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Ramakrishna Mission
Ceylon Branch
Colombo - 6. ({Ceylon)

2nd April, 1968

message ﬁo& “The vaiayeshwa'zan’, ga“na.

I am very glad to learn that the students and the teachers
of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Jaffna, are to bring out a Special
Number of the College Magazine to commemorate the services of
jts Principal and the Vice-Principal,

Both Mr. S. Ambikaipakan and Mr. C. Vyramuttu deserve the
love and gratitude of all for the good services they have ren-

dered all these years with zeal and enthusiasm until their retire-
ment. I earnestly hope that their successors in office will continue
to maintain the great tradition based on the Ramakrishna- Vive-

kananda spirit.

Success in any sphere of work depends on the spirit with
which the work is accomplished. Religion and Culture are meant
to broaden the outlook and to purify the mind. Educational insti-
tutions are meant to spread the finest traditions among their
pupils, and to inspire them through such great lives as those of Sri
Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda so that our society may attain
the *Abhyudaya’ - the Social Welfare, and ‘Nisreyasa’- the Spritua]
Good.

May the Blessings of Sri Ramakrishna be ever with you, I
wish the Vidyalaya more and more success which it so well
deserves. May S8Swami Vivekananda be our Acharya and Guiding
Pole-Star in all our endeavours!

C‘jwamz 67) re mcnfmanana/a,

Vice - President,

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION (C. B.)
COLOMBO.
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The Salt of the Earth

Nothing spectacular. Comparatively
quiet and uneventful. Even if one
seeks to be well known, one does not
get much of it. And the workman
is not considered worthy of much hire.
That is the life of a teacher.

Yet society seems to consider him
important, for his life breathes mean-
ing into the lives of others. The
meaning may be shallow or it may
be deep, depending on the depth of
meaning the giver has found in his
own life. Fortunate are the students
who are taught by one who has found
a deep meaning; for there is impli.
cit in all that is taught that meaning.
There throbs in every word and deed
of the teacher what life has meant
to him. He may know it or he may
not. He may choose to be a mere
purveyor of krowledge or information
But the young sensitive ears and eyes
of his students catch that meaning.
They seem to see it as through a
glass and respond to it.

If life has meant nothing, whether
one teaches at the Kindergarten or
at the University level the students
see it. Quite a good number will
accept it just as they are accepting
the many other things that are being
taught by the teacher. If life bas
meant only an interesting round of
eating, drinking, sleeping and multi-
plying one’s own kind - species - that

note also will be heard, like the key
on which a musical composition is
played. If life has meant anything
more, sure encugh that will be reflec~
ted in the face and features gesture,
word and movement of the teacher.
One may be vivacious or stolid, expres-
sive or self-contained. That meaning
will be an important ingredient, a
subtle essence in the intellectual food
he serves and will be imbibed with it
by his students. If we look back on
all the teachers who have taught us,
the truth of the statement will be-
come more clear., We may have dis-
liked some of our teachers, dismissed
some of them as cranks (an exceptional
few as nincompoops too!) distantly ad-
mired and approved of others or dei-
fied a few. Here comes a morose man who
takes himself and his work very seri-
ously, Now comes another with a
serene look but not too much concer-
ned with the class-work and occasio-
nally speaking of things understood
half - understood or not understood at
all by his students. There is still
another with aharassed look, not hand-
some at all but urging all the students
to work hard, help one’s family or
one’s community or country. There
is yet another fiery young mar tea=
ching listory or civics, who wants t.O
shatter society to bits and rebuild it
so that the kingdom of Heaven will
be at hand. Each seemed to possess




an essence flavouring his teaching,
The teacher is not a cup from which
students drink knowledge, he is a part
of what is drunk. He can stultify or
stupefy them or stimulate or stir them
to flames. When the teacher gives
away knowledge he gives himself away
as well. Hence perhaps is attached to
the teaching profession the epithet
““noble”’ (Not because teachers are with
the Noblesse in always living or hav-
ing to live beyond their real income
and are in perpetual want).

As in the case of many other things
in life, to some the discovery of a
meaning in life, comes very naturally
without effort on their part. Others
have to toil and labour. They have
to think and feel and struggle. No
satisfying meaning may emerge;
we have to continue as devout stu-
dents. For what seems to matter
more is the effort. The very search
after a greater objective in life seems
to lift us above our petty everyday
squabbles, seems in the midst of all
other work ministering to the needs
of the body and everything connected
therewith to transport us to a region
of great peace and strength, It is in
reference to the meaning in life thus
apprehended, that we apply the term
ideals. Blessed are the students who
find a teacher possessed of such ideals.

But there is a world of difference
between those who mouth noble senti-
ments and high ideals and those to
whom they are a reality - something
like the air they breathe, the very
raison d’etre of life. It is like the differ-
ence between a description of light and
light itselfs There is po need to put

yet.
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a label under a bright light to des-
cribe it. In the same manner there
is no need to expound or elaborate
the ideals one lives by. We may
forget what a teacher taught us in
the classroom but we cannot forget
the ideals he stood for, for they are
a more real part of the teacher. We
are thankful to those who drove us
to study our lessons, insisted on our
doing our homework and helped us
to pass our examinations. They have
helped us to earn a living and we
cannot forget them, But therz are a
few who touched a deeper chord in
us. We might have felt it then or
only vaguely grasped it. They had
turned our thought and attention in
a direction where we got a deeper in-
sight into life an understanding that
helps us to know ourselves better and
to live with peace on earth and with

goodwill towards all men. Such men
are the salt of the earth. They help
to give a savour to our lives. To such

men their ideals are as a presence
in which they live and work.

Such has been the story at Vaidy-
eshwara, From a small school with a
staff of 7 teachers and 150 students
housed in a single cadjan shed situ=
ated on a bare 5 lachchams of land,
she has grown during the last 35 years
or so intoa Grade 1 School with a staff
of 51 teachers and about 1500 students,
possessed of a large hall and several
respectable enough blocks of building,
extending over an area of 40 lachch-
ams. What obstacles had to be sur-
mounted in this growth and expansion
only those familiar with the struggle
for even an inch of land in this heart
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region of the town will understand.
In spite of powerful neighbouring
schools backed by men of wealth and
position, Vaidyeshwara has survived,
notwithstanding  her loss year after
year in the top classes of some of her
best students to the earlier established
neighbouring schools with long stand-
ing good examination records, but has
brought to bear on her students her
own stamp of individuality. The hon-
our must certainly go to the two men
at the helm. So different in tempera-
ment, they were yet knit together by
common ideals of service. ~Whatever
differences of opinion arose, they gently
melted away in the great presence in
which they lived and worked -in the
presence of their ideals personified in
S;i Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Swami
Vivekananda and the Holy Mother Sri
Sarada Devi. They were helped no
doubt by such stalwarts like Mr. Seeni-
vasagam and a powerful team of other
teachers many of whom were them-
selves men of high ideals. The Rama-
krishna Mission which was in over - all
charge was like a canopy under which
they worked. Before the government
take - over the two men carefully select-
ed their team and have always wisely
ptilized their assistants making the
best of the best in them, No doubt
much still remains to be done. That
only shows how enormous has been
the task before them,

We honour them in our columns by
this Special Number not because of
their achievement, remarkable though
it is, in what they built in stone and
concrete or what they got performed
at public examinations but for what
they strove to make of their students,

for what they taught and did for them
so that their lives may not become
savourless. And that perhaps is the
noblest past of the education of our
students.

Most fitly equipped our Principal
had been from his early days for this
great work. His imagination, during
his student days in India had been
stirred to its depths by the great
events of the Ghandian movement. and
the resolute war that was being waged
against the enemies of society within
and without India. His sensitive mind
had been brought into close contact
with some of the great savants of
learning and Indian culture, like
Dr. T. P. Meenadichisuntharanar Dr.
T. M. P. Mahadevan, Kalki etc Born
in an educated household with pro-
found religious connections, he respon-
ded readily to the influence of men
of true religious aspiration and reali-
sation. His association with the monks
of the Ramakrishna Mission and Order
was therefore very natural. Always
keen to learn, he ever continued to
improve his learning and scholarship.
Thus setting before himself high and
noble objectives. ever anxious that his
students should get to know the best
of men and of books and learning,
he had but one loyalty and that was
to knowledge and wisdom and so he
wisely delegated other responsibilities and
work, He placed such implicit faith

in his assistants that they were com*
pelled to live up to his highest expec-
tations. As an administrator the
strongest weapon in his armoury. and
the one he most frequently used was
love and kindness. His heart could
never harbour ill-will or even pas*T
sing thoughts of revenge. Human and



fond of warmth friendship and sunshine
this embodiment of goodness cast a
benediction over the whole school, as
it walked through its corridors as
teacher and administrator for the last

thirty - three years.

In its erstwhile Vice-Principal
Mr. Vyramuttu, the school learned
what was valuable in solid, matter of
fact quiet work in all its troublesome
and tiring details. It was not easy
to please everyone or humour every
one’s susceptibilitiess Yet tact, good
sense and goodness of heart made the
task easy. One of the many good
things he must have learnt from the
Missionaries at the Christian school
(Jafina Central College) where he spent
the best part of his formative years was
his zeal and concern for even the lowly
and the lost. His patience with and
the infinite pains he took over some
of the students baffled his colleagues
so that they would declare *‘Surely
greater love hath no man than this
that he lay down his life for such
hopeless and miserable students.”

