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(On Tamil Grammar.)
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MR. POOR’S LETTER TO HIS LATE PUPILS—No.V,
My Youne Fricnbs,

The Communicacion, addressed to the general Association of Massachu-
setts aqd which gave rise to the appointment of the ¢‘American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions,”” was signed, when presented, but by
fz{ur of the six young men, to whom I referred in my last letter. The names
of two of them James Richards and Luther Rice, had been withdrawn,
This was done at the suggestion of a discerning, influential member of the
Asgociulion who had been previously consulted on the subject. The reason
assigned for this suggestion was, ¢“lest the Association should be alarmed at
the prebable expence of sapporting six missionaries in a foreign land, and
should sbrink in discouragement from the undertaking.” After hearing from
the applicants a more particular account of their views, the Association re-
ferred the subject for further and more special consideration to a Committee
ol three individuals of their body. On the following day this Cominittee
Presented a Report which wus faily in accordance with the views and wishes
expressed i the communication that had been referred to them. Where-
Upon it was voted, that there be instituted by this general Association a
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, for the purpose of devising
ways and meuns, and adopting and prosecuting measures, for promoting the
spread of the Gospel in heathen lands. The Association then proceeded to
elect nine individuals, of whom five belonged to the state of Massachusetts
and four to the state of Connecticut, to constitute the contemplated Board
of Corpmissioners—-with the understanding that they adopt their own form of
organization and their own rules and regalations.”” These gentlemen ac-
Cepted the appointment, and met for the first time on the 5th of the ensuing
September 1810, at which time a constitution was adopted and the requisite
officers appointed. At thir first meeting the Rev. Samuel Worcester was o-
lected a member of the prudential Committee, and also the corresponding
Secretary of the Board. ~ 'I'his two-fold office he continued to hold till the
day of his decease on the 7th of June 1821, The important part which Dr.
W orcester performed in giving character and efficiency to the operations of

memory toall in his native land, who are interested in the cause of Missions
and in the conversion of the Tami! people. I cannot perhaps at present, more
appropriately introduce him to your acquaintance, than by filling the re-
mainder of my sheet with an extract from an address to the Christian pat-
lic in America, drawn up by Dr. Worcester, agreeably to the directions of
the Board of Commissioners, at their first session, and published in several
of the periodicals of that day. In the course of his address Dr. Worcester
remarks—*“The Lord is shaking the nations—his friends in different parts
of christendom are roused from their slumbers; and unprecedented exertions.
are making for the spread of divine knowledge, and the conversion of the
nations. [ our own country, the missionary spirit is excited, and much bas
already been done for imparting the Gospei to the destitate in our new and
frontier settlements. But for the millions on our own continent and in otb-
er parts of the world, to whom the Gospel has never been preached we
have yet those exertions to make, which comport with the Savior’s emphat.
ical directions, and our distinguished advantages for promoting the great ob.
Ject for which he came down from heaven and lahored and sutfered. A new
scene, with us is now opening. It is ascertained that several young mes,
of good reputation for piety and talents, under sacred and deep impressioos,
hold themselves devoted for life to the service of God, in the Gospel of b

- Son, among the destitute, and are ready to go into any part of the unevan.

elized world, where providence shall open the door for their missionary
abors. Is not this a divine intimation of some thing great and good? And
does it not call, with impressive emphasis, for general attention and exer-
tion? In the present state of the world, Christian missions cannot be executed
without pecuniary support. Shall this support be wanting? When millions
are perishing for lack of knowledge, and young disciples of the Lord are
waiting, with ardent desire, to carry the Gospel of salvation to them; shail
those millions e left to perish, and that ardent desire be disappointed? Is
there, then, in those who are favored with the Gospel, the same mind that
was in Christ, when he freely gave his own blood for the redemption of
men? Should not this reflection come home to the hearts of the rich, and
of all who, by the bounty of the Savior, have it in their power to contribute
even their mites, for the salvation of those for whom he died?’’

(To be continued. )

Tillipally, March 80, 18483. Your’s very traly, D. Poox.

