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@ The Pen and the Gun (£10.00)

Selected political writings by veteran journalist
| | S.Sivanayagam. The authar was founder-editar of
¢ | the Jaffna based Saturday Review, Tamil Nation and
| Hot Spring. His forthcoming book Is titled Sij Lanka:
Witness to History. A journalist's memoirs 1930-
2004. : :
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Agonies & Aspirations (25.00)
| Key Facets of the Tamil struggle by the committed
priest Dr. S.J.Emmanuel. Dedicated to Mamanithar
Kumar G.G.Ponnambalam.
The author, former Vicar General of the R.C. Church
| of Jaffna, was a long time professor of dogmatic
<oee | theology.
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The Chief Editor
ORU PAPER

Dear Editor, Recently | came
across your “Oru Paper” datedi7™
September, and | was drawn to it
because of its bilingual character.
The advent of Oru Paper on British
soil combining both the richness of
the ancient Tamil language and the
universality of the English language is
a boon to readers. Please accept my
cengratulations. Long live Oru Paper!

My mother tongue is Tamil, but I am
also conversant in Burmese, English,
and in addition Hindi, Urdu and
Malayalam. By the way, | welcome
your editorial — “Mother India or Step-
mother Delhi”. It brings out the truth
of the role played by India in respect
of Tamil Nadu and in particular the
Eelam Tamils in the land of Ceylon.
| enclose a verse in quatrains titled-
The Truth of Mother India, as a result
of the inspiration | got after reading
your sfriking editorial. Please accept
my cheque for £15 as the annual
subscription, but do not mail the
issues. | will come and collect them
fortnightly.

A.Razack
Harold Road
Crystal Palace

(Editor's Comment. Thank you
Mr.Razack for your kind interest in
Oru Paper and your compliments. We

regret we had to edit your letter for
brevity and want of space.)
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A Game of Political Chess !

That is what is going on in Sri Lanka today.

How many of our readers - the
young, the teens, the adults -
know the game of chess? How
many of our readers happened
to look at the introduction to
the game given by Rajeevan
Subramaniam on Page 13 In the
last issue of “ORU FAPER”? |f
you haven’t learnt the game yet,
learn it here and now, because
it is only a knowledge of chess
that will help you to understand
the nature of politics in Sri Lanka
today.

VP versus CBK

Let’'s look at the map of Sri Lanka
and imagine the country from
Point Pedro in the north to Point
Dondra in the deep south. Think
of it as a vast chessboard. There
are the two players seated on
either side pondering over every
move. Seated on the northern
end of the board is Velupillai
Pirabhakaran (VP)} Opposite
him is Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga.(CBK). VP has been
on the chess table for more than
twenty years now, facing several
opponents over the years, starting
with a wily old fox called JR, but

defeating every opponent he has
faced. What is the secret of his
becoming a Chess champion?
We will tell you why.

Chess is really a game of war.
Two armies stand facing each
other. InTamil, the game is known
as "Chathurangam”. In the ancient
Indian Sanskritised terminology,
the players are, apart from the
King (Arasan) the Chief Minister
(Manthri)- and not the Queen, asin
modern chess,- Gaja (Elephants),
Ratha (Chariots), Duraha (Horses)
and Pathathy (Foot soldiers). The
aim of either side is to capture
the King. One does rnot have

to physically capture the King.

The game is won when the King
is made incapable of moving
anywhere, that is checkmated.

Women are bad at
chess

Let us stick to the modern
version of Kina and Queen,
with the Queen being the most
powerful piece on the board. She
has the ability to move on a
straight path like the Rook or
Castle (the Elephant) as well as
at an angle like the Bishop (the

CBK is only making
moves against
opponents from her
own side, not the
opponent she should

be facing

chariot). Although the King is an
important person, his ability to
move [s limited to one square at a
time. It is the Knight that moves
in a peculiar way - jumping over
another plece. Women generally
are not good at chess (sorry ladies,
but that is a fact, because unlike
men who can think tactically,
woemen think emotionally). This is
why CBK can never win in chess.

She needs a manservant to do
the thinking. She is lucky there,
because she has in her employ a
man who is not only clever, but
who moves in a peculiar way like
the Knight in the chessbeoard. He
is LK, wha is in foreign parts most
of the time because he is foreign
minister, but is available locally at
her bidding with a mere click of
her fingers.

An example of this was recently
reported by a Colombo Sunday
newspaper. CBK not knowing
what to do with the LTTE's tough
stand on the ISGA proposals,
without losing the support of
the JVP, but at the same time
wanting to give a signal to the
international community she was
prepared to discuss the LTTE
proposals, wondered how to get
over the hurdle. She was chairing
the inaugural meetng of National
Advisory Council for Peace and
Reconciliation.

