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Aspects

{Continued from paged)

note small shrines under
the pipal (arasm) tree or
the margesa tree.

There are some import.
ant vratas of this God, Of
tibese the monthly oatur-
dhi {the fonrth dey of the
bright half of the moath
espeoially  during  the
month Avani ( Sraven )
msy be mentioned. The
Vinayaka Caturdbi of this
month ig gslebrated with
great aplendonr in wmany
parts of 1ndia and Ceylon,
pariicularly in Mabarastra
where it is a great nation-
al festivals It is worth-
while to remembes that
B. G. Tilak the father of
the real Indian Indepen-
dence movement made use
of the Ganeea Caturdhis
50 jostil nationa'ismm ane

raligions davotion in his
coun'ty.  O! the other
Vr.tas, tre Pillaiy.r

Perumkatai (the period of
21 d+ys during Karttikai
and Markali) ouiminating
on the rixth day of the
bright helf of the month
Morkali 8 very import
anb. It is oalled tho Vi :a-
vaka Sasti day. Aoocord-
ing to the Hindu mytho-
‘opy Visnu who wag cur-
ied by the Guddess Par-
vati io become a surpemt
for false evidence was
fread from the curse after
profisting Vieayags dur-
tog ke 21 days. Dauring
‘he 21 days, Pillaiyar
Perumkstai  (shs [storier
tecounting the greatness
of Vinayaka) is read b,
the devoteasin the templ:
r in bouses. The Pars-
nas and stories dealing
with His grestness arg
also rocited. In  some
templ s, laksaroanas (Re-
peuition of one lakh names
of the God) are per.
tormed daily daring this
period,

The worship of Vina-
vaka heg spread to Ces-
tal Asia Soush Ess Apis,
Urica and Japun especial-
y through Boddhisw. /s
\ regult, ope ean nsotice
diffsr nt nemes of this
Gid o these oountries.
In  South Eagt AsjE,
Ganesa worship wes spread
oy Hindu enlonists and
traders too. Thus, He is
Enown in many parts of
igia.
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Implanting firmly in the heart the five letters,
the eight letters, the six letters, the four letters,

the tender Letter and

the great Letter, (I boist)

the Temple flag thus displaying the unabsshed
union (of the sou!} brought about by the tender
Letter (Sakti) with the Great Letter (God).

Hindn Qrgan

Friday. Japuary 7, 1977

Malaysian Hindus' Message

PR S,

Fregry flourishing with the unfailing assis-

tance of pature,
atteagtion to tourists

Malaysia
from all

has been a great

the world over.

Sweet and sustained memories go with tra.ve]l.erg
jn Malaysia when they return to their own countries,
That is the symbolic aspect of Malayeia.

Hindus in this pleasing country of Malaysia

are an integral part of the nation.

They live

there in comfort and are therefore always dutifal
Liviog a Hindu life—away from the mother coun-

try oapnot always be a mabter of routine.

Bat

it  stands to the eredit of the Malaysians and to
the Hindua there that the latter are able to live
as Hindus practising their religion without let or

L‘hindnnca.

the Muslim Religion

That a Malaysian Minister professing
should have along with

Tamil-Speaking Ministers partioipated in the open-
ing oelegration of the World Hinda Council in
Kuala Lumpur and offered sincerg pongmhulatioas
and wishes is a mabtter of great significance.

The Hiadu way of
history of itz own,
ity in

life in Malaysia has 8

In a way there is a gimilar-
places like Malacca with the customs of

the Northern Part of our fsland. The impaot of

Porsuguese iavasion hss

had its
However the Hindus

effegt in there
have been able to

tide over the intrusion of alien religionists and
to preserve the Temples for the future generations.
Temple worship in Malaysia is significantly sng-
gestive of the survival of Hindu Tradition.

Malaysian Hindus take great pride in @onvey-

ing to their kith aed kin io

Sri Lanka fhe

_.mesgage of religious affinity and. warmly thaok
visitiog Ceylovese for their partic'pation in reli-
gious observances while in Malayeia.

Here is a message that meaps muoob, Hindu
Civilisation bas lssted tbroughont the eges and
bas the potential to attract the attention of the
entire world till eternity.

— ——

and The Tamils

S, Sivasubramaniam

Continued frogp last iesue

The problems relat ng
to the Tamil Language
which are very vital in
themselves are howsver

pot the only probiems re-)

Sri Lanka (Eelam).

ccuntry. The entire posi-
tion of the Tamil people
in the geveral set up of
the country has to be set
right completely. More-
over, the constitutionsal
machinery of Sri Lanpka
as & whole requires funda-
mental change epart from
the provisions relating to
the rights of the Tamil
people.

lating to the welfare ofjand suitable Constitifigi

the Tomil peoplo and fhe could frigndebip, sctual-'nees and prosperity.

e hel
Only by means of /5 éa?ﬁg’r&ga%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁg%gf

The worship of the God
Ganapati as the Supreme
God is called Gapaps-
tyam. The God Vinayaka
or Pillaivar as He is popu-
larly known to the Tami's
oecupies a uniqae place
in Hindoism- He 18 in-
voked firest, whatever the
type of the work that is
undertaken by the Hinduas.
He is given the first place
in all rituals whether in
the temples or elsewhere.
According to the Hindu
mytholoyy He 8 the
eldest son of God Siva
and His gonsort Parvati.
But His parents have
given Him a place above
them too. 1t is said that
the axle of Siva’s chariot
was broken, When He
went to destroy the
casties of the wicked Asn-
res ia the three worlds.
Simply becanse He didun’c
pay homage to Vinayska
helped His younger bro-
ther God Muruka to get
at Hs Beloved Goddess
Valliyammai, Such is the
grestness of God Pillaiyar

