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turning its pages at random, for the mere
curiosity of seeing what treatment certain
obscure words of classical Tamil had re-
ceived in the magnum opus of a great
scholar. Soon my attention was drawn to
an important fact which had never struck
me so forcibly before : namely that the
entire vocabulary of ~our peculiarly
symmetric longuage (with the exception of
a handful of imitative words) falls into a



14

number of inter-related groups.  Caldwell
and others, indeed, had pointed out the
Jact with regard to a few scores of words;
but I now began to see that this was the
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