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PhBI BIreLBL & SMgurulhbs QFinLEhiD PG LD OBTELOBTINILIT BTV HEuID B(HHSHmD
RITHOTH yeoUiuBD, L USWST SSPID, UPwen BNSQID 6T BTevs HM G ib
Clurgieur el SILLGINWID LeHPeNUjtd 6L Bkl BT 60T &b B 60 QB msL® T 1T &b @HLb
BuisTngl, CLIBDLEEUT DFOUDBHUTET. B. CeUCTENETIEUTTRIITT SIEUTB6T BTLh TSI
Carebarifwi Breuhe QeliouTHar Lsv @lenl g g6l e uhbSIOPF Qeuiul BemsT 2 6
ST BT QRNTIT B6T. Db B BbBTeNTe0 QBHTevBTUWG Bt Neir Bghmenn gl upEh
QL BeMedi LEBHITNID WITSSBUPLD LISHIPENLD BHBPID BT 60 2 _61(H 6T6iTLIg QB lBlbImi.

Cgprebasrinius eyeprurAfluir usogd BT BIrHUTeN Fwebiibe WIDTW 61BGSHI
BTL (HbBemsnu b GoHOBTesiL e, SHbEFTeL euBEFTsL <y uiis dlenalub geirsmio (tpsiteflemevuitb
miflL e, el Gasveyd QBTenL Ub @Gids CFT60eTTeTBID LIL iTdhanBULIET 6TeT T 2 Frfluir,
2T AT Hif wiTigeLGeut” (566 6UTHIch 6UTT eI, LISTE0SH LIGTRIBITU I 6T65T L dsm_LgazmT/T QaFsueytd
QBTemL Wb STETITENIDGBE 616TTBBID TUPHUIDBUND Dfib.
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Db B DUT 6T Lwellsy 616rdhdh6lTenh LITeved eIeILUTTS G 10MIliycbaamed siaflgbeiml. GFsvey
(WpHedlw BrHGIeTsLID apeliL bt o Ml ererLr srer i LT Qb 6iTem B W (LpDEmMUIBT D T D
BT (peTeiiemevudi b eFemeuiiTesiBID UL THendBUTL_ b sTrmy shib Qbmeiiensemins Sl TiT
<y, Fflwir, GuomerLigw @revnemeib DT Q@ retenddehd BT B Y, @Hib.

Q@ redBTLLIULID 6TIPSHGHI [BI6O (DINTFTOVUSITID) CFTEIEITsD (FlIGBFTEVSHTID) QUITH6N [BIF 60
(DITHSD FTOVHITID) 6160 ApsrenBUTL DimDBehl 1DHSBL & @STAIUWIDIDWTS SWID G @BerleTUD
cpest mitd Seubiest aiBid o_ewrTSHSBID b QLB Cbliier [BIreVTEID, B Ilemeruiiuied demeiusy,
SLiwsL, QUITEheTLEL, Gouim iguisb, 2 _suentouuisd <y, mitb @eTLImI D CUTbeTiest 61681y (p6d1 GevTTiT
QBT T T U 6D 7 erBengwmsd SfluiiuBid, QBTedsTiiluT s enit Qur e
e1651i6h QFTheflwer b Qurmeflaub apstmiG sarug Qewiwefliusy "omib (pHevTdiu
(pibpsm QU@L @ 2 flul" eTaimgBenTed eleb@bd b (PLAUTEHEBD (PpHH CUITHeiT 61681 mID
SIED6U DD (IPHEVTEF QFTELELILIBID 61T MND LITDHEB6TT leubDenmu it oG o Ml e16s mib
2 swriibglentit <y Fiflwir. Sihasreoggled DBUGUTMmHST UnUQUTHeT stard Gameireniiul e
6T60L6VT (B> DHHBBH. DISLIRGUTIHET LDUIQLIT(HSIT 61651 M QGHTELBT LTI HIe WITeBTBID Esvemsv.
Dichh Hlemewruilesr euemeuilar sTpBlenemt. HBUICUT el suenBullen BisLsY, 6T(PBIMEOTU LD
(WPBHHEUT BT, BEBUGUTmS, o fllCUTbei eTaTD @ps&@l SUHBUIQID DIBLICUITHET EUENHESBUNT 6o
(PHHELIT BT sTaTLILIBeug @wisvL], DisveiwisiL) 2 _siten @ 1D BT ei(B, Blevenit, GILIm(PGHIOTLD [Bleveiid
GCUITpSHID (P HHOLITHETT BT, EutevL] B(HBEHID BL ITELD Blevanid QUITPSHID (D QT HemTu e,
(p B GlsveaTLILIBeUS! 6T M GPIHEMNDFCIFTELEVTEL T(IPSUTEMWID GMIhPeud @IVl 6T65T QN 6p(HENLD
vwieflemsvemutld GHfidbBHeud Ceunurt, o udbr e1er eul GQmSlullh Famliu@G Blensvullsy
@b BErDuTEneId CBIT6Td, 2 LFHISTTID 6T HeWHSD BIDUT (pHs0 eTerliti(Beugs <y uilh
sUMBHED 6168TLIG BAHID B GHPISHCD. Bleopd QUTPGID 6161 DI BBenio GDIbIHIVDI.
@HGs CBriLiTy CBTEHE WHEDT(HETENIOUND 2_6uTT HHILD.