LK's U-turn Speech

Adviser LK was in New York, an
SOS was sent asking to fly back
the next moment, an Air Force
helicopter was sent to the airport

and the man who was as violently
opposed to the LTTE proposal as
her trusted legal adviser H.L.de
Silva, made a U-turn speech.
He said some nice things about
the JVP to mollify propaganda
secretary Wimal Weerawansa
and stressed the need nct only
for Peace and Reconciliation but
also the need for resumption
of talks with the LTTE! As His
Master's Voice, the man turned
out a superb perfoarmance.

But in this game of peace-time
political chess (which is really war
by other means), one must know
how to think strategically, what
kind of tactics to use at given
times, how to spring a surprise on
your opponent on one corner of
the board, when he is expecting
you to make a move in another
corner, but most important of all to
think ten, fifteen moves ahead of
the opponent. CBK is only making
moves against opponents from
her own side, not the opponent
she should be facing. The longer
she shies away from facing her
opponent in chess, the harder it
would be for her to win Peace,
War or Reconciliation.
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What is the relationship of Rama and Sita? -
after listening to Ramayanam the whole night

Veteran Tamil journalist D. Sivaram, explains in Tamil newspaper Virakesari why he thinks it is futile
trying to explain the political aspirations of Tamil people to the Sinhala nation. Excerpts of this article
translated by M. Thiru for sangam.org website is reproduced here.

i g

In response to my article last
week Chandranathan has written
his view.

“The Sinhalese people are kept
in an illusion by their ieaders and
opinion makers.

“Therefore, we should make a
continuous effort to convince at
least a few of the Sinhalese to
understand our views/problems.”

| am not opposing his views.
There should be no second thought
about taking our reasonable views
to the Sinhalese people on a
regular basis.

However, my genuine concern
is that we should not fall into the
illusion that such acts from us will
result in receiving our rights from
the Sri Lankan rulers.

We have been experiencing
massive destruction in the last 50
years because of the acts of the
Sinhala supremacists.

Yet how much effort we have
put into scientifically analysing
and comprehending  such
destruction?

Except for a few research papers

Sri Lanka's anly International Airport was attacked in 2001

in the Sari Nihar journal, | have
not seen any other effort made
in our Tamil intellectual circles to
analyse and comprehend Sinhala
Buddhist supremacy, its history,
its views and its related social and
psychological dimensions. (If you
know any such work, please let
me know.)

Hecently | went to a conference
that was attended by a number of
professors, writers, journalists and
opinion makers from the South.

Atthat conference the arganisers
asked me to explain the political
aspirations of the Tamil people.

The Tamil people and their
leaders, who have been fluent in
English and in Sinhalese, along
with reporters, and intellectuals,
all have been talking and writing
what our political grievances
and demands are for the last 56
years.

Not only that, the Tamils have
been talking with, or putting
forward their demands and
fighting against, the various
governments by peaceful means

for 28 years (1948 - 1976) and
using armed struggle for 28 years
(1976 - 2004).

It is a known fact that bombs
went off among the Sinhalese
because none of the Tamils’
political demands were met.

Even an intellectually retarded
person will definitely ask questions
why bombs are going off around
him and why an international
airport Is attacked and badly
damaged.

But, even after all this, the
Sinhalese are still asking what
are the political aspirations of
the Tamils and what are your
demands? Such a situation still
prevails in the Sinhala nation.

“For over half a century, the
Tamil people have been explaining
their political aspirations and
demands in and out of Pariiament
and in the international arena, until
their jaws cannot move.

"Even after all this, you are still
asking me what are the Tamils'
aspirations and demands? Itis a
sin. | cannot speak about this,” |

told them.

The sweetest matter at the
conference was that the majority
of the people who attended really
did not know what the political
demands of the Tamils are.

After all the events in the last 56
years, if they cannot comprehend
what our demands are, | do not
know how they are going to
understand now.

With regard to our political
demands, the question the
Sinhala nation asks is similar to
someone asking in the morning,
“What is Rama'’s relationship with
Seetha?” after listening to the
whole Ramayana epic through the
night.

Those who advocate that we
must make the Sinhalese people
understand our political demands
must analyse one issue.

One has to think z little and ask,
“Why is the Sinhala Nation not
understanding us, even after 56
years of many talks and fights?”

“How can we now convert those
who have refused to understand
us, and who have not cared to
understand us for over ‘a half a
century?"

Colvin R de Silva is one of the
architects of the current Sinhala
Buddhist state

In this regard, we have to look
at one more important point.
From the beginning of the 20th
Century, the Sinhalese politicians
and the opinion makers who, at
one time, understood the Tamil
grievances and their reasonable

political demands, have changed
for the worse over time and have
taken complete U-turns on the
Tamil issue.

LA X é:

SWRD Bandaranaike led Sri
Lanka into its first anti-Tamil
riots in 1958

Every one of you knows that,
after returning from His education
in England, President Chandrika’s
father, SWRD Bandaranayake,
advocated that Sri Lanka must be
converted to a federal system with

~ three federal regions: Kandyan

region, Lower Country or Coastal
region, Tamil homeland (region).

