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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

SPHGs BD 2bgami anw@orf Gs @o
wphGs_@e anere i nbHin Csl Gw
ypnGasl@e Qurd ey Cuefaw maar
Spnssl G Qupp dausd gnGar,

Hearing the words of kind-hearted brahmins and
Godly people, receiving Instruction regardiog the
nature of virtue and of sin, listening to what others
say and {what our teschers ssy ) regarding the great-
ness of our handsome Lord (these are the prelimin
aries o) the attainment of Godly Bl'ss.

Friday, . 23rd Sepﬁember, 1977.

»CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION

‘No Constitution in the world has remained
unamended The New Constitution heralded by
the U. L. F. Goveroment in 1972, however, had
been so strenuously opposed by the Tamil speak-
ing people and the U N P, that it was thought
prudent by several political leaders that it should
be revised both in comtent and eolour.

The npotice given by the Premier in the
National State Assembly of certain amendments to
the Constitution seem te be gonfined only to the
promises made by the U N, P duriog the Genersl
Election of July 1977 by meaps of its. manifesto

The faet that the U. N. P. enjoys overwhel-
ming majority in the N. 8. A by itself cabnot
justify the introduction of amendments unless
snch changes are in the general interest of the
- entire Dpation, That the President of our [country
should be elected by the people is a suggestion:
which is certainly conducive to the working of
democratio priociples of representation The pro-
acedure to elect the first elected rresident, how-
ever msy r:quire deliberation, The provision to
appoint’ Ministers for the twen'y-two districts is
also a metter that needs siudy.

. But, what is more urgent is the solving of
the outstanding problems of the Tamil spsaking
people by the most effective means of amend-
ments t0 the present Comnstitution. It has always
been urged that suoh constitutional provision must
bave the full support of the elected represent-
atives of the peop's in the N. 8, A, The U. L,
P, Goveroment sadly failed to pay attentiom #o
the problem of the Tamil speaking people though
during its earlier period of administration it bad
the required maj rity in Parliament. Now that
the U N P. holds full sway in the N. 5. A. with
pighty-three per oentum of the parliamentary
seats, the incorperation of the basioc fundamenta
rights of the Tamil speaking people in the Consti_
tution looks simple-aud assured. Them why delsy ;

AMERICAN TRIBUTE TO
ANANDA K. C.

The following tribnte was paid by the ** Boston
Herald >’ on ‘the ogoasion of the death of Dr
Ananda K. Coomsraswamy in September 9, 1947.

Apanda Kentish Coo ;8cholars in his field’ Dr.
maraswamy, 10 interna-|{Coomaraswamy was to
tionally - honoured seholar|bave been feted a5 an
and art expert who gath-|i.ternations] testimeonial
thered the finest eollec ;dinner i New York City
tion of Near Eastern Art{in October.
in Americs for the Boston| Only last month on Lis
Museum of Fine Artsl70th b rth day, one of the
died on Septembe 9, 1947.]most distinguished gathe-
at his home, 649, Smith |rings of American Art ex-
Strees, in Needham,|perts met to honour the
Character zed by officials|eoft spoken Indian arnd
at Moseum where he was|colleagnes said his last
s research fel'ow in Im-|{days were marred only by

- {of - London

Although early in his
career he turned his back
on politics in favour of
his art studies, he broke
his long silence a year
ago at Kenyon C(ollege,
Ohio, where he branded
both Great Britain and
U S sas ¢hypoorites’ in
their treatment of *back-
ward nations’. Later he
wrote & persuasive trea-
tise on the subject en
titled *Am I my Bro-
ther's Keeper’'? Born in
Ceylon on August 22, 1877,

- {the son of Sir Muttukuma-

taswamy, Koight d Indian
lawyer and an English
mother, the former Elizxz-
beth Clay Beeby, he was
educated at Wycliffe Col-
lege, and the University
gpecialising
largely in Science.

iCentenary

of a Celebrated
Ceylonese

D:r. A K Coomaraswamy
— Distinguished Scholar
and Author

(continued from 16-9-77;

But most important of
all, a study with experts
and analysis of Sir Mattn's

{literary cutput. A parti-

cular feature in this bio-
grapbhy is the appearance
for the first time of a
whole chapter from his
printed but unpublished
translation of the myatios)
bymns by the great eight-
eenth century Tawil Saint

Tayumavavar, who be-
longed te the Vedantio
Siddhantic school His

published translations

In 1903 be was named
Director of Mineral Sar-
veys for Ceylon, but a

comprise the Tamil piay
‘Harichandra’ based on
an episode fr m the

few years later turned to' Mahabharata, the Datha-
[odian inte nal affairs to vansa, or History of the
initiate a movement to- Toorh-Relioc of Gautama
ward a national edueation' Buddba, translated for
system for India. In sup-{the first time from the

Hof

port of this effort, he

dent of the Ceylon Socia!
Reform Society.