"oy ullh suemBHCH" TN Ehevend Gb B DLITEEHT (LpeTevTTeh Snpiii_ L ee)D LIL TEHETEYD
&, BOVMID, Dis)al(HENEHSD 6T60F SiL I UIHIT60 @@m@ (psiTeriT DleuedigpeusnBUD Faf)l B(HDHDH60
Beousti(BID, DI6UN(HEUETD 6TEUE(HEUEND 616 I DHNTSH6L LIsLEUT BB TlLIhI, DisheyFlemipemu i mii I jeueuT
Y SOTTIT, BeHeBl (LpeBTemieiten Lglermmi mrDLTeneuulid Chrad auend Sl B HUTENsY SBI6UT,
oleyflsF "CFBuwimrest Gwr STHmW Weds(Iptd LUGGWL" eTRTUSGID Dihensi Di(BDHHIeTeN 3b S
BIDUTeBLD 6l Fn [ICIST 6T60TSHBIHTERTIMD HEUDWIST (LPH6VSHI BlevdFluied LenTSHDm, DiBoHD
WbGID BTGB LT D6, Blevddlib BrevgdBind Guisvy QeTCn .S B e
@oauemaswril Biflbodl. STHMDUISBD (PHe BTG HlevhFiwed e Uiflsuruller. sir
(pBHedisTiantb LoTensv (Lpgheduieayid GuITapdluey et Liflsurulle, <y, ulsnib eneuLIEaTheiD " Blevid
GlrpSly ettt @uisoBLILITID", 2, HeTe, (LpHGsveTiILIBeUG! [Blsvid QLTSI B xTig et 6160 GLomifleuit
BuisoLeooTb BT GT T, 6TaTOID (1pH GV ILIBOUS B UNBeUHBHES 6TMOUD DIHENETTT =y, AT,

(b CurapQeneriLBLD BuwsvL) @sveuTm @beuenBLILIBEHENGUUND 2, FFWIT (pHih CuITmengs-
BFTHBE (Lpigexled " 2y UTH euenbHCH" eTardr Gil (Bhemsvud Geumi BBEUH BT B 6V
B OTeNIDEMUIUILD 2_eITanIDLI LISUENET 2_GIFTasimedT Sieuell 2_esiTeXlieh 2y derilsy Gipeusncsil-
Ifeyd eT6In BHHHTHBaTaD DiBLGUTHST eflsdhbbBled Bleviptd CUITAPHID 6Ter (LPFHevi(h-
6UNBH BB TEINHND GehTsOBTIILNIT BlHeNeTeNSHIDES cpeluTH6 6TELIG Eeofigh LOLILIBLD.

BH STOID 2 @THSHUUL L Bl DibhBHlmenich@ (PHHOUTHET G, <y ullgid
Bevuailuisor] DIBLGLITIHET Di60THY, -

BTl h MIHmevsGUIH D Uysrembd @enL (ul L gl Ut Gsu o Ml QLirgher DjsLsves
wwiFisad QumiGo erer Gouswrignmy. Csuewirt_ Beu @Bleweot b MLIGUITIRET FnmiUL L i, 260761
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mbdlenard@ifiear Sisbeors 2_flu QuIrGEnb B BIDOUTOND SaDevTeTTT, (PIgMhBHB! (1pIghIHEVT D
2 _USFHIBTTION S, "(pHeevariiBeug < Luslm euendd8s" 6161 L 615D BHIbOBTRIL LT H]T S en
pleh BT, @eleupbatd CBTsLBTIIID (IpIpSHID BTeRTLLBID Qe efugn’ FAmbal efeTRiGID.

Croha@mUEUITBsT CiFilamd (WpdHeor e Cuom P L 6T, SisuDDIST Q6TIID DIl IGUIT(HETT BT .

o MALGUTHST LeomrTHeL (pFHediayd Seubpier BISSHPID Y, GID. DHeuDIUST SHBLIGUIT (H6iT
Q&I D @eLenev. BUCTHELDSGSLI LIBID Snmitd eieNbBID B UPHHOUTHET BBHLIGLITHEIT
o fALQUITBET APeUSHBUIST sTHMELD F6evTdH,

"L H6v LIFH6L Biph B0 B hichs0
21160 Reubnledr Bl HID sTelene
' G @pm dremeviriflenemrcbehifili QL mGern”
6TEITEILD [BF DLIT 06 BTG GIBITebab! UIsWTTH6L [HeLB6VTTT b eoTTID. " Blewemrdseh 2 MLIGLITmei" s1611 18
(peT@arTir 10JLy. Flensmiuld CUITBEmD DT 616U Cdpefwiiu®D, Fevenicsauis QuTbsit
sTeTeNgLI GQUIT(HL GTLGLITHET T6vrsL QUTBHBTHI, BIBL QUITIHL GSTILIGOUT(HSIT 6TaTeuD BWeoTHl.

urL et LuleiTmensy BT BRIGTNsL (LpFeL BMHeYTILIQUITR6IT 6TETD (1p6sTGm GehiT el mith. G@ﬁsﬁrﬂm
DIUDEDD HISUQIBIBTENEY (LpFHsv 6Temh Gemsvulleund 2 il ersorcbamemulguib ab 16 Gemi_ufgund
HBisuguib (ipenmenioBu FmbH .

