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APPENDIX
THE HON. MR. K. NATESA AIYAR:-

Sir, this is an important matter on which T think
there should be some plain speaking. I should first of
all, like to discuss the points raised by my colleagues
against the Indian vote.

I remember, Sir, the day when the first Ceylon
MNational Congress was assembled in the Public Hall under
the presidentship of Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam who
advocated a Legislative Council with a territorially elected
majority and a Tamil seat for C:lombo Town, The Hon.
Mr. Kesava Pillai and myself were present as the Indian
delegates. On that day, Sir, mast of the important members
of the Congress wanted to pass a unanimous resolution
advocating a Lagislative Couacil wth a territorially elected
majority and having no communal seats. We had to
protest and on account of the protests of the Indian and
some of the minority communitics, these words were added
to the resolution - '

“ With due consideration for the minorities. ™

While speaking on that resolution, most of the leading
members of the Congress said that the Ceylonese have
been treating the Indians as their own brothers and that
they should rely on their gooed sense, and that they
would always treat them in a similar manner. Then
they asked us to trust them and trust them implicitly.
Of course, we trusted them and even during the wvisit
of the Donoughemore Commission, when I led the
deputation of the Indians of the Central Provinces, 1
told the Commissioners that we wanted to have the Indian
seats only as a temporary measure and that we were
prepared to merge into the general electorate at the
nearest opportunity. Then Sir Matthew Nathan asked us
“Can you not give a date when you expect to' be merged
into the general electorate? ™ I replied !~ * If you give



us manhood suffrage, we are prepared to forego the
commuual seats. The Indians have never tried to discriminate
between themselves and the Ceylonese. We always stood
for the development of this country and for the political
advancement of this country, because we fully believed
that in the development of this country, the development
of the Indian labourer and the Indian merchant depended.
Therefore, Sir we fought side by side with the Ceylonese
for the political advancement of this country. Even in
Council, although we belong to the minority communities,
we have always voted with the Congress people and not
with the officials or any other minority community. Some
time back there was a conference of Indians in the
Central Provinces and they instructed me explicitly that
T should vote with the Congress people in the Council
when the discussion of the Doneughmore Commission’s
report took place, because they fully believe that the
Congress people would support the enfranchisement of
the Indian labourer. But to our utter disappointment
we find quite a different thing in the Council to-day.

Then, Sir, with regard to the reasons adduced by
my Sinhalese friends, I may say that they have been
arguing on points without understanding the real situation.
Most of them are arm-chair politicians who stop at
home and go out only when it suits them, and they do
pot care to study the. real state of affairs of the Indian
community in this country though they happen to
represent them also as territorial Members. Tt has been
said that the Indian labourer who comes to this country
goes away once in every two years as every Enropean,
goes to England once in three years owing to this
climate. It is not so. When the former comes into this
country he dies in this country. Of course, the Controller’s
figures are very misleading, and they lead to a lot of
confusion in this Council. In the report of the Contoller
of Indian Immigrant Labour for 1927, we find that
159,398 assisted labourers have come to this Island. and
87,481 have gone out, and if you refer further down,

(ii)

you will find that 21,439 licences have been issued and
4949 have been re-issued. That comes to a total ~of
26.388. The kanganies who go to recruit these labourers
make at least two trips a year; sometimes they make thr‘c:e
trips, and every time he comes to this country and _goe‘? out
he is counted as one immigant coming in and one immigrant
going out. In actual practice, a very small‘ number of the labo-
urers go back. The labourer coming to this country gets so
little that he cannot save anything to g> back, but if
he wants to go back he must be in the good graces of
his emoloyer and suggest to him that h¢ will bring
more labourers, and get licences, railway concession
tickets, and then go to India. If he is not so intelligent,
then he has to stop here, work and work and die. In
one of the Kalutara estates, you find on the grave of
a kangany the following couplet engraved :- :

« It is not our business to reason why, but it is
to serve and die. ™

This couplet is engraved on the grave of the kangany,
and 1 think it is the fate of the Indian labourer in
this country. Whether he wishes or not certain things
are put on him and he has to serve and die, and die
without opening his mouth.