The origin of the wor.
ship of Pillaiyar harks
back to great antiguity.
Recently, the Finnishi
scholars like A SCO
rarpols bave opined that
Vipayaka was worshipped
in the Indus valiey civili-
zation. The earliest liter-
ary references to Gana-
pati- occur in two of the
hymaoe of tbe Rig Veds,
dedicated to Brahmanss-
poti and ierdra. The
former cone begirs as
#'Gananam tva (anapa-
tim’' and it is repeated
in all rituals where Ha is
invoked. As He is the
Lord of obstacles, Vigh-
naraja or Vighnesvara,
he is invoked first, lest
there be any ocalam'ty.
There are a few refer-
ences to = Vipayska in
the Krsna Yajurveds,
Aitareya Brahmana and

ity and mational uonity
and welfare be achieved.
Again, in turn to evolve
a euitable constitation,
triendship and good-will
between the variouns com-
munities and creeds are
pre-requisites.  'We are
thus faced with a delicate
and diffioult situation; bat
it is not insormountable
if we seek to work with
faith in the Grace of God,
the nltimate Master of the
Destinies of Mar, Natione,
Countries end the Upi~
verse- The application of
moral principles based en
Religlon, in the conduct
of pational affairs, ivclu-
ding matters political, is
indispensable. if any
group of people and the

sua a5t n gl 86488

GANAPATYAM — SOME ASPECTS

e el

BY V. SIVAS\MY

Taittiriva Aranyaka
which bas the importang
Ganesa Gayatri verse.
Later worka too refer to
Ganapati Among them,
Atharvasiras  Upsanisad,
Ganapati Upanisad Devi-
puranam m3sy be cited.
The Hpics and espsocially
the Paracas to rafer to
this God in detail,

The earliest image of
.he God Vinsyaka is found
in the North West Indis
and Afghanistan. This
belongs to the age of the
Kosanes whose cuins alao
bear the name * Ganesa’.
Among the sculptures at
Mibintale in Sri Lanka
dating to about one or two
centuries earlier than tue
images from Achanistan
(:nd C., A. D.), there are
gome figures of the Ganas
ident fierd with Gane®se,
If this is so, the worship
of Vinayaska was preva-
lent over a wider area
of South asia from Af~
ghanistan to S:i Lanka
at lecast by the second
ceantury A. D, L'his
evidence may throw some
light on the history of
Gaospstyam in  Soutb
Iadia. "I'his will be taken
up Cow.

Historians generally
take for granted that the
worship of Ganapati was
introduced into Tamil-
nadu by the 7th century
A D., daring the reign
of the Paleava Narasunta-
vaiman after his sugcess-
ful raid at Vatspi. Bat
it is diffiealt to accept
thie, as the contemporary
Saiva saints 1hirunsvuok-
karasn and Thirugnaoa-
sambsptbar refer to God
Vinayaka in their * theva~
rams’’, The picturs and
the ideas about Vinayaka
that we get in the ‘*sheva.
rams’ lead us to the oon-
clusion that this worship
was not something new,
bot part of the Sava
tradition dating beek to
gaveral ceaturies earlier
Farther, recent archaeo-
logical excavations io
Tamiinadu have anpearth-
ed ymages of Vinsyaka of
the 4th century A, D, Iu
this context, i is well to
remember the evideno:
frm Ceyion wkers thie
worghip was already
koown atleast by the 2pd
or let century B, C. It
is now reasonable to ae-

{sume that Ganapatyam
was koown in I'ymiloadu
a8 early as the Sapgam
Age, a8 pointed out by
Mr. K. V. Jaganathan,
Whatever the antiquity
Gapapatlyam had became
an iotegral part of ghe
Uam:l  Saiva  tradition.
Toe termple of this God
i founa all over Ipdia
molu“ing Tesmilnada
whe e He 18 5 very pe—
pulsr deity. Recently
Mr. M. Sathasivam from
Pamilnadu has ooliected
references to Pillaiyar in
765 Tamil literary works.
Pi. Sti & great echolar h g
said **No other God hss
become an lotegral part
of our life like the God
Vinayaka”. The various
semes of the God a.e
found

in the astottara
namavali avd Sahssra
namali  eelebrating His

greatnes , O. these names,
a good number of them
lars cummon to the other
5.iva deitiea hke Siva,
apd ~kanda. It is gener-
ally heid that Lord Siva
H:mse!f agsumed the form
of the Lord Vieayaka to
des'roy the evii symbo-
bZad as the Gijasura,
Vioxyaka Bymboliz:s
the sacred syllable “Qm”,
Taw is said to be the
bagic, or the primordial
sound (pada) tho cause ef
the uriverse, Philosc-
phers, s:iats aad poets
have wr.tten or sung

{about the various aspeots

of the forms of Vinayaks
The Silpa texts describe
the variouns forms o: Ving.
y2ka, of which 16 are
wmore popular. Oae of the
moet popular of the forms
'8 called the Baakta Vina-
yska with the pasa,
ankosr, tusk and the
mecdolia in each of ghe
four hands and the trunk
will touch the meodolia in
one of the haads,

He is 8aid to ba the
greaf scribe who wrote
down the Mahabharata is
the God of wiedom. He
bestows are types of bepe-
fits o0 Hls devoters He
could be propitiated with
whatever the devotes has
within his means He is
worshipped by all classes
of people the rich and the
poor, the learned and the
illiterate. He will forgive
the sins of His devotegs.
Chere are small and larger
temples of this God in
Iodia and Sri Lanka. Be.
sides, al pg the wayside
and riverside too, one may

(Continued 01 pige 3)
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