We cannot but be deeply grieved to
part from such noble leaders. They
cease henceforth to be teachers in the
narrow confines of the class-room.
We greet them and pray that they
be granted many, many years of heal-
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thy life to continue their work as
teachers of men. It can be truly said
of them. ‘“You are the salt of the
earth. Let men draw from you savour
to their lives ”

We have also reason to rejoice this
day. Vaidyeshwara poor in buildings
(comparatively for a school of its sta-
tus) and related worldly goods still
secems ordained to have as its
head a succession of men distinguished
for either their idealism or their learn-
ing or for both. We learn as we go
to press that Mr S Sivapathasunda-
ram M. A. Cantab. is to succeed the
present Principal. Vaidyeshwara is thus
singularly fortunate in securing in his
person the services of one of the most
highly qualified men in the entire
Island and a Super-Grade Principal
ripe in experience, trained in the best
traditions of Western Culture. We look
forward to a new era of great achieve-
ments, of a happy synthesis of the
best in Western learning and in Eas-
tern religion and culture. We are sure
that he will bring to bear on the great
work before him the true humility of
spirit, camaraderie and good - will which
ha e been gifts bequeathed to us by the
Ramakrishna Mission, infusing into them
his own noble aims and high since-
rity of purpose. We extend to him

a warm welcome.

Coercion after all, merely caplures

man. Freedom captivates hima
— Robert Mc Namara




The Prophets of Modern India

BY

Dr. T. M. P. Mahadevan, M. A. Ph. D.
(Professor of Philosophy, University of Madras, Madras)

The first Awakeners of modern
India were Sri Ramakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda. In the nineteenth
century there was a blind slavish
imitation of European modes of life
by the educated Indians. They were
the favourites of the rulers, and had
become the manasa putras of the
English. In fact English education
was introduced precisely for alienating
a few Indians from their own culture,
and for making them help maintain
the British rule. Incidentally. know-
ledge of Western science became avai-
lable, and those who took advantage
of it thought that Hinduism was
only a name for a mass of superstitions.
The educated young Indian of the
time was ashamed of his own heritage.
He took enormous pains to dress and
speak and eat and live like the
Englishman. The imitation-mania was
at its worst in Calcutta’ which was
then the Imperial Capital of India. It

was near Calcutta that Sri Rama-
krishna dwelt for most part of his
life and laid the foundations of the

present Indian Renaissance.

Born in an obscure village in Bengal,
Sri Ramakrishna, then known as
Gadadhar, pursued the ‘inward’ life
even as a childe He found no use
for a bread  winning education. Fre-
quent trances, seeking the company
of sadhus, enacting religious plays
along with other village - lads mo-

delling images of the Gods, and simi-

lar occupations marked the life of
this divine child. As a youth, Sri
Ramakrishna went to Dakshineswar

in the vicinity of Calcutta, to assist
his brother who was the priest at the
temple of the Mother theres And it
was there that the young assistant=
priest found his haven of bliss. When
his brother passed away, he succeeded
to the office of priest. But he was
an uncommon priest. The image of
Kali, he worshiped was more real and
alive than himself. He went through
a variety of spiritual discipline under
the immediate supervision of the
World- Mother. With Her as his
guide, he scaled the heights of spiri-
tuality. practised all the major Hindu
sadhnas. The experience of the dis-
tinctionless Absolute came to him
quite easily. He adopted the discipli-
nes of other religions like Christianity
and Islam, too, and reached the goal
through them. Thus he gave demon-
strative evidence to the ancient Indian
truth that the various faiths are but
different paths to one and the same
Reality.

To an age which has become over-
burdened with Matter, Sri Rama-
krishna imparted the message of the
supremacy of Spirit. In the last
period of his early life, a group of
young men gathered round him, most
of them fresh from school and colleges
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and learned the lessons of spirituality.
The leader among them was Swami
Vivekananda., the great Apostle of the
great Master. He set the wheel of
Vedanta in motion in America, opened
the eyes of the New World to the
rich spiritual treasures of India, and
put our country in its rightful place
on the map of the nations. He made
our own people aware of the grandeur
of our past, and inspired them to
look toward the future with hope
and courage. If India is free and
independent today, and along with
her many other countries in Asia
have been liberated, it was because
of the revolution wrought by Swami
Vivekananda in the closing years of

the last century. He declared war
against poverty and squalor, super-
stition and ignorance, weakness and

cowardice in our country. He made
our nation awake, arise and march
to its God-appointed goal. Mahatma
Gandhi was able to build the free-
dom of India in a sure and secure
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manner because the foundations had
well and truly been laid by Sr
Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda.

The sum and substance of the
teachings of these two prophets of
modern India is to be found in the
two words: Siva and Seva, spirituality
and service. The goal of man is spi-
ritual freedom - freedom from ali
limiting conditions. In order to attaia
this goal, man must lose his egoin
devoted service to all beings. Con-
secrated life is life lived in the con-
sciousness of the supreme Self that
peivades all, and is the all. Once

we begin to expand through unsel-

fish service - service rendered without
counting the costs - we shall even-
tually arrive at our goal which is
moksha. For revealing afresh this
grand truth, the modern world can
never be too grateful to Sri Rama-
krishna and Swami Vivekananda. And

the way it can show its gratitude
to them is to strive to live up te

their Gospel.

He is an athiest who does mot believe in himself. The old religions said
that he was an athiest who did mot believe in god. The new religion says
that he is an athiest who does mot believe in himself. But it 1is not selfisk

faith, because the Vedanta, again is the doctrine of Oneness.
yourselves means love

in all, because you are all. Love for

for everything, for you are ali one. It is the

world better. I am sure of that.

It means faitk
for animal, love
great faith which will make the

He is the highest man who can say with truth ‘I know all about my-

self’. Do you know how much energy, '
behind that frame of yours? What scientist has known all that 1is

how many powers, forces, are still lurking

in man?

You know but little of that which is within you. For behind you is the

ocean of infimite power and blessedness.

Swami Vivekananda, from Practical Vedante:




The School and its Social Purposes
K. Nesiah, M. A.
(Formerly Senior Lecturer in Education, University of Ceylon.)

For millenia the young received
education by living in families and
local communities. The school, a late
gcomer in civilization, was first a
priestly institution run by priestly
persons to train their kind. It changed
gradually into a secular institution
and with the coming into being of the
welfare state, the school took over
the educational programme from the
family and the religious groups. The
phenomenal scientific and technological
advances and the equally staggering
social and political changes of our
time have made it necessary to
examine afresh both the educational
set- up and the social function of
the school. The educational dilemma
is well stated by Margaret Mead:
*We are now at the point where
we must educate people in what
nobody knew yesterday and prepare
pupils in our schools for what no
one knows yet, but what some people
must know tomorrow”. No doubt the
school has to make a vital contri-
bution to national development, but
it can be no more than an indirect
contribution. In the words of F. H,
Harbison (quoted in a UNESCO Re-
port): “In the main, the essential

function of formal education is to
prepare people for training rather than
train people for particular occupations’.
In other words, the school must aim
at imparting a high level of general
education, language proficiency in both
the mother- tongue and at least cne
auxiliary international language, the
tultural heritage, scientific and mathe-

matical literacy, the basic technical
skills and the capacity to think. The
most complete answer may be the
comprehensive school, together with
specialized higher institutions and libe-
ral provision for ad hoc ancillary
courses for continued education and
re-education. For many pupils, however,
what happens outside the classroom
may be even from the educational
angle far more important than what
happens within-

A still more significant insight
about the school of today is contained
in the remark of Archbishop Temple:
‘““The fundamental element in a school
is not the instruction given in the
classroom, but the life of the schoo]
as a society of young people’’. While
studies are in terms of the future,
the child has need to live a full and
rich life in terms of the present.
Somewhat like the family, the school
community answers to the social nature
of the pupils and their immediate
need for fellowship and a code of laws
(written and unwriten) which regulates
the life of that community. For its pupils
it strengthens and supplements the

influence of the home; for those from
bad or broken homes, it substitutes
and compensates for the moral and
cultural poverty of their native en-
vironment. Even in well ordered homes
children have to yield to age and
group, which impersonalises them but
in the maturing climate of a good
school they develop as persons and
individuals, building their own self-
image. Leave alone the adult in the



world the child at home may still say

I, a stranger, and afraid,
Ina world I never made.
More than in a home, itis in the
spacious environment of the school
and its many activities that the grow-
ing boy or girl begins to feel signi-
ficant, ceases to be a stranger or
afraid, dares to enter with his fellows
into the task of remaking the world.
Thus the school, like life itself, is
unique, It has to be lived in the
present moment, but in so doing it
prepares the young for adult life and
its responsibilities.

A general education that prepares
the pupil for his future life and work
and a home-and - school environment
that meets the needs of present per-
sonal living is still badly incomplete
without training for citizenship. Both
instruction and experience in school
life must be so designed that the

young citizen enters into his social
heritage with sympathy and under-
standing and becomes in due course

a participating citizen, not just a
voter. It is a cardinal function of the
school to initiate the young in the
art of community — and in the res-
ponsibilities of citizenship. The edu-
cational case for the comprehensive
school in the Welfare State is there-
fore reinforced by the social case for
such a school as will usher in the
Welfare Society. Social studies and
civic instruction from text books is no
more than the beginnings The members
of the school must meet the demo-
cratic process in every aspect of the
running of the school. The equality
of pupils in the sight of their teacher
3

is the natural introduction of citizens
to equality before the law. If in the
classless and casteless school society
every child is entitled to such position
of leadership in his sphere as his own
merits justify, that would prepare the
ground for a social order where every
citizen is an equal candidate for every
position in society. [f in the many
school societies pupils learn to work
together in teams, and learn too how
to run the business of these societies,
that would be the means of their learning
how to replace a voting democracy
by a participating democracy. Self-
governing school co-operatives are a
good example. The very procedures
in the class-room should be demo-
cratic and based on pupil partici-
pation. It is not only the most
effective teaching method, but habi-
tuates the pupils to free discussion and
group decision that is the essence of
democracy. As Mahatma Gandhi envi-
saged and Aristotle remarked long ago,
men acquire virtues by practising them.
Young people learn to be good citizens
by living in good school communities.

