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THE JAFFNA SARASWATHY
VILASA SABHA

THEIR COLOMBO TOUR

IN

1916

e we————

(By M. Raltlmalingam)

“Sakuntala” or “The Lost Ring”
the second in the repertoire of the
Jaffna Saraswathy Vilasa Eabha
written in three acts by Pandit V.
T. Sambandan, the comic actor of
the Sabha, was staged at the Tower
Hall, Maradans, on Mond1y, April
3, 1916 before a large audience.

It may be mentioned that this
was the firat play written by the
Pundit. The Sabha did the correct
thing in having whole-heartedly
supported a local .enterprise, This
encouragement indnced the learned
Pundit to follow up Sakuntala with
two more plays, DPathukapattabi-
shekam (in 1919) and Seethapaha~
ranam (a few years later),

The songs for Sakuun‘ala were|

composed by the laie Mr. K. C
Nathan, Proctor, ths last of a suc-
cession of erudiie scho'ars in Tamil.
Although the writer comnes of the
same village as Mr, Nathan, he was
nok luc‘ky enough to hava been
benefitted by the wealth of the
latter's learning. There was a
solitary occasion on which the
writer bhad the rare privilegz of
listening to a Eatbaprasangam de'i-
vered by Mr, Nathan at Ambala-
goda, towards the latter part of 1928,

The cast of the play included the
following fialented actors Mr, M
Sabaratnasinghe (Visvamitrar), the
late Mr. V. M. Krishnaswami
(Menaka). the late Mr, T, Tharubi:
pillai (Kannuvar), the late Mr. S,
Sabapathy and the late Mr. M. 8
Muttukamara (Kannavar's disciples)
Vidvan K Ramalingam (Dushys
anthan); Mr. P, Vythialingam (the
Prime Minister) the late Mz, Rajah
Arulampa'am (Sakuntala). Messrs
T, Ponniah and C. Aromugadas
(ladies in waiting), the late Muda-
Jiar C. Razanayagam and Mr, T,
Annamalat (Cheltieg), Messrs S
Nadarajah end C Murugesu (Figher-
men), Messrg 5. Sabaratoam, A,
Rajaretnam and W, F. Ratnagcpa!
(Guards), Mas. B Arunachalem
(Sarvadamanan), Mr. C. Nadarajah
(Goverpess), and the late Mre. C W
Chmnappnpl'!ax (Prakapathi), The
ro'es of Kamandu Vithushakan and
Durvazar were filled by Pundit V
T. Sambandsn, the author,

The play was produced by the
author himself,- while the stage
direction was, as usual. entrusted
to the late Mudaliar C, Rasanaya-
gam. It was the Mudaliyar who
initiated the writer into Historical
Research, and if the bis'ory of this
very four ig satisfactorily traced,
tha writer is indebted to the Jearned
Mudaliyar for the achievement
There is & humorous reference to

the Muodaliyar that, having shaved
his = - tache to ach the role of fhe
chettiar’ in this very play, he
avoided his elder sister (Mrs, Hallock)
for a couple of weeks until it grew
again. .
“The part Sakuntala”, says
the “Morning Leader' of April 4,
1916, “was ably portrayed by the
late Mr Rajah Arulampalam
The part Dashyantha was taken
by Vidwan K Ramalingam
whase excellent singing secured
for him a rousing reception, The
other actors foo went through
their several roles very credit-

ably,”
111

_According to.the programma_af
the Sabha, “Rukmangathan® should
have been taken up as the third
play for staging. Bunt, at the re-
quest of the Colombo public, the
Sabha staged on -Wednesday April
5, 1916, at the Tower Hall, Mara-
dana, Msyanakand&m (Harizchan-
dra), a classical p'ay which is typi-
cal of the combination of historical
interest and dramatic execellence
Despite  threatening weather, a
very large gathering was present
This alone was sufficient testimony
to the impression created by the
Sabha on the two previous occa-
sions.

The plot of Harischandra is so
widely knowu that it is supsrflucus
recounting it here.

According to the °Ceylonese" of

April 6, 1916 “the play was a

‘swinging success', and the audi-

ence were kept spell-bound, in-

terested from ths risinz of the
curtain to the ringing down of the
sate, The title role of Harischan-
dra was filled by Mr V. Ramana-
than, who gave a superb rendition
of the difficn't part, while his
singing was a special feature of the
performance  Mr, Navarainam
who took the part of Sandramathy
the consort of Harischandra, was
quite ladyliks in his deportment
acting and singing and through-
out captivated the audiences The
minor parts too were well filled,
and the performance was declared
a eplendld success,”

In this connection, the writer
weuld be wanting in his duty if he
failed to express his deep sense of
cratitude to Mr. V. Rawmanathan
Mr, Ramanathan was greatly res-
ponsible for creating in the writer a
ganuineinterest in Tamil Drama,
it was his desire to see locally
written plays stagnd in preference

(Continued on page 4)

'GREATNESS OF HINDUISM

Are Conversions For Material
Considerations Justifiable ?

