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Abbott's LEssoNs on MortALs.

(Adapted to Hindu Readers.)

Lesson IV.-FAITHFULNEss.

The temptation to unfaithfulness is greatest in those duties or services

which are somewhat indefinite in their nature; and it is in these that we

ought to be particularly on our guard. If a teacher should give to a boy,

for a lesson, four examples in arithmetic to perform, and to get the answers

given in the book, and should say that when he had done it, he might go

out to play, it would be a very definite task; and the temptation to unfaith

fulness would be comparatively small. But if he were to give him for his

lesson two pages of a book, and require him to choose out and study all

the difficult words in it, as a spelling lesson, this would be indefinite and

vague, because it is very uncertain, first, how many of the words the boy

would have to consider as difficult words; and secondly, how much he

ought to study them. If the boy was in haste to go out to play, he would

be inuch more likely to slight this lesson than the other. It is generally best

therefore that all commands, and all agreements and contracts, should be

well defined in their nature, and clearly and distinctly expressed. Thus the

temptations to unfaithfulness are lessened.

QUEstroNs on LEsso N. IV.

In what kind of duties is it that the temptation to unfaithfulness is

greatest? What example is given of a distinct and well-defined engage

ment? What example is given of an engagement that would be indefinite

and vague?
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Mr. POOR'S LETTERSTO HIS LATE PUPILs—No. XII.

My YouNg FRIENDs,

Soon after the formation of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions

it was deemed expedient in reference to permanency and efficiency of operation,

to apply to the Legislature of the state ofMassachusetts, for an act of incorpo.

|
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ation,-that the Commissioners might become a body politic—known in law, as

haying chartered rights and privileges “for the purpose of propagating the Gos.

Fºl in heathen lands.” This circumstance gave occasion for agencral discussion

of the merits of Foreign Missions both in the senate and house of representa

tives of the state. It was a matter of some curiosity to hear the sage objections

that were formally urged against an act of incorporation, by those who were

wholly uninterested in the object for which the Board of Commissioners had been

formed. One circumstance connected with the discussions of that period bas rest

ed in my mind to the present time, and may appropriately be made the theme of

my present letter. A member of the legislative assembly, after urging various

objections to the policy of attempting to convert the heathens, before our own

country was thoroughly christianized, pointedly uttered the following sentiment:

“In my humble opinion, we have no more religion in the country than is needed

for home consumption—and certainly none for exportation." To this it was

pertinently replied, that religion is a commodity of such a nature that the more

we export the more we shall have at home. This noble sentiment is in full accord

ance with the maxims of revelation—"there is that scattereth and yet increaseth,and

there is that withholdeth more than is meet and it tendeth to poverty;” “the lib

eral soul shall be made fat, and he that watereth, shall be watercă also himself.”

This principle of the divine government has been in a signal manner illustrat.

ed by God's providential dealings with the American Churches from the first kind.

lings of the foreign missionary spirit to the present time. Though this is a copious

subject. I must Content myself with selecting and concisely stating a few only of

the facts which must be regarded as palpable proofs of the truth of the foregoing
Iemark.

The readiness of theological students to offer themselves as missionaries for

foreign service, occasioned some alarm in the Churches, and gradually roused

the attention of the more influential portion of the community, to the importance

of extraordinary and systematic measures for educating pious young men for the

Christian ministry. Many who were from principle opposed to the foreign mis

sion enterprise, were greatly interested id bringing to light the Inorel destitution

of large sections of the American Union, and in presenting the immediate and

pressing demandsfor a far greater number of Christian teachers than could be found

in the country. This state of feelings, which was an obvious result of the mis

sionary spirit, gave rise to the measure of organizing a society on an extended

scale, for the purpose of educating pious youth, with direct reference to the Chris.

tian ministry. This society was based on the principle, that saving conversion

by the Holy Spirit-athorough education both academical and theological, and self.

consecration to the service of God, for the work of the ministry, are the requisite

qualifications for those who should be sent forth as the heralds of salvation, wheth

er in Christian or in heathen lands. One of the first duties of the directors of this

society was to seek out and receive under patronage, as great a number of youth

of good promise, as to their piety and talents, as could be sustained by the funds of

the institution. In their selections they were not confined to any particular de

nomination of Christians, nor to any section of the country. They freely, but

with systematic efforts and a due discrimination of character and qualifications, be

stowed their patronage upon young men of different Christian communities from

all parts of the United States; a large majority however of the beneficiaries have

been in connection with Presbyterians and Congregationalists. The society at an

early period ºf its existence, obtained great favour in the estimation of the Chris.

tian community, and has received a large share of public patronage. . It was or

ganized in Boston in 1815, and was in the year following incorporated by the le.

gislature of Massachusetts. It was denominated the American Education Society,

“for the purpose of educating pious young men for the gospel ministry." The in

stitution is national in its character, and in the best sense of the term Catholic in

its principles. It is sustained by sixty-three branch sºcieties formed in different

parts of the American Union, but principally within the limits of New England and

the state of New York.

