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MR. S. AMBIKAIPAKAN, B.A,
Principal
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya.
(1st October 1935 — 2nd May 1968)






Ramakrishna Mission,
Belur Math,
Howrah Dt.

1-3-'68.

Dear Sir,

[ have much pleasure in acknowledging with thanks the receipt
of your letter of 20-2-68, and am delighted to learn that you will
be shortly bringing out a souvenir just on the eve of the retirement
of Mr. S. Ambikaipakan, your beloved Principal of Vaidyeshwara
Vidyalaya. As the past Vice-President of the Ramakrishna Mission
(Ceylon Branch), and since the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya has been
one of our premier educational institutions in North Ceylon, I am
fully aware of the tremendous difficulties, trials and tribulations,
Mr. Ambikaipakan together with Mr. Vyramuthu, Mr. Seenivasagam
and his other associates and collaborators had to pass through
before the Vidyalaya could be successfully brought to the present
commendable position obtaining in the island today. No doubt
Mr. Ambikaipakan is shortly saying good-bye to the Vidyalaya as
its Principal, I am sure, he will be looking after its progress and
prosperity with more vigour and intensity. I know Mr. Ambikaipakan
tor more than four decades. In 1926, I went to Madras from the
Headquariers and after sometime Mr. Ambikaipakan came to Madras
from Jaffna to prosecute his studies. He was there till he got through
his Degree examination. During this long period he used to visit
the Madras monastery now and then, and thus got in touch with
the currents of the ideas, ideals and activities of the Ramakrishna
Movement. His close association and talks with, and the advice
from, the senior Swamijis of the Madras monastery had their
tremendous effect and influence in shaping his future life and
career. When he returned to the island, Srimath Swami Vipulanandaji
Maharaj, the then General Manager of our schools in Ceylon,
called Mr. Ambikaipakan to assist him as assistant in Shivananda
Vidyalaya, Batticaloa. Later on, Swami Vipulanandaji had to send
him to Jaffna to look after the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, the
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condition of which demanded the presence of.an able a}nd 'efﬁcient
person to pilot the institution to its long cherlshefl destination. In
this respect Mr. Ambikaipakan’s contribution 1is indeed admirable

and remarkable.

Besides the academical and intellectual aspects of the students
of the Vidyalaya, Mr. Ambikaipakan being conscious of their spiritua]
and ethical needs, tried his level best to implement the noble ideals
and aspirations of Sanatana Dharma into the hearts of all those
students who came under his influence during the last 32 years.
I wish Mr. Ambikaipakan a long lease of life — a life of dedication,

peace and blessedness.

Yours in the Lord,
Swami Asangananda,

Ex-Vice-President, Ramakrishna Mission,
Ceylon Branch.

If there is one common doctrine that runs through
all our apparently fighting and contradictory sects, it
is that all glory, power and purity are within the soul
already ; only according to Ramanuja the soul contracts
and expands at times, and according to Shankara, it
comes under a delusion. Never mind these differnnces.
All admit the truth that the power is there — potential
or manifest, it is there —and the sooner you believe

that, the better for you.
— Swami Vivekananda.
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THE SELFLESS SERVICE OF MR. S. AMBIKAIPAKAN

BY
SRIMAT SWAMI PREMATMANANDA

Vice President
Ramakrishna Mission - ceylon Branch

I am happy to learn that the R. K. M. Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
Teachers’ Guild is bringing out a Souvenir to commemorate the
services of Mr. S. Ambikaipakan, the Principal of the Vidyalaya,
who is retiring at the end of this term after 32 years of service.
There is no doubt this move is an appropriate one as a tribute
to the noble services he has rendered to education and culture in
this country in general and to the Vidyalaya in particular.

I have known Mr. S. Ambikaipakan for the last fifteen years. His
association with the Ramakrishna Mission is unique, and his
connection with the Mission continued from his College days. He
had been in touch with the Swamis of the Mission even during
his college days in Madras, especially, with Srimat Swami Yatiswara-
nanda, who was then the President of Sri Ramakrishna Math at
Madras. Even at that time he had imbibed the spirit of Swami
Vivekananda and had a yearning for rendering selfless service.
Thereafter he came under the great influence of Swami Vipulananda
and joined the educational service of the Ramakrishna Mission in
Ceylon.

After his graduation at Madras Mr. S. Ambikaipakan joined
the Staff of Shivananda Vidyalaya as a teacher at Batticaloa in
1934. At that time Swami Vipulananda had shifted the Orphanage
from Jaffna to Batticaloa and he himself became the Principal of
the Shivananda Vidyalaya. The Late Swami Natarajananda (then,
not a Swami - a layman Mr. Chithamparampiliai) and Mr. Murugu-
pillai were the Swami's assistants. During that period of stress
and initial difficulties, Mr. S. Ambikaipakan joined them and worked
there for about two years as teacher of History and Tamil. This
afforded bhim an opportunity for service under the guidance of

.



Swami Vipulananda. Within two years, Mr. Ambil.xaipakan' was
transferred to Jaffna as Principal of the Ramaknsh.na M1ss:on
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. Ever since, he took special interest
in the administration, development and the progress of the
Vidyalaya. Even after the take-over of this sc.hool by the Government,
Mr. Ambikaipakan kept himself closely associated . with the ideals
and activities of the Mission. His association with many monks
of the Order, his study of Mission literature, his enthusiasm for
the ideals of the Mission can be regarded as great and impressive.
Well informed as he was with the ideas and ideals of Swami
Vivekananda he had put them into practice with great devotion.
During the last three decades of continuous service in the Vidyalaya
he has earned for himself a memorable place in the hearts of the
public of Jaffna. With undaunted zeal he has gradually developed
the Vidyalaya with the co-operation of his staff and especially his
dedicated associates Mr. C. Vyramuthu, the Vice - Principal of the
Vidyalaya and the Senior Master Mr. T. Seenivasagam, now retired.
Now Mr. Ambikaipakan himself is retiring from the service after
his full term.

Mr. Ambikaipakan, apart from being the Principal, is a good
teacher besides being also a good student. As a teacher he has
rendered valuable service. Teaching is a noble profession. It is a
sacred service. It was an accepted ideal that no one goes hungry
in a society where men of head and heart live. Therefore every
one thought it to be a duty to feed the hungry, Anna-danam was
considered to be a great service. But greater still is Vidya-danam,
In imparting knowledge, the relationship between the teacher and
the pupil is more spiritual. By giving food and other material
help one may become poor but not so by giving knowledge.
Therefore the Vidya-danam is considered to be a supreme gift,
It is not only a social service but also helps to lay a foundation
for the intellectual, moral and spiritual upliftment of the pupil.
Thus a service is rendered for the mnisreyasa and abhyudaya in
society. Mr. Ambikaipakan has always been keen to establish the

ideals of our ancient gurukula system which it is difficult to attain
in the modern world.



As a student, Mr. Awmbikaipakan has kept himself in
touch with the study of Tamil and other literature. His
and speeches reflect the diction and the authority of h

close
writings
is scholarship.

In common with other devoted friends, Mr. Ambikaipakan
was also eager to have a centre of the Ramakrishna Mission in
Jaffna. But this was not easy for fulfilment under present circum-
stances due to the want of adequate monastic members in Ceylon.
Therefore, as an alternative a body of good friends took the
initiative to form an association in the name of the Srj Ramakrishna
Society in Jaffna. Mr. Ambikaipakan has been eiected as one of
the Vice - Presidents of that Society which, it is hoped, will spread
the ideals of Ramakrishna and Vivekananda. His association with
educational, cultural and religious activities are too many to be
enumerated. Suffice it to say that his services will be remembered
for all time. Though he retires from his official position, we hope
he will again ‘RE-TYRE’ himself with new zeal and place his
vast experience for the benefit of society by his selfless service.
Along with our brother monks I wish him a future with peace,
good health and long life.

The one great advantage of Bhakti is that it is
the easiest, and the most natural way to reach the
great divine end in view; its great disadvantage is that
in its lower forms it oftentimes degenerates into hideous
fanaticism. The fanatical crew in Hinduism, or Mobam
medanism, or Christianity, have always been almost
exclusively recruited from these worshippers on the lower
planes of Bhakti.

— Swami Vivekananda.



JAFFNA M. P” TRIBUTE

It gives me the greatest pleasure to pay my humble tribute
to the services rendered by Mr.S. Ambikaipakan to the cause of

Hinduism and Education.

He has to his credit an uninterrupted period of 32 years
and more of devoted and dedicated service to the cause of edu-
cation at Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. The Ramakrishna Mission, I
venture to think, could not have found a more acceptable collabo-
rator for the maintenance and growth of their ideals than Mr,
Ambikaipakan. The steady growth of the numbers of pupils who
have come to Vaidyeshwara until a stage was reached when the
old buildings could not contain the students and new buildings
had to be put up, is the best tribute and monument to the out-

going Principal.

I sincerely hope that even in retirement he would continue
to take a very close interest in Hindu education, and expend a
part of his inexhaustible energy for the continued upliftment of
those around him.

Colombo, G. G. Ponnambalam, Q. C., M. P.
26th March, 1968.

We must have a hold on the spiritual and secular education

of the nation. Do you understand that? You must dream it,
you must table it, you must think it, and you must work it
out. Till then there is no salvation for the nation.

— Swami Vivekananda.



AN APPRECIATION OF MR. AMBIKAIPAKAN

BY
Dr. H. W. THAMBIAH

Puisne Justice

I consider it a great privilege to have been asked to write
a short appreciation of Mr. S. Ambikaipakan. T have known Mr..
Ambikaipakan for more than twelve years. He belongs to a long
line of distinguished educationists who have devoted their energies.
to bringing up the educational standard in Jaffna.  Under his able
guidance the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, which started as a small
school, has attained the present status as a leading school in the-
North.

He is a distinguished scholar both in English and Tamil.
Apart from his school activities, he has also taken part in social
and cultural activities of the country. He is a man of wide
reading and culture. He devoted his services for the development
of Tamil culture, language and religion. There is hardly a literary
or cultural activity in which he has not taken a leading partj in
Jaffna. It was at his instance that the Kamban Kalagam was
formed and it is now doing great service to the cause of Tamil
Literature.

After the death of Kalai Pulavar Navaratnam, he is one of
the few persons left in Jaffna who are genuinely interested in the
growth and development of our culture. Thiruvalluvar said:

a1 feonri srebovrs FwaE@GNwi e yenL_wini

aary 2 dwi 19piss.

In accordance with this aphorism, Mr. Ambikaipakan has
loved others and not himself, and he belongs to others. Although
he is an ardent Hindu, he has tolerance for all religious persuasions,
As a disciple of the late revered Yoga Swami, he believes in the
eternal truth that all religions lead to the same goal.

His retirement is a great loss to the school. After his
retirement, may Providence give him good health and long life to
continue the good work he has done for the educational, social
and cultural progress of our country.

R g



MY IMPRESSIONS
BY
Do T. P, MEENAKSHISUNDARAN
Vice-Chancellor
Madurai University

Thiru S. Ambikaipakan was a student of the Madras Presidency
College. As one who had been the Chief Professor of Tamil in
that college I am proud of claiming him as - Presidency Boy. I came
into greater personal contact with him from 1947 when I first came
to Ceylon. He was the right-hand of Kalai Pulavar and an ardent
disciple of Yoga Swami. He was one of those who were responsi-
ble for the Tamil Festival held at Jaffna. In short, he has been
connected very intimately with every cultural activity of Jaffna. The
very fact that he had been for more than thirty years the Principal
of a Premier Institution of Jaffna viz. the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya,
explains his influence on the younger men who had studied under
him — an opportunity which rarely comes even to teachers. As a
Tamil writer and speaker he was popular and effective. He is a
great research scholar and a great organiser.

I deem it a great privilege to claim him as my friend. May
he live long to serve his country, his language and the culture
which are his very life.

I look upon religion as the innermost core of education.
The use of higher education is to find out how to solve the
Prob]ems of life. True education is gained by constant living
in communion with nature.

| — Swami Vivekananda.



