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ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD’S BOOK OF NATURE.
CuaAr. 1x.]  On MNatural and Artificial Language.  [ParT II.

(Continued from page 116.)

8. The natural language of the monkey kind, as we have before observ-
ed, is more confined than that of most quadrupeds; they never attempt to
articulate sounds; indeed they cannot do this, as the sack or bag at tlge upper
part of the larynx renders the animal incapable of modulating its voice, and
consequently, of articulation. Thus nature, by the ¢“thin partition’’ of a
mombrane, effectually declares that monkeys are not men;—though some
men are too much like monkeys,

9. Among the other tribes of animals, besides the three classes named,
we occasionally meet with proofs of an inferior kind of language; though it
cannot be called a language of the voice. The hawk-moth squeaks, when
hurt, nearly as loud as a mouse; and the bee and wasp express pain or anger
by a very different tone from the natural ham. It is evident the bees un-
derstand each other,—they have a language of tones and gestures.

10. Whether fishes possess any similar means of communicating their
faelings, we do mot know. A few of them sometimes utter tones of distress
when taken, and they all possess an organ of hearing, and they live in a
mediom, water, in which sound is easily produced and spread. From these
circumstances, itis r ble to lude that fishes have a language,
though so soft and silvery that man cannot catch ita flowing tones.

11, Many animals, which are really dumb, have the power of producing
sounds, by the use of some external organ. The grasshopper has a very
curious apparatus under the abdomen, consisting of little cells, and in them
a ecaly substance shaped like a triangle. The cells are supplied with air,
and, by means of muscles, the air is made to reverberate agaiast the triangle,
and this produces the notes of the rasshopper’s song.

12. In short, from the beasts o% the field to the grasshopper, from the
birds of the air to the bee, the attentive observer may find, in every tribe
that can walk or fly, a vast compass of natural language; and he can com-
prehend the meaning of a great variety of their tones. But how little we
understand, to what is understood by themselves! Each species is formed
with similar organs, in a thousand instances more acute than eur own, they
have similar wants, and similar pursuits, and where we must observe and
conjectare, and reason, they, taught by instinct, know the menning at once.

13. Who has not wished he could understand the language of birde?
Some very ingenious fables have been written on this subject. One in par-
ticular is worth preserving here. The sultan Mabmoud bad, for his grand
vizier, 8 man who pretended to understand the language of birds. This
sultan was very ambitious, and had made wars on the veighboring nations,
had often been beaten, and indeed had nearly ruined his own country, by
his bloody battles and cruel exactions.

14. One day, Mahmoud was travelling through a desolate part of his
empire, attenderl, as nsual, by his grand vizier, éefore them, on the walls
of a ruined castle, appeared two owls. *‘Go,"’ said the sultan to his vizier,
“‘g0, listen to what those owls are saying, and come, and tell me.’”” 'The
vizier went and listened, but when he returned, was very unwillins to tell
what the owls had said. However, as the sultan insisted on knowing, the
vizier at last replied, *‘T'hose two old owls were settling the marriage of
}h@lt children; one owl has a son, the other a daughter, and they were re-
Joicing that your majesty had made for them 80 many ruined villages.”
‘I'he sultan never made war afterwards,
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MR. POOR'S LETTER TO HIS LATE PUPILS—No. VIII,

My Youna Frizwps,

Mr. Mills was no less distioguished for his zeal and effort in the cause of Do-
mestic Missions, than in the cause of Foreign Missions. He was as fruitful and
successful in good devices for promoting the spiritual welfare of his own country-
men, as for sending the Gospel to Forsign lands. In the years 1812 and 1813 he
made an exploring tour, in company with Mr. F. Schermerhorn, 8 fellow student
in Theology, through the more destitute parts of the Southernand Western States
of the American Union. This tour was performed under the combinedTgtronage
of the Connecticut & Massachusetts Domestic Missionary Societies. general
objects of the tour were to preach the Gospel to the destitute,—to explore the
country and to learn its moral snd religious state—and to promote the establish-
ment of Bible Societies and other religious and charitable institutions. In the ac-
complishient of these various objects, Mr. Mills and his companion had extensive
private intercourse with the principal characters, both in church and state, in the
extensive regious through which they passed. In very many places, an unexpect-
ed interest was awakened in the general objects of their Mission and in not a few
populous towns and cCities permanent arrangements were made for the formation
of Bible Societies and other institutions for ?'romoting the spiritual welfare
of the people. The difficulties and dangers to which they were subjected in these
travcls were numerous. Many hundred miles of their journey lay tbrou% the
wilderness, which was either uninhabited, or inhabited only by g ut it
was one object of their journey to sscertain through what chaonels, and at what
bazard and expense, Christians in the Northern and Eastern States might reader
assistance to the comparatively destitate inhabitants, both whites and blacks, of
the South and West.

