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You are part of the world's most
feared and trusted force, Engage
your brain before you engage your
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(US Defence Secretary James Mattis
hasissueda chillingwarningto Pyongyang,
declaring that any North Korean use
of nuclear weapons against the US or
its allies would be met by an “effective
and overwhelming response.” The
statement not only underlines the vastly
superior American military might, which
could obliterate the North Korearegime
and its military and industrial capacity,
but also Washington’s willingness to
use itin a catastrophic war that would
inevitably draw in other powers,
particularly China.)
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(The response of the autocratic,
ultra-nationalist North Korean regime
to US threats is utterly reactionary. On
the one hand, Pyongyang pleads for
USimperialism toend its decades-long
isolation and economic blockade so as
to integrate the country as a cheap
labour platform in the global economy.
On the other, its bellicose statements
and striving for nuclear arms only
heighten the danger of war and drive
a wedge between the working class in
North Korea and its class brothers and
sisters in South Korea, Japan, the United
States and around the world.)
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(Likewise, the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) regime veers between
seeking a deal with Washington and
engaging in a major military expansion
and its own muscle-flexing. The CCP
does not represent the working class,
but the ultra-rich oligarchy that has
been spawned by capitalist restoration
since 1978.)
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(In response to the US military build-
upinAsia, China has transformed several
of its islets in the South China Sea into
potential military bases and matched
the Pentagon’s provocative military
exercises in the area with its own. China
continues to engage in dangerous
encounters with the Japanese military
and coast guard around the disputed
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. Moreover,
while concerned about the potential
for a nuclear-armed North Korea to
triggeran armsrace in North East Asia,
Beijing has donelittle to curb Pyongyang.)
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