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Miik of Human Kindness

by

Mr V. Slvarajasmgam
Tty Dept of Linguisties
( Jaffna University

— —
— S o

for
G.C.E O/L English Literature

(Poetry)

In October the author dealt with ** The
Snare ™ by James Stephea. In this issue he
is dealing with the other poem ‘ Plead Mercy ™’
The poem “*The Saare® is given in this
issue, as there was NOT enough  space in
October,

Editor

‘“Plead Mercy ” by
Anne Ranasinghe

" Plead Mercy  foo deals with << 'The Milk
of Human Kindness ** or ‘. Compassion, > The
author of this poem is Anne Ranasinghe. 'The

poem s a rdssmndlc plea for humane “treatment
of animals.

Summary of the poem

The author and her
see a bull pulling a cart
rending sight.

daughter haopened to
uphill. It is a heart -
It appears the bull’s task of pulling
the cart is beyond its strength. In its attempt to
pull, it shivers with exhaustion, and the bones
jut out. When it slows down its pace of progress
the carter strikes the poor animal with a thorny
stick. ‘The bull seems to bear it with patience.
It is so much accustomed to receiving such painful
strikes that there is hardly any expression on its
lace. However its eyes appears to beg for mercy as it
struggles hard to move faster. Saliva dribbles from its

mouth out of over tiredness. [n its attempts to
step furti_wr the bull stumbles and falls.

The poet’s daughter watched this painful ste—
~uggle of the beast and asks her mother whether
such agonizing life. is worth living. ‘She is unable
to give a proper; answer and replies” evasively
that it is better to live than die. The child is
satisfied with the answer. She feels wretched with the
statc of things in life. She further thinks that if there

is a revolution she would iose hersell in it and
thus put an end to all the miseries of life.

In the meantime -the fallen bullock is unable
to rite up inspite of the beatings of the carter.
Unable to bear the scene the poet craves for God’s
mercy to save the animal,

Appreciation

The poem has three parts. The first one consists
of the description of the suffering bull, its pathetic
plight, its intense suffering and the cruelty infli-

- cted upon it. The second part consists of the
dialogue between the mother and the daughter,
and the pitiful thoughts of the girl. The third

pait consists of the last two lines expressing the
mother’s passionate appeal to God for mercy.

Although the poem outwardly speaks of tne
cruelty to animals, its underlying theme is a passi-
onate plea for avoidance of heartless killing and
brutality. We should be kind and merciful not
only to human beings but to all living beings as
well,

Mercy is a divine quality that has double
blessing. It blesses him that gives and him that
takes.

The role of the poet’s daughter is a significant
clement in the poem. She is introduced into the
poem in order to enhance the feeling of compa-
-ssion for the suffering animal. As an innocent
glrl of thirteen with little experience or knowledge
of the atrocities in life, she is very much moved

to the extent of wishing to die te be free from
this cruel world.

(William Blake in his poem *“The Divine Image™’ {
says: ‘‘Mercy has a human heart;

A man without Mercy is a man without
HeRrh =0y

About the Author:

Anne Ranasinghe (1925-...) born of a German
speaking Jewish family left Germany for England

in 1939, Her parents died in a Nazi concentration
camp. She had her education at Parkstone. Girls’
Grammar School in Britain.

She was trained as a nurse in London. Besides
she studied Journalism. She speaks five languages.

Married to a Sri Lankan physician in 1949 she
settled in Colombo and began writing poetry:
She published her first volume_ of poems in 1971.
Her experience of Nazi’s holocaust helped her to
write of Sri Lapka’s 1971 insurrection in powerful
poems, which made her world famous.

She has won several awards and prizes for

poetry including Sri Lankan Arts Council prize
(1985). ‘< Plead Mercy ’" was first published in
1976. als
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- ppP DD -

Making everything afraid!
Wrinkling up his little face
As he cries again for aid:
And 1 cancot find the place!
And 1 cannot find the place,
Where his paw is in the spare!

THE SNARE

I hear a sudden cry of pain!
There is a rabbit in a snare;
Now I hear the cry again

But 1 cannot tell from where.

But I cannot tell from where, Little one! oh! Little one!
He is calling out for aid! I am searching everywhere!
Crying on the frightened air, * * *

Making everything afraid! - James Stephen -
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Green House Effect
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Miss Chandraleela Kulasegaram
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