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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

S @puil el ufiws s
sanLg o ol sahGoY WV g,
sanLabd sangud fdu angamd
Gampma Gersfims s H@Ee0.

Nothing materisl whether small ss an atom
or large like the huge earth can exist without
the Mother’s Grace. We see diversities of male
and female in the world as a result of differ-
ences in the manmifestation of the ~ blue-throated
Lord and His Spouse. ;

Friday. 11th Novémber, 1977.

WHAT IS WRONG
AND WHY ?

Tamilakam is & term that denoies the areas
. where Tamil-speaking peeple live as Tamils and
eovers many countries in Agia. However, when
partienlar reference is made the term applies to
South Indis and Eelam,

What is hsppening im Tamilakam ? That is
what every onme wonders ab presemt. The surprise
is greater when ope knows that tranquility of
thought, enlightenment of expression and decorum
of deeds have beem the oriterion of oulture in
Tamilskam during the glorious past — the era of
the elite — the Saive Saints snd the Sangam &ge.

In Eelam, the Navalar period has epecial
mention. Unfortunately the preseat generation has
become prematurely political in every sphere of
life thus leading %o the formation of parties that
soon develop dislike for one another and hcld
their tengues at ooe another’s throat,

In Tamil Nadu — Bharatha Thesam— with the
disappearance of Mahatma Gandhi from this world,
the moral might of political thought hae steeply
deteriorated. And today it bas become aggressive,
agomizing and certainly ‘annoying. The result is
pandemonium. Currents, orose-currents amd umder-
eurrents continue to make she sea of life whirling
shrewing the people into & whirlpool of worries.

Ideals have been ignored, nay disewned ; vitu-
perative abuse is the idiom of public speaking.
Those Wwho disagree with others do so in Ghe
‘atom-bomb gtyle —the violent method. Political
leaders are unable to realize thal thoy are rele-
gatiog the people &0 the under-world. Cannot
gome patriotic social workers of the Gandhisn
persuasion intervense and ensble the declaration
of & truce so that the damage cenld be halted
and reasem recovered: *

Yse, some thing is wrong. Why, of course the
people kmow; religious practice bas been super-
seded by irreligions exercise. f

We bave often learnt from history how amoi-
ent mations had declined and fallem. The benefit
of the knewledge of the happenings of the past
~ and Aheir cavses must eertainly stand ue in good
gtead Bt this present precarious moment when
svery offort has to be made to rescue ourselves
from ruin.

The Puranas indicate to us how the emperors of
mighty nations who enjeyed undisputed eovereign
power had ultimately fallen from grace [byitiphe
resotion of egoism. Tamilakam that takego| dunl

Unity in diversity is
the plan of this universe
We human beings ourselv-
es are infinite in number.
We are sll distinet from
ong anotbher. Our bodies
are different, Our physi-
eal abilities are different.
Our mentsl attitudes are
different. Our intellectual
attainments are different.
Qur intelligence guotients
are different. Our cumu-

‘|lative records running to

pages and pages are dif-
ferent. Our past impres-
gions, memories and Kar-
mas are different, indeed
we live in a world of be
wildering variety. Yet the
spirit in us is Dot satisfied
with this realism — this
phemomenal world of vari-
ety and diversisy. We seek
for unity, We yearn for &
vision of unity. It is again
ope in a million of us who
attain or who aetualise
that state of vision which
our aneients oslled
srmfgad, They oalled
this etate of the vision
of unity—this affirmation
of onme and the many
as Cass sri®, e upl
ssar& et Consciously
or uncomsciously all of us
are pilgrims trekking our
way towards this goal—
this goal of Frafisa,
What are we? Woe are
beings. We are individual
souls. We have individusl
karans sariras or gpiritual
bodies with different pe-
wers of conation, cogaition
and affection (ade,

e, demed,) We are
not preparced to lose our
identity and existence.
Why and how it is 80, we
bhope to explain in another
Sutram. It is trme that
the swinkling of intellig-
ence (fppLe) we are
gaid t0 possess, is itself
burrowed from the umi-
versal intelligence. 1t is
again true that our ability
to eoguize; feel and ex-
perience depende entirely
on tkese spiritual bodiee,
Yet it has been the nature
of all beings from the low-
est worm to the highest
man to fight against what
is ealled truth. Trath
(whether it be the sup-
reme concept of Dharms,
or the supreme concept of
God-head, or universal
intelligence) is semething
that annihilates and com-
gumes us and erases us off
from existence. We do
pot want that. We want
to exist and experience
prakriti and its preducts

all their forms. Therefore

pride in the Puranas should, parsicularly om the
aaoagien 0f Despavali, pange to reiesrn bbe lgssom.