SID APSTTDHEDIST @ UTL QIS 6UBHEIBTeL cpe i @wliller o fiurmeflar Fmiiyb
Bresnglien @mUQuT®stlsr FAmib peBGeo @willar b APl s®SBIUGD. (PBHD
Quraefh smUEUT®HEHD DiHheflar 2 MALGLTHERD FPbaE BDDsL UTL QUi BT 6w,

" Blemet @ IILRUTHST eTa8IMBTe0  FlewswtGougy o MiGuTheir Coumy sT6TLG! GleuslliienL.
o ALEUT®HL & Coumt <y 6u60r BHUGUTHEBD (PHH GUTHEHD QUIT(HaTeT (LPPHeiTENIOUND BIHOYD
2 _flemwujib <y, aW ApeTmitd Flenewids@ Couswi(Bousd, Siened Flenerulsosv eilehFldbHlenes Gaumi
DIHMESIL_ T BlevdFluisoL] stenr Bletn Gplehd Cougy Disueur@n syementut cpsdt puomid, &ehdd
Blenewt Goumy Fadev (FaBIT) WITD 6T LGID BTevdhdlutsor) Geumi eisurTGm LimeynTid.

"enb Blenewt” eTUpBlenemTh B B(HOUTH 2_6TeTenel, b FHlenenid @b B (HeUT LIT N6V
b Blememienl ol (Bb Gy AT indbabel Bibelw b Benem siaienTg’" 10db BT BIHaTW
DB ENEVH 56T GTSTDITIT, EEODUIHITT BeTNIUISTSID (56) DIBEN&HImesupd ©_6ouriT hhHeurGm"
ST6H USNTHI. DibhFlemewt BGUIPEDISTETHID grbBlement, 'Diwenebslener’ sterit tifleymidlermemnio
SMWIsOTGID, 2, BB6u DIH&T (BTT6wND) g Clpiflersy Geussin(Bib.

"ougQuurT Lim il

OIENETUSOT LITTRIHIGDILD

Sigsueny ulleoLnde

6TEOTLDGVTITIT Lj6LEUT"
STEOTSDILD (B MILITEYSTT LYDID 6TeOILILIL L 60T 6neBbalemenuid GUBBBlenemuyd ib Lmbs! ebdSlenerit
LDib HeUT Bl 6B HBem6T GLITHIH I 6n6uTch B6wiT 6T6II Il @ _eMBichiT Bab6i16X1 UTGITIDLT6voTT 6TeD 710160
T HOUT 2 enfHHHelenTi DisuelTeti(Bd Siblilmibd 586 Beheneubild "Dibe b dslener"
sT6T ILI(HhH60 EUIsUL).

Qemeosriniuiggie ereirL, Gumlu, stererir, Qumblwsrir, ((pFHedur it & LU DIeIS!
DieUDmTed SHOD S mreund SiSptd HIOPLLEvaUHID LImeyD 2 _swniT HBLIGIMID euTiiiiL]
BIndGHd BlewL SBIGTDE, HiSpH P Gumewenwiud BSwhb G Filu Blenevenuujb
o ewIT Bl G, SHOPTe LPehAmiLD Hevsorgub HeL surpeyd BerutiGumnd &fl BHevoriayb
LsvediT blediment, S HIrsLB6IMer QFLiLiuptd LImend ilwsvr Slemen.
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QBTOBTUIWID QBTL SBHSBL TS H Qelepwiund DS @D OB UILID
ISSDHOMDHDI GBI G (1pSHGiIbBeeTUID Q6T LIeNTFHGBHIID, FT6rTey BT HID e cpeusn
Henadhpsd @earenipuited Qbloqid GPigb gnl g B guilensd e Geuewti (b pHemeud 61 Lileor
SBEIGLILID FnDIGNTIT, (LSH60T UGB! BIDLTET6V 6T(1pehehI UGS HIBIPlsL 2_sitenion oi6uQerpdich-
BCIT (B QUeieIeuTWw AP D CFy (IpliLighhl AP DI 68T 2_6WIiT & HIBIRT DG, DD (6T TID
BHfQUIIPSHS! Sis06V. GDMEIST (I SHHIILIgIEBT (IptD 2, WIH(PLD Y, Bl DDeLpedt mutd Guomiflufent_
QuirediiLienGeu el Sl Gl Wletm PEILILIGT 606V, YUISBID (L ILIETETILI(BEYEHL W)
Dig pefluriih Cpraifignd GPwsaT uparaimd 2 uIGrT® LeiThd sussvrmest Ol b
<y Wigstigeirerl! gelldbaslLBD, (persid erand Frirfers eellbai TH Bloikhd QFTsvade
FDDISEHD ST ID, WBTLD auBeuf BBTID &I Blhbd O Bib. eildhBlei Gapl g6t (LPEWET. BIHEOTIT 60
Ghpwedsrb GhmETh BsvensvBush Gsbenev, JBCRTTH GBI eumBeTaiuler ST
weyh aurgrensl @eveme? o BFHIIE GSMIbBUPD WBTHBIGT UBSID (LT FFldb b &wmT)
2_emeUT(hID FTTUT6L 2 6wl Teug Ghmluelierib, "Bur" sisiignd Hefl Guomiflh@emgml wisyib
UBDH Coveriiigh . Sigemsd SidbGhPweisgpd Gafl QuIpdSam (WD DIdDEST
QEDTUI BFTHBIOT S DIbBCOWITID. 2y ufleDID FTiTHEHI UBIHENEL IDTLITES DL LIgh).

@mﬂﬂw@uéﬁg@pm BellCiomiflch Besi @b GBTL it Qo e Bedigmid FTruTh & paECs.

