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ABBOTT's LESSONS ON MORALS.

(Adapted to Hindu Readers.)

Lesson III.—HoNESTY.

It is not right for us to attempt to gain the property of
others, without their consent, or to obtain for ourselves any

advantage from them, whatever, by means of deception or

concealment, or any false contrivance of any kind. He

who does not do this, nor attempt to do it, nor even desire

to do it, is honest. He who does it, or, attempts tº do it,

or even desires to do it, is dishonest, and is guilty of great

wrong,
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[ Christianity allows no lower standard. Its aim and tendency is to bring

every man to walk by this rule of honesty. Whatever a man may do, contrary

to this, is a violation of the command—“Thou shalt not covet.” How

greatly would the peace and happiness of the Hindus be increased, if only

a majority of them were governed by such principles—Ed. M. Star.]

The grossest act of dishonesty is stealing—a sin which

is severely condemned and punished by both God and

man. Many in the great cities and a small number scat

tered over the country are constantly watching for oppor:

tunities to steal. They are thieves. They are feared and

abhorred by all. When one of them commits a crime, the

whole community take an interest in detecting him; and he

is hunted from haunt to haunt by the officers of justice, till

he is taken and sent to prison.” He spends his life in pri

son and in scenes of vice, of quarrelling, and of misery,

the common enemy of mankind.

The next class of dishonest acts are frauds. Defraud

ing is cheating... There are a great many who will not

steal, being afraid of the prison; and yet they will be guilty

of dishonesty by defrauding those who do business with

them. Though these men may be very secret and careful

in their frauds, yet their characters gradually become

known; they are suspected and shunned by others, and

they never can enjoy, with a quiet mind, their ill-gotten

gains. Whatever comes by dishonesty brings a sting with

it, which destroys all the enjoyment of the possession. It

is far better to be perfectly and inflexibly honest, and then

our consciences will be at rest; we can meet every one

without misgiving or fear, and whatever we have in our

possession we can enjoy—feeling that it is entirely our
OWn. (To be continued.)

QuEstrons on LEssoN II?.

What is the grossest act of dishonesty?

How are thieves universally regarded among men?

What is the second class of dishonest acts called?

* Our readers will readily perceive that this sentence does not apply in

this country. We believe that the great majority of the native community

would sooner receive a bribe for aiding to conceal a robber than engage

in any efforts for his detection. If we mistake not, their sympathies are

almost always enlisted in behalf of offenders against justice, however guilty

they may have been. And as for the officers of justice, we mean the police

vidahns, if common report is to be believed, they will aid in detecting

rogues just as far as it appears ſer their interest to do so and no further.

Their assistance is of very little value for this purpose. We are inclined

to think that their inſluence, as a general thing, is opposed to the interests

of justice. Hence it is owing chiefly to the vigilence of the district judges,

and their immediate agents, when rogues are caught. This state of things
reveals one feature of the wretched influence of heathenism on the morals

of a people.—“None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth.” Isa. lix,

4.— Ed. M. Star.
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Principles of English Grammar.

Bx WiLL1AM Lennie.

Of Gender.

Gender is the distinction of ser,

There are three genders; the Masculine,
- - Feminine, and Neuter.The masculine denotes the male sex; as, - w

A man, a boy.
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The feminine denotes the female sex; as, A woman, a girl.

The Neuter denotes whatever is without animal life; as, Milk.

There are three ways of distinguishing the ser,

1. By different words; as,

Aſale Female JMale Female JMale Female

Bachelor Maid, spins º P. Milter Spawner

ter ºur Xountess -

Beau Belle Father Mother Nº. §:
Boar Sow Friar Nun - & e

Boy Girl Gander Goose Singer Songstress

Hrother Sister Hart Roe or singer

Buck Doe Horse Mare Sloven Sºut

Bull Cow Husband Wife Son Daughter

Ballock, ox Heifer King Queen Stag Hind

or steer Lad Lass l Aunt
Cock Hen Lord Lady une e --

Colt Filly Man W.an | Wizard Witch
Dog Bitch Master Mistress Sir Madam

OBSERVATIONS.

