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THOUGHTS TO BE TREASURED

fis snargapd, Byl gy T

walds susrrapd, v gyd ADFEp

sis emsrryw, Gsrurld urewmer

oags sharrgpr, srarn wHsSGo.

There are four kinds of destrustion to be
moticed, to wit: the daily destrnction or sleep,
the interim destruction intended to relieve the
sonl of its longstanding fatigne, pure or total
destruotion whem the whole universe is absorbed
in its original osuse and the destruction (of
Malam) when the Lord’s- Grace is implanted in
the soul.

We should add here thas there are several
varleties of interim destruotion or S VIG ST FOSA LD,
guch as death which takes place at the end of a
man's life in this world, spurss Fsnsasyod or dea-
truction at the end of a cyole of thousands of
years which form a dsy of Brabma and destruetion

at the end of the span of life of a B;shms.

#inda Qrgran

Friday, 9th June, 1978.

FIRST YEAR'S FRUITS

e

July 22nd. 1978 is fast spproashing. The first
year of the U. N. P. Government that eame to
power in an upparalleled performanee at the polia
on July 3lst, 1977 is under review by both sup-
porters snd oppouents, each group for its ownp
benefit. 1a between there is the Common Mar
whose comment is that which ought to coust.

How hes the ordinary man fared daring the
period of eleven months just ending? To amswer
this question the data mast be supplied by the
Government in the form of statistioal information
on the implementation of the U. N. P. program

 of work as enumerated in the party’s manifesto

of 1977. In other words the Premier and his coll-
eagnes in the Cabinet must issue 2 esomprehensive
report on their achievements. their failures and
their imactivities.

' Paking our mind away frem politieal pledges
and promises let us analyse the economic situation
with particuler reference to the plight of the

people in everyday life.

The tall talk of reducing the incidence of op-
employment cannot be taken all too serionsly as
it has been the pattern of proclamation by every
new Government, However, the U. N. P. Admioist-
ration must place before the peopls the particulars
of employment granted to the apemployed during

she period up to June this year.

Another major guestion is patorally about the
coss of living. What is the present position? Does
it justify the geveral statementeof Ministers about

proposed measures of reliei.

Je the ordinary man able to got his eight
geams of gereals] This is question number eone
in the aati-U. N. P. Qasrters. And that too must

be answered
How does public opiaion stand. We await the

Premisr’s expanation.
e
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Self Criticism
and
Correction

et

The procedure of self-
examinasion, self griticiem
and self oorrection is ab-
solutely neoe:sary on the
part of all isdividuals
end communities if Sri
Lanks is to sread the path
of Righteousness, Happi-
ness and prosperity - One
facet of this wholesome
procedure appesrs to have
benn summsrized ia the
ancient Latin saying:

“Mea culpa maxima est”

(My share of the blame
is the greatest)

This saying and the
ideal behind it was tan=
ght to me when I was
a student at St. Jeseph’s
College, nearly sixty five
vears (65) ago the very
Rev. Father Joseph Perera
0. M« L., ona of the nob-
lest of human beings,

this humble writer bas

been blessed te come acr-
oss in this journey of life.
No doubt this ancient
adage is well known to0
many.

My perpetual prayer
is for the welfare of one
apd all both in and out
of Sri Lanka Let one of
the features of the Dhare
mishta Socciety or ttate
which is sooght te be
gstablished take eognizan-
ce of the inherent sound
pess of the above guota-
gions, alomg with other
priciples that iz 8 for-

thAs REMES Foundation.
rg BoBIVAREBRAMANTAN

o DBT D o (= 2)

SRS ae e

105 / 2, Hulftsdorp Street,
Celombe 12;
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GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

P

Bup there are those who very comfortably say
“] have ne need for God. I bave a cobsciense,
which tells me what is right and what is wrong.
I will endeavour to obey it ” But, conscience is a
mytb. What a man oslls conscience is nothing
other shan the decisien of his iutellect, based on
his ideals, knowledge eto. Toere have been persons
who at one time hated bribery, but Iater became
ardent votaries of it. So puttiug in terms of oon-
science, at Ome time their conscience disapproved
liberty, and at another time approved it. Orthodox
meat - eaters have become orthodox vegetarians. i, e.
at ome time their conspience approved meat - eating
and st spother time condemuned it. Agsin, we see
she conscience of one mem approving marder for
polisioal purposes and the conscience of another
man abhorring it. We thus see that consoience
differs in she same man from time to time and in
differend persons ai the same time. Conscienos is
there - fore altogether undependable. Morality can
depend only on religion, and the existence of God
bas o be adwmitied fur she maintemance of moral life.

Having thus demonstrated the need for the
belief in the existenoe of God. our philosophy
gays that there can be only one God., We first
arrived at the existence of God in our attempt
to explain the change the Universe under-
goes. God is thus the wielder of the Uaiverss, 'There
osnnot be two beinge each indspendently oontro-
lling the Universe. Bo the Vedn says, ¢ There is
only eme God; cut sages oall Him by different
names”. ‘

The next tesch ng of Shaivaism is that we
are all souls and thas souls are realities A reality
oasnot come out of mothimg, and a realisy which
is nos eomposite s eternal. ''he soul is not com«
posite amd is Sherefere eternsl.

But there are thoss who deay the existence
of the seal and regard she bedy as the individusl
They hold that thinking is done by the mervons
system in the brain, But merves are mers chemi-
cal produets sud are therefore non -iatalligent, If
e man frequently repeata 7 times 12 is 84" this
troth will come to bim whenever he Wishes to
know what 7 simes 12 is. But intricate mathemabieal
problems cannot be golved by such habit formations
There must, therefors, bs something othex than
the body to do work of shis kind. Shaiva philo=
sophy esys thst which does th's is the soul,

But asother olass of philosophers say that
the solution of problems csn be dooe by the
mind end that the existence of the soul does
oot follow from this, In answer to this. Shaiva
ohilosephy says that the mind is only a tool and
nod the agent. We control eur minds in several
ways. Wheu the mind is prons ta be idle, we
sometimes press it o do the work in hand. When
it sbacte a wrong act as & reilex, we maad it.
The mind is thus only a tool and not the agemt,
Ihe agent is what our philosaphy calla the soul.
Mind sod body are ite oole.

We also see that onr knowledge is very limitede
There are phenomena which even the graatest goiene
tist is still unable to explain, Wa ars therefore nob
omniscient. Bat, when we see men posgessing varying
amonnts of knowledge, the jungle-dwe'ler baving a
drop of knowledge, an ordinary graduate a we'l of
knowledge, @ professor, 8 sea of kaowladge and @&
Raman an ocean of knowledge, we have a right to
infer that thesoul 1s oapable of omuissienogs. Since
men are astually not omoiscieat, bhere must be
something whieb keeps down this ecmuiscience, Oar
philosopby oalls this Anava. ‘

ardgSe aprg Guils wfaer sy syda wara S
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