One of the objections raised for giving the vote to
the Indian labourer is that he is placed in a private
estate where any of the candidates are not able to
enter because anybody who enters is . prosecuted. I say,
Sir, it is for that very reason that the Indian lab>urer
wants the vote. Now when it comes to the question of
the franchise, Members of the Legislative Council who
are planters come here and say that because the labour
condicions are so bad, the labourers ought -not to be
given a vote. Sir, it is a shame that a Member of the
Legislative Council should stand up and say that the
fabourer is in a slavish condition when he has not attempted
to emancipate him and make him a free man. If he
only had the good of the labourer in his mind, he

(i)



should have attempted to m®ke him a2 free man and
give him the vote instead of refusing it to him. Instead
of doing the right thing, they are going on the wrong

path. My honourable friend, the Central Province Urban

Member, has been telling us that the Indians are their
guests. Sir, when I talk of guests a story comes to my
‘mind illustrating what we in our own country, at least
-the Hindus, mean by guests. There was a pious man
who did not have his dinner without a guest. One day
he had no guest and he waited till three o’ clock, when
the God Siva, in order to test him, ca me in the guise of a
man and offered to dine with him on condition that
he cooked human flesh which must be the flesh of the
.child of the host. Further, that it should also:  be
cooked and served by the mother of the child; and
the host was prepared to do~it and he did it, and
when the guest was ready to take the food, he said,
that he was not in the habit of eating food in a house
where there were no children. Unfotunately, the host
had only one child, and he was in a fix and did not
know what he was to do- He explained the whole situ-
ation to the guest, who was the God Siva. Then the
God gave the child back and having blessed the man
took him to Heaven. That is the story. That is the idea
of the guest and the host. But you send paid men to
bring in the guests, you send the Agents and they
advertise and bring the guests, and when the guests are
brought they have to work from six o’ clock in the
“morning till six o’ clock in the evening, and live on
one meal a day with just a loin cloth on. That is the
way our hosts are treating us. My friend, the Honourable
Member for Central Province Urban District, said that
the Sinhalese calls the Tamil as ¢ Aiya * or elder brother,
and the Muslim as ¢ Thambi > or younger brother, and
the Indian as “ Bhai.” In ithe case of the ¢ Aiyas”
the Ceylon Tamils are in one corner of the Island and
thay have no fear of their vote. In the case of the
Thambis,” they are in the minority and even if manhood
suffrage is given, they cannot come to the Council. In

(iv)

the case of the Indians, they find that in some cases
they are in the majority and they will have to go to
them for their votes. The Honourable Membder for the
Central Province ( Rural) said that the estate labdurer
will think that he is a bigger man than the Mudalall
when he finds that the Mudalali has to com= for his
vote. That is what is pricking these people. Thsy only
want to see the Indian labourer working for 50 cents a day and
dying in this countiry. Sir! the five years qualification laid
down by the Donoughmore Commisson is sufficient to shut out
from the franchise those whom you wish to prevent from
having the vote. By the five years restriction most of
the chetties and many of these Muslim leaders will not
get the vote, because the custom among the chetties is they
come once in tw> and a half years and the business is
carried on by the kanakapulles in the meantimsz, and
most probably these kanakapulles will not get the vote.
But the labourer wh> comss here and who is unable to
go back to India, will naturally get the vote if manh>od
suffrage is given. By the five years’ residential quahfxcatlon,
the chetties and tradsrs will bz out of the franchise;
and in addition to all this you want to have a literacy
qualifiaction to see tha. all the labyurers are out of it.
We must remember the well known principle in the
adminisiration of a countsy  taxation without represeata-

tion is robbery.”

The grant of the franchise to the immigrant labourers
is no doubt going ‘to affect the employers’ pockt?t;;
hence the objection on the part of employers of Indian
labour to the grant of the franchise to labourers. Another
reason why we think the Indian labourers should be
given the vote is this. The Indian labourer who comes
to work in this country is working both under C:zylonese
and European employers, and if there is no representa-
tion on his behalf there will be laws and regulations
passed against his own interests without his knowledge
or without his opinion being taken. The  Honourable the
Executive Council Members called attention to one of

(v)



the statements in the ¢ Indian Review * about the cooly
lines being very bad and appealed to the Honourable the
European Unofficial Mzambers of * this Council to say
whether the conditions of the estate lines were such
"as were described in the passage referred to. 1 may read
ffom the report ot the Mzadical Officer of Health about
the state of the cooly lines. The report is dated August
15, 1927, and the Medical Officer of Health says that
the death rate of the Indian coolies is due to the most
insanitary conditions prevailing in the estate lines. Qace
there was a cholera case in one of the estates ani
the Medical Officer of Health having gone and inspzcted
the estate wrote a report which ran into ten pages of
typewritten matter. Speaking of the superintendent, the
Medical Officer says :- . o

«“ He has not taken any effort to get the lines
cleared up even temporarily. Hz was very nasty with

me and wanted to know  whether any Government
Offical has any authority to stop his coolies. He told

me that those responsible are fools. ™

The superintendent wanted all the contacts to work!
To quote another paragraph :-

«“ T tried to explain for about one hour that we
were taking all steps in his own interests but failed
to convince him. He was growing more discourteous
towards me and it was only wasting time.... He
had ordered .all contacts to work.”’