The success attending the labors of the first tour, more especially the arrange-
ments made in various places for futare operations, of a benevolent nature, rend-
ered it desirable and expedient, that a second tour be made through the same

portions of country. Accordingly in the years 1814 and 1815 Mr. Mills, in com-
pany with the Rev. Mr. Smith, a recent graduate from the Andover Theological
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Seminary, made asecond tour to the Southern and Western States and Territories.
For this tour they were bountifully furnished with Bibles and Tracts both in the
English and French languages, and with credentials from several benevolent In-
stitutions in the Northeastern States. [n the capacity of ailmoners of the bounty
of others, they were every where regarded as harbingers of mercy and “epistles
of Christ." The journals kept throughout these tours, and the reports made to the
several Societies by which they were sustained, can alone convey an adequate
idea of what was effected. At the close of the report of the second tour, Mr.
Mills observes, “On a Journey of more than six thousand miles, and passing thro’
a great variety of climates, in perils in the city, perils in the wilderness, perils on
the rivers, and perils on the sea, the Lord has preserved us. Neither can we for-
bear to express our obligations to our dear Christian friends in the western coun-
try. We were strangers and they took us in. From many we received pecuniary
aid, besides other important services; while the kind attentions and Christian
fellowship of others alleviated our labors and comforted our hearts. In return for
these favors, we have felt compelled to do what we could for them. Ever since
we came back to this land of Christian privileges, we have been endeavouring to
arouse the attention of the public and to direct it to the West.” The lapse of years
has shown that the good seed sown in the extensive regions through which these
tours were made, sprang up and yielded a rich harvest of fruit,- some thirty, some
sixty, and some a hundred fold. Large accessions, both in men and money were
thereby made to the cause of Foreign Missions. Indeed it is doubtful whether

Mr. Mills could in any other way have so efficiently promoted this his favourite
object as by means of thess tours. And it is in consequence of their ifnportant
bearing upon the subject of Foreign Missions and even o the establishmen:
of the Mission in Jafna, that I am induced thus formally to bring them to jour
notice. We here bave a practical illustration of the truth, that as scon a3 in
dividuals or communities can be roused, on Gospel principles, to attead 10 tbe
concerns of their own souls, they will become interested in the bighest weliare
of their fellow-men, and will be ready to lend assistance to suchas ure within their
reach, though situated at the ends of the earth.

The formation of a National Bibls Soesety was another object which MrMills
kept continually in view, in his tours though the states, and to which some of his
best energies were for seversl years steadily directed; nor did be rest until be had
witnessed the full accomplishment of his object. It was not known at the time,
but has since been fully understcod, that Mr. Mills bad s far greater ageacy,
than any other individual, in bringing about this important meagure. His meth-
od of influencing the public mind on this subject was oliar to himself It
consisted very much in indrcing infuential characters in different parts of the
country, to write on the subject, and on various occasions to present itsmerits to
the local Bible Societies and other organized bodies. After much had been dose
in the way of preparation, a convention of delegates, from different Bible Societies
in the United States, were invited to assemble in the city of New York. This
took place on the 8th of May 1816-a day long to be remembered in the anmb

of the American people. It was thea and
there unanimously resolved by the delegates
in session, “That it is expedient to establish
without delay, a | Bible Iastitution for
the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, witk-
out note or comment. And this was the on-
gin of the American Bible Society, now,
second only to the British and Foreign Bi-
ble Society; and :)dy the funds of which the
inbabitants of Jafina, and more especially
the members of the Batticotta Seminary,
have been in m supplied with copies of
the Sacred Vo A

Little did Mr. Mills know what services
awaited him, when he left his plough u
South-Hampton in the 22d year of bis age
It was then the height of his ambitioa te
find his way to some obscure spot in a for-
eign land where be might spend his days
in pointing the benighted heathen to “tbe
Lamb of God that taketh away the sinoi
the world.”

I have adverted to s few of the more im-
portant incidents in Mr. Mill's life. If yoo
would become more fully acqusinted with
his character and with the important servi-
ces which he rendered to his own country
and to heathea nations in foreign lands, |
beg leave to refer you to the ‘*Memoirs of
the Rev. Samucl J. Mills, Missi to the
South western section of the United States,
and Agent of the Colonization Society, de-
&med to explore the coast of Africa.

ardener Sprinﬁ D. D. Pastor of the Brick
Presbyterian Church in the city of New-
York,” having the following mottoin Greek
Viz, “Lovs secketh not her own.”

Tills; , June Yours vers truly,
7th 1843. . POOR.

alVmE wev.

Brief descriptions of the most remarka-
ble birds thatinhabit the earth illastrated
by cutson a comparative scale.
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We give ingertion to the following article with the hope that it may be
useful to the class of persons whose conduct it so severely reprobates. ‘I'bat
there is ground for such severe remarks in the case of some we fear is too
true. Our readers should however bear in mind, that the faults of a few
may not be chargeable upon all, and it is not therefore reasonable to
suppose that native Catechists as a class bring this degree of scandal upon
their profession.

Again, it is lawful for native Catechists as well as other men to protect
their just rights, and if in dving this they are called to appear in Court, and
while there, conduct their proceedings in a righteous munner, no one has a
right, forthis, to accuse them of dishonoring their profession. It is cause of
deep humiliation and sorrew to all who truly love the cause of Christ that
of thuse nalives who profess to be his disciples, 8o very few are found whose
conduct testifies the sincerity of their prof » and who are willing to
give up all for Christ’s sake. Amidst this general defection, we hope
there are some of the Lord’s hidden ones, whom he will claim as his in the
day when he maketh up his jewels. We trust our Corrcspondent is one of
them;and that he is inward!y conscious of living a life of faith and holiness;
if not, whatever may be the fau'ts of others, it is out of character for him
to stand up as an accuser of the brethren, Sce Matt. vii. 3-5;John viii. 8-9.