Frbgieured 10rerCs. (pHIw QIET HIen @gyéﬁd’;@wmn@w Baypid 2_BIpD 6T(PS GBI
UL e, Seubmledr @& micbabid Frirumuler,

2 Uigtb peflwmuignd GnODpSSI (PTeTbID ILERPSHSHINIBTETHID BlDBDH HTed [HHC
B®HSBI DUDDBIST FTTUTED Dho*BLLBLD, DIBTTEL 6110HOBRTLILIL T FTTOILIPSHCGeoriu L
FTibG euwmpd wyller cpermib 610pH CHTyerarBoy iain 119D HT BT, <, BT em o ufler,
"6THRBILILIBID BT (IPDH6L a1y e misuTUI (IpLIL. 616TLI" 61607 QBT ELET AT BHHNBUND
DIUTHENBI 6TWWHSTITUIFFeuwip Y hmensoud CHTHILBeNTTI. 2y iihhar 668 . 260
2 ulCrupsibosallar el o ulirdbse. arsrn @meuTuieien aWsHIILECRT 96T el ehmev,
BIOIPl60 @ _ufliThGev, @M, Ii...860. TETIEID APSTED GEIULITWETOTRN, DieUDEND

“Lisiterfl uSlsLsur Gleusbsomr Glou

2 _@heym euTd) wisrGiom GuiiThaHeb

geanuiCyTBmey BiflbguuilrdsHed

g uiflien eyt bapsorGm" 6160r ©_UfliThpund (Hiredt gLy - 17)

"wieupest euflGenr euB I G mID’
"G ¢BID MMID 2Y, YLD DT YD
L ¢BbT1D GOMID =Y, 63D LOT6)ID

"L &TID eMmib <y 6uull eorment’ (2_ulliT iwirilutsv 4.29.28)
"I0eBID M miD" (&hwesLiyewrflusd 58)
" YUIBID Do e.BITD BHITEN6LLLIGT" (Gomyd woiyLy 7)

'yeiterll sisingy GbD @ Seflbal Bevy e1upDHLLBLD. Ysitealluler 66l o_@meayd eugeayd sTer
gemeiul Gursv B euendhdl edujmbail ysiafullsr Gmsb el (sufl) augalh ysitaluil G pssv
Buieorgl, (pwpoe sten FHPDH yeTelQwr® oo eflliusrsd srer seuflangaimh ysitefluil -
QL ppliuBID, (WpaHDeT 6Te efliiugl BTHBTIWD. DD 61(1pHBI BTSIGID 2_ et elhHs
Caprermnd 2 maub bl @mifluib (1phasesr stergnd Gomsvalsr eedlujb 6uGauTa Ul o Heyid
wpenmBw BT Heiba emiflunb,

o_@Houd BT LTI QUTHEmel. eerm Qe surulleors wearsSm Curbg Syilsureopwili-
L(BIb 2_heuth sT6LsLTGleuUTeIS G 261, Bi_Glsurad, g Guwirel, WpyClaTel, FriGsTel, AMLGLITED,
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QeugQuired s1er Coupur® CbhGevTsd @e9dbe 2 2_&H (.

ussiTgmib @enFuip GisueiBGeumr. e, QTSI uaTADIIL]. JFFDLLL LeHTEIsTEHD HDEhF,
(psLEmeV, (LD, QBUIZGED, LITEMELLILIERT 6TaTLIe FIMIILheyenL Wwe, euGlouTariDed o @,
BoumiumigsbsemevCuih Lisstt GsumiLmT (B LisVEITT ST HI. DH6USUSTHTENDNUI SQLILIGDL WIT B GbT 6061 (H
611 CBHTell Coupumi en. CBrd & GHev Geuswr (b, GBmedbdlar D(PHeL el (ppus o 6irem
2 WQruwdd @eubsurarmibd GeushGaip 2 meemL eniouired eunmler Ceumur® 2 eonyLi-
uGalEIDG. DuppieT Gmewjb QBB QETlElamer, SbupgeL UBGeTL QL 1pddbieT
suTENLOUD GiDETENLDU D EENL eDUID LISVLILIBBISTDEN. HUDUIPIDENIDUYSTEHLD Hevfleh S el ghid
LsOLILBBIBIMI, D ILFBCTL BID YeTtsrl eTedTLgGNID Lol LB BT
"yeirefluibm apedr o ulir eflldba@leor s
GuouiGluiT(BEh Flouggud Sisheiluiey
CeBHBH (133)
Quoiii o _ulliT Birudlet HeTeimeuT b (139)
stsLsur GomPlsG o o _ulliTaum auflGu
2 1 bub Gwiiuer o (rey Gsrersy
SUEHTITIT (40) - e1gImensy auflaugensud GBMUIBHET SisUsv.
Quuiuiler Guihens yeteflGur® mlemevwisy, GuuiufGmsvsomid LeTeNGWIT®H Blemevutsy.
ShPwWIST (D SHCDer Quomfius sTesimeney = uibg GBTL HTeVT .
yeirerfl, epmmy, Gous apetmnd GeusuBeumy <y Fiflwir QgprebBsTiniwir HUGUWIT ApeTmeNeTUID
Y, ETHID (pemmemipeniLg QGG LevaTHeh allBHSTGD.
o_ullir Gureimeney o _ullQr DSk B6iT
2 1 6 (Gious) Gurermensy GLOWIGKLIIPS S B6IT

@shieyetemioenill igILEDL WITHS Qeresi(b @1 'GumErsL’ 2_heuruiIbmy. S, QufluGsTdm
BHHBIeU FTHDITID. BFHena,
"sueTTETheUT FedTLIT
Qumifleur FoHCBTeL BTGy
O eitgmLifl Gsvpaseir
Qsiiigeysny esiteuFTd
QT et T L Tesontd
CBTSHFDD! Grmmid
et 1blpfler Gusur bbb, "
eTeTeuT GuAfisyswL weuT. DieuT Djememwit Feo@r LT, e Gomflulley eluiTaresr Frebdirn
6TSTEMILD 6ULPBEHID F6UiT(H GBI bIBD H(bLD.