It would be impossible within the compass of a letter, to give you even an epitome

of the history of this society. Tnc following is an extract from the sixth chapter |

of its rules, which treats of the subject “of appropriations” to beneficiaries. Intro.

ductory to this extract, I should observe that according to the regulations of the

society, beneficiaries, who are supposed to have had a common school education,

are required to pass through a nine year's course of instruction, preparatory to

an entrance upon the duties of the sacred office; i. e. two years are allowed for the

preparatory course for entering college.-four years for the scientific course at

college, and three years for the stndy of theology. It was in reference to these three

grades of instruction that the following appropriations are graduated.

1. The amount appropriated to young men under patronage shall be the least

with which they can be carried forward, consistently with health and a thorough

education, after making suitable efforts to assist themselves, and receiving the aid

of other public funds and of friends.

2. The annual amount of appropriations to the young men in the first stage of

education, shall be sixty dollars—fifteen dollars for each quarter; to those in the

second and third stages, eighty dollars, of which twenty dollars shall be appro

priated for each quarter.

3. Appropriations in money shall be made in the form of loans; for which young

men, whether of age or not, shall give their notes, at the time of receiving them,

in the following form.

“For value received, I promise to pay the American Education Society, or cr.

der,— dollars in five years after my preparatory studies for the ministry shall

have been closed with interest from that time."

(Resrdence and date) A. B.

Hence it appears that if a student be entirely dependent on the funds of the

society (which will rarely be the case) for his whole course of study he will incur

a debt of tº0 spanish dollars to be paid within the term of five years from the

time of entering upon protessional duties. Yours truly,

Tillipa!!y .Wozenber 2d, 1843. D. Pook.
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To the Editor of the “Star.”

DEAR SIR,

It is requested to demonstrate that the sum of the squares of the segments

of two chords cutting one another within a circle is equal to the square of

the diameter. W.
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CHRISTIAN.—ºnariñad.

Rules for the Conduct of a Christian Life.

Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion” by Robert Nelson, Esq.

*ſeditate upon the particular Christian virtue you are aiming at

and pray to God for it.—When one has seriously for a long time medi

tated apon a thing and considered its necessity, beauty, and usefulness, it

is more easily loved and adhered to. This is common to virtue, with all

other things that are amiable; and if you often dwell upon the excellency

of any virtue, if you consider its necessity and advantage, the example

of Jesus Christ and the saints that have practised it, you will find it much

more esy tº exercise, whenever an opportunity presents itself to that pur

Pºse. Let therefore the solid virtues i have recommended, be thes bject

of your frequent meditations, for by the vigorous and constant application

of your minds to them, you will find yourself animated to acquire them. to

this, we must join our hearty prayers to God; and in order to be heard,

you must ask with such faith as consists in firmly believing, you shall receive

the thing you desire, when you have performed those conditions, upon

which God has promised to bestow it. You know courage is necessary

to do violence to ourselves, and to overcome the difficulty there is in thº,

practice of religion; and it is from God only we can expect this strength

and assistance, who must often be applied to for the influences of his Holy

Spirit, that we may be able to mortify our passions, and abound in every

virtue.
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The Art of losing a Possession.

Continued from page 210.
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SUMINIARY OF NEWS.

JAFFNA.

Return of Mr. Dyke.—Mr. Dyke arrived in Jaffna on the 1st instant

and has resumed his duties as Government Agent. Consequent on this Mr.

Price resumes his duties as Judge of the District Court at Jaffna, and Mr.

Burleigh returns to the Malagain Court which has been suspended while he

has been acting for Mr. Price, at Jaffna.

Overland Mail.—The Jaffna Packets for the next Overland Mail are

advertised to close on the 12th and 18th inst, at 4 P. M.