Gioisal Pt Abokaiad

In Travancore

————

A vigorous defenca of Hindaism
againet what, according to him
looked very much like & concerted
move on the pars of certaim groups
or interests to disered’t the great
faith in the eyes of the worli for
the purpose of achieving estrancous
ends, was made by Sir . Pu- Radse-
swami Aiyar, Dewaa of Travao-
core, dalivering fhe comm moration
address of the Temple-Entry Pro=
clamation at Trivandrum on Nov
12, Bir V, T. Erishnamachari and
Mz, and Mrs, Papworth were
among those present on the ocea-
sion,

The Dewan said, at the outset
that the TemplesEntry Proclama-
lion was inangnrated by the youang,
farsighted, benevolent Ruler of the
State with the advice of his mother
in order to effect not only social re-
form, but also to bring aboat a re.
ligions revival. Drawing attention
to the essential continuity of the
great soeial uplift movement ins-
pired by His Highness, the Dewan
mentioped fhat His Highness had
jost set bis signature und seal to
another proclamation abolishing
capital punishment in the State
This was the first time in India or
rather in Asia that such a step has
been taken with the single excep
tion of the State of Aundh The
proclamation carried out the inper
ideals of the great Hinda faifh
which stood upen the four pillars of
Ahimsa, This led the speaksr on
to his theme of foundation of the
Hindu belief, According to him, a
true Hindu was also a ~true OChris-
tian and a true Muslim and in any
case, he saw no hostility between
his creed and the fundamental te-
nets of those religionrs  Islam. ac-
cording to bis personal conviction,
was the only tru'y demoeratic faith
that was actually functioning in
the world of to day, The Dewan
added that heread with some
amusement as well a3 paio of mind
the editorial in the Deccan Timazs
in its issue of October 29, asserting
that the aspirations of the Muslims
in Travancore were beinz ruthle:s'y
crushed by the Dewan of the State
who wus against Pakistan, "'Pakis-
tan ig a political problem—ga transi-
tory, impermanent, and I venturve to
add, an artificial problem, There.
forsa many, includipg myself, have
controverted it, Bub it is a differ.
ent story with the faith and prin-
ciples of Islam™ declared . the
Dewan.

Bir C, P. Ramaswami Aiyar cate-
gorically denied as false a number
of statements wade in a Londen

1

newspaper, which Is the . aceredited
magazine of the Oatholic commus
nity of England anéd a Caleutta
paper. He had demanded au apo-
logy from the London paper
through appropriate channels. These
allegations suggested enfer alia that
the Travancore Governmen$ offi.
cially issusd as echool-text his book
“Wor/d Religions” wherein it was
allezed, Christ and Chrisfianily were
belittled if not ridicnled. The De-
wan assured the gathering that the
book had not been and would never
be prescribed as a school-text, Ano-
ther allezation, that the Muslims
and Hinda parties in the State had
joined forces to push Christians ont
completely in the general election
was dismissed by the Dewan asa
wischievous lie: Actually, the lar«
gesh single communal group in ths
Lisgislature to.day was the Chris-
tian groop,

Thbe Dewan asserted that these
throries of persecufion wsre all
wroog. Headded: “I shall fortify
myself by saying that what I have
said abont Travancore is open to
verification, but I am apprehensive
thit what i3 taking placa is part of
a wider movemeat which is de.
signed to denigrate a great ccmmu.
nity,”

Right To Convert

Turning to another aspact of the
mafter, the Dewan s2id that it had
bezn stated that Christianity aod
Catholicism in partica'ar, was a

|wilitant and converting faith, So

was lslam and therefore it was
avgued that anything which pre-
vented the grant of full facility for:
conversion to Chris txamty or Islam
shou d be regarded as impropzr and
sinful and as offending against the
'aw of man and of God The
speaker was prepared to grant that
every human being had a right to
exercize his persuasive powers and
powers of ndvocacy to appeal to the
highest and best instinets in
another human being fo induca
him to think and act on the same
lines as himself, Butif conversion
wag undertaken as 3 wholesale mass
movement or was based upon hope
or possibility of temporal advantage
or was done ierely to procure or
manufacture statistics, favourable
to a particular community, such a
form of convetsion would be op-
posed and had been opposed by
every great Christian  writer or
thinker. Quoting from the Gita
as to such changes, he said _that %2
jettison a faith that had been ome’s
own and fake up another faith was

(Cont'nued on page 4)
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SCHOOL MANAGERS
IN COUNCIL

Dr A, P. DE Zov¥sa, A MEM=
ber of the Executive Commit-
tee of Edacation, moved in the
State Counecil on the 15th inzt
that ‘it is desirable that mem-=
bers of the Executive Commit-
tee of Educaiion should not be
- managers of schools or teachers
in assisted schools.”” The argu-
ments advanced in favour of
the motion by some members
were that if, in the Hxeecutive
Committee, & member was an
interested party as a manager
or teacher, even though the
member might not take advan-
tage of his position, the public
would be disposzd to criticise
him.It was; they said, incongru-
_ous that managers and prineci-
pals should at onetime be under
the contrcl of the Director ot
Edusation and at another time
they should, as members of the
Hducation Committee, be able
fo control the same official,
One member went to the extent
of saying that there were ocea-
sions when members of the
Executive Committee cornered
schools for themselves and that
their position was a dishonour-
able compromise. He, there-
fore, moved an amendment
that no member of the State
Council should be manager ot
an assisted school The motion
was supported by Mr, A R. A
Razik, Mr G. G Ponnam-
balam, Mr Simon Abeywick-
reme, and Mr R S, S Guna-
wardenee Mr W. Dabanayake
was the one who moved the
amendment and Mr. J R Jeya-
wardene seconded it. Those who
spoke against the motion and
the amendment were Messrs.
D. S. Senanayake, A, Maha-
deva, S. Natesan, P. De. S.
Kularatne, T. B, Jayab, A.
Ratpayake and FL. W. Amara-
suriya The Minister of Eda-
cation did not commit himszlf
either way. Though he agreed
with the principle of the mo-
tion, he said that managers of
schools had been most useful
to him in his committee,