(Explanation of a verse requested.)
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Answer to an Arithmetical query proposed in No. 1. Vol. III.
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(A Question on English Grammar.)
To the Editors of the ‘Morning Star.”
GENTLEMEN,

1 beg yoa will kindly insert the following in your popular Periodical.

In the course of my study of the English Grammar, I have observed a
few phrases, in which the word it is prefixed, withoat any reference to a
noun; as for instance, It appears John is laboring under insanity. It seems
1 was mistaken in my conjecture—whether ¢, in these sentences, is to be
termed a pronoun, or otherwise, I am unable to decide upon, bat if it is a
pro-noun in the above instances, I wish to know what noun it bears re-
lation to; ns Grammarians assert, that a pronoun is a word used instead of
a noun, and I do not find i¢ has any other appellation in the Grammar, than
that of a pronoun. What part of speech is it to be called in parsing the
sentences alluded 1o, is then my questions which I trast the students at Jaff-
na, or Trevandrum, or any body else, who takes an interest in it, will be
pleased to answer, through the medium of the **Btar.”’

I arn Your Obedient Servant,
Mr, DewasTUDINADEN’S Stadent.
Trichinopoly, Private 8chool, 81st March, 1843.

&P e g0z, —CHRISTIAN.

Scriptural Proefs of the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity
CONCERNING THE BEING AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD.
God’s wisdom.

«He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: wh i
self Egajngt h@mhand hath prospegre 0 J:t:?nigx. 4.w © hath hardened bim-

**God is mighty in strength and wisdom.’* Job. xxxvi. 5.

*Blessed be God, for wisdom and strength are his,”’ Dan. ii. 20.

%40 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!**
Rom. xi. 83 .

“'To God only wise be glory through Jesus Christ for ever.”’ Rom. xvi. 27

«0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them
all.”’ Pa. civ. 24. '

«The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath
he established the heavens. By his knotwledge the depths are broken up
and the clouds drop down the dew.”” Prov. iii. 19—20.
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Rures ror THE ConpucT oF Ao CHnistiaN LiFe.
Abridged from *‘the practice of Trua Devotion®* by Robert Nelson Esq.

Diversions.—In diversions we must consider the end and de-
sign of them, which is, to refresh our wearied spirits, to un-
bend ourselves from the constant application to business, and
thereby to fit and prepare us the better to discharge our du-
ties in our several staticns. Whatever contradicts this end.
must be avoided; for we were not sent iato life only to sport
and please ourselves. We must also have regard to the na-
ture of them, that they be such astend to promote our health,
and at the same time no ways impair the vigour of our minds;
that they donot expose us to any dangerous temptations, and
become the occasion of offending God : those pleasures that
are unlawful, are not so much as to be named among Chris-
tians; and those that are lawful must be used with modera-
tion, and at seasonable hours, and such chose as most com-
port with the gravity of our Christian profession.
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"The following Article was prepared for the Hindu Calendar of 1845-4,
but was excluded for want of reom. It is here given, as the busis of tie
promised ““monthly view of the heavens’® beginning, with the Tamil new
year. In this ¢ View™ constant reference will be made to the Ephemeris of the
planets contained in the last two pages of the Hindu Calendar, now on sale.

- ON THE HEAVENLY BODIES.
KERAKA-SARRA-VELAKAM, or Directions Sor identifying, by
actual observation, the Planets and Constellations, as they willap-

pear in the heavens, at the commencement of the Hindu year, i. e.

the 12th of April.

Introductory.

A frequent observation of the movements of the heavenly bodies cannot
fail to be a fruitful source of amusement and rational enjoyment to every
intelligent observer. Ir the heavens, we have spread out before us, asa splen-
did volumne of three hundred and sixty five pages, whichit is the privilege
of every one to read and study at pleasure who has eyes to see, and com-
mon sense to understand. A few plain directions will therefore be given,
which will enable every attentive reader to identify both the twelve con-
stellations and the five planets, which are visible to the naked eye. Itis
recommended that parents and school teachers interest their children inthis |
subject and commence their ohservations at the commencement of the Hin.
du wew year te which period the following directions are especially appli-
cable.