Ours is however something more
than the conservative task of rearing
good members of society. It is the
creative or corrective function of
attempting a superior reconstruction of
society. Any society must constantly
recreate itself or yield to chaos. If the
methods of social change are to remain
non - violent and goal - directed the
young citizen should be educated for
a silent social revolution. There is no
more powerful agency than the school
for the re-making of the communitye.
It is the more so in erstwhile colos




10

pial countries like Ceylon where the rary wor_ld for persons on whom he can
very idea of community has tended to model his own growth and with whop
break down and men have almost he can share the vision of a better
ceased to belong- The community has to world. The tru.e teacher is the cop.
become more of a community at the science of humanity. His is the privilege
local level, at the national level, and and the obligation to communicate, i
ere long at the global level- The modern terms, the faith of o
school society must be the first ponpe:

community where the young citizens

No man is an island i
learn to belong to ‘all’ rather than % entire of

to ‘some’. It is the school that ' ‘ -.ltself,
must throw up the enlightend leader- Any man's death diminishes me;
ship that would transform society. so does his hunger or squalor, ill-

The pupil is looking at home. at health or idleness, above all, his

school, in history and in the contempo- ignorance.

Nai Talim does not consist merely in $rying ito give knowledge through
active work. We call it new education because it aims at establishing a com=
pletely mew society. The school society must be a model of the future village
society, :

-Vinoba-

Nothing we ever do is in strict scientific literalness, wiped out. Ofcourse
this has its good side as well as its bad one. As we become permanent
drunkards by so many separate drinks, so we become saints in the moral,
and experts in the practical and scientific spheres, by so many separate acts
and hours of work.

— William James
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The need for Teacher Participation in

Education and Administration

A. Vaidyalingam B, A. (Cantab) B. Sc. London.
Prineipal, Urumpsrai Hindu College.
President of the All Ceylon Conference of Teachers' Unions

The Department of Education today
looks after about 10,000 schools, and
100,000 teachers besides the non-tea-
ching staff. Before the take over in
1960 the Department looked after about
one half of these schools and staff.

Has the Department increased its
staff and reorganised itself sufficiently
to meet this sudden increase?

Legislation was passed to take
over the schools. However, legislation
is yet to be passed to reorganise the
schools and to determine the conditions
of employment of the staff. Two W hite
Papers were issued and one bill was
recently presented in Parliament. But
ncthing has yet happened or is likely
to happen in the near future,

However, circulars and administra-
tive regulations are being enforced to
bring about certain changes in the sys-
tem of education and conditions of
service of the staff.

Nevertheless, everybody to-day
speaks of what is called educational
mess. There are some who think that
there is a steady deterioration in edu-
cational standards and that some of
the good schools are teing mismana-
ged. Opinions may differ; but there
is dissatisfaction on all sides.

What is the cause for this? Where
to begin in order to make a break
through?

In industries, it is the workers who
really matter. It is the teacher who has to
implement any educational policy, who

trains the future citizen and connects
the school to the community.

However what is the role assigned
to the teacher? Only a passive role
of just implementing circulars. How
far do these circulars correspond to
reality ?

Everybody knows that educational
and staffing problems are many and
varied ; they vary from area to area
and from school to school. It is the tea-
cher who has first hand knowledge of all
this. Despite this, the teacher or his
association is not consulted in draw-
‘ng up schemes for educational reform.

On the other hand, the teachers are
the most frustrated lot to-day. Their
salaries are far behind those in com-
parable services, Their working con-
ditions have not been defined. Tea-
chers in private schools have ne
security, Teachers in vested schools,
never subject to periodic transfers
before vesting. to-day live in constant
fear of transfers. Those who have the
pull escape; others have to submit.

Bona fide teachers’ associations are
neither recognised nor consulted on
matters affecting education and their
conditions of service. Teachers’ grie-
vances are many and (varied. They
have not been heard; let alone the
redress of their grievances.

The teacher and their associations,
on the other hand, wish to serve the
children and the community, Their
experiences and contact with reality
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can be channelled to make educational
reforms real and meaningful.

When the schools were taken over,
many expected that there would be
a fruitful synthesis of the best in the
former assisted schools together with
centralised planning and rational use
of men and materials, However, this
has not materialised and is yet a vague
hope. Everything is being allowed
to drift.

The former school set up served
the colonial era, The achievements
of freedom have not yet made their
impact on the educational field.

Freedom and democracy should mean
something real to the ordinary citizen.
In the educational field this will have
meaning only if the teacher is drawn
to activity. He must be free and should
bave the initiative to play his part in
the educational field at all levels.

With the rapid progress made in
human knowledge, particularly in the
field of Science, only a free and conten-
ted teacher can give of the best to the
pupils and the community.

In Ceylon, everythiing, good or bad
comes from above; but very rarely
are the people in the lower rung con-
sulted or given an opportunity and

share in drawing up plans and schemes.
This is a relic of the colonial era; it
does not serve the needs of an inde-
pendent country.

Without an end to these evils of the
colonial era and without the active par-
ticipation of the teacher at all levels,
there can be no real progress in any
system of national education,

in progressive, particularly in socia-
list countries, only the right type of
people are recruited into the profession.
Their associations play a positive role
in all educational matters, Routine
transfers never take place,

It is perhaps not possible to expect
such healthy practices so soon in deve-
loping countries like ours. However,
a beginning can be made. The tea-
chers’ associations and the teachers must
be heard and consulted on all educa-
tional matters. The most important
of the teachers’ associations have come
together in the All Ceylon Conference
of Teachers’ Unions. Its membership
is open to those associatiens which are
still outside. In this way an end is
being put to the differences among
teachers. Teachers, at least the over-
whelming majority of them, are to-day
in a position to speak with one voice
on all educational problems,

| The key ‘.0 success in battle is not merely to provide tanks and guns
and other equipment, Ofcourse we wanmt good tanks and good gunms, but what

veally matters is the man inside
-

the tamk, and the man bechind the gun. I#

15 ““the e o
man'' that counts. The tank and the men inside it are a team,

— Field Marshal Montgomery
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A Critical Analysis

Siva. U, Semasegaram M. A. Retired Director af Education and
President, Hindu Institute of Culture, Jaffna.

Educational reforms are in the
offing and as in the case of all pro=
gressive actions, they are meeting
with heavy fire from various quarters,
for various diverse reasons. It would
be apposite to trace the development
of Hindu Education in Jaffna and
state the position it should occupy in
any future scheme.

The Hindus are the inheritors of
a glorious tradition in Education.
From the first demonstration lesson
given to Arjuna by Lord Krishna in
the battle field of Kurukshetra, to the
Rishikulas scattered all over Bharath
where the wisdom of the Vedas and
Upanishads was passed on to avid
disciples, by Gurus. who had gone
far in their path towards self - reali-
sation, to the profound wisdom of the
Immortal Bard of the Tamil Land
Thiruvalluvar, we have ample evidence
of very successful patterns of Hindu
learning, obtaining in our country in
the early past. The education:l philo-
sophy contained in the Gita, the Upa-
nishads and the Kural have trans-
cended the profoundest depth of
thought of Western educationists

The traditions of our Hindu ances-
tors were brought over from the con-
tinent and maintained in our land
at a high level, during the Period of
the Arya Chakravarthi Kings of Jaffna.
If the impact of the foreign culture
and traditions of the Portuguese, the

4

Dutch and the British in this country
had been on level terms the foreign

Western traditions may not have
gained a foothold in Jaffna., Un-
fortunately it was otherwise. The
Portuguese by force, the Dutch by

guile and the British by more subtle
methods, had the ring rigged out to
their advantage, and Hindu tradition
and culture received knockout blows.
They did not die however. They went
underground and survived in the

homes and temples of the more enthu-
siastic adherents of the language and
religion. The extant literature of the
period shows an efflorescence of
Hindu thought and Bhakti in the
country, though under the heels of
foreigners.

Lord North’s proclamation of 1805
relaxed the rules but the Mission
bodies stepped into the field and took
over. [t suited the rulers to suppress
Hindu culture and create a new en-

vironment, that would help the
perpetuation of the Empire in this
part of the world, all under the

misguided plea of saving the people
from damnation. The Western world
was progressive in technology and
material wealth and western culture
dominated Ceylon. The thinkers of the
country felt the adverse effects of foreign
domination very aéutely and it begat a
thirst for independence also, Indepen-
dence in religion was a natural prelude to
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political independence, as Christian
Missicnaries had been the handmaids
of foreign domination,

The first to realise the dangers to our
natienal life by this foreign domi-
pation was Sri la Sri Arummuga Na-
valar. Steeped in Saiva lore gathered
at the feet of his Gurus, he under-
stood the full significance of missionary
work under his English tutor Rev
Percival and the urgent need for
Saiva education to re-orient society
on sound lines. The missionaries had
by their state backed education, dep-
rived the people of the inspiration
of their hoary religion and culture
and left them orphans in the country.
The dynamic forces of the Saiva
religion were harnessed by the great
Navalar to break down missionary
opposition in this country and South
India and to re-establsih Saiva education
and the Saiva way of life, which he
considered so essential for national
survival and the surest way toensure
lasting happiness in life, for the
community in which he was born.
The Navalar era in education started
and his name grew into a legend.

There is a wealth of literature in
the country to give wus information
about the life and work of the great
Navalar. To meet his rivals on the
same ground, he started an English
school. The missionary opposition
triumphed and the school was closed-
His next effort to start, in the Tamil
medium, the present Saivaprakesa
school at Vannarpannai met with success.
This was followed by other schools at
Inuvil and Kopay and the lead was
followed in other parts of the land.