We are inclined to agree
with those who opposed the
motion, oo the ground that it
is men who are interested and
engaged i educational work,
either as managers or as prinei-
pald. who will be most useful in
the Committee of Edueation.
They alone will know how the
gcde of regulations affeets the
schools in the practical works
ing of it, where really the shos
pinches and whether the Dep-
artment carries out its work
faithfully to the spirit and
letter of the law. They not
only reprezent the needs of
the counfry in the Commit-

- | Hxeentive

of their teachers and of the
parentz of the children in their
schools. This will no doubt
be irksome tio some officers of
the department, as no monkey~
ing with the regulations will
be possible as long as managers
and principals are on the Lixe-
cutiveCommitbee of Eduecation.
We know that, in the pre-
Commiftee days,
a large number of circulars
used to be sent out by the
Director of Public Instruction
only to.ba recalled as soon as
some headmaster pointed out
their absurdities contradicting
the code regulations. After
managers and principals enter-
ed the Executive Committee
no such ridiculous orders go
out, because the members of the
Committee understand what
they are about With regard to
the contention that managers
and priocipals are interested
parties and should not, there-
fore, be members.of the Com-
miftee, it was pointed out by
those who spoke against the
motion that by a similar
argument planters and agri-
cwltorists too should not
be = members of the Exe-
cabive Committee of Agricul-
oure. ¢ extend the argu-
ment Jo—its logical conclusion
we toiak no member of the
Committee; of Loeal Admicis-
tration should be Chairman of
an Urban Council or Villags
Committee; no member of the
Executive Committee of La
bour, Industry and Com-
merce should be an employer
of lasbour or interested in
industries or engaged in com-
merce Similarly no member
of the Executive Committes
of Home Affaira should own an
arrack distillery be a share-
holder in a firm dealing in
foreign liquors or be a mem-
ber of a temperance organisa-
tion.

As to the argument that a
manager has at one time to
take orders from the Director
of Education and at another
has to contrel him, it is no
more incongruous than the
position of a bank manager
The bank manager too is
controlled by the directors and
share - holders of a bank, but
his word is law when they deal
with him as depositors or
borrowers Moreover, there is
no (question of 1nanagers
taking orders from the Direc-
tor of Hducation. They are
not paid servants, The Direc=
tor only sees fic it that certain
rules and rcgulations are duly
carried out and for this pur-
pose he issues instructions To
gay bhat if a member of the
Executive Committes, who is
a manager, goes to the Direc-
tor begging for his require-
ments and receives a rebuff,
he will wait for his turn when
the Director comes before the
Committee, i3 meaningless
SBuch a manager, bereft of
principles, even if he were not
a Council member, could get
mean bhings done through a
friend in the Committee if ha
were so disposed. Again to say

tiee but serve asrepresentatives

that one must be above suspi-

cion, the best way t0 secure
this s not to aveid this or that
committee buf to live a life
that will he above suspicion

The debate has been post-
poned for this week and we
think the Councii will do well
to leave the question alone
until we see what type of cons-
titution we are going to geb
The system has worked for
fourteen years and there is no
use in frying to alter it at the
tail-end. Moreover, we won-
der whether the Council has
the power to disqualify any
member or to say that he
should do this and not that
without an amendment of the
Order-in-Council- "We have a
peculiar Constitution  which
confers on the same body Ile-
gislative as well as administra-
tive duties; and nDo member
elected by the people, as Mr
Sepanayake said, ecould be dis-
qualified by the Council from
doing a parficulay work in the
Council, for which he is most
guited.

STATE-OWNED ARRACK
DISTILLERY

The Minister for Home Affairs.
Mr. A. Mahadeva, sponsored last
week in the State Couneil a miotion
' that a Stale-ewned distillery should
be immediately established outsids
the present distillery area.," The
idea seems to have been as hastily
conceived and decided on Ly his
Hxeentive Commitiee a3 the e-
tion is loosely worded. A distillery
for what purpose’ It might as we'l
mean a'distillery for distilling salt
water However, as it was the
Home Ministz=r who asked for it
and not fhe Minister of Local
Administration, membera st rted
debating the subject on theassump-
tion that 1t was an arrack distillery
which the Home Minister wanted
the Government to own,

The Minister's whole argament
was that the consumption of arrack
in the country had copsiderably io«
creazed in recent years, The present
distillers ware nnable to undsrtake
the produclion of mors than 600 000
gallons a year Today they were
at the mercy of distillers who were
ablz to poiot a revalver at tha heads
of the Ixecnt.ve Cowmiititae and
insist on their own terms, Theonly
way of meeting that threat was to
bui'd their own distillery en
Govercment account So far so,
goods The Minister did nct tell the
House and the country what the
capital cost of the distillery would
amount to and whether there would
be a need for it after the endof the
war, The Financial Secretary only
gave ouf a vague hape that the net
gain during - tke firai year itself
would pay for the whols cost of the
digtillery, On similar optimism a
nuwber of factories have been re
cently estabiished a'l over the
Is'and (except in the Ncrth and the
East) by the Government and it
remaing to be seen what their ulli.
mate fate will b: after the war.