A JOB WELL DONE

BY

M. M. ABDUL CADER, B. A.
District Judge, Kaltura

With all apologies to all concerned and with no insult meant
to any, I cannot resist the temptation to say a few words about
the very name * Ambi-Kai-Pakan ", “Ambi” means “both” in
Latin, if my memory of this dead language does not play me false ;
“Kai” stands for ‘“‘hands "5 “Pakan” can I believe mean “ guide .
We thus come to a meaning which his parents never contemplated,
but which nevertheless becomes somewhat apt to his life at Vidyalayam.
He had for his lieutenants two associates, Messrs. Vairamuthu and
Seenivasagam, and it has been said that while the two did the
bull work, Mr. Ambikaipakan provided the “go’ and therefore I
may be forgiven if I gave his name a new meaning.

Coming to his work at Vidyalayam of which I know some-
thing, but I am certain that others know more and will refer to
it in their contributions, there is one aspect of his work which
most, even of his admirers, do not know and to which I wish to
bear respectful and grateful testimony. Many years ago, I believe
in the 1940’s, Mr. Ambikaipakan told me that there were over 200
Muslim children at Vidyalayam who did not receive religious instruc-
tion for want of a religious instructor. He said he was unhappy
that these children should go without religious instruction, that they
were being instructed in ethics, which was a poor substitute for
religion and wanted my assistance to find a “ Religious Instructor ”
for these children. He went further and offered to pay an allowance
for such a teacher. I was deeply moved by this gentleman’s genuine
desire that these Muslim children entrusted to his care should grow
to be good Muslims. It was not an age when imparting religious
instruction of one faith in an institution run by another faith was
even contemplated. That was a time when moulavis were not ap-
pointed to even Muslim schools. In fact, I had been rebuffed just
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the Principal of anether denomination when I had

b
shortly before Dby aslim boy in that school offer Islam

leaded with him to let a M .
Es a subject for his public examination — not to teach but merely

to let him offer the subject. My plea failed. But here was a
gentleman who voluntarily offered not only to teach but also to pay.

I have learnt at the feet of men endowed with the principles
of Swami Ramakrishna at Vidyalayam and I have known some
of the prnciples which he had preached, the foremost among thejm
beine that all religious leaders preached for the good of humanity
and “that if all adherents of the different religions would only study
and follow the principles that their religious leaders had preached,
the world will be a happier place to live in. Mr. Ambikaipakan
came to Jaffna with the reputation of being a sincere. devgtee of
this great reformer, and now I saw him put into practice this great

principle even unasked.

I was fortunate to find a Muslim to teach Islam to the
children at Vidyalayam. It was an arrangement which proved
mutually satisfactory. Every Muslim boy and girl thereafter offered
Islam and all passed without exception and many with distinctions
and some obtained top prizes at the Island wide Islamic Contest
organised by the Ceylon Muslim Scholarship Fund. It was said that
Vidyalayam obtained 1009% results in Islam in public examinations.
Well disciplined Muslim boys and girls passed out of Vidyalayam,
The foresight of Mr. Ambikaipakan lightened his burden at school,
brought credit to his institution and above all earned the undying
gratitude of these children and the Muslim community of Jaffna.

Vidyalayam has grown into magnificent proportions during
Mr. Ambikaipakan’s tenure of office. He can look back with a
sense of satisfaction and, the God-fearing man that he is, with
humble thankfulness for a job well done. Others will now take over

to continue, but the names of the trio that built up Vidyalayam
will never, never be forgotten.

Mr. Ambikaipakan had been essentially a religious and social
worker. In fact, his work at Vidyalayam was part of his social



work. He has already plunged heart and soul into a problem that
is now agitating Jaffna most at the moment. To do what one
thinks is right regardless of consequences is right conduct, and on
this subject he follows another of his Gurus, Swami Vivekananda
who says:- “ Through the grace of the Lord, everything becomes-
easy of achievement. Your duty is to serve the poor and the-
distressed, without distinction of caste and creed. What business.
have you to consider the fruits of your action? Your duty is to-
go on working, and everything will set itself right in time and work

by itself........ You are all intelligent boys aud profess to be my
disciples — tell me what you have done.......
........ “ After so much Tapasaya (asceticism) I have known

that the highest truth is this: ’'He is present in every being!
These are all the manifold forms of Him. There is no other God
to seek for! He alone is worshipping God, who serves all beings I”"”

The great thought is there in ail its nakedness. Like the -
setting sun it breaks forth from the clouds before disappearing in
resplendent glory: the Equality of all men, all sons of the same
God, all bearing the same God. And there is no other God. He
who wishes to serve God, must serve man — and in the first ins-
tance man in the humblest, poorest, most degraded form. Break
down the barriers. Reply to the inhumanity of * Untouchability "....

This is the classic doctrine of the Gita: *The ignorant work
by attachment to the act; the wise man also works but beyond
all attachment and solely for the good of the world ....... Referring
all action to Me, let the spirit, withdrawn into itself and free from
all hope and interested motives, strive without troubling itself with
scruples........ ”’

“ Religion has to be treated as an inward integration in which
each one has the freedom to achieve for himself, without inter-
ference from others, and a call to establish an equitable social
order. In its essence, religion is reintegration of human personality
and redemption of human society. This integration of human
personality is an essential factor of all types of humanism.

— Dr. S. Radha Krishnan
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MAN AND MISSION

BY

T. MURUGESAPILLALI C. A. S.
A. G. A, Jaffna.

To put pen to paper for the first time in the new year for
writing a few lines about Mr. S. Ambikaipakan is a fitting and
pleasant thing indeed. To see good people, as well as to listen
to good people is as noble as to talk about the good qualities of
good people. I dare say Mr. Ambikaipakan is a good man.

Mr. Ambikaipakan can look back to his period of service as
Principal of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya with pride and satistaction.
Taking over what was a very small school, he guided its destinies
so as to make it grow into one of the biggest schools in Jaffna.
Entering the small circle of Principals at a time when Principals
of Missionary schools were considered to be the giants in the edu-
cational arena, Mr. Ambikaipakan survived them all to remain one
of the giants himself.

Anyone looking at or talking to or working with Mr.
Ambikaipakan will never think that he is as old as he actually is.
He looks young and feels young and acts young. That is due to
a clean and disciplined mind and a pure life. A person with
such qualities always succeeds in being a beacon light, a guiding
example and a cleansing catalyst to his environment.

Mr. Ambikaipakan had the advantage of drawing towards him
friends and helpers who became enthused by his own good qualities.
It was thus that he was able to make Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
grow into an Institution with a mass of over 1500 pupils, and an
array of impressive buildings. The era of Ambikaipakan will
remain written in the annals of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya in letters

of Gold.

Having been nurtured in his youth in the Indian Independance
Movement and in the activities of the Youth Congress of Jafina,
Mr. Ambikaipakan ever remained an indefatigable worker in many
a social and religious cause. IHHe is too young to retire from pgb]lc
life even though he has reached sixty. Let the historic Hmd.u
Shrine of Thiruketheeswaram benefit by his attention during his
retired life.
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AN IDEAL TEACHER AND A TRUE FRIEND
BY

K. RAMACHANDRA
Editor, Religious Digest.

If it is impossible to think of th.e Founder, Sri Nagamuthu
Master, apart from the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya 'and the' Vidyalaya
from the Founder, it is equally impossible to think of its present
Sri Ambikaipakan, apart from the Vidyalaya, and the

incipal,
peyReR In the words of the late lamented

Vidyalaya apart from the principal. 1
Dr. S. Subramaniam, written four and a half years ago, When

we think of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, the picture of Mr. Ambikai-
pakan confronts us first. Both are synonymous’.

I am not an educationist, but as one who had the fortune
to personally witness the opening of this institution as a small
elementary school in the year 1913, in a private house, then known
as Upstair House, Qugms of® belonging to the Vannarponnai
Sivan Temple, and to listen to the exhortation of its Founder, I
am in the privileged position to state that he was guided by the
ancient Hindu ideal that knowledge was so sacred that no one
ought to sell it. It should be given freely and without any price.
Sri Nagamuthu allowed no personality to come into play, and named
the school by the presiding Deity of the locality through whose
blessings and through the help of whose devotee and trustee, Sri
Ponnusamy Chettiar, he established the institution. It is said that
after the transfer of the school to the Ramakrishna Mission, an
offer was made for him to be on the Board of management; he
turned it down. When a member of his family suggested that it
must have a say in the running of the school, his reply was a
definite ‘No’. In his opinion, the school was a public concern and
not a private institution. He was truly a Nishkamya Karmayogi.
It is not strange that such a man resigned his post at the Hindu
College, following the example of his principal Sri G. Siva Rao, to
Safeguard the rights and honour of the teaching profession !
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The nobl.e iflea]-s of education and the high principles o
management which inspired the Founder had guided the teachers
and others associated with the school from the very start and in
the year 1935 it had the fortune to receive as its head Sri Ambikai-
pakan, who had started his teaching career at Batticaloa in Januar
1934, under the benign influence of H. H. Swami Vipu]ananda'iy
To be brief, the past thirty three years has been a period of steaé);
progress and prosperity for the Vidyalaya. Here I can do no better
than quote a statement of Sri C. P. Sundara Sarma, who had been
on the Staff of the Vidyalaya for a very long period. In an article
for the Vidyalaya Annual of 1949, which was reprinted in the Golden
Jubilee Souvenir of 1963, Sri Sarma wrote :

“The story of Vidyalaya ever since Mr. Ambikaipakan’s
assumption of duties is too well known for me to be recounting
here. It has been an era of continued progress. When he
came, we were a junior secondary school with only seven on
the staff, and today we are a second grade institution with
twenty on the staff and the number on roll well over five
hundred. In addition to the main hall where we were crammed
together, we have a new block of class rooms, a science lab,
and larger space to move about freely. These are achievements
during the Ambikaipakan era and I am sure many more things
will be achieved during his tenure of office.”

Since 1949, there had been many striking improvements. The insti-
tution has been raised to a Grade 1 College, and a new Hall
costing a considerable amount was opened in 1954. The total strength
of the Staff is over sixty, and the number on the roll 1500. This
is an achievement of which any principal can be justly proud.

Education is both a science and an art. If it is at present
the most intricate and complex of all the sciences, it is also the
most difficult of all the arts a man can practice. As a science,
education deals with the human organism, the most complicated of
all subjects; and as an art it tries to shape the growing human
individual, which is undoubtedly the most intractable of all mate-
rials. Only one who has understood these dual aspects can prove
a successful educationst. Sri Ambikaipakan is one such qualified

rony .
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A PROGRESSIVE LIBERAL

BY

S.. H, PERINBANAYAKAM. B. A. (Lond.)

Principal Emeritus

In Proctor T.N. Subbiah’s home at Vannarponnai many of
the leading lights of the Jaffna Youth Congress often _USEd to meet
for a cup of coffee, a chew of betel, a smoke: ?nd high talk on
politics, literature, art etc. It was compbtely.maormnl and anyone
who dropped in could join 1n. Among habituals were advocate
M. S. Eliyathamby, S. C. Chithambaranathan, BN Mylvaga.nam, K.
Navaratnam, M. Kathiravelu, A. E. Tamber, C. Subramaniam and
myself. Occasionally Ambikaipakan would drop in, in Nr:waratnam’s~
company- It was then I think that I first met him. In course ot
time he became an active member of the Youth Congress and
served in the committee. The Kala Nilayam, then located at
Pirappankulam Road, opposite Navaratnam’s home was in effect
the cultural department of the Youth Congress. There was no
formal affiliation but among its influential and active members were
Navaratnam, Eliyathamby, Subbiah, myself, Mudaliyar Thiruhcittam-
balam and later on Ambikaipakan.

Whenever distinguished personages from outside Jaffna partici-
pated in the annual sessions of the Congress, they were taken in
procession to the venue to the accompaniement of Indian music.
Ambikaipakan had a great passion for processions of this sort and

would always take an active shafe in organizing and conducting
them.

