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If there be any impediments to or cessatiop of
regular divine service] in God's temples, mis-
fortunes will befall the king, rains and prosperity
arising therefrom will cesse and theft and rob-

bery will multiply in the world. 8o says the
benevolent Lord.

Friday, February 25, 1977

Principles' Have A Place Always

—fe .

Now that Genmeral Election has been
announced in the sub-continent asross the waters
and & eimilar deoclaration bhas besn made about
the holdimg of the pells in 8ri Lanka about the
month of August this year, religious organizations
in these two countries must begin to realize
thelr responsibility on such occasions.

The ballot may be a political expedient but
the feelings that are nmaturally raiced by the
General Eleotion must- be bandled by spiritnal
leaders ;in order to make life worth living
Campaigos in the general sense always indicate
the rousing ol public opinion for or against &
polioy. buch attempts cannot ba expected to be
rigorously oiroumscribed by rigid rales of reli
gious conscience or ethical conduet. Often political
movements when gpurred on to speedy activity
ignore the principles of fair methods. Hence the
claches bestween rival parties,

Thus the duty is cast on the raligions orga-
nizations and their lead rs in times of General
Elections to educate the people on the gogduct
of oampaigns. Mahatma Gandhi had sll along
his exemplory life and leadership songht to ad-
here te Truthfalness in every aspect and had
marvellougly achieved his objestive. That was how
the Iadian people were able to make the mighty
British Empire see resson and enable the aghieve-
ment of independence. Any country that has
faith in the efficacy of the wespon of Ahimsa
and the meed for Truthfulness ocan well gonduct
elections in the galubrious climate of goodwill
harmony and reason.

Political parties that count mormally have
eatablished principles frem which there csnnot be
any retraction even in kimes of extreme misfortune.
Certainlytheras cannot be change of solour for perso-
nal advantages. It has, therefore, become negessary
that religious leaders and orgstizations maust ime-
truct people on the general prineiples of being
truthful in all their affairs. Needloss for us to
ropeat that the Republic of India has as ite
motto “Truth alone trimmphs”. To achieve this
viotory the maasses must also remember that suoh
‘a lofty ideal cannot be within their reach anless
they are ready to serve the people remoumcing
their personal advantages.

3 Mr. Devanantham Dan-
forth, Director of As-

gooiations.

4 Dr. E P, Hseiah, O. 8t.
Je di Poy Provineial
Commissioner.

5 Mr, W. N. Thevakada
decham, Secretary.
all as Members of the St,
John Counil, the Suprgis
2 Lt Cel, D. N. Jilla, O.|Governing Body ofo the]
Ste J., ED, Commis-j8t. Joha Ambulange

Appointments

His Exgellergy the Pre’
sident ef Bri Lianka has
been pleaced to make the
following appointments in
the St-Joha Ambulance
of Bri Lanka:-

+ Dr.F.O, Fernando, O
8ti J.» Commander

Sanctity of

In a village in South
India, the morning air was
pecoliarly ethereal. Men
and women, fresh after
bathing, wers haorrying
towards places of worship.
The temple bells rang
loud adding their wmelodi
ous rythm to the devo-
tees® devotional shouts of
‘Siva Siva’. But Somaka,
the bardened huntsman
rmiled ironically, mimic-
king tke songe of the
devotees, as be with hig
bow fo hand,swung aoross
his shonlder the bag of
arrows, and wended his
way fowerds the jungle.
En route, ke saw through
the open portals of 3
temple, devotees singing
to commune with the

himsslf muttersd
Siva’ in mockery.

‘Siva,

Before the day advam-
ced. he had reached the
fromtiers of a wooded
jungle. His eyes follow-
ed the trivialest twist in
the trsek of birds and
wild apimals. With a
whizz tlew the arrow from
his bow and a little fluffy
thing dropped dead. He
picked up the bird and
uttered “Siva, Siva’ laugh-
ingly. Then he espied a
deer gently darting acress
his path: Quiock with his
bow, he was about to
string the quiver, when
tbe deer in the tenderest
of voices addressed the
marksmsn, ‘“Oh, Hunter,
why do you want to take
my life?”’” What a ques-!
tion to ssk, langhed
Someka, ‘To kill is my
job, the flesh of animals
is food for me and that
of my family, DBesfore |
maks meat of you, do tell
me how yoa came o have
this human voice”. Re-
plied the doe eoftly, © ...
two bearts are throbbing
in me. Permit me to go
into the glade and drop
my young one and then
return to you” Whata
clever creature; thooght
Somaka. By pleading for
the life of a it bit in her
womb, she was making
gure of her life too. *'The
embyris should not be
thwarted’”. Pooch, who set
this Lew. Am I not a
Law unto myself in this
jungle? Time passad, and
the wilderness echoed to
the twang of the hunter’s
bow-atring. Birds ou wing,
doves and parrots fell
thick and fast to the
unerring aim of his shaft.
The wilderness shuddered
as he roared, Ha, Ha,
Siva, Siva in derison and

