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SAIVA SAVANT
SHIYAPADASUNDARANAR
N, SABARATNAM B a. rovp ' Esq.

(Joint Secretary, Saiva Periyar Centenary Society)

The name of Shri Shivapadasondaranar is beld
in bhizh esteem all over the Shaiva world of today.

1+ is troe that the younger gemeration of today

knows little of his glorious life, hence the Saiva
Periyar Centenary Society has in its list of priorities
given the first place to the publication of bie

- geats of power

D¢ Kennangara, Fr Legoo,

books and books about him.

Shri Shivapadssundara-
par was borm at a pro-
pitions hour into a family
repated for Tamil learning
and spiritnal excel.ence,
Tamil Literature end
Saiva Religion dominated
the entire ontlook of his
forbesrs; and so it coald
be said that the Shaiva
Religion was panting for
bim. Sri la Sri Arumugs
Navalar's time was uap;
and perhaps his unfinished
work ocalled for his Second-
in-Command. Jaffns, was
longing for him. The
Shaiva religion which had
been in the etrangie - hold
of salien forces for two
gantaries peeded amo her
leader 0 continue the
good work of Navaler
who bad blazad the trail
and gave the people the
right iead.

Buat Shivapadasundafas
par belook himself prime-
rily to Hiedu Eduesticn
la this, be eaw the
emeancipation of our youtt
from' Miesionary ioflucnce
that tempted them into
their fold, Secondary ed
cation in Hoglish was &
must for youth whose
parents bad the means.
BSo the trek to Christian
eovools entrenched into
through
State patronage had to be
arrested. Shivapadasunda-
rapar dedicated his entire
teaching career to tbis
stupendous task mainiy
through hisexira-ordinary
capacities as tesoher and
administrator.

His acalevements in
the edaeational fizld and
his views on tbe burniog
issues in KEduocation and
Educational Administra-
tion won for him national
recognition Leaders like

H 8 Perera, P ded Ku-

|oratne yied with !

LT

another to exchange views
with him With Lis powers
of eclear expoei‘ion and
incontrovertible logic he
argued for the educatios
of okildren in the tradi
tion of the parents’ fatth.
and called for the State

Take Over of Schools as

the only measure to fulfil

the task. How prophetic

he was could be seen in
the
bis recommendatien after
17 yeare,

In the field of Religion
he wsp international fame
megnum Opus
“Saiva Sehool of Hindu-

with bis

ism"”==the erly work by

anyone in Sri Lanka to

be deemed fit for publiea-
tion by G-orge Allen and
Uawin, London.
Uoque among
achievements is the abid:
ing impac the had letf on
his pupils whose irfluenge
is manifest in the Cep
tenary celebrations of the
Yavent taking place on
a ooul ry-wide scale.
To the present and
futnre geuneration he lives
ig bis works on varied
subjects, Saivaiem, Eda-

implewentation of

bis
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cation, Psychology, Com-‘my)a)upﬂb ‘afig adums

mentsries, Logic eto. It
ie unfortunate that his
books Ssiva Bhodam and
Toiravarudpasyan whioh
were in use for severa!
years have been replaced
by irrele ‘ant selections.
Lhe Ceatensry Society
will leave no stone untur-
oed to have them re-iutro-
duced for po better books
bave ever been written to
sut the ohildren’s needs

Shri Shivapadasundara-
nar was a scholar and
aathor, teacher and sccial
reformer, mighty intellect,
lover of Shaivaism and
lover of God. Alatﬂlﬂﬁeliib
him our land meY adived
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Saiva Periyar Centenary Reproduction
GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

By S. Shivapadasundaram v .

(continued from last issue) .