This report of the Medical Officer of Health was
sent to the firm and the firm wrote to ihe Director of
Medical and Sanitary Services asking him to take steps

against the Medical Officer of Health for making such
a bad report or in the alternative to get him to with-

draw the remarks. 400 copies of that report were also
sent to the various Planters’ Associations in order that
.steps may be taken to see that no such report was ever
made hereafter. Now the Inspecting Medical Officer

(vi)

always made a report favourable to the estate. A month
or two after the incident 1 have just related, Dr. Guna-
sekera, Assistant Director of Sanitary Services, visited the
estate and made the following remark :- -

«|[ regret I cannot agree with the conclusions that
you have come to, namely, that the M:dical Officer
of Health represented maiters in a false light. I have
not the silghtest doubt that tae condition of the
lines, and so on, at..... estate was at that time
as unsatisfactory as the Mzdical Officer of Health
represented them to be,

I may read also the following extract of the letter
form the Director of Medical and Samtary Services sent
to the estate authorities :-

« Having dealt with the points raised in your letter:
I miy be permitted to point out that you have left
undisputed the graver charges made in the Medical
Officer of Hzalth’s report against Mr. Hall, namely,
(1) that M:. Hall was guilty of neglect of duty in
not- keeping the lines andlatrines in his estate in
a clean and sanitary condition; (2) that Mr. Hall
was non-co-operating and refused to carry out the
_instructions given him by the proper authority under
the Quarantine and Prevention of Diseases Ordinance,
in as much as (a) he ordered all the Contacts to work
although he had been requested not to do so. The
result was that some contacts plucked tea mnear a
paddy field 1n which villagers were working. (b) He
refused to get the lines cleaned up although asked
to do so. I would therefore inquire what action has
been taken by you as regards these grave charges
against Mr. Hall.”

THE HON. MR. E. W PERERA Was the man prosccuted?

_ THE HON. MR. K. NATESA AIYAR :- Iam com-
ing to that. It would be more interesting if I read the
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whole letter, but it runs to mnearly thirteen pages. of
typewritten matter and I shall not take the time of the
Council by reading it. If any Honourable Member so
desires 1 shall be able to furnish him with the number
and date of that letter and other praticulars regarding
it. Of course privately the Medical Officer of Health
was told that one of the proprictors of the estate happ-
ened to be a Member of the Legislative Council and
that therefore he should not have made the remark
complained against. Thus, Sir, you will see the anxiety
of ihe employer to prevent the Indian labourer from
getting the vote. The labourer, if he gets the vote. will
have his representative always to take an interest in
him and strive to better his condition. The labourer
might not be able to influence his employer or the
Indian agent, but he could at least think of the Member
who represented him in Council. If my honourable
friends refuse the franchise to the Indian labourer, the fate
of the Indian labourer is doomed. I can, of course, understand
the attitude of the Senior Burgher Mesambar ‘who once
belonged to that class of rulers in this country whose
interest was always to sez that th: pedple whom they
ruled were unfit to exercise the vote.

.1 can understand the aristocrats, the Kandyan Mem

‘bers, who think that the Low-country Ceylonese are
invading their country; and they have indulged in some
peculiar utterances.

THE HON. MR. G.E. MADAWALA :- What utterances?

THE HON. MR. K. NATESA AIYAR :- Utterances
of some of your leaders. I can quite understand wheh
they speak against the grant of the franchise to the
Indians; but I cannot understand why some of the
Honourable Members who are owners of estates them.
selves and who say that they have the good of the
Indian labourer at heart—and whose present position
and status is due to the toils of the Indian labourers
—are against the enfranchisement of the Indian labourers.

( viii)

One of my hondurable friends remarked that if the
Indian labourer was allowed the fianchise there would
be in a few years eighty lakhs of Indian voters. I can,
of course, assure my honourable friends that the Indian
labourer does not com: to Ceylon of his owa accerd.

Ths cyst to an estate of briazing an laiian labourer is

about Rs. 40 or Rs. 50. Last year or the year bsfare
I brought up a resolution t> th: effest that owing to
the insainitary coraditirns previiling in th: c¢doly lines
the recruitmsnt of labyurers must b2 temporarily stopped.

Then all the people wao now fear Indian labourers
flooding this country voted against the resolution. The
reason is nd>t far to sezk. Tazy want th: labjurer ¢o
work but d> not want to give him the opportunity to
speak through a Member because if that is done the
employers would hear some truths against themselves
from their own employees. Of " course as regards Sir
Harcourt Butler’s remarks, the Indians know Sir Harcourt
Butler more intimately than the C:ylonsse, and therefors,

we know how to treat his remarks about Indians enter-
ing Burma. Hz is one of the official enemies of the
Indian national movem:nt, and I would not have been
surprised if he had anything stranger to say.

