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The Tsunami in the Kalminai area

The months of November and December are normally the wet-
test months in this are. the natural disasters like Floods and Cyclones
do take place during this period. The floods of 1957 and the cyclonee
of 1978 arc the oncs they remeber well. The scea was always a freind
to them. Leisuere time. family outings, religious events and children’s
plaveround were the sea-shore.

It had been so freindly that the fishermen ventured to erect their
own dwellings within a stones throw away from the sea. The govern-
ment Loo disregarded their own restrictions and laws for the construc-
tion of Hlousing schemes. Hospitals andSchools. The population explo-
sion and the planned colonisation of the hinterland gnd the ethnic di-
vide brought about by the ensuing civil war all forced them to under-
take such projecets. The marshy area that used to run parallel to the
sca-shore was too filled up in this land hungry arca.. The fishing com-
munity in this part of the island never migrate to other arcas during
their off season but the period of October to March was always the
period that the bisherman were not to venture atar into the sea tor their
livelihood, but fishing they did albeitona low key.

Due to the low intensity of the fishing activity . crowds of eager
customers throging the sea-shore for buying the fresh catch of the fish
during the month of December waas nothing unusual. The 26th of De-
cemberwas one such day. The sky was cloudy but not threatning and
sea sounded and looked as treindly ever. Being a holiday. the govern-
ment servants and other men of different vocations too added to the
numbers trying Lo get fresh fish for theirmeals.

Meamwhile in theirhousehold. the women folk were cleaning up
theirhouses for the day. Many of theirchildren have been alter hurried

breakfast sent to Quran Schools whilst the more mature ones (o tution
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classes as the parents consider it a plus point in the community if their
children pass the Fifth Standard Scholarship Examaminations. The left
out toddlers were engaged in their child play in their compund or in
theirneighbour’s. Only the infants were athome.

The boatmenn in the sea were either fishing or had come ashore.
The late coming boatmen in their boats observed a unusual phenom-
ena. The crowds of cager customers were running away leaving their
vchicles. The waves at the shore was climbingh to unusual heights and
were of the darkest hues. The normal silvery white cloudy spray was
absent instead an elephant of fast rolling waves began to speed towards
shores. The housces mostly open to get sunlight and fresh ai intyo their
rooms. The women folks were at their normal chores-b sweeping .
washing their infants. cleaning up the utensils and other like tasks. Asa
bolt from the blue. they heard shouts of the cries of people running

towards the main road away from the sca shouting ™ The Sca is comming
run run”. The fast running waves were quicker than these shouts for
massive wall of blacklash water was rushing towards them at extremely
fast pace. The housewives too ran. many shouting tor their toddlers.

The Tsunami wave in their journey towards the land broke up
SVerying in its way- some were thrown up onto te rees. others were
rolled and dashed onto the walls and some otheres were already dead
and were thrown up onto the trees. others were rolled and dashed onto
the walls and some others were alrcady dead and were part of the tlot-
sam and jetsam of the Sea. The brick walls were broken up like choco-
late bars and many of'it fell on the inmates trapping them to death. The
oncs who ran immediately were the majority of” the survivours, the
others who stayed behind to scarch for their loved ones and their valu-
ables were all lost the race. The receding Sea- water going back to the
sea was as speedy as itcame and these poor folks were drawn into the
sca - Alas!. To watery grave and be one ol the missing oncs. the Sca-
water was moving up and down with its speed getting reduced with
time. The main streets of the townships were now a sea of humanity -
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the beginnings of a Human Tsunami.

All the people, many in their normal home wear-sans Hijab and
some even in night gowns were running and riding, some motor cycles
were carrying five ti six persons, lorries loaded to its brim and the
Transport Board Busesall filled with Humanity were heading towards
the township of Sammanthurai.

People in the hinterland, thanks to the communication develop-
ment were speeding towards to the affected areas. The ensuing strong
buttheir will was overpowered by the human Tsunami.

The towship and its population reacted in a manner that should
be written in Gold. Every person who ran into the towship-regardless
of race, colour, religion or social status found a place to rest. The
150,000 or over numbers could not all be accommodated by the resi-
dential dwellings having a population of around 40,000. The schools,
Mosques and Temples were opened up, Rice was cooked for their late
lunch not only in the camps but also in their own houses. This act of
theirs went on for four days. The immediate reaction of the rest of the
country too wenta long way in assisting townsfolk.