walked deeper into the
[hye?\loo%amnli‘ounaat
m.org | aavanaham.org
He then came across a

siooer, ' Movement in Sri Lankes

full grown buek apd doe

( By Mubandirsm E,

Sivarathiri

— —

P Rasiam J, P,)

and as he took aim, they
too plesded for their lives.
Pray grent us a little
time to go and covsum-
mate our conjugal blise,
then our flsash wiil be
willingly yours. Somaka
was on shorn and tender-
hooks; some compassirn in
the core of bis heart
flashed past for a fraction
of a minute ‘Siva Siva,
he gried ironieally agsham-
ed at his vacillat:on as
the auimals disappered
from view. 1 usk feli and
the wilderness began to
coil into silence. Hs hur-
ried to collect the birds
he bad killed. Just then,
the buck and doec with
other young ones of their
family came back iato

Divine and chanting at|eight. “I am ready, you
intervals ‘Siva, Siva’/.|0oan kill me® said tlLe:
Amvuged &% this, Somaka|male. Pushing the buok

aside, “Kiil me first, I
must die a saomangali;
widowhood is cruel even
for the wink of am eye.”
said the doe. Somaka sur-
veyed the famiiy that
offered itseif whole-heart-
edly to his hunger Moved
with a sirange feeling, he
thought of his wife, his
childrems and their proba-
ble sacrifice to a Honter,
mightier tham himeelf.
Vaguely he know the law
of life that was based on
8 vast gradated murder
which sametified his pro-
fession ... ‘Life in Death
and Death springing back
to Life from the trivialest
to the biggests ‘... The
gaeco pounced on the
moth, the gpider on the
fly, the snake on the
toad, the wolf on the
lamb; lifewise the liom, the
tiger eic, preyed on the
weaker victims while man
preyed on all.”

What was the difference
between the slayer and
the slain? Which was
darker, creation or des-
traction? He felt con-
fused. Somaka broke bis
bow avd flung eside his
bag of arrows, Night en-
veloped the area and
made him realise the im-
poesibility of rejarning
home, that was imilas
awsYy
the nearest big tree — a
vilva tres — and tried to
seltle down on its tough
brenches. As time passe
ed, dew fell heavily and

Hastily he climbed |

February 25, 1917

be felt miserable on his
perch. He ghivered with
cold and the terrors prow-
ling below. Besides, for
8ll his killings of smal
b rds, he hed pot taken a
m-rsel of food, throughout
the day. S, tormentsd
by hupger and chilled by
crld, he kept often shift-
ing hig position, thereby
shaking dowo not only
drops of dew, but also
some leaves, flowers amd
fruite from the vilva tree.
With every move of bis,
he had involuntarily mut-
tered ‘Sivs, 8Siva’ and
passed tha night rather
restlegsly om the precari-
ous perch.

The dew, the leavag, the
flowers, ete had fallen
o an upncared for Siva-
Lingam that lay «t the
foot of that tree;, partly
covered by vegsiatien.
Aud that was the pight
conrecrated to the worship
of Siva — the 14th day
of the waning moon —
“.ivarathiri”, At Mount
Kailas. Parvatoi address-
ing Lord Siva asked ==
“verily sremt you kind
even to ocallous sinnera
as in the case of Somaka’’.
To this the Lord is said
ko have stated in expla-
nation, “I'rue, Somaka
was 8 hardened sipper,
but he had at least for
a day, compelled by ecir-
cumstances, fasted with-
out food, kept vigil the
whols night and dropped
offerings on to my Linga
underueath the vilya tree,
involuntarily> thcugh.

will obtain fjr him absc-

lution from all kis past
8 ne’’,

What reward would
then bes to those, who
perform such penances
solemnly, sincersly and
devoutly on the Sivara-
thiri night, so sacred and
acceptable to Lord Siva ?
With day-break, worshjp-
pers 1o the city bad cen-
gregated and brahwins
were chanting, ‘Siva Siva,
Obeisznee to Thee'’s

Sivarathiri is thus a
festival dedicated to the
worship eof God. Wateh-
ing and preyicg is a pro-
cess of perfecting man by
instilling in his mind
(gpiritual progress  im
terms of the Vedic Prayer:

“Lead me from Maya to
Truth, from Darkneess
to Light from death to
Imomortality®’.

e

WraPae apry Guis palfueme; eyl bdrad
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