LIPSO ELILIPEmIDWITUIL LSIenndell Lgiemwowmiis Carhmib efllebid GSTevsriniunn
LT QUG LB GuDDr efenmIGSBIGIDS. BbBIeD Ly BIDDTeTBHenTdl uulleoll Ul 6
QU 6uT LPeLIe [BIr6v. HLOLPI6HT sur 1peTuiD gn MIBe6N S GBTeLBTI NI QUIT(HENABTTID LIy
Qauig @eTanmul HEneIPENNDE GIH UTELTH ML LITTeNEUMUIUD BHb AT, 2 UIes0BI60
@b CBTsLSTULILID 615 HIOPEF FHTHIBIOT BB aISTHIH BTN,

2 _sualsh TG flbeid @ebsvrsd euripailuisy Gbyiseamer RevdBewioTdd eUsTDTTHSD
euTpeIHE& MPIBTLIQUIT S BB IPID OB TeOBTLLILID BISTET BTG NMUITS (P FTLIULITSLD.

S
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EZHUTHTHADHIKAARAM - A FEW QUESTIONS

Dr. Kodumudi Shanmugam
Secretary, Tamil Valarchik Kazhagam,
Tamil Nadu, India

Tholkaappiyam, fifth century B.C., is a book on the life style of people and grammer for the

Tamil language of those period. This paper tries to raise and answer two questions arising out of
ezhuththadhikaaram.

First question:

1:2:5:21 B0 BBTID gBMTID ab@lb'
22 ‘BB 2 BIID QENBTTID Y &HID'

If this is the case. Our alphabet should read as follows.

AN Y BTGP QN TR
But the present row is as follows.

A Y BFre 2a6 gL gm
Why? '

Second question:

12523  o@rd Sbui uimy.
& 61681 GiBBEhAemen Goui1GLDS B myib.

As per this rule, g9 may be written as =y,

Now the question is, the grammar given is only for 23

Similar grammar is not given for ger. Why?

When g7 and gen sail in the same boat. Why is this discrimination?

Let us take the second question now. Thirukkural comes to our help.

167 " Disueligh gl SHPDBBT M 2_enL wWITenaidF GFdisis
HeuHEULISD ST 196 (HIb"

168. "isuaiiw QbehadHiT e U, BBPD OlFsueiiuirer
Cap®Bib Benarcbesls LGHID."
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1144 "SBEMOUNLITEL D6V BT S BeTCmsv
. HUGleugiD BHeitenio Bphe."

In these couplets, Thiruvalluvar freely uses <ysreusgiv in place of gg. The reason is there is
no word in Tamil with the letter gen. . All the words at present in Tamil are converting =yl into

e,

Tamil literary works were written in palm leaves. They were passed down to the generations
by copying from old one to new one. Whenever such copying is done, the copyist makes certain
changes prevalent in those days both in script and matter.

1.2.5.23 conversion of en to sk is one such change. The original form was sk and the
modified form was e,

Coming to gg, The original form was i and the modified form is .

This can be understood from the fact that all the words with gz do not have a change in the
meaning in the modified form of wuir. Both are replaceable. &iis and ena have the same meanin g.

1.2.5.24 "grem UTGHID Bt_aiom (HesTEL
Cap s aremev Gomifleuud errGeor"

1.2.5.25. "@%y wsrd Smia) eflgeyd”
These two stanzas certify for the replacement of gg and s,

It can be concluded that =yuis and sk are the original forms yielding place to the new forms
of g3 and epen.

Let us take the first question.
A+B=g
9+ 2_= ge1r
This is Tamil grammar. Sanskript grammar gunasndhi is as follows.
S+@=gand +g=g
9+ 8 =g and i+ ¢ = gen
Now we can compare the alphabetical order.
D QY DT 2 20 6T g ) 6 6 e

It is clear that Tamil alphabet does not follow Tamil order but an alien order. How did it
happen?

P60, PRielichehsv was entrusted to the Brahmin settlers in Tamil nadu. They just followed
Sanskrit more known to them.

We know the history of writing. Sanskrit was a language without script for a very long time.
It was called eraparés @flema. The first sanskrit inscription appears in Girnar district of Gujarat
State during 285 A.D. It is about maintaining an irrigation tank, for which a Pallava Prince was
made the administrator.
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Tamil, Bragirdham, Pali Maagadhi are sister languages having common script all over India.
The common man of INDIA spoke these languages in those days. The script is called brammy.
These languages had 61 and g in their alphabet. Asokan edicts belong to third century B.C. Tamil
script was even earlier dating back to the fifth century B.C.

The coins of Saathavaahanas had Tamil on one side and Bragiridham on the other side. Re-
garding script. Sanscript is a much Junior language.