DeAR STAR,

It seems probable, at firet sight, that an order of men who devote them-
selves entirely to the instruction of their fellow creatures, would be ex-
empted from euvy and from hatred; as their studies are all peaceable, and
their labours directed to the dilTusion of goodness, and consequeuntly, of
tranquility, both public and private, it is natural to suppose that the better
part of the world would view them with favour, and that even the profli-
gate would bebave to them with distant respect. Butitisa painful thought
hat Native Catechists and Teachers of this country, who are selscted to
constitute this order, come, by their improper behavior, short of this love
and respect, not, indeed, considering that,

*¢Their own engagement binds them fust
Or, if it does not, brands them to the last.”’

The fault is indeed their own; improper levities, compliances, or negli-
gences, dimninish that dignity which their office, their labours, and their
learning would otherwise maintain. To speak exclusively of the native
deacons, catechists, 8c. iissionaries engage them, in the hope that they

will ‘walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called:** and
with this view they are entrusted with the responsible duty of instructing
their fellow benighted, superstitious country-men. The character and of-
fice, then, of a Catechist, when uniformly and completely maintained, are
most useful and most honourable.  ““A worthy Catechist,”’ in the words
of an old writer, *“1s the futher of his village, the guardian of the poor, the
instructor of the ignorant, the proctor of the injured, the (riend of all, even
of those who are deaf to his instructions and despise his profession.” If
any humabo office can be justly called godlike, it should be the office of a
Teacher of Christ’s religion. Are then the Catechists of our country such?
and can this be impartially said of them>—are they in the words of Cowper

«"

devout, sincere,
From mean self-interest, and ostentation clear,
1 heir hope in heaven, servility their scorn,
Prompt to persuade, expostulate and warn,
Their wisdom pure, and given them from above,
Their usefulness ensured by zeal and love,
As meek as the man Moses, and with all,
As bold as in Agrippa’s presence, Paul;
Shou'd fly the world's contaminating touch,
Holy and unpolluted; are they such?”’
But native Catechists are proud, avaricious, arrogant, and unjast, and
consequently, they shew that,
**The sacred function in their hand is made
8ud sacrilege! no function, but a trade.’

What gave rise, my Star, to these acrimonious reflections’ Ts it not their
conduct daily observable in every place? We find them daily, and, con-
scquently, always, niore actively employed in their family, in their paddy
fields, and in other secular concerns than iu the awful duty entrusted
to them. Does not this clearly shew the propriety of the statement of a
pious minister, that onc-tenth of the heart of Catechists is on the Gos.
pel, and the other ninetenths upon their paddy-fields. 1If those who
should constitute one of the beauties of religion in itself, and the most ne-
cessary order of all (considering the state of things in this coontry) eccles.
astical arrangements, shou!d be *‘decent and pacific,”’ benevolent in their
neighborhood, obedient to their superiors, hospitable to all, and virtaous u
private life, the blasphemous heathen would not have dared remark,
Coddiged salor @ariul L et sl § 5iCs.

¢*Is this the path of sanclity? Is this to stand a way mark in the road to
bliss’’*  Is this the way of letting their light shine over heathen darkness
and Roman Catholic superatition, so that the people of both denominations
may see their good works and glorify the God of the true Christians? Why
should these sentiments be thus scverely expressed? Is it not becanse the
‘‘word of God'" is not **committed unto faithful men who shall be able
to teach others also’’ both by their instructions and examples. Are the
native Catechists of this place fuithful men? Are they just? ~ Are they dil-
igently and exclusively employed in tho work of the Gospel? If they be
faithful, will they disgrace their profession in every way they possibly can’
If they be just, how is it that they make unlawful encroachments upon the
rights of their neighbours, and therzby become involved in difficulties with
heathens and idolaters> If they be diligent in the work of the Goepel,
what time do they find to carry on their law-suits in courts’ When Cate-
chists pass by the mission premises, they have a bundle of tracts under
their arm.—When they have passed the said places, where do they go’
They go either (o their paddy fields to superintend the workmen there; or
to attend to some other business relating to their family; or as is often
the case, to courts, lo give directions to their Proctors, or to recsive
further information, how they shoald proceed with the cases they hare
instituted in person. Is this the mode of discharging their duty? Shame!
shame! shame! How often do we see Catechists in Court for days to-
gether? Some of them are from Monday to Suturday in Court, ané what
time is then employed in teaching ?

Now tell them, Dear Star, that they by such condact, disgrace them-
sclves, their profession, their country, and their nation.  Their conduct
shews they are no way better than heathens and papists. They should
either hold fast mammon, and forsake God; or, if they love their own and
others’ salvation, do the contrary —They cannot halt between two opial-
ons—they shouid be content with their pay, since they are handsomely
paid for the support of themselves and family, and consequently, shou'd
heartily, sincercly, and willing!y be engaged in the work of the Gospel.
If they do not, at least, for the future, tell them lastly that the number of
Tracts they have taken to distribute, the journals whereby they bave de-
ceived their superiors, and every account they have delivered to the mis-
sionaries to confirm their proceedings, will stand against them in judgment
when the King of glory shall come to distribute justice, *'to every man
according to the works dme in the body."’

