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Record crowds throng Canada’s "Pongu
Thamil"event: Never seen such a crowd

uize 2o hefore, says Canadian M.P.

hat does “Pongu Thamil®

mean? “Pongu” in Tamils
means an upsurge of feeling
or a2 brimming over of emotion.
In the Tamil harvest festival of
Thai Pongal, rice is boiled in an
open hearth as a Thanksgiving to
the"Sun Ged" whe made a good
harvest possible, When the boiling
rice brims over, Tamil children
love chanting “Pongalo Pongal”
“Pongu Thamil™ is a hark back to
the same idea — a brimming over
of Tamil feeling. What happened
at Toronto’s Queens Park on
September 28 was the most
stirring event that was seen in
the West in recent years. "Pongu
Thamil” celebrations were first
organised by the Jaffna University
students in the year 2001. Pongu
Thamil demonstrations have since
been held by the Tamil Diaspora
in several cities in the West.

On the stage at Queen’s Park
Federal NDP leader Jack Layton
stood in front of a giant picture of
a smiling Velupillai Pirabhakaran,
whom he compared to Neison
Mandela, and said the rally
reminded him of an earlier protest
against apartheid in South Africa .
Addressing the estimated 75,000
strong gathering, he said the NDP
planned to_introduce legislation
outlawing racial stereotyping.
“Most important, we will call
on the Government of Canada,
and | call on the Government of
Canada today, to raiseCanada’s
voice and call for the peace talks
to resume”, he said. Another M.P.
Michael Prue said as a Toronto-
born man, he had never before
seen such a vast gathering in that
city before.

“The Government of Canada
has always been in the forefront
of peacemaking, and therefore we
want them to be very involved”,
said Fr.Xavier J.Francis, 786,
speaking to the Toronto Sun. “If
the Tamils and the Sinhalese can

! meet in Oslo, if they can meet in
Japan, why can't they meet in
Ottawa or Toronto, he asked.

A report by TamilNet, dated

| | Sep.28 said:-

Canadian Tamil Radio (CTR)
broadcasters estimated a record

gatherlng of close to 75,000
people at the Pongu Thamil (Tamil
uprising) event at Queens Park
in Toronto Saturday afternoon.
Addressing the Pongu Thamil
gathering, Mr. Michael Prue, MPP
for East York and Beaches said
he has been a politician for 18
years, was born and raised in
Toronto and that he has never
seen a crowd like he saw today in
the history of Queens Park lawn.

Attendees at the event said two
large LCD screens were organized
for the overflow crowd to view the
event.

Mr. Jack Layton, MP and
Leader of New Democratic Party
(NDP) said that stereotyping will
not be tolarated in any form in
Canada. Every citizen has equal
right and has the right of enjoy all
freedom equally and there are no
second class citizens in Canada.
He said he regretted the refusal of
visa for the tamil parliamentarians
who wanted to come to Canada
to participate in this occasion.
He assured he would take up
this matter with the appropriate
authorities.

“By all accounts Pongu Thamil
has displayed growing political
strength of Thamil Canadians
and has eclipsed all previous

avenis,” a senior Tamil activist
told TamilNet correspondent in
Toronto.

Canadian Tamil Students
Association is the driving force
behind this event. “Thousands
of students across the park
clad in yellow T-shirts actively
participated and helped in the
smooth running of the event and
all Tamlis appreciated the efforts
of our youths,” said a caller to the
CTR radio.

The student organizers said that
the Pongu Thamil will urge,

o the Government of Sri Lanka
to recommence immediately
peace talks on the basis of the
Interim Self-Governing Authority
(ISGA) proposal submitted by
the Liberation Tigers of Thamil
Eelam (LTTE) without further
prevarications or conditions.

® the Canadian Government to
pressure the GOSL to take forward
the stalled peace process on the
basis of the ISGA ptoposal, which
has received the mandate of the
Thamil people and the backing of
the international community,

® the Canadian Government
to host the peace talks between
the GOSL and LTTE in Canada
as a practical demonstration of
its support to the peace process,
and

@ ihe international community
1o understand and appreciate the
hopes and genuine aspirations of
the people of Thamil Eelam who
have long been oppressed by
majoritarian Sinhala - dominated
governments.

Toronto Transport Company
(TTC) made special arrangements
for subway trains to run every 3
minutes instead of the usual 5
minutes for the benefit of event
attendees, organizers said,
expressing their appreciation to
the TTC.

The Pongu Thamil celebrations
was broadcast/telecast alive
around the glebe, CTR radio said
that in Toronto area broadcasts
were only available through the
internet from 2pm when the Pongu
Thamil event was scheduled to
begln
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The 50-year old Tamil struggle for Justice & Fairplay:

It has been a case of “Snakes and Ladders” !

hose who are familiar with

the children’s game of
“Snakes and Ladders” will know
what it could mean in real life.
Depending on the luck of the
dice, one could climb ten feet up
the ladder, but at the next throw
could come sliding down the
snake twenty feet below. It is a
game of chance. When one looks
back at the 50-year old Tamil
struggle in Sri Lanka, that too
has been a case of “Snakes and
Ladders” - except that chance
had nothing to do with it. It was a
case of either the Tamil people did
not have the stomach to sustain
that struggle or it was a case of
failure of Tamil leaderships over
the years; possibly one feeding
the other. ‘

Remember the years
immediately preceding independ
ence, when G.G.Ponnambalam
was the unquestjoned Tamil
leader? In an 8-hour powerful
advocacy he pleaded before
the British-appointed Soulbury
Commission for “balanced
representation” in parliament,
with the majority Sinhalese

holding 50 per cent seats and the
minorities consisting of Ceylon
Tamils, Indian Tamils, Muslims.
Malays and Burghers holding
the other 50 per cent. The idea
was, as he rightly feared, the
Sinhalese would otherwise be a
permanent dominant majority
leaving the minorities at their
mercy. History proved him right,
but the Soulbury Commissioriers
rejected the idea outright. But
the mistake Ponnambalam made
was he gave up championing
Tamil rights for a ministerial post
in D.5.Senanayake’s first cabinet.
With that the Tamil struggle lost
its momentum temporarily.