The atmosphere however was not favour
able to the success of the schools. The
missionaries continued their schools
and offered the parents many baits
which the Saiva schools would not
give.  Their fashions were more
attractive and more pleasing to the
senses. The Departmental officers,
who were either Europeans or native
products of the Christian schools with

vested interests in the churches-
Christianity being the status symbol
for all apointments to the public

service then=- frowned upon these schools.
Saiva practices and
often made the butt-end of ridicule-
this state of mind prevails even today-
and the youth were led on to the
glittering prospects of modernism and
offical preferments.

The next step forward in Hindu
Education was the starting of the
Jaffna Hindu College by the Saiva

Paripalana Sabhai in the teeth of severe
opposition from the Mission quarters.
The Sabhai had many influential
supporters and they succeeded in
building up the school gradually. The
visit of the Lion of Vedanta. Swami
Vivekananda inspired them to further
action and more schools sprung up. The
schools were Hindu in name but had
almost the same curricula of studies
as the Christian schools, with Scripture
occupying a big place. Latin had
pride of place over Tamil. The Depart=
mental regulations were strict and the
Cambridge Examinations were the
passports to success in life. The heads
of schools were in some cases Christians
as Hindu educationists were not avai-
lable. The school flourished, but not

so fast as they deserved, as the pro--

orthodoxy were

¥ O



ducts of these schools had to appear
before Christian and European Heads
of departments for interviews for ad-
mission to the public services. Hence
they had to be pale imitations of the
Christian schools, with some Saiva
activities thrown in for good measure.
The schools did not have the freedom
to plan and develop as they liked.
Even sponsors of Hindu schools often
sent their children to the older
Christion schools for the sake of their
future prospects and gave priority to
the wclfare of their children over the
cause Of religion-

Mention may be made of the Hindu
Board of Education and its schools but
they suffered under the same handi-

caps. The Ramakrishna Mission in
Batticaloa and in TJaffra was more
liberal in outlook and they helped

to implant Hindu traditions among
the people, particularly of the middle
class with a fair measure of success.
The mission had clear cut programmes
of religious work and the experience,
their Sannyasin workers had gained
in India. was useful. The Missionaries
however did not give up the fight
and their presence acted as a terrific
handicap to the Hindu schools which
had to be run on competitive lines.
It was only with the take over in
1960 that they (Missions) realised their
position, but they are still keen on
perpetuating their culture on the
Hindus in private schools, where they
continue to exploit the snobbishness of
certain sections to their advantage.

Thc great Navalar had started the

fight. It was continued by the Saiva
Paripalana Sabhai the Hindu Board
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of Education and the Ramakrishns
Mission, Sir Ponnambalam Ramana
than, of revered memory. gave a more
positive turn to Hindu Education and
experimented with his College for
girls at Marathanamadam and Pare-
meshwara College for Boys. He had
great visions and his schools were
planned with high idealss He met
with fair success but did not live long
enough to create a new pattern of
Hindu education The Hindu leaders
split up among themselves, floundered
along and the schools built themselves
up gradually, till some of them drew
level with the older schools in the
country run by the Missionaries

The change over to the Tamil
medium and the introduction of
Hinduism as a subject into the curri-
culum by progressive stages prepared
the ground for Hindu education taking
a definite form and shape in our
schools. Teaching techniques required
practical applications an d the atmosphere
of the schools changed. The take over
of the schools by the Government
with the exception of the few that
are standing out to continue the fight
though not with the same advantages
as in the past extended the scope for
Hindu education and reduced the
competition.

The problems before Hindu educatio-
nists are different and more dange-
rous at present. The spectre of mass
unemployment and the continued
onslaughts of western culture have
created frustration among youths and
chaos into our system. Hindu values
in life are at a discount. Indiscipline
and vice a la mode New York and
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London are gathering momentum.
Mini skirts and even Bikinis have in-
vaded our girls schools and even the
most remote schools have shorts as
the standard form of dress for the
pupils and the drain pipe trousers and
aylon shirts for the youth. The films

for adults only, are the chief
attractions for them.
Religion is the only force that

can meet the mounting problems of
today. The Hiudus have to depend
on their leadership and the future of
society in Jaffna is closely tied up
with the amount of success the
Jeaders could achieve. The forces of
vice and corruption have to be tack-
Jled by new methods and even politic
al problems have to give priority to
the solution of these problems. The
Hindu traditions in education are rich
in experiences and much has to be
learned from the work of western
thinkers in education to meet the

modern problems of Society.

The Beetles of the West may be
said to represent the idols among the
Youths there, to judge from their
popularity among them. Is ita sign
of the times that they are at the
feet of Maharshi Mahesh Yogi to
learn his transcendental meditaion and
secure peace of mind? Other Hindu
methods of this type are popular in
America and the West should
we wait to get the same stuff of
our hoary ancestors with labels ‘made
in America’ to embody them into

eur educa.tional system and stem the
rot that is eating into society

and

our

today? The forces of Hindu leader-
ship have to be rearranged and the
methods changed to meet the psycho-
legical needs of the youths today.
The goals however have to remain
steady. They should represent the
essence of Hindu Upanishadic thought.

The Youths will have to be made
to pattern their lives on the Hindu
patterns of simple living and high
thinking, on love, bakthi and faith

in God and in the higher and more

permanent and realistic values in
life.

The Government 1S proposing to
face the population explosion by

stepping up the family planning move-
ment. The remedy will be a much
greater danger than the disease. The
side effects of the remedy would be
the escalation of vice and the break
up of the sacrosanct ties of chastity
and marriage, witness the Hippie
Boys and flower girls so luridly
portrayed in our Weekend Journals,
which are out to get custom, by
pandering to the lowest instincts of
man. Hindu and Buddhist Dharmas
are definitely against family planning
and strongly for the more natural
and permanent remedy of self control
and preference to things of ‘Sreya’
than ‘Preya’ in life. The population
explosion has to be met by an explosion
in religious education and the reorien-
tation of Society on the lines of Hindd
and Buddhist Dharma. The task
offers a challenge to Hindu educatio-
nists and schools. Would they rise 0
the occasion. Would Government give
them whole hearted support in this
tremendous task so vital for our nation’
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Science and the Arts
R. K. Brady, O. B, E. Representative British Council, Ceylon

We have heard much about the con-
flict between science and the arts, even
between science and “culture’’. This
is misleading.

The virtue of the scientific attitude
is that it subjects experience to a cer-
tain type of criticism and the more
rigid and uncompromising the criticism
the better. But let us not forget that
the arts as well have their models of
criticism and are in their own way
areas of disciplined thinking. Indeed
it is impossible to conceive of an art
without referring to the discipline of
it What is poetry without rhythm?
Even if it is irregular rhythm, there
is a control, a self-adjusting control,
thats governs it. What is prose with-
out its vigorous rationality ? What is
painting without its inescapable right-
ness, in other words its discipline that
succeeds? Ars est celare artem Art is
to conceal artistry, but the artistry is
there, and another word for it is dis-
cipline.

A special case is architecture -is it
an art, or a craft? A science inspi-
red with creativity, it is a technique
bursting its bonds for breath and life.
It forages on the borders of science
and art. More than any other form
architecture shows up both the diffe-
rence between and the underlying
unity of the sciences and the arts.
It straddles the differences, having
one foot in either camp. It highlights
science as an aesthetic, art as a me-
thod. And therein lies its uniqueness.

Method is the mark of the sciences.
‘Science is a method: indeed it is no-
5

thing more, nothing less than a me-
thod. But it is more than a way of
conducting an argument, a means of
proving a point. As research proceeds,
fresh points are constantly emerging,
fresh problems, fresh crystallisations.
The Scientist accepts them all, and
sometimes the more gratefully the more
perplexity they cause him. Science has
no ready-made containers to fill. It
remains open to the amorphous world,
which it valiantly, enthusiastically, stri-
ves to reduce to order. The sciences
seek, and progressively achieve, order
in mutability; which order, however,
as it supervenes, proves ever and all-
ways inadequate, and new patterns,
new configurations, new embryo notions
yearning for life and form, loom thro-
ugh the vivid luminescence of the rich
and abounding material of the objec-
tive world. ‘' Deep calleth unto deep.”

Surely you will recognise this as
your own experience as scientists! Bat
is it a description of sc’ence, or of art?
Of both! You see, they are not after
all generically distinct, that is all. They
are each of them operations of this
weird and wonderful thing, the human
mind and heart.

Science is like capitalism-you in-
vest and then work darned hard to
get something out of it. The invest-
ment is the hypothesis. Even if it
proves to have been wrong, and even
wrong - headed you have progressed
along the way through the sheer relent-
lessness of your methodical ratiocina-
tion.
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So science is method and the arts
are-well. what? We are too fond of
making facile contrasts, so let us be-
ware of them. But this we can say:
it is in the nuture of the arts to over-
flow their banks. Life is the ocean.
art a river, and science a canal.

What so many scientists overlook but
what I would recommend you never
to forget is that the water in the canal
is the same as that in the river, and
in the ocean. It’s not enough to call
it H,0. “A little H,0 will clear us
of this deed ”—Lady Macbeth did not
put it that way. Certainly, we madle
great strides when we learned to ana-
lyse water as H,0—it is, I presume,
H,0 and not HO,!—and when for in-
stance, chemistry grew out of alchemy.
We are now able to cure diseases that
people didn't have before! And a few
they did have! But let us not forget
the ones—the nervous disorders, the
cardiac ailments, cancer. Nor the worst
disease of all, mendacity, which is now
thanks to mass communications, on a
world - wide scale. Soon it will be pos-
sible to televise lies by a series of Tel-
stars, as it is already possible to fill
the air (thanks to the strides made by
technology and thanks to science in its
turn!) with inanity, vanity, I-can-and
~you-cannoty, and the lowest forms of
the arts,

: Yes, H,0. But remember this -H,0
Is not water; it is a description of
water for a certain set of limited
purposes. Hy,0 will not save your
life in the desert. And let us remem-
ber this as well: chemistry has not
yet answered the questions of the alche-

mists nor asttonomy those of the

astrologers. True science asks only
questions proper to science. But there
remain other questions. Not only

questions of fact, e. g. how far away
is the moon’- but questions of value,
e. g. why do lovers grow sentimen-
tal in the moonlight?

