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“There is in our harbour of Colombo a race of
people fair of skin and comely withal. ~They don jack-
-ets of iron and hats of iron.' They rest not a minute in
-one place, they walk here and there. They eat bunks of
stone and drink blood ; they give two or three pieces of
gold and silver for one fish. The report of their cannon
is louder than thunder when it bursts. Cannon balls fly
many a gawwa and shatter fortresses of granite.”’
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TRANSLATION EXERCISES
TRANSLATE INT0 TAMIL—

Almost immediately as I arrived in my new desti-
netion I received your letter which seems to have
followed me at my heels, and you wanted me to write
on old Seminary jokes and such hilarious incidents in
my Seminary life that will interest the readers of your
Seminary magazine. Well, your letter of course was
duly and honourably cremated with its other bed fellows
in my own private crematorium which is known as the
Waste Paper Basket and why, because it is very difficult
to believe you and because you are always trying your
hand at a leg pull.

Your P. C. of 11—8—53 was a reminder but still
Ifound it difficult to make up my mind. I carefully
scrutinized the handwriting on the post card to ascer-
tain whether it is your own handwriting or that of a
member of the editorial statf of your Seminary magazine.

Your post card said that the boys have asked me to
write about my reminiscences of the Seminary days and
that they are waiting for the article, ete., ete.

* % *

In administering this institution he not only used
his brains but also his powerful legs. It was the tirst
arrival of the South-West. The very first shower rain-
ing cats and dogs, even elephants, filled the gutters with
water giving the boys, occasion for plenty of fun. They
started floating toy boats and ships in every nook and
corner. The old Father Varnat got alarmed when he
saw those fleets swarming his gutters, he thought, soon
they will block gutters and the Seminary would be sub-
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merged. Like another great Nelson, he started firing at
the fellows.

Catching one fellow at the very act of floating a
boat, ¢ Are you going to float that here ?** he thundered.
% Not here but there Father?, he replied; but before
the last word took the air, old Father Varnat raised his
aassive leg and administered a kick which if it had been
implanted on the desired spot the recipient would have
floated better than his paper boat.

* * *

For match-box covers and old razor blades, for
trinkets and nick-nacks time we have mnone, but for fun
--and profit, hobbies has each and every one.
fat, you can look after the birds. If lean, you can rear
fish in the gurgling waters. 1f glum and petit, you can
patronize the bees and get stung everyday. If a goody-
goody fellow, you can proudly rule the roost—only take
‘care—-not to steal more than an egg a day. If vain, and
‘somewhat a dandy, you have the piggery; and if you
“have the gout, there’s the dairy. But if you are a pious
“cat, the garden with its smiling flowers, luscious vegeta-
bles and delicious fruits, welcome you to St. Peter’s
‘meditation. Occasional temptations are bound to show
their faces—to taste the ripe papaw or the forbidden
mango—{for stolen things are sweet, ain’t they? DBut
you have to practise war-time control over your passions

—Ilest you be ostracized and driven out of the hallowed
-spot.

If you are

* x *

The education we impart to our children is not a
mere cram-work with a view to KExaminations which
‘have become a craze in Ceylon because of the undue
-stress laid on them by employers. The bulwark of our
education is founded on the safest principles and on the
~solid foundation of Christian Doctrine which is inculcated
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! i ite the
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1\17‘;}7(;1:1&Lgreaﬁ; engineering skill is behind this forlm ((1) Wr_[‘he
.. a problem that yet remains to be 80 ve‘l'at e
L’iimat}i?c conditions encourage dman (;oet:;)lez};ehs]oll‘emrn ¢
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on the higher parts of the country yield a latex which is

<collected and prepared into sheets and are sent to places
where there is need.