The situation was retrieved
somewhat when men like
S.J.V.Chelvanayakam, Dr.E.M.V.
NaganathanandC.Vanniasingham
broke away from the Tamil
Congress and Mr.Ponnambalam'’s
leadership and formed the llankai
Thamil Arasu Kadchchi (ITAK) in
1949. That came to be known
as the Federal Party, because
it pledged itself “to work
unceasingly for the achievement
of a Tamil state within the Federal

Passing resolutions on
the wave of emotion is
easy, but the problem
was in implementing

them.

framework of a2 united Ceylon”.
That was a big jump in political
thinking because ' the first time
the ldea of a "Tamil state” although
within a united Ceyion. was
articulated publicly. The Federal
Party’s struggle was non-
violent, but long and tortuous.
It lasted for 27 years without
any advancement of the Tamil
struggle, with the position of
the Tamils getting even worse
by the years. Twenty seven years
is & long time in a people’s history
with one generation fading away
giving place to a new.

The Tamil
impatience at the obduracy of the

leadership’s

Sinhalese ruling class led to the
Vaddukoddai resoiution of 1976,
by the newly christened Tamil
United Liberation Front. It was
a brave resolution calling for the
“reconstitution and restoration of
Tamil Eelam”. Passing resolutions
on the wave of emotion is easy, but
the problem was in implementing
them. The bigger mistake was in
campaigning on the issue of Tamil
Eelam at the 1977 elections and
asking the mandate from the Tamil
people for the formation of an
independent Tamil state. It proved
to be more an election “gundu”
than a solemn undertaking. That
was proved soon after when
the new TULF leader Appapillai
Amirthalingam took advantage
of a totally unexpected electoral
accident of becoming the head
of the second largest party in
parliament (the SLFP was reduced
to 8 seats) and went and sat
on the chair of the Leader of
the Opposition in the Sri Lankan
Parliament. He had spurned the
Tamil people’'s mandate for the
luxury and perks of office; a step
which angered not only the Tamil

people but the Sinhalese people
themselves.

The Sinhala hatered turned
aginst him when the government
passed a non-confidence
motion on the Tamil leader
of the Opposition; an event
unprecedented 'n parlimentary
history.

In the history of the Tamil
struggle the ciock was put back
by another twenty odd years
before the Liberation Tigers took
up the people’s mandate through
an armed struggle. It was a clear
example of the Tamil people
slipping down the “snake” in the
political game of “snakes and
ladders” because of the avarice
for office by an *“accredited”
Tamil leader. Had Chelvanayakam
lived at that point of time, he
would not have fallen victim
to Jayewardene’s trickery.The
Tamil people had to wait for the
new millenium to vote the Tamil
National Alliance to power and
restore the mandate the Tamil
voters had given nearly twenty
five years ago !.
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Raising awareness in the West: Tamils begin to
mobilize internationally to expose injustice

Dinesh Rasaih

Thousands or; Tamils attend Pongu Thamil in Canada

Ned Wyss of Los Angeles, USA an
American citizen himself wrote on BBC’s
online Talking point:-

“The ‘war on fterror'
notion.

“l was living in New York City during the
9/11 attacks and educated myself as to the
reasons behind the attack on my city and
country.

“Now | know that terrorism is a direct
backlash from the aggressive actions of
expansionist nations.

“Israel, Russia and the US are to blame
for the radical powers which threaten
civilisation today.

“War begets terrorism and terrorism
begets war.

“Instead of fighting terrorism in an
intelligent way, through espionage, we drop
bombs.

“Unfortunately, we cannot turn back the
clock.

“We've made a mess of things and now
world can never be secure from terrorism.

It is truly sad that a terror attack, which
took more than 3000 innocent lives in New
York, opened the eyes of this American to
become mare aware of what is being done

is a ridiculous

around the world on his name.

Neverthelsss, the western population now
truly cares about the foreign policies of their
governments and what their governments
are doing on their behalf.

One million British anti-war protesters did
not stop Tony Blair declaring war in Irag
but they did stop him from taking them for
granted.

At least they have stopped the next war
in some other country.

Diplomats and the politicians of the West
are used to the habit of going on a free run
using the authority given to them by their
people with regards to foreign policiss.

Usually ordinary citizens of the West
never get to know the dirty politics carried
out in another part of the world on their
names.

Recent out burst of US State department
coordinator for counter terrorism, J. Cofer
Black is a case in point.

During a meeting with journalists this US
official confidently asserted his judgement
that the LTTE is the main factor for United
States, a nation with more than 250 million,
deciding on keeping the LTTE in the terrorist
organization list.

Here are excerpts of how he was quoted

in pro-Sinhala nationalist media.

“One of the aspects of my job is to report
to the Secretary of State and the President
of U.S., groups that should be placed on
the list of terrorist organizations and when
it's appropriate to take them off.

“l want to make it very unequivocal
that the LTTE is one on the list of terrorist
organizations and it will remain on the list
of terrorist organizations and it will remain
on that list as long as the LTTE does not
negotiate in good faith in word and deed in
a very positive way that | will not personally
validate to the Secretary of State and the
President.

He also made it plain that during the peace
time or wartime US will be strengthening
the hands of the Sinhala government in
Colombo.

“We have a good program in place with
the government for these times. Were the
times to change, the United States would
have to reconsider the type of support it
gives.”

But the effects of 9/11, globalization of
Labour market and Internet chat rooms
have probably removed the borders of
the world a bit too much than what the
established states expected.

