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ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD’S BOOK OF NATURE.

CHAP. viii.] Voice and Language; Vocal im- [PART II.

itation and Ventriloquism. -

The mocking bird has the most extraordinary musical

talent of any of the bird kind. Its own natural song is

charming, and besides this, it can imitate the note of every

other kind of bird, and even the domestic fowls. He is a

lively creature and seems to enjoy the sport of quizzing the

other birds. He will call the little birds around him by

imitating their notes, and them frighten then half to death

by screaming like a hawk or eagle.

9. The mocking bird has its scientific name, polyglottis

from its very peculiar power of moving the larynx, and

thus imitating any note or sound it chooses. There hate

been instances of this wonderful power among men. A

| few persons have, by long practice, been able to imilate
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the notes of birds, and the different voices of people with

whom they were acquainted.

10. The imitation of the human voice in a particular

manner is called ventriloquism; an art that has caused

much astonishment in the world. The ventriloquist has

the power of modifying his voice in such a manner as to

imitate the tones of different persons conversing at a con

siderable distance from each other. What seems stranger

still, the expert ventriloquist does not open his mouth, nor

use his tongue when speaking; the tones are formed in the

larynx, and emitted through the nose; the performer look

ing all the while as mute as a fish. (To be continued.)

[Translation of the foregoing.]
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MR. Poor’s LETTER TO HIS LATE PUPILS No. VI.

- My YouNg FRIENDs,

In giving a sketch of the origin of the “American Board of Commission

ers for foreign Missions,” I cannot do justice to the subject without ap
pending a few notices of the late Samuel J. Mills, to whose extraordina

autº

ary exertions, more than to those of any other individual, the Board owes

its existence. Wherever the Missions of the Board are established, in all

the earth, there is it meet to be told what this man hath done, as a memo

rial of him.

Samuel J. Mills, the son of a country clergyman, in the state of Connecti

cut, was born the 21st of April 1783. At the age of eighteen, he left his

father's house for a neighboring town, to take charge of a farm that had

been bequeathed to him by his maternal grandmother. The year following,

after a severe and long protracted mental struggle on the subject of personal

religion, he became, in the judgment of charity, the subject of that radical

change of moral character which the word of God declares to be essential

to salvation. From this memorable period in his history, his mind was

touched with deep compassion for the spiritual miseries of those who had

never heard the glad tidings of salvation, and who were necessarily exclud.

ed from those substantial joys of faith and hope which he himself had be

gun to know by his own experience. The following observation, which

may be regarded as an index to his subsequent life, contains the first dis

closure of his thoughts and feelings on the subject of Missions. In conver

sation with his father, “I cannot,” said he, “conceive of a course of life in

which to pass the rest of my days, that would prove so pleasant, as to go

and communicate the Gospel salvation to the poor heathen.” In accordan e

with the sentiment here expressed, he came gradually to the determination

to transfer his secular concerns to other hands, and to make arrangements

for acquiring a collegrite education, with a view to the Gospel ministry.