COMFORT AND AIR TRAVEL:

The story of the magic carpet which ecarried the
princes of Bagdad through the air was then but the
‘height of imagination in the realm of spellbounding fic-
tion. To-day the conquest of the air is nothing but an
awe-inspiring reality—one of the most profound achieve-
ments of Modern Science. Man who trembled at the
-8ight of Stevenson?’s steam engine can now rise miles
into space, he can fly over the highest mountains, across
the most forbidding deserts and the broadest oceans, he
is even seriously thinking of a journey to the moon. In
‘his unique aim, the scientist seems unsatisfied with the
wealth of the earth, hence he aspires high into the planets
‘to snatch comiort even thence.

Bince the first aerial flight of the Wright brothers
on December 13th, 1903, the conquest of the air has
-advanccd with gigantic strides. The plane in which the
‘Wright brothers achieved thight was but a far echo of the
‘heavy bomber or the supersonic “ Hav.lland jet? gomet
of to-day. The recent dramatic yet tragic achievements ~
of pilots like John Derry on sapersonics will ever
remain as monuments to mark the twentieth century—a

-century of unparalleled advancement in air travel—in -

the guest for comfort.
: ¥* * *

The modern tendency is to revolutionize everything
‘to the American push-button style. Ancient idecas and
‘theories have all been exploded in the new light of
seientif.c facts and figares. This new light has penet-
rated also into our little isle and let us see here its eifects
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on the theory of Sigiriya, which though years old and

unchallenged, faces a terrible bombarding ’qo—da;: at the
hands of Dr. Paranavitane, the enterprising Commis-
sioner of Archaeology in Ceylon.

Was it an impregnable fortress as hitherto belie|ved
or was it a pleasure resort T—there lies the question :

The old theory as based on the Mahawamsa was

* that Sigiriya was a hiding place for Kashyapa against

she fary of his half-brother Mugal&n who had been en-
raged by Kashyapa®s parricide.

This was the foundation of the old theory. Bat the
very foundation crumbles when we examine the purpose
of the Datu Sena episode in the Mahawamsa.

¥* * *
¥

« oldiers, you are ill-fed and almost naked. The
Government owes you much, bat can do nothing for
you. Your patience, your courage do you hononr, but
bring you neither advantage nor glory. I am about l‘n(;)
lead you into the most fruitful plains in the world.
Rich provinces, great cibies will be in your power.
There you will find honour and fame and wealth.
Soldiers of the army of Italy, will you be found wanting
in courage ¥ With these words addressed toa French
army of which he had taken command. Napoleon raised
the curtain on a drama which held mankind spell-bound
for more than a century. ¢ Save yourself who can?®,
the cry that rose as he fled from Waterloo rang down
the curtain. The play was over. Another example o’t
the fate that befell a man who had become ambition’s

slave. »
B3 ki *

The French are, in one sense, the most united of
the Buropean nations. They are bound together by
common traditions of thought and behaviour developed
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during a thousand years of independent nationhood.
Yet twentieth century France has been the most deeply
divided of the democracies. The sharp economic and
political conflicts between peasants and urban workers
are only two elements in the picture. For more than a
century and a half French Society has been riven
between those who accept the princ ples of the Revolu-
tion with their emphasis on republicanism, ¢ free-
thinking » and social radicalism, and those who look for
the regeneration of France through authoritarian Gov-
ernment, social conservatism and a politically powerful

Church. 'This rift cuts across and complicates econo-
mic divigions, From another point of view, recent
French political history has been a battle between the
strong individualist strain in French thinking and the
efforts of successive Governments to offset this ten-
dency by building a strong and highly centralised
bureaucratic machine. Moreover, the Frenchman’s
liking for uncompromising controversy and possibly a
grain of intellectual intolerance in his make-ur have
tended to multiply these conflicts, just as they have
helped to multiply political parties. - :

* % : *

A great deal has been written about the introduc-
tion of *{ree elections?® since the surrender. It seems
certain that electors to-day cast their votes in a very
much freer atmosphere than before the war, and that,
for the most part, the secrecy of the ballot 1s observed,