People are more open to the views from
the other side of the world than they were
before.

Probably that is where the answer lies for
the Eelam Tamils too.

Tamil expatriates are gifted with an
opportunity to become ambassadors of
their suffering people back home,

Three years of ceasfire and continued
patience of the LTTE even when provoked
have created a political space for the Tamils
to challenge the hypocritic policies of the
western governments.

A good start has taken place in Toronto,
Canada.

Thousands of Tamils gathered in Queen’s
Park, Toronto while a local politician
declared the issue of visa refusals for five
democratically elected Tamil MPs from Sri
Lanka to come this event would be taken
up.

Tamil Canadians wili be watchful when
Canadian officials visit the northeast of Sri
Lanka to preach democracy to the Tamils.

While reporting on the event the Toronto
Sun commented:

US State department E:-c)ordin;eltc;}_fsf
counter terrorism, J. Cofer Black

“Organizers and attendants spoke openly
and passionately yesterday about the
allegations of terrorism constantly dogging
the Tamil Tigers, an organization viewed
by the majority of Tamils not as terrorists,
but as freedom fighters representing the
community during the peace process.”

Political mobilization of Eelam Tamils
worldwide could play a crucial role in
restricting the anti-Tamil elements
embedded in western foreign policy
establishments from strengthening the
hands of the Sinhala state in Sri Lanka far
too much.
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SO POSH...
WE PUSHED

A. Anandan

Quite homely

landed here in the UK at my
llate teens some twenty odd
years ago when there were about
ten thousand odd of Tamils who
had arrived in the UK by then. it
was such a joy for me to meet a
friend of mine frorn Vaddukkodai
Jaffna College. We telephoned
each other a week in advanced
and arranged to meet near the
East Ham tube station. We were
so happy to have the company
of a fellow Tamil person. There
was at-least one well established
Tamil shop in East Ham where
we could rent Tamil videos and
buy some Tamil food items so
we decided to rent a house in
East Ham and set up our home
there having fled from our beloved
homeland. It was our attempt at
getting as close as possible to a
Tamil community set up in the UK
where we could identify ourselves
with some people of our own
kind.

East Ham Temple was in its
infancy so was the Emmanuel
Tamil Christian Fellowship; two
places of worship which not cnly
served the spiritual needs of those
who gathered periodically but also
the community aspects of their
lives too. We found solace in such
a welcoming warm places which
was just then emerging from the
dark old days of racial harassment
from skin-heads and their likes.

| was totally confused when |
met a well respected. relative of
mine who at that time came out
with an astonishing remark as
he exchanged some pleasantries
with me at a social function. He
had come over to London In the
late 1970s. He having discovered
that | had chosen East Ham as
my place of aboard frowned at

Should look back

that thought and said with an
adopted English accent “gosh
how do you cope in such a place,

there are so many Sri-Lankans
settling up there and there are

| wife and my young children so

so many foreigners”. He shocked

~ me sven more when he stated
“you see | have decided te move

out to the country side with my

that they can grow up in a more

* posh environment”. These words

stayed in my mind for quite a
long period, but my friend and |
decided to stay put in East Ham
enjoying our weekly meetings with
the ever increasing number of
Tamils to the area.

It was glorious days of happiness
for us. We were sharing a house
with five other Tamil friends, we
bought all our provisions at the
local Tamil shops and built on the
strength of a Tamil community
feeling that evolved all over
London. We revelied in the joy of
cooking food items as close as
possible to those we enjoyed back
home, in speaking Tamil amongst
ourselves, in being able to worship
in Tamil as a community.

Itwas a pleasant surpriseto meet
this gentleman who had chosen
to meve out of our community
all those years ago recently at a
Tamil sports festival. He had aged
somewhat and to my surprise he
even started his conversatiaon with
me in Tamil. After some courteous
words even before | enquired he
lamented that both his children
had chosen to marry outside our
community. His wife had stopped
cocking Tamil food items in their
countryside residence. He and
his wife had been so taken up in
all the so called posh life that they
got totally cut off from the Tamil
community activities. They had
been working so hard day and
night earning to provide for their
kids' private education, piano,
ballet, elocution and cother classes
that they did not have the time to
mingle with their own kind.

As he learned that | am a father
of young children he imparted
some choice words of wisdom
which | wish to share with all|
trough this column. He said “see |
my wife | thought we were so
posh we ended up pushing our
kids away from 'us”.

‘Thileepan rememberance day

observe

The final day of the seventeenth
death anniversary of a senior
leader of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelamm (L.TTE) Lt. Colonel
Thileepan was observed Sunday
throughout Jaffna district. The
main event was held Sunday
morning at Nallur Kandasamy
Temple premises where Lt Colonel
Thileepan passed away after two
weeks fasting unto death putting
forward five demands to the Indian
Government.

“The life of Lt.Colonel Thileepan
proves that we are not war-
mongers. Even now we are
firmly committed to a negotiated
peaceful resolution based on the
Interim Self Governing Authority
(ISGA). ISGA proposals gives the
Sri Lanka government yet another
chanceto move towards a solution.
Tamil community would be forced
to take a decision to asseri its
right of self-determination thus
ensuring self-rule in our traditional
homeland if the GOSL failed to
commence talks based on the
ISGA," said Mr.llampairithi, Jaffna
district LTTE political head in
address at the public meeting
held at Nallur Kandasamy Temple
premises, Jaffna sources said.

Mr. llamparithi said “the political
scenario of the country would
have been different now if the
five demands put forward by
Lt.Colonel Thileepan had been
accepted seventeen years ago
by the Government of Sri Lanka.
Currently two strong militaries exist
and the international community
has accepted this reality. We are

d in Vanni & Jaftha

Tamil National Leader pays tribute to Thileepan and Shankar

continuing to build our military
strength, enhance our political
infrastructure and improve our
peoples economic welfare."