In the autumn of 1806 he became a member of William's College, being

then in the 24th year of his age. His standing, as a scholar, while at col

lege, was respectable; but the point in which he far excelled his fellows

was, in rendering his scientific course of study subordinate to the higher

claims of personal piety, and active usefulness in the sphere in which he

moved. “While he was a member of College,” says his biographer, “there

was a revival of religion in that institution, of which he was the chief in

strument. There are not a few of his fellow students, now in the ministry,

who owe their hopes of heaven and their usefulness on earth, to his instru

mentality.” But whatever of present duty engaged his attention, he never

for a moment lost sight of the favorite object, for which he had left his farm

and entered upon a collegiate course of study. His manner of wooing the

attention of his fellow students to the subject of Missions, and of awakening

in their minds an interest of personal responsibility, was altogether peculiar,

and peculiarly successful. The flame that had been kindled in his own

breast, he fed and guarded with a trembling solicitude, lest by any premature

exposure of it, he inight in any wise thwart his own matured purposes of

devoting his life to mission labors in a foreign land. It was therefore an

important object with him to find some individuals of a kindred spirit, to

whom he night safely confide the secrets of his heart, and who might ere

long become his companions in mission labors. Believing that he had suc

ceeded in finding two or three individuals of this character, he proposed

that they unite with him in the observance of a day of fasting and prayer,

in reference to their future course in life, and that God would qualify them

for the work to which he, by his spirit and providence, might call them. At

the close of this day, and in a hallowed retreat at a distance from the col

lege, he made to them a disclosure of his whole heart on the subject of Mis

sions; and more especially the consecration he had made of himself to spend

his days among the heathen, iſ God would grant him the privilege. What

must have been his surprise and joy, on finding that the persons to whom he

had made this disclosure were cherishing purposes of a similar nature, which

they had never made known even to their dearest friends. From that hour

a secret league was formed by this little company, for the purposes of mu

tual support, and for devising ways and means for carrying forward the ob

ject on which they had resolved by mutual pledges before the Lord. This

league, the existence of which was for many years unknown to all, but to

those immediately concerned, was to a great extent the main spring of a train

of energetic, though very quiet measures that ensued.” In the latter part of

1809, Mr. Mills entered the Theological Seminary at Andover. “Here he

ſound several of his former companions who had dedicated themselves to

the cause of Missions, while together at William’s College; and the frater

nity in all its concealed energies renewed its operations here.” The prin

cipal motive for continued concealment, was an apprehension that the kind

ling flame for foreign missions might be entirely quenched by the rude blasts

of opposition that were anticipated on the first discussion of the subject in

public, and subsequent events showed that these anticipations were not with

out ſoundation. At Andover Mr. Mills became acquainted and associated

with Mr. Judson and with several other individuals of a kindred spirit from

different parts of the country, whose hearts the Lord had previously stirred

up to investigate the subject of Foreign Missions with reference to a person

aſ enlistment. “Almost with his earliest acts of faith in the Lord Jesus,” in

1808 “Mr. Judson was inspired with the desire to communicate the know.

ledge of salvation through his blood to those who sit in darkness and the

shadow of death.” -
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From the foregoing remarks it will be seen that at the Theological Sem

inary at Andover, then but recently established, there was a concurrence

of circumstances, which naturally gave rise to the proceedings narrated in

my two preceding letters, proceedings which resulted in the establish

nent of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

Tillipally, ; Your's truly,

.May 4th 1843. D. Poort.

wº
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To the Editors of the Morning Star.

Batticaloe, 24th December 1842.

A few months ago about 30 Roman Catholics, besides children here at

Batticaloe renounced Popery and embraced the faith of Protestantism. The

Roman Catholic Priests at Colombo hearing of this sent here one of their

Priests about two months ago. Now from the domineering of this Priest

we the new converts and other Protestants of this place suffer much per

secution, which persecution arises from his strictly enjoining upon his peo

ple not to speak to those that have already abandoned Popery and embraced

true Christianity, nor to have any connection with them either by giving or

receiving of them; by buying or selling, by attending their funerals or wed

dings; or by inviting them to theirs and threatening severe punishments in

case they disobey his orders. Besides, when the Catholics see us on the

public roads and streets they abuse us in a most disgraceful manner, and

degrade us by using many opprobrious epithets, and at nights they dis

turb us by throwing stones at our houses, and shooting at them. These

are the benefits that result to us from the Priest’s coming to the place.

will you therefore, Mr. Editor, through the medium of your valuable

Periodical inform us how this evil can be remedied. Your's

.4 number of persecuted Protestants who have renounced Popery.