What did he do afier that?

Likewise, the Communist Party
of Sri Lanka in its 1944 National
Conference passed a resolution
emphasizing that the Tamils
should be granted self-rule.

The same Communist Party,
together with the SLFF, declared
in 1972 that Sri Lanka is a Sinhala
Buddbhist nation.

What did one of the veteran
leftist leaders and a pillar of the
LSSP, Colvin R de Silva, who
prophesied “ One language, two
nations and two languages, one
nation” on the implementation of
Sinhala Only act in 19586, actually
do?

He was the prime mover
in rewriting the Sri Lankan
constitution to make Sri Lanka a
unitary Sinhala Buddhist state in
1972.

(To be continued)
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The decline and Fall

Leisured lifts & hurried lifts

A. Anandan

5
There is time to care for others

ttakes great deal of adjustment

in personal attitudes when
one is uprooted from his or her
homeland and transplanied into a
different nation. The way people
think, interact with others, priorities
of life, the way of life itself and so
many other fundamental matters
differ from what one is used to,
what one grew up witn.

A recent journey back home
reminded me of the wealth of
time that people are able to offer
for cne another, the pleasantness
of being able to cbtain help to
others and receive assistance
from others. The true human spirit
lives on and thrives in Jaffna, in
Wanni, in Trinco and | am sure in
all other beloved places that we
hail from.

For example, back home, when
scmeone is going about his
travels using the most popular
mode of transport- the bicycle,
if he meets a family member or
even a friend walking along the
road going in the same direction
of travel, without any hesitation or
fuss a lift is always offered. The
passenger is offered a pillion ride,
often resulting in arduous extra
physical effort.

~ Let alone going in the same

direction, how many times friends
have offered to give a ride gaoing
to a totally different direction.
Responsibility is given to do some
run some errant like collect a form
from some place or post a letter.
Feople take on matters even when
they will have to reschedule their
own plans for the day.

RunnmEeg

Contrast the situation over
here in this so called developed
western world. Do we have time
for others? Do we even care?
Recently, we read in the papers
and learnt from the TV and radio
the pathetic spate of a lady who
had fallen from the pavement on

Kurushetran

[
to the road and was left to lay
there unattended by so many |
passers by, numerous cars drove |
by without stopping over to help. |

Just the other day at my |
neighbours’ house front garden
| could not help overhearing this
conversation. The husband was
leaving the house a little bit later

than usual that morning, It was ¥ ¥ father , the late Prime
a bit chilly and there was a slight | Minister Bandaranaike was shot

: : d killed by a revolver-carrying
drizzle passing over. He was i .
going to walk to the tube station. .BUddh'St franis SoETREeT

He was starting his busy day,,'; ;?5?11 thtgelfou‘z?s ?gﬁﬁi
leaving for work. The wife also | ng b p hryB g dhi

left at the same time. She was &l ‘meniery | oF Josoudedlis:
LA e oarh R e to‘ Sangha. Monks who were forced
A aa aimight)'/ raehs i frivied to hide In their temples unable

id “wil , ’to face popular wrath had to
to her and said “will you give me appeal the dead man's widow

lift to the station on your Way, grimayo. But there was another
darling?” The ansvlyer came with a monk, the very High Priest of the
short sharp snap “you know | @m | kelaniya Temple, Buddharakita
running late for my swimming”. | Thera who owned an Opel car,

Now what was the right thing | lived in apparent luxury and was
for me to do? Do | offer a lift  known to be a fornicator. His
myself, knowing it will only set | affair with Bandaranaike’s Cabinet
me back just a few minutes? How | minister Vimala Wijewardene was
ahout the embarrassment factor, | a matter of popular gossip at that
for him, for her, for me? Or do | time. Buddharakita later served
just pretend not to have heard | a life term in jail, on charges of
anything? After zll, we are yet to = conspiring against the State, was
get past the polite smiles stage, if | Put in charge of the jail laundry
ever we make eye contact, in spite | @nd died there. In the case of
of being neighbours for years! Somarama he was hanged, but

hen President Chandrika’s

_ of the Yellow robe

to save the edium of hanging
a Buddhist monk, jail authorities
conspired to arrange a Christian
priest to baptise him a Christian;
an act of hypocrisy that has been
a characterestic of Christian
born Sinhalese politicians, both
Bandaranalke and Jayswardene,
who converted to Buddhism for
gaining political power.