He had his University education in Madras at the time of
the. nntlgnalist upheaval in India. The Ghandhian Revolution was
at its (helght. The campaigns for the removal of untouchablity, the
use of mother tongue as the medium of education, the boycot’t of
fborelgnvgoods patticularly textiles filled the youths ’of the land with
t;];:emiizgat\l’. hf\n“bnl\jaipakan was not immune to the effects of
o i) 8‘ y happenings. Ido.not know if he ever took any

part in public demonstrations that were then frequent in
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Madras and elsewhere; but there is no doubt that his sojourn in
Madras had a profound effect on his life. Sprung from an orthodox
Hindu home, he spent his childhood in an atmosphere that must
have been hostile to the new gospel he had espoused in Madras.
I cannot say that Ambikaipakan was at anytime a revolutionary.
My impression is that he has always been a progressive liberal
with a large place in his philosophy for the Ghandian doctrine.
On the question of caste and untouchablity his convictions have
remained unchanged. A few weeks ago, he and I happened to
participate in a seminar on the present caste crisis in Jaffna. It
did my heart good to hear him reiterate the position which we
both had proclaimed from the Youth Congress platform. He is a
professing Hindu, versed in Hindu lore and familiar with Hindua
doctrine, and maintained that caste while it was a strong element
in the Hindu social system had no place in Hinduism as a
religion.  His association with leading Hindu intellectuals like
Swami Vipulananda and Kalaipulavar Navaratnam also must have
influenced his total outlook on society and religion.

During the last thirty odd years I have been associated with him
in various public activities such as Youth Congress, Kala Nilayam,
Teacher’s Associations, Principal’s Associations etc. It would not
be possible for me to go into details about the role Ambikaipakan
played in all these. Suffice it to say that in all these fields of
action he was a committed personality who took responsiblities
seriously to heart and discharged them .with efficiency and integrity.
I have no personal knowledge of how well he administered
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya; but during his stewardship the school has
grown from strength to strength; its influence in the community has
widened and deepened; the teaching staff cheerfully assumed extra
burdens, the plant has grown in size and the school in stature during
Ambikaipakan principalship. Knowing his personality, 1 am sure, he
could not have been an authoritarian and I am equally sure that
authoritarianism never engenders good will, comradeship or co-ope-
ration; friendliness, persuasion, informality must have been the
qualities that enabled him to secure the goodwill of his staff and
pupils and to spread the influence of the school in the community.
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RETIRES INTO A WIDER SPHERE OF SERVICE

BY

T. T. JEYARATNAM, B. A. (Lond.) J. P.
Principal, Mahajana College
and
(President, Northern Province Principal’s Association)

Ever since he took over the reins of office as the head of
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Mr. Ambikaipakan has been a perfect
synthesis of Principal, public man and pioneer of the religious and
cultural revival in the North. And the people of Jaffna have been
staring in wonder for over three decades at the resourcefulness and
dynamism of this bespectacled man with a slim figure and an
ever smiling countenance. Though his services to Vaidyeshwara are
in themselves adequate to earn him a niche in the Hall of Fame,
his impact on the educational, cultural and religious life of the
people has been of such significance that he deserves to be viewed
in a broader perspective.

It is in the fitness of things that a person of such catholi-
city and inner discipline should be nurtured by the Ramakrishna
Mission — the cradle of many a Karma Yogi. Tutored and trained
by Swami Vipulanandaji of revered memory and inspired by his
sprit of service —as by that of a galaxy of Swamis of the
Ramakrishna Mission — he realised that he had a role to play in
the revival of our cultural heritage. The rediscovery of the peren-
nial values of the Hindu way of life became with him a magni-
ﬁf:ent obs.ession. And Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, which grew ur?der
his fostering care became a wonderful instrument in his hands.
He so fashioned and perfected the school that it carried out for

thfa benefit of the pupils most of what he
Hindu community at large. In

the hub of all Hindu activities
an_d his associates built around
mistakable aroma of 2 religious

had planned for the
due course it turned out to be
in Jaffna. The tradition which he
Vaidyeshwara has given it the un-
and cultural centre for the Hindus.
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To a person of inner refinement and scholarship, the head—
ship of a school could not be his only pre-occupation ; nor religion,
just an attitude of mind. So Mr. Ambikaipakan was instinctively
drawn towards voluntary organisations whose objectives were in full
accord with his own aspirations. He associated himself with the
activities of the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabbai, the Hindu Univer-
sity Movement and the Thiruketheeswaram Temple Restoration
Society and helped elevate, broaden and sustain the religious sensibi-
lity of the Hindus. He also became an active member of the
Jaffna Oriental Studies Society, which sought to revive and foster
Sanskrit and Tamil Jearning. His long association with this body
made him in due time its distinguished representative on the courts
of the University of Ceylon. His work as the youthful and energetic
Secretary of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association nearly
thirty years ago, and the sage and sober counsel which he gave
the Northern Province Principals’ Association as its estéemed
President towards the close of his eventful career, will ever remain
green in the minds of his fellow educators.

It is our hope that Mr. Ambikaipakan will, in his well-
merited retirement, press more vigorously toward the mark which
he has set for himself. Fortunately he lays down the burden of
office at a time when his health and his mental faculties are still
unimpaired. He will, therefore, be able to bring to his wider
sphere of activity the same zest and the same talents as he has
displayed in the past. May he be granted sufficient strength to

speed up the cultural and literary revival that is coming over our
country.

“Hoew dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnished, not to shine in use

As tho’ to breathe were life..ciereen. .

Some work of noble note, may yet be done
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THE PRINCIPAL WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE TEACHERS GUILD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE






AMBIKAIPAKAN OF VAIDYESHWARA

BY
K. POORANAMPILLALI, B. A. (Lond.) Post-Graduate Trained.
Principal, St. John’s College Jaffna.

When Mr. S. Ambikaipakan of R. K. M. Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
retires from the Principalship on the 2nd of May this year, the
Educational service of this country will be losing a devoted teacher,
a lover of Tamil, a believer in the importance of religion in the
educative process and a fighter for the rights of teachers.

Soon after he had become Principal in 1935, 1 attended a
meeting of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association at Vaidyesh-
wara. We felt heartily welcomed not only by Mr. Ambikaipakan,
but also by the Staff, both tutorial and non-tutorial. It was, I
believe, because of the welcome that exuded from everybody there
that Vaidyesbwara became the venue for the meetings of the
N. P. T. A. and also the N. P. P. A. To this atmosphere, Mr.
Ambikaipakan contributed not a little with his broad smile and
warmth of welcome.

Mr. Ambikaipakan has been noted for his liberal outlook-
Educationists know that the intangibles like attitudes and values
are caught — from the home, from one’s friends and associates,
and from one’s teachers. There is no doubt that Mr. Ambikaipakan
is what he is because his parents and relatives have been persons
of culture. We can also trace the influence of his associates in
Madras — at the Presidency College and Victoria Hostel — persons
like Prof. T. M. P. Mahadevan, M. P. Periasamy, Theertharappan,
C. Subramaniam, Marai Malai Adigal, Namasivaya Mudaliar, Kalki
and others. It was also probably his association with the Indian
struggle for freedom that made him a supporter of all progressive
movements and liberal causes — whether it be the Youth Congress,

the fight for the rights of teachers, or of the Minorities, including
the Minority Tamils.

People, especially politicians and educationists, often talk of
the importance of religion in education. There is no doubt that
religion is the basis of a sound education, but many who say this
pay only lip service: religion does not play a vital role in their
lives, nor in the institutions with which they are associated. But
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ai shwara Vidyalaya, especially at
e been“tz b\efe‘;]d}s,te:fc\rc by th)é fact that religion
has a significant part in the life of the School. Tfll_e_Head of t}];e
School and his Assistants must themselvgs take' re 1gxohn seno(;:s'y
for it to have any influence on the pupils. Thhls Sh:}lls ]a;;gevne hr:l(tl:
Vaidyeshwara, and in that respect, pupils of the bc oqt, ] et- :
the basis of a sound education. The 'School,. fy 1}31 ocation,
has had to draw a fair proporation of its pupils from h]omes }I:Ot
abundantly blessed with cultural m_ﬂuences, but neverthless, they
go out into the world with the right values and ideals caught

from the Principal and his assistants.

Mr. Ambikaipakan’s love of Tamil _has shown itsglf. in. the
many activities with which he was associated. Most dlstmgulsh_ed
Tamil or Hindu Scholars visiting Ceylon are persuaded_ to visit
Jaffna and Vaidyeshwara. If, as the Greeks said, education results
also from the contemplation of greatness, the visits of religious
dignitaries and Tamil Scholars will not be without their effect.
One should not be surprised if among the Tamil writers of the
near future in Ceylon, are to be found many old pupils of Mr.
Ambikaipakan.

The aspect of his character which has attracted us, fellow
Heads of Schools, was his dedication to the School. He and his
two aides, Messrs C. Vyramuttu and T. Seenivasagam, were sincere
teachers, and together they collected a team of like-minded assist-
ants. It is this happy team work under Mr. ‘Ambikaipakan’s leader-
ship, that not only raised Vaidyeshwara to Grade I status, but
also made ‘it in a sense, a centre of cultural and religious acti-
vities. To-day the School has an ethos of its own, and people

will look back on the Ambikaipakan period th ]
of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. ’ P s e Golden Age

those who
opening time¢, would h

Mr. Ambxkalpakan has a strong team spirit, which made him
not only appreciative of his colleagues, but also willing and ready
;o do the “little bit extra ", necessary to achieve success in what-
a;(;:ir }ﬁssozn hand. These qualltles,'together with his wide knowledge
e t%amtsmg ab:hty, led to his being elected to hold high
e Ae eachers world: President of the Northern Province
b f ssociation, President of the Principals  Association,

mber of the Senate of the University of Ceyl ¢
University bodies Th 4 e edfronati ML
. ose of us who have been associated with him

will remem '
ber him as a map of culture, genial and warm hearted,

and as a principal wh
. 0 : s
taton i ]affna.p has made a definite contribution to edu-
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A TRIBUTE

BY
K. A. SELLIAH, B.Sc., F.P.S., Dip-in-Ed., J.P.
Manager, Jaffna College

I am glad of the opportunity afforded by the Editor of this
Souvenir to pay my tribute to the life and work of Mr. Ambikai-
pakan, whom I have known for many years and quite closely during
the last few years. My close association with him was during the
period when we were members of the Northern Province Principals’
Association and of its Executive Committee.

[ first came to know him as an active member of the Jaffna
Youth Congress. When Mahatma Gandhi visited Jaffna in 1927
he was in the forefront amongst the youth, serving as a volunteer
and helping out in the organisation of the programme during
this visit.

Then for some years I lost sight of him. During this period
he was away in India pursuing his University studies. =~ When he
returned after his University studies he became a teacher and
later principal of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. During this period he
threw himself fully into the activities of the Northern Province
Teachers’ Association. He and I served on the committee of the
N.P.T. A. for many years and I came to know him and his
views on many educational and religious matters. I was strengthened
in my assessment of him as a teacher, as a Hindu leader, as a
person of culture later on, when he and I were more closely
associated with the Northern Province Principals’ Association.

Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya owes its present position as one of
the first grade Colleges in the North to his wise administration and
able leadership. He is the maker of modern Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya.

Mr. Ambikaipakan is one of the finest expoments of Hindu
Tradition and Culture and is a gentleman to his fingertips. His
humility, geniality and friendliness have made lasting impressions in
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my mind and I always think of him as one of the finest Hindu

friends for whom I have very great respect.

He was closely associated with some of the Hindu .]eaders
in India. This association gave him a fresh outlook on life and
especially on religious matters. Whatever cause he advocated he
always did it with a genuine passion for the cause, but never
allowed his passion to run riot and hurt the feelings .of. others,
The Kala Nilayam, The Tamil festivals and visits of religious and
cultural Jeaders from India took a great deal of his attention and
time. He and the community at large were happy about these
associations. The work he did for the progress of his own religion
and for the advancement of Tamil Culture and the deep and
abiding interest he has taken in social and educational matters are
well known to the Jaffna public. It is my hope and that of
many others like me that during his retirement he will continue
to do the good work he has been doing in the social, religious
and cultural fields.