Jaffna, 27th June, 1848, Yours very truly,

A Native Prorastanr
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Rures ror THE Conpuct oF A CHrisTiaN Lire.
Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion™ by Robert Nelson, Esq.
Christian Perfection—Having in the former chapter giv-

en rules in relation to such actions as daily occur in the
course of our lives, in orderto persuade Christians to a care-
ful performance of them, according to the measures there
laid down, I will now endeavour to convince them, that true
Christian perfection consists in an exact discharge of such
duties, and consequently, their eternal happiness or eternal
misery will be determined by them.

If Christian perfection was only to be attained by retire-
ment and contemplation, by abstracting ourselves from the
world and by giving up ourselves entirely to meditation and
spiritual exercises, cousidering the necessities of life, in or-
der to the support of it, and the capacities of the generality
of men, how few, alas! how very few were qualified ever to
arrive at so noble and worthy an end; men might excuse
themselves from thisduty by the necessity they are under of
getting their living by the sweat of their brows, and by their
inability to employ themselves in such spiritual exercises:
the providence of God would seem thusto exclude them from
being perfect, when his precepts had enjoined to enter in at
the straight gate. Therefore we may be sure, that the infinite
wisdom and goodness, would never make that method the on-
Iy means of performing our duty, which was out of the reach
of our capacities, his precept isaddressed to men of all states
and conditions, to be ‘perfect’ as ‘‘their heavenly Father is
perfect!” Andhis commandment is not hidden from thee, orafar
off; it is not in heaven, that thou shouldst say, who shall go
up for us to heaven and bring it unto us, that we may hear
it, or doit? neither isit beyond the sea, that thou shouldst
say, who shall go over the sea for «s, and bring it unto us,
that we may hear it and do it? but the word is very nigh unto
thee, in thy mouth, and in thyheart, that thou mayest do it.
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Scriptural Proofs of the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity.

Mercy of God in the Pardon of sin.

¢‘Bleased is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.’’ Ps, xxxii.l,2.

**Tneu hast forgiven the iniquity of thy peuple, thou hast covered all
their sin.’”” Ps. Ixxxv. 8 (Ps. ciii. 3.

¢“The Lord forgiveth all thine iniquities; he healeth all thy diseases.’’

“Though yonr sins be as scarlet or crimson, they shall be as snow or as
wool.” lsa. i. 18.

¢Let the wicked forsake his wuy and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
and let him retarn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.®’ Isa. lv. 7.

““Returo, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord, and I will not cause
mine anger to fall upon you; for I am merciful, saiththe Lord, and I will
not keep anger for ever’’—*<Return ye backsliding children, and I will heal
your backslidings.”” Jer. iii. 12, 22,

If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk
in the statutes of life, none of his sins that he hatk committed shall be men-
tioned unto him; he shall surely live.*” Ezek. xxxiii. 15, 16.
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The art of conquering an enemy by means of an affected Jriendship.
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Love begets desire: and that (desire) begets the in-
measurable excellence of friendship. Drew.
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They say that the felicity (of heaven) and the happi-
ness (of earth) are the fruit of virtue and love (in the con-
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Translation of the above.

Thanks be given to the Editor, who with desire ishes
Star so that the inward darkness of the people w‘::.liive oa tlf:u mutl‘;
the earth may be removed.

My Learned Editor,

1 had a lively expectation that you will give a favourable answer o the
question which [ started in my previous commanication in regard to the
non-putrifaction of Francis Zavier’s body, but contrary to this and in
spite of the evidence to the fuct which I had extracted from a book entitled
**Confutaiion of errors in religion' you answered in your Star Ne. 8th.
pagé 97, “*when it is established by good evidence that Zavier's body is in-
corruptible, then the fact may be admitted in evidence of the truth of the
Catholic fuith,*® &ec. '

In compliance with your request, I adduce some evidence which direct-
ly proves thut Zavier’s body is incorruptible, which I bope you will publish
in a corner of the Star.

L. From a Devotional book.
II. From a Prayer book made by divines.
IlI. From a book entitled **Confutation of errors in Religion.””
1V From the verbal evidence farnished by those Priests who have
come from Goa.
V. From some other common persons who visited Goa.
L. From a Devotional book, Chapter xiii. It is explicitly mention-
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ed in this book that Zavier’s body was asa fall blown lotas flower, though
buried 8 months before. After three months, when it was absolutely ne-
cessary to carry his bones to Malacca, the coffin in which he was interred
wag opened and his body was found uncorrupted, and clothed with a new
cloth, just sewed. When his body with the coffin was taker to Malacca,
no sooner bad it arrived there than the virulence of a pestilence, which was
raging to a considerable extent in the neighbourhood of Ma)acea and which
had swept away many lives, was abated. When his body was buried there;
the grave dag for his interment being somewhat too narrow it was necess-
ary to force the coffin hard into the grave, when his face and sides were so
knocked against the grave that they were bruised, and blood issued from the
wound. Afterwards another grave was prepared, in which he was buried.
After four months the grave was opened and his body taken up to be carried
again to Goa when it was found as before that the blood was issuing from
the bruised parts. His bedy was pat in a coffin mounted with gold, and on
its passage to Goa, the ship ic which it was embarked, being in imminent
danger, and about to be wrecked, the men raised a supplication in the nume
of Zavier, when the rocks against which the ship ran were blasted as with
the sound of a cannon. Afterwards without any difficulty they proceeded
on their voyage, and arrived at Goa with great prosperity. The body was
there put on a table, set with gold, silver and gems, and remaineth there till
this day.