I ask you to keep in mind the
primacy of human values. One of
these is integrity, and it must be the
mark of the scientist everywhere. But
another one is width of wvision. I
appeal to you- keep your minds open
to the wide world, the pulsating world
of beauty, the intense vitality that
quivers around us, within us.  The
world that we are so long as we are
alive, not the world our poor pathe-
tic rather absurd corpses will become
when the time comes round for the
autopsy. For remember this - that is
not you or me or any man or woman
lying there on the dissecting table.
No, it is only the decaying remnant
of a simulacrum. As well say a
butterfly mounted is the same thing
as a butterfly alive.

The flower of the botanist is not a flo-
wer but a corpse. “Ten thousand saw I
at a glance tossing their heads in
sprightly dance.” Ah yes, he thrilled
to them. And s» do children. And
so should we, Living tissue what
can equal it? But the tissue the
histologist deals with is only fit, once
he has looked at it. for the Under-
taker. The severed hand is a sad
pointless blotch of decay. The living
hand moulded the Parthenon and
wrote the works of Shakespeare.

What pleases me most in this
country is that one finds so many
good scientists who are also humanists,



men in the forefront of science who
nevertheless respect and reverence the
arts. Lucian de Zylwa is an instance
of this Ceylonese type. I could name
dozens of such people. Half your
professors, for one thing We see so
many at our British Council meetings
scientists galore who are interested
in the humanities - while there are
other people I could mention who
have graduated in the arts yet have

no feeling for the truly humanb
disciplines, no regard for poetry. or
the charm and grace of language.

Unhappy people. to throw away this
life we never get agata in frivolities,
pettiness, gossip and cocktail parties.

But you- you are not of that
kind. You are disciples of science.
seekers after the true practical des-
cription of things. and you have taken
the best that the west can offer.
But there 1is something peculiarly
your own, viz what makes you
different as people of Asia. And it
consists in this: that you realise in
your bonds (as it were) what others
can only discern through the pale
lineaments of theory that scientific
method can never lead to ultimate
truth.

Science talks of sequences and
divides reality into things, entities:
but you know that matter is not

merely a World of describable chains
of causality, it is something the ima-
gination is ingredient to, something
continuous with feeling, it is confron-
tation with life itselt. Matter, you
koow, is measure and with this view
aimost we might say innate in you
as people of the East. you all have
the makings of scientists in you right
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from childhood. Buat it is
underlaid by citta or
through with mind.

measure
“mind,” shot

And mind, not as itis customarily
regarded in the West. A tree has a
mind east of Suez. In other words
matter is form as well, and whereas
we are driven to analyse matter te
the very limits of intelligibility —this
is the scientific urge the demand
made on the scientist—it cannot be
exhausted, or even in its inner nature
grasped by any process of the rea-
son. For the Eastern scientist matter

can never be inert, he sees the life
in it and knows the Greak dicho-
tomy of matter and form for the

mere handy simplification that it is,
a subtle simplification that has set
man at odds with himself in the in-
ternal forum of his own nature and
at odds with nature itself. For you
the beholder and the beheld mingle im
the living act and clearly you see, for it
has never occurred to you to doubt it,
that matter is what we are when dream-
ing, loving, suffering singing, ado-
ring. contemplating, meditating as
much as when thinking scientifically.

We have something to teach you,
we who come from the West, and
you are keen to learn it, as witness
your presence here today. But you
have something very precious to con=
vey to us, something you may be
no more than dimly aware of your-
selves. It is a certain positive attitude
of mind, a reverence for life as a
whole, a joy in being. You will be
able all the better to help wus if
first you try thoroughly to imbibe
the spirit of contemporary science
and unlike the prophets of so many
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contemporary Oriental pieties use

language in rigorous respect for truth,
free of sentimentality and haziness.

You must never tire of the search
for an ever more and more precise
enunciation of fact. This is the un-
flinching rigour of science and within
its own area of validity it is para-
mount- Only when you have acquired
its mental discipline will you learn
how best to throw your own inner
light upon the world, For there is
one thing many of you, and some
of us in the West too, can hope to do.
We can hope to become wises

Wisdom - that is what I'm getting
at; science alone is not wisdom And
even less so is a dilettante approach
to the arts. But without a love of
the Arts let me say it, without love
{full stop;) there is no wisdom. ‘‘The
fear of the Lord is the begin-
ing of wisdom” Translate and

transmute this how you will it remains
a profound truth. It means this-that
reverence for truth is wisdom.

Wisdom is reverence.  The great
artist and the true scientist are re.
verent. Science leads to one aspect of

truth but it is only an aspect after
all and therefore distorted: but if
you keep your hearts open to life
in all its wonderful wealth of marvels
and delight you will grow daily more
and more into being' What a start
science gives you along the way to-
wards this holy, wholesome and wholly
to be desired achievement- How lucky
you are to be scientists! And how
blest this lovely land will be if you
also will strive without ceasing to
become, through and through and
right into the marrow, deep thinking.
open hearted, worthwhile men and
women.

Through high philosophy or low, through the most exalted mythology

or the grossest,

through the most refined

ritualism or arrant fetishism

every sect, every soul, every nation, every religion, consciously or uncon-

sciously, is struggling upward,

towards God;

every vision of truth that

man has, is a vision of Him and of none else...

Be brave and be sincere; them follow any path with devotion and

you must reach the Whole. Once lay hold of one link of the chain and
the whole chain must come by degrees.

Swami Vivekananda.
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A Golden Era at Vaidyeswara Vidyalaya

T. Pararajasingham B. A, (Lond) Post Graduate Trained.

Vaidyeswara Vidyalaya evolvgd
from small beginnings. The pio-
neering was done by the Founder
Mr. T. Nagamuttu. His foresight
secured an assured future for
Vaidyrswara, and introduced a new
dynamic spiritual force into the
lives of the people of Jaffna. Vai-
dyeswara passed into the tender folds
of the Rama Krishna Mission. It
is a land mark in its history. His-
tory transcends recorded events,
both human and otherwise. It eva-
luates men and matters in their
environments. It takes into con.
gideration the forces that deter.
mine human conduct, and the
values, ocultures and ideals that
people pursued.

Mr. S, Awmpikaipakan, the Prin-
cipal [1935-1968] and Mr. C. Vyra-
muttu, the Vice Principal
(1931 - 1967] are retiring from
service. It is another land
mark in its history. It is a solemn
moment, field with temse emo-
tions. It is, a parting. Men who
are creating history in the broader
fields of education in the country
and here till today are to in let-
ters of gold emerge into the pages
of the history of Vaidyeswara. Their
persons are to be missing here in
the day to day life of the school,
They are mistaken for the institu-
tion. Could their stay here, for
three decades of sustained dedica-
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ted service, be reckoned as the
Golden Era at Vaidyeswara Vidya-
laya? What else is it? A look
into the compiled catalogue of
recorded events of the school ia
suffieient documentary evidence. It
will speak for itself. It is prog-
ress and the record is only achie-
vements,

They could just look back and
help me to an explanation. Mr.
8. Ambikaipakan remembers the
men who awaited him when he
came from Batticoloa - rather raw.
They were men with muscles, ner.
ves and veins. They took to the
ropes and it was a real tug-of-war,
They were confronted with odds
and difficulties but still they clung
on to tie ropes. Lesser men would
have given up. Toil and sweat was
all, that they had. The reins re-
mained intact. Some hands chan-
ged in the rope but still the team
remained and the pull was always
in one breath. These were the
men who forged a Golden Era

at Vaidyeswara.

The contemporary Vaidyeswara
and its unrecorded achievements
is, what stimulates me. It is here,
they are in their true mettle, un-
equalled and perfect. They are
bumble and-modest but still digni-
fied- -and 'decisive. Their subtle
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hands have woven a mystic W.eb,
wherein, a student has Do choice
but to study, a teacher hz?s noth-
ing else but to teach while .they
abound in smiles and are available
all over the school to any and all.
It was “good’* that motivated
them and it was “good ” that de-
termined their conduet - for they
embody it with a rich abundance
ot humanity. It is *‘good’’ that
yibrates here, encircles and enno-
bles-the young and old. It makes
life worth while, The deep im-
prints, they are leaving behind in
the human breasts, shall survive
for they make life sublime. Ages
ahead, generations that will emerge
from Vaidyeswara shall, with pride,
say - ‘“ Here Lived These Men,”

An era changeth, Let us take
a short stock. Let us hope and
give it the strength of our prayers.
Prayer is the noblest of human crea-
tions and is the strongest of forces.
It is the anchor sheet of man. In
solemn moments, as it is with as
at Vaidyeswara today, it is our only
resort. It will help us to resur-
rect and rededicate and make man’s
belongings endure,

Love “thinketh no evil
puts the best construction on
mind to live in.

for a day . And

see that success is

imputes no motive,
every action.
What a stimulus and benediction even to meet with it
if we try to influence or elevate others we shall soon
in proportion to their belief of our belief in them.

Vaidyeswara i3 a trust. It is un-
recorded but is imprinted. It is
built and sustained by human breath
and prayer. Itisa Teachers’ school.
It has a mission. The hands of the
government only furthered it.
Bands of men and women are here
to greet and to work and to build,

A perennial shower, ever awaits,
at the portals of Vidyalaya - any
and all. The waters are celestial
from a Himalayan spring., It is
an eternal flow - ever in blissful
plenty. It is love - our presiding
Deity - Vaitheswaran.