Some nouns are either masculine or feminine; such as, parent, child,

cousin, infant, servant, neighbour, &c.
some nouns, naturally neuter, are converted into the masculine, or

feminine gender; as, when we say of the sun, He is setting; and of the

moon, She is eclipsed.
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(Translation of the foregoing.)

To the Editors of the “JMorning Star.”

It seems that the reason you publish our Koran through the pages of the

Star is, that “it will awaken an interest among yeur Mohammedan friends

and lead them to give circulation to the paper among their own community;”

but there is no reason whatever to suppose that the publication of the Ko

ran will lead many of our community to become subscribers to your paper.

In spite of your opinion, they will withdraw their support. , You do not

publish in your paper, the complete doctrines of Sivaism, Catholicism, and

Protestantism; but you give some occasional articles respecting the nature

and character of these religions, and by publishing our religion through the

channel of your paper, you show your ignorance and partiality. Why do

you publish our Koran? Is it because the Moslems have no other moral

writings than the Koran? Why do you wish to publish a religion pro

ſessed by a certain class of persons through your Star? Besides, as we

do not believe the Koran, translated by our Moslems, how can we believe

the Koran translated by George Sale, Esq: That is not our Koran, but

that of Mr Sale. You say that the Moslems in Ceylon are not able to un

derstand the Koran, and if you publish it in the Star, the Moslems will like

to read it. It is not so: though the Koran published in the Star is a Koran

descended from heaven to the Editors of the Star, the Moslems will reject

it. Truly, there is no reason whatever to believe that the Koran translat

ed by Mr. Sale is the true one. As you entice the poor Sivas through your

crafty and deceitful words, so you try to entice us also, through your blind

doctrines and ways. This is as if a man should presume to blunt the dia

mond with a worthless piece of glass. You labour for your livelihood.

Learned men are not given to chattering as you are. If you publish the

religious of others through jº. Star, then it is proper for you to publish

ours also; or else you should stop publishing our religion. And if you per

sist contrary, to our views and our laws to publish our religion (as the Star

is issued under your auspices) then what shall we do? Please publish this

in a corner of your next No. Your Obdt. Servi.

Galle Fort, 17th Feb. 1843. W. M. PAcKERA MALIM1A.

a
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On the foregoing communication, we wish to offer a few remarks for the

consideration of our readers.

If the Moslams do not read the extracts from the Koran which are giv

en in our paper, other readers of the Star will be interested and instructed

by reading them, and notwithstanding what our correspondent says to the

contrary, we hope that many Moslems also will read them.

The proper way for our correspondent to prove that Mr. Sale's transla

tion is not correct, is, by giving the true translation himself, and pointing

out the discrepancies between Mr. Sale's translation and the true one. As

our object is not to propagate error, even in relation to those systems of

religion which we consider to be false, we hope our correspondent will

kindly point out the errors of the translation given in the Star, and furnish

our readers with a true and well authenticated version. |

The Bible, which is the standard of doctrine and practice amongst Chris

tians, is already published in Tamil, and may be obtained of almost any ||

missionary, there is therefore no necessity for publishing in the Star, what

is already so extensively made known. The Catholics pretend that the coin

mon version of the Bible is not correct, but they do not make any efforts

to give the people what they esteem the true version. The Sivas do not

publish their sacred books—the Mohammedans do not publish the Koran

and neither the Catholics—Sivas—nor Moslems—wish to have made known

extensively the books from which they derive their doctrines.

The conduct of Protestants, in this particular, is totally different from

that of Catholics, Sivas, and Moslems. The Protestant freely distributes the

Bible, because he believes it is from God, and the knowledge of its truths |

is essential for man's salvation; and whatever treatment it may meet with,

the final destiny of all men will clearly display its divine origin and au

thority. Thousands and thousands of pounds are expended by Protestants

every year, for printing and distributing the Bible in different languages

amongst men. Thus the opportunity of learning and duly considering the

character and claims of the Holy Scriptures, from which Christianity is de

rived, are afforded to all men.

we ask our readers to account for this difference between Protestants,

and the Catholics, Sivas, and Mohammedans. Since there are many religions

in the world, all claiming to be true; and since, if either one is true, the

others must be essentially false, it is an object of the highest importance to

every man, to learn which is the true religion; for this knowledge is as es

sential to man's happiness in the next world, as air and water are to his
happiness in this. We cannot obtain this knowledge, if the books from which

the different religions are derived, are forbidden to be generally circulated.