The Cbarya form of worship copsists in render-
isg bodily service in temples, service to devotees
and poojak to acy one of the well-defined images
a8 thuse of Maheswara, Vinayaka and Sabramania,
In the Kiriya grade the love is manifested in
po0js to the Shivalingam. '[hose in the Charya
grade can also worsnip the Shiya Liogam but cap-
not perform the Pocjsh. Whereas in the first grade
there is more exercise than to the miad aod ip
e second grade more to the mind than to the
body, worship in tne Yoga grade is pare'y mental,
In these three grades sne worshipper regards God
a8 differeat from bimself and uses image for worship.
In the fourth grade, she worshipper identifies him-
self with God aad finally becomes one with Him,
which is the ultimate goal.

There iz another form of our approach to God
whioh can hsrdly be oalled worship Ia this form
imporiance is att:ghed to things concerped wi:t;
tbe bedy Thoughts of perso al welfare of wife
a.d ohildren, of weslth, position, amti‘jon ete , fiil
§he heart of ihs worshipper who prays for thess.
Tacee tocughts are ingonsistent with worship. They
0a0not cv-eXist with the tuought of Gog, Such
¢sneideration can fiad no piace in the Presence of
God. Lhese are fun ticns of Ansva and it myst
0e our sincere eodeavour to belistle thess as much
s8 pos-ible Besides, we hive ample time to pay
at'e :hion o shese all ths time we do vo: worship
sad we miy sdiok of the-e if we wieh. If we spend
a2 hour s day in worshiyp we cap devote to these
the remat.mg fi .eea hours durisg which we are
awake, Sume of these we get as the resalt of past
Karmsa, some others by bard work and otha:s we
msy never get, Worship hag nothing to do with
these things. We derive only what our Karma
entitles ue t0. We shall mot attain avy good for
ths wmerely asking God for if, If we could, the
L:w of Karma wouid fall to the gronnd, aad with
I8 our reugion too Everyons who beg~ for favour
frm Gud gescny a iaw of tacse he begs from

‘G@.: Lbese reach h:m ss K irmig ¢ffecis. Thess
be w uid bsve goteve: wihom bezging for thew.
overyday #e get endl »8 tbivgs  withous asking

Gud for them. Atneists evidently get s greag many
¢f tne thiogs by wsh 50 h-ve wishont any appeal
0 G d & is thus waste ‘of breath to beg favour
from God. Csses are mentioned n our Puranas of
m*a whe performed pesanc s @3d got {rom God

:woridly e:ds wh «b are unly wages, Mal‘kﬁudeyzr’s

1o 18 ssid to pava been p~u1005ed &8 his wages
for his poojs.

owig tonw awsdh wifar
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Praces or Wossaip

T"e home and the temple are the ususl places
of worship, To a #=ligioue man, anv place is good
ennugh for worship. Such a msn has ssid, *'1pink
of the F.et of Sviva at all times whether sitting
Ot sianding, lying or walking. With mogg people,
worsbip or at is short and simple, immediately
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atter wash they devote a few minuites to worship,
Bome sing & a few sacred songs. Some others re-
pest a mantram a bundred times with their miods
fixsd on God. Some others perform Sandhys
Vsoda am (?2Bwrasdseariv) whigh includeg the
sb ve two items aleo A few perform Poojah which
is a losg form eof worghip. Just b-fore eagh meal,
most people bave m short form of Worship. A
9ommon pragtice is to wash the face and bands
and to wear Thiru-Neeru with a few repetitions
of some maotram. A goud many contempliate God
OB guing to bed aond on rising from bed.

In the temple, the mind gets most attuned to
worship during the peocjah which is attended by
elevating sssociations. The temple is equipped with
everything necessary for worship aod is ss superior
%0 tug bome in the facilities ror worship as @

feantinned on mavse 29
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CRITIC OF CRITICS

Lt 2o oo Bod

To be skilled in textual critigiem, ome must
be & top-most scholar.

Navalar the Great silenced the stubborn prose-
lytizers by his capacity to mees oritioism. In faot
he tarped the tables oo these orusaders agsinet
the Saiva Faith and emerged as the Champion
Reformer of Hinduism, Closely following this concep.
tion, Saiva Periyar Shivapadasundarampillai okose
an additional field = the medium of the language
of the foreign proselytizers.