Seco’ﬁdly. From Prayers made by divines. The form of the prayer
the people use at present, is, O blerscd Zavier, who performest a great
many miracles! O blessed Zavier, who hast received supernatural gifts, so
that thy body may not perish!’’

Thirdly. From the book called *“ Confutation of errors in Religion.”
It is mentioned ia this book that 66 years before the arrival of Beschi in
India, 8t. F. Zavier came to India, with the desire to ameliorate the con-
dition of the people by preaching and by setting a good exumple, and by
tarning them from their superstition and ignorance to the light of truth
and knowledge. His body is now at Goa without tarning either to corrup-
tion or putrefaction.

‘The literal meaning of the word ¢“Zavier®’ is, the dead body will never
turn either to decay or corruption.

There is not a shadow of doubt that Zuvier came to India through the di-
vine appointment. If he came according to his own will, his body will in-
stantly perish; but Zavier is one of devoted piety, and a member of Christ’s
Chaurch.

Fourthly. The priests who have come from Goa corroborate the state-
ment above alluded to. .

Fifthly. Some persons at Caytes who have been to Goa, corroborate
the statement and say that they have seen the body in the state before
mentioned. Thus Mr. Editor, | have farnished evidence which is clear and
most obvious. Iam also informed that there are 6 other bodies of pious men
besides Zaviers that remain iu an incorsuptible stute, viz:

Francisco, in Italy ]

John, in Portugal | All Catholics and those
Thomas, in Sicily &who profess other reli-
Edward, (King of England) in England { gions unanimously uver
A nug, in ltaly
Mary, in ditto

What | have said is, it seems to me, evidently true, because the Books
from which I have extracted this evidence are just like a golden lamp set
up in a golden mountain which gives light to all the world. You may
go and ascertain whether what [ have said is true or not. It is a country
that lies very near to you. There can be no doubt, but that ghe per-
sons jast enumerated have come through the divine appointment. Oar con-
cience affirms, that those who have coine throagh the appointment of God
will preach the truth but will never preach a lie Therefore it is very good
and profitable to learn of this true reiigion. It is very good to walk by this
waye The learned men, though they know the truth of this, are like mute

persons.

Therefore I ask you the Editor how can we make Francis Zavier's hair
grow, the bloud circulate through the arteries, if the case is false aad un-
groanded.

Yours &c,

that this is true.

S. AnTHONY PuLLa,
A Lover of History.

Remarks by the Editor.

We have not time to say all we could wish on the ahove communication.
Our readers should tzko particulur notice of this specimen of Roman Cath-
olic credulity, and of Romish priestly fraud and imposition. The books
from which our correspondent derives the evidence of the incorruptil'e
state of Zavier's body, and of the wonderful miracles performed by it, are
such books as the-Catholic priesthood would circulate instesd of the Bible.
These ridicalous stories of the bodies of saints, might have obtained credit

in former days; and may now, where the people are in ignorance; but in
enlightened countries, as England and America, even the Roman Catholic
priests themselves are ashamed of such books, and disown them as being
inventions of designing men,

Our correspondent will doubtless be surprised when we tell him that
even his holiness the Pope, and his lordship the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Ceylon, would be ashamed to state publicly that sach stories as he has
related are to be helieved. And the reason is hecause they know there is
not a word of truth about them. We say again, ruch storiesare only de-
signed to impose upon the ignorant; and the wicked subetitation of such
falsehoods for the pure teachings of the word of God among the people, is
one ground of our complaints ngainst the Roman Catholic church.

The evidence adduced by oar correspondent is—

1st. The testimony of three Religious books,
2d. From the Reports of Priests and others who have come from Goa
who assert that they have seen the body.

Before we can believe what is stated in these books, we wish to know
who wrote them; and when they were written, and whether the writers
were personally acquainted with the facts they mention, and whether they
were persons of scrapulous integrity. The testimony of ananonymons<
book concerning statements of this nature will not be regarded by a candid
mind as any degree of evidence of their truth. How easy is it forany im-
postor to invent stories and publish them as trath, where the peogle are
8o ignorant and credulous as to believe things without reason and without
inquiry.

In this way have the ignorant Roman Catholics been led to be'ieve these
foolish storiex.  The enlightened and pious Roman Catholics do not be-
lieve them, and are ashnmed that any others showld believe them.

With regard to the testimony of priests, and other persons from Goa, before
we can believetheir word we wish to know their names and their character. It
they are persons who were never known to have spoken aught bat the truth
and whose characters are in all respects good, we may believe that they did
not intend to deceive, by saying that tﬁey had seen Zavier’s hody in an
incorruptible state, with fres{; blood oosing from the bruise made so many
years ago in Malacca. But before we can believe that what they say i3
true, we should wish to be certain that they were not deceived by the priests
at Goa. How do they know that the body they raw at Goa was Zavier’s?
How do they know the blood was not put on the body by the priests for
the purpose of deception? The Roman Catholic priests have very often
done such tricks, and they may do them again; and persons who are de-
sirous to believe such a fubrication may very easily be impo<ed upon, and
report what they have seen as truth  We do not think our readers can
place the least rcliance on this story on the evidenee ndduced by our Cor-
respondent. Tt is not evidence that would be received in court for the es-
tablishment of such a statement, and what a court wou'd not receive we
may safely reject.

