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MESSAGE FROM THE

ector of St. Patrick’s College

I understand that Rev.Sr.yolande is to relinquish her

principal post of Holy Family Convent ,Jaffna, very shortly. The
school will certainly miss her dedicated service. | hasten to send
my best wishes for happy and contended service elsewhere in
the Lord's Vineyard.

| remember very well my first meeting with Sr.Yolande at
Peradeniya University Campus in 1968. | found her to be a
pleasant and affable person with a noble heart to help others
always. My two younger sisters had the privilege of studying under
her and still value her guidance and friendship they received
from her at HFC when Sr.Yolande was on the tutorial staff in the
early seventies. She took over the principal post in 1988 when
the school had become a government school and thus, had to
adjust to the new set up and keep the old girls associations alive
as well. Furthermore, she had to guide the destiny of the school
at the most turbulent times in the history of the institution. Well
she had the faith and dedication to steer through all those difficult
days and keep up the Familian spirit alive. She rallied round the
old girl's associations abroad and found their assistance to put
back the school on track. The past pupils associations all over
the world remembers her dedicated service to the school with
grateful heart.

Sr.Yolande had to weather impossible problems including
a full blown war and two displacements and she emerged
unscathed to gather fresh laurels; all due to her dynamic faith
and practical wisdom. Recently she steered through the
amalgamated school, updating it according to the demands of
modern education.

We thank God for the 34 years of dedicated service of
Sr.Yolande to the Holy Family Convent. We wish that God Almighty
will continue to bless her endeavors in the future as well.

Well done Sr.Yolande! May God go with you.

REVD.DR.JUSTIN B.GNANAPRAGASAM
Rector
St.Patrick's College, Jaffna. J
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Message from the
Director of
CENTRE FOR PERFORMING ARTS

Her price is far above rubies
(Proverbs, ch.31,v.10)

She was a leader, an organizer and an innovator. As a woman, she stood tall among men:
a woman of reflection, of vision, of conviction and of action. Our nature consists in
motion, stated Blaise Pascal. Her actions, which bore seeds of greatness, sprang from a
readiness for responsibility. Hence, even those who might not have agreed with her,
respected her, She was royal in her own fashion and was treated like one.

Thirumarai Kalamanram (CPA) experienced another side of her personality. Though she
appeared a tough administrator, she had a soft corner for the arts. She was able to
combine administrative correctness and firmness, which certainly contributed to the
admirable growth of the Holy Family Convent in many fields, with liberal attitude
towards the arts and artistes. She was one of the few who recognized that artistes had to
be respected and accepted with their idiosyncrasies. Artistes of Thirumarai Kalamanram
approached her for help in season and out of season because they knew that she was a
patron of the arts.

She encouraged her pupils to get involved in Fine Arts and motivated them to participate
in theatre workshops and performances. In fact, Thirumarai Kalamanram could rely on
her, her staff and her pupils for support in times of need. I hope that the fruitful
partnership which blossomed between the Holy Family Convent and Thirumarai
Kalamanram during her period as the Principal would continue in the future.

The vocation of every man and woman is to serve other people, stated Leo Tolstoy.
Rev.Sr.M.Joland has done it wonderfully well and has rightfully earned a place in the
history of education in our country.

REVD.DR.N. M. MARIA XAVIER
Director
Centre for Performing Arts
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Message from the principal
of
St. John's College Jaffna

HOLY FAMILY CONVENT JAFFNA — As a leading educational institution
in the region has rendered yeoman service to the community,
building up invaluable educational values for peoplie to follow

Rev.Sr.Yolande Mathias was a contemporary of mine at the
university of peradeniya. I therefore deem it a great honour and
privilege to forward this message on her contribution in the field of
education, especially, to HOLY FAMILY CONVENT.

She had adorned the chair during one of the most turbulent periods
in our history. But, had come out with “Flying Colours” in holding
on the school together with grit and determination, in spite of civil
strife & displacements.

Though she would soon be leaving the portals of this great
establishment, through her loyalty and dedication to service. She
leaves behind an indelible impression in the annals of the institution.

S.THANAPALAN
Principal
St.John’s College, Jaffna.

\\ W,
(O LDBVIT (13)




Message from the principal
of
Chundikuli Gilrs College, Jaffna

Rev. Sr. yolande Mathias retires from the principalship of the
Holy Family Convent, Jaffna, shortly.

She hails from Vadamaradchi which has the pride of Place in
producing eminent educationists in the Jaffna peninsula from time
immemorial. Fresh from the Peradeniya University, armed with an Arts
degree, she joined the Holy Family Convent Jaffna which is the first
Holy Family Convent in Sri Lanka, in 1970. Her penchant for learning
geared her towards obtaining her Diploma in Education from the
University of Colombo in 1977, her Diploma in Management and
Administration from the N.L.E. in 1990 and her Masters Degree from
the Jaffna University in 1922,

Her innate qualities of initiativeness diplomacy, leadership and
courage earned her a place in the administration of the school. She
was appointed Vice Principal in 1984 and later Principal in 1988.