It is not a satisfactory reason for such a prohibition to urge that only the wise

and learned can understand them. Has not God endowed all men with un

derstandings that they may consider,and choose what is good, and reject what

is evil? Why then is this desire on the part of Catholics, Sivas, and Mos

lems, to keep their sacred books in the hands of a few priests or religious

teachers? Why are the common people forbidden to receive religious in

struction except from them? And why are they taught to regard the inter

pretations of their religious teachers as of divine authority? Are such pre

cautions necessary for the protection of the true religion? Is that which

is true too obscure to bear examination? Is it too weak to stand without

such defences? Is it too good, to be given freely to men? Let our readers

duly consider the bearing of these questions on the claims of these several

religions. It appears to us that a religion resting on the self-interest of the

priesthood would require such regulations for its support; but one designed

for the good of all men, and having God for its author would not.

It is not decorous for our correspondent to say that the former re

marks in the Star are idle and vain. Does he not know that it is char

acteristic of the foolish to esteem the words of the wise vain? Is he un

willing to have the readers of the Star decide on the value of his communi

cations, and our remarks?—if he can fairly show a want of truth or pro

priety in what we have formerly said, we shall be glad to have him do so.

He should not think, however, to satisfy our readers with his mere opinion

on the subject.

& ſºciogluogºth.—CHRISTIAN.

Rules for The CoNDuct of A CHR1stIAN Life.

Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion" by Robert Nelson, Esq.

Evening Prayer—Be sure never to lie down at night till

you have reconciled yourself to God by hearty repentance,

and expressed your sorrow if you have offended him; tıll you

have implored the continuance of his grace, and have recom

mended yourself to his divine protection. This is your best

security against the perils and dangers of the night, and who

can tell, whether you shall awake again in this world! The

same reasons that prevail upon you to call your family to

gether to worship God in the morning are equally as strong

for performing it in the evening; nay, the conveniency

of doing it seems to be greater; for then the family is not so

much dispersed, and they cannot pretend at that time any

business for their not attending.
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Scriptural Proofs of the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity.

God’s Truth.

“A God of truth and withoutiniquity, just and right is he.” Deut. xxxii.4.

“All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, to such as keep his cov

enant and his testimonies.” Ps. xxv. 10.

“The Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and his truth endureth to

all generations.” Ps. c 5.

"He keepeth truth for ever.” Ps. cxlvi. 6.

“The word of the Lord is right; and all his works are done in truth.”

Ps. xxxiii. 4.

“All his works are truth, and his ways judgment " Dan. iv. 37.

“Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness and thy law is the

truth.” Ps. cxix. 142.

“Thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.” Isa xxv. 1.

“Just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.” Rev. xv. 3.

“God is not a man that he should lie.” Numb. xxiii. 19.

“The strength of Israel will not lie.” 1 Sam. Kv. 29.

“God cannot lie.” Tit. l. 2.
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VIEW OF THE HEAVENS.–No. 3.

On the 1st day of June 7 o'clock, P. M. beginning near the northwestern

horizon and proceeding eastward, may be seen the six Constellations, Gem

ini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, and Scorpio. In the eastern point of Gem

ini, about 18 degrees S. West of Castor and Pollux, may be seen the planet

Mercury. This planet will be at its greatest elongation, orgreatest distance

from the Sun, on the 24th of May; and be stationary on the 6th of June.

It will then gradually retrograde, i.e. apparently move westward, till it is

lost in the Sun's rays. This planet is the more worthy of notice, as it was,

till within a few years, the opinion of the best informed Hindu Astronomers

in this part of the country, that. is invisible in the present Yuga, or

age, and that when it becomes visible the world will be destroyed!

intend therefore to take special notice of the movement and periodical ap

pearance of this planet through the year:

At 5 o'clock on the morning of the 2d of June, beginning at the western

horizon, may be seen the five southern Constellations Scorpio, Sagittarius,

Capricornus, Aquarius, Pisces, and Aries.

