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ABBOTT’S LESSONS ON MORALS.
(Adapted to Hindu Readers.)
Lesson IV.—FAITHFULNESS.

The temptation to unfaithfulness is greatest in those duties or services
which are somewhat indefinite in their nature; and it is in these that we
aught to be particularly on our guard. 1fa teacher should give to a toy,
for a lesson, four examples in arithmetic to perform, and to get the answers
given ia the book, and should say that when he had done 1it, he might go
out to plays, it would be a very definite task; and the temptation to unfuith-
Sulness would be comparatively smail. But if he were to give him for his
lesson two pages of a book, and require him to choose out and study all
the ditlicult words in it, as a spelling lesson, this wou'd be indefinite and
vague, because it is very uncertain, first, how many of the words the boy
would have to consider as ditlicult words; and secondly, how much he
ought to study them. If the Loy was in haste to go out to play, he would
be much more likely to slight this lesson than the other. It is generally best
therefore that all commands, and all agreements and contracts, should be
well defined in their nature, aud clearly and distinctly expressed. Thus the
temptations to unfaithfulness are lessened.

QuesTIONS ON LEsson IV.

In what kind of duties is it that the temptation to unfaithfulness is
greatest? What example is given of a distinct and well-defined engage-
ment? What example is given of an engagement that would be indefinite
and vague?
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Mr. POOR’S LETTERS TO HIS LATE PUPILS—No, XII.
My Younc FRriEnbDs,

Soon after the formstion of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions

u was deemed expedient in ref e to per y and efficiency of operation,

to apply to the Legislature of the state of Massachusetis, for an act of iacorpo-
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ation,—that the Commissioners might become a body politic—known in law, as
baving charteredrights and privileges “for the purpose of propagating the Gos-
pel in heathen lands.” This circumstance gave occasion for a gencral disCussion
of the merits of Foreign Missions both in the senate and house of representa-
tives of the state. It was a matter of some curiosity to hear the sage objections
that were formally urged against an act of incorporation, by those who were
wholly uninterested in the object for which the Board of Commissiorers had been
formed. One circumstance connected with the discussions of that period bas rest-
ed in my mind to the present time, and may appropriately be made the theme of
my present letter. A member of the legislative assembly, after urging various
objections to the policy of attempting to convert the heathens, before our onn
country was thoroughly christianized, puintedly uttered the followiag sentiment:
**In my humble opinion, we have no more religion in the country than is needed
for home consumption—and certainly none for exportation.”” To this it was
pertinently replied, that religion is a commodity of such a nature that the more
we export the more we shall have at home. This noble sentiment is in fullaccord-
ance with the maxims of revelation-*"there is that scattereth and yet incrcaseth,and
there is that witbholdeth more than is meet and it tendeth to poverty;” *‘the lib-
cral soul shall be made fat, and he that watereth, sha!l be watered also himself.”
This principle of the divine government has been in a signal manner illustrat-
ed by God's providential dealings with the American Churches irom the first kind-
lingsof the foreign missionary spirit to the present time. Thouzh this is a copious
subject. | must content myseli with selecting and concisely stating a few only of
the facts which must be regarded as palpable proofs of the truth of the foregoing
1emark.
The readiness of theological students to offer themselves as missionaries for

foreign service, occasioned some alarm in the Churches. and gradually roused
the attention of the more influential portion of the cornmunity, to the importance
of extraordinary and systematic measures for educating pious young men for the
Christian ministry. Many who were from principle opposed to the foreign mis-
si0n enterprise, were gieally interested ip bringing to light the moral destitution
of large sections of the American Union, and in presenting the immediate and
pressing demands (or a far greater number of Christian teachers than could be found
in the country. This state of feelings, which was an obvious resuit of the mis-
sionary spirit, gave rise to the measure of organizing a society on an extended
scale, for the purpose of educating pious youth, with direct reference to the Chris-
tusn ministry.  ‘This society was bas<ed on the principle, that saving converzion
by the Holy Spirit-a thorough education both academical and theological, and self-
consecration to the service of God, for the wwork of the ministry, are the requisite
qualifications for those who should be sent forth as the heralds of salvation, whetb.
erin Christian or in heathen lands. One of tie first duties of the divectors of this
sociely was to seek out and receive under patronage, as great a number of youth
of good promise, as to their piety and talents, as could be sustained by the funds of
the stitution.  In their selections they were not confincd to any particular de-
nomination of Christians, nur to any section of the country. They freely, but
with systematic efforts and a due discrimination of character and qualitications, be-
stowed their patronage upon young men of ditferent Christian communitics irom
all parts of the United States; a large majority however of the benefciaries have
been in connection with Presbyterians and Congregationalists. The scciety at an
carly period .1 its existence, obtained great favour in the estimation of the Chris.
tian community, and has received a large share of public patronage. It was or-
‘ganized in Buston in 1816, and was in the year following incorporated by the le-
giclature of Massachucetts. 1t was denominated the American Education Society,
**for the purpose of educating pious young men for the gospel ministry.” The in-
stitution is national in its character, and 1n the best sense of the term Cathslicin
s principles.  Itis sustained by sixty-three branch s« cieties formed in diferent
parts of the American Union, but principaily within the limits of New England and
the state of New York.