The voutlis and other vehicle owners of Sammanthurai then made
a beeline to the ravaged area and found a sea of dead bodies. These
youths with the help of the area youths retrieved these bodies,
cleanedthem and collected all of it at the Town Hall, Sammanthurai
for identification. After identification, they were burried at the Public
Cemetry Sammanthurai. Over a thousand bodies from Maruthamunai
to Nintavur found their resting place in the Cemetry of Sammanthurai.
As the majority of the retrieved bodies were Muslims, all the bodies
were burried in Muslim style. The white cloth that is normally used to
wrap the bodies before burial called “*Kafan™ were not available. A
public announcement in the towship saw white sarees and the white
uniform materials of the students filling the shortage. This operation
continued night and day for three days-many of the youthsful volun-




teers working without sleep and a total of over three thousand five
hundred bodies were buried before outside aid arrived.

What is most surprising in this whole operation was it had no
central organization nor a team to co-ordinate operations of this na-
ture. Every act was purely voluntary. All knew what they had to do,
their were no bickerings, no fights, no law enforcing officers nothing!
The machine ran smoothly.

Many of their voluntary services slowed down with the opening
of Refugee Centers in the affected areas by the government.

Still there are people of this township helping in the clearing of
the affected houses. The Thabligh Movement that normally invites
people to pray were found bare bodied engaged in clearing activities.

All these prompted an MSF from Spain to mention that the vol-
untary actions and the co-operation she was witnessing was plesantly
surprising and lauded the volunteers.

These volunteers had no ulterior motives, no political ambitions
and npone whatsoever.

Their only motive has been to help, assist and aid the suffering.
Why could not our Leaders transform themselves and obtain the men-
tality of these youths-many of them jobless, uneducated and unarmed
with only their upbringing.

They also had to face a poor impending harvest that was inun-
dated by 340 mm ofrain in a single day. The prize they received from
mother nature after days of voluntary service.

- A.Razark M. Ali
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Sammanthurai Majlis As Shoora

Ameer -

Moulavi Alhaj M.B. Aliyar (Devbandh)

Secretary General
Alhaj. S.A. Razick (Principal)

Secretary

Alhaj. M.P.M. Razick

Board Trustees
Sammanthurai Malcumpitty, Kondavattuvan
Mosques & Shrines

0l.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
1.
12.
13.
14,
5.

Officer In

Al-Haj. Moulavi. A.C.A.M. Buhary J.P
Al-Haj. P.P. Kithir Mohamed J.P

Al-Haj. A.L. Habeeb Mohamed Rtd. T.A
Al-Haj. M.C.A. Wahith (Tr.)

Al-Haj. M.A. Thambikandu ADE

Al-Haj. K.L. Sulaimalebbe Pr.

Al-Haj. K.M.K.M. Mazahir Kariyappar P.M
Al-Haj. S.L.A. Rasheed J.P (Quazi)
Al-Haj. A.B. Sulaimalebbe G.S.N.
Al-Haj. Moulavi. M.Y.A. Jaleel Tr.
Al-Haj. Moulavi. M.1. Hajji Mohamed J.P
Al-Haj. A.L.M. Yaseen J.P.

Mr. U,.L.M. Aliyar

Mr. A.L.M. Igbal G.S.N.

Mr. S.L. Usanar Dep.Pr.

Charge

Mr. A.L. Nazar
Office Assistant

S.

M.L.M. Nawaz



Muslim Positive Force

Ameer
Assheikh S.LL.M. Madani

Organizer
M.1. Fouzudeen

Co-Ordinator
Assheikh Abul Hudha Ishaq

District Co-Ordinators

Naleem A. Sulthan - Ampara
Alhaj. Shibly Hameed - Colombo
Dr.Lafir - Batticaloa
M.M.M. Hanfal - Trincomalee
Assheikh Thahir Najimudeen - Mannar

M. Lamudeen - Puttalam
Ahamed Irshad - Kandy
Zainul Rifa - Matara
Assheikh A.C.M. Jaufar - Polonnaruwa
Rifky Mohiyadeen - Head Office
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