Qur Correspondent says, asthe country is near, we may go and ascertain
from personal observation whether it is true or not. We answer to this—
we have no time nor money to =paro for such an object. And if we were to
go we should fear some harm; for with such an object in view, our presence
would not be very acceptable to the Romish Priests at Goa. If our Corres-
ponden: tras leisure and will undertake to go to Goa and obtain the body and
bring it here for our inspection, we pledge ourselves on seeing it in an incor-
uptible state with fresh Llood nozing from itsbruises—to pay all hisexpenses,
to turn Roman Catholic and devote our paper to the propagation of that fuith.
Notouly we,but hundreds of others wou'd be ready tatarn Roman Catholics
on such evidence of the truth of their faith. T'ill we can obtain a sight ot
the hody and examine it for ourselves, we shall believe what is said of it
to be entirely fulse, and instead of regarding it as evidence of the truth of the
Roman Catholic faith, it should be regarded as a speciinen of the ceaft and
falsshood used by Romish priests to wauke ignorant people their dupes and
slaves.
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T) the Editor of the Mvrning Star,

Dear Sir,

Muy I beg the favor of your inserting the following. Mgebnical question
in your exteusively ciroulated Periodical? The solutiva of which, | espect,
will be given by some of your juvenile readers.

If money be at six per cent

To them who have a mind to borrow
‘When shall I be worth a pound,

If I should lend a crowa to-morow?

Jaffospatam,
27th June 1843,

" N. B. I speak of Compound Interest;

Yours traly,
Juvenis Discipulas.
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Tas the Editor of the Morning Stur,

1}

Pursuant to a Resolution passed at a General. Meeting:I forward to you the
accompanying Proceedings with a request that you will be pleased to give them
early inserlion in the columas of your valuable paper. I am Sir,

Your's Obediently,
C. PEREIRA.

At a Meeting held on the 22ad May last it was resolved that in consequence
the inconveniggce attendantin mnkmé the Silver Articles for Dr. Misso, as p,:.‘
posed at a previous Meeting, the amount in money.subecribed for tbe be
presented to him in lieu ot it—In-accordance to this the following sebecribers
assembled together on Friday last the 9th Inetant, viz: the Deputation Mesers, P.
Vauderstraaten, L. R. de Jong, and M. Perera together, with Messrs. Ricbard
Van-Dort, W. Coulthard, M. ?Vl H. Alphonso, W. Cramer, P- F. Perera, P.
G.de Vos, H. Dabrera, E. L. de Zilva Juo. de Zilva, Christian Pecera, Anthooy
Jury Bastian Pulle, V. W. Vanderstraaten, L. A. Rimanaden, Elarls de Zoysa,
Paulo, Fernando, Alwinus de Zilva, J. Ebert with several others and proceeded

to the resideace of Dr. Misso, bearing. with them Silver Coivs in & Siprer Tors
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Pr Misso haviog been prev iou;lly informed of their intention to wait upon him
kiadly received when Mr. M Perera gotup and after a short and neat speech
on bebalf of the Subscribers read the following address:

Sir.—It gives us*great pleasure to come forward on.this occanon to eulogize
distinguished merit, and to convey our kind acknowledgrent for the msny and
unbounded services you bave rendered to-us and our families; we are sensible that
in this town there is not an individual of your profession, nor has ever been, one
who deserves to be complimented with a more general approbation:than yourself.
—Your calm and placid temper, the readiness and willingness you have at all
times evinced in attending the sick and the infism; your firmness and the resolute
manner in nce of your duties and your enlerged hospitality to the
poor and necessitous of all descriptions, have rendered you an amiable member of
Society—As gratitude should always be acknowledged for favours conferred, we
deemed it to render you some tokens of regard, but may it not be under-
stood, nor do we fora moment suppose that this would in.any degree recompense
your invaluable services—It 13 not imour province to enumerate your rofessional
talents, but Sir, we presume to. say that your abilities in your profession are well
appreciated by those who had the happiness to have come under your medical
care—Ia conclusioa Sir, we affectionately and with,pure motivesnow present you
with this token of our esteem— Trifling as this may appear, it conveys our kind
remembrance of your past invaluable services.”

“As it is intimated 10 us, that you are soon.to enter into.another sphere of life
we would be doing injustice to our owa feelings, should we not on-the occasion
express ourardent m-ﬂ for all the conjugal bappiness, length of days, prosperity
in your undertakings, and:a prolongation of your continuanee amongst us, and
above all we wish that yoa and yours' may be abundantly blessed by the great
Head of the Universe.”