She was a woman with a vision and a mission with the view of
equipping the student to suit the modern times, with the helps of the
Past Pupils Associations around the globe she was able to install a
computer unit in the school and organized after school spoken English
and speech classes. The initiation of the College Day and founder's
day celebrations show beyond and doubt her insight in building up the
Familian heritage. Even the library went through an overall an change
to suit the times.

Her undaunted courage led her to brave all obstacles and run
the school during the displacements at Mirusuvil in 1995 and again at
Manipay in the year 2003. The amalgamation of the two convents in
2002 took place smoothly and unnoticed which speaks for her.

It would be by no means an easy task to fill the void created
by the retirement of Rev.Sr.Yolande.

May the Good Lord bless the devoted services rendered by
her to the school and community at large, and give her peace and
contentment in her retired life.

MRS. T. RAJARATNAM
Principal,

Chundikuli Girls’ college; Jaffna.
—/
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Message from the
Principal...

Words are inadequate to fathom the capacity of
Revd.Sr.Yolande. Yet with great pleasure | express a few words
about her.

Revd.Sr.Yolande, who steered this institution for the past sixteen
years, is an efficient, talented, selfless and dedicated person.
Her regime is remarkable. It is a golden era in the annals of the
Holy Family Convent. This institution reached its glorious heights
under her leadership. Physical, Social, intellectual and spiritual
advancement of the students during her stewardship is, indeed,
commendable. ]

As principal she was very considerate and understanding. She
carried her administration with hopes and unfailing courage,
which enabled her to steer the school efficiently.

Her strong faith, foresight, commitment and generosity helped
her to guide the school to greater heights. Let me thank God for
the manifold blessings bestowed upon this institution through
the untiring efforts of Revd.Sr.Yolande.

| wish her a peaceful future and God's choicest blessings on
he .

REVD.SR.M.T.LADISLAUS.
Principal,

J/Holy Family Convent
N J
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.%' oly family convent, Jaffna can

boast of an impressive array of
principals, from Mother Marie Helen
to Rev. Sr. Yolande who assumed
office in 1988 and has been at the
helm for 16 eventful years. coming
after a gentle Sr. Martina and a
buoyant Sr. Antony Joseph, Sr.
Yolande was unique in her own way,
unlike her predecessors she belonged
to a new generation with a new
vision and new horizons.

Though not a past pupil of this
school, she had served as a teacher
here, by which she became one of
The Familians and imbibed the
Familian tradition and spirit which
she was to foster and uphold in later
years.

No one can deny her love for
the school. Her dream, her only
ambition was to make H. F. C. a first-
rate school in Jaffna. With this
determination she hardnessed every
resource, tapped every potential to
develop the school to the maximum.
It is due to her untiring efforts that

" the school has risen to its present
height.

We all know she was a very

able principal. The period of her

tenure of service was a very difficult
one. Besides the numerous other

problems she had to overcome, she
had to steer the school through a full-
scale civil war with its accom
panying hardships like danger,
displacement and destruction. The
way she handled the situation was
admirable. With dogged courage she
carried on, prepared for every
eventiality, keeping her calm and
poise in any predicament. Her
fighting spirit never falters. Her head
isnever bowed in defeat. Perhaps her
deep and dynamic faith underlies all
this.

Her strong character inspires
respect not only in the pupils, but
also in the staff, parents and others.
They accept her decisions as sensible
and wise. Children know how
particular she is about dicipline
though she will tell you what a
Herculean task it is to impose
discipline on present day children
student and sometimes even parents
dread to approach her. But there is
another side to her personality that
they have not seen. Under this
formidable exterior there lies a heart
of gold. As Miss Louis used to say
she is a “rough diamond” few people
know how caring she can be, I have

WIT6OUT WEVIT
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known her go out of the way to bring
relief to some one who was in need
of assistance.

Another facet of Ther
personality which many people are
unaware of is her aesthetic sense and
artistic talent. She has an eye for
beauty. The decorations at the
various school events are all done
under her keen observation and
direction. Formerly she used to do
beautiful embroidery and keep a nice
flower garden but as principal she
had very little time for these activities.

Sr.yolande’s work was not
confined to the school alone. As a
nun she contributed much to her
community, shouldering heavy
responsibilities in addition to her
duties as principal. Her capacity for
work was tremendous. I have often
wondered how she manages such a
heavy workload and look so fresh
and relaxed at the same time.

(DITGOTT LOEUIT

Being aware that she was
called to a responsible position where
great demands would be made on
her, she realised the need to equip
herself with the necessary know
ledge, expertise and experience.
Therefore she proceeded to arm
herself with higher academic and
profesional qualifications and sought
new experiences which not only
enhansed her intellect but also
enriched her personality.

Since I have had the
opportunity to be associated with Sr.
yolande for more than a quarter of a
century it is but natural that I pay
her this tribute. I have not dealt with
her services to the school as I expect
others will do so. I have only tried to
bring out my own impressions of Sr.
yolande’s multi-faceted personality
and qualities of head and heart, that
I feel are worthy of appreciation and
emulation.

MISS. VIOLET EMMANUEL
(Vice President O.G A)
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