Remarks.-Iſ the parties complained of offer personal violence to the

complainants they are amenable to the civil courts, and on conviction there.

of, would no doubt be suitably punished. If the grievances are of a nature

that the Court cannot recognize, we know no better remedy for the evil

than patience and meekness. This is in accordance with the precepts of

our divine master, Matth. v. 10, 11, 12, who there promises a blessing to

those who suffer for righteousness' sake. See also 1st. Peter ii. 20, 21; iv.

12–16, 19.
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MEssRs. EDITors,

If Mr. DEwAstudin ADEN’s student will carefully search in Pinnock's

Murray he will find the following, which, if I mistake not, will answer all

his queries, viz.

The neuter pronoun it is sometimes employed to express the subject of

any discourse or inquiry: as, “It happened on a suinner's day;” “Who is

it that calls on me?” See under Rule V.

Respectfully yours,

JMadura, 22d April 1843. GAA = ** 4.

To the Editor of the Morning Star.

S1R,

When I left Jaffna many of my friends requested me to communicate to their

the state of the climate, &c. of Manaar, and as it is advisable that I send the ſet

ters directly to you for publication in your valuable and extensively circulated

Periodical it will thereby reach their bands and I would fain hope that it will also

be interesting to the other subscribers of the Star

The climate of Manaar is very unhealthy, especially at this season, and acts in

juriously on the constitutions of both Europeans and Natives. The soil is sandy

and steril. Good drinkable water can be procured with difficulty as it is brought

º: town for sale from a distant place and yet the water is not so good as in

ila.

Provisions are dear and scarce; as may be imagined, fish can be got in abun

dance; fowls rarely. The people entirely depend upon Jaffna and other countries

for cloth, rice, loaves, plantains, oranges, beetle, arekanut, and other supplies.

The common disease prevalent in this place is fever. During the late epidemic

the disease was found in every house; and in some cases the members of a family

were seized with it one after another till the whole were swept away. The mortally

from the 1st of January to 31st of March 1843 in the eastern Division only, waſ

350, as I have collected from authentic sources. The people speak as much of

the mortality in the western Division.

Manaar is divided into eastern and western divisions. The inhabitan's are nost

ly Roman Catholics and Mahommedans. Few Protestants and heathens are sº at

tered here and there. A Catechist, a native youth of this place, is stationed here

who holds service on Sundays in the Court House, where I had once the pleasure

of attending. The service consisted in reading a portion from the Commen

Prayer and 2 Chapters out of the Bible. The congregation were composed

of5 members including myselfand the Catechist. On inquiry among the European

descendants and natives they have manifested a wish to have a missionary among

them; and when I consider that this place is not so insignificant as is thought by

many and that several families who profess Protestantism reside here, I am as:

tonished that this station is not thought important enough for the residence of a

missionary. The people are happy to receive tracts and portions of the Scriptures.

The Government school was opened at this place on the first of April. A few of

the boys who had expected to attend the School died of fever within the last three

months. The average attendance of the boys is 23, of whom five or six can read t

little and the rest are mere beginners. The school at present meets in a room at

the Cutchery but soon will be removed to a more spacious Bungalow which is now

undergoing active repairs for the purpose, when a larger attendance is expected.

By giving a timely insertion of this letter in your popular Journal, you will great

ly oblige Your most obedient and bumble servant.

•Manaar, 20th April, 1843. W. LADD
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Rules for The CoNDuct of A CHRISTIAN Life.

Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion" by Robert Nelson, Esq.

Self—Examination.—Never go to bed before you have called your

self to an account for all the actions of the past day; nothing will contribute

to your spiritual advancement more, than this method, seriously and impar

tially performed. The seeds of vice will hereby be hindered from taking

deep root in your heart and evil habits will nevet be able to prevail

upon you. Recollect as much as you can of the thoughts, words, and actions

of the day past, and inquire whether you have not had vain, unclean, or

revengeful thoughts? Whether you have resisted them or have voluntari

ly indulged them, and consented to them?

