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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

% yysii, e fwargPaL mrge
T @HUISEHED ATTDIEON ‘
p%n PfECsri, 2.6, PO AL
d2n sfung, ddmiadw BiCo,

Oh! ye that emter the world, those who weigh
earefully and know the 25 (tatwas from earth to the
ego), their selves (the soul) and the six (the presidiog
Deities of the gix Adharas) by control of (the breath
of; twelve (inohes length): — they avoid and do not
feel the effects (of Karmam or (death brought about
by the departure of) the four (inches breath .

The substance of this verse is that Gnanam or
Goodly Knowledge can be attained through Yoga
practiee, and suffering of pain resulting from previ-
ous deeds and evem death can be avoided thereby.

Friday. July &, 1977.

Bring the Ballot to
Bear its Might

When the leaders of a forgottem generation
worked devotedly to win the democratic right of
universal franchise it might not have been real-
ised that the voter of the fature geperation would
become the virtual law-giver of the land. The
Donoughmore Commiseion made the conspieaous
referemge in their report that it was left omly to
the Labour Party of Ceylon to move for the
grant of Adult Franchise. This evidently discloses
‘$he yearning of the labouring claeses to bscome
direct psarticipants in the process of choosiag
legislatore. ~

More than four decades of experiemcs in the
use of the universal ballot would show that there
‘oould not be any other method more capable of
ensuring  the true reflection of the grnuine mind
of the common man.

Having this high potentisl io their hands, the
people of this country must fully realize that
- they owe s duty to the natlon and are bound
to discharge a sscred responsibiiity. It is, there-
fore, significan that every voter has in a patri-
otic sense, become llable to perform a national
duty at the time of a General Election. The rog-
ged days of surbulent electioneering have. to fade
into insignificance in the face of the fullness
~of political umderstanding smong all olasses «f
people. '[he media of mass communication, the
emphasis on the study of oivics and the frequent
confercnoes and forums on the subject of good
Government have sufficientiy edueated the entire
_ population in the mstter of understanding what
the trne oriteriom of patriotiem oou!d best be.

 Hemce it must ocertainly be a privilege and
a plessant duty for every voter ko participats in
a General Election and oast one’s vote witho 't
fear or fayour. Duress; intimidation, bribe, mis-
representation, distortion of faots, and suppres-
gion of trush should not ba allowed to hinder the
bumble voter from exetgising his national daty.

The ballet has aequired the might of king-
mekipg,; it bas the latent power to discipline
ambitiops politicisps. Thup it has gained & per-
mapent place in the demooratic set-up of govero-
ments, being a suvper weapon i the armoury of
pon—~violence,

‘Lat us all work to ensure the solz%%i%%d‘(r

purpose of this only means of the vo

Just a Reminder of
Past Endeavours

““The Chairman
Reform Commission

Sir,

- 1 beg to submit the
following for yoour consi-
deration.

All Indian labours who
have already resided for
5 yesrs in Ceylon shonld
have the framchise. They
sre British subjects who
haver oome here on the
invitation of Goverament
om - the promise of full
rights of citizenship. They
have converted under the
direction of British Capi-
talists thousands of square
miles of impenetrable for-
este situated far from in-
habited areas into pros-
perous plantations. They
cannot be regarded =8
undesirable aliens who
shounld not be ailowed to
take any part in the Go-
verment of the country
whoge = prosperity they
have oreated, or who
should not bo aliowed to
gettle down kere with full
rights as British citizsns,
T'here presence here does
not raise any difficgflt im-
migration problems as for
irstance their presence in
Australia would. They
beleng to the seme race,
speak the same language,
profess ths same religion
as the Hindus and Mnue-
lims in Ceylon. It is cnly
the communally minded
Sinhalese who, baving
gained political strength,
oow seek to reduce still
furtber even the little
pswer which the Tamils
and Muslims have by at-
tempting to deprive mapy
[ndian Tamils and lndian
Mus!ims of the franchise
apd prevent them from
settling down bere |
would iovite attention to
my obssrvations on the
grant of franchige to Iadi
ans in my speech when
the Legislative Counoil
discussed the Donough-
more Report. S:2 Apnex-!
ure page 166).