Yet again it is essential to distinguish betwecn the -

appearance and the reality: of polit:cal behaviour,
between the formal institutions and the forces that work
through them. The degree to which a Japanese Govern-
ment 1s responsible to the Diet, and the Dict responsi-
ble to the people, is very diificult to discover. It is
doubtful whether a Japanese election expresses ¢ the
will of the people® in the sense in which this is gener=

ally understood in countrres ke Britain or Australia.
This is partly because political ignorance and inertia
aro still so widespread in Japan, especially in the rural
areas, where the great majority of the peasants are still
socially and politically subservient to their traditional
¢ masters ** —more than half Japan’s workers are, still
farmers and fishermen—and partly because pressure
groups are so powerful, and political parties so loose and
undisciplined. The pressure groups work behind the
scenes, and it is hardly possible for the electors to assess
their methods and aims. Hence it would be a big mis-
take to suppose that Japanese elections are really like
elections in Britain and Australia because of certain
similarities in the electoral laws. Indeed, Japan?’s elec-
toral laws, if taken at their face value, would seem to
provide exceptional safeguards against malpractices,
The general elections of October 1952 were specially
notable for the widespread police activity in arresting
and prosecnting candidates and their. supporters for
alleged violations of electoral laws. During the last

week of the campaign a number of influential party

leaders were weakened in the early hours of the morn-
ing by the police, and taken off to the police stations for
questioning.

THE LANGUAGE :
The legendary history of Ceylon beging with the

Ramayana, the Indian epic poem, which recounts the

ravishing oi Sita by the demon king of Lanka, Ravana,
and her recovery by her husband, Rama,  with the aid
of the monkey chief, Hanumanta. With the Jlipa-
vamsa and the Mahavamsa, the old Pali chronicles of
Ceylon, we begin to have historical data, but scattered
among & mass of legends and pious recitals.  There is a
divergence of opinion among: scholars, about the home
Qe w—s
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of the first settlers, who, under Vijaya, ¢ the Conqueror
founded in the 6th century B. C., an Aryan colony in
this island. = Even those who favour North-West India,
admit the possibility of a later immigration from. the
North-East. The followers of Vijaya are said to have
espoused Pandyan women from South India (Mahav. vii,
48 ff), and it is not unlikely that, in course of time, they
married with the people of the country, on whom they
imposed their Aryan language. Although it is a splendid
testimony to the national consciousness of the Sinhalese,
that they were able to preserve the "Aryan character of
their language, in epite of the broad wall of Dravidian
‘races which separated them from the -North Indian
languages, one must however, expect a certain amount
of Dravidian infiltrations into the morphology and pho-
nology of the Sinhalese tongue.
% * *

__ On this first anniversary of the attainment of
independence by Ceylon many will ask what this inde-

pendence has meant to the people of Ceylon. Has the .

cessation of foreign rule with all its implications led to
‘any definite change in the form of Government, the
economy of the island, and the social system? What
plan is there to modify the system of Government in

order to bring it into line with the peculiar needs of

Ceylon? What changes are contemplated to transform
the colonial economy into a national economy? Is
there any plan to abandon English as the language of
the Government and to give an impetus to the develop-
ment of the cultures of the people? )

Other articles in this number will show what
changes have taken place during the year. :An alter-
ation in the status of the country naturally led to a
considerable amount of new legislation to implement
the change, and in many matters it will be shown how,
_ freed from external control, the Ministers, wisely or
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hastily, have made changes in certain directions or _ha,Ve
originated new measures for the advancement of the
country. But they undoubtedly will not point to new
plans for a radical change in the entire system of Gov-
ornment and society. If they did, it will mean that
British rule was generally not in accordance with the
interests or the needs of the people of Ceylon.