It is my prayer that God will bless him and grant him
health and strength during his retirement to continue to do the
good work he has been doing in the various fields mentioned

above. The Tamil community needs more men and women of
his type.

Educ?ation is not the amount of information that is put into
your brain and runs riot there, undigested all your life. We
mu§t have life-building, man-making, character-making, assimilation
gf ideas. If you have assimilated five ideas and made them your
life and character, you have more education than any man who has
got by heart a whole library. If education were identical with

infol’mation the llbIa.I ie \\'46} ]d 5
1 ’ "
&Lnd eIlCSC.OI)aedlaS the RlShlS.

— Swami Vivekanande.
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SHR1 S. AMBIKAIPAKAN —
THE MAN AND HIS ACHIEVEMENT

BY
C. VYRAMUTHU, B. A.,
Retired Vice-Principal, Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya.

On the 2nd of May 1968, when Shri Ambikaipakan steps
down from the Principal’s pedestal, he will have completed thirty
two years and seven months of service as Principal of Vaidyeshwara.
Looking at him one finds it difficult to believe that he has reached
the statutory age of compulsory retirement. But for a bald patch
on his pate, visible only from the rear, his youthful appearance,
the beaming smile and the dimples on his cheeks belie his age.
Blessed with a band of loyal colleagues at school and a dutiful
and devoted family at home, well may one point to him as an
illustration of the ancient Tamil adage, “ @ar wsssr apar wmss.’”

Shri Ambikaipakan’s association with Vannarponnai and with
those connected with the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya began from the
time he joined Jaffna Hindu College for his secondary education.
His years at Jaffna Hindu under Principal Troupe helped to develop
in him a taste for English Literature and a love for reading,
which has been a passion with him ever since. Besides, it was
during this period that he came into close contact with the late
Yogar Swamigal of revere:l memory and his band of devotees who
included among others the late Kalai Pulavar Navaratnam and
Shri C. Mylvaganam. They exercised a very beneficent influence
on him during his formative years. It was to them that he owed
his introduction to the vast Ramakrishna—Vivekananda Literature

and his intense love and devotion to the ideals of the Ramakrishna
Mission.

On the completion of his secondary education at Jaffna
Hindu, he was keen on going for higher-studies, but in the twenties,
the Ceylon University College which prepared candidates for the
external examinations of the London University was the only avenue




wanted to go for higher education in C_eylon'
B tn hfeor:: t::sew:shoat a diadvantage, as he ha'd not studxstdhea
o language earlier. He did not, however, like many ers
<_313551C31 acl;bs begin with declining ‘mensa’ and conjugating
In t:(’)si)ut aoyn, the advice of a veteran sch‘ool masFer., took the
b;:)T:i step of crossing the straits and »seekmg admlss;(l): ]Otom;}:z
Presidency College, Madras. It was a bold step,d a: elzeyhard
opportunities were so few and even London Graduates w

put to it to get a teaching post.

ope

His stay in Madras during those eventful years of t.he
Indian National Movement and the struggle for Indegendenhce with
the Satyagraha campaigns, picketting, boycott and lathl-charges, had
a profound influence in moulding hl.S character and .p.ersonallt}.r. The
intense patriotism, the self-less service and the spirit of .dedlcatlon
of the great Indian leaders left a great impress on .hlm. One
visible change which his friends noticed in him was his love of
Khaddar. He was then such an uncompromising Khadarite, that
at his wedding in 1941, neither parental pleading nor the persua-
sion of friends could make him wear anything other than Khaddar
as a bride-groom. His admiration for the Indian leaders was very
great and he would often recall with a sense of justifiable pride
how, within hours of the passing away of Motilal Nehru, he had set
on foot a campaign for the collection of funds for getting a portrait
of the great leader unveiled in the hall of the Victoria Hostel. Besides
the nationalist movement, the Ramakrishna Mission and its activities
attracted his attention and he became a regular visitor to the
Ramakrishna Math and Students Home at Mylapore. The story
goes that some who saw this handsome young man so often at
the Ramakrishna Math began to feel he would one day don the
saffron robes and join the monastic order. Fortunately, their fears did
not materialise and in 1941, he became Nagulambikaipakan and to
the great relief of his fond parents he has been successful in
leaving his image behind in ample measure. He returned from
Madras, imbued with the high and noble ideals of the Mission.

It was in the fitness of things that some time after his
return from Madras, on the completion of his University studies,
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he should: have been chosen' by the late: Swami Vipulanandaji as
his collaborator in the work of building the Shivananda Vidyalaya:
Those were difficult days of pioneering when they were building an
educational township in what was then an arid and inhospitable
sandy tract at Kalladi-Uppodai. He used to refer to this period
as the period of penance and Tapasya. They really were; and
the Tapasya he performed bore immediate fruit and within a
short period of less than two years he was able to come over to
Jaffna and the head-ship of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, when, in
October 1935, Mr. P. Ragupathy succeeded in persuading Swami
Vipulanandaji to release him from the headmaster-ship of the school.

Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya in 1935 was a small Junior Secondary
school with about hundred and fifty students and seven teachers
with classes up to the Junior School Certificate. The school which
until then had a chequered career, now entered upon an era of
stabilisation and progress. @~ With the encouragement given by
Swami Vipulanandaji and a sense of purpose engendered by the
new set-up, the combined efforts of the small band of dedicated
workers began to yield results. Cent per-cent or near cent per-cent
results at the Junior School Certificate examinations, then the
highest examination conducted by the Department of Education,
earned for the school the confidence of pupils and parents and
paved the way for its subsequent development. With the outbreak
of the second world-war in 1939 and the consequent difficulty in
holding the Cambridge Examinations in Ceylon, the Department of
Education began holding its own Senior School Certificate Examin-
nation to replace the Cambridge Examination and Vaidyeshwara
Vidyalaya began presenting candidates for this examination. Once again
the school scored a cent per-cent success when it presented its first
batch of students and thus the school was set on the road to
progress.

But this, however, meant a widening of the curriculum, pro-
vision of library and laboratory facilities that would compare
favourably with those provided by the long established schools in
the neighboarhood. All these tasks, stupendous though they were,
did not find Ambikaipakan wanting. With the generous assistance
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ponsibilities and render greater service
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for the cause of education.

The unprecedentedly swelling r.1umbers that now sought i;ld-
mission rendered the physical expansion .of the schoql a compelling
necessity. The first building programme inaugurated in 1947, when
the foundation for the laboratory block was .lald b}.f .the late
Sir Vaitilingam Duraiswamy, proved to be an'ausplcmus be.gmnmg.. The
building programme started then has continued ever since, with a
great leap forward in 1954, when, with the amp]f: funds that came
in as a result of the carnival and raffle organised in 1953, the
hall and the extensions to the laboratory block were constructed. Since
then, by a careful husbanding of resources and with the assistance
of the members of parliament for the area he has been able to
transform the sheds that once formed the school into permanent
buildings, and with the block lately declared open by Mr. G. G.
Ponnambalam Q. C., M. P. for Jaffna, he may well claim that he
Jeaves not a single cadjan roof behind.

Situated in the heart of the town, with a number of well-
established schools with hoary traditions all around, it was no easy
task for Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, which had literally to inch its
way to its present position as a super-grade institution. That it
has been able to do it, is the measure of the success of Ambikai-
pakan’s stewardship of the institution over the years, and an eloquent
testimony to his grit and tenacity of purpose. He always had a
clear idea of his objective and worked assiduously to achieve it.
His ability to pick on the right persons for the job, and the
unreserved confidence he reposed in them together with the very
in.tormality of his attitude to his colleagues helped to create a
climate of good-will and friendliness wherein each felt himself his
master and gave of his best for the common good. This has been

a distinctive feature of life at Vaidyeshwara and the secret of its
success.

Ambikaipakan’s work

, at school, g it i
part ‘of His activity, , great as it is, formed only a

No single field of activity could contain his



ebullient spirit. He has played a prominent part in all professional,
social, religious, literary and cultural activities in Jaffna. There has
been hardly any public activity in Jaffna during the last quarter
of a century with which he has not been connected in some
measure or other. His services in various fields have earned for
him due recognition. The old students of Vaidyeshwara showed
their affection and gratitude for his services by celebrating in a
very fitting manner his Silver Jubilee when in 1960 he completed
twentyfive years of service as Principal. And at the Kamban Vizha
celebrated about two years ago, an appreciative public presented him
with a medal in recognition of his manifold services in the cause
of religion, literature and culture: and the Northern Province Principals’
Association conferred on him the signal honour of electing him its
President for two consecutive terms.

It was my great good fortune to have enjoyed his friendship
and affection now for nearly forty years and been his co-worker,
sharing in his trials and joys and see the institution, so dear
to us both, grow under his fostering care.

One of our quondam colleagues, whom we affectionateiy
called Father Sarma, had a peculiar delight in coining jingles.
One such was —“ The joy of joys is the joy that joys in the
joy of others”; and Ambikaipakan was one who always joyed in
the joy of others.

And now when he bids good-bye to birch and book — the
twin symbols of pedagogic authority — and is relieved of the
chores of school administration, he will, we hope, enter on a period
of dynamic retirement when he can devote his time and attention,
among other things, to the wider field of reform in educational
policy so necessary for the progress of the country.

An intensely religious person that he is, he has for sometime
been longing for the quiet and seclusion of his rural retreat at
Mani-Manai, there to ponder over the subtleties of the Sidhantha
philosophy or the Vedantha-Sidhantha Samarasam of Saint Thayuma-
navar and the excellence of Kamban's poetry and the devotional
lyrics of the great Saiva Saints.

May Lord Vaidyeshwaran bless him and his family with
long life, health and prosperity and enable him to live a life of
continued usefulness to the country and its people.
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AN ERA ENDS
BY

Dr. K. BALASINGAM, M. R. C. O. G.

The retirement of our Principal, Mr. S. Ambikaipakan, brings
to an end an era in the annals of our Ulma Mater, Vaideshwara
Vidyalayam. This marks the departure of the last of the three
musketeers under whom the school has progressed immensely. Mr.
S Ambikaipakan is retiring after 35 years of yeoman service. He
has been an idealist, and I am sure that it will be a difficult
problem to find a suitable replacement. During his service of 35
years, he bas devoted all his time and energy for the great
cause of improving the school and thereby not: only kept the

Torch of learnig lit, but also made its rays shine over a greater
area and for this service, the people of Vannarponnai and the
Tamil Nation at large owe him their sincere thanks.

During my student days at the Vidyalayam, Mr. Ambikaipakan
had taught me English Literature, and Tamil. My association with
him has left a lasting impression on me and what I am to-day is
really due to his guidance and help.

His amiable disposition, pleasing smile, simplicity and de-
votion to his duties had made him stand miles ahead of the
present day teachers. He had discharged his duties so efficiently
that he earned the distinction as a great teacher.

Mr. Ambikaipakan had not limited his activities to the school
alone; but had also actively engaged in literary works. He had
been a regular contributor to the Elakesari, Virakesari and Ela Nadu,
He had distinguished himself by being the president of the
Principals Association and by being a2 member of the Ceylon
University Senate, University Court and National Commission of
the UNESCO. He was actively engaged in organising receptions
for great religious and literary leaders like Swami Ramadas,
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Yogi Suthananda, Poet Namakal Ramalingam, Kalki Krishna-

moorthy etc.

many platforms and has distinguished
himself as a great speaker. He could speak Onh m.iyd.sub]ect dﬁ
any time for any length of time and keep. the au 1er1ceh spi
bound by his masterful oratory. Il.l one of his recent s[f)eec esﬂ_ e
had espoused the cause of establishing a UmVerS“}c’l 0}' d]3 r}]‘a
which is a great need of the day. He bad also advocated the
need for a Sister College and the expansion of‘the present schOf)l
with a playground. I wish that these see the light of the dz‘ly in
his lifetime and I hope the old students, and othe.r well. wishers
and benefactors take up these causes and fulfill his desm?s. By
doing so we will be rewarding him for the yeoman services he

has rendered ta us over the past 35 years as a Principal.