COLOMBO.

(Abridged from the Colombo Observer.)

Le G1s1. A rive Cou Ncil.—Friday 15th Sept. After reading the Pro

ceedings of the last meeting the supply ordinance was read a third time and

passed.

The Committee resumed its sitting on the Police Ordinance. The

Queen's Advocate presented the amendment to the 37th clause respectin:

the whitewashing of houses, which was originally proposed by the Govern

ment Agent, Kandy.

This excited a long discussion; it being contended on the one hand—that

such powers were necessary to the Police superintendent to secute the put

lic against the spread of pestilence and other contagious diseases, which

was of greater importance than all the objections that could be urged a

gainst his having such power. On the other hand it was maintained—that

the powers it proposed to give to the Police superintendent were arbitrary

and prejudicial to the rights and feelings of the community.

On being put to vote, the amendment was lost,-His Excellency having

promised to bring forward a separate ordinance, making provision for the

cleansing of towns in cases of pestilential diseases.

The Council adjourned to Thursday the 21st September.

Thursday 21st September.—After hearing the proceedings of the last

meeting, the Council resolved itself into a Committee for the consideration

of the Jury Ordinance. The Petition against the Ordinance, by the vellalas,

which was presented to the Council at its Session on the 12th of Septem

ber, was again read; also counter petitions from the Fishers and Moors. Mir

Stewart was heard as counsel for the vellalas, against the Ordinance. Aſ

ter referring to the wise adaptation of the existing Jury Regulations to

the state of castes and classes amongst the people, and their satisfactory

operation in promoting the ends of justice, he adverted to the contemplate ºf

Ordinance, as one tending to abolish existing distinctions and do violence

to the cherished feelings of the community, and urged against it—first tºe

injury the smalgamation was likely to cause to the social condition, hairs

and feelings of the class for whom he appeared as counsel, and second y

the injury it was likely to cause to the administration of justice. His argu

ment under the first head, if we rightly understand it, was based chiefly ºn

assumptions which probably carried conviction to none but the parties in

terested in his success. Under the second head he contended that the ends

of justice would be defeated, as the Jury when composed of different class

es, would be prevented by the feelings they held towards each other from

having that deliberate and harmonious consultation which is so important

a feature of the Jury system aud so necessary to its success in securing the

ends of justice.

He was followed by Mr Morgan, in opposition, who exposed the evils

of the systein in question and denied the injustice which it had been alleg

ed would be done to the rights and feelings of individuals by the propes ºf

amalgamation. Mr. Stewart replied to Mr. Morgan. The council fixed the

following Thursday for the second reading of the Ordinance.

The Bill providing for the erection of a suspension bridge over the Tala

ta Oya, on the lower road from Kandy to Badulla, was read a second time

—and the third reading fixed for the following Thursday.

The Colombo observer has the following renarks on the proceedings of

the natives in relation to the Jury Ordinance: “It is not surprising to find the

names of the old and prejudiced vellalahs attached to the Petition in favor of

classification, but the philanthropic mind will be pained to learn that the

junior members who have enjoyed the benefits of the more liberal educa

tion afforded in the Colony, and have had constant intercourse with Euro

peans—young men who profess on the maxims of civilization and Christian

ity, to lament the existence of the system, have united in the struggle to in

crease the ſetters of caste.—Their principles were unequal to the trial—

the seed has alas! yet fallen only into stony ground.”

LAHORE.

Since our last intelligence has been received that Rajah Leena Singh who

took possession of Lahore was murdered by Sirda Leena Singh at a confer

ence the two had together —The recent melancholy events at Lahore exer:-

pliſy the unhappy condition of Prince and subjects in a Government not

amenable to law.

To Correspondents.—The Communication from “A Christian” does not

seen called for by the circumstances of “A Native Protestant.” We are

however glad to learn the Letters of the latter have been read with proft.
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NOTICE.

. Notice is hereby given that the sale of the follow

ing rents for the year 1844, will be held at the

Cutchery on Monday the 20th instant.

Salt rent of the Jaffna District

Toll rent of the Mallagam road

Toll rent of the Point Pedro road

Toll rent of the Savagachery road

Toll rent of the Sangane road

Toll rent of the Colombagamo road

Colombagamo and Kalmoney ferry rent

Panny Ferry rent

Araly Ferry rent

Jaffna Cutchery,

7th Nov. 1844. :
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