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TRANSLATION OF THE VERSES
TREATED IN THIS BOOK

(61 (DSSNETITL. LINL_EOSEBHID S|eUDMISSTEST
Spudleo Quomfl Quuwiriyb)

1. e Lemlphsnt aHOSST ererdl(méss GCeuevorn

(Page 33)

Don't be labouring under the delusion that blood is thicker
than water and that your kith and kin will always come to your
aid. That your brothers were born from the same womb is no
consideration for there are many congenital discases that are
born with you and remain with you only to kill you. On the
contrary strangers may be found to be your lifesavers, like
the medicinal herbs that grow in far off places never heard of.

2. QeigelmanimEss Qs lausams QBIbsEsTEL

(Page 36)

What is the point in blaming the gods when your present
plight is a direct consequence of your past deeds and sins?
Unless in the days gone by, you have done good deeds so that
your sins could be purged off, how could you expect to reap
good harvest? How can you expect the empty pot to boil
over without your having put something into it in the past?
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3. Sempseisd flab Glgsvaunenmsd (Page 40)

Please mark this. Cut your coat according to the cloth
from the very start. If you don't contain your expenses within
your income, you will lose your honour and your sense of
discretion will disappear and you will be condemned a liar
and thief wherever you turn. Such a reckless life will keep
you a bad being in all your births. Eventhe best of people will
hate to associate with you.

4, b uned aeneuulled Geongl (Page 44)

The taste of cow's milk will not diminish even when it
is reduced by heat to eighth of its original amount. The great
people remain great even when they have fallen on hard days.
The whiteness of the chank increases the more it is burnt. But
those that are not of friendly nature will never make friends
however one may try.

5. euren@meluies sa(® (Page 49)

Don't vaunt that you are great and that you can do that
and this. Everyone is great in his own way in one way or the
other. Haven't you seen the nest of a swallow or the graceful
lac or the wonderful structure constructed by the white ant
or the delicate web of the spider? Can any one imitate any
of them? No body can. The truth is that nobody is good in

everything.
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6. &ngen CQuamGD®H e Couitg anevsgib (Page 52)

However badly a sandal wood slab might have got
worn off, it still loses not its sweet fragrance, which is its
attribute. Likewise just kings might be reduced to poverty
by circumstances; but the greatness of their virtues will never
diminish as a consequence.

7. 360 M Selemer e FrLL60 Glummer (Page 56)

Aram, Porul, Inpam and Veedu are the four great things
one should seek after. Relief of distress and pain is Aram or
virtue. What is acquired in a virtuous way is the real wealth or
Porul. The mutual and self - effacing love that exists between a
man and woman is Inpam or love. When one is prepared to
give everything for the benefit of the world at large, release comes
to him automatically.

8. meveorenrs snewsTLga|b KetGp (Page 57)

It is good to know and move with good people. Also it
is good to heed to the advice of honourable people. It does
one good to remember and extol the great qualities of
commendable personalities. It is always to the advantage of
a person not to antagonise virtuous people.

9. amHS JMPSHINID éﬁnyng eumgn (Page 60)

Implore and importune as much as you can! That which
you are not fated to get, you will never get; on the other
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hand, howsoever you may reject it, that which you are
destined to get, you will get somehow. Little realising this,
we ordinary mortals worry and pine at length until our
heart becomes sore that things are not happening the way
we desire.
10. e_eteng) @lw @meaunsE emeut (Page 64)

As far as mortals are concerned, they cannot enjoy even
a bit more than what they have been ordained to experience
according to their balance sheet of sins and merits. One might
try to move heaven and earth to change what have been
ordained; one might travel through the oceans and territories
in search of pleasures and fortunes. The stark truth is that you
cannot enjoy more than what has been ladled out to you based
on your record of meritorious acts and sinful acts.