begin to owa snd posssss

in all their aspects and in}|

e i e

Saiva Jnana Darshanam

Sutram 4

" Relating to Karma and the
Divine Powers of Concealement
and Dispensation '

all shings and all events
that come om our way, &8
ours. Our greed to possess
is so strong in ns that
some times we behave as
if we are the possessors of
the entire universe.

This is another prediea-
ment into whioch we have
fallen, This must be un-
dome, if we are honest
geckers of truth and if we
are sincere in our yearn
ing for a vision of unity
in this sick amd mad
world of infinite existen-
oes, Isavasyam, one of my
father’s beloved Srutis, a&
the outset itself im its
opening verse addresses
the entire world of boings
and exclaims * Brothers
and Sisters of this world!
Enjoy everything. But do
pot possess anything,”
thus denouncing our
gpirit of possession as the
gource of all the ills of
this werld. Baut it is not
in us to listen to the
words of the Sratie. It is
pot in us o listen to the
words of the sanctilied
and the delivered souls,
We treat their words
lightly, and continue to
live in our familiar way-
ward way of life continu-
ously expanding and eon-
tinuously evoiving. If our
words, thoughts and deeds
are good. the great dis-
penser and guide in us i8
resdy with the power of
bundred thousand angels
to Jdefend ns always end
for ever. If our thoughts
and deeds are bad, that
great dispenser in us is
ready to set tigers and
wolves against us only to
reform us to bebter ways
of life,

In the process of our
evolution or invelution,
there is an inevitable
goupling of two insepsar-
able pringiples, one high-
er and other lower. The
higher one is the divinity
1n us. Sruti calls it the
guide, the 19Gy rasr. The
lower one is the gelf tram-
petting being in us. Sruti

calls it the individual soul

— ¢ prutakatman.”  The
nigher one stimulates and
activates, the lower one
responds and reacte. We

RAMANATHAN DAY
Recorded Tribute

Ramanathan Is by far the
most spiritually illaminating

| teacher, I have ever known.

— Myron Phelps.

RAMANATHAN ON
REFORMS

“ How is a nation o be
lifted out of error, re-
formed and advanced into
plains of higher kpow-
ledge except by its ownm
langusge. Language is

{the vebicle of thought. It

is permissible to collect
good thoughts from any
nation, but if the nation
to which yeu belong is to
prosper by the thoughts
you have culled your
gommupication of these
thoughts must be in your
own language ” .
— Speech delivered on
September 3, 1904.

said befors that it is mot
in our nature 0 accept
oar depemndence on any-
thing. True to our nature,
we do not want to eaccept
our dependence on the
other, although the other

-is within us and guiding

us. The higher principle
is not eoncerned aboat
our attitude tewards it.
1t is the universal prinoi-
ple of compassion thas
hag limited itself to live
and move with us, fte
evolve with us — all these |

act to lift us out of
moha and bondage. Lying
as it were, in concealmen?
beneath us, this desern-
i'y, this higher priaciple
keeps on activafing us
day in and day out, of
gour e giving us a fres
hand to our egoistis im-
puiges and vanities of life.
This higher principle was
gorrectly designated by
the seers and the saints
of the Saiva Siddhanta
School a8 @Crrsmer
#&H. Saint Mapickava-
sagar calls it gow ypw©
giss Qeoad, Tossed
hither and thither by the
waves of the big ocean of
bondage, — it, that bonne
teous universal ocompas-
sion — descends to the
jowest level of the indi-
vidual soul to live in ip-
separable union with it
to guide it as agtivator,
controller and dispemser.
Just think of that Appsr
Swamigal in ene of his
higheet spiritual moods,
captivated by that all
copsuming visions eX-
claims: “@ASs%ryd
g @omr, gu glor |
qwQuawredr 5 wmés @&
QmesarGp.”

ardagle apry Quis vleas) srds n&aS
Carapep Are Qrua @opder gultsd arps
pr&uvep uphs Gercs phHpaus Catd wds
Cuéewrlard esejs dadgs aas Qréardy
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