We are to'd that the avsrage
monthly consumption of arrack in
the Island for the five years purior
to 1941 was 32 50U gallons and
that there was a phenomenal jn-
crease after DMarch. 1942 showing a
consampéion of 98 55€ gallons for
October 1942. The difference is
undoubtedly abnormal but the
latter figure itself is not very high
in our opinion. Taking the figures

of tweaby-flve years ago we see that

in 1920 the total number of gallons
of arrack and foreign liquor seld
in Ceylon amountsd fo 96 246
gallons per month Considering
that the popuiatiou of the lsg'and
had increased by rearly 33 per cent
during the last qoarler of a century
and that money is chesp now,
93256 pallons of arrack, in the
absence of forelgn liquors; is by no
means high. It has remained so
low becanse of ths ghotage of
supply and high ¢ st. What ws
deslre to emphasise iz that it is
ooly a temporary and passing
phase. In 1920, the ccnsumption
of arrack alone wae about 85,000
gallons per month, and when it
came down to an aversge of
32500 gallons in the five years
previous to 1941, it clearly shows that

1§ was cheap liquors from Japan and.
Germany that were gradually dcis

ving cut arvack from the market

and almost killing the industry,

Will not the same thing bappen

again ooce the war is ove:? The

abnormal incresse of arrack con=

sumption from the 1936 - 40 aver-
age to that of 1942 was entirely due

to the practical cessation of impork

of foreign liguors, The Minister

must also take nole of the naws

p 'blished a week ago that whisky is -
going to bz eported soon from

Engand as free'y as before, If

cheap liquors ogain begin to flow

into ths country after the wae, will

there be a need for the Government

arracx distillery? It will be under-

standable if the Grovernment propos-

&3 to take ovar all the present distil-

leries and nationa'ise the indastry.

There will b2 nothing immoral in

such an action as Mr, Benansyake

fears thers will be, Ths Governs

ment a'ready conotrols the manu-

facture and trade. Tt can as wall

undertake the preduction and licitly

supply tae legitimate demand with

pute epirits There is no sense in

owning oze distiilery and competing

with private distillers for a short

time only,

RAMANATHAN DAY

“Ceylon’s Mos,t [llustrious
Son’

At the Ramanathan day celes
brations beld on the 2Ist inst.
at the Vivekananda Society hall
several speakers in paying tributes
to lbe m<mory cf the late Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan said
that it was a great pity that hs
was not liviog today at a time
when thz country was about to
undesrgo great  constitutional
chapges and mea with leadershis
weie required,

Eir Gerard Wijeytkoon resount-
ed instances of intimatc contact
with Sir Ponnambalam during
fwo sea voyages he had made
with him. Hz2 said be was
Czylon's most ilustrious &30 and
the people in Ceylon, particularly
tke BSinbalese, wonld always
remaia grateful for what he had
Jone for them,

Hz2 dwelt at iength oa the
carser of Sir P, Ramanpathan at
the Ceyion Bar. All the giants
of the Bar at the time respscted
him asa very tough and skilful
osnonznt, As a statesman in the
old Legislative Couacil Sir P,
Ramanathan was a unique pers
sopality, Posssssed of perfect
composurs and selfscoafdence,
and with a style which was both
lucid and compelling, he was une
rivailed as a political debaters

Mr, T, B, Jayah and Mr, . Na
Nadarajab, K. C, also made rz=

ferencss to bis great statesmans<
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INTERNAL PURCHASE SCHEME|

COMPLAINTS FROM A SMALL
- SECTION ONLY

DR. W. M. CLYDE'S REPORT

The following is a passage from
the Report on ‘The Food Situztion
in Ceylon” by Dr. W. M. Clyds,
Food Adviser toc the Cclonizl
Offize, pub'ished in Ceylon ye:=
terday aftez receiving the ap-
proval of the Secretary of State.

The Internal Purchase Schsms
remains Priority Nomber Oae on
the Food Front,

The success of the Internal
Purchase Scheme during the past
year has been most encouragisg
as the figurzs shpwi—

1942 9,000 tons rice
1943 26,540 tons ries
January=s
August,y 1844 29,240 toos rice
There is 8 prospect of reach’ng
a total of 40000 tons of rice for
the year. This encouraging suce
.cass, of course, is largely dug to
the introduction of the new ra.
gulations in Apnl, It is dus also
to tha entbusiasm of tkose offi-
cials, including Government
Agents and Assistant Govern=
ment Agents (Emerzency) who
have commuu caled thair enthn-
siasm and a sense of the urgency
of the Intevnal Purchass S:heme
to their executives, *

It has bsen apparent to me, ino
my circuits, that the new regala-
tions bave been generzlly accept
ed without resentment. Indeed
with many small coltivators ihey
are by no means unpopulac. The
complaints seem to come [rom 2
small section of the community,