The yellow robe had managed
over the years to earn the respect
of the Buddhist peasantry in the
rural areas because the majority
of monks there did iive a life of
austerity and because their lives
were closely intertwined with
those of the peasantry. But there
has been also a stready growth
of politically minded Buddhists in
the cities who fancied themselves
as not only the custodians of
Theravada Buddhism but also the
saviours of the Sinhala race.Every
time an army camp fell to the Tamil
Tigers , the saviours of the Sinhala
race grew in numbers. After the
army debacles In the Vanni and
particularly after the fall of the so-
called impregnable Elephant Pass
army camp, therfe was-a sudden
clamour on the part of the wearers
of the yellow robe as well as past
intellectuals to save the Sinhala
nation. One tangible expression
of that patriotic flowering was
the birth of the Sihala Urumaya
in the year 2000. A plague on
both houses, the UNP and the
SLFR,  they said, only we can
save the country. When the Sihala
Urumaya also feund it difficult
to save the country, they threw
an offshoot called the Jathika
Hela Urumaya, not mere political
monks, but parliamentary monks.
Today hardly an year after the birth

of the JHU, the party’s General

Secretary Uduwe Dhammaloka
Thera is publicly being accused
of taking bribes!

There is only one’ man who
can save the Sinhala nation and
put them out of their misery, but
unfortunately he happens to be a
Tamil. He once told Anita Pratap,
“If only Jayewardene was a true
Buddhist, | would not be carrying
a gun”.
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|| Why not enter -
our colouring
competition? Simply

) =P
= = colour me in and
Unity is Strength B
and you could be
the lucky winnerof a
water colouring kit.

nee upon a time, there was a flock of doves  hills and valleys. They flew to a hill near a city of
that flew in search of food led by their king. temples where there lived 2 mouse who could help

One day, they bad flown a long distance and were them. He was a faithful friend of the dove king. The winner will be

very tired. The dove king encouraged them 1o fly  yyhen the mouse heard the loud noise of their || Published in the

a little further. The smallest dove picked up speed  gpprpach, he went inte hiding. The dove king next issue,

and found some rice scattered beneath a banyan  gently called out to him and then the mouse was

tree. So all the doves landed and began to eat. happy to see him. The dove king explained that Last week's
Suddenly a net fell over them and they were all they had been caught in a trap and nseded the winner, Sindhu

trapped. They saw a hunter approaching carrying mouse's halp to gnaw at the net with his teeth and Longanathan (Age

a huge elub. The doves desperately fluttered their set them free. 5) from Altmore Infant

Schoaol, has won a

wings trying to get out, but to no avail, -
water colouring kit. .|

The mouse agreed saying that he would set the

The king had an idea. He advised all the doves
to fly up together carrying the net with them. He
said that there was strength in unity.

Each dove picked up a portion of the net and
together they flew off camying the net with them.
The hunter looked up in astopishment. He tried

king free first. The King insisted that he first free his
subjects and the king last. The mouse understood
the king's feelings and compled with his wishes.
He began to cut the net and one by one all the
doves were freed inciuding the dove king.

They all thanked the mouse and flew away

to faollow them, but they were flying high over tagether; united in their strength.
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Can you find the & dlﬁerences between the two plctures
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Little Bit of H1st0ry

India and Pakistan

In India there were two main religious groups —
Hindus and Muslims. The Indian National Congress
was supported by Hindus, while the Muslims had
their own party called the Muslim League. At first,

Dear Kids!

Il Got a taste of your page! Didn't you? Please help us to keep this
going by sending us your sugestions contributions and ideas.

the two parties worked together for independence, i ! Thank you !
but Muslims were worried that they would have less - | ;
say in an independent India. The Muslims insisted | Kids Paper

F 3

on a separate state, Gandhi agreed, although he —— s 45'B' Crusoe Road, Mitcham, CR4 3LJ

had hoped to keep India together. The Indian sub- The separate states —— — — —
After World War Two, Britain was struggling to  continentin 1945. ithad ©of India and Pakistan ] -

rebuild itself and had to let her colonies go. In 1947, been ruled by Britain in 1947. East Pakistan

the Indian Empire became independent and two since the eighteenth became Bangladesh in |

states were created — India for Hindus and Pakistan  century 1971. &

for Muslims. 1=
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eacher: Why do ou not use your fathe m web! >
i misg y ; Teacher: Sandy, name 5 domestic animals. T éc“gﬁ
What do you ca’l?lapototo that does not get gsngy Erm.... Thats easy, mam... 2 cats and three G G P O D E L J E U 21 E
gf::giwgtmgs (mash pototoes) Wr?at e A LT R E \E LARSWMRDY _g § g W &g
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CHESS

Rajeevan Subramaniam

Aceas with you.

First we are going to look at
the board. It can be an expensive
wooden one or a cheap plastic
one. It is better to have a fairly hig
one 1o begin with.

The board is the battle fisld for
the game of war It consists of
64 squares set as eight rows of
eight.

