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If one makes s small gift, even as small as
eesamwe seed to & Siva Gpani, it will result in the
attainment of prosperity, emancipation from
bordage and the enjoyment of Supreme Blies.
But even heaps of Gold as large as the earth
made to Godless infidels yield negative resulse

and end in loss of happines.

religion has its
and

Every
festivals

or observed for the puri-
fication of the soul from
within and without and
for the realization of the
Supreme Being by which~
ever name He is oalled
by Hie bhaktas. The
Hindus have several festi-
vals and vratas right
touud the year in every
month, (f thege, Maba-
Sivaratri is uoique espe-
oially for the Sajvites.
Mahasivaratri means the
Great Night cof the Lord
Siva, the Supreme God
of Baivism,

Maha Sivarstri wsually
falls on the I4th day of
the derk half of the
month Magi (Feb Maroh)

Bitter Blow

e

W.EN that incomperable leader, thes peeriess
pateiot, Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan pa.ased away
the proepects of a worthy sucoessor fiilling up the
breach in the immedista future bad not beap brighs
at all DBut the loftiness of the ssrvice -of the
past lesdership bad been euch that providential
blessing was readily forthcoming. And there ap-
peared in the political arema & atar that enon
began to spresd its radiance. A yousg man of
marked epthusiasm soon began to capture the
attention of the people who were eearching fqr
some one to take up the thread from where it
was left by the Great Romgnnhan. Apnd wishio
» few years, as if by magic, the fame of thus
ambitious youth — G. G. Posnambalam had become

to be recognized.

Briliiance at the Bar by iteelf cannct bring
about political leadership. The ipner urge to
serve the people must be there, Opportunity to
lead the peopie was an open iovitation to the
vigorous G. G. to gslvavize bis talents into patri-

otic aotivity.

The period of thirteem years since the call-
ing off of the boycott of the legislatore in 1933
was the hsy day of the Psnnsmbsla_m pattern of
political ocampaign. If esrlier the silver tongqed
orator Sir Remansthan made his efforts effective
by the power of spegoh, later also the same
weapon could be wie'ded to such purposc.

Wizardry of words became a powerful appliance
that enabled G. G. win applause snd sohlevement
everywhere. The agitation for political emancipa-
tion had thue taken definite shape under his jea-
dersbip. As & pundit of political seience be boldly
 propounded that astounding fifty - fifsy gheory
before a Royal Commission thorgh unouoc.enlfmly
bud the sremd of bis thought was not dismissed
a3 fantastic by the Commissioners.

The bora fighter G. G, .hOWfsver, showad
prowess of practical statesmamship when as Minis-
ter of State hLe formulated severa] schemes for
industrial expamsion. As & man of letters, G. G.
faithfully interpreted the dreams of his illustrious
predecessor, Sir Ramanashan amd obampioned for
a University in the North and that to be in 3e-
cordance wirh Hicdu Cultare.

Here was & man in whom bthe elements were
80 mwixed thas the people would slways acolaim
him g8 & their hero. Thoss whom the people)leve.
the awvgels must spare; but Providence hes itg o F’V
Adwinistration with which mezials oampet quarral,

Tais is a very important
Vrata in bonour of Siva
Siva means great happi-
Bess or auspioiousness.
Man hag always tried
§0 visuai.zs the Supreme
Being in the best pessible
form wherever he lived
Ths Vrata may be eon-
nected with some season-
al or climatic chap:e in
very remote times., Bat
later it hes assumed grea
religious siganifi -ange,

There are several
legends and stories eng-
merated especially in the
Puranas iv Sapskrit and
Tamil regarding the
greatness of this vrats,
One of the most popular
stories relates to the great
cosmic light Yotirnps
of Siva. DBoth Brahma
the God of creatiop and
Vispu the God of protec-
tion among the Trimurtie
were unable to resgh
either the top or bottom
of this wondrous Jyoti.
The story gees on to esy
that after the end of a
Kalps, Visnu raised the
earth from the chaos and
created Brahmsa so thst
the latter oould function
a8 she God of greation,
But both of them became
arrogant and fought with
each other to decide as
to who would bs the
Supreme Being. Thers
wag Do viotory for either
of theme At last Linrd
Siva assumed the form of
an unsurpassed cosmic
light amd appeared bet
wesn the two and said
that he who conld reach
either the top or she bot-
tom of that Jyoti wounld
be the winper. Bith of
them took up the chal-
lemge, Brahma went wp
in the high heavens to get
at the top of that Jyoti
aed Viehou went dowp
the nether world to get
at the
Jyoti, But they counidn’s
'ég
(e
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It Isa bma; blow.

gies and totupped to thy

.iog themselves

vratas
mesnt to be celebrated,

bottom of that|.