I bave tried to bring it home
to officials and to members of the
public, both privately aad pub-
licly, that the restrictions, though
‘severe, are not more severs thar
the intercaticnal food situatiop
warrants: that, though  every
effort will be made to main-
tain the foed imports into
Ceylon, no one can guaraniee
that they will be maiatained;
that Ceylon has been fortanate ip
having some rice all these years
of war, whsreag some’ coanlries
rice-eating like Ceylon, bave had
no rice at 2ll for a very leng
time; that the war has pot touched
the . soil of Ceylen; that, whi'st
many other ccuntries bave be:zn
devastated by war, Czyloa bag
been able fo purzus her egri-
culturs in peace: that a spezcial
gesponsitilily, in the comity of
the United Natioos, devolves up-
on those countries that have es-
caped invasion and bombard-
ment: tbat we are all dependent

e

ghip, breadth of vision and fore-
gight in everyiblog be undestcok.
They deplored the fact that Cey-
jon today lacksd men with that
stamp of leadership apd siocerity
in theme
At the conclusion of tke meet-
in> a member in the audience
rajced the qusstion of the statue
which had not yet been erected
although it was now 15 years
singe Sir Ponnambalam had died.
Mz Nadarajasb said be under-
stood thz authorities responsible
for the erecticn of the statce were
makiog arrangements and that it
would be erected in the near
. juturs,

the good work dons

upon one anothsr: that the culti-
vator is dependent wupoa those
whbo supply him with the means
of cultivation and the essential
szrvices without which be could
not cultivate; that the person who
retains, or ohtains on the Black
Market, food to which he is no’
eatitled is a traitor to thz causs
for which many of his fellow:
country men havs given their
livess

I bave, at the same tims re=
cognised the difficulties of the

‘zultivator, with limited matssizl

resourcas, and have spoken appre-
ciatively cf his aceceptance of
eteiogent rectrictions and prive-
tions, and thz contribution ol
which the Government has mad:
to the war effost on the Fooad
frcont by introducing the presen!
Iotzraal Purchase Scheme regula.
tions, I have spoken plaialy bu!
I trust understandiogly aad with
regard to what ssems to ms bzsl
in the interests, not of particular
districts or province:, but of the
country as a whole,

It was agreed that a Istter of
appreciation of the whole=hearted
and fraoitfnl services whizh they
had readered to the Interozal Par-
chase Scheme be sent by the Gov-
ernment to the Goveroment
Agen's of the North.Czatral and
Norib-Western Provinces,

It seems to me important, for
the success of the Iaternal Por-
chase Scheme,

(a) that Me¢, O'Regan Assistant
Civil Defence Commissicner (in-
tetnal Purchass Scheme), conti-
nue bis circuits,

(b) that he have an adsgaate
and efficient staff in Coloxbo,

(c) that ihe services of Mr.
Mitchell continus to ba availaklz
to thz Internal Porchass Schame

cpariment,

(d) that Ioternal Purchase
Schsme propaganda be provin-
cial as wall as Island-wide, and

(e) that thare be no rzlaxation
in the present Internal Puscaase
Scheme regulations.

I record my apprecistion of
by Mr,
O'Rsgans The post that ba]oceu-
nies will, I fesl sare, continuz te
be one of the kighest importancs
so long as the pericd of emes-
zency iastss

SOULBURY CCMMISSION

The Government announce that
the Commission under the chair-
manship of Liord Soulbury, which
is to vizit Ceylon towards the end
of this year in connection with
conctitutiopal reform, is consti-
buted as follows:—

Lord Soulbury: Mr J. F. Rees
Vice=Chancellor of the University
of Wales and Frincipal of the
University College of South Wales
and Monmouthshire; and M, J. F.
Burrows, retiring President of the
National Union of Railwaywmen

Mr. Trafford Smith, of the
Colonial Office, bas besn appointed
sghretary,

The Commission hopes to leave
by air for Ceylon towards the end
of Decembers

-LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Constitutional Reform

Bir,—If cur constitution is to be
planned for a unitary system of
sovernment, the nzed for a bi-
cameral legislature should appear
abzolnte, The account of ex-
petience of other countries can
hardly be waluable, unless it
shows sema definitz and practi:al
directions in which that experience
can be embodied in ovr cobs'iti-
tion. The analopy cf tha Houze
of Lords of Great Britain shzll
have no b=aripg oo the coandi.
tions or nesds of Ceylon, On an
squitable system of franchise,
obr State Council should, for a
long time, remain & miscellane-
ons mosaiz exhibitig multiple
shades of differences of castes,
voeations, races, langunages,
religions etz The State Corncil
wonld be a composite assembly
of groups of divergent vicws and
vims, ]t should b2 hard for 8
single-chamber legislature to orga-
gise the cross-currents of views
and ambitions “of the wvaricq:
zeoups and dicect them in parlia-
mentiry channels singleshanaed,
Our indigznous castoms, convenps
tions and snmptoary laws sh-uld
poiat to ths advantzgs of im-
parting infloence from withygs
Ths wuppsr hounze should im-art
such an icfluznce, hoto wholas
s»me and constitntional, In some
pountriss in Europz where the
greup system prevail;, the wpper

"bouze has been found very wusefu)

in Wingiag over tha scattersd
groupy and creating a concilia-
tory atmosphere in the popular
house, Joint sittings of both the
hYouses on important ecczsions
have bescome & featurs in thowe
coantr'es, What the vpper bous:
is expected to posséss (if comst.
‘utzd on corditions below) was
dsscribed in Roms as aqugtoritas
a kizd of high influsace.

