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Glories of Shaivaism
(coatinuad from page 4)
that what they ask for,
somefimes they gat it and
2t other times they do
not get ik, Whean they
do mot get it the better

class of people gstiafy
themselves with the
thought that their Karma
dees mot justify  gheir
getting it and thet nothing
ocan alter the #V.dhi®,
The others blame Gog

for not granting the re-
quest and get displessed
with Him. It is distress-
itg t0 hear even gome
educated people quoting
Appar’s line,
“GuanBant Gvan 3ty

R ARGT &L i’
in snpport of the practice
of praying to Gad for
worldly ends Buat they
musi have knowa o their
cost that very often they

did pot get what they
prayed for. They alsg
koow that the whole

world, including atheists
are getting e greag many
things they desire, without
sny appesl t0 God. Besides,
Appar’s line does pot
convey the meaming they
give it. What it realiy
geamg {0 mean ' iz that
God gives only thosa
thinge which the worship-
per aotually needs ang
which oan ultimately help
his spiritual progress,

Juast as a physician press
oribes only that kind of
tood which suits hias
patiznt  and not other
i.ings that he may agk
for, so our Lord Paysician
administers the Lasw of
Karme in such a way as
will give the sonl ghe
maXimam help for its
recovery from Amnaviec ill-
aesgs,

l

The offer of gifts to
God in  return for the
granting of requesta i8

osged on the gross mige
anderstanding of  the

wtributes of God. First
of all, God is perfect
and has no pseds, He

therefore hes mo need for
he gifts of those wha
make requesis. Secondly
He has peither likes nor
diglikes, Bo gifts cannot
pleage Him. Theéy also
think that God can be
flattered by specisl poojas
but that if His dues ara
aot paid He gets dise
pleased and dues them
harm, 'These men bring
God down to the leval
of third rate men.
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- PRAYER FOR PURITY

e

Deepavali Day as it
popularly called is an
occasion for remembering

_a significant event in the
- anoient past that expressed
the spiritual theory of the
ultimate  extinotion of
egoism by superior soul
force.

Narakasuran who finally
came to his senses
after a sustajned con-
frontation with an Incar-
nation of  Providenoe,
however,  wished 'that
the succeeding generations
should learn a great lesson
from bis sad fate and
and advised that the
annivereary of the day of
the demolition of his
devilish egoism ghould be
observed in the form of
. purifieation . by ablution,
denning of mew oclothes,
pure thoughts, noble deeds
and pious prayer 0
Parameshwara.

A gerious interpretationol

the laudable sentiments of
Narakesuran wounld msan
oleanging ourselves of all
impurities and equipping
ourselves with everything
pure, Hence the ides of
new dresees and rows of
illamination.

Bat the Lokayudhan
always itching for sensusal
pleasures has taken advan-
tage of this Deepavali
oocasion by indulging in
all probibited and sinfu!

activities on that' day.
Taking alcoholioc drinks,
eating meat and

eventually ending in dis-
astrous brawle, have been
" the items on- the agends
of the Lokayudan,

We whe traditionslly
subgoribe to the tenmets
of Saiva Siddbantha have
been put into the ead
plight of watching irreli-
gious activities being per-
formed on the Deepavali

Day in Tamilakam. No.

gerious attespt has been
made to dissu:de misgui-
ded persons from following
this foolish and sinful
way of celebrating the
Deepavali Day.

On our part we Wou'd
suggest that [egislation
should be brought in to
ban the use of liquor,
the slanghter of apimals
snd the sale of mutton,
beef and other similar
foodss on all egeasions
that have a religions signi-
fiesno and on that acoount
made Public Holidays.

stories and of . the

of the Universe to that

in birth after death and

of a lizard chirp. They

The misfortune of the
ordinary Shaivite is his
ignorance of Shaivasm,
He is a gheep, Ho says
and does what men of
his type sy aud do.
Everything novs! appeals
to him. He has B0 means
of distinguishing right
from wrong. '

At eme time there were
two distinct religions in
Thamilsgam. One of these
is Shaivaiem which was
the religion of the eul-
tured clase. The other was
a combination ef buman
worship and devil worskip.
The Annamar and Nachi-
mar were men and wemenp
of high rank whom their
dependents adorsd while
alive, and worshipped
after death. Kaththava-
rayar was a gient, Madan,
Karuppan, Veeran and
Periyathambiran were
devils. The Vairavar of
the unrefined cless is a
preternatural being, A
form of Kali also is wor-
gshipped by this olass
These are all beyond the
pale of Bhaivaism. In
course of fime, these two
classes of people mixzed
up, with the result that
the ignorant seglion of
the refined class and the
most fortuoate sectior of
the unrefined class became
worshippers of God as
well ag man and devil.

There are three more
beings worshippsd by these
people. One of these is
Mary at the Madhao
Church in North Ceylon
whioh is regarded by
Roman Catholios to be a
holy shrine. A'nother being
is Meera of Nagore in
South-East India, beld in
great vemeration by Mus-
lims. Their worzhip had
its birth in suggestions,
and io its growth was
duoe to the mereenary
spirit, which was charac-
teristic of their worship.
If a Shaivite falls ill,
his neighbour who bas
already become a volary
of either of these foigjiici

advises him to msie0lab
offer to the temple fo
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GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

By S. Shivapadasundaram B, A,
(continued from last issue)

PopurLAR SHAIVAISM

Popalsr Shaivaism is the religion ef those who
have mo idea of the content of the Ssiva Shastras.
Their knowledge of religion consists
religions beliefs
their midst. They worehips God, gods, men, women,
giants, devils etc. Most of them wear saored ashes,
attepd temple worship and observe fasts. :
conception of God ranges from that of the Creator