SITOUID YO SDTWG L TGT

BITYRST @B BTS T DI HY

ey sPwory = Guawd HAdTiuds

&TwWRT Ty s SmsUbd LTS

s aaflsar  msor Glofl QLS

sTur HyeriEmr BFTAGSTMIL  SEPlILIT

— Fmurssio

May our stalwarts help us to
heights still higher and be with
us — for ever.

Man’s tributes and laurels are
still due to them. Remember, it
13 three decades of boys and girls,
men and women in all age groups
and in all walks of life. All and

one in one voice will join me when [
express it in one word - gratitude.

sees the bright side,
What a delightful state of

— Henry Drummond,
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A Letter from England.

61, Brookfields Avenue,
Mitcham, CR4 4BQ.
England,

The Editors 12-1-68.
:The Vaidyeshwaran.’
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Jaffna, Ceylen.

Dear Sirs,

Thank you for your letter of the 8th ult. I was trying my
best to send you an article as I felt that it is my duty to hononr
them on this great occassion, But I am sorry, in spite of all my
endeavours, I couldn’t find sometime to devote to it. Life in
England is so fast and one is so busy to spare sometime to other
activities. In fact, I didn’t write to you all these days in the
hope that I would be able to send you something. But now as
it is getting too late, I thought I would at least write to you.
I really regret very much that I couldn’t comply with your re-
quest but T am sure I will get more chances to pay my tributes
to them when I come back to Ceylon.

I take this opportunity to send both the Principal and the
Vice-Principal, both of whom were my teachers, all my best
wishes from beyond the seas for a long, prosperous and happy re-
tired life. T know from experience that one can do a lot after
retirement and I am sure both of them, now free from all the
worries and the strain of school administration, will devote all their
time to the service of the country and the people.

They have helmed the affairs of the institution for a record
length of time which [ am sure will never be broken even in the
future under the present set up. Much water has flown under the
bridge during their regime and the school has progressed with
astounding rapidity. I can still imagine the school as it was when
I was a student thirty years ago—a cadjan - roofed hall with tall
wooden pillars, containing the entire school within it, about seven
or eight class-rooms with about two hundred students and seven
or eight teachers—that was all. There were clasges upto the J. 8. C.
The 8. 8, C. classes were formed in 1942 and all the fine students
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examination for the first time

Qince then it has progressed by
d in all directions, science labo-

who were sent up for the S.8.C.
were successful, including myself!

leaps and bounds, buildings expande :
rataries were built, the two schools were amalgamated, and in 1952

the school was raised to Grade I, thus bringing it in level with
all the big schools in Ceylon. The carnival, and the r'affle held
in 1953 brought in a sum of nearly a lakh of rupees which helped
to bring the school buildings %o the state they are today.

Above all, it has produced thousands of citizens,—1cany of
whom are eminent and many like myself, many who are proud
of the institution and many of whom the inslitution is proud. This
is, in fact, the criteron by which the growth of an institution is
assessed. I have seen many of our old students in England, in
different fields and it looks as if we can open a branch of our
old students’ Association here too.

Yes, an era is coming to a close in the history of the
institution, an era which can indisputably be termed ‘the Golden
Era,’

Vive la Alma Mater !
With love from
Senthil

[W. S. Senthilnathan, B. A., F, R, A. S., Dip-in-Ed. Advocate.,
A distinguished Old Boy and a member of our College Staff
1952 — 1962]

— Edittors.

Nature does not demand that we be perfect. It requires only that
we grow... ..

— Joshaa Loth Liebman.
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MY IMPRESSIONS

BY

Dr. T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAN
Vice-Chancellor
Madurai University

Thira S. Ambikaipakan was a student of the Madras Presi.-
dency College. As ome who had beea the Chief Proffassor of Tamil
in that college I am proud of claiming him as - Presidency Boy. I
came into greater personal conmtact with him from 1'9§7 when I first
came to Ceylon. He was the right-hand of Kalai Pulavar and an
ardent disciple of Yoga Swami, He was one of those who were
responsible for the Tamil Festival held at Jaffna. In short, he has
been connected very intimately with every cultural activity of
Jaffna. The very fact that he had been for wore than thirty years
the Principal of a Premier Institution of Jaffna viz. the Vaidyesh-
wara Vidyalaya, explains his influence on the younger men who
had studied under him—an opportunity which rarely comes even
to teachers. As a Tamil writer and speaker he was populir and
effective. He is a great research scholar and a great organiser.

I deem it a great privilege to claim him as my friend. May
he live long to serve his couatry, his language and the culture
which are his very life.

Culture 1s mot mere education; it ss mot good clothes or wealth or social
success. Culture is the understanding of life which comes of a harmonsous
fusion of the intellectual and moral attainments. It is not also a pose of
sntellect or a code of comvention, but an attitude of sanity, tolerance and sweey
reasonableness. Of its very mature culture cannot as is often supposed, bs the
by - product of am education which is out-and-out secular and utilitarian......

All education which fails to develop moral values amd a philosophical oug
look is a mere incubus, wholly barren of true culture.

— Shri S, Dikshit
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AN APPRECIATION OF MR. AMBIKAIPAKAN

BY
Dr. H. W. THAMBIAH
Puisne Justice

I consider it a great privilege to have been asked to write
a short appreciation of Mr. S. Ambikaipakan. I have known Mr.
Ambikaipakan for more than twelve years. He belongs .to a l9ng
line of distinguished educationists who have devoted their energies.
to bringing up the educational standard in Jaffna. Under his able
guidance the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, which started as a. small
school, has attained the present status as a leading school in the
North.
He is a distinguished scholar both in English and Tamil,
Apart from his school activities, he has also taken part in social
and cultural activities of the country. He is a man of wide
reading and culture. He devoted his services for the develop-
ment of Tamil culture, language and religion. There is hardly a
literary or covltural aotivity in  which he has not taken a lead-
ing part in Jaffna. It was at his instance that the Kamban Kala-
gam was formed and it is now doing great service to the cause
of Tamil Literature.

After the death of Kalai Pulavar Navaratnam, he is one of
the few persons left in Jaffna who are genuinely interested in the
growth and development of our culture. Thiruvalluvar said -

@St eseunp Bwedgfur Iy '
Ty = Pug L?g)l'r&@.@ T3

e (I):h accordance wi.ch this aphorism, Mry, Ambikaipakan has

Ao a.erils and not himself, and he belongs to others. Although

o ipthyet f“b medll, he has tolerance for a|] religious persuasions.

i P'e of the l‘dal‘-e.r'evered Yoga Swami, he believes in the
ernal truth that al] religions lead to ghe same goal,

rebiremi[;i, r;:;"?m;nb.‘@ & 8reat loss to. the sghool. After his
A g ¥ drowdence 8ve him good health and long life to

800d work he hgg done for the educational, social
of our country, ;
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RETIRES INTO A WIDER SPHERE OF SERVICE

BY
T. T. JEYARATNAM, B A. (Lond.) J. P. 375‘05
Principal, Mahajana College N A j:
and el

(President, Northern Province Principals’ Association)

Ever since he took over the reins of office as the head of
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Mr. Ambikaipakan has been a perfect
synthesis of Principal, public man and pioneer of the religious and
cultural revival in the North. And the people of Jafina have been
staring in wonder for over three decades at the resourcefulness and
dynamism of this bespectacled man with a slim figure and anm
ever smiling countenance. Though his services to Vaidyeshwara are
in themselves adequate to earn him a niche in the Hall of Fame
his impact on the educational, cultural aad religious life of the
people has been of such significance that he deserves to be viewed
in a broader perspective.

It is in the fitness of things that a person of such catholi=
city and inner discipline should be nurtured by the Ramakrishna
Mission — the cradle of many a Karma Yogi, Tutored and trained
by Swami Vipulanandaji. of revered memory and inspired by his
gpirit of service — as by that of a galaxy of Swamis of the
Ramakrishna Mission — he realised that he had a role to play im
the revival of our cultural heritage. The rediscovery of the persn-
nial values of the Hindu way of life became with him a magni-
ficient obsession. And Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, which grew under
his fostering care became a wonderful instrument in his hands.
He so fashioned and perfected the school that it carried oat for
the benefit of the pnpils most of what he had planned for the
Hindu community at large. [a du: couarss it turned ont to be
the hub of all Hindu activities in Jaffna. The tradition which he
and his associates built around Vaidyeshwara has given it the un-
mistakable aroma of a religious and cultural centre for the Hindus.

To a person of inner refinement and scholarship, the head-
ship of a school could not be his: only pre-occupation; nor religion,
just an atfitude of mind. So Mr., Ampikaipakan was instinctively
drawn towards voluntary organisations whose objectives were in fulf

QLT N
i8bUll

Blp
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accord with his own aspirations. He a.ssocia.t.ed himsglf with p,
activities of the Jaffna Saiva Paripalana Sabbai, the Hindyg Univer.
sity Movement and the Thiruketheeswaram. Temple .Bestoration
Society and helped elevate, broaden and susta.m‘ the religious sengj.
bility of the Hindus, He also becams an active member of gy,
Jaffna Oriental Studies Society, which sought. “9 relee and fogtep
Sanskrit and Tamil learning. His long assoiation with this body
made him in due time its distinguished representative on the courts
of the University of Cayloa, His work as tha youthful and energetis
Secretary of the Nothern Province Teaciers’ Association nearly
thirty years ago, and the sage and sober counsel which he gave
the Northern Province Principals’ Association as its esteemed
President towards the close of his eventful career, will ever remain
green in the minds of his fellow educators.