Dirillusioned in this di-
reotion, he then directed
his tr:mendous power of
concentration and learns
ing to the Arts and in
1910—=1911 was plaged in
charge of the Art Section
of the United Provinces
Schehte in Allababad,
Iodia, Six years later he
joined the staff of the
Boston Mugseum of Fine
Arts to begin the most
productive period of his
career. An exceptionai
linguist who spoke even
Icelandic and Sanskrit,
Dr. Coomraswamy was

founded and was Presj-'

Pali; and the Sutta Nip-
als, or Dialogues and Dis-
courses of Gcutama Bud-
doa—also from the Pa'i
Here i3 a samp's ve:se
taken from the Nava
Sutis, where the Buddhs
defends his disciple Sari-
putta’s veneration of the
Brahmin Assaji whose
teach!ngs led Sariputta to
-Buddhism :

From whomsoever s
man learns the Law, he
should worship him,
even as the gods wor
ship Indra, The learned
map, being thus honour-
ed, his miad plcased
with ((he disciple)
mekee the Law more
manifest.

aided greatly in building

ding ocollection of For
ability to gommuniocate
with Art dealers of almost
all lapds in their native
language.

Side by side with his
Museum work he oontrie
buted much in the world
letters, notably, the
*Dance of Siva’ which
gome literary oritics have
held up as a glassic. He
wig a prolific writer and
among his works on
indisn Art, are the books,
‘Rajput Paintings and
¢ Med eval Sinhalese.” He
slso wrqte several books
on Indian Phi'csophies
and Religions, and in this
role was often referred to
as a ‘mystio.’

A third subj=0t that ocs
cupicd much of his writ-
jogs were attempts to
brivg the orient and ocoi-
dent together through
bazic understanding of
the two traditions, show-
ing how actually the two
cultures have mimglod
historically,

dian, Pe1sian and Moham-{the euntbreak of violehde
medan Art for 30 years,land bloodshed
88 ‘ome of the greatesiinative lsnd,

04 o} b«xd\lgql&;maﬁm
il aha;

up tbe Museum's outstan--

Eastern Art through his

Mutta Coomarsswamy as
a member of the Royal
Asiatic 8.ciety prasented
& synopsis of the Saiva
Sidahanta, and shortly
before his death be had
begun a book on the com-
psra ive civilization of
the East and the West.
8 legacy that would fal
on the shou!ders of his
gon to fulfill in & way

University College of Lou-
don, a founder and Vice-
President of the India So-
ciety, Liondon, Honorary
Member of the Bhanda-
kar Orienta] Research
Iostitute and Honorary
Correspondent of the
Archaeological Survey
lostitute. He also received
bhonorary degrees, from
the Upi rersity of London,
New York, and Ceylon,
as well as high recogni-
tion from learned socies
ties in three continents.”

two cultures — not

Remembrance

The Late K. E.

Kathirgamalingam

Ly N SaBARATN M,
« Emgritus Principal J. H. C)

There is nothing like a
good man; bscoming snd
being a good man will
bring whatever are wants
most — respect, praise,
satisfacticp, secnrity and
even money. Even the
length of one's life de-
pends mors on what one
thinks than on what he
eats. It was gherefore
gshocking indeed to hear
that Mr. K. E. Kathirga-
malingam, Attorney-at
Law, former Queen’s Ade
vceate had passed away
rather suddenly. We were
left wonderiog whether
we could pay him our lest
respects wher a thirty-six

bour curfew was on, It
was tragedy within a
tragedy.

A man with an open
mind, q1'et and grac'ous
—One imsgined that K,
E. K. occuld w-ather any
storm for the next two
decades. But at fifty
when be looked guite fit
the call came. Lt was in-
dend & bit of wobappy
irony that I had to speak
at his funeral when rarely
8ix yeers ago he held
forth rzther feelingly at
the farewell accorded to
me by the Od Boy's of
Jzffoa Hindu College.

A lawyer of lesding —
He was B A, L L B.
( Homs.) — and loyalty to
hizs Alma Mater, he was
beld in esteem snd affee-
tion for his integrity and
child-like simplicity, A
man of strong convie-
tions, yet geosle and
genial he will be, missed
most by bis family snd
friende and the com-
mubnity,

surpassing spything the
father could presumably
have imagined

It is his grandson, Rama
Coomaraswamy, who hae
the last word in a Preface
he wrote for this book:
¢ Mr, Durai Rsjas Singam
sses o baB presented a pig-
ture of 2 man at home in
just
superf cially at bcme, bat
deeply 80........ Bo few peo-
ple have b'en able to
bridge the abyss between
mcdernism sud the tradie
tional ways of thinking,
and so many end np im
the confusion of this very
abyss, that it is indeed a
pleasure to recd of some-
one who was troly edu-
cated in both cultures.”

WxaiTALL N PERRY
— Spring 1976

UrEYPSe epry Quila wedfaerss srés narerdy
Qarayep qre Qrus gmpeier gdtser arppa
pravesp uphe Gerode gppeis Gadd woda

Qu".uerQ gau}ﬂ dadgs .o Quéersy

Paripalana Sabhai,
dappens, 460 K. K.

in qulnhame!g Qgély
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