11. sevauwndls Qamburdls sn_L&505 B (Page 67)

Have you known a real tree? You may think that it is those
colossal trees with extending bifurcating branches in the forest
that are real trees. No; it is not so. Real trees are among
human beings. Those unlettered people who have not the least
desire to learn and consequently are not able to benefit from
any written material that is produced before them are the real

trees.
12. Qaul Leneneu Qwgsemeneu Glausosoneurnd (Page 71)

It is generally believed that those that are hard are
capable of defeating the soft; that violence is more powerful
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than pacifism. But, then, that is not true. For instance a steel
arrow that is capable of piercing the hard skin of an elephant
fails to pierce through a soft pack of tender cotton wool.
Likewise a rock that defies any attempt by a crowbar to break
it gives way when the radicle of a tiny seed begins to strike
root in a crevice on the same rock.

13. mrQevesfiGeor Ganed smuyd (Page 73)

If a brahmin is elected as the king of a country, the
kingdom will fail soon; if a person from a warrior caste
(shattriya) is made the king of a country he will plunge the
country in never ending wars. If a person from the business
class is appointed as the king, then the citizens will die of
hunger.

On the other hand if a person from the agriculture
community is chosen as the king, then he as the person who
knows the pulse of the ordinary people, will prove to be a good
king, good minister and good adviser. It is the administration,
of which an ordinary person is the king, that is ideal and
desirable. o

14. e pp PL5560 e it euyriEd SemenwGuimi

(Page 77)

Not all men are brave. There are certain people who are
ever ready to give their life should the need arise; they are

men of valour. Such people will not surrender or give in
when confronted by their enemies; instead they will readily
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fight the enemy and lose their life to save their sense of
honour. A pillar of concrete never bends. If it is overloaded
and strained beyond measure, it may crack or break, but
will never curve or bend.

15. sipmsene CUIs HPISSEE0 Hrendleneuid
(Page 79)

What a big fool Brahma must be! If only I could get
hold of Brahma the creator who matrimonially joined
together this nice and beautiful girl to that uncultured and
uncouth lad, I would pluck his remaining four heads and
fling them away the same way the first one was decapitated
by Lord Shiva.

16. Gselsgid Qesfrhbgib (Page 81)

If you think about, it is only for a plate of food that all
humans are toiling and moiling. Be it sub-serving, begging,
going overseas, pretending to be great people, ruling over or
giving musical recitals, we do this only to pass the day, unable
to bear the hunger and thirst caused by the wretched gut.

17. mBuned euenen (Page 87)

Protect those that belong to your cohort like the letter
“gy* (Ng) in the Tamil alphabet. Of the thirteen letters in the
«m series, only the consonant “m” is used for writing
purposes. Other letters such as mi, mm, M, etc, are useless
letters. Still they find a place and recognition in the Tamil
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alphabet of 247 letters. It is because of the one and the only
letter “ru”* that the other twelve are able to survive. In other
words it is “‘m” which gives life and sustains the rest. Likewise
in a community, it is the duty of those who are of some
consequence to protect others who may be of no use either
to themselves or others.

18. Qevtenn, Qenewio, aupienio mﬁy eniHuwEsned
(Page 92)

It is intolerable and painful for one to experience poverty
when one is young. It is equally painful for one to be endowed
with pleasurable things when one is old. A flower that
blossoms at a time when no one finds a need for it is
worthless; likewise the beauty of a lass will be worthless if
there is no husband to enjoy that beauty.

19. G&w5sE WES Guaunpsana Cusanisrs (Page 94)

Life of a beggar is despicable. If there is a life which is
more despicable than begging, it is the act of living off on the
efforts of others, without making any effort at all. It is really
disgraceful to lead such a life of ease and ignominy. It is
better that a person commits suicide rather than eking out a
shameful life for the sake of filling one's belly.

20. yewrenflub sy urand Gumb (Page 96)

All religions exhort people to do well and to refrain from
doing evil. It is the good deeds you did in your previous birth
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that you could call as your investment in this birth. When you
come to think of it, there is nothing truer than this. Therefore
do not sin, but do well.

21. g8 QueerClmflw Ceuflevemed (Page 99)

If you come to think of it, there are only two castes in
the world; one is the upper caste and the other is the lower
caste. Those that tread the path of rectitude and
righteousness belong to the ‘upper caste; those that are not
able to conduct themselves steadfastly on the track of just
and fair moral rectitude belong to the lower caste.