He had addressed on

We read in the Bhagavad - Gita again and again that we
must all work incessantly. All work is by nature composed of
good and evil. We cannot do any work which will not do
some good somewhere; there cannot be any work which will not
cause some harm somewhere. Every work must necessarily be
a mixture of good and evil; yet we are commanded to work
incessantly. Good and evil will both have their results, will
produce their Karma. Good action will entail upon us good
effect; bad action, bad. But good and bad are both bondages
of the soul. The solution reached in the Gita in regard to
this bondage-producing nature of work is, that if we do not

attach ourselves to the work we do, it will not have any
binding effect on our soul.
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HE IS AN INSTITUTION BY HIMSELF
BY
K. KAILANATHAN,
Shroff, Jaffoa Mutual Benefit Fund Etd;
Vannarponnai, Jaffpa.

My association with Mr. Ambikaipakan extends over a short
period only. But I knew him from my childhood. I have heard
about him, seen him in action and he has asserted himself suffi-
ciently to draw my attention towards him.

As one of the closest friends of my father, I have seen them
chatting together at my father’s office, The Jaffna Mutual Benefit
Fund Ltd. In fact, my knowledge about Mr. Ambikaipakan is
through my father. Since my father’s office and his school are
situated side by side, only separated by a wall, their association
extends over a number of decades. My father knew him in and
out. He used to tell me about bhim, the state of the institution
at that time when he joined as its Principal and the work he has
been doing devotedly to bring the institution to the present
state.

I should say that Mr. Ambikaipakan must have been born to shape
the destinies of Vaidyeshwara. 1 myself could recollect the state
and size of the school about 30 years back when I was a small
boy; and 1 have myself seen the institution growing day by day,
year by year into a magnificient one with substantial buildings,
science laboratories, library etc. And I hear that it has a well-
qualified and adequate staff. It is well known that these were the
results of the efforts of Mr. Ambikaipakan. And we Hindus cannot
forget Mr. Ambikaipakan for the services he has rendered indirectly
but devotedly to the Hindu community in particular and to the
whole of the Island in general by making Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
one of the leading Hindu institutions in Ceylon.

It was in the fitness of things that The Ramakrishna Mission
appointed him as the Principal of Vaidyeshwara in 1935 when he
was just 27. For me it is very difficult even to imagine
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how any other person could have shouldered that responsibility
so courageously and bravely at such a young age as Mr. An.]bl-
kaipakan. Of course they say that the courageous are .the \vltFlgst_
Mr. Ambikaipakan must have been a man of Some'e.xtraordmary ability,
talent and aptitude, to impress the authorities of that great
Ramakrishna Mission at such a young age. It is true that Mr,
Ambikaipakan is a man of dynamic personality.

The biography of Mr. Ambikaipakan would show that his
activities were not confined to the school alone. He was an active
trade - unionist who held a number of important and responsible
offices in the teachers’ unions. He was secretary of the Northern
Province Teachers’ Association. He was president of the Northern
Province Principals’ Association. He has taken active part in the
various social and religious activities. ~He was responsible for
bringing down to Ceylon a number of religious people and learned
scholars on various occasions as speakers. He has edited a number
of books. He is a regular contributor to a number of daily papers
and magazines on religious, literary and educational topics. He
was a member of the Ceylon University senate. He was a member
of the Ceylon University Court for three years as a representative
of the Oriental Studies Society. He was a member of the National
Commission of the UNESCO. He was a member of the Ceylon
Sahitya Academy and organised the Sahitya day in Jaffna. These
are a few of his activities outside the school. Very seldom do we
come across a versatile man like Mr. Ambikaipakan. He is an
institution by himself.

We cannot separate Vaidyeshwara and Mr. Ambikaipakan, for,
when we think of Vaidyeshwara we think of Mr. Ambikaipakan and
vice versa. We cannot think or imagine a Vaidyeshwara without
Mr. Ambikaipakan. No person is more familiar than Mr. Ambikaipakan
to almost two generations of teachers and students at Vaidyeshwara

and every stone in that institution has a tale to tell about this
great soul.

By his retirement the school has lost one who could be an
example and a source of inspiration to every section of the school
community. His retirement would be felt very much by his
colleagues and by his students and above all by the parents of
the students at Vaidyeshwara and the public of Jaffna. In the
h_lcsltory of this E‘nstitution, “ The Ambikaipakan Era” can be con-
iSl ered as the “ Golden _Era " of Vaidyeshwara. May he live a
ong life of retirement with peace, happiness and prosperity.

— 4y —



Gur Peyi B F. UV BLITHGBT B, A. DT H6T
Guir pp pEfur 1or o B

AAAAAAANAAAANAA

5w & sH1Poup (8 georear Dip - Civil Eng.,

o gSawar af$Suraul uep wTeTaT FEs 2.U S,
Caedamid @rriwean open &wmsrer gdvaii.

Qupws aearm QsTifggl ureFCsmn sVEESTL, YSTWSD S
sLals Qar@sGw IJQsGLTIlosser o Iyl el wm wen oLl Qupm
GCur pTLmb weTW FTLYd wrer YA Yrbusswed sHD, FLL L &
5% F@5$5C50 wer wrsThs Ceowulh Cemeisr QPoLssTRSDO eperTmy
ga@mBsear dmasfavar dSHurwwsSH saal SHGL Ty TESGE
oG5 5.

wrer T priliige, Hpa@ss soaduuld n sTesHw, wf @ mw
oyt smas gL QrrmAw QT iy wa s o®s0560. Ys5&TT TS
S@aib, dsHurowwssn Ao yav@sear < @Awrmdad ueslwrpmu euwibs
g 2 pelerhib Bumrw HTESTHLTHU FB. G dal. QraAdswUT Jyaui
sofler sramB s @aud, ‘‘@iwsg Qesriyorss sT Quelss'’ @daadsHwumr
owssn Geripy uwyss apuuldarfCu Geiplsar. Y@AlLQuUTWE
“wrer dSPwrewwss uempw wreraflQerm auert’ aerm Qsmaeu e L pF
Suw, Qumowys QsTirerds5ss amsled QaadsHlurawusSer &retb,
Briaursp, &L L qpb IYoWEHRBSPaTnG. RWE Q&TL 19 @b, Ygidbu
wGUYF Pwiserwrs oty sTLSES Qe alSHureuwid @erm e wr
s0al FNGL YHSGLENLTLTE — GG IOTE oaribg Weliagmn
Qsdverd sTrrevyTs, JQUIFTSH @WPSSaui JPui . &. bl SLT 6T
QYUTSGT T LIHH, WTD YNV FPWPLIX FBWsECw LD 2 @i 6Tear
@ITLD .,

Qars EAwuusasty, Anps Csma, QFwmpnmper, Fwwiiuewl, &b
upm, sergrayareynd Q@ar@egearar podways@erddwmd QeurtiSg erer
D585 whnms Cuoearewu wweriss ML g . Qed erarg BHWLT 6T6T D
amsiley @aimy wrewr UTTFTL LY WaFaumTws & elady. eraflgyh,

“pwde® porPJyfps LW gL wTi
uesry urgri® apev@.’’

T aueT@pui FMwFBUTw @eaedr 2@wsGw uTFm @ 6T (6 WITGET 6F 6T
urgrilc g swislBauan@w? eaarp d@esy oo wursCu Qs Tt
&G mair.

- L s



; viGer shels SIE®S LWiSS JUITIDPRESS WBTS
,@gwabw?s"zg:ﬂ;’wﬁffwﬂ'é slLL$ ST wpurGan® Quérn Sps%mum
QBsLQUHD APuTwiseT, U &/@LJTF @Qb &7, NI PSSl @mgum Q@._
&l. Fallairgsd PSNTT p_ga‘l?u_m@fﬂturr.asm g'x/?@urfugg;/. ardmru_lrr. p_a.m!*‘)u{_“_@,m
1953 b Yoy Gw & dovad] Lp T oy LD ﬁ'l—m@,@_ﬁ@w“”ﬂﬂf —é‘IW'—"TW’Tﬁﬁ’T 97561‘{7
yrer 5% Gsisdl @6 i 1) & 500 LITTT .« @Qﬁv. afgpraiGa, é‘l.i@uﬁﬁlﬂéﬁl._@m
Gw IFysGD, WIS YluurTdGbsl 20T s g
QuuHw sdvliyeeT Sw. &- gmg‘g’@?mmwﬁa»}m @ﬁﬁw.%@@ﬂfa;gnuﬂ@!_g
508 BT o UG LDSSHEAUSL. dAprladssarsd, sabg
Qe revwLeuiiser  eT@@a s GLo QGTLD, &FTOLLDLGS 5&vu@urr5@a;:rsl.asmfrm
wulEd yaelpr @58y adpriGure L& m‘ﬂm/ﬂfmsu_m:a @m,@ﬁfql_m BEOL_
Qubpsl. WTED & aflprailer i s Par &S sVHG WHWD UTESEWD
QumpGmaedr.

'gl_bmmn"asdr GTATIT &

TaTEGL yPuUT YauTHE_GLD pavLFsTTRU ou YU LS. &m.
@, gaisear HDm. S. Fofl Yauisear glwwu & QAAw  yeruiser oo
B Qaurs Ppss HIuTSS5ESLD, lw QsrTaT(hsGd 2sbHUPLD 20N ESUPLD
gsram Qsr®ss JUITS®PSs dopis AYsSPE BHer@isGerafar,
wer@rai shplwg GuUTe yPugaisar @Gy s53s GCarGarsah 66T @®s
T T B (SR T .

@%rourph awwesg TigpaTar@n 2L @ pelldarabured 19529
g ® Geoauld@iCsTiey Qupns sTusT® wigs CsdpsGser. 1953 b
Yyar® OsrTLssn @& sogrivear warisfésms YFui Jurs@EpL b
Jurg IJTyEGRu YWWEFTSLTUHTRT FSTES@HLWLD Coijsmpsds
Csr®, QUBuUTHBsEm s QGaudwasdr pLTSH5HE JCaTssyrs,
Ifugans gsad ylybd eardly aaréEgGs Horgsmwvurd Jaurgg Qum
QuUHRdWYL, BFRAWOYSHTYL BTATTHSLD HSTSHE FmQUSTS A®BESSH. QLI
ugmymLwrerer Qgmidy ‘‘palew Qgmub mrevpwd Cumed uuied 6 smmeh
FOVUST 55555 "

QuurLsréveaw oresrmsd safshés epererd wf @) m &, ekewr
Boyer Feuuisr ysraldBGrs ST S DT YHswTar &L L L Km&eT SLL L
Qupmgl. Bui e sefer Q@mrevwrigdod sar_. Ghg Favuulewd LD,
Hogaym Qar®sg pbsTiser, wf K98FwrswTass sFuTlleepn, FHsES
5§ Coips glww saurlblsessr aoBVTrg YSTdULLLD, YSTOUYLD LT T
wresd Qupry @GeadgsPHuraowsmss GeauBar BLTsS ubSTiHer.

b @& GLrprl Yl s TAsHr L 2. GTE. IYMUEET TOWOTLD STV
burrés@frb@as;i)u weari FQlwwL_5Cs aumBarpar. Y@@, @ adHuTewd
ég;;rwl_{&rrw Bl m b5 98r YHui sTwsHed @QUCUTDFWL IYbSWDS
é"/mf-—!ﬁ:d_fzm.@ e HoCprsgi_ s, @Qsmy HMsGus walarHhnsCsm® wH
Opbss a& grilewuyn @) %rusyeiwear Qgeruamg eTau®mBw @LiLs0 &meTeu.