Th= following qualifications for
member:hip of the Upper House
are suggested for consideration:—
age 40 and over: high educational
gnalifization, merit of service ani
experience, propsrty or incom:
qualification, The Usper House
shou'd be 60 per cent elsctad
ind 40 psr cent nominated, It
members should hold theie pesi.
tions for a longer term  than the
popular rspresentatives and cne
thicd cf the members should re-
tire by rctation at stated periods
say cnce in 8 years, if the sgan of
life of the House be fized at ¢
years. The two bouses shaounld le-
gally possess eqnal powers. The
aumber of members of the Upper
House should oot be less thao
hali of that of the Lawer Houoss.
On occasions of  dsadlock
in the Lower House jo'nt
sessions should, in the first
instance; be asmracgad and
mattzrs discussed. There shall b=
no penal dissolution of the uppar
hguse, Ths upper house should
be iavested with pawsr bo'h ‘o
smz2ad sod reject financial bills
just like ordinary ones, Th=
special privilege of the uppe-
houss shall be safeguardiag of tte
rights of the minoritics and
watchipg the iaoteres!s of the
public services, A permsanent
committe2 of the vpper houss
should coanstitote a court for ime
peachments of psccant ministers
and for trial of public cfficzrs on
duly framed charges,

Yours etc,
R' C. Pl

T_he Villoondy Crematorium

Sir,—~The letier by R, C, P.
appsfrinz in your issue of the
Oth ins*, would have been sead
with disappointment by many,
In ths pres=nt cace the method
adopted by the Nalaya commu-
nity was certa'nly not the best,
but the counter measures taksn
and the snbkssquznt opinions ex-
pressed by rrsnonsitle men liks the
Chairmap, U, U, and R. G, P,
forbode a gloomy futurs for
Jaffos, As one hailing from a
placs in the extreme north of ths
peoinsula whers abont 10 years
agn ths Palla community who
used to bury their dead were not
merely allowed but also helped
by the higher castes by the suzp'y
of ficewnod etc. to cremate their
dead in tha same ground, I am
at a loss to anderatand all this
fuss abont this objection to cre-
mation by the Na'ava community
who I understand havs b2ea bury=
tog their dead in the Villoondy
crematorium, If burial is allowed
I fail to why cremation should
bes objecied to at least ia that
ection where they have been
burying as advised by ths G, A,

What is worse still is that R, C,
P, seeks tu jostify these practices
ind restrictions on religious,
social and historical grounds. I
am afraid b2 caonot succeed in
doing that on any of the sbove
grennds, According to  early
Tamil literature thers was divie
sion of labour among the Tamils
is there is bound to bs in aamy
advanced and ordered society
bas=d on g-ogsaphical and othes
considerations, but there was no
rdom for conceif, contempt or
intolerance on the part of one
section towards another, all which
were guite foreign to the genius
and civilisation of the Tamils,
They werz all gradval lates
d-vzlopments due to North Indian
Aryan influences which wers
rezponsible  for the downfall of
the Chola emp're and other Tami]
kingdoms and the subjogation of
th: proud, warlikz and impazrial
Tamils by petty Telogu chiefs i
tee 14th cznlury. There is ample
evidenzz ia Portogues: records
that thz uatimely downfall of the
kingdom of Jafina was dus to
t:ese very same defects, This iz
hsw *‘the social stracture of ths
Famil racz has stood the test of
time,”

ams
sad

 If we cannot learn lessons from
our ova bistory and from ths
events taking place in th2 world
1o geozral and in Iadid in parti=
cular, then God have mercy on
the p2opls of Jaffna. There will
sozn bs several little Ambedkars
in Jzffna and perhaps another
Seapabap - Perumal from the
Sen'h, inspit: of the lamentatioas
of R. C, P, and others of his ilks

Yours efc,
C. Nagalingam, .

119, 8t, Sebastian Hill,
Colombes

FOR SALE

Flower pots in four sizes.
~ Apply to
Wm, Mather & Sons,
Jaffng.
[Mise 99, 24 {0 2dslletds T]
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*1 myself believe that if there bad

place only 52 lateas 1829, *1 thirk
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Greatness of Hinduism
(Continued from page 1)

a serious responsibility—not res-

ponsibility that one should shirk if

the real call came, but certainly not

one lightly to be embarked upon.

been conversion - effected from
Hinduism to any other form of
faith, it fs the right and duty of
those who fesl strongly on the
eternal validity of the Hindu faifh
and way of life to siriva to vecon-
vert those who had left the fold.
provided that the same tests and
conditions are applied. to reconver-
sions as to the original conversions

Speaking not as a Hinda but as
a guardian under His Highness,
away, of tte interests of all His
Highness, subjects. Hirdns, Chris-
tians, Muslims alike, Sir C. P.
Ramaswamy Aiyar eaid, he fe't
it was the duiy not to a'low
Government machicery, egznc-
or funds to embark on this vitally
necessary task cf reeonversion
but what was resded was a
burping faith and enthusiasm,
acd organising energy. If, bow-
ever, fundz werz npeeded for
orzapising a boady of mission-
aries to workk among the people
for this purpese, Hindis of tho
State shounld ecsure that they
=ould be forthcoming a~d every
effort in this dirsction shonld be-
taken,
not to acsail other faiths, Tos
law of tele-atica and hospita'ity
was muolual 2pd reciprocal,
Therefore he keld thpt the Tem-
p'e-Eatry  Proclamzation would
not bave served i*s purposs fully
unless it emrchasised the follow»
iog paoints (1) Universality and
catholicity of ths Hindu faith,
(2) Necessity as far as possible to
stay with that faith wunlazs and
until a personzl and irresictible
call cams to embrace any other
form of religion, (3) Recegnition
that we bad been ill-ireeting and
plecing wrongful disabilitizs en
the great mass ¢f the population
of tbe countrv and finzllv{4)Devis-
ing wrys and nicans for tbe pur-
pose of pl'ing tkee massces eut
of ths ¢l.uzh of despondzncy
and givinr thrt raderptiop
without which v e tha'l cever be
redeemred.