__Now let us get ready to play!

world’s most popular game of skill.
This game of chessis not merely an
idle amusernent. By playing chess
We can acqguire many valuable
qualities of the mind which are
useful in the course of our life.
Planning, foresight, caution and
cifcumspection are some of those 10 place a board ready to start a
great qualities, we are going to game there is only one important
develop. Please be in the company rule to be observed.
of your Appah and or Ammah or  “There must always a white
even the grown up Annas and sguare in the right hand corner”,

-
1

| " , .
3 " Fipy i) frgsion |
&,.VJ TR ey ) a—an ‘
I

-
%\mmf?ﬁ"*‘hé"‘gm’
i pa e v ohle o PR
[
| L_)S.ng:.w:.v E'@u:rumn'zh - .
AYE) g & |

Remember,” White on the Right” | @M Bunrst ﬂmmgngmﬁm

Now, in keeping with the martial
tradition from which chess drives, |
the squares running from West to |
East are referred to as ranks.

(et i DT HSHII60
North are known as files, ] - RIS

Those crossing the board |
diagonally are called diagonals. |

Let us now look in more detail

§60LTLI]

y Beumihd AINGITEDEE(S SUHSISHIDEI.

Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) radio
Sky Channel 935
Online: www.spectrumradio.net

oiflu 3 auflsaflsd geedlupiiumgb.

awﬁ:uuh:.
il  24.10.2004 snig wreme

With the exemption of the knight 5.0D @Qm 8.00 wevofl susy

all the pieces move along either |
ranks, files or diagonals. '

| 5
T o OO0 SO @) (R

Once Again
Mrs Yoga Thillainathan's Radio
On the Air

awdonps] |

&

Childern are Child;an!_f‘hey are growing up! |

: ‘ This time on Digital Channel "Spectrum"
’ | If you tune into "Spectrum"” in your DAB Radio,
Bl you can listen this programme
everyday from 6.00 p.m to 8.00 p.m.
I Begins on 24th October 2004
You can also listen on SKY Channel 935
I and on Internet:

www.spectrumradio.net

Do you like to be a Tamil/English presenter?

Please contact Mrs Yoga Thillainathan.
(Training will be provided.)

All this play has been leading to greater independence from mother and father

and integration into society.

A group of four-year-old-boys often landin a heap on the floor-but the botfom one
somehow seems to escape unhurt.
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Mr. Irshad Ibrahim
Tel: 020 8687 8999
Fax: 020 8640 9953 7
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LATHA \NINDOW AND DOORS

our speciality in UPVC windows and doors, various types of
Aluminium doors and windows, patio doors, porches and leaded
lights T COlPBT DUFRL aleseid Fressse Qugormdn affsae
TR & e irar sl § Gl sy g
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Phone for Free Estimates

020 8665 9975

Mobile: 07931 148 792
28 Boston Road, Croydon CRO 3ED
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INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING LTD
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CHTL_I®Ens®: Faub
45C Crusoe Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3AL

Tel: 020 8646 5222, Maobile; 07938 550397
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EELAM SHOP

399 Lewisham High Street, Lewisham 8

020 8690 6545

Raja & Co

Solicitors
Administrators of Qaths
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0208 772 4900

BREIDCR 0B 2T 10 Upper Tooting Road,
Tootmg Bec London SW17 7PG

s1laut ghming @@5@mlmnmg¥&‘aﬂ

MD, Lanka Soya,
Munchi Biscuits,
Tin Fish, Dry Fish

import & Export
w 020 8520 1923
rax. 020 8508 7487

80 Markhouse Road
Walthamstow
London E17 8BG

web., www.caa\fa-l.com
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: Call Tilko Holidays: 07957 400 777 or U’ﬂ ri"f? 0029

Tilko Holiday's quest houses and hotels are located in

# A/C, non A/C suites/rooms with
hot water facilities.

#* Transport Facilities

# Clean and Delicious Food

# Fully trained and caring staff
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PROPERTY, SALES, LETTING & MANAGMENT

Sales

Letiing & Managment

Business Loans, Mortgages & Insurance

Business Loan

Mortgages

Life mnsurance

Geaneral Insurancs

w020 8665 6340

Speclalists For
USA - CAJUBREAN — CANADA
CAFHRICA -~ ASIA ~ MIDDLE EAST
AR EAST - AUSTHALIA -~ EURDFE

119 Tooting RHigh Street
London SQ17 08Y
Tel: 020 8672 9111 Flk 020 8672 0951 Mob: 07850 878 921
g .co.uk : X

PRABAS VIDEO
THUSI BRIDAL MAKE UP & CAKE DECORATION
@, 156-158 FOREST
ROAD,
WALTHAMSTOW

878 London Road, Thoronto Heath, Surrey CR17 7PB

Email: property@timsuk.com

www.property@timsuk.com
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Email: sales@ilightsrus.co.uk | web: www_flighisrus.co.uk

+ City Breaks

+ Travel Insurance
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JK MITHUN Jewellery Fiogs.

v EUROPE

+ SINGAPORE
“"Hotel Booking

v Visa Services

' Car Hire + Ferry Cruises

.020 8902 0000

rax: 020 8782 2285

15 Ealing Road, Wembley
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Arranged - Marriages;
Love - Marriages....... Divorce.

