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FORWARD

" 1 have pleasure in contributing this forward to
this publication which comprises six talks on Grammar
given by Pundit Veeragathy over the C B.C. in
Tamil. These talks are of such.interest and depth
that they could not be comprehendsd adequately
in one hearing. They have to be read and digested
and this publication will serve the purpose “of  a
follow up of the radio talks. Its readzrs will agree
that the talks are provocative of deep thought.

It is usually opined that the Universitiss are
the only centres of research and scholarship.
Recent developments would however indicate that
instead of making material contributionsto knowledge,
the Universities have degenerated into centres of
intrigue and -nepotism and stadiums for musicaj
chairs and rat races, than for disinterested res=sarch
and dynamic thought. Youth indicipline is apparently
at its worst there.

Some years ago, the Jaffna Oriental Studies
Society Published a small hand book to guide
research scholars. It is unfortunate that the Libraries
in Jaffna have not thought it essential to provide
facilities for research. Scholars, like the Pundit,
had followed the Qurukula tradition and attracted
round them aspiring scholars and led them into
the intricacies of Tamil studies. To most of them
he was a scholar not. second to any in Tamil Nad, -
the home of Tamil. He had met the best of them
and did credit to Ceylon by confounding them
with his depth of k owledge, versatility and criica



talents, gleams of which could be sesm in "thess
talks. These talks should help considsrably to
dispel . the superiority complex which S»itha [1dian
scholars tend to assume, when they think of Ceylon.

Another feature which .I noted, when I had
discussions with the Pundit, is the uabiased,
disinterested way in which he views other languages
in Ceylon. He would see and concentrats on areas
of agreement in the structure and dcvclomnent‘of
the languages, with a view to the understanding
of the wholeness of the culture of the country and
promoting goodwiil. This is a feature uaforiunately
missing in the Universities. It is unfortuuaite that
scholars with this liberal outlook did not get
opportunities in the higher scats . of .lcarmng. If
this Pundit had been in the University or even
on the staff of a training institution he would have
contributed much to peace and harmony in this
distraught land. I trust he will get a chance even

at this stage.

I have used the English medium i‘n th's fc?rwe‘u'd
with a definite purpose. I wish this p'ubhca.tlon
would introdu e the Pundit to a much wider fle]d'.

I wish him all succes in his service to Tamil

and the counfry as @ whole.

S.U. Somasegaram
Retired Diractor of Educaiion
Member Ceylon N=tinol

i Ashram 3
vieys Library Services Board.

Jaffna 30-8-71
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