Dr. Misso then returned thanks to Me Perera and the company assembled
in nearly the following worde—

«~Gentlemen,—I feel much gratified st your fattering address and the kind tok-
ens of your grateful remembrance you have just now presented to me inthe name
of the subscribers who have honored me with their pr on this occ and
those that are absent—L beg that you willaccept and convey my heartfelt thanks
to yourself and others who have been. prevented from attending—1It shall be my
utmost endeavonr to serve you to the best.of my powers so long as I shallbe en.
circled by your society,.and it shall be a pleasing remembrance to me when Ire-
collect that | lived in the affections of theinhabitants of Negombo.—In conclusion,
Gentlemen [ thank {ou for your bearty wishes as respects the life I am about to
enter, and in return 1 wish you and your families may realize similar blessings as
wished for by you to myself.”

‘The company theaseparated.. HNegombo, 26th Juns 1843..
Zo the Editor of the “Morning Star.’’
8, Colombo 8rd July 1848,

T shall feel thankful to you to give insertion in the next Number of your
paper to the hereunto annexed inscription quoted from thegold medal pre--
sented to Mr. M. J. Ondaatjee from the Bank of Ceylon; and I further re-
quest you will be kindly pleased to translate the inncrislion into Tamil and
to publish it in both langnages viz..in English and Tamil.

1. am 8ir,. Your most Obedient Servant 0 J T
A BuBscriazz.

**From the Bauk. of Ceylon?"
«*To Mr. W. J. Ondaatjee, shroff,”’
¢« For his fidelity, aecuracy, and good™”
s*Conduct in.the serwice of the Bank’’
+Since its establishmont.”
: J. REID MACKENZIE
June 30th 1843. Manager:
This mark of approbation was presented ‘1o that young man for his faith.
ful services to the Bank in the presence of several respectuble Geatlemen,.
viz:
H. RITCHIR, Esq, Looal Director: Bank of Ceylom

4. STANTON, Enq. New Maaager. .
J. R. MACKENZIE, Esq. retiring Manager Baok of Ceylon'

Aud several other English and Native Officers-of the same department:
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SUMMARY OF NEWS.
JAFFNA.

Shameless obscenities of heathenism.—It is well known to many of
our readers that at most of the heathen temples on the continent there are
paintings and carvings on the walls and on the cars of the idols of a most
grossly obseene character, That they are in keeping with the absuid and
impure ceremonies of idolatrous worship, we fally believe; but, whether
restrained by a sense of decency, or by the fear of the law, er by the wart
of men skilled in this bratalising art, we know not; we have never, till re-
cently, heard of, or seen such appendages 1o the temples and idol cars in
this province, except in regard to one car connected with a temple at Choole.-
param, of which we have more thun once heard that the figures carved on
it are shockingly obscene. Recently, however, by the aid of workmen
from the Continent, the patrons of the templeat Suthumale, iu this neighbour-
hood, have displayed their zeal for the dumnb and polluting idols they wor-
ship, by having a car constructed and ornamented afier the most approved
continental style. This has been done before the face, and with the know-
ledge of many men, who boast of their virtaes, and claim to be zealous fcr
the good of their fellow-men. It has been done with the knowledge of o«
thers, who are bound to report such things us an offence ugainst the laws:
but not a word is whispercd about it by any of these men, not u hand is
raised to prevent these disgusting sights—thay all feel thut in a heathen
temple these carvings are the height of ornament and benuty, and quite
appropriate.—To a pare and holy mind such cxhibitions of the genius of
idolatry are conclusive evidence that the things which the heathen sacri-
fice, they sacrifice to devils and not to God. ‘Thanks to the Christian Gov
erament under which we live, this base spirit of idolatry is restrained by
the laws; thanks also to the judges by whom these laws are administered,
that they are disposed to let the law huve force on such shameless doings,
though in the heathen mind they are sanctified by their connection with
an idol. We rejoice to learn that the acting judge of the Jaffna District
Court, hearing the statements above alluded to bas instituted inquiries con -
cerning the facts of the case with a view to prevent such unmoralities,
and that consequent on this, the proprietors of the temnple at Sathumale
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bave changed the character of the carvings on their car.

That the heathen may understand, the prohibitions of the Government
Ordinance on this sabject, and the penalty of its violation, we furnish them
with the following extracts from the ordinance No. 8, 1840 Sec. 5. ““Ev-
ecy person wilfully exposing to view on any street, road, high way or
public place, any obscene print, picture, or other indecent exhibition,’ &e
*‘shull be liable upen the first conviction, to be imprisoned with or with-
out hard labour for any term not exceeding one calendar month, or to a
fine not exceeding five pounds; and epen the second cenviction’ shall **be
lizble to imprisonment with or without hard labour for any poriod aot ex-
ceeding 8 months, vr te a fine not exceeding 10 pouads,”” &e.

Parr’s Life Pille.—A Notice has been sent fer publication in the Star
that a new supply of these pills is soon expected from Colombo, and when
received, will be offered for sale, by Mr. Matthuesz. We consider the
statements setting forth the wonderful efficacy of these pills in the little re-
commendatory book that accempanies them,mot only unfounded, but a
gross imposition on those who are suficiently eredulous to helieve them, and
we should not feel justified in giving eurrency to recommendations of that
character. If it were enly cluimed that these pills were used in somo cases
with benefit—we should offer ne objection to any proper efforts to promote
their sale, bot as it is claimed that they are of universal efficacy 10 remove
all compluints—and promote health and long life, we ean only express
our regret, that there are men who are willing and desirous, for person-
al gain, to practice such imposition on their fellow men.