By g



(‘'nyanweilp ‘D "IN pue mewawmﬁﬁE&« 'S "IN ‘Hepueueunewarg ruesg Jwg
‘weujeIeAeN ‘Y TN .Eammmmicumm ‘L "IN — 3YSry o3 33 paieq)
SALVIOOSSVY dSOTO SIH ANV I[INVMS dHL HLIM TVJIONINd N0







Quuoid Cumrg Geueiraef aflpmreyus i wflen e wr e @a;rru;ml_m_l_'l(au,[b,m 9B I
Qb5 FPBTLY® Qo gmeuGy TS giowll gy en @ eusir,

AHui Bw. 9ibensiLimsereui e Werumpa  @)eu S Hurwws e
2D pCarer g ui@®&Her v Lo © & m s B & it uy > Cup@amera@sr®, Qs s qr
Moow Zereyw G B s gs © & evor D e g HUTTGI™p&is Cumsr®@wear @ el
awga®&@arn YPuruisruy &5 < Pflw DY & LT ST uyh 96ty ew Lo Sailly
vl ey_er Geuess g & © & meiT &) 6ir 3 m 6ér .

RIS G UT m Dmhs 05 wa@ral; &aiBumy Qupmeuri. o
&TEALD, PODUTSYLD Ben_ QL pyh AW LI el 6T, & ouwisLew) &eir o7 5 gy it
swpg URGQsTET® Lenflyfuar, eBSBTyTD Naureows Bmiuesf Geulw
W TLEG PSSP ewbswpd Y HTay Bbgiselwenw a6l Db 1SS H
sflwg; UuTyml(®s &flw 5. ‘‘BeupLb SUPL_WITT&HT G’ 6T ar G GIT @15 G T
gpyararg Cure Sns QsmrarGir, swalg QsrarB_m U DDID TS
OQupp QawSureiser Seaupenwmi GTGTLI G &FT@ayLh Qur s swmarg .

8®. w9 sums el er A% > @ aneuuderuyib urgmTLy TS
THCUTHT I SGL Lo o g? Qaidups < epiiaer 6T (Lp G QU T IT 60T IT (G5) 6D
s YUrwrhyh uvsskisear QemeTL Sreévayeflar rHel@h. e gib
I (BLOUGT Ly ST 2y b BT e au mud 6 m s L uri&@g YGpsbsSullarmny  Lwere ey
Qgar erevr ewf GT GBT GW)| W T 6B W & @Q/&@é@anﬁh@@@pﬁ'ﬂ.

YHui Hm. yblosursear yuisGar; Qari g urfwri yaisGen;
Ys8oisCer; Bhiser eeedm @bEGEHD OBy s wrpbg pHuUHsd L
yfsg Gumb, ysepb, &b, ApiyQuu @l v Tl o diefiserms.

“GpssT PgH@mor Garvrir falenas

Qur pissTCen Bipar ofenr.”
Spouw yfAbgmi eumpey eTLiLg? wpb Yfssmi umpey ey /e Lo UL ?
TaTUm S aeerui @By @)L &S Qoerrragyd daamrey ypsrs olers
8 s 966y, 80. yuvliemsursear Gumermd wmpm UG @56 i & 1w
S Cwe mrb Hepaugd urgriBagih amps s g s,

QU 6T & & LD

S
13



Q_Q/Tﬂ'm_r L|(HodpT
i g5 191 BT Quusr. pdHHSW0T T B Ooles

aperarih gL s GsLLmer wpri 65 9aafl (hdELd et ewrLb
QaL_Lmen®’ eTerm Qermgh Gsamrrb Lmh D ES3. AP, GsLL_mer
e m AL QerHSET TDWTLD of gl @siT eI Qumr@eTu@ b eTer LT Qe .
Qefiw®ssmer eard Qur@er Fmiaui Q. ot g & Mwmud (/& GLb?

CuThs IBSET araraui®’ ererm Q&ML BEGW ur_ e, s Sw
QgD @ pTwCL &GS aaruma M SH0 @Qumer SmuQumewgl
Y5 Bu@gard Tarayd et mioGLo GpaeTarab AflouT @0 FTTTA.
Y E@P Quilu yrmessB®, AP Buwg eTarab GTEETLD oger pTLWCLGLS
ey 19S5 Bz sPprir Qum@er &a IR GOT (BT

Qe gwrer QD Qumr@ermy &S ABaudarsefls BwL_GuDID.

« ¢ gyasmen UG Qaelaubs@sT®m BTN g 5@ ger. BHEISEHLD
g & &L LT GES6T. g sar fwur @) @5 G o w T @) QLD Aopwll Uy dSalr.
og bz pradwt uysELlUTCs OsMAps. Ibs prad Hs ADYS
wrer UMLLL. &®S IYWIDLL, @& FoDLI— TRTLD Yl YX, ST
BTwslT 9B ST @SS Qeug A mi H@fwun. TSI T LD & & 6ifl 6ot
aaTel UTRRHGL Qe Awl LUTERHGL JUUTHULL AU@SE SSTHTU
gor srl Pwel&Qmer. 2 m&6T qUuArTwugms, MBS UgS &L umhSSF
Q&medgymser.””’

Qaury @orto Qeisfus S p@way B,

Gulw sevL_aumrmy, Fww FTOskTYyD @)&sTE, WHSTE @QwaHw
HIes%Ty JoTUES F®asSvubd, ST s mroswuBsdrs LDk é
G& i WRAPsWYD S0EG QUOLTS LW i, AMsHwur AGHT
S T md Yyumys Smperd. Ylu BHro&HTS Csuy Qupps vy SSF
FPUEGD B fL gD 2 6TET BT HGT WAL Td Y HwD UTEHE
sh@sF QewadllL uawd @n FO&-0O3HSGU Qurgirarg! eud LUl
8 Gewad@w Gprsmsl uTissTd REsTESS D ufl ewe eTupSib LOTET
wisTepw dwliumiei! @aurn sHpOG @ETURSTEL  RBG Qu@mLs
@b @isrolle GopsRmrm? QLU R afl@ eTLp@mD. YLb, et OICEEIET
QweDmi! e eyiudTdy  oausSawar 6 sHurews e 2Py myd
@ w &R mpri.

@&6&18@71_'1 uasssps QIO uflomsdn 9sHais 18 @B LT Gl
Hw. yuliasursedr aarah @%repi ulb QupHB@pb 6T 6T G9I LD Qum sS

SV



Cur® apdady. Gedrgyd vy ssGaam@o, o fevey @)etrayid evar i & &G o evar
G erargys YuBr@sTar @b G SsBa e B Ter G B EFFWD., LgLHU
wyss St uaw s sCur ugalowGur er@FTLFTLOGw, 66 6T <& &M
w! stvwrafuri Gobmems Bar.. P 5 mefl G G w mrmy m il &Pul &
mowhs ALl BEGDEL YD, @umrw & mauenT(HLd GO G b LI G
wrm, usasEmsud Qudw Ly meT b aaruar WwswTHw yflu s
5% auoghs Qualul gy Qedgmi! @mmard BHI® BHit—LID sTaI b CHTSG
Qarise emmerd 2w mulpm? QsnEG QUanB STTETBESET G DT,
gary @aufl$8ew Quours Yyowhs Swwmiad; WHDPWSE QauTs S
HisTe FeuTsb. 0 BTG QsPwb, SSHab, JrPwWD eTar Gl
Qaurpgompulid sHwasddwmuiary lerdmgn Quilwmri &0 arer @Qu@uTw S
wHeSIL@BL Hb. L. Qu. grger arisear, &saTHs T. M. P. w1 G & aeuar
Sauisar, wpwlTsTer Yymwsed 6. &Udgwalwub yudser PpsVTEE® L
Yurisad, SigssrTrliust (usr) WPsSTC@BL GaunBwLw &F& LIIT 1§ & GiT
THT RS Fur G QamawssTwd s0als@plar Aply TS5FMSWE TETUDS
BT 2P EHWPY L. UNSE Spass5HH ulbisTas Do wphred B aeriss
mrerian Gatari sugsHm dyvTarss Juser, sUywun paTSSerh
2 Curer wHouMw s ypQuersayd psrald awmssrTe Hareld B B
sy voifaugripn. @ searuwer, SUllpswp CHmbd (HmSw) %% messtl @
QUGN FFLOD GHGHTL_ .

8. gvimsurser yuisdar B Hrosdr yrTysGsmmib, BT TULb
Cosrmid @i ewllu A@Glub Jyaur g edmarsSe HmerGsmpb auergemuiHol.
Seual@pLuh per@aflle llp wararisall_$89 D GuQaTany bsg; Herpmal
b @ pprefl gy wdrarwsal_ B GUUGSHSS. S0ps SaelwmersdTd
CurppGuas@®, glopyd mFusdsud @ariss Gaar®h — @) s5Ca
2565 awflu miub. yadpiss Qsdvad, HHsTrd ApLiy @ dHmier
@parCoad QawrTs @rulL_gao Cuwmd @mpPu poal@BLUd QBESD orsrer
LIWGT? GTG I &TeT LMD Fmmiaii. Ye@d, i és D@m. IybliensLmser
guisBarm Yaasd smsmsafiior Qrwawrear@QpearGaur Qummermerd erewrGoum
QumrptiewuCGupm, Q@uilu smwaser uawwupmpsd &Uflar Qur@p B msald
Bar Quap @b sTRSHA L mi! so&, @alwGweas wmmel, BFTLESD
sl@Hi, FSSTABES UTTFHwmd, Fuml) @TmGTew — @oudH6T alHe»SE L T6
FIOD WRPHS . WHTH S GeuTer sSawmswis@gl QumHPf eupm&uyb, B e
sme g H01p alpraliears CsrwrswwrTs HLTFRuy FPS5S5S5 SO 2 Wi b .
DEURNSSTHS WETFLTF Yaw® aApTaldar wWTHPLIUTETSHD @B (LD D ULD
DnsGs54s5r 5890 wWHAW®Bm WdPYD BTSSH FPSHE dFaud BT 5
B5. pis®H g, is8 Quilg aarpuyg, P_G9H SPwgd orewrewnis
sullp dn@sroslarars Qsrav_gwrar BH FPETH Slpriasds Qb
wgurTllwrers b Washlss Quilug eeard Opi AwEAwiser. 9s5HS
PRVETTIOTES H(h. YbLleawsLrser Jauisesd Jeuamyl Gumerp Quflwmi
S@HD STV DHD IHLDLIGHN FHTH ST TG M Ma b H 6T @y T H6iT.



”,Q’J,’ﬁm,ﬁ'un.— [EUQL_GSTQ CuiPallBav RB 5’&@ Lﬂ/DéE@gl (y)é@ﬂ'ﬁ@w"
aer @i urgPuri. S0 shmsuer — shosui &1 855 & 5% &%
gy QuIT RS eTaud G@Lb SLb gm;mz_uyryy.ﬁw Qup L) % p_mrrra/ Gg,n:m@
So sl LD lbfTL_._Lq_Gu}U s wEb QBuUTDDDHHS ?UJ,@@TJ@LD, .xz_mml_b
G5 S 515585 555 o GiTen W (6HT 6 F@HLD a;rrav;.sbg,rr%ww Lo;br{mrﬁum'mmﬁ,
i pordrn  ZETESGL pLGnow, JETwos sresPloyd s
S @ Li (% LD & 6T LD [BITL_19-6V mﬂpﬁ,@@és@@frasm. @/funa&vruu,@:/_ﬁ) BT LD
< uyyGuT Sl Qu@plls 2 e iey 1—9710_8'5@,@5/{ L9,mff. é{,ﬁU.[LDGurrgl' ge'o'rw‘,@:_'u_/
psGs BwLs0pH. TREIS sHPss@s@ ALOUGUIS o @aind par
m,@umuuﬁ) 9l LG, "Frl,pgrrl_'_@ud@u@fﬂ@jq&m” GTegy b SL_(Hgud,
guTCurs cﬂafrﬁg@jwrrg&rr@“, CQumrai saumlflaar’’, QFiwrés Iy
ewwri’’ erereyd Aol Gy &rhisEsh, GosES SAgmer eTarULBL PS
gsguwTreuTdls sy mer HEa oL QGh. PuUH®D WPSE WS
Gavafud @ FLosHe QU@ LD W (&6 MBls CuelL L eieTédsTsRwalr Hw-
9y1D19 6 & LI T & 6T gansGar. &UT el UTSHFTSHS FeWl_wLL 6T arde
pair Bluyewr i Gaur B srdwusPe @ walds prpfwus Qewsm. Dm. 9ywd
eosUTEeT YT sGerm, S BTLBU QuAwmigar 76 g LD Qumlg 2wt
Weys seTCUTRW™ LD QaBurRumry sdhvuyeGL DFUL @ GLb 3D bS5
Cumpp e o & GI6 @1 T .