Expounding the Saiva Siddantha philosophy
a8 outlined in the Sivagnanabodham of Meihands
Swamigal, our Baiva Periyar went @ little further
and abiy refuted the fallaciona criticisms aimed at
our sacred Faiih,

Somasundara Thembiran Swamigsl of Dharma
pura Adhinam, a religious Must that has contributed
greatly to the preservation of Baiva Calture, in
his search for a ‘good exponemt of Shaivaiem who
oan correct all misconceptions’, found in onr Saiva
Periyar the ideal scholar to oconfound oritics:
The reference was to & book written. by Mis®
Violet Paranjoti M A., Ph, D. on Saiva Siddhsnta
Philosopby . : :

Here we quote with great guste the werthy
words of the Thambiran Swamigal:-

“By the Grace of God, my sincere frlend’
Sri Shivapadagurdaram of Jaffoa, conseated,
at my Trequest, to review Miss Paranjoti’s
work, snd has written this little book, clear-
ing the misconeeptions by logical arguments
suppported by a good number of homely illustra-
tions. How Chit ean operate oen Achit and
vice versa, how the changes in the evolutes
of Maya are only relational and not essential
how Maya illumioes the soul and is the
opposite of Anava are amomg the subjecty
tully explained. His rich experience as the
suthor of eeveral worke on 8aiva Siddhanta
has been brought to bear in his trestise
making the snswers to the eritie most convin!
cing. May bis good labour dispel all miscon,
coptions on this subject. May Lord Shive
bestow His choioest blessings on him.”

i1 was left to our Saiva Periyar competently to
ocontinue the trend of Navalar Perumsn. As a stal-
wart school master of great renown, Saiva Periysr
gould ekillfully survey the field of religious crusades
and sucoesefully 8pot’~ the  spheres that needed
immediate attention. Hence the. ‘Salva - Polbsns
geries and the brilliant expositions of Saiva Siddan-
tham—The Glories of Bhaivaiem and An Qotline of
Shivagnsnabodham.

In thie memorable year of the Centenary of the
birth of our Saiva Periyar let us be dutiful to our
Saiva Faith by belping the present generstion read
what Saiva Periyar bad left behind as a lssting

legacy to the Saiva World namely his writings.

Quite appropriately the Saiva Periyar Centenary
Society and the Baiva Paripalans Babhei have
faitbfully underteken this duty. Digitize
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GLORIES OF SHAIVAISM

( continned from page 7)

sohool is $0 & home in the convenieness for study.
The unique value for temple worship is recognised
sot omly by the Shaiva religiom bui by every other
religion also. Protestant Christisns who uee only an
empty hall as thelr place of worship regard it s
indiepensable to their religions life. Cbristians eall
their places of worship the Church which means
God's sbode. They value it so highly that the

word has eome to mean religion itself. For example,
the Church of England means the religion of the
English State. Qur Baints regard the temple @8 the
life-centre of & village or a town. Appser says,
“The town withont a temple is not & town; it 8
mere jungle’ ke means that the inbabitarts of
the place are me better than jungle trees. Uma-
patishivam tells bis mind. “Do pot go to these
Chandalas whose hesrts have killed the thougt of
Shivalayam.” All religionists regard the templs as
s saored place where God’s presence fs specially
felt and which serves as a place of worship acd
nothing else.

A Shaivite goes to temple after bath but before

meals. The bath tomes the braim and fits the mind
for deep ocontemplaton. A light stomach is heipfui
to concentration and self-cuntrcl Om his way to
temple, be Is enjoined to think of God, repeatiog
gome mantram or gaered songe. He is thus =afe
from distraction on the way When he enters the
temple he prestrates and worshipe, hallowing both
his body and bis mind. He gets in ard finds
himself in front of the saored presemce cf God.
The temple image is trebly divine. It is oalled
Vigrabam, which means a body. Just as we identify
ourselves with our bodies we idemtify God with »
Vigrahsm.
Stcondly, the images signify God. One of the
most sigoificsnt of these is that of Natarsjs. The
ring which encircles it (S§mema&,; is Pranavs. The
Pransva oconeists of five sounds representing res
pectively God Parashakti, the soul, Adishakti and
Malams, i o, God and the whole umiverse. The
druom in one of she right hands indicates greator.
ship. The other right hand indicates protection It tellg
you not to be afraid of anything. The fire in ore
hand means destructien. The right feet pressing
down the giant shews the crushiog of Anava. The
oplifted feos offers Divime Bliss. The smile js the
weloome offered to the worshippers,