2. Counditions in Ceylon|
are by no means favoura-
ble for tbe adopt.oc of the
Britieh Cabinet System.
Please sece Anmexure page
176.

3 Iaccept withoutany re-
gervation the dictum of the
Duks of Devonshire that
it is not desirable under
the conditions prevailing
in Ceylon that the mom-
bera belonging to sny one
racg thould be in & posi-
tion in our Legislature to
brush aside the views of
all the members of the
other races,

I am,
Yours fa thfully,
K. BALASINGHAM,

leodipg bis stetesman in abeolute eecrecy,

jpam. He did so, but at
the time of the publica-

sgiee!f P 0, Joii§
e

( By Saiva Pulavar

Venri Malai Kavirayar
was a contrmporary poet
of the pariod-Seventeenth
Ceptury. He was a Tri-
swantra Brabmin { &/
sasSsi) with a right
of worship in Thirichen-
dur Temple Triswantra
Brahmins continne to en-
joy this right even mow.:

The Isthala Purapam
of Thirickendur in 900
verses had as its author
this Venrimalai Kavirayar.
He was present, along
with many other poets
patronised by Vadamalsi
{avw&v), at the consecra-
tion ceremony All these
poets composed songs om
that great occasion; but
only one song by Venri-
malai is now avilable It
is 3 Keerthapam in Mad-
yamavathi — Aathi thsla,
complete with Pallavi,
Apupsllavi snd Chara-
nams, 4

In the first Charanam
(gresr:b) the date of ims-
tailation 18 given 8&s the
year Vijaya 829 (Kollam)
the thirteenth day in the
bright fortmight, Lagna
being Mithuns, equivalent
to February 6, 1654 A, D.
The last line of the fourth
Charmam mentions the

fact of the Vadamslai
Appsr’s installation of
the image:

Many miracles are at
t ibuted to Venrimalai
He was once pusished by
the temple authorities for
the late performance of
his duties. Stung to the
guick, he decided to give
up bis life by jumping
into sthe sea, bat Lord
Muruvga stopped him, gave
him the gift of postieal
¢alent apd directed him
to write the Isthala Pura-

tion of the bosk. the tem-
ple sauthorities slighted
him; in aoger he threw
a+ay his maBbunsoript ioto
the se1; it floated to the
coast of Jaffna and wae
taken by a citizen there
to his house. Sirce then
storms which ware ravag-
ing that part of the coast

Venri Malaik Kavirayar's
Thiruchendur Puranam

Of Historical and Religious Value

V Subramaniam )

reralised the greatness ofr
the Puranam, bronght it
to the presence of Murugs
at Tirochendur acd pub-
lished it there under the
patronage of Vadamalai.

A grand son of this Vada-
malai also known a8 Vads-
malsi-appan was a great
patron of literature, and
himself a poet aiso. He
had sung a Isthala-Purana
Nidur and had also trane-
lated the Matysa Para-
nam (when yrreawe)
from Sangkrit in 5000
quatrains.

A LECTURE ON
EDUCATION

Prof. E G. Vethsnay.
gsm, Head of the Depart-
ment of E lucation, Mad-
res Ugiversity, addressed
the South Asian Studies

Seminar on the 20ih Jane, .,

at the Jaffna Campus on

the “Educational Reforms
in Tamil Nadu.”” At the
out set, she pointed oub
the defeots in the system
of education introdaced
by the British and shen
went on to deal with some
of the changes that are
being introduced mow ip.
[amil Nadu; [ndia she ¢~

ferred to the semester pre-
gramme that is being ime
plemented. :*There iz a
greater emjhasis on job
orientsd courses”, she said,
students are aleo persuad-
ed to take part in the com-
munity welfare servige,
Farther, the student could
now make use of bis know-
ledge for the development
of his area, as for inet: n6a
in agriculture Thereis a
change in the assgssmen)
system whereby, he or she
i8 now tested op & system
of comtinuous assessment.
As regards, research de-
grees, Mphil is now new
degree that is to be awar-
ded. There is an empbasis
on non-formal sducation
too. An interesting discus-
gion followed the lecture.
Prof. W. L. Jeyasingam

stopped The pe ple then

presided.
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