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Trump's Australian row: [s the US
a liability for Australia?

The airtight alliance betweéen
America and Australia took a bumpy
turn on Wednesday aftera "hostile and
charged" phone conversation was
leaked between US President Donald
Trump and his Australian counterpart,
Malcolm Turnbull, in which the former
reportedly called it his "worst eall by
far" with a foreign leader. Mr Trump
reportedly lambasted Mr Turnbull over
adeal inked by the Obama administration
to resettle up to 1,250 asylum seekers
in the US. Both leaders played down
the encounter, but the leak underscored
a longstanding debate about whether
Australia reliestoo much onits northem
ally in matters of foreign policy and
security. Fora country that is so closels
aligned to the LS. which bolsters its
security, and so geographically important
to China, whicli underpins its prosperity,
the balance is tricky.

M

lmp /www.bbe.com/
Tmmp s telephone un-diplomacy
I'he president told Australia's

leader that an agreement the
Obama administration had
negotiated to admit entry of
more than a thousand refugees
LLII!CHI[} detained in Aualmha
was "the worst deal ever" and
described his conversation with
Mr Turnbull as the "worst call
by far" among those he had
conducted with world leaders
that day.
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@ Donald J, Trump & m

Da you believe it? The Gbama Administration
agread to take thousands of ilegal immigrants
from Austratia, Why? | will study this dumb
deall
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Smmir, (A US judge in Seattle has
issued a temporary nationwide block
on President Donald Trump's ban
on travellers from seven mainly
Mushim nations.)
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