22. eups@enLwnes RHu eeSlwnenend salq. (Page 103)

He who chums up with the unfair defendant in a case
while the poor innocent plaintiff stands alone and uncared for,
and ensures the victory of the unfair defendant, will die
issueless pursued by the tears of the defeated plaintiff and
his people.

23. Qupprt Wpksri Qu@EmBI_LIT Cumeodlso
(Page 106) ‘

The unscrupulous won't care whether the persons who
ask for their help are their parents, brothers, sisters, compatriots,
relatives or friends; they will not help them even if they entreat
them to assist them in a polite manner. If you threaten them
with harm, then they will come forward to help. This is the
way of the world.
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24. uewi(p (weweriiug SAAGW sy emmed (Page 109)

It is true that it is the rice grain that sprouts. However
if the husk that surrounds the grain drops off, the grain will
not be able to sprout; in fact the grain will then decay.
Likewise however able and enterprising a person may be, he
cannot achieve great things without the co-operation of the
people around him. Let us therefore not ignore others simply
because they are not as great as we think ourselves to be.

25. spllenCeur® euiuf sweuir (Page 117)

The split caused in the friendship of petty - minded
people, as a result of anger is comparable to a crack caused
in a rock; that split can never be mended. The split caused
in the freindship of some other people in consequence of
anger is like the crack that occurs on a gold bangle; such
crack is capable of being joined by applying some heating
or beating. But the anger of the noble ones, who tread the
path of rectitude, is like the wake caused by the passage of
an arrow on the water surface; the split disappears no sooner
itis formed.

26. anenouled L& sevtTiqHBS euncGanfl (Page 120)

The display of seeming scholarship by an unlettered
person with little knowledge is like the dance performed by a
wild fowl in an effort to imitate the dance of a forest peacock
which is a natural dancer. ‘
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27. Gzeun GmEHD Shmresweny (pigajb (Page 125)

~ Be it the all embracing Thirukkural, or the four Vedas,
or the Upanishads or the Thevarams of the three Saiva saints
or the Thirukkovayaar or the Thiruvasagam of saint
Maniccavasagar, or the great sayings of the Thirumoolar, all
of them say the same ultimate truth. The truth will dawn on
us upon reading any one of them.

28. austrL-Bemws Csins aipd) scownewmsg (Page 128)

~ You ask me whether I enjoyed the food at the wedding
feast thrown by the king Pandya who is a great Tamil
Scholar. Let me tell you how I enjoyed the feast. In the queue
that sprang up I got expressed and pushed and got oppressed
by hunger, but did not have a grain of rice at the feast.

29. QareveomwBGev Qawieur Quflwir (Page 131)

Great are those who will do their duty without any body
telling them. Ordinaries are those that will perform their duty
upon reminding. Those that are third grade will not do even if
you importune them to do. If these three could be compared
to certain trees, you may compare the greats, the ordinaries and
the third grades to a jak tree, a rhango tree and a trumpet - flower
tree respectively. Jak tree will bear fruit without even letting
one discover that it is going to bear fruits. Mango tree will
bear fruit only after advertising in the form of full flowering
that it is about to bear fruits.
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As for the trumpet - flower tree it makes hell of a lot
of advertisement by bringing forth a lot of flowers, but none
of it will bear any fruits.

30. UTPULBS Bl LaTTSMSU MBS MUSS

(Page 138)

Oh! You foolish and wretched human beings! Please
listen to me. Think for a while. You toil so hard and earn so
much and save them all in secret places, sacrificing all
pleasures and comforts. You are not sure how long you are
going to live. The moment the soul departs your savings
are going to be enjoyed by unknown guys. What is the big
idea of your saving if you are not going to enjoy.
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SpSfwflesr Geumy DL EHSBIGET

1. sl sblgpw (Law and Tamil)

2.  umsnewenng &L ib (Law of Partnership)

3.  Ethical Essence of the Tamils (Thirukkural Articles)
4. eamssnpm (Selemss QsnEs) (Nostalgic Poems)
5. el Afsgb (Law Laughs)

6. OGsfluywr s Lw? (Know your law)

7. Scenes fi’om Tamil Classics (To be Published soon)
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