Asto your words: whether you havebeen guilty of evil speaking, or have

indulged in passionate and angry expressions; or, by falsehood, have imposed

upon others, or have uttered any profane, immodest, or provoking speeches?

As to your actions: whether you offered your first thoughts to God when

you awaked? whether you rightly performed the duties of closet meditation

and family prayer? Whether you have been diligent and honest in your

business? Whether you have sought to please God in your ordinary actions?

Whether, during your business, you offered short aspirations for his bless

ing? Whether you have said grace at your meals? and whether modesty

and temperance have always accompanied them? Whether, in conversing,

you have avoided vanity, detraction, and pride? And whether you have

taken care to govern your passions,and to make your discourse useful and pro

fitable? Whether your diversions have been moderate and innocent? If you

have received any particular mercies, whether you have been thankful: If

you have had leisure, how you have employed your time? Whether in do

ing good to others, or improving yourself, by reading practical books on

religion? Now thus by recollecting the whole time, and the manner of

spending it from our rising till our going to bed, to which purpose, a very

few minutes before our evening devotions will suffice, we shall very casily

be enabled to answer the preceding questions; so that we may heartily beg

God’s pardon for those sins we have been guilty of, take firm resolutions

of avoiding them for the time to come and show ourselves thankful for those

blessings he has bestowed upon us.
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Scriptural Proofs of the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity.

The Righteousness and Justice of God.

“All his ways are judgment: a God of truth, and without iniquity; just

and right is he.” Deuſ; xxxii. 4.

“Righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.” Ps

xcvii. 2.

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.” Ps.

cxlv. 17.

“I am the Lord, which exercise loving kindness, judgment and right

eousness in the earth.” Jer. ix. 24.

“All thy commandments are righteousness.” Ps. cxix. 172.

“Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne.” Ps. lxxxix.

14.

“He shall judge the world with righteousness and the people with his

truth.” Ps. xcvi. 13.
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PANCHA-TANTRA-KATEI.

The art of conquering an enemy by means of an affected friendship.

(Continued from page 72.]
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The benefit which a father should confer on his son is

to give him precedence in the assembly of the learned.

Drew]
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It is pleasant to all the powerful creatures of the great

earth that their children should possess more knowledge

than themselves. Drew.
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The mother who hears her son called “a wise man” will

rejoice more than she did at his birth. Drew.
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SUMMIARY OF NEWS.

JAFFNA.

Public Meeting.—We are informed that a meeting of respectable natives

was convened at the rest house in Wannarponne on Friday P. M. the 28th

ult. for the purpose of expressing their obligations and gratitude to the Gov

erument for its late appointment of Mr. Ambalavanan to the office of Dis.

trict Judge of the Islands, as mentioned in our last No. About 50 persons

were present. Mr. Supramaniar Aroonasalam, a priest of the Sivan temple,

was elected president, and Mr. Ambalavanan Saravanamootoo, Motary,

was requested to act as Secretary. The Secretary read an address which

had been prepared, expressive of their feelings, which was unanimously a

dopted by the meeting. It was then resolved, that after being circulated

anong the people for signatures, a copy should be transmitted to His Ex

cellency the Governor, and also to Her Majesty the Queen.

Siva School at Wannarponne.—A Correspondent inquires, what has

become of the school “for the defence and propagation of the Siva religion,”

mentioned by a correspondent in No. 20, Vol. II. of the Star, and also

what are the prospects of the Printing Press promised by the same Cor

respondent in No. 22, Vol. II?—Perhaps some one acquainted with the

facts can answer. -

Warning to the licentious —A rich and respectable native was late

ly sentenced to 2 months' imprisonment with hard labour, and bonds for

good behaviour for 10 inonths afterwards, for having insulted one of the

girls of the Varany Female Boarding School.

OWERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

Parliament—Sir Robert Peel has announced that no further change in

the existing Corn Law is contemplated at present.—The thanks of both

houses of parliament were unanimously voted to the Naval and Military

forces engaged in the recent operations in China.-Thanks were also voted

to the Governor General of India, and to the military forces engaged in the

late operations in Afghanistan.—Sir Robert Peel in reply to some remarks

inade by a member on the North western boundary of the United States,

said, the disposition of the American Government should not be inferred

from the speech or bill of a member of the Senate. Friendly communica

tions were now passing between the two governments on the subject.

The late gales.—in our paper of the 28d March, it was mentioned that

the British islands were visited on the 13th January by a dreadſul hurricane,

involving a great sacrifice of life and property.—From papers received by

the last inail, we learn, that the number of vessels lost during the hurricane

was about 180; the number of persons who perished with them 458. The

value of the vessels and cargoes have been roughly estimated at £585,000.

About 60 wrecks occurred on the three days following the 13th, involving

losses to the amount of £240,000 making a total loss of £825,000.

Trial of M”.Naghtan.—M'Naghtan, the assassinator of Mr. Drum

ampton by Steam for India this year, while during the same period of:

year the number did not exceed 127.

Education and Religion.—At the recent opening of the Collegiate In.

stitute in Liverpool, the right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, vice President of the

board of Trade, delivered the inaugural address. In the course of his

remarks he uttered the following valuable sentiments; which we taket

liberty to commend to the attention of the friends of education in this couſ.

try.

*H, firmly believed that religion should be included in the mate ºf

education, and not only that religion should be one item among many, one

head in the long catalogue of accomplishments, bnt that it should be the

ruling and pervading principle, the principle to which all others were to be

subordinate, and with respect to which, all the foundations of an institutº

were to be regulated, and all its ends directed and arranged. It was

great truth, that education to be valuable and to deserve the name, mis

be religious education, and to be religious must be founded on the definº

revelation of God. He believed that if they could erect a system whº

should present to mankind all branches of knowledge, save the one tº

was essential, they would only be building up a tower of Babel, which, whº

they had completed would be the more signal in its fall, and which wº

bury those who raised it in its ruins. He believed that if they could takes

human being in his youth, and make him an accomplished man in muſ.

| Philosophy, in Mathematics, or in the knowledge necessary for the proſe.

sion of a merchant, a lawyer, or physician,—that if with any or all the

endowments they could store his mind,-if they could endow him with tº

science and power of a Newton, and if they had concealed from him, a

rather if they had not given him a knowledge and love of the Christin

faith, he would go forth into the world, destitute of everything, that co

stituted the true and sovereign purpose of our existence.”

| Effect of Temperance in Ireland.—It is stated that three-fourthsºft

spirit retailers in Ireland have been ruined by the progress of temperatº

habits among the people.

Roman Catholics burning the Scriptures.—From American Paſº"

we learn, that at a recent meeting of the Roman Catholics in Champiº

| New York, efforts were made to collect all the Bitles that had been distrilº"

ed among the Catholics in that region. Some persons refused to gº

them up, but about 200 were collected, thrown into a fire, and burned tº

ashes.

Greece.--The long expected bankruptcy of the Greek Government has

been officially announced. The estiniated deficiency for 1848 is 43%

687 drachms. -

Turkey—the differences between Austria and the Porte are in prºte

of adjustment by the mediation of the British ambassador.

Egypt.—The mortality amongst oxen throughout Egypt, still preval's

To the Editor of the “Star.”

SIR, - - -- ad

what Tamil Classics are suitable to be read in Christian Schººl, a

Seminaries? Yours obediently, John Whirº

.Answer.—We have never heard of a Tamil Classic that wasfree from falsº

and impure sentiments. We are not enough acquainted with their cº

parative merits to be able to say which are least dangerous to students.

FOR SALE AT

MR. WILLIAM DE ROOY'S

SUPERIOR MANILLA CIGARS

IN BOXES,

Jaffna 28th April 1843.
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