A great deal of paticnce is necessary. Slowly but
surely all men of good will ‘must strive to make mis-
trust and suspicion give place to trust and confidence.
Surely the contending parties will begin to recognise
where lies the truth. They will then be courageous to
recognise what is right and do what is right. et us
take an example. Can the U.8. 8. R. really and truly
say that Ceylon is not qualified to be a member of the
United Nations. Iam sure they know they #re not
right and yet they do what is not right. 1If on the
other hand they have the courage to do what they must
know is right, 1t will have & tremendous affect ; a new
tone will be given to the discussions of the Assembly
and & new atmosphere of righteousness will prevail.
1f all other countries also decide to adopt this line, then
friction and distrust will disappear and the true purpose
of international conferences will have been achieved.
WOMEN OF THE NORTH: _

. 1t women of this class do not take casily to Indus-
‘try those in the North do. Jaffna is poorly endowed by
nature, but is owing to the emergy of its people, one of -
the most productive areas of Ceylon. The palmyra is
Jless prodigal of gifts than the cocoanut but women make
full use of it. A little lime is added to the sap from
palmyra flower and the liquor boiled down and poured
into small baskets made of plaited palmyra leat. This
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jaggery has a ready sale. Even baskets stout enough to

carry water are made from palmyra leaves. :
" Sometimes the fruit is permitted to form instead of
being orushed in embryo by the toddy drawer. This is
buried and when the parsnip like sp.outs appear they
are dried and sold by basket women together with onions,
chillies and turmeric, all raised with infinite labour

under difficult conditions.
* * *

.. - This problem connects with a distinct problem, that
of Minigterial interference in administrative matters,
another relic of the Executive Committees, where the
suspension of a teacher, the transfer of a medical officer,
the promotion of an engineer, the dismissal of a work-
man, and so on, was regarded as a matter of high
policy. 1t is not easy to ascertain how far these uncon-~
stitutional activities have been taken over by the
Ministers. Theoretically, the most important of them,
those connected with the appointment, dismissal, transfer
(to a higher salary) and disciplinary control of officers,
ought to have disappeared, because these functions are
vested in the Public Service Commission and the Judi-
cial Service Commission. There are however indica-
tions that pressure is still brought to bear by Members
of Parliament in the hope of deviating administrative
action in the interest of private individnals.
* * *

They had been defending the lonely hill all day
against the Reds. In the afternoon the Communists
had retreated, but they had guarded the hill till dusk and
now they were returning to their camps. They had
decided to use a disused farm, once used by the Reds.
After a dip in a nearby brook and a hearty meal they
retired for the night. Little did they realise that they
were to sleep forever——the minutes in a time-bomb set
underground were ticking off the time between them
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and eternity, but Martin was not in his bunk, he was
feeling for his rosary. Many a time had he rolled the
worn-out beads between his fingers. He was just keep-
ing a promise. He had promised his grey-haired mother
that he would recite at least one decade of the rosary
each day whatever the circumstances might be. More-
over, his mother had placed him under the protection of
the Beautiful Liady in Blue, so that he might return
home safe, and, may be had a medal or two pinned on
his shirt breast.

X* * L%

A decoction of the leaves is said to-be regularly used
by the inhabitants 'of Sumatra, “especially at Padang.
The leaves are held over a fire made of .dry bamboo or
other wood which gives little smoke ; when sutficiently
roasted they have a buff colour; they are ground to a
powder and used in the same way as coffee. When
made sufficiently strong the infusion is by no means
unpalatable ; unfortunately the leaves have an unplea~
sant senna~like flavour which greatly militates against
their chances of popularity. Moreover, as the plants
will not afford both a crop of leaves and fruits, the latter
is never likely to be subordinated to the former asfa
commercial article.

* * *

The importance of milk therefore, as a part of our
normal diet is twofold: as a source of body building
protein and as a substance containing health-giving
vitamin A and D. Vitamin B though occuring in
milk is of less importance. Where a large part of the
population subsists on a purely vegetable diet, where
fruit is often an expensive luxury, no food substance
could be found as valuable as milk. Dr. Aykroyd who
carried out a series of experiments in a boarding house
in Madras arrived at some interesting conclusions: boys
to whose normal diet 8 ounces of skimmed milk were
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added each day showed a greater increase than others
not only in weight but in height also.
* *® *

The old order evolved as a result of the Industrial
Revolution in Europe. With the help of a new indus-
trial technique invented in the latter part of the 18th
century, the nations of Europe were able to evolve a
new industrial civilization based on mass production and
cheap transport, the steam engine being the basis of
both. The extensive nse of steam ships and railways
ushered in a new era of international trade, and for a
time an economic internationalism of & sort came into
being. But all this changed after 1914. International
trade is now everywhere hampered by tariffs and
numerous other barriers. International rivalries have

" become bitter and prolonged, and recent events show
that national sovereignty, especially of small nations, is
under serious risk of being exterminated.