Besides symb:lising the Grace of God they also
influence the worshipper. The dram rsminds bkim
of the fact that he was coreated f v the attaiament
of oneness with God and he must therzfore lead
s religious life. The wvplifted bhard teaches him
that he need have no fear at ell, bat he should
do the right with mno theught of sucsees or failare.
The fire teaches him that it may overtake him at
any time and he muet therefore make the best
use of his tslents and time, The right foot induces
bim to orush anavie desires. The uplifted foot
offers te him Divine Bliss, whigh is his uitimate
goal, and towards whioh he ought to march straight,
without deviation.

The stimulus given by these symbols produces
an spproprists reaction in the worshipper. Seeing
the symbol of creation he realfses that he was
oreated by God for the purpese of attaining Divine
Blies aud that he must therefore endeavour to
make himself Shivamayam by clothing his thoughts,
words end deeds with his love for God. The hard
which symbolises ptotection eauses the response in
the worshipper of leading & moral and religious
iife. His respomse to the third bard is ose of
hord work. As death may occur at any time. the
present time is everything to him avd the future
s undependable. He responds to the right foot by
subjucating his desires and keeping them under
control. in response to the uplitted foot, he loves
God with all his heart and constant!y thinka of
His Sacred Feet. Most other images have two hands
called Abhayam and Varadam. The former offers
protection and the latter offers Divine Blies,
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The Shiva Lingam {ne
tended for the mere
advanoced souls is more
looncentrated in its signi-
\ficemce. The Lingam indi-
‘oates Gnpnanam (knowing)
snd its seat indioates
Kriya (doingmess). The
‘former shews that God
is all knowing and is the
gouree of all knowledge
and the [atter that He
is the Lord whe performs
the Pancha-krityam. As
Parsmeshwsran, He 18
bcyond us and is uBre-
lsted to us; as Pati, He
is in ues and with ns, our
liherator and bliss-givery
linsratinag us by Bhristy,
Sthithi, Ssmbharam aod
Tirobhavam and giviog
biiss by Anugraham. The
woerd Lingam 18 a com-
pupd of ‘laysm’’ and
“gam’’ which mean He
who causes the involution
and evclutien (of the ani-
mate and ioavimste uni-
verse,

Another very significant
image of God is the Sun.
It is more than a million
timeg larger tdam the
esrth end gives us an
idea o' the greatmess of
God, which no otber image
cin give so tangibly and
o nvineingly. In its pre-
geoce, livirg beings sre
boro, live snd die in this
earth This shows how,
in the mere pregenes of
God* the whole ubniverse
nodergoes evelation and
involation. The worship of
God in the sum is the
very first item of Shiva-
pocjah.

Thirdly, in the installae
tion geremony Prathisht-
ys) of an image, the
mantric form ot God is
impressed om the image.
This m-'mtric form over-
ghadcws the etone or
metal of which it is made
and stands belore ns as
God Himse!f, Bages say
that in the mantrie form
{God is as visibly present
a3 butter in cord The dai-
ly mantrio poojaperformed
after the installation
makes the presence more
and mor»s visible, Jast as,
if the curd is echurned,
the hutter comes out in

i's true form, so if we
vorship Goed with love
and knowledge, He will

bless va with His Darsa«
pam, Temples vieited by
f-aints are more eacred
tnan cthers as their invoe
oation of God produces a
more lasting effect than
the usuai installation ceree
mony.

(To be continued)
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