“In 1987, Minister of Internal
Security Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali
said a ceasefire could be signed
only between two countries and
askedthat LTTE does notrepresent
a courtry. After seventeen years
the current situation in Sri Lanka
answers this question because of
our military and political strength,”
Mr.llamparithi added.

The ceasefire dgreement is still
in force because the Sri Lankan
government and international
community recognize our military
strength, said Mr.llampairithi. The
dream of Lt.Colonel Thileepan
would become a reality if the GOSL
falled to understand our demand
for the establishment of the [SGA,
Mr. llamparithi stressed.

Ms Vethanayagi Shanmuga
lingam, mother of LTTE martyr
Major Kannan lit the flame
of sacrifice at the Thileepan
memorial in  Nallur and
inaugurated the final day event.
Mr.S.Selvakumaran, President
of Jaffna University Students
Federation and Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) parliamentarian
Mr.M.K.Eelaventhan garlanded
the memorial. Thereafter the
photographoflLt.Colonel Thileepan
was taken in a procession from
the memorial site to the place in
Kandasamy temple where Lt. Col.
Thileepan spent his last days.

(Courtsey Tamilnet)
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KIDSSLILLIT

Cheran Gobiratnam

In a farm there was a scarecrow in the middle
of the field. This scarecrow was very sad. He was
sad because none of the animals played with him.
The animals were horrified at him. The scarecrow
everyday watched the animals cheerfully play
along.

One winter day the snow was all over the farm.
The scarecrow was looked like a snowman. The
animals played with the snowman unaware it was
the scarecrow. The scarecrow was very worried
because the snow was going to melt. Once it
had melted they were no longer friends with the
scarecrow who was sad again!

In the night the animals gathered up and cried, “
| can’t believe we played with him. But the chicken
pointed out wisely “ Even though he was not the
snowman he was a friendly chap.”

The next morning all the animals then went up

The Lonely Scarecrow |

to the scarecrow and cried, “We are all sorry for | |
being very unpleasant will you forgive us”. The
scarecrow put a huge grin on his face and happily
cried “ Yeah.” And they all became friends. ‘

The End

Moral- You can’t judge people by their look.
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CHILDREN’S DAY-OCTOBER 1st - ELDER’S DAY

To-day, Friday, 1st of October
is the Children’s Day in some
countries. A youngster could use
this day to speak up for his or her
right. He may also voice for the
sake of those children who do not
have the same privileges as the
children living here.

Parents can speak to their
children about the less fortunate
children who are back at home
numbering more than 30,000.
Surely that would be good deed
for the day!

Children’s Day is for all who
are under the age of 18 years as

the UN states. This day is also
Elder’s Day. Please make this day
meaning full. |
Every child deserves this one |
thing: a fair chance in life. '
The universal Children's Day
falls on 20" of November.

Why not enter

our colouring
competition? Simply
colour me in and
send it to Oru Paper
and you could be
the lucky winner of a /i
water colouring kit.

The winner will be
published in the
next issue.

L.ast week's
winner, Lenusha
Ananthakumar
(Age 10) from
Perivale, Harrow,
has won a water
colouring kit.
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Dear Kids!
Got a taste of your page! Didn't you? Please help us to keep this
going by sending us your sugestions contributions and ideas.

Thankyou! . .

Kids Paper
45'B' Crusoe Road, Mitcham, CR4 3LJ

Why didn't God make two Yogi Bears?
Because He made a Boo Boo!!

Which creature makes the best sandwich?
The peanut butter and Jelly Fish!!

What do you call Frosty the Snowman in May?
Puddle!!

Why are baby’s so good at basketball?
Because they’re experts in dribbling!!

Which place has the most pencils?
Pencil-vania!!

How does an octopus go into battle? \
Well Armed!!

What is big, white, fury, and found in the out
back of Australia? A very lost Polar Bear!!!

What do you call a snowman going down a hill ‘
on a snowbcard in the summer-time?
A Meltdown!!!

Why did the computer stay home from school?
Because it had a virus!!!

Submitted by: Anto Francispragasam
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CHESS

Rajeevan Subramaniam

Today we are going to learn the
world’s most popular game of skill.
This game of chess is not merely an
idle amusement. By playing chess
we can acquire many valuable
qualities of the mind which are
useful in the course of our life.

Planning, foresight, caution and
circumspection are some of those
great qualities, we are going to
develop. Please be In the company
of your Appah and or Ammah or
even the grown up Annas and
Accas with you.

First we are going to look at
the board. it can be an expensive
wooden one or a cheap plastic
one. It is better to have a fairly big
one to begin with.

The beard is the battle field for
the game of war. it consists of
64 squares set as eight rows of
eight.

Now let us get ready to play!

To place a board ready to start a

game there is only one important

BISHOP

KNIGHT

rule to be cbserved.

“There must always a white
square in the right hand corner”.
Remember,” White on the Right”

Now, in keeping with the martial
tradition from which chess drives,
the squares running from West to
East are referred to as ranks.

The squares going South to
North are known as files.

Those crossing the board
diagonally are called diagonals.

Let us now look in more detall

at the Individual pieces and the |

moves they make.

With the exemption of the knight
all the pieces move along either
ranks, files or diagonals.
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Together we can beat a bully!!

Bullying happens to anyone.
8 out of 10 peaople once in their
whole lives have been to a point
where they are bullied.

Celebrities like Radio 1 DJ Sara
Cox, Jo from 8 Club 7, and former
England football captain Gary
Lineker were all bullied at school.
Normally people are bullied at
school because of their culture,
skin colour or how you act in
school or what you look like.