Direction 1st. Understand that the Zodiac through which the Sun, Moon, i
and Planets, perforin their uppointed revolutions, is a broad circle or belt, 16 |
degrees wide, encomnpasaing the whole heavens, from west to east, both the '
heavens above, and the hcaveus below., This circle is divided into twelve
portions, called constellations, and designated by the funciful names of Aries, '
‘Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, 8corpio, Sagitarius, Capri-
cornus, Aquarius, and Pisces. The sun passes through one of these constel- |
lations, or portions of the Zodiac, in a month, and thus completing its ap-
parent revolution among the fixed stars, in one year, o; twelve months. !
Nix of the twelve consteilations will at all times, be above the horizon, and
uity be distinetly seen in the evening, when the weather is favorable. i

Direction 2d. The constellations are situated and counted from west to
east. e. g At sun set, on the evening of the Tamil new year, the coustellation k
Aries will be in the western horizon. . We shall then “have in regular order
fron west to east, the six constellations, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, !
Lco, and Virgo At this time Cancer will be near the meridian about 20
degrees north of us, and Virgo in the eastern horizon. In the course of two
hours, (i. e.) at 8 o’clock, Aries will have descended below the western |
horizon, and Libra will kave arisen in the East

Lirection 3rd. Roquest some person acquainted with the subject to poiut |

out to you the principal stars in each of the Constellations, and observe them |
tfrom time to time, ti}l you become familiar wi't them. If there be no per-
son at hand to render you this assistance, then carefully attend to tho direc-
ons thut will be givea in the ensuing No. of the *‘Morning Star.”’
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SUMMARY OF NEWVS.
JAFFNA,

Festival at Pulliar's Temple at Manepy.—Theannual festival at this
tempie isnow being held.  Great numbers ol people attend avery night to
witness the ceremomes and to —let them say what. We question whether it iz
lawful for them to continue their noise and dis‘urbance to such unseasonable
hours, as they usually continue till 12 o’clock and afier, but we are weil a-
ware that the darkness of uight rather than the light of day befits such ocea-
sions, We wiil thank any who have been foolish enough to speud their mon-
ey at this festival, to report to us after two weeks—the moral and spiritual
benefit they have derived from their offerings.

Cock Fighting —We are credibly informed that there are several par-
ties in Manipy who are engaged in supporting the cruel and unlawful ga:ne
of cock fishting. "I'tie mneetingsare held, we betieve, in Navaly, and we are
told that asmany as 400 persons are sometimes present, and that the vidahns
are cognizant ol the aftiur and take no measures to suppress it.

Public spirit of public men.—A company of traveiling Comedians from
the continept, have lately been performing 1n this vicinity some ol the scanda-
lous sceues related in the Scanda-purana—for the entertuintient and de-
moralization of the native community. The chicf pations of these Actors
wete public officers—the Vidans, Oodiyars, and Votaries of the vil-
lage. It is well known to these men that the perfurmance of such plays is
calculated to leud their sons and daughters into all manuer of iniquity—of the
truth of which there are melancholy examples in Manepy—and yet though
gunrdians of the public welfare they are found panderiug to the vices they
ought to seek to reform. It is matter of sincere regret thut the respected
Maneyugar Superamaniar, of this village, who, we believe, is not often found
enguged in such trunsactions, should have lent his encouragement to them
at this time. It should also be stated to the credit of Vidahn Wiramootoo,
that he refused. when strongly urged by some of his friends,—to reader them
any support, butas in duty bound, reported thew to the District Court, by
which weuns they were warned out of Jaflna.

TRINCOMALIE.

Married at Trincomalie on the 3d Feb, 1843 Mr. Ratnasinga Mudeliar
Valoepally to Miss Valoepully both respectable natives. The ceremonies,
which were conducted with great splendor, continued several days, present-
ing s delightful scene, which drew together a large concourse ot people, he-
sides those who wereinvited. As the married couple are possessed ol guod
dispositions and virtuous character, it is hoped they may live in harmony,
love, and peace, and in the fear of God. May the ALighty grant them happy
aud loug lives and all manner of blessings.