It is our hope that Mr, Ambikaipakan will, in his well-
merited retirement, press more vigorously toward the mark which
he has set for himself. Fortunately he lays down the burden of
office at a time when his health and his mental faculties are still
unimpaired. He will, therefore, be able to bring to his wider
sphere of activity the same zest and the same talents as he hag
displayed in the past. May he be granted sufficient strength to

speed up the cultural and literary revival that is coming over our
sountry.

“How dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnished, not to shine in use

As tho’ to breathe were life............

Some work of noble note, may yet be done.”

A smile Costs - nothing,

A Y but create i
teceive without impoverishing $ much. It enriches those who

those who give,
New England Journal
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Partner in a Great Work
S. Ambikaipakan, B. A. Principal

It is with mixed feelings that
I attempt to pay my tributg to
one who has been a partnerin a
great work for over a generation,

On the one hand it gives me
great pleasure to express my
appreciation of all that Mr.
Vyramuthu has done for the

Vidyalaya; on the other, it makes
me sad to think that the har-
monious and fruitful partnership
of a generation is going to be
broken up soon.

It was thirty two years ago,
to be exact it was om the 1st of
October 1935, that I assamed
duties as the head of the Vai-
dyeshwara Vidyalaya. I was no
stranger to Vidyalaya when I
became its head. I had acted for
Mr. Vyramuthu for a short period

earlier and I was in close con-
tact with some of its teachers. I

still remember my sitting close to
the platform of the Vidyalays and
listening to the address of Mahatma,
Gandhi t0 the Ceylon Indians when
he visited Jaffna in December 1927,

In 1935 there were seven tea-
chers at the Vidyalaya. Messrs
Vyramuthu and Seenivasagam had
joined the staff some years before
me and Mr, Vythilingam, who
will happily remain at the Vidya-
laya for some more years to carry

8

on the great traditions, had joined
only some months before me.

The future of the Vidyalaya was
in a fluid state at that time. The
Ramakrishna Mission had many
difficulties in managing it for wans
of man power and finance. The
teachers chough small in number
and young felt that they could
undertake the responsibility of run-
ning the school without causing
any difficulty to the Mission with
the help of friends like the late
Kalaipulavar Navaratnam. It was
no easy task to convince the Mis-
sion about this and the person whe
was selected to impress on the
Mission our capacity to do the work
was Mr. Vyramuthu. I need nof
say that he not only succeeded
in his mission but was also able to
get their co-operation in running
the school.

Once this hurdle was got over,
we had to keep our word to the
Mission about running the school
smoothly. The task of husbanding
the very slender resources of the
school also fell to Mr., Vyramuthu.
He was also the clerk and the
bursar of the school at that time.
It was he who introduced the sys-
tem of maintaining the day book
where every cent that came im
and went out was entered. Later
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was carried on by Mr.
Vythilingam gnd is still in forc;
today. Inspite of all this wor
he was also preparing for. the Lon-
don Inter Arts examination.

Most of the teachers ab that time,
Messrs Vyramuthu, Seenivasagam,
Vythilingam and I, were ba.cbe!ors
and we spent most Of the time
in the school. There wers yoars
when we had not taken even &
single day’s leave. We were also
in the thick of the Kala Nilayam
activities,

This team work began to bear
fruit and the school began to make
rapid strides. Even before the
Free Education Scheme was intro-
duced the school had become self
supporting financially, The school
produced excellent results at the
J. S. C. Examination and later at
the S. S. C. Examination.

The period of expansion began
in 1945 when we started the Buil-
ding Fund. Mr. Vyramuthu was
the Treasurer of the fund and kept
accurate accounts of all the monies
that were received. Part of the
?cience block was the first build-
ing to be put up under the expan-
sion scheme,

In the intervening period
Mr. Vyramuthu had passed the
Londou Inter Arts and the B. A.
exan.aina.t.ion of the Culcatta Uni-
versity. So in 1945 when the Senior
Assistant, Mr. P, G. Narayana
Iyer left the Vidyalaya and joined

this work

Jaffna Hindu College. ~ Mr. Vyra-
muthu was able to step in as the
Vice-Principal. Everyone connec-
ted with Vidyalaya felt happy that
the post had gone to the most de-
serving person.

Numbers were increasing and we
had to find additional accommoda-
tion for the growing numbers. In
1953 the * Festival of Arts and
Raffle’” was organised which brought
as nearly a lakh of rupees. The
present Hall and the Biology Labo-
ratory were put up out of the pro-
ceeds of the festival. In this cam-
paign too Mr. Vyramuthu was the
Treasurer and Mr. Vyramuthu and
I along with Mr. Jeffree and the
late Mr. Chelliah undertook a me-
morable island - wide tour in con-
nection with the raffle.

These extra activities did not
deter us from attending to the aca-
demic side of the school. We knew
the fature of the school depended
on what we did in the class room.
No one was more aware of this
than Mr. Vyramuthu. As Vice
- Principal he paid a great deal of
attention to organizing the work of
the school. During the lunch inter-
val and after school hours we drea-
mt dreams of a great future for
the Vidyalaya. Some of these
dreams have materialised; others
are now left to posterity.

Mr. Vyramuthu was at his best
in the class room. The subjects he
taught were History and English



and he handled these subjects with
great competence. He took a de-
light in holding classes after school
hours. In this respect he used to
remind me of the late Mahamaho-
uppadyaya Kuppusami Sastriar who
was Professor of Sanskrit ab the
Presidency College, Madras when
I was a student there. For the
honours students who were less
than a dozen he held the classes
in his room and he saw to it that
his classes were fixed for the last
period in the day. He would conti-
nue his classes for long hours even
after the closing of the College.

During the past few years,
Mr. Vyramuthu has taken a great
interest in the teaching of English
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as a second language. Without
going to England or Australia he
has mastered the technique of tea-
ching the subject to the extent of
winning the admiration of those
who hold diplomas and degrees of
foreign Universities.

Mr. Vyramuthu as a man is grea-
ter then all these. He is one who
rejoices in the achievements of
those around him. Whatever I
achieved in the school and outside
was due to the co-operation and
encouragement given by him. He
was a loyal colleague and nobody
could drive a wedge between us.

May Lord Vaidyeshwaran bless
him with long life and health in

his retirement.

India gave a concrete meaning to man’s life from start to finish:

First came bramacharya, the period of discipline in education; then

of grahasthiya,

for the loosening of the bonds; and finally

that of the world’s work; then vanaprasthya the retreat

pravarjya the expectant await-

ing of freedom across death — Tagore.
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Mr, Vyramuthu

A. S. Kanagaratnam Esq. B. A

Forty years i8 quite an epoch
a life time almost and forty years'
in one and the same school*
One could die of the boredom.

But teaching can be lively,
with hardly any dull hour and a
growing school the source of
considerable enjoyment to 0DE
dedicated to that kind of work.
Mr. Vyramuthu was oaqe such.

The Vaideshwara Vidyalayam
was founded by a teacher, and
an assistant master at that. Nor
did the founder become its mana-
ger. It was managed by the
entire staff a new departure in
school management. The Principal
and his assistants in which group
the founder found himself, met
to consult as problems arose and
that democratic tradition bas held
to this day. even after the manage-
ment was offered to and accepted
by the Ramakrishna Mission in
Ceylon.

In those days only denomina-
tional bodies could found
schools. There was neither social
prestige nor financial support to
ttack an individual’'s work in this
line. It is not surprising
fore that for quite some
after its founding the

wara Vidyalaya remai
lected school, hined

there-
time
Vaidyes-
y a neg-
mainly catering for

the children of the poorer classes.
It received little support from
the well-to-do community of Indian
and Muslim business men who
lived round the school.

At this time Mr., Vyramuthu
was a lad in his teens attending
Jaffna Central College.

Its English status notwithstand-
ing, when Mr. Vyramutha joined
the staff of the Vidyalayam, it
was still an obscure school in an
insignificant suburb of the town
then administered by an Urban
Council. One big hall housed
several classes as in so0 many
swabasha schools of that day,
contemptously called ‘vernacular’
and in fact very much so. That
was the school where Mr, Vyra-
muthu learnt his craft as a
pedagogue. _

The Ramakrishna Mission that
toock over the management of the
school was wise enough to trust
the Principal and staff with the
actual management, retaining in
their hands only a nominal res-
ponsibility, By the time free Edu-

cation became law the school’s
future was assured, like that of
some other schools whose mana-
gers didn’t care to live off the

earnings of their teachers. In the
congenial climate ushered in with



Kannangara’s ‘pearl of great price’
Vidyalayam developed fast. The
story of her rise from near-slum
conditions to her A-grade status is
intimately associated with Mr., Vy-
ramuthu’s career as a schoolmaster,

Mr. Vyramuthu will repudiate
this. He would smile in his typi-
cally tolerant manner and disclaim
any pretensions to being the sole
architect of what has been
achieved at the Vidyalayam dur-
ing the laxt two decades and he
is right. No school can claim to
be the dream child of any one
person. A school build-up is a
co-perative effort and Mr. Vyra-
muthu’s part in the story of the
Vidyalayam was no more nor less
than that of his colleagues; nor
for that matter Mr., Ampikai-
pakan’s or Mr. Seenivasagam’s
or of any other of that closely
knit team of friends and colleagues
whose careers have merged in the
making of this school,

One might well ask whether
any system of bureaucratic con.
trol that neither cared to culti-
vate the good- will of the teachers
nor even trusted them could ever
draw out so much devotion and
sacrifice as went into the build-
ing of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya.
Frequent interference, whether
managerial or ‘head - magisterial’,
could discourage the teachers and
mar their school plans and pur-
poses. Some people want to domi-
nate their milieu and rule the
men who work with them. Such

9

33

men are so out of step with the
mood of our time. I am yet to
see a school that prospered under
these strong arm administrators.
The Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, as
also our other good schools of
recent vintage, have all had one
feature in common. They owed
their rise to this team spirit
among the Principal and his Staff,
this feeling of a common pride
in a common endeavour. Principal,
Ampikaipakan and his Viee Prin.
cipal Vyramuthu were both gifted
with that rare quality that could
kindle this team sprit among their
assistants.