As regards che Indians and the Ceylon Civil Service
the question was asked by an Hjndjurable M:mbar why
the Indians had raised no objection when the Indians
were prevented from competing. But 1 ask, where was

. the opportunity for the Indians to speak. There was n>

Indian Mzmber then in this Council. We had a question
put in this Council regarding the matter and it ended
with the answer given by Governmant, When I went
to Simla and Delhi I found efforts made by some, by
way of retaliation, to prohibit Ceylonese from entering the Ind
ian Civil Service. But the Indians said that they might be
more generous than the Ceylonese. India is giving rcom
for people of all sorts, and it has room. What we really
resent is the fact that the Indian is wanted here not
as an equal but as a servant. That is treatment which
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we do not like. The Indian Members did not ‘take part
in the discussion of the Committee System suggested by
the Donoughmore Commission for the reason' that they
thought that everything depended, as far as they were
concerned, on the grant of the franchise to the Indian
labourer. 'If manhood suffrage is approved of there will
be some of us having a share in the administration of
the country. When efforts were made to aviod us we
thought that before we get a decision on  this matier

we would rather keep away from the dxscussxon of other
matters,

My honourable friend the Executive Council Members
(Mr. A.C.G. Wijeyekoon) has spoken about the exis-
tencé of caste distinctions in India. I ask my honourable
friend whether they have not the same-thing in this country.
The Donoughmore Commission have in their report de-
voted a page to it. 1 also know that one of the candi-
dates for Legislative honours got defeated because he
belonged to a low caste and all high caste people began
to support the {igh caste candidates. When you find
-that state of affairs in your own country, I ask what
have the people of this country done to rectify
it? Of course we are in the same boat and there is no
use of our merely referring to such a condition without
attempting to improve it.

The Honourable Member for the Cental. Province,
Rural Division, was talking of the special benefit the
kanganies had—freedom from arrest for civil  liabilites.
That benefit, I say, was given in the interests of the emplo-
yer and not in the interests of the labourer. The kanganies
had to get advances for bringing and labourers they were
compelled to borrow money from the Chetties. When they
got into debt it so happened that when the chetties filed
action the kanganies asked for more money from their em-

(x)

ployers. It wasto prevent that and not to protect the
kangany that the so-called benefit had been obtained. In
reality the kangany is now in a worse state than the other
Indians in the country. Hls credit is lost.

Then again it has been said that the labourer had no
stake in the country. I do not undersiand what they
mean by a stake in the country. Does it mean owning
a Property or land or building? The labourer is not able
to purchase two pieces of cloth and therefore he has
no chance of ever purchasing any property and having
a stake in this country. Further, under the Land ;Scheme
we are proposing the Indians are excluded from purcha-

sing property.

Then again it was urge! that the Indian  labourer,
if he is given the vote, will vote for his European em-
ployer! I am sorry to note that Honourable smbers
have not correctly studied the report issued by the Commi-
ssioners. The five years’ qualification applies even to
the Europeans who in this hot climate cannot live conti-
nuously for five years. As a rule they periodically go to
England on a nine months holiday. So that, when they
return they will not have the right to vote, Therefore
nearly seventy or eighty percent of the Europeans will
not be eligible to vote or to stand for  election. And
even if a handful of Europeans are eligible for electxon
you may rest assured that the Indian will not vote for
Europeans in a hurry because he knows on which side
the bread is buttered for him. I do not mind, of course,
an Indian labourer voting for a European who loves him
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It has been said that to properly exercise the right
of voting one must have passed the English School-
Leaving Certificate Examination, and so on. But I find
that the illiterate voter is better able than half the
educated pecrsons to choose a candidate. It is only the
half-educated people who want money for voting, money
for this and money for that. The illiterate man is more
discriminating. 1 can give one example in illutration
of my remark. A Roman Catholic friend of min® came
to this country about thirty years ago as a labourer
at the age of about thirteen, at the time when the rail-
way line was extended from Nanu-oya to Bandarawela.
By dint of perseverance and hard work he is now the
owner of about 300 or 400 acres of tea. He has an
English cleik, and he gets this clerk to read and expl-
ain to him daily the articles in thz ¢ fimes of Ceylon’’
and other newspapers to which he, is a subscriber. He
is able to manage his estate mich bettex than most
Ceylonese manag: their own estate. Now, even when his
clerk could not understand the cogeacy of the articles
or editorials in the newspapers he used to explain to
the clerk and often say :- ¢« The Editor could not have
written like that. It must be this ”* And almost invari-
ably he was correct. This friend of mine although he
dose not know English is more accurate than the cleck
who knows'English. During the first election one of
my firends who was a candidate for one of the Indian
seats wrote to a Roman Catholic  priest to ask this
friend of mine not to suppart a Hindu like myself.
The French padre of course wrote to him that « Mr. Aiyar
is an agnanam ” and saked him not to support my
candidature. But this friend of mine wrote to the padre

saying “I am prepared to do everything for the Church,
but the Church is one thing and polxtlc:. another.” That
was the reply. :

The Hon. Mr K. Natesa Aiyar.
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