It would be impossible within the compass of a letter, to give youeven an epitome

of the history of this society. Tnc following is an extract from the sixth chapter i

of its rules, which treats of the subject “of appropriations” to beneficiaries. Intro-
ductory to this extract, I should observe that according to the regulations cf the
society, beneficiaries, who are supposed to have had a common school edecatien,
are required 1o pass through a nine year's course of instruction, preparatery to
an entrance upon the duties of the sacred office; i. e.two years 2re allowed for the
preparatory course for entering coilege,—four years for the scientific course at
coilege,aud three years for the stady of theology. It wasin reference to these three
grades of instruction that the following appropriations are graduated.

1. The amount appropriated to young men under patronage ¢hall be the least
with which they can be carried forward, cousistently with health and a thorough
«ducation, after iaking suizatle efforts to assist themselves, and receiving the aid
of other public funds and of friends.

2. The annual amount of appropriations to the young menin the first stage of
education, shall be sixty deliars—fiiteen doilars for each quarter; to those in the
second and third stages, exghty dollars, of which twenty dollars shall be appro-
priated for each quarter.

3. Appropr:auons in meney shall be madein the form of logns, for which young
men, wicther of age or not, :ball give their notes, at the time of receiviag tkem,
in the following forn.

“For value received, I promise to pay the American Education Society, or or-
der, — doilars 1n five years after my preparatcry studies for the mimistry shall
have been closed with interest from that time."”

(Resrdence and date) A. .

Hence 1t appears thatif astudent be entirely dependent on the funds of the
society (which wilrarely be the case) for his wnole course of study he will incur
a debt of 680 spanish doliars to be paid within the term ot five years from the
time of enteiing upon protessional duties. Yours truly,

Tillipally Novemoer 2d, 1843. D. Poor.
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DEeaRr Sig,
It ia requesied to demonstrate that the sum of the squares of the segments
of two chords cutting one apother within a circle is equal to the square of
the diameter. w
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Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion’’ by Robert Nelson, Esq.

Meditate upon the particular Christian virtue you are aiming at
and pray to God for it.—When one has seriously for a long time medi-
tated apon a thing and considered ite necessity, beauty, and usefulness, it
18 more easily loved and adhered to. This is common to virtue, with all
other things that are amiable; and if you often dwell upon the excellency
of any virtae, if you consider its necessity and advantage, the exampis
of Jesus Christ and the saints that have practised it, you will find it much
more easy to exercise, whenever an opportunity presents itself to that pur-
pose. Let therefore the solid virtues I have recommended, be the < ibject
of your frequent meditations, for by the vigorons and corstant application
of your mindsto them, you will find yourscl% animated to acquire them. To
this, we must join our hearty prayersto God; and 1n order to be heard,
you must ask with such faith asconsists in firmly believiug, you shall receive
the thing you desire, when you have performed those conditions, upon
which God has promised to bestow it. You know courage is necessary
to do violence to ourselves, and to overcome the difficulty there is in the
practice of religion; and it is from God only we can expect this strength
and assistance, who must often be applied Lo for the influences of his Holy

Spirit, that we may be able to mortify oar passions, and abound in every
virtue.
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The Art of losing a Possession.
Continued from page 210.
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SUMMARY OF NEWS,
JAFFNA. :

Return of Mr. Dyke.—Mr. Dyke arrived in Jaffna on the Ist instait
and has resumed his duties as Government Agent. Consequent on this M.
Price resumes his duties ns Judge of the District Court at Jatina, and Mr.
Burleigh returns to the Mallagain Court which hasbeen suspended while hu
has been acting for Mr. Price, at Jafina.

* Overland Mail.—The Jaffna Packets for the next Overland Mail are
advertised to close on the 12th and 18th inst, at 4 P. M.
COLOMBO.
(Abridged from the Colombo Observer.)