Suren Nalliah

heers Nagulan! Well done!

What a topic for the forum
and we are all in unison with your
arguments or rather observations.
You.dared to blame the parents
for most of the failures, but failed
to spell out the reasons. That, the
stuff in the box, right below the
picture of the great couple with
a sickle and a hammer, talking
about the Wedding Anniversaries
and presents, is a deliberate
editorial choice. These guys, the
newly married ones, don't give us
a damn chance to present them
with at |east paper or cotion,
forget the silver and gold.

There is no hiding of the truth
that the strongest motivation of
almost all the failed marriages
have been the matching of
horoscopes. Very often we hear
the parenis of the divorced
couple openly telling, * How
come they couldn't get on, the
horoscopes matched almost one
hundred persent”.

In most cases they had even
confirmed the matching by getting
it read by famous astrologers in
India. You don't doubt the fax
machines, do you? Nowadays
with so many astrologers from
inclia like leeches mingling among
the unfortunate Tamil community
in the UK, sucking the hard earned
Pounds, one has to take the
astrology factor very seriously. |
strongly believe if those young
man and women, who didn’t go
thorough the marriage because
their horoscopes didn't maich,
had got married, definitely they
would have at |east a porcelain
wedding anniversary.

There is nothing wrong with

arranged marriages. The person

who brings' about the proposal
should have first hand knowledge
of the parties. One should never
rush things and the foremost
thing is to analyse and see
whether the couple once they
got married, would happily lead
a decent life. The prospective
bride and bridegreom should
talk and talk to each other, first
in the company of elders and
then in isolation to know each
other very well and should enjoy
and feel comfortable with the
company of each other. They
parents have to help them,
watch them, read their body
languages, their enthusiasm, or
lack of it. Parents can guide them
by clearing doubts and giving
factual information. Everything
have to be discussed truly, and
sincerely. The problem to-day,
with telling the truth is that much
of what happens in the world is
made possible by lies.

The couple should talk about
their childhood, their parents,
their interests, and many more.
They shouldn't forget to talk
about their negative characters.
Their understanding should be
firm at the same time flexible
enough to accommodate each
other. They should appreciate
our traditional values and learn
o appreciate and understand our
life, back home and elsewhere.

History is in abundance . of
wonderful devoted wives, but
devoted husbands are somewhat
rarer on the ground. In contrast
today we find so many devoted
husbands.

| don't mean that the

husbands, who do change the

babies' nappies and their wives
making a big fuss about if. We
all know that the emergence of
the “couple of equals™ is one of
the 20th century major advances
in the area of relations between
men and women.

Our new couples, their bonding
and understanding have to be
practical and strong enough
to withstand all these modern
fantasies.

Now, talking about Ilove
marriages, some lasts for a
lifetime, some for a few years,
some very stormy and some
peaceful as well. Love lacking
due respect to each other bounds
to fail in real life.

Love is perceived in the guise
of passion. Passion is always
liable and how could it form the
basis of a lifelong union. “If you
marry for love”, there is a saying,
“You will have good nights and
bad days”.

Despite the acceptance of
feminist ideas of justice and
equality, in any society is still
dominated by sexual stereotypes
that ensure the survival of
traditional power, relationships
within the couple. This is natural
and has to be accepted by our
society in total. A husband can
find it very difficult to accept his
wife's success.

Now | believe that the young
are expressing a desire for
successful marriages based
on love, communication, and
more equitable sharing out of
responsibilities. That doesn’t
mean dreaming of , “Prince
Charming’ or * Miss right”.

‘AN EXPERIENCE OF LIVING & WORKING IN VANNI

Life goeson. ..

Smiling nurses & no patients' complaints!

Shiamala Suntharalingam

In 2003, | lived and worked in
Kilinochi, this is the continuation
of my experience.

Accesstchealthcareispoor.One
temporary hospital in Kilinochchi
Town with 3 MB BS doctor and
2 retired re-employed Registered
Medical Officers (RMQO's) and a
scattering of nurses work hard
to provide some care. There is
no telephone communication.
Two temporary tin wards each
with 12 beds only. The children
mixed in with the adult females
and any extra patients on the
floor. The maternity ward is 2km
South of the main hospital, no
bleep system or telephone, just a
bicycle or three wheeler to get a
doctor for awoman in labour who
has problems!

No electricity except by a
generator on occasions, no

| running water, no theatre facility,
| no automated laboratory but a lab

technician looking at blood slides
and comparing to the WHO Hb
chart or using Benedict’s solution
to check for urine glucose, an old
X-ray machine run by technicians
with only basic training was what
was available to a population
of 150,000 and this despite
one year of peace, promises
from international NGO’s and
governments to improve their
lives. But despite this the staff
worked hard and still had a smile
on their faces and patients wait
patienily and no complaints
procedures yet! It must have been
worse during war, so at least they
had these facilities now.