At this time Mars may be seen in Scorpio, about 18 degrees east by

north of Antares,—which it resembles in its fiery appearance. Mars is in

his retrograde course, and as he is nearly in opposition to the Suu, he ap

pears in his greatest magnitude and brilliancy.

Saturn is in the eastern point of Sagittarius in his retrograde course.

Jupiter is in his retrograde course in Aquarius about 18 degrees south of

the principal star in that Constellation. It will be stationary on the 17th
of June. -

Venus is in her direct course in Aries, near the eastern horizon, about 10

degrees south-east of Arietes, the principal star in that Constellation.

On the 27th of June at midnight there will be an annular Eclipse of the

we

Sun. This Eclipse will be visible at midday to our Antoeci and at our Antip

edes. In proof of this, the render may be referred to the published notice

of Eclipses, found in any American Almanac for the current year. This

must be a profitable theme for reflection to those intelligent Hindus who

believe that the earth is flat and that the Sun hides behind Mount Meru,

when he leaves our horizon. Some further remarks on this subject may be

seen in the Hindu Calendar, now on sale.

We hope it is not ominous of evil that so many of the planets are either

retrograde, or stationary or in opposition—that Saturn is in Sagittari

als—that Mars is putting forth his prettiest, while hastening to be in con

junction with the heart of the Scorpion, and that the Sun, is shrouding his

glories at midday, over the world of republics!
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(So to act) that it may be said “by what great penance

did his fathér obtain him,” is the benefit which a son

should render to his father. Drew.

When men shall say “By what inflictions hard

In penance borne, gained he his child?” The word

Requiteth all a father's pains. Ellis,

coalism & Lomash.
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Jwative Credulity—Under this head, we published in No. 8, page 99 of the Star

an account of a supposed miraculous shaking of a heathen temple in this neigh

bourhood, which was found on examination to be the effect of the wind on a pun

thall built over the cupola of the temple.

it has been asserted since that no person would believe such a report and there.

fore it should not have been published as an instance of JNative Credulity. Those

who make this assertion evidently feel somewhat ashamed that the weakness and

ignorance of the native mind should have been so palpably exposed. It is true

that those who visited the temple after the supposed iniracle had been satisfacto

rily accounted for, took great credit to themselves for not having been so foolish

as others who had been there before and had reported their belief of its truth; and

they were ready to assert that it was too foulish a thing tor any body to believe.

we still maintain however that this case is a fair specimen of native credulity,

affording lamentable evidence of the facility with which the Hindus will swallow

the grossest absurdities, especially when they are connected with the support of

their religious views. ... In this connection nothing is too astounding for their be

lieſ—the iuore marvellous and ridiculous the thing asserted is, the more suitable
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it is to their ideas of propriety. This is not surprising when it is considered the

the fabulous stories related in their sacred books, have been taught them as a par

of the truths of their religion and have been implicitly believed. And it may trul:

be said—that a person who can believe those stories will believe any thing, i.
confirmation of the truth of these remarks, we give two instances that have

occurred under our. observation. At the time the story of Guru, Azodi, º,

being published in Vol. I, of the “Morning Star," an intelligent and respectatºe

native inquired-why, such, stories were published in the star, for 'b i.

not think that the people conla believe them? “Indeed! what is there in these stº

ries that the people cannot believe?” “Why! who can believe that horses lay eggs’

Such a thing was never seen or heard of.” “Perhaps not; but do not the prº

believe stories as incredible as this! And if a man were to come to-day from the

**cred city Benares, and report to the people that he saw there sacred elephants

which laid eggs, that produced horses, and buffaloes, and peacocks, would nº

the people believe this report?” “If it were stated to have taken place at Benare,

and the man should persist in saying it was so, I think many would believe it."

“Then it is only necessary to suppose that the horses that lay eggs are at Benare,

and the people may believe that also.” “Perhaps they may.”