Puranic
in

of
current

Their

of a doll. Severa] of

these think that the events of their livesin this
world are written on their sknlis,

They believe
are keen on performing

post-mortem oceremonies. ‘I'bey have great belief in
omens and in the ohirping of lizards. Even very
important projeots sre abandomed on the hearing

ara devotees of astrology,

which ocauses them endless suffering.
1get himgelf healed. The

patient had already heard
st ries of miracles being
pérformed  there. - He
accepts the advise and
makes the vow. When he
recovers, he goes on %
pilgtimage to the temple
with his relations and
friends, who alsc gherish
reverence for the place.
Whenever a maan falls ill
the probability is that he
will recover, because of
a large number of disea-
ges to which a man is
subject during his life
time, he recovers from all
exept from the lsst ome
He would therefore, have
regovered even if they|
had not imade any offer
to those beiogs.

The worship of the
third eastraneous being
wag imposed on the whole
of Ceylon by a Sinhalese
ruler. This being is Kan-
maki. Kanoaki worship
wounld have been given
up on the death of the
king who imposed it on
them, if it were not for
faot that men of ourown
religion had been officiat-
ing in Kannaki temples
The belief in her divizivy
further grew out of a
false story fabricated by
ptory writers, that Kan-
naki was an Inocarnstionm
of some deity Whoeever
reads the story of Kan-
naki in the original work,
Silappathikaram, would
not acoept the incarnation
myth. s

Silappathikaram says
tbat when Kannaki proved
to the king that the 'pu-
nishment of death given to
her husband was unjust,
the king was so shocked
by the thought of having
done an act of injatice
that he died immediately.
Neither history nor legend
speaks of any other king
who lost his life on the
mere thought of having
done an act of injustice

would have beea your
feeling when you saw
the king losing his life
on the mere thought of
having been unjust to
wards your husbapd?
You stand before the
corpse of the noble king
What is the feeling that
would arise in your mind
when you see the corpse
before you? When you
went up to him you would
have wished some ade-
qusate pupishmert o him
for having ocaused the
death of your husband.
Is there a greater punish-
men$, than death, not
an ordinary form of deatt,
bat a death caused by
the thought of having
done s wrong? The sceone
does not emd here The
queen saw that the king,
her hupsband, bad died.
The sight of his death
took away her life Could
a wife bg loyal to . her
husband? Here are now
two oorpses, those of two
of the noblest creations
of God, one am idesl
ruler and the other an
ideal wife. My reader,

if you had been in the
position of  Kannaki?
Whatever you might have
felt, Kannaki's thirst for
vengeance 8fill remained
unquenched. Even devils
are believed to be gatis-
fied with the death of a
gingle being” A story was
further fabricated that a
pinch of a pap of hers
get fire to the oity of

.~How oensueha
being ever get such a
guper-natural power? Yet
this being is worshipped
by a large number of our
people, and there are
poojaries prepared fo per-
form pooja to it. These
perjaries are at beat nom.
shaivi'es,

Most Shaivites wear
gacred ashes, But there
are & few im towns who
are not keen om wearing
it. Some of them are not
prepared to take the
tronble to make or procure
it. Some others set so
little value on it that
they prefer to go with
an empty forehead before
their non-Shaivite bosses
There was a time when
it was the rule for beys
sod girls to. get deeksha.
Now it has
exception and even the
few who get deeksha
elther perform Panchak-
shara-japsm mechanically
or perform DO japam at
all. The indifference to the
wearing of sacred ashes
apd to Panchakshara
japam is entirely due to
people’s ignorange of their
gupreme va'ue

We now come to their
form of worship. A large
proportion of Shaivites
think of God everyday at

In the reslm of justice,

the time théy wear sacred

HdJyvNooiahamgmemd@tiimhes. Very few go to

akiugn:% My arvendahalh youg)!
een Kannaki, what'

bad

temple daily. A fairly
'gqod number go once @&

Skanda .Shasti

The devotees of the
Lord 8kanda (¢ Lord of

fast and austerities foreix
dsys from 18t of November
at the Sri Sivasubrama-
niya Swami Temple., Kew
| Road, Slave Island, Ce-
lombo. Devotees will
participate in the echant-
ing of the holy mantra
of the Lord Skands “Om
Saravapabbava’”  contie
nugnsly .for all the six
days and nig*ts of Skanda
Shasti.

week, on Moodays or om
Frideys The ethers
attend temples when situa-
tions compel them, If a
child falls ill, either the
father or the mother goes
to beg God to oure the
child’s illness This re-
quest may assume one
of three forms (1) It may
be a mere requst. (2) The
request may be ascompae
pied by a gift such as
a special pooja or ar-

what would you have feltl

besome am|

of a gift if the prayer
fs granted. e e

in the belief that  they
are likely to be granmted,
But everybody Kknows

from his cwn experienoou
g

fcontinued on page 3) -

anayde apry Quis

~ ; Qliprlig- it o -4
—ADSHIETES K &HS UG e T

Garsrppop wis @sis °
@®paiar guitsd: arps

BIGTRMD W DS Coprmie
mhpeud Geauered wes

Cuarmu@andr asutH

dariigs = s VEU L s
& weRMD.

Printed and published by the

Proprietors, the Saiva Paripa~
lana Sabhai, Jaffaa ar their
Saiva Prakasa Press, 450,
K. K, S. Road, Vannarponnai,
Jaffnaon Friday, October 27,
1978,
Editor-in-Chief:
R. N. Sivapirakasam

5

L)

SR T T T

Kataragama) will cbserve

chana. (3) It may also,f‘:,
be made with the promisg -

v -

B o
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