Since we had most afternoons
available, after a siesta | would
teach a group of Rural Medical
Practitioner (RMP) students who
were being trained by Centre for
Health Care. They were a batch
of enthusiastic young Tamils
who had scme basic heaith
care knowledge and were being
given general medical training so
that they would be able to work
independently with a team of
volunteers in rural clinics. 10 such
Primary Care clinics had been set
up and named aiter Thileepan a
medical student who fasted to
death during the Indian Peace

| Keeping Force Occupation. The

10 centres in Northern Sri Lanka
were manned by RMP’s and local
volunteers were employed to
dispense and trained in nursing.
The centres were in temporary
buildings and open 24hrs a day.

The RMP’s and volunteers lived in
the centres. Despite only having
a sphygmanometer, stethoscope
and one suture needle and
basic drugs they were able to
manage common minor problems
as well as acute asthma, snake
bites, MI, emergency deliveries
and other problems they could
stabilise were ftransferred by
three’ wheeler or motorbike to
Kilinochchi Hospital. They also
did home visits by bicycle, health
education to their community and
during the rainy season educate
the local villagers in boiling
drinking water and clearing areas
to prevent the spread of cholera
and mosquitoes. This was an
innovative introduction of Primary
Care to a developing country that
has no Primary Care system.

Luckily | had shipped a box of
BNF's, an invaluable tool to teach
pharmacology without going into
too much detail. But valuable
for them to keep as a reference

book. Our class room was only a
{ent and a blackboard but despite
this learning was not affected.
it was difiicult to initially accept
the students standing when you
arrived to teach and calling you
miss! And even having a cup of
tea brought to you. But it was
fun. They aiso asked for English
lessons as they wanted to improve
their spoken English and despite a
lack of books we managed to get
copies of a weekly Sunday paper
and used the kids section - the
“fun day times” to get them to
read a paragraph and understand
the meaning of the article. Some
where shy but being a bully that |
am they were stlill forced to read

aloud!
. To be continued
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Is medicine the only option?

Dear Orupaper the last issue was full of promoting
medicine and medical articles. Do you not think you
are perpetuating the myth are parents hold that
medicine is the only successful career available to
Tamils? It gives the impression that other career
options are not good enough and dare you choose
another option you are seen as a second class
student or profession.

Aarani Yogeswaren
(by email)

Teen editor’s note.

| would agree orupaper has had an abundance
of people writing about medicine and experiences
working abroad. We in no way promote one career
choice over another and actually we would welcome
others who are studying in different fields to actively
participate in the paper. We feel that it is good for
young Tamils to consider other optians other than
medicine. Would it not be boring if we all became
doctors? All the family dinner parties would be
talk on medicine and nothing else! We would like
to hear from young Tamils doing art, journalism,
architecture, law and any other careers. We would
like your opinions of hot topics whether on marriage
and relationships, or drugs and alcchol, or even
about UK politics and its effect on our lives.

Qualify for a
Better Tomorrow
Train with the experts!

We conduct classes for beginners and the professional.

Beginners

Computer Basics - Office Tools

Professional Design Tools

Qualify mn any of these design tools inaShort period
and stirt your new profession.

Graphic Design:

Photoshop - Illustrator - Indesign
Quark Xpress - Graphics for Print
Web Design

HTML - Dreamweaver - Fireworks
Flash - Swish - On-line Presentations

Fit into our flexible time table. Wealso conduet one
to one training for all professional design tools.

Come and learn a new
rofession with Tamil
peaking Lecturers!

B/ME’TeCh 'Pro Training

7 Rushey Green - Cadord -~ Lodon SEG 4AF

Phr:nc- 020 8265 2112
Mobile: 07780978027
www.bluetechtraining.co.uk

b Accountancy, & Auditing
» Business Start Ub Advice
» Business Plans & Cash Flow Forecasts *

b Tax & VAT Investigations -

» Tax Planning & Advice

» Life, Mortgages, Pensions & Investments Advice

» Management Consultancy

» Mortgages &_Gommefcial'-hoans _

In

ional Business Finance

: 7A aygl VSR
= ~ London NW6 9EE-

Tel.3020%%8450 0897
Fax 020‘8452 8098 i

@ canet com
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2. England born, 32years,
Computer Science Graduate,
presently working abroad, hoping
to return to the UK at the end of
this year is lcoking for a suitable
bride.

3. Jaffna born (33, 5'7") Groom,
IT Graduate, employed in England
looking for a suitable Bride,
preferably with UK or any other
EU member- country residential
status.
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11. Sri Lanka Tamil parents seek
suitable partner for their son, 29
years, 5’8" employed in UK.
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24. Father looking for his GCE
Ad. Level educated, hard-working
and persevering son born in 75
and 5'8" tall, presently employed
in England, a suitable bride.
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3. Jaffna born, (Age 34,
5'7"height), final year Civil
Engineering Undergraduate,
British Citizen is looking for a 26-
28 years bridegroom, preferably
a vegetarian.