Since 1999 the government
has made an anti- bulling policy.
Things you shouldn’t do is
fighting a bully which will get you

into trouble or reacting angry or
upset, if you show a “ | do not
care” face they will not bully you.
You should tell a person like your
Appa and Amma to help you in a
bulling situation.

You can get advice from
Childline: Telephone 0800 1111
- free advice line

Kidscape: Telephone 020 7730
3300 - free advice and bookiets

Or visit their websites given
below.

hitp://www.kidscape.co.uk
http://www.childline.co.uk

THE COLD WAR

After World War Two, the
superpowers grew wary or tired
of each other. Both stockpiled
nuclear weapons in a “Cold War”
- a war of threats and politics,
rather than direct conflict.

The world was divided into
two camps during the Cold
War. Soviet weapons pointed
at Western Europe The US
surrounded the Soviet Union with

weapons placed in many other
countries,

Soon both sides had so many
weapons that if either started
global war, their own people
would perish along with their
enemies.

In 1987 Mikhail Gorbachev
signalled and end to the Cold War
when he spoke of a "comman
European Homeland".

'STAR SPOTLIGHT
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Stephen Harmison

Full Name: Stephen James
Harmison

Born: October 23, 1978,
Ashington, Northumberfand

County: Durham
Country: England.

Test debut: v India, 2002
Nottingham

ODI debut: v Sri Lanka, 2002
Brisbane

Batting Style: Right Hand Bat
Bowling Style: Right Arm Fast
Brother: Harmison, BW:
Brother: Harmison, J;

By Mahison Gobiratnam (Age 13) |
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| Digital Audio Broadcast (SAB) radio
Sky Channel 935

Online: www.spectrumradio.net
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Once Again
Mrs Yoga Thillainathan's Radio
¥ On the Air

This time on Digital Channel "Spectrum"

If you tune into "Spectrum" in your DAB Radio,
you can listen this programme

everyday from 6.000.m to 8.00 p.m.

Beguns on 24th October 2004

You can also listen on SKY Channel 935

and on Internet:

www.spectrumradio.net

Do you like to be a Tamil/English presenter?

Please contact Mrs Yoga Thillainathan.
(Training will be provided.)

For your programme contributions and
advertisements please call on - 3
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EELAM SHOP

399 Lewisham High Street, Lewisham

020 8690 6545

Raja & Co
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Administrators of Oaths
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Import & Export
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MD, Lanka Soya,
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Tin Fish, Dry Fish

80 Markhouse Road
Walthamstow
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Nagulan Sivathasan

| am not at all a teen. Suddenly
we found that our columists are
either. abroad or too busy with
work. So we took the opertunity
to draw your attention to an
itching problem in our socity.
Please speak up. We want {o
listen to you!

This is happening in our
Tamil society and it is high time
something is done to arrest it. In
our tradition, or culture, always
there have been arranged and
lpve marriages.

The love after marriage has
been the basis of good family life.
Duty towards each other ‘give
and take' policies sharing ‘ups
and downs’ in daily life, are the
strong points in good family lives.
Our parents, rich or poor, have
the great reputation of bringing
up great children, whether in the
field, back home or elsewhere.
‘Oruvanukku oruthy’, 'a woman
for a man’ has been the theme of
our life. For our children, ‘There
is no better place of worship
than ones mother and no wisdom
greater than what is learnt from
ones father.

Now we see, marriages among
the so mentioned educated, or
rather those who have passed
out of the universities and holding
good carriers, don’t last. . Most
start with pomp and rejoicing
and end within six months in
divorce. How come the pathetic
situation,! In any society which
has an identity and tradition, the

divorce should remain very much
exception..

Our society seems to be
accepting the situation and are
pretending not to be interested
and happy only to gossip about,
blaming the aother party. Divorce
is only acceptable to the
impossible union of two pesople
tormented by the pain of living
together. In this modern world we
don’t want any married lady even
to suffer with the thought that It
is better to share the hell than to
live alone.

At least some of us are worried
about the situation and shocked
io come to the conclusion that
the reasons are absurd and could
very well have been prevented. It
is very sad to know that mostly,
the parents are to be blamed.

Let the elders speak first.
Families have quarrels and is
a healthy thing. The domestic
quarrels where according to some

great observer, “two colluding ‘

and interwoven freedoms size
up the situation and test each
other”, sometimes helps io
resoive a situation. For some
people it revitalises desire and
ends in reconciliation, “between
the sheets”.

Although we all like to have
the last word, it is wise to end a
quarrel before it is too late and
allow the partner to save face.
A couple has a better chance of
survival if they avoid saying things
which are humiliating and should

Arranged - Marriages;
Love - Marriages....... Divorce.

be left “unsaid”. They recognise
the signals when the other is
trying to cool the situation down.
The essential thing is to maintain
mutual respect and keep a good
opinion of each other. It is no use
expecting too much , or making
impossible emotional or material
demands. By listening to each
other, by trying to understand
each other we learn to negotiate
and therefore to overcome
problems to accept each other as
we are. The family pact that lasts
is constantly being renegotiated.
So where is the real problem.

Are you a British Asian,

a Sri Lankan
or a Tamil?

How do you classify yourself?

Can we pigeon ourselves in to
a narrow band such as British
Asian? But as a British Asian we
could be Nepalese, Indonesian,
Pakistani or Sri Lankan. As a Sri
Lankan you could be a Sinhalese,
a Tamil, a Burger or a Muslim. As a
Tamil you could be from Sri Lanka,
India, South Africa or Singapore.
As a British are you white, coffee
coloured or black?

Does it really matter who you
are? Is it not where you feel
comfortable and taking the best of
all the worlds we live in? But when
it comes to equal opportunity

documents in application forms
it matters to the person collecting
the statistics.

There are those young Tamils
who do not speak a word of
Tamil but feel strongly about
being a Tamii. Others have done
arangetrams and training in Tamil
cultural activities been to Tamil
school but see themselves as
British or even English.