Conclusion

g, epent characters and Poli grammar are some what later additions in Tholkaappiyam. We are
very much used to them. Anyhow let us not stick to their present positions. The following rear-
rangement of Tamil alphabets may be given consideration.
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The Book

(The qualities and methodologies of book writing)

Dr. S. Shanmugam, M.D.,
Thirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, India

INTRODUCTION: The world was formed millions of years ago is the scientific approach
of the Twentieth and Twenty First Centuries. There are people who believe that there is a creator
of the Universe and all living beings. Since human life which has been given the capacity to
analyze about these things is very short compared to the Universal life which has already passed,
it is possible to speculate and project some of the analytical thinking of intelligent human conclu-
sions. However it is not possible to verify the above facts by anybody, at any point of time and by
any means of human intelligence, and this fact should be accepted by all. It is more of hope or
possibilities, even in scientific circle, than that of natural acceptance mainly because of the non
availability of irrevocable evidences In this scenario, the age of Tamil speaking people is consid-
ered as time immemorial and there are various theories put forth to project the view. But one thing
is certain from the analysis of various scholars from the Western countries (there may be non
acceptance if told by natives in this particular area of information) is that Tamil is one of the
oldest languages of humanity. Which cannot disputed by any means and by anybody

The great Tamil language has been enriched with literatures of varieties, which any indi-
vidual cannot master in one’s lifetime even if the person is a Tamilian true to the nature and with
dedication. Such is the vastness of the literature available in spite of there is ~ conclusion that
what we are having at hand are only a handful and lots were lost to sea and fire thousands of years
ago.

The great Tamils have been guided for creating literature with knowledge and poems long
ago, even before most of the westerners could understand to create literature by the ever lasting
Grammar of literatures and social values namely the great book of Tamllians christened as
“Tolikappiyam “for centuries. There is awakening about the value of Tolkappiyam and is all the
more discussed and detailed now more than any other centuries because of the modern communi-
cation facilities. There are lots of books written about various types of thoughts through out the
world now. But there is no fixed rule for the writing of books and about the qualities to be taken
into consideration while writing a book being described in any of the languages. But Tolkappiyar
in his Treatise has given the qualities of any book to be written and also the negative aspects to be
avoided in a complete way using the last but not the least twenty two verses, some thousands of
years ago. Starting from the creation of words to the good qualities of literature, a detailed work
is to be seen to be believed.
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There is a need for a separate book to highlight the very good presentation of a book writing
methodology, thousands of years ago. The whole world will be surprised to note that some five
thousand years ago, the treatise was written with clear cut views on the definitions, uses and
qualities of any book which will be useful forthe humanity for years to come. The real knowledge
available for analyzing and for cherishing is the one, which goes by the philosophy of the book
writing, as discussed in Tolkappiyam. I is the duty of every good book writer to follow these
principles to make the book ever Jasting as in the case of Tolkappyiam itself. With these few
words, let us discuss in detail about the book creation and its qualities.

How to choose the words for writing a book?

While writing a book in any language, the most important things are three. One is basically
words, second is thoughts or contents and third 1s methodology of presentation. In the verse 1589
of Tolkappiyam, he is trying to give a rule for the selection of the words. For that he describes the
origin of the universe. The real information, which the author of this book wanted to convey in
this verse, is as follows. The world or the universe is the place in which every living being lives.
The formation of the living beings and non living beings of the world is due to proportionate
mixture of the panchapoothas namely earth, fire, water, air and the sky. So, the author is indirectly
mentioning about the creation of universe due to the blending of the panchapoothas and it is for us
to understand about the creation of universal materials. The Universe, in spite of the blend of five
elements, the functioning of it is entirely unrelated to the five elements. So, the living and non
livings are to be named as per the following methodology namely higher sensed organisms with
six senses, lower sensed organisms other than the above and gender differences in the forn of
male and female and the numbers namely single, many, one etc.

There should be separate words for each and every category of universal content and there
should be no compromise between the two different types of classes namely human and non
human in accordance with the usage and five categories among the above. That way, words should
be selected while writing any book. By means of this verse he is trying to give a methodology for '
the basic unit of creativity in any language namely WORD and its importance and the selection of
appropriate words.

The contents and messages of the book-conventions of society:

The verses 1590 and 1591 gives us some insight regarding the content of any book, which is the
second and most important thing for a book. Any book has got the goal or aim or duty of passing
some message or information from the generation of author to the next generation and generations
to come. So, the conventions of the particular society in which the book or the literary composition
is written, should not be violated. The words should be selected as per the conventional usage. If

not, the meanings of the words will be different and at times become meaningless or useless.

When the words thus selected are used for creating sentences to convey the information,
there should also be certain rules to be followed. What is generally accepted, as the way of
conventional presentation of sentences in creating literatures, should be adopted.

If the method of presentation of the sentences is not followed as per the conventions and
usage, the meaning of the sentences and words will not convey the message, which the author of
the book wanted to convey.
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The conventions and their origin:

The conventions and usages of the society are formed out of the efforts of intellectual, honest
and elderly or experienced people living in that society and accepted in the due course by the
society as a whole considering the value and utility of them.

They are formed and implemented by the learned in that particular society. It is very much
important to note that one society’s conventions are different from another and so the books of a
particular society should represent the conventions of that society. This has been depicted in
verse 1592.