s Liiewtl, Fowliussl, Fapslienf 6L g DD @QoHonsEs fo
AT OEL G TP BTG D QuiRewhsmd, Q) HaH® LW Quuii&Ger Gué&
fo @b Qumib. Quir g peLILeRl 6T G T @) Q)LD Q5% @BHsS QPuLai
wiger 2L alGr8sT 1T QBHEST oari@GalsaTIOHD QBSSLTLL T &ET.
Qauisdr FipsSLpLESaT — APLUTS WT LTS ESET FeTEPlai. 6
dpaumn Qurglueiule @)% ss Beir p & LB Lo ofl, wiT hLriLmewT Lo (p &t
afer L Gumdm sub THmssTHAdTSuTsGar. geual@paufle pdHal
grer stwlyeean Jauiser @QUGUTWa ys2 L Cur® smewlULT oy ewiLb,
Sw. JYLUODSUTSEHT Ui ST S pGTaTSHN I & L (o @ 15) 2 B D& &¥ (07 1T
Suisarg Guidafier_Gu s mailD Qum ppLU@S e @i . eTarGa, Haui&er
@mau@n au@Qurewait @dwlddurs @QuLlerwis@er. pLLT®F WLDTI
g g e 9%y e wuldaTud B% b3l B bg L& Ppuai @t a.enm
T D YSHGSTTE WwTeTUT HH. g @msuTsar JuisGer.

sppdler ey B, SHPXTELTL Qurhmsde sdI&-hS
gieub, sFT@WLHD Fepsuueml, e meni 29, yflw pyiGump Qe
Wi &g @OEG JdLULAUDD @GaT NS Ter awmiigast GupmpenLn
u.m.s'v wasBavayr fsHureoud Howilgh S5 ewibs S w®
wer ), $48sryg wWHIIeb ueTwL G CLCTEE ol L gi.



Pl Dw. F. ounilsnsiir ey <Y T FH6IT

0 & Hroursit, Quinessr, 9|, BT HFHU

YBun e wi H. Qb ID& LT & e g Hs S8 smp sy GT 151 (& B¢
swPpRarpgl. OFbsdpeEs 8o 5 1uyGwo Qurg @Qmw sewser. Qaoun Seudar
wpurs Simsuiari; ey saflbs QGuésw, G PG UTTMe Uy
e weri; ewips Crréwib, Urhs eaterapth @mmGs 6w @Qubmp
i, BB S%HLHT Yy mussGe Qg g Qurepg Curdég, swesrars Qaderr
Curssaurldsa, saissm ol yemes fs & A6 G eir G np M esr 2AwT® T H
565 Qarg pdTHay.

<@ a1 Qs nf) Y wmarpib, g/@fﬁlss&vu_nrrfm@m, Q& 50 pc u m mi @
Geewer wearUuTeT WU @)euiump & 19-0\ & I a3 D6t o aur ey Lyato enflw & &
s S5 Quriflég, suWp AMSHGGL Wby WTWS S P riayamaed
Qai. a®s55 Yyuivs CsTRs3 Wy s 5 Qavpnf) sremih pow wsyrTds
ETF. PHTEIL LPDWEGLLD, 196wl HA®WEGLD LTQWTL 4L bSalr.,
yer&fliiume o @Mwiri womenau i 2T U DT W Lb 6T U 6w O & m6iT @by eHT e OWITGTIT .

ArfuTT YFreayh, Qrmw & weyenr FRSSSTH 2 payb, LOTewT T
usSuym Qsra@m® eeriss o e Uipwgwns  elermgRer i, &6
Bryae oo s8areng  pmen pougGaumnmy, sdvsmL. CumrerGp slvwef
Qeu®erwi. prphee B pPermbd  @)eir Gaudarud ey BwWhg BOUTDS GId%
& 1 &) 6ir per i, ;

“EPPBH ewrwr wLwidererQered &u T 6v ofl 6w o1
Bomear @zayprey Gefer

OTGH GY LD Gu GiT (@ qu i wTwdwmiflaw o drers g e QTPES &TL@Rer
@i. daugGoway MSHureowgms umnrdoms Gsemawh Ya&R@i;
wisskt geow yiéssisarms U&H@T; wPu@BaumrrrsGar wmewres Ly
vdphei; PHsPu ymsurss urdser pephssar;  aGlUuDpnGsmpLb
ETONGE L4nE cUenFUMSW TS bLb55- Cosurwwsgsegl ymes Sradus
GIL_air @JG‘.)GQJ/TGD)Q’L'I Cuma, Qﬂg,@u}ﬁm}u_/gga@g FIT o §) Ly &0 &F & & T 6T
Qi i 6ir 5 @5 L_ 6 O gy 7 Qevw ererpym STOTQTL. QTT alpmr, SHmiser
& prr, UG TS elpréEsdar & O umQw B Qum&er per. o en R
Caruiod o1 69111 gy Pgivugn Garuldvs, @i gGurs, oypfejwRe n‘?g?ﬁlfl“v
Wib  ereiigr e S maug Fovauy ofGRuwrewgimgsCu pP%G. wIFlasw
UTT @% wi_gmg U (L Lb YSSET S W SQITET OGN LoGT L LILD .fg&@u.l
Qu@ e o SGurm, Hw. &. ylasurssr youdssrQu FT(HLD. a/,@ulT.cﬂﬁ”T
& e i Cemasy ) sdmai CauGwmi eT®S&s &L @ Quar®m Q&med !

- et
14



v : » P é Cai QEULMD® H&FGT GHGT, LU Ber
(| Bmiapiinos oue Grisuan 2rt ses SR
STl BSSLD.’ 9SS DT F @&'L:ILIQyJL'D'@l_L-I@,DLD g/mw;‘sg, Q/-Qurr RUH &
erbeparGeruyb @) &8 et (i 6T BT LI B WGW@{LDGUITQI G‘mv&'vu_%:)wrr n_eum:g
a@aTpg. AT oo 8 0 & T Gl.llTépfrgl.rleDéBG?.ﬁ:W ump@earmi. w0 o
He aafl Yoflss JPwwTT @ETEULITT TSP welTm,

v yreoyey oo p Bl S D Quref @ @ e ol
Bov wensid (i) Ppmatsr Gumev .
wer gus Quaw FBw” (ypwo 91)

oTer pLEG QSD HYNEGLD Y Puey FTapd TS GSaimib.

aumps JFui! aeris Qeud ysLp!

Oy s sl Qauiyh peop wTg? @dajes o apw b &eflew
gws @uss Jupopl QupesHE @opuaidr 2 galamwu
smgl  prigsglr QFlsew Y&TFG. BTT S 1LI&%aT 6T
Arris8ésuy s_arl COomisfuymser. wfgmw 5T
Gl Ui g g TS wshafl, ‘@umwm, 26T UGS STwET
safled LGS o WrL_mM@GhLLY T YHeT Lyflaimwms’ 6rer
Caeriy@i. @omwayw Juag Crresd, ‘yummGL YGs.
aaflgyb, 2ards Gy glzseayib Gaew_mwmr?’ erery aler
ay@i. IYsnN@ Brrsi, ‘UryGa, evsdbams WWEGGL Bler H
wreow  Tardwd SLEUUBRSSTHHBES g Juearalyms’
T GOT (1T QorwssPrmd, ‘Brgs wallauBr i, 2 @ay
Loy aaugepd $5Cg6r. o2wsH@ Qarayd Gagy eraver
wpyd Gauaw @b ?* ereir gy elewal@ri. BTy S, ‘GwauTLl, TS
Cavp @® awgww QGuavmib. GCsufi ywelu QQravr®
wgmgGer Gum g’ ererg wpQwTY) Fder.

— 54 —



OUR PRINCIPAL
by
P. ELANKANAYAGAM, B. A.,
Post-Graduate Trained.

Seven or eight principals hav 1 worked with and many
more have I come across. Most of them have seemed to me very
efficient in their work and generally pleasant and agreeable in
their speech and conduct. But here was one gifted with all their
virtues and yet so different from them all. What could have
made this difference? Nothing transforms men so much as the
company of the wise. Our principal seems to have been singularly
fortunate in this respect. From his infancy he seems to have
grown in an atmosphere hallowed by saintly people and had imbibed
that bright sunshine which always glowed through him, making him
loved and loving.

Blessed with a right vision and understanding, resulting from
such noble association, it was not difficult for him to love his
neighbours as himself and to do unto others as he would like to
be done unto himself. He had a capacity to love everyone, irres-
pective of their attitude towards him, with such a love as covers
a multitude of misunderstandings and changes foes into friends.

His administrative skill lay in a direct appeal to the hearts
of his fellow teachers or students. So he always welcomed a
direct and informal approach to problems. Even if on some rare
occasion some hard word had to be used to call back someone
who strayed, everyone knew it came from the same region from
where his words of encouragement and praise had come, and none
who thought aright could resent for long. Once the writer set a
composition exercise for the students in his class on a pen-picture
of any one of their favourite teachers. Most of the students wrote
about the principal and in spite of the variety of murderous
assaults on the Queen’s good English, one sentence came off right
in almost everyone of their compositions. *Our principal is a
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kind-hearted man.” Love and kindness are like a bright light set
on a mountain and can never be hid. Everyone sees them, re-

cognizes them and rejoices on their account.

Our principal always strove to en;lble. those around him to
grasp those elusive but very real valu(?s in life—.—of beauty in
conduct and speech, of good taste, of right proportion and above
all of true vision. As these have to be caught and cannot be
taught, he sought all seekers after truth and beauty (in life and
literature) and had them introduced to those around him at school
and outside. Such service is the most significant part of education
and such ministering to the spirit of men cannot be measured in
terms of physical labour. His versatility and sociability enabled
him to popularize those high truths extolled in the scriptures but
too exalted for the reach of common men.

Truly was our school blessed to have such a man at its
helm. The path of service blazed by Sri Krishna in the Bhagavad
Gita has been truly trod by our Principal and his other half,
our Vice-Principal and the field where two such men have laboured
for more than a quarter of a century can bring forth nothing but
good. Our school shall therefore always continue to lead people
from ignorance to knowledge and from darkness to illumination.
That perhaps is the only manner in which we can repay our debt.

It cannot be that the soul knows, but it #s knowledge. It
cannot be that the soul is happy, it és happiness itself. That
which is happy, has borrowed its happiness; that which has
knowledge, has received its knowledge; and that which has rela-
tive existence, has only a reflected existence.

— Swami Vivekananda.
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The Principal with the Deputy-Principal
and the Sectional Heads

Our Principal in the College office
with the Deputy Principal and the Clerks



The Principal addressing his Staff

The Principal being garlanded at a
Teachers’ Guild Function
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AT VAIDYESHWARA VIDYALAYA

BY
T. PARARAJASINGAM, B. A., (Lond.)

“First time I did something entirely on my own. It was
due to the circumstances. It is your appointment. I always con-
sulted others before I did anything here. I was very happy when
I found others here were jubilant when I told them about your
appointment”, were the words of Mr. Ambikaipakan, the principal,
as I stepped into the office to report for work. Some moments
passed and there wss a pat on my back. I turned round to see
the man of the pliace in all smiles saying, “It is a happy occasion
at Vidyalaya and you are most welcome”. It was Mr. Vyramuthu.
In a short while, Mr. Seenivasagam was about the place and spoke
to me a lot which I understood, only it was not articulated into
sounds and words. The mould was different, the approach was
peculiar but all the same — it was pleasant. Is it the hands of
the Ramakrishna Mission which they represent here that had shaped
them into what they are? Is it something intrinsical? It was
human goodness at its best and it is an experience that will be
cherished and that will remain imprinted in me for ever. I knew
the so called trio earlier but I never for a moment thought that
they could elevate themselves to such human heights and radiate
something which we generally attribute to sages and saints.