If you have thought about what
ethnic classification you come
under and have any thoughts
share with us your opinion.

write to: info@ourpaper.com

Wedding Anniversaries

It is a wide-spread tradition in
the west for couples to celebrate
their wedding anniversary, either
quietly together or among family
and friends. They give or receive
presents which vary according
to the length of time that they
have been married.

This can range from the “paper
or (cotton) wedding”(one year) to
the “diamond wedding” (sixty
years) with stages along the
way, and variations depending
upon the country, linking the
value of symbols to the length of
the union, as if to underline the
value of stable marriage.

Other anniversaries most
frequently  celebrated are
“wooden” {five years), “tin” (ten),
“crystal” or “porcelain”(fifteen),
“sliver" (twenty-five), “golden”
(fitty) and very rarely “platinum”
(seventy) and “oak” (ninety).

| AN EXPERIENCE OF LIVING & WORKING IN VANNI

Life goes on . . .

Please give me an injection! -

' Shiamala Suntharalingam

| In 2003, | lived and worked in
Kilinochi, this is the continuation
of my experience.

Within 48 hours of being in
Kilinachchi, | had met with the
- Director of Tamil Eelam Health
Services, the staff at Centre for
Health Care the local health NGO
and we as a team had started our
mobile clinic. Our team project
co-ordinator was an Aussie Tamil,
Nithian and without his logistical
help much of the clinic work
would not have been possible.
Initially we saw up to 200 patients
each morning and had run out
of many of our supplies so after
Mr Akashi the Japanese Peace
Envey had seen our work we put
on hold our clinics until adequate
| supplies and a routine had been
organised. | was the only doctor
with a team of 4 Japanese Nurses,
2 local Tamil Nurses, 2 drivers and
a f{ranslator. My Japanese was
ziich and Tamil was basic. The
Japanese nurses new very little
English and no Tamil — but we all
managed and ended up learning
a bit of each others languages.

We undertook 3 morning
clinics, travelling to 3 different
villages each day and setting up
a clinic in either a bombed out
cinema, a village headman’s hut
| or borrowing a newly built nursery
school. We travelled 1 hour of
each morning to get to clinics but
the villagers would have to travel
longer to get to the local hospital
in Kilinochchi and many only had
their feet or a bicycle as modes
of transport. As our routine was
set people knew in advance we
would be there each morning and
many would be patiently waiting
in the morning heat. Some walked
3-dkm carrying their children.
In contrast with the possible
45patients plus one home visit
a day | was doing in London |
| was seeing up to 200 patients
each morning. The drivers would
| register each patient and give
| them a record sheet and undertake
| basic measurements of height and
weight. The nurses would then do
| BP and temperatures and then
again they would wait patiently
to see me. Many of the problems
that were presented were basic
}primary care problems we see
. the world over! Cough, URTI’s,
| backache, head aches, diarrhoea,
wounds etc. Yes we had the
‘ acute asthmatic, the myocardial

infarction, the colles fracture who
| refused to go straight to hospital

as she had to tie up her goat!
And the many anaemic women
and children, stunted children and
underweight infants.

There were many occasions |
really wondered what was | really
doing to help? But the listening
to their problems appeared to be
enough for many. One elderly lady
often came with vague symptoms
of aches pains, headaches but
when checked there was no
physical findings, but when
enquired as to whether she could
be depressed and have worries
she admitted o not sleeping as
she was worried about her son
who had been arrested by the Sri
Lankan Army in 1990 (this was a
true heart-sink patient). She still
did not know his whereabouts,
whether he was alive or not.
Maybe just listening to her
problems gave her some relief
- what more couid | do?

| realised while working on this
mobile clinic that patients are the
same whether here orthe UK. Even

when there is access to health care
professionals, adeqguate hospitals
and medication available for free
for those who cannot afford.
People even in Northern Sri Lanka
still think that as doctors we have
some rnagical cure for all their
ailments, is it not the-same with
our patients in the UK!, they still
need education, and antibiotics
are not the panacea for all illsl.
One thing that was different in Sri
Lanka was the expectation that
an injection was better than a
tablet — may be a little pain with a
needle does have a huge placebo
effect! Or does it cause a release
of endorphins?

To be continued
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A Little Island

Sunthari Shanmugavadivel

small town in Sri Lanka. |

have got five brothers and
two sisters and | am the youngest
in our family, Two sisters, then five
brothers then me. | used to copy
my brothers whatever they did. |
played football, climbed in trees,
played fighting games, police and
thief catching games. Hide and
seek, cricket, pillow fights. | can't
remember that | ever played with
adoll.

Every thing was so wonderful
until 1977. In 1977 there was a
communal riots in Colombo. The
only peaple | knew there were my
uncle and aunt who had a house
in Colombo, They had fled from
there and came to live in Jaffna
where lots of Tamil people live.
In the evening often people visit
each other houses and talk about
the present situation in Sri Lanka.
Now my brothers and me played
army and boys games. The Tamil
people call them “Our boys” but
the government newspapers call
them “Terrorist”.

Now | am a teenage qirl, there
is a new army camp near to every
town. Every time where we go to
school we have to pass the army
camp. Some times they ask for
our ID cards. We always carry
our |ID cards. It was becoming
more important than anything.
Within six months, it looked like
we couldn’t go anywhere without
an ID card. It had become a good
reason to arrest you, and keep
you for several days in the camp
or jail and detention without trial
was going up to two years. It's
made hell of anxiety to the close
ones.

We talk about before Christ and
after Christ in the same way |
can say befare the age of twelve
and after twelve. The village,
the town, the island all totally
changed. Now there is no night
show in the cinema, no evening
classes, no night shop. All parties
and fun have to end before five
o' clock. .

| recently read a UN Commission
on Human Rights Report. It says
“Sri Lanka second after Iraq on a
list of countries where people have
‘disappeared’ in armed conflict.
While Irag cannot account for

Iwas born in Valvettitural, a

16,248 citizens, Sri Lanka has
12,108 missing people.”