«*She is a wile who unwearicdly guards herself, takes care of her hus-
baad, and prescrves unsullied fame.”” —Communicated.

AHMEDNUGGER.

Hurricane.—A severe barricane was expcrienced at Ahmednugger on
the 16th ult. which caused considerable damage, by tearing up trees, lev-
eliing houses, &c. It lusted only 5 minutes,

““Dnyanodaya —This is the title of a monthly publication of 16pp
sinall 4 to. published at Ahmedaugger, in the Maratna language, with oc-
casional translations into Luglish. ‘I'he object of the work 13 similar to
that of the Morning Star. It is stated by the Editor to be the first and
only religious ( Christian) paper published in any native language on that
side of India, 'T'he Morning Star is the first and only paper in the Tannl
language published in Ceylon. The Ceylon Treasure pub.ished at Colom-
bo, in the Cingalese luuguage, was commenced 5 or 6 months before the
Moruoing Star.

It was from such smnall beginnings as these, that the present ocean of
news-paper and periodical literature in Europe and Awerica, with its im-
measurable weight of influencs upon society, took its rise.  ‘Though the in-
fluence of these humble periodicals, may for a time to come, be circumserib-
ed by the opposing prejudices of the people they are dedigned to benefit, yet
there are causes at work npon society in India, which will gradually open
the way for their mere cxtensive usefulness. Every good mau is under
obligation to give a friendly lift to these vadertakings that the burden ot
their support may not fall too heavily on thuse charitable institutions, by
whose patronage they have been originuted. .

‘I'he **Dnyanodaya’® for February, containg an interesting notice of the
conversion to Christianity of two young Brahwins, who persevered in spite
of the remonstrances und persuasions of their parents, tu muintaia their
fuith in Christ.

SCINDE.

Consequent on the recent victory of Sir Charles Napier over the Amecre
of Hyderabud—it is announced by Governmeat, that Scinde is henceforth
to be a province of the British empire.—Sir Charles Napier is appointed
Governor. Slavery is at once abolished; also ull transit duties; and the
navigation of the Indus is declared to be free to all nations.

It i3 suid that the Treasure found in Hyderabad is upwards of £1,000,000,
and that is to be appropriated as prize moaey to the victorious army.
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NOTICES.

Notice is hereby given that the Arrack and Toddy rent
of Jaflna and Vanny Division of the Province for the year
commencing from the st July 1843 and ending with 30th
June 1844 will be exposed for sale at the Jaffna Cutchery
on Wednesday the 5th April next.

The Arrack and Toddy rent of Manaar and Nowera
Calave Division of the Province will be exposed to sale at
the Manaar Cutchery on Tucsday the 25th day of the same
month.

It is to be clearly understood that the renter is to sup-
ply himself with the Arrack.

Jaffna Cutchery, March 27, 1843.

No7I1cE is hereby given that the following Delft
horses will be sold by auction at the Jaffna Espla-
nade on Satutday the 15th instant at S o’clock
A. M.

2 horses aged 5.

7 3 13 6

.2 mares ¢ 6.

1 do “ 5.

The terms of sale will be made known on the
spot, previous to the commencement of the sale.
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with certainty.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Mr. WiLLram DeRooy most respectfully begs to inform the Ladies
and Gentlemen of this place and the public that he has this day commenc-
ed business as a Merchunt and Shop-keeper, and that he will expose for
sale on Monday the 3d. April next, between 11 and 12 o’clock in the
morning, at his house situated in the 1s¢ Division Cross Street, Pettah
following goods from the latest arrival, Viz .