Died, At Calpeatyn, on the 5thinst. after a short illness, of inflammation
of the lungs, the wife of 8, Casie Chitty Lsq, aged 29 years.

COLOMBO.

Inundation and Extensive destruction of Property.—For more than
six weeks the inundation has continued its ravages with almost unabated vio-
lence. It is true there have been occasional remissions, and exacerbations
of its rage, but for the whole of that period, it has covered the country a-
round. We are totally unable to say what its ravages have been in other
parts of the Island, bat from Ruanwelle to Celombo—a distance of aboat
fifty miles, for a wide extent on both sides of the Calany river, the roads,
fie!ds, and many villages have been a sheet of water. gy it a very large
number of poor families are reduced tv the moat miserable destitation. Many
of them have been drivea from their homes, the houses of not a few of
them have been totally destrayed, or reduced to a mere wreck. Their pi
and fowls have been swept away; their yams, chillies, plantains, bread-
fruit, brinjals, beuans, cocuunats, beetle, natchery, grass, and mauy other
arlicles have perished; while their prospect of relief from the two approach.
ing harvests, by which their families were 2o be supplied with food daring
successive months, is in many cases taken away from them.—When it is
considered that many of thess persons are poor cultivators of their small
fields and gardens, dependiug for succor for themselves and their households
on this source; that all this time they have been unable to pursue their ac-
customed labours; that others are coolios employed by them for hire who
have thus been equally unuble to work for their daily food; that not a few
are widows and destitute females, who have no means of procuring support
but by collecting the above apecified articles, and selling them at the bazar
that they may obtaia rice, fish and clothing, and that in so mauy cases
these labours have been for six wecks suspended, some idea of the distress
that bas prevailed, gnd is likely to prevail may be conceived.— Ceol, Qbs.

MADRAS,

The late gale at Madras is said to have been very destructive. Whole
villages have been swept away; more than 10,000 head of cattle have been
destroyed, more than 6V lives lost, and property to the amount of iere
than 100,000 Rupees dostroyed.

BOMBAY.

Robbery. — As a party of five Sepoys were conveying in charge, a quan-
tity of weasure amounting to Rps. 72,000 from Bombay to Mendoosar and
had arrived ut Chandore, they were attacked by a gang of robbers who
wouadedsix persoas, one of whom has since died, and carried off Rps. 40,000,

SCINDE.

From the Bembay Papers we learn that Shah Mahomed, brother of the
Ameer Shere Mahomed, had been taken prisuner by Col Roberts, who
made a sudden altack oa the position he occupied, and captured him without
the loss of a single wun, Shere Mahomed had boeen surrounded at Tukko.
send,and it was expectud that he also would soon be taken by Col. Reberts,
who was then only two marches north of him. Should this expectation be
realised, there would probably be no mere fighting in Scinde at Ppresent.

Ali Mohad, oar ally in Scinde, recently obtained pessession of the person
of oue of the refractory leaders by treachery, and broaght him to Sir Charles
Nagier. ‘The general, like a gallant soldier und a true Briton declared in
open durbar that the English resorted to no sach ignoble and dishonoutable
tneans, and set hiwa at liberty.— Friend of India. June 22d.

BENARES,

Five insane persons being locked up in one room in she Beoares Insane
Hospital; one of them during the aight strangled two of his fellow prisoners
AFFGHANISTAN,

. Dost Mahomed had reached Cabul and pears to be gradually recover.
lnﬂg his former sway. He has promised, bhe bas better arranged b
affairs, to reward the kindness of Shere Sing, who eatertained and aided hiz
on his journey through the Punjaub, by a suitable presemt.

THE PERSIAN GULF,

Intelligence from the Persian Gulf is, that the Persians are apprehensive
of a war with Rassia; fram what cause is not stated.

CHINA,

Smuggling.—Sir Hehry Pottinger has publicly assured the Chinese 10.
thorities at Canton of his wish to m;d' them in tbo'!nppreuin of smugziing
which appears to have been extensively carried on by British merchants,
and promises when he shall have fally ascertained the facts,%0 make known
the names of the firms thus engaged.

ENGLAND.,
British and Foreign
this Society held May 8rd. it was stated that the sotal amount of receipts de.
ring the past year was, £92,476. 2s. 8d. The number of Bibles and
Testaments issued during the year, was #82,060: the whole namber isu-
ed from the commencement of the society in 1804, was 15,020,994. Let our
readers contrast this noble liberality ef Protestant Christians in aid of the
distribution of the sacied Scriptares, with the course pursued by Catholics,
Mahomedans, and Pagans, in regard to the books on which their faith is foun-
ded, and nquire into the cause of this difference.

NOTICE.

Nortice is hereby given that the undersigned
intends to make application to the Honorable the
Supreme Court to be admitted a Proctor of the Dis-
trict Court of ‘W alligamoe.

Tillipally July 4, 1843.

PonnamMpaLAM SiNNacooTY.

NOTICE.

Agents and Subscribers of the ‘‘Morning Star”
are reminded that payment for the 2d Quarter of
1843 is now due and they are respectfully reques-
ted to remit to the Publisher the sums due from
them, at their earliest convenience. .
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