My memories are still alive
it's looks like it was happened
yesterday. Yes, and eventually
the army started to have night
patrol and walking through every
lane and road. If they suspected
anyone they took with them to
the camp. And the next morning
the parents or relative would go to
camp and cry loud and bring back
them. Some time they weren't
allowed them to see. The worst
thing was that some time they told
them we didn't catch your son or
daughter. That was horrible. My
mum was so afraid to send my
brothers anywhere. In the night,
pecple switch off lights at six,
seven o'clock, and talked quietly.
In the midnight whenever the
army come out from the camp,
we knew that from the dogs. All
the dogs were barking whenever
they smelt the army movements,
My dad forgot to tie my dog one
day. We found them shot dead
next morning. My dad didn’t eat
anything that day. We were very
sad. My elder brother got really
angry. He said to my mum he
would have to do something for
that. In the evening | heard that
my mum had spoken to my uncle
to send my brother any where
away from the island. She showed
her jewellery to my uncle and told
me go to my friend’s home and
play there. | wasn't in a mood to
go anywhere but | went.

When | was Twenty-two years
old. So many things had happened.
There were so many changes in
my home, and my Town. Two
of my sisters have got married.
Three of my brothers have gone
abroad, | was my final year at uni.
The Srilankan army had withdrawn
their position. Now Indian Peace
Keeping Forces (IPKF) were
occupying the camps.

Theré were a few differences
between Sri Lankan army and
.RK.F. They were look very dirty,
| think because they were trained
to fight on the boarders of India.
They carried a roti in their pocket
and ate them when they were
on patrol. They spoke Hindi all
the time. Only the high-ranking
officers knew good English and

they learned to know few Tamil
words as well. They always said
that “each of you have a house,
a well and enough money to live
on, what is your problem?” They
seemed not to understand our
fundamental problems.

They were fearful about land
minds. So they avoid using the
normal route and instead of that
they were cutting peoples’ fences
and went through other peoples’
own land, houses and gardens.
Rape, gang rape, rape in custody
all became familiar words. Young
girls and women terrified to have
a bath on their own at the well.
| stayed most of my time in the
University hostel.

insecure. The army came out for

patrol; | rushed to wear my mum'’s |
sari, removed the hair pelts, and

put some cooking oil on the face.
Make myself look older and not
attractive at all. If | was to meet
face to face with the army then |
make my shoulders inward, so it
make my chest go bit inward as
well, so my appearance look not
smart.

| often though it was ridiculous
and | should fight for my rights,
but | never did.

Now, | am not geing to be afraid
io see a pool of blood. | am not
going to be fear to see a half
burning or severely wounded bare
human body. It all happened on
that day. After that | felt empty. My
heart felt full of air. No feeling ...No
tears. It was happened after that
three days. Massacre of civilians
at Valvettiturai by the IPKF on
2nd,3rd,4th of Auguest 1989.
There was a gunfight between
the rebels and the Indian army
patrol near the market sguare on
the 2nd of August 1989 about
11.00am. In which six Indian
soldiers were killed and eleven
were injured. | heard quite a lot of
gunfire. Then it was quite for two,
three hours. Then again we heard
gunfire, blaring, thick smoke. The
army personnel were everywhere.
People were running like a rat
race. Those three day were very
long days in my life. Fifty-two
bodies were found. My mum and
me look for my brother. We haven't
seen him for three days. Went lane
by lane and road-by-road went
closer to each body and pray
the God please don't let me see
him like that. There was army

Whenever | |
came home for the weekend, | felt |

had burnt down lois of houses. ‘

My sister house, all the furniture

become a handful of ash, they
used a powder like potassium to
burn them easily. | was really lived
in a ghost town. It is never going
to be the same again.

| was very sorry about my nieces
and nephews. They were very
small. They were all born after
1981. They never saw a peaceful
country. Their childhood was gone
without much fun. | hope they are
going to see the little island in
peace one day.
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Qualify for a

Better Tomorrow
Train with the experts!

We conduct classes for beginners and the professional.

Beginners

Computer Basics - Office Tools

Professional Demgn Tools

Qualify in any of these design tools in a Short period
and start your new profession.

Graphic Design:
Photoshop - Illustrator - Indesign
Quark Xpress - Graphics for Print

Web Design

HTML - Dreamweaver - Fireworks
Flash - Swish - On-line Presentations

Fit into our flexible time table, We also conduct one
to one training for all professional design tools.

SUfD Gueid D FlfhulsEnL et
paaiey Ssmfleomr ud geod Fpiurer g ansowb

ogltiuenl. seansfl oipfle, Bevemwusiensoulied Gmisd

Benamug s6m DienDNLY, QDTS Gouen v gy smem

Qemflsbamt ur. Gpalser

Bl%é’TeCh@ Pro Ti'aining

107 Rushey Greea - Catford - Lodon SEG 4AF
Phone: 020 8265 2112
Mobile: 07780978027

X=-Mass Cavd Competition
2004

‘“give a helping hand”

| The cards will be printed and sold in
| aid of Vanni Institute of Medicine,
| Dentistry and Health Care Studies
| Phase 1 Building: Library, Learning
ii Centre and Lecture Theatre. This is
| an Institute to train Primary Care
| medical and dental students and |
paramedics. At present students
are learning under a tent with very
few facilities. MIOT have already
advanced £10,000 for the builiding.