In the footprints of Mr. Nagamuthu, one of my teachers,
I thought, it was inviting. I took to it and I found myself swimming
with the others along with the tide. Weeks, months and years
passed for me here and [ found myself in the midst of an
achievment. Certainly, I had no hand in it. Of course, I am
delighted with the discovery. Just a cadjan shed building, hardly
the semblance of a school, dwarfed in by two premier educational
institutions in its immediate neighbourhood, it was struggling for
survival and was almost given up as lost only thirty years ago.
What it is today with its glitter and glamour is common knowledge.



From where comes the Midas touch ? . How: - comes it to bfe the
oravitational centre in the North that embodies and dxssgmmate.s
:Vh«';lt is good and best in our spiritual and ' cultural asplratlon.sr’
The cramped and bulging classrooms ﬁl].ed Wlt.h hilPP}’- bl(?ssomlng
human faces, boys and girls, immersed in their pursuits, is surely
a sign of prosperity. What matters it to.them .where'they are —
so long as there is teaching and learning ¥ It is a hive and full

of life.

The laurels are there - ever fresh and green in the human
breasts of generations that had gone through and still to go through
the sacred portals of Vidyalaya. It is an edifice — founded in
humility, built by human toil, guided by common sense and is
moulded — for ever.

The hands that steered, the teams that toiled, had earned
not only commendation and congratulation but also our warmest

gratitude.

Get the mercy of God of His greatest children; these are
the two chief ways to God. The company of these children of
Light is very hard to get; five minutes in their company will
change a whole life, and if you really want it enough, one will
come to you. The presence of those who love God makes a
place holy, ‘“such is the glory of the children of the Lord.”
They are He; and when they speak, their words are Scriptures.
The place where they have been becomes filled with their vi-

brations, and those going there feel them and have a tendency
to become holy also.

— Swami Vivekananda.
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OUR PRINCIPAL AS I SAW HIM

BY

KINGSLEY, Special Trained (English).
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalyam.

Nearly 15 months ago I had the pleasure of waiting out side
the Principal’s office to see the Principal. I had been transferred
to Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya and had come to assume duties. I sat
on a long bench outside his office like a patient waiting to see
the doctor. During my short wait outside the office [ paused to
watch the man who was at his desk, rather busy with papers, files
and the telephone which disturbed him often.

At the very first sight I was impressed by the profound
quietness about him. His essential quality was poise. It gave him
an aura of trustworthiness, the mark of an unquestioned leader.
Having pictured Mr. Ambikaipakan, I went to him. He received
me with his ever pleasant smile and my business was over. I too
shouldered the yoke headed by him.

This was my first meeting with our principal, Mr. S. Ambi-
kaipakan, who is held in high esteem by his pupils and teachers,
both past and present. In the course of the struggle of moulding
the future generation 1 began to move with him closely. Un-
doubtedly I was correct in my first impression of him. In his
quiet manner he taught us a philosophy of life. We learned pedo-
gogical courage, the practical matter of fact kind, that he had
made the keystone of his life. His words often linger in my ears.
“Do your best; remember that courage is just a matter of being
ready when the unexpected happens’.

Probably Mr. Ambikaipakan fully practised H. C. Dent’s
saying, ¢ Education in a democracy must be of the community, by
the community, for the community”. He fought the social barriers
with his powerful weapons, Language and Religion. Thus he had
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achieved his goal and proven that “ Education comes not primarily
through courses of study but through an intangible spiritual atmosphere
created by the community ™

He was a successful disciplinarian. His concept of discipline
did not differ much from B. Russel’s concept of discipline. * The
right discipline consists not in externil compulsion but in habits
of mind which lead spontaneously to desirable than undesirable
activities. The spontaneous wish of the child to learn should be
the driving force of education. The substitution of this for the rod
is one of the great advances of our time . Though many disagreed
with his concept, he proved that this was the wisest way of
promoting discipline in the school.

During his tenure he always maintained a balanced
administration which was a remarkable feature in his career as
principal. The staff, students and the parents always commended
him for his administration.

He dedicated his life to three main objects: viz Vaidyeshwara
Vidyalaya, Tamil and Religion. The activities at Vidyalaya and
their success, Purana class and the various other contributions to-
wards Tamil Language and Hinduism are the fruits of his dedicated
service.

He retires after 32 years of service as a pedagogue and
principal. Almost all his service was at Vaidyeshwara Vidyalayam.
His services will be his own monuments. His retirement will de-
finitely elevate him to a higher degree of service to our mother
tongue and to religion, especially Hinduism. May God bless him
with health, wealth, happiness and long life.

I am responsible for my fate, I am the bringer of good
unto myself, I am the bringer of evil. Iam the Pure and Blessed
One. We must reject all thoughts that assert to the contrary.

— Swami Vivekananda.
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WITH SWAMI RAMDAS AND ANNAI KRISHNABAI AT VAIDYESHWARA VIDYALAYA

M.
BE

L. VASANTHAKUMARI BEING FELICITATED ON THE OCCASION OF tHE
NEFIT PERFORMANCE GIVEN BY HER IN AID OF VAIDYESWARA VIDYALAYA



The Principal at the presentation of a purse (Qu7H&fl) to
Vidwasiromani S. Ganesh Iyer in 1938

At a Refresher Course of the N. P. T. A. organised by the Principal,
as its Secretary



A HINDU EDUCATION IST

BY

A. E. TAMBER, B. Sc.
(Retired Principal, Jaffna Central Coliege)

Nature and Nurture had played the rhythm harmoniously to
endow and equip Sangarapillay Ambikaipakan from his youth — nay
from his childhood —— to quality for service in the cause of Hindu
Religion and Education, Young Ambikaipakan hailed from the
almost ashramic surroundings of Chunnakam, where the Saintly
Sadhu, known to the world as Sellachi Amma (Chunnakathu Amma)
practised her Tapas and radiated the spiritual fragrance that sancti-
fied the village for some years. As 2 toddler and a growing lad
he unconsciously imbibed that fervour for the practice of religion
which led to an efflorescence of his spiritual tendencies. The
writer has heard him say that in this ashram he had met, with a
certain amount of boyish fear, his later spiritual Guru — The Sadhu
with spiritual fire in his eyes and dynamism in his personality —
the Yoga Swamy of revered memory,

With his personality thus moulding he came under the in-
fluence of his venerable uncle, the Jate Sri Thuraiappahpillay,
Notary Public of Mallakam, a gentleman highly esteemed for his
urbane and elegant way of life according to the Hindu tradition
while his father was away in Malaya. He had his secondary
education at Jaffna Hindu College where he came under _the in-
fluence of teachers devoted to learning and the Hindu way of life
like V. Muthucumaru, A. Cumaraswamy, N. Sangarapillay, V. Nagalingam
and V. K. Nathan; names to be reckoned with among the veteran
teachers of Jaffna. There after on the advice of his teachers, he
decided to proceed to Madras for his University studies.

While a lad in the senior class, his yearning for higher learning
and culture brought him into contact with the Hindu Youth leaders
of the time — K. Navaratnam, C. Mylvaganam, T. N. Subbiah,
M. S. Elyathamby and others. At that time, Vannarponnai was a
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bub of religious and youth activities and it so happened that
Yoga Swami added a spiritual pep to the cravings and yearnings
of the youth of the time and Ambikaipakan was fortunate to bask

in the best sun-shine of this period.

During his stay in Madras, apart from the extra-mural acti-
vities normal to his academic career, he established contacts with
men and institutions that proved to be a source of intellectual and
spiritual vitalisation;; and among them notable mention may be
made of Dr. T. M. P. Mahadevan, the present Head of the Department
of Philosophy, University of Madras; and the late R. Krishna-
moorthy (Kalki) of journalistic fame. He also acquainted himself
with the cultural and religious movements of that time and was
drawn into the vortex of the national movement, especially into
the Gandhian socio-religious movement for rebuilding renascent India.
He also became wedded to the Khaddar movement and was for
a long time a votary of Khaddar in Ceylon.

In the twenties there was a conscious awakening among
Hindus in Ceylon to give a Hindu orientation to Education and
Hindu Jeaders and teachers made determined efforts to harness
the resources for strengtheniug existing schools and for establishing
new Hindu scheols. The national youth movement had fired
the teachers and the youth towards a cultural revival. By
the thirties the socio-cultural and religious awakening was
throbbing with full life and in the political sphere the country
demanded independence. It was at this time that Ambikaipakan

returned to Ceylon and joined the Hindu Educational service under
the Ramakrishna Mission.

His first appointment was in Batticaloa under Swami Vipu-
lanandaji, the apostle of the Tamil and Hindu Renaissance in the
twentieth century. He soon gravitated to Jaffna to the present
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, the oldest educational institution of the
Ramakrishna Mission in Ceylon, which had been galvanised into
activity personally by the Revered Swami Sharvanandaji, the
founder of the Mission in Ceylon. In the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
he found all the scope and the climate for his mission in life as
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a Hindu educationist. He had the assistance of devoted lay workers
of the Ramakrishna Mission like K. Navaratnam, C. Mylvaganam
and others. He had the good fortune to have a small but enthu-
siastic band of assistants on the teaching staff. He had an unso-
phisticated Hindu public, who as parents and friends gave all the
necessary support for building up a big school from small beginnings.

The pageant of the growth of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya in
numbers, in teaching staff, in buildings and in equipment has been
a pleasant panorama of events unfolding itself for its friends, well-
wishers and old students. The enthusiasm with which all rallied
round the school during the carnival organised in 1953, is ample
testimony to the happy relationship which the Principal had esta-
blished between himself and the staff on the one side and the
old students and the public on the other. Step by step the college
grew, till it became a full-fledged Collegiate institution with Advanced
Level classes, laboratories, workshops and all the amenities that go
to make up a good school. To build up a school from small
beginnings in one’s life-time as the Head of the school is a worthy
contribution to be remembered in the educational life of the
country.

Ambikaipakan has lived up to the best traditions of great
teachers and head-masters of this country. He has taken a lively
interest in the educational and social life in the country. He had
been a live-wire of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association
and had been its secretary. As one of the senior head-masters of
the North, he was till recently the President of the Northern
Province Principals’ Association. He is still the President of the
Northern Province Teacher’s Provident Society. He has taken a
keen interest in literary and cultural activities. His contributions to
Tamil Literary and religious journals have been greatly appreciated.
He was one of the chief organisers of the Tamil Festival held
in Jaffna. His contacts with literary scholars and religious leaders
in South India have been of invaluable assistance for the organisation

of kindred activities in Jaffna.
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His interests and activities won recognition for him in the
Jaffna Oriental Studies Society which he later represented in the
University Court. He was also nominated to the Senate of the
Ceylon University under the old act. He was one of the distin-
uished delegates of this country at the World Tamil conference

held early this year in Madras.

His retirement from the school is only a passing phase. He
has many more years of useful life — his father, the nonagenarian,
and his mother are still hale and hearty. Mr. Ambikaipakan has
many spheres of study; research and service to fill his retirement.
The writer looks forward to his playing a prominent part in the
intellectual and religious life of Jaffna, especially in the preservation
and propagation of the Ramakrishna - Vivekananda ideas in our
country, for the greater glory of a renascent Hindu way of life.

Those that blame others — and, alas! the number of them
is increasing every day — are generally miserable, with helpless
brains; they have brought themselves to that pass through their
own mistakes and blame others, but this does not alter their
position. 1t does not serve them in any way. This attempt to
throw the blame upon others only weakens them the more,
Therefore, blame none for your own faults, stand upon your
own feet, and take the whole responsibility upon yourselves. Say,
“This misery that I am suffering is of my own doing, and that
very thing proves that it will have to be undone by me alone.”
That which I created, I can demolish; that which is created by
some one else I shall never be able to destroy. Therefore, stand
up, be bold, be strong.

Swami Vivekananda.
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