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APPRECIATIONS.

Cxteact feom the Siddhanta Dipika,

Volume X January 1910, No. 7. Page 257.

The most noteworthy feature of the conference during
its past session was the pillar of intellectual strength it had
found in the pious young lady, Mrs. Andalammal, who
treated it to a most solemn and thrilling discourse on the
% Significance of the Sacred Ashes ” on the morning of the
30th. Her delivery was impeccable, and the calm poise
of her high thinking, and the rippling flow of her pure
elogquence terminating with beautiful effect in a sonorous
climax, whenever the dignity of the topics demanded it,
was a matter for extreme praise. As a fluent and cultured
speaker of Tamil, she could hold her own, by the side of
the best of the sterner sex known to fame. The lecture
assumed a much wider scope in her hands than the title
seemed to require, and she gave an elaborate and telling
resume of the subtler spiritual aspects of the Saiva-Sid-
dhanta, staggering the audience by the wealth of her
resources, culture, Sanskrit and Tamil authorities and
quotations. The President complimented the lady-lecturer
in suitably graceful terms for her accomplishments and
piety, and presented her with two lots of books as souvenirs
of esteem and admiration, after announcing the names of
the gentlemen whose presents they were. The following
encomium in Tamil verse was complied in her honour by
A. Shanmuga Pillai of Solavandan, one of the greatest
Tamil pandits of the present day:—
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EXTRACT FROM THE SIDDHANTA DIPIKA.
Volume XT July 1910, No. 1. Page 28.

The first address on the next day was given by a lady
from Bangalore, which will probably astonish the readers.
In his speech expressing thanks, the Secretary told us on
the following day, that the lady speaker had first hesitated,
when he asked her. But her husband had encouraged her,
saying : ¢ For the Saiva Siddhanta, we must even be pre-
pared to give up our lives.” As we were somewhat late,
we heard, only the last part of the address. The lady
spoke with exceeding fluency and rapidity, loud and dis-
tinctly. Her theme was “The Holy Ashes”. To judge
from the little we heard, she endeavoured to explain sym-
bolically the custom of besmearing the forehead and other
parts of the body with ashes. After the address, the
President admonished the hearers not to abandon this
custom, as, by the holy ashes, sin was removed.

(Rev. H. W. Schomerus.)
EXTRACT FROM THE SIDDHANTA DIPIKA.

Volume 12 January & February 1912, No. 7 & 8. Page 345.

The case of our lady lecturers should be specially
mentioned. The first is Mrs. Ekambaram Andalammal,’
a Tamil lady hailing from Secunderabad and belonging to
a most respectable family of Mudaliars. There was a great’
crush before her address commenced and yet the . utmost
gilence was preserved during the one hour her learned dis-



course lasted and the audience was spell-bound. Her sub-
ject ¢ Siva Linga Mahatvam’ and her exposition of the
subject was most learned and lumin ous; and she quoted
texts from Rig Veda downwards. If she knew English
and had appeared in the lecture-halls of Europe her name
and fame would have reached the ends of the earth in no
time.

EXTRACT FROM THE SIDDHANTA DIPIKA.
Volume XTIIT January 1913, No. 7, Page 328.

After lunch interval, came the learned discourse of
Srimati Andalammal of Secunderabad, and the interest
with which it was awaited would be evident from the hall
becoming crammed about this hour. She spoke with much
grace on the subject of Advaita Mukti Lakshana and she
marshalled the various views regarding advaita and passed
her pungent criticism thereon and upheld the sudda-advaita
siddhanta view supported by various authorities from
Sanskrit and Tamil. If in fact, we are to find fault with
it at all, it was much too learned for an audience like that
before her. We are glad to know that in addition to her
mastery of the Tamil Siddhanta Sastras, she is st;udjring
the great Bashya of Srikanta Sivacharya in the original
itself.
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