About one year ago, a paragraph appeared in the Indian rs, purporting tºhave been taken from an English papers, purporting

-> paper-stating that on such a day of such,

mºnth, the wife of Mr. — was delivered of a son and hare: The Editorº.

“Friend of the People" took this up as a true statement and gave it to his readers

in Tamil, and shortly after it was communicated by a Correspondent for insertiºn

in the Star, as being one of the most curious things he had ever heard of.

It is not our object in bringing out these instances of credulity before the put.

lic to raise a laugh at the expense of the Tamil people. it is to hold up before

our enlightened readers an affecting truth concerning their ignorant and benight.

ed countrymen—a truth which, a little while ago, if not now, would have applied tº

them equally, with others, the recollection of which ought to excite their ºn.

gratitude to those benefactors by whose kindness they have been enlightened and

their most benevolent efforts for liberating the minds of their countrymen from

such degrading thraldom.

We may in a future Number offer some remarks on the connection that elite

between such a state of mind and the false religion of this country. This with

other traits of Hindu character which we may hereafter notice, offer almost in.

*Perable obstacles to the intellectual and moral improvement of the people. Sº

long as they are the slaves of superstition and prejudice—solong as they yield ther

assent to the absurd stºries of the Puranas, and bow themselves soºi and .

to the dominion of a self-constituted priesthood, so long will they grope like blin.

men, and refuse to learn or receive the truth. That such is the case with the grea:

majority of the Hindus, no one will deny. Passion and superstition have usurped

the place of reason. Instead of being governed by a desire for what is exceller,

and useful, they seek the gratification of their appetites and passions, and wals

supinely in the vain customs of their ſore-fathers. Those who have been so is:

ºnlightened as tº be sensible of the truth of these statements ought to unit. ...
form plans, for their further personal improvement, and for the iinprovement aſ

their countrymen. We have been informed that it is in contemplation by someº

the educated native youth in Jaffnapatam to form such a union we shaft. gia:

to bear that it has been organized, and, if properly conducted, every encourage.

ment and assistance in our power shall be rendered to the undertaking. -
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To Correspondents.

Communications are received and under consideration from “R. P.

witore;” “JM. A. De Zylva;” “J. White;” “J. H. Fairchild;” “g

number of islanders;” “V. Chockalingam.”

Letters are received from Messrs. M. S. PooverAYERs1N GAM, Mup

and Don J. M. Patchuko, Adigar, which will meet with early atten

tion.
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SUMIMIARY OF NEWS.

JAFFNA.

Heavy Rain.—It commenced raining heavily here on Wednesday morn

ing the 17th, and continued with short intervals, for 5 days. The paddy fields

in this neighborhood are covered with water, which will, we suppose do coli

siderable injury to the various crops, raised at this season. We hear that

in consequence of the heavy rains the mails are much delayed. The

Overland was due, we suppose, by the 20th, but is not yet received.

CALCUT.TA.

The wife of a Koolin brahmin has petitioned a Court of law to constrain

The matter had been re

believe it is the practice of the Koolin brahmins to marry as many wives

as they please and desert them at their pleasure. A decision of the Court

requiring them to provide for the maintenance of their wives would be an

important check to this species of polygamy.

Death from Lightning.—As Mr. George Aubert was riding on horse

back from Nagdah Factory to the Ghaut opposite Chinsurah, a storm arose,

in the course of which, he was struck with lightning and both himself and
his horse killed.

JMeeting of Mutives.—A meeting was lately held in Calcutta at which

more than 500 natives were assembled—to express their thanks to Mr.

John Sullivan, late of the Madras Civil service, for his earnest endeavors

to improve the condition of the Hindus by removing the obstacles to their

eligibility to high offices under Government. Mr. Sullivan is well known

at Madras as a zealous supporter of every measure that in his opinion is

calculated to improve the moral and inental condition of the people, and he

has distinguished himself by similar exertions for their benefit since his re

turn to England. It will be a pleasure to him to find his labors are appreci

ated by at least a part of the native community. All that is wanting to

raise up many such friends to native improvement and promotion, is, for

the natives themselves to lay aside their prejudices, their self-sufficiency, and

their apathy, and engage in the work of self-improvement. When they

shall have formed for themselves truly able and trust worthy characters the

Government will not be backward to appoint them to any places of honor

and responsibility which they may be competent to fill.