Refuting the allegation that we
were pcrsecuting anyone of any
religico, the Dewan pciq:e"l ou
that while Trazvancare 1o partis
cciar bad never indu'ged in relic
giouz intolerance or petsecu!l(:n,
emancipation of Roman Cathelics
in a ccuntry like Erg'and fosk

T eluciated the p-ints sufficiently
claarly to show fhat’ what had
Leen done by this State and what
had been dons by tbe rulers in the
whole of In”ia has beea to toler-
ate and ailow everyoa= {o preach
and hcld biz faith, Thzre bad
been po great religions parsecution
in India ioitiated by fcllowers of
the Hindu faith afler the Bodd-
bistic peried and God willing,
there will be aone to the end ci
times But it is not past of any
holy man ot ecél=siasticel digni-
tary to prevent cther faiths from
embarking on the same presaly-
tizing policy as they themssives
follow, If there is a corvertirg
religion, ours by vesson will be-
com= a coaverting or rather re.
converting religicn, If they will
make conversicn a personal and
individual sct arising from a
perscnal messzgs, Wi shall pot
quacrel tut if they resort to mase
conve:sian, Hindus will and
must orzanize for mass reconvers

To say so bhoweyer wa:lg. Balasirgam. on bshzlf of the

The Jaffna Saraswathy
Vilasa Sabha

(Continued from page 1)

to imported ones that prompted the
writer to undertake the production
of his two plays.

The late Dr. M, Sinnstamby
was “at home™ to the members of
the Jafna Saraswatby Vilasa Sabha
at his residence, “Coniston”, Kynsey
Road, Colombo on Friday the Tth
April, 1916, froniVS to7p m,

The President and membsrs of
the Lisnka Subodbha Vilasa Sabha,
Colombo, took the opportunity to
entertain the members of the Jaffna
Saraswathv Vilasa Sabha to tea at
the Pub'ic Ha'l' Colombo, on Satur:
day, April 8, 1916, from 4 30 to 7-30
p.m A large gathering was pre-
sent in response fo Iinvitations
issred earlier and a very pleasant
and convivial evening ensned. Me.
K. Bathasivam received the guests
at the daor and chow-d them icte
the ha'l. Lieht refrashments were
served in nrofusion. Lafer in the
evening. the members of ths
T-anka Subadha Vilzsa Sabha
snfertaivad the gue-ts with two
scenes  from  “Csmhalanathan"
The rctors acquittzd themselv s
wilh credit, _

- ufter-the second interyal (dur-
:ne the plav) the Honourable My,

Tamn vaion ©, & A. C,, made &
presenrasion of a silver cap filled
willy sweatamel'ing flowers to the
late Mcdaliar V. M, Muttpcuma.
ru. the Henorary Secretary of the
Jaffnx Sahba, While pr:senting
ity Mr, Balasingham thanked the
amatesur; for the excellent trea
in *Nadaka Tamil” provided by
them during their week’s sty in
Colombo.
4lt was said of old”, said M,
Balasingham, “that the human
racz was composed of two
divicions or clagses—markini]
and womankind, Taat classifi=
cation is probably interd:d for
all times; tut during the last
wael we saw that men had
becoms more qualified to im-
personate womern and to out-
ch'nz the latters Tae proper
division of human beineswill be
th~e whto were to urfortucat:
and unprogressive as not to 20-
prez ats tie efforts of the Sabba.
iApplauze)- It is indeed a
pleasure to bave the member:
~f the Sara:wathy Vilasa Sath;
in our midst acd havs them
giv: us thefy y:ar's experience
in the histrioo’c warld, They
bad dooe & goad deal to
couateract the demoralising
tendaney of the professional
actors (Lpplauce). They hive
t> a large extent studied criens
tal music in the main and
induged a revivil of Tami
literature., It i3 we'l-krowa
that we are oz tike thrzsheld ol
a pew era in our paticpal lits
rature — the Flezatethan era,
az it were of Tamil literatora,
In Iadia, Mz Samtaadan's
plays rece’ve well merited
praise. Iix Ceylon, we bave
playwrights Jik: . Mr, Chinnap-
papitlai of Taffca who have
prodvced plays which weud
flnurish 28 leng as the Tamil
langusgs fiourished, Those in
Colombo, the Lianka Subodba
Vilasa Ssbha bave their own
pl-ywrights (Applause). 1 feel
sura that the performance in
pualic will gr=atly revive
Tamil litzratars,”
It is worta pointing out that

eatlier thap the Jaffra Sabba (or
lothér Sabhas stacted later) could
not have boasted of having had
among its membnrs 2s many
playwrights as the Jaffra Saira=
wathy Vilasa Sabha hid. To
mentisn a few:

The late Mr, C+ W, Chinnzopa-
pillai, th2 late Puandit K, C
Nathan, the late Me 8, Saba.
pathy, Pundit V, T, SBimbzndin-
Vidvan K. Rawralipgaw, Mr. V.,

Ramanpathan, Mg, O, Arumtga
dason.