Types of treatise or books:

-

The best books, which were written with out diversion from the basic conventions of the
society, which were explained in detail, are of two kinds as per the learned ones of the society
namely

1. Original or Creative work as like the book in discussion.
2. Derivatives or applied or secondary to the original books.

The verse 1593 mentions the classification of books.

Original Works: .

The person who is learned and knowledgeable and his knowledge is one of detachment to the
nature of the outcome of the work undertaken (as mentioned in BhagavadGita regarding the fruits
of action namely not expecting any great reward for the writing of the treatise or book) and highly
enlightened and wise due to his blending of knowledge and experiences of life, is the one who is
eligible to write a creative treatise. The one written by such a luminary of scholarship and a
person of impeccable personality can be called as original work or creative work. The reason is,
that sort of book gives new information and ideas and messages to the society, which were not
known previously. The great example can be Tolkappiyam itself. This is the verse. 1594.

Derivatives or secondary works:

The derivatives of any original work and the contents of that work are from any original work
and making an attempt to give the common man better understanding about the original work can
be called as secondary works. They can be classified as four types namely

1. Condensed or abridged (comprised)

2 Explanatory or expanded (elaborated)

3. Combination of comprised and expanded
4. Translation

All the above literary activities should follow the conventions already established for that
particular type of work as per norms.

The verses 1595, 1596 and 1597 explain the above information.
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How a book should be? -Or the nature or qualities of a book.
The erudite scholars have given certain definitions for a quality book. They are as follows:

1. A treatise should be explainable and possible to write explanatory notes and easily
understandable to all.

2. As like the type of work called as Kandigai (a form of book type in Tamll literature-
whether it is an original work or commentary is not explained in detail in Tolkappiyam),
which is having direct understandability.

3. The listed ten defects for any book should not be there as explained in verse 1608.
4. Thirty two types of techniques or methodology as mentioned in verse 1610.

The information contained should be acceptable and honest in nature and truth only.
The verse 1598 tells the above contents in an explicable way.

Rule for commentaries:

While writing a commentary to any book, the steps to be followed is clearly described in the
verse 1599. When a treatise requires a commentary or explicit by itself as in the case of Kandigai
form of treatise, which is usually self explanatory, the following procedure is to be followed.
There should be discussion on the commentary among the scholars in the form of question and
answers. This is applicable to even the best commentaries written with clarity and with out any
flaw. The suggestions coming out of the discussion of such a scholarly one should be incorpo-
rated whether it is deletion or addition to the already written commentary to make the work as
perfect as possible.

The qualities of poems:

After talking about the nature and qualities of the books and also regarding the commentar-
ies, Tolkappiyar is now trying to explain how a part of the treatise should be namely poem. The
qualities of the poem should be, as per the Scholars of high order as in verse 1600:

1. As per the already mentioned rules regarding the poem writing and its contents as in the
chapters on poems, poems should be written.

There should be economical usage of words while composing a poem.
In spite of economy of words, they should be self explanatory.
Deep, clear and sharp should be the compositions.

There should be no ambiguity in meaning.

o kW

The contents should be in such a way that it is immeasurable in nature, meaning the best.
7. The meanings thus derived should be useful in numerous ways to the reader of the poem.
Kandigai-a form of poem:

Verse 1601 gives the nature of Kandigai. The quality of a poem, if it is with out defects, and is
not hiding its meaning and gives the meaning in a self explanatory way and openly, then it is
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called as Kandigai-a form of poem. Whether it is also applicable to commentary is not acceptable
because of the previous usage of the word in the verse 1598.

The modifications of the poems or commentaries:

As like the form of Kandigai, other modifications are mentioned here in writing poems in
verse 1602. They are also applicable to commentaries as well as original works.

They are

1. The contents, which are to be focused, should be incorporated.

2. Without unwanted details, it should be written.

3. It should have necessary details. ) _

4. The poems, thus written should have practical approach and examples or illustrations to

make them more useful to the reader.
5. It should follow the accepted methodology to bring out the best meaning.

The above rules can be applied to commentaries as well as original works-depending on the
situation. But there is a Separate verse 1603 on commentary and so it is possible to think in terms
of the original work mainly in this context.

Commentary:

The commentary for any book should be written in such a way that it explains in detail
regarding the contents of the book. The related information should be also incorporated and
explained in such a way that is acceptable to the reader of the commentary. This is the verse 1603.

The questions regarding the contents should be answered. The doubts and misunderstanding
about the meaning.of the text, which may be raised by the readers must be clarified. This can be
done by, quoting from the books written by the author of the commentary or related books written
by other scholars. Ultimately the meaning should be clear and there should be no ambiguity and
the interpretation must be definite to the subject concerned. This is the best way of writing any
commentary, as per the scholars. This is the verse 1604 explaining about the commentaries.

The defects of Secondary works:

If the secondary works like commentaries are not in accordance with the already explained
and accepted rules, then that work is defective and not recommended for use in learning as per the
verse 1605.

The greatness of Original work

The works written by eminent scholars of repute cannot be defective at any point of time and
is respectable in nature as per the verse 1606.

The origin of defects In secondary works:

If the presentation and the meaning of the primary work are different from the approach and
explanation of the secondary one, then the secondary work is defective. It is like disharmony
between the singer and the background musician. This is presented in verse 1607.
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The defects of Books:

This is a very important verse (1602) regarding the rules of book writing. Tolkaappiyar was
very much analytical in his approach is derived out of this verse. He was trying to write the
negative things to be avoided in this verse first, before going to describe the positive aspects of
any book should be in the last verse (1610)—a marvelous exposition of his scholarliness some
five thousand years ago and unparallel in the literary history of any language and in short in the
whole world literature. Unfortunately this is not well presented to the world to show the geniusness
of the great Tamil scholar of repute namely Tolkappiyar.