MAHASIVARATRI

BY V. SIVASAMY

origiral place, sarrender-
te  the
Sacred fest of Siva whe
tock pity on them snd
mapifesied H mse|f hefore
them  Thig took plage
oo the great Sivaratri.
The svmbolism behind the
story is very sign ficant
Masn heing fettered in the
Males or arrogance can-
not realize the Supreme
Being But God on the
other hand redeems him
who sarrenders himself to
Him,

[t is a'so eaid that be-
sides the Sivaratri, Siya
appears in the Jyoti form
during the day of the
Ksrthikai deepsmn ~ Man
in various pirts of ghe
world has tred to repr=
sent God as the (reat
Light transcerding  the
human limitations. vari.
ous devotees of the d for.
ent religions have yeferred
to this asp ot many a
time iD their segred hooks
and devotivum! Jiters-
tures.

Bivaratri diy ig obaer.
ved usvally in the Siva
temples, The great tem-
ple of Siva at Thirg.
vannamalai attragts large
crowds of peopls during
th's time. In Sy Lanka,
Thirokketeesvarsm  and
Thirokk:pesvaram sitracy
orowds of devotees The
God Siva is worshipped
asually in the lings fyrm
Ua this day, the devotres

and keep awake during
the whole night, They
pray, meditate, asing and
listen to apeeghes racoun-
ting the grestness of Siva
and this vrata It is also
said that if one canmpot
Obgerve Other vrates, be
could still observe this
vrataand realizs the God
A hucter who accidsng.
ally performed a Bilya
pujs auring thig pight is
sald to have attained sale
vation, This is related to
emphasize that even the
worst of the sinners could
reslize his gsalvation at
the lset moment provided
he surrenders himself to
God who as Antarjyoti
resides in the heart of
each being,

The worship of Linga
harke book to hosry anti-
quity, Reoent archeeolio-
gioal exoavations in West
A&sis and the Indus valley

fast during the day time;

PUBLIC aUCTION

S —_.

The unredeem+d argigles
which were pswned with
M N, Sivaviregegim of
Vadalipat! y, Tbumpa.lsy,
Pt Pedro  between 1e
Jan 971 and 3jst Deg
1974 will be scld by Pub-
lio Anction gn Saturday
the 16th day of April
1977 ot Ya m. as the
abova address by me.

K. Muttukumary Iyer
. Puble Auctiopger
and Valuer,

Senthivel

V. M. Road,

Pt. Pedro, 31-1-77,
8. 4&11)

have unearthed angignt
lingas. This wWorghip wes
pievalent in muny parts
of the apcient world. Inp
{adia,apeoimeu-oleingas
are foond in Tamilpady
a'se. of ihese, the Linga
from Gudialam is ap
(irportant cne.  This is
‘dated to sbagt the second
century B. C. Various
frrms of Linga bay: been
discovered during the lags
100 years, With the deve-
lopment of the Bhahti
mwovement in Tamiloadu,
the Linga worship assumed
greater gignificance. The
Saiva Ssirt Thirunayuke
karssar has conveyed
toms of the ‘mrst soblime
thoughts in ons of bis
8acred sobgs as follows;
* vizus izing 'my body as
the templs, the regalgi-
trant miud as the eervang
subdued), truth as the
purifier, the preoious
heart as theLinga, 1 have
performed my worship to
the Lord Siva with the
abundance of devotion as
the ghes and milk geed
for His ceremonial bathe-
iDs”-

In Sri Laoka too Lings
worship  was - prevalent
from ancieut times. Thg
sncient Linga found at
Thirukketeesvara is an
important one. There are
several Linges of different
times in many of the Sive
temples of Sri Lanke
Various versions of the
Sivaratri Purabams writ-
ten in Tamil are read and
explaiosed in the temples
on this day 1t ig inper-
esting to mote that about
three or more versions of
such Purapams were writs
tea in Jsffna, in late
medieval times, -
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