: * * *

On this same page we publish the letter of the
Ceylon Mercantile Union to the Employers’ Federation
and the reply of the Federation. The reply is categoric.
“ The nine demands in question are inacceptable.”” The
demands of the Mercantile Union dealt with salary
scales, provident fund, ordinary and sick leave, over-
time, security of service and procedure -to be followed in
the case of disputes. We published the memorandum
of the Mercantile Union in our August issue, and we
then said that the memorandum formed an admirable
basis for negotiation. It would have been too much
to expect the Employers® Federation to accept the
nine demands in their entirety without question.

But to reject all of them out of hand betrays such an*

unhelpful attitude that it is bound to lead to bitter-
ness and exacerbation.
* * %
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The taxes on landed property consisted of collections
in kind and in coin. ~Custom invested the king with the
right of collecting a large number of taxes and dues
which fell either directly or indirectly upon land.
‘Whichever the king miay lay his hands upon and enjoy’
—is the technical phrase that occurs In many inscrip-
tions in giving to a donee the full possession ot a piece
of land with all its rights and enjoyments. These con-
sisted of a good number of items of service called
kudimai (tenancy obligations), which appear to have
been as strictly demanded and enforced as land revenue
(kadamai). When grants of land were made t0
temples and Brahmans or for charitable purposes, the
original holders were divested of their rights of tenancy,
evidently by some system of compensation. From t:JhlS'
one may conclude that the tenants had an a priore
right to the lands they cultivated, subject only to their
payment of kadamar and kudimai, or, according to
some inscriptions, ‘subject only to kudimasi, which was

_tenable at the door of the tenant, and to the income by

taxes (varippaduw), which the village paid?

* % *

If the seller was illiterate, some one else wrote for
him and bore witness. Women also had power to sell
independently in their own right, but they usually acted
through an attorney. ~ For public auctions of land,
notices had to be cried out at least thrice, the reason for
the sale set forth, and the land knocked down to the
highest bidder. The conveyance was drawn up and the
selling price agreed upon before a concourse of people
or the assembly convened for the registration of the sale.
1f the land sold formed the property of the village Sabla,
it was necessary that the assembly should order its sale
and some of the members were entrusted with the duty
of seeing the transaction formally completed. The
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wording of all land conveyance deeds was very careful
and elaborate; ‘every minute detail was set forth in
unequivocal terms’; and generally the village or temple
accountants and madhyastas (arbitrators) were chosen .
to draw up the deeds. '
‘ ' * * *

Most of the land transactions mentioned in the
inderiptions are free donations to temples, to Brahmans,
and to charitable institutions (Hindu or Jaina). Sometimes
the property which was thus given away was bought,
with all its ‘rights and enjoyments, in accordance with
old custom in all land, high and low, where the iguana
runs aud the tortoise crawls’. The amount of the sale
was usually calculated in gold bullion of standard weight
and fineness or in term$ of the current coinage. In the
former case the gold intended to be paid was defined as
smarked gold®; ‘red gold, brilliant as fire’; ‘gold passed
by the king and weighed by the standard and stone of
the village or of the treasury®. The sale deeds were first
drawn up on palm-leaf and then finally engraved on
stone and copper- ' :

All accounts of land transfers, revenue payments,

and disbursements were regularly  entrusted to fhe =

department of - Thinaikkalam, which seems to have
been meant exclusively for this purpose. The accountant
maintained registers of charitable endowments and care-
ful accounts of money. Each endowment hdd its own
book, where corresponding enftries and deductioris were
made; the anditing of these accounts by special officers
of the king was quite common. Sometimes, when the -
periodical audit by the ordinary officials of the temple
and other charities accounts was found defective,
a special audit under imperial writ was ordered.

'S
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