Palmercen dresses, Flowered Muslin, Cambric. Muslin Srallopping, Flow.
ered Net, Cambric handkerchiefs, Prints and Gingham, Muslin de Lane
Dresses, Ladices’ silk Stockings and Gloves, Silk handkerchiefs, Coloured
Sattin Ribbon (narrow,) Black shoe Ribbon and Galloon, Bonnet Ribboo,
Black silk Velvet, do waist Bands, Broad and narrow Lace, Quilling, Col-
oured Braiding and Bobbin, Willow Squares, Spring Garters, Bonnct wire,
Lapets, Muslin Shawls, Cuffs, Collars, Tippets, Gauze veils, do Scarffs, do
Shawls, Baby’s Lace Cups, Fancy and Straw Bonnets, Cloth and Horse
Hair Caps, Cap Picks, Men’s and Boy’s Straw hats, Youth and Men's
beaver hats.

Superfine Black and Dlue cloth, Waist Coatings, White Moul Skin,
Blue, Black, Puse, and Crape Lasting, Brown and Black Holland. Black
Cotton Velvet, Black Cambric, White Sattin Jean, Long cloths, Welch
Flannels. Military Stocks, Silk Purses, Courh Chintz, W hale bone Busks,
Ready made coloured Shirts, Shooting Coats, Silk and Cotton Umbreilas,

Patey’sand Cos. Best Lavander water, Spirit De Rose, Essence De Rose,
Pomatam, Rowland’s Kallador, Essence of Tyr, Alsanoe Extracts, Essence
of Ginger, do Peppermint, Creamn of Tartar, Essence of Marcellx, Smeliing

" Salts, Boxes of Odontoo dentifrice, Brown Windsor Soap, Hair Powder

and Powder Puffs, Best Eau de Cologne, Tootk, Nail, Coat, Shaving and
hat Brushes, Tvory tooth Combs,

Gilted Buckles, Bracelets, Bangles, Earrings, Bracelet Snaps, Broaches,
Gilt and Diamond Siudds, Chains, Gilt Buttous, Snaps, Gilt Beads, Hait
Pins, Silver Thimbles and Needles.

Albums’ Bibles, Jolinson’s Dictionary, Euclids, Teacher’s Questions, Pe-
etical Chronology, Natural History with plates, Port folio, Drawing paper,
Waifers, Pen holders, Steel Pens, Drawing Pencils, Indian Rubber, Seal-
i-‘lg wax, Glazed Crayons, Spectacles, Eye glasses, Complete colour Boxes,
Maps,

Scissors, Penknives, Pocket and Shoe knives, Ivory handle Balancing
Kuives and Forks in sevs, Spurs, Prass Pudlocks, do Cocks, Cerk Screws,
Dog chains, Files, Suufl Boxes, Powder Flasks, and Shot Belts, Gun Caps,
Gluss Gun powder, Shot, Brass Cannons. .

Tumblers, Decanters, Custard, Jelly, Wine and Liquor glasses.

Dressed and undressed Dolls, some with moving eyes, and Toys, &e. *

Indian Rubber, oil blucking o cakes, do in stone Jars, do in ‘Cin boxes.

German silver, Table, Dessert and Tea spoons, and Forks, do ladle, do
Watch Guards, Metal Inkstands, do Table, Dessert and Yea spoons, Cruet
Stands, Table shades, Coftee, Tea, and Mustard pots and Milk Jugs.

Carrents, Jams, and Jellies Mustard, Sallad oil, White wine vinegar, Cho-
colate, Loaf cheese, Crushed loaf sugar, White soft do, Black and greeu
Tea. .

Superior Sherry, Sherry Ratefia, Brandy, Port wine, do in Pints, Coun-
try Bottled Beer and Porter, Madeira and Cider, Holland Gin and a varie-
ty of other Articles.

N.B. Mr. WiLL1ax DE Rooy in thus announcing of his having established
himself in business begs at the same time to solicit the support and patron-
age of the public in this his new undertaking, and it would be necessary
perbaps for him to assure them that he will aiways be ready and willing 10
attend to all the orders and requisitions of any of his customers at out-statioss
whe may require any goods, &c. Jaffna, 29th March 1843.

Printed and Pablished at the American Mission Press, Joffna, by Eastman Strong Mior.