"bea Laoka Subedha Vilasa
Sabha bhad two playwrights in

Mr, K. Cherpalingam and Dr. §
K. C'ianizh, The fsrmer’s plav
Naliathanpal was actzd by the
Sabha on July 24, 1920; th= lalter
was the prizz-winner of Rs, 200.
offered by Hon, M: K Bala-
sipeam en February 21, 1921, for
the ba:t Tami! Social Drama,
“The Tawmil Unior,” added Mr,
Balasingam, *bad desired bhim
to exoress their agpreclation of
tbe Jaffpa Sabka’s vis't ia a
moere taogiblz form than othe:s,
They Lkad regussied h'm to
band oyer a momento cof th:
visit and asked Mr., Mutto-
kumaru to arcspt the gilt of a
silvar cup, which if it were potoi
high viloe, wis 8 8'acsre appre-
ciation of the BSabha’s enies.
vour t9  deo gecod to thuir
couctry anod te th ir lapgrage
(Lcud applagsz).”
Mr. Muttrkamarn cace’vad the
cup and thanked Erielly.

(To bz continusd)

[1f may bs mentioned that the
jate Mr, C. W. Chinnappa Pillai,
novelist and playwright, was a
brother of tha great Tamil echolar,
the late Rao Bahadur C. W,
Thamotharam Pillai, the Founder
and first President of the famous
Madras Soguna Vilasa Sabha.

—Ed. H 0.]

ORDER NISI

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF JAFFNA
Testamentary Jurisdiction No. 333
In the matter cf the =stale of the
late Anoapocraniarmmah wife of
Paramanathsr Rijaratnam of Vap-

ORDER NisI
IN THE DISTRICT CCURT
OF JAFFYA
Testamentary Jorisliction Na. 832,
In ths mabter of the List Will and
Te tament of the late Rasammzh
widow of Kinagawratnam of Manis
pay Deezazed
C Waitilingan Durisinzbam of
Manigay Vs Peliticnar
1 Msrgalambizai  daazhter of
Kanagarstnu™ by ber Gnardiin-
ad likem tha 2n0d Rescondazab
2 Candacamy |’cnourba-ai
3 Pavalammah danghtar of O
Waitilingam of do Esspondents
This matter coming oe for cisposal
before Earle Wijayawariene Es-
quire Dictrict Judge on 31st Cotober
1944 in ftbe presenes of Mc E M
Mathizsparanam. Proctor, sud the affi-
davits of the Pafitionsr and of ths
witnesses Baving bear read: It is
ordsred that ths Last Will and
Testamenb cf the decessed bas d:s
clzrzd proved anl Frobats theraof
be issued fo th:z Petitivaer a3 Exe.
cutor paved therein ard the 2ad
Bespondant be appointed Gusrdian.
ad.Jitém cvar the minor 1st Respons
dent for watching the iatsrests of
the minor in these proc:edings un-
less the Reipoadanb apresr bafore
this Court on 12:h D.cambsr lg44
ani state gb’eci'ons ta ths conmirary,
2cd November 1944
(Se1) 4 A Da Siva
(0. 107, 20 &23) District Judes

narponnal West, De=rgasad,
Parsmanathar Rajiratoam of Vaoe

RATpONEAl Wesvr. Petitioner,

i, Rajaratnom Ganecharatnam

2. Bionizh Bibaratnam cf do,

Recroadents.

This matter coming of for dizposal
before H. A. de Silva Esqu're Dise
trict Judge Jafipa on 24ih of October
1944 in th= presenca of MNr S,
Patapjali Prector cn fhz part of the
pebitioper and the sifidavis of the
pztitica baving been read.

It is ordered that the 2nd responds
ent ba appointed gua.dian-ad-litem
over the minor the Jst respondent
and ths pebitiaper be de:lared ene
itled to have letters of administra«
t'on to the sstats of the sa‘d intzstata
a3 her liwfsl 'bosbaad uonless the
raspondentiz shall appear befora this
Coort on the 1t of Decamber 18544
a.d show causs bo tha contrary.

|E. Wijzyawardene,
Addl, Disgriet Judgs,
74 17.44

(O 103. 22 & 23)

Authorised Capital
Amount of Calls made
SHARES :

CURRENT ACCQOUNTS

FIXED DEPOSITS
6 9 respectively.
‘Colombo and the

arrangements.

accepted.)

(Y5164 A, 21-11-41—20-11-44.)

THE JAFFNA MUTUAL
BENEFIT FUND LTD.

(Established

BANKERS.

8000 shures of Rs. 100/- each.
instalments of Re. 1/- per share will earn
Rs. 100/- for each at the end of the period.
Shares issued all times.
opened and interest allowed
at 1% per annum on the average monthly
balance when it does not fall below Rs: 500/=,
received for periods of 3, 6, 9 and
12 months and interest allowed at 1, 2, 4 and

DRAFTS issued on the National and Imperial Banks to
Remittances to and from F. M. 8. by special
INDIAN MONEY bought and sold

LOANS on the security of Jewels a speciality. Interest
charged at 9% per annem (Part payments

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY TO:

1918)

Rs, 800,000.00
Rs. 134,367.00
75 monthly

Principal cities of India.

S. KANAGASABAI,

(T's) Shroff,

sion on the same basis,"—Hindu:

Madras which was started muvch
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even the Baguna Vilaa Sabba of | "0 e GO0 D0 G 1Y of ' the Proprictors, the Satva Patipalans Sabai, Jadiua, at their
Press the Saiva rrakasa Press, Vaonsrpanoai, Jaffioa, on Thursday, November 23, 19449
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