SCHN DE.

Omercote and Meerpoore have both been taken possession of by Sir Charles'

Napier, without any resistance from the enemy. The imprisoned Ameers were

brought to Bombay by the Steamer Nimrod and landed on the 20th April. They

will reside at Maladar Hill for the present. It is said that of the 200 women

composing the senana or female establishment of the Ameers only 30 have chosen

to share the captivity of their lords:—the rest, having their option, preferred to re

main at liberty. Sir Charles Napier was at Hyderabad, busy in regulating the aſ

fairs of his Government. The search for valuable articles continued and with great

success. In one fire place in the women's apartments, gold and coins to the value

of 300,000 Rupees were dug out, and also a box of jewels, in which was found one

pair of ear-rings, estimated to be worth 6,000 Rupees

CHINA.

Intelligence has been received from China to the 9th of March. The im

perial Commissioner Elepoo died rather suddenly at the house of one of the

Hong merchants, at a very advanced age. In consequence of his demise,

commercial negociations will be suspended until another Commissionet

with equal powers has been appointed from Pekin. It is expected that ICey

ing, a near relative of the emperor, will be selected for that office.
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BURMAH.

Great Bell lately cast at Rangoon —By order of his Burmese Majes

ty an enormous bell has been cast, lately, at Rangoon, as an offering to the

great Shoey-de-gon pagoda. The work was commenced on Sunday, the

19th March, and occupied four days and five nights. 8,000 men were em

ployed at 500 forges or wind pumps. The weight of the metal was about

800 tons. The people contributed over and above what the king had pre:

pared 617 lbs silver, and 150ibs of gold. It was ordered that the bell should

rest in its mould ſor 40 days, during which period, neither the sound of can

non, musket, nor even that of a rice mortar, should be heard in Rangoon,

lest the concussion of the atmosphere should crack the mighty mass.

TURKEY.

Innovations on Turkish Customs.-Three remarkable innovations on

Turkish customs are stated to have lately occurred at Constantinople.

The first occured on the occasion of the procession of the Sultan in the

Courbun Beiram from the Seraglio to one of the principal mosques. That

ancient palace, more especially at the time of religious ceremonies, when

eccupied by the Sultan, is guarded with extreme jealousy by Musselmans,

the available troops of the eapital being gathered around it for its ostensible

protection, and at no former Beiram was any Frank ever known to have

entered within its walls. At the opening of the Beiram just concluded, and

when a vast population thronged the vicinity of the imperial entrance to wit

aess the procession of the Sultan at sun-rise, Sir S. and lady Canning, in

an English carriage, with postillions and outriders, drove up to the archway,

and, aſter a countersign had been exchanged, at once entered the palace

with every observance of military honours.

The second innovation took place in the imperial palace; the Sultan Wa

lede (Mother of the Sultan) having heard much of the Italian Opera, ex

pressed a desire to witness a representation. A small theatre was therefore

erected in the palace, and the director of the Pera Opera was ordered to

prepare Belisario, for the gratification of the imperial harem. This Opera

was selected from its connection with the ancient history of Constantinople.

The representation took place with the full dramatis personae and orches.

tra, in presence of the Sultana mother and all her ladies, together with

many others belonging to the harem; the whole, in consequence of the pre

sence of the male performers, were veiled. One lady was said to have been

so much moved at the fallen state of the blind hero, that she burst into tears,

and after exclaiming “Allah, Allah, who can refuse charity to such great

misfortunes?” threw her handkerchief, with some piastres at Belisario's feet.

The third was on the occasion of a juvenile Christmas party or fancy

ball given at the English palace by lady Canning, when invitations were

given not only to the Frank, Perate, and Armeman families, but to the as

tonishment of every body, to those of respectable Turks. This experiment

proved successful beyond all expectation. The little Pachas and Effendis,

Khanouns, Leilas, &c. conducted themselves with due decorum, and doubt.

less on their return to their respective harems were the innocent instru

ments of a propagandism, to which no body can reasonably object.
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