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It was Thomas Van Rhee (1692-1697) the Dutch
Governor who wrote ‘the Vanni rulers were standing with
one foot on the Company’s land and the other on the
king’s territory’. They were a constant source of irrita-
tion to the Dutch as they had been to the Portuguese.
The Chiefs would not often pay their annual tribute of
elephants and their land rents and some even would not
appear at the annual durbar when they were summoned
by governors. This was especially the case with Kayla
Vanniya of Panamkamam who failed to appear before
the Dutch Governor for twelve consecutive years’-
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“When this fearless wealthy chief died in 1678,
the Vanniyas appointed a successor without reference to
the Dutch authorities. The Dag register of that time
notes ‘affairs in Jaffna as regards the Vanniyas had
improved, for the obstinate Kayla Vanniya was dead
and his grand nephew Kaysianar had succeeded him and
sworn allegiance to the company'’.
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