4. Traditional Jaffna Tamil
bride, permanently employed
in managerial grade in the Civil
Service is looking for a Groom of,
say similar standing, and 5'7”-
5'9"tall,
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8, We are seeking a suitable
partner to our sister (33, 5'4")
who s an X-ray technician in
Jaffna.
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10. Parents seeking Groom for
their 28 years old, 54" Jaffna born
daughter with British Nationality.
She is a graduate in computer
science and employed in Londan.
Correspondence are welcomed
from Sri Lankan Tamils, living
in UK or in Sri Lanka, who are
academically or professionally
qualified. She is bilingual, her
hobbies bharatanatyam, veena
and cooking.
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GLEN CARRIERS Ltd

The most trusted name in the business ———@

TRAVEL - SHIPPING
AlIR FREIGHT

TRAVEL AND UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE

BY SEA AND AIR TO COLOMBO AND OTHER

WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS, AT THE MOST
ECONOMIC RATE

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way,
Acton, London, W3 ORQ

= Esns
r Satschi Aratnan = Czech Airlines y
Silapkan Aitlities Qatar Atrways il
: . B C _',-;,;E;.,MT
KUWAIT AIRWAYS IATA yp ys

THE MOST EASY CLEARANCE OF YOUR CARGO AT OUR
MODERN BONDED WAREHOUSE

LAKSIRISEVA, 66 NEW NUGE ROAD,
PELIYAGODA

Tel: 020 8740 8379, 020 8749 0585, 020 8743 7353

Fax: 020 8740 4229
E-Mail: glencarrie'rs@aol.com Website: http://www.glencarriers.co.uk
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wainadr  JASAN 07939557922

Vauxhall Vectra; Blue Saloon, N reg. 1.8cc, 95-96 modet, diesel, MOT,
Good Runner In good condition. Price £950. Rei. OP/0G/C1

Toyota Avenses; Silver Saloon, R Reg,, 1.8cc. MOT, Genuine Mileage 100K,
Smooth driving, goad runner. Price £2K, Rel OP/09/C2

Nissan Micra, red, K Reg, 100K gen. mileage. Good condition
Highly recommaonded as the First Car, Price £550, Ref OP/0S/C3

Bouemey sumuuu

East Ham §sv dyusvwomenr gap South India /
Srilankan Restaurant @ o@uaib amibs
warenwwreni(Manager) wbmib emfuiisei(Staff)
2 Lenguine GHeneu!

5B550s0U Bagond aprisiupb

07957 400 777

Please Call
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UNIGLOBE EXCHANGE

BUREAU DE CHANGE
TRAVEL AGENTS

CALL SHOP and VIDEOC CLUB
LOW COST INTERNATIONAL CALLS

TAMIL, HINDI VHS and DVD FILMS
RENTING and SALES
VHS TO DVD TRANSFER

WE BUY AND SELL FOREIGN CURRENCIES

NO COMMISSION / BEST RATES

WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFERS

BEST RATE FOR SRI LANKA & INDIA WITHIN 24 HRS
SERVICE

BETTER RATE TO SRI LANKA, NO COMMISSION
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230D NORTHOLT ROAD
SOUTH HARROW
MIDDLESEX HA2 8DU

TEL: 0208 423 7744
FAX: 0208 423 8695

230B NORTHOLT ROAD
SOUTH HARROW
MIDDLESEX HA2 8DU
TEL: O208 423 9988

exchange & travel

UNIGL




Main agent for Qatar Airways 4
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. Vahizan Disc World
I 52B Ealing Road, Wembley

QATAR AIRWAYS djt=

COLOMBO RETURN

£335.

We deal with all airlin |
mem:enimmmm.uz:.mm s 020 8902 8828 :
and all other worldwide destinations jm ;’:';],Pl‘_’“‘;:'dzz::‘w‘mbley
Please ring ~ 020 8902 5055
020 8665 0206 vw.vahizan.com
Email: sales@vahizan.com

www.linkair.co.uk
Linkair Travels Lid, 361 London Road, Croydon CRO 3PB

TIIME & CONDATIONS APFILY
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special rates for all hotels & package HOIICAYS
Sri Lanka, Maldives, Dubai & India{

£50 COLOMBO - JAFFNA

Return per person

call now for the fares to — - .

Colombo & all other world wide S T—
destinations

www.ucanfly.co.uk

136 Kenton Road 208/210 Tooting High Street | 432, Alexandra avenue
Harrow Middlesex HA3 8AZ | Tooting, London SWI17 0SG | Harrow HAZ 9TW
[T] 020 8907 6969 [T]0208 767 0000 [T]020 8429 8333

St llgnkan Premiere travel agents
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