MIOT Youth Forum are launching an X-mass card competition and this
years title is “give a helping hand”. All designs should be on A4 paper
and submitted to us by Oct 16th MIOT Youth Forum, ¢/o 7 Brangwyn
Crescent, Merton Abbey, London, SW19 2UA. There is no age limit and
senior artists are welcome to submit designs on this theme. 6 designs will
be selected by the Youth Forum Committee and each winner will recieve
an Art and Design pack.

Please put on hold buying your X-mass/ Thai pongal Cards as they can be
purchased through MIOT.

The Medical Institute of Tamils (MIOT) is a registered UK charity Any
donations to MIOT are tax deductable through Gift Aid. Our current
projects are Jaffna Renal Dialysis Unit, Vanni Institute of Medicine,
Dentistry and Health Care studies. Sponsorship of Medical students at
Jaffna, Faculty of Medicine. A Primary Care Education, Research and
Training Centre is to be set up in Jaffna. In the eastern district a Children’s
home for girls is supported by Northern MIOT.

The Medical Institute of Tamils (MIOT) is a registered [/K. charity.
Registration No: 1066824.

www.miot.org.uk
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2. Sri Lanka Tamil parents seek
suitable partner for their son, 29
years, 5'8” employed in UK.
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14. Jaffna born professional,
26 years, British PR holder,
tall and lean seeks educated
modern bride with traditional
values; initially with the intention
of knowing each other to be
followed by usual formalities.
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2. We are seeking a suitable
partner to our sister (33, 5'4")
who is an X-ray technician in
Jaffna.

3. GFsisnaulst BpsEn SO
15113 000 T 1 0 0 O ¥ S 5 £ | O
FConaliacnsd® HGhS (OIS
Lon 6 gu6T L a6l B mb @I
Flzrmgen  CHHE s 1968
Uphs  awhs Csmmpil  Beauty
Parlour 60 Gsuemeu GFuiLlsamm.
19754410 syemip Umbs @Esmenis
FBmnif) BA,BCOM L&l
gdflfigre  ueelyfiemmi.

4. Parents seeking Groom for

their 28 years old, 5’ 4" Jaffna
born daughter with British
Nationality. She is a graduate in
computar science and employed
in London. Correspondence are
welcomed from Sri Lankan Tamils,
living in UK or in Sri Lanka, who
are academically or professionally
qualified. She is bilingual, her
hobbles bharatanatyam, veena
and cooking.
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SEND 2 TEA CHESTS TO CHENNAI AND

Just Remember!
COCHIN FOR £75

Closing every Saturday
Sailing every Wednesday
Goods will be in Colombo within 18 days

SEND 3 TEA CHESTS TO SRI LANKA AND
GET THE 4TH ONE FREE

GoOhHs aFRan HonGs GFma
8 LAT @&TLIY e §hmiaem

020 8888 8787

Fax: 020 8889 5445 email: tricont@btclick.com

Trico International Shipping Ltd.
Unit DO11 - Wood Green Business Centre,

Clarendon Road, Wood Green

London N22 6XJ
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South London’s Reptutable

Motoring Centre
*Servicing  *Overhauls
*Clutches *Car electrical
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UNIGLOBE EXCHANGE

BUREAU DE CHANGE
TRAVEL AGENTS

GLOBAL VIDEO&TELCOM

CALL SHOP and VIDEO CLUB
LOW COST INTERNATIONAL CALLS

TAMIL, HINDI VHS and DVD FILMS
RENTING and SALES
VHS TO DVD TRANSEER

WE BUY AND SELL FOREIGN CURRENCIES

NO COMMISSION / BEST RATES

WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFERS

BEST RATE FOR SRI LANKA & INDIA WITHIN 24 HRS
= SERVICE

BETTER RATE TO SRI LANKA, NO COMMISSION

-
Th
=
g

230D NORTHOLT ROAD
SOUTH HARROW
MIDDLESEX HA2 8DU

TEL: 0208 423 7744
FAX: 0208 423 8695

230B NORTHOLT ROAD
SOUTH HARROW
MIDDLESEX HA2 8DU
TEL: 0208 423 9988

exchange & travel

UNIGL
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Main agent for Qatar Airways 4

QATAR AIRWAYS dapbn:

COLOMBO RETURN

£339.

We deal with all major airlines
For all the best fares to Sri Lanka, India, Far East
and all other worldwide destinations

| Please ring
020 8665 0206
www.linkair.co.uk
Linkair Travels Lid, 361 London Road, Crovdon CRO 3PB

Baifson L FHRDBOTAT VBHOUTLIIBHT,
BERTTLEOUTLIBHT, HEaTTLEATTESD Bensosir
* ' wrayd

MP3, AUDIO CD,CASSETTE @8uaiis§s suispibessiarsnd.

alrfzay lpcvs Ealarle

Vahizan Disc World
52B Ealing Road, Wembley

|| . 020 8902 8828
il Vmpyv Video Ltd
537 High Road, Wembley

020 8902 5055

Sel up 1o 10% off From our online s

vahizan.com

Email: sales@vahizan.com
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l

specidl rates for all hotels & package FIC

Sri Lanka, Maldives, Dubai & India

£50

COLOMBO

Retlr per person

- JAFFNA

callnow for the fares toNs
Colombe &3l other World wlde
destinations

www.ucanfly.co.uk

Y

STi lﬁﬂk&ﬁ Premiere travel agents

136 Kenton Road
Harrow Middlesex HA3 8AZ
[T] D20 8907 6969

TIME

TOURS

M

ABTA

IATA

208/210 Tooting High Street | 432, Alexandra avenue
Tooting, London SWI7 0SG | Harrow HA2 9TW
[T] 0208 767 0000 [T]020 8429 8333
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uwdr uBSHw Gear uwar Hasb Phone card
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INTERNATIONAL CALLING CARD

agoiiay. wdiey, Hifipore Smaoriy

For 24 Hour FREE customer care 0800 989 0000 | For details Visit www. AScommunication.com
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