LecisLarive Councir.—Friday 15th Sept. After reading the pro-
ceedings of the last meeting the supply ordinunce was read a third tine aud
passed.

The Committee resumed its sitting on the Police Ordinance. Tie
Queen’s Advacate presented the amendment to the 37th clause ruspecting
the whitewashing of houses, which was originally proposed by the Govern-
ment Agent, Kandy.

This excited a long discussion ; it being contended on the one hund—that
such powers were necessary to the Police superintendent to secute the puv-
lic against the spread of pestilence and other contagious discases, whiciv
was of greater importance than all the objections that could be urged -
gainat his having such power. On the other hand it was maintained—that
the powers it proposed to giveto the Police superintendent were arbitrary
and prejudicial to the rights and feelings of the community.

On being put to vote, the amendment was lost,—His Excellency having
promised to bring forward a separate ordinance, making provision for the
cleansing of towns in cuses of pestilential diseases.

The Council adjourned to Tharsday the 21st Septernber.

Thursday 21st September.—After hearing the proceedings of ‘the lust
meeting, the Council resolved itself into a Committee for the consideration
of the Jury Ordinance. The Petition against the Ordinance, by the velluls,
which was presented to the Council at its Session on the 12th of Septem-
ber, was again read; also counter petitions from the Fishers and Moors. M.
Stewart was heard as counsel for the vellaias, agninst the Ordinance.  Af-
ter referring to the wise aduptation of the existing Jury Reguiatinns 10
the state of castes and classes amongst the people, and their satisfacter
operatiun in promoting the ends of jastice, he adverted to the contemplate
Ordinance, as one tending to abolish existing distinctions and do violence
to the cherished feelings of the commmunity, and urged against it—first 1e
injury the amalgamation was likely to cause tothe sociul condition, haiis
and feelings of the class for whom he appeared as counsel, and second v
the injury it was likely to cause to the administration of justice. His argu-
ment under the first head, if we rightly understand it, was based chiefly «n
assumptions which probably carried conviction te none but the parties in.~
terested in his success. Under the second head he contended that the ends
of justice would be defeated, as the Jury when composed of ditferent class-
es, would be prevented by the feelings they held towards each other trom
having that deliberate and harmonious consaltation which is se importa: ¢
a feature of the Jury system aud so necessary to ils success in securing the
ends of justice.

He was followed by Mr Morgan, in opposition, who exposed the eviis
of the syetem in question and denied the injustice which it hud been aliry-
ed would be done to the rights and feelings of individuals by the propesid
amalgamation. Mr. Stewart replied to Mr. Morgan. The council fixed tii:
following Thursday for the second reading of the Ordinance.

The Bill providing for the erection of a suspension bridge over the Ta'a-
ta Oya, on the lower road from Kandy to Badulla, was read a second nime
—and the third reading fixed for the following Thursday.

The Colombo observer has the following remarks on the proceedings of
the nativas in relation to the Jury Ordinance: *“Itis not surprising to find the
namesof the old and prejudiced vellalahs attached to the Petition in favor ot
classification, but the philanthropic mind will be pained to learn that the
junior members who huve enjoyed the benefits of the more liberal educi-
tion atfurded in the Colony, and have had constant intercourse with Earo-
peans—young men who profess on the maxims of eivilization and Christian«
ity, to lament the existence of the system, have united ia the strugsle to iu-
crease the feiters of caste.—Their principles were nnequal to the trial—
the seed hasalas! yet fallen only into stony groond.’’

LAHORE.

Since our last intelligence has heen received that Rajah Leena Singh who
took possession of Luhore was murdered by Sirda Leena Singh at a coufur-
ence the two had together —The receut melancholy evente nt Lahore exern-
plify the anhappy condition of Prince and subjects in a Government net
amenuble to law.

To Correspondents.—The Communicution from *¢A Christian'’ does not

secm called for by the circumstaaces of **A Native Protestant.”” We ore
however giad to learn the Letters of the latter have been read wiih profit.
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NOTICE.

Notice is hereby given that the sale of the follow-
ing rents for the year 1844, will be held at the
Cutchery on Monday the 20th instant.

Salt rent of the Jaffoa District

"Toll rent of the Mallagam road

Toll rent of the Point Pedro road

Toll rent of the Savagachery road

Toll rent of the Sangane road

Toll rent of the Colombagamo road

Colombagamo and Kalmoney ferry rent

Panny Ferry rent

Araly Ferry rent
Jaffna Cutchery,
7th Nov. 1841, §
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