The defects of compositions or books or treatise can be analyzed with clarity and enumer-
ated as below:

1. Repetitions of the previous writings.

Contradictions or inconsistency of the already said facts.
Incomplete presentation or understatement of information.
Unwanted and exaggerated presentation or overstatement.
Jugglery of words or verbiage. ‘
Misinterpretation or confusion or obscurity to the reader.

The presentation is such that, it is not relished by the reader’s ears or mind.

® N kWD

Words, which are unacceptable and rejected by scholars and using words of lowly
meanings.

9.  Without explaining the content of the treatise, trying to focus the interpretation of
one's own, especially in commentaries.

10. The presentation of contents are done in such a way, the reader or the hearer of the
treatise, may not feel better mentally and trying to create a bad taste regarding the
book.

These are the defects, which should be avoided in any type of book.

If the. above defects are avoided and not found in a book in analysis, then the book can be
recognized as the best work, is presented in verse 1609.

The methodology and techniques of book writing:

This is the Magnum Opus of the great scholar, which is not found in any of the languages
till date, and a great work in Tamil not exposed beyond Venkata hills unfortunately. This is the
third important component for writing a good book.

After condensing the knowledge learned, the following methodologies, which are thirty
two in number, are useful for writing a good work for the humanity to be followed and used
purposefully for years to come as in the case of Tolkappiyam.

They are as follows:

1. Clarity and simplicity of presentation for easy understandability.
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13.

14.

15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

23,

Orderly arrangement of the chapters in a logical and meaningful way.
Sumimarizing the whole content in few words in the end of the work.
Classifying and systematizing the contents for proving the truthfulness of ideas.

Using the already said information, untold information is to be brought out with out
difficulty.

When writing about the untold, the future ideas should be projected

Using the already happened incidence, the events to occur are to be predicted.
The presentation of already written concepts should be changed.

Coordinated way of presentation of the related ideas.

The presentation should be precise to a goal and not ambiguous.

Presenting the ideas of the author in proper places.

The order of presentation of the concerned type of book whether original or secondary
or applied, should not be changed from established norms.

The ideas and concepts already accepted by the scholars of that perlod should be ac-
cepted by the author after due verification of the facts.

The already known facts of the literatures, which are vanished from the usage in the
society due to various reasons, should be preserved by means of mentioning in the
present work by the author for the posterity to be benefited out of those forgotten facts
of the society.

Futuristic thinking is to be incorporated as like the past ones.
Clarifying the facts should be present, if not easily understandable.

Already known facts should be mentioned without hesitation, meaning that the origin of
information used in the book should be mentioned. This indirectly denotes the present
method of reference writing-what a wonderful scholarliness of the great Tamil giant.

The other works of the author should be mentioned wherever necessary.

The presentation should be neutral in character and not siding any views of the society.
This means that whatever is right should be written and not the views of the Majority or
the rich or the poor as per his leniency.

The bygone conclusions of learned of that time should be incorporated in the writing
wherever appropriate and applicable.

The presentation should be in the way of command and not doubtful.

There may be different meanings for the same one. But the one, which is best, must be
taken into consideration.

Already known ways of presentation of a book should be used for classifying the mate-
rials.

QOSTL Gu(pLbyspS QETasTINILG S BenTsar 129




24. The opposite views regarding the same subject should be analysed, discussed and ulti-
mately the views of the author is made to prevail.

25. Quoting from others’ experiences and also writings to be incorporated.

26. The olden ideas, which are there but not possible to verify and analyze should also be
" considered.

27. To highlight the facts, giving new information in between can be also done.

28. In spite of there may be views, which are against the ideas of the book as presented by
the writer or commentator, it should also be considered for incorporation.

29, Even if there is some deficiency in the words, it should be rectified and to be explained
in complete form. This is another area of best understanding of the situation of that
time. Usually the manuscripts were in Palm leaves at that time. If the writings in the
palm leaves were incomplete due defective writing by the copy writer who was writing
the book, that should be also considered and rectified and presented in a complete way,
is the meaning. This gives historical information namely that copies of the texts were
undertaken, by engaging copywriters. ..

30. Depending on the situation, various facts of personal views and the available facts to be
blended and added.

31. Remembering the already existing facts and pointing them in appropriate situations.

32. The facts presentation should be in such a way that they are understood by the readers
and incorporated in their day to day life.

Apart from the above thirty two techniques, new techniques of such nature can be incorpo-
rated. The writing should be short and economical but should be explanatory and having clarity.
The thinking should be cleared out of defects and mentally organized to avoid defects in presen-
tation. The presentation of the treatise must follow the accepted writing methodology and the
type of work to be done and understandable to the readers This is the way books are to be written
as per the definition of the wise men.

Conclusion:

A masterpiece of Tamil literature and literary techniques are being presented in a short way for
the world to note the geniusness, the versatility, in depth knowledge and the vastness of the Tolkappiyar
and Tamil language. This requires a separate book to write the details and nuances of this twenty
two verses of the great mother literature of Tamil available today for Tamilians to fall back for
explanation on everything regarding grammar of Tamil language and yesteryears Tamilians life.
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