Messrs. Ampikaipakan and Vyra-
muthu made an ideal partnership,
perfectly co-ordinated to the tasks
they were assigned to do: over the
years their mutual relations so
developed and mellowed that the
one would not, could not, take any
step without first consulting the
other. It was a marriage made
in heaven, as the Christians would
say, fruitful and felicitous, the
complete merging of ‘mine’ and
‘thine’ in the happy ‘ours’. One
could hardly say who was the
Principal and who the Vice. ex-
cept that they had to occupy
two different offlces with different
name boards.

A veacher who really under-
stands his role in Society cannot
keep himself apart from public
affairs, even if administative regu=-



34

lations restrain him, A teach_e:
should not be just a book - ad-dlc
producing good results but lltl"sle
else. The classroom cannot CIr-
cumscribe a good teacher. He 18
too big to be contained and the
influence of his teaching over-
flows the classroom into the coun-
try beyond. Mr. Vyramthu’s influ-
ence in the professional, cultural
and Trade Union fields has been
considerable but unostentations.
He has been closely associated
with the management of two of
our Teachers’ Benevolent Fuand
Societies; and was for some time
Chairman of the Examination
Council of the Northern Province
Teachers’ Association.

But Mr. Vyramuthu’s supremse
contribution to the Vidyalayam
is the public confidence in the
school that has grown up during
the last twenty years among all
sections of the people of Jaffna.
This is largely due to his per-
sonal qualities. Hig simple ways
are well known. He hasn’t cared
to build for himself g big house.
He is readily approachable with
& calm and even temper. Friend-

ly towards every one he can be
firm and harg under his velyet
glove wherever it is Decessary

His humour, light ang restrained

adds flavour to his naturally in-
formative conversation. These are
qualities that a Jaffna parent
cannot resist in a school master.
Sedate and dignified Mr, Vyra-
muthu is the picture of depen.
dability as he walks to school
along the Navalar Road with his
books under his arm at the same
leisurely pace as if he were do-
ing his morning constitutional.

Mr. Vyramuthu’s special know
how is the teaching of English
as a foreign language. He did not
go abroad to acquire his exper-
tise. He read up anything on
the subject that came his way,
critically examined what he read
and tried out his findings in his
own school. Without any of the
elaborate modern aids available
in the Training Colleges abroad,
he has made himself an accepted
authority in this field — a self
made specialist and local product
who is listened to with respect
and attention by the many ex-
perts who have learnt their craft
in a much more sophisticated
background than Mr. Vyramuthu’s.
As for me, I must say here that
in my discussion with him per-
sonally and in committees on
the teaching of English I have
learnt much from Mr, Vyramuthu.
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Parents Day: Swami Sri Ranganandaji speaking at the function.
The portrait of Swami Natarajananda unveiled on that day is seen
in the background
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Staff and Students of Vaidyeswara Vidyalaya and Staff of Vivekananda Vidyalayam — on the
eve of the departure of Mr. S Ragupathy and assumption of work as Principal
by Mr. S. Ambikaipakan — October 1935
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Poor Yet Proud

"Patient, persistent effort brings
success’s Our school is a living ex-
ample of the truth of this state-
ment. No wealthy benefactors figure
in the history of our school. Any-
one comparing our school with other
schools in Jaffna will readily agree
that its growth and present stature
are entirely due to the untiring
efforts of a band of devoted teachers,
directed by dedicated men and the
support of well wishing parents Ano-
ther factor for the rapid development
of this institution has been the benign
guardianship of Sri Ramakrishna Para-
mahamsa and our association with the
Ramakrishna Mission.

People are no doubt astonished at
the tremendous progress that has taken
place at Vaidveshwara in the stan-
dard of education and in numerical

strength. The old tbatched shed has
given place to an upto date hall.
Several additional blocks have been

put up. These are all, most surpri-
sing to onlookers who wonder how all
this was made possible. There have
been occasions when the school was
shaken by the disappearance of expe-
rienced hands, and the cropping of all
kinds of problems. However able
leadership, team spirit and public sup-
port triumphed over all difficulties and
the school has steadily progressed. I
myself wondered when I was brought
here why parents should clamour
for admission here. There were no
Mposing buildings or even a proper
Playground,
17

To understand the popularity of our
school. we must know something of
its past. The school was founded by
the late Mr. Nagamuttu. He was him-
self a poor schoolmaster. After strug-
gling for survival for sometime the
management of the school went inte
the loving hands of the Ramakrishna
Mission. It was then that our school
started on the road to fame and for-
tune. It was the grace of the presiding
deity of tbe place Lord Vaidyeshwarag
after whom our school is named, that
brought us under the management of
the Mission. It was after all His owa
school. A number of good men came
to teach at our school and to help us
in various ways. The rich still pre-
ferred to send their children to the more
well to do schools. Vaidyeshwara served
only the neighbouring poor. It was
from out of improvement in educatio-
nal standards, through sheer hard work
that our school has come to be what
it is today. We are proud that reli-
gion and religious and cultural activi-
ties have been given a priority here
as in no other school. We can proudly
say that our institution has helped to
promote worship and devotion not
only among Hindus but among Mus-
lims as well. That is something
unique. Our school has been one ot
the first schools—if not the first —te
provide religious instruction to students
of other faiths. We have tried to
practice what Bagavan Ramakrishna
taught use Long before Government

thought of it, our Principal engaged



a Moulavi to teach Islam to
Muslim children. Our'school. ha§ bgen
throughout a co-educational institution
at all levels, Perhaps it was not
choice but necessity. We are proud
that the care and vigilance of the
Principal and his staff have helped. to
keep our name and honour unsulhec?-
©Of course a good part of the credit
must be given to ourselves! Without
the co-operation of students what could
they have done’

Today Vaidyeshwara with its spa-
gious Hall is the centre of Hindu
religious and cultural activities. To
the dynamic personality of our Prin-
gipal Mr, Ambihaipakan must go the
full honour. In spite of all this
progress we are lacking in two impor-

We do not have a

tant requisites. ;
This is a great

suitable playground. :
handicap to our progress in
the field of sportse Cannot something
be done to buy or lease out the ad-
joining vacant lands some of which
are Trustee properties? We have
poor accommodation. Class-rooms are
crowded. We must be able to sit com-
fortably to do good work. We want
more spacious buildings. Will the up-
stair block which consists of a small
solitary hall be extended? Will the

Old Boys and Girls who are so proud
of their school help us? Will our
dreams come true’

If they do, we will then be rich
—but we will not be proud.

M. Sivayogasundaram,

Grade |12—University Entrance
( Science )

Leadership

Leadershipis indispensable to Society
at all stages. Millions and millions
are born in this world but only a
picked few become leaders. The world
is upheld by the orderliness, peace and
resultant progress that good leaders
give to it. Men always find that life
8 sweet and tolerable in such society.
The names of such leaders become
household words.  Their services be-
tome part of our every day life and

their very images are ever carried in
sur minds.

A blind man cannot lead other blind
men. A leader therefore needs vision.
He must be able to see what is good,
what is noble what is beautiful, and
what is of lasting value. He must not
have only vision but understanding of
human nature. He must know that
most people are a mixture of good
and bad qualitiess He must be able
to make the best use of the good qua-
lities in people. Through whatever good
there is in people they must become
better and stronger. Leaders must



harness the good qualities of people to
the service of society. They must be
patient and large - hearted, Byt they
must be fearless and speak out the
truth boldly. Where kind words and
soft methods fail they must uge harsh
words and take firm steps as a last
resort. Leaders must not give in to
foolish critics, scoffers, or idlers who
- dislike change They must have a
heroic tenacity of purpose.

When we look into the lives of world-
leaders, whether in politics, religion,
social life or culture and education,
we will always find these qualities in
them. The lives of Mahathma. Ji B
Kennedy, Jesus Christ, Buddha or Vive-
kananda, Abraham Lincoln, Martin
Luther King, Tagore, Bharathi teach
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us that their hold op men’s minds was
through these qQualities. All such lea-
ders are in a way world teachers,

Nearer home, when we look at the
men like our Principal Mr, Ambihaipakan
and Vice principal Mr. Vyramuthu who
built up our school we find the same
qualities, They had courage and they
NEVer gave up any good work they
had launched on., This was the secret
of their success. Our teachers could
have added fortune to fame but they
cared for neither, They only found
happiness and honour i being our
leaders through their service to us.
When we are deprived of one leader
we scan the horizon for a worthy suc-
cessor We hope that lord Vaidyesh-

waran  will grant our school another
good leader.

R. Ramanathan

Grade 12—University Entrance
( Arts),

A Temple to the Lord of all Beauty

The poets of our land have sung
about beauty obtained through learn-
ing, Educational institutions are the
places that help us to achieve such
beauty, Although there are many
schools and colleges in Jaffna, the one
that my father chose for me was
““Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya,” It is not
because that my house is within a few
yards of Vaidyeshwara and my mother
is an old student of the school, He
chose the school for other reasons
too, I think he has been right.

When I enter the school 1 feel as
if I am entering a holy place or a
temple, There is the image of Sri Nata-
raja on the platform. There are around
him pictures of the Gracious Bagavan
Sri Ramakrishna, Annai Sarada Devi
and Swami Vivekananda and there
arises in my mind their call “Arise
awake and stop not till the goal is
reached,”

When I get into my class-room my

whole aim is learning my lessons,
Kind and experienced teachers take
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pains in explaining our lessons to us.
They do systematic work and help us
to advance in our studies. We gather
knowledge daily like bees gathering
honey.

A school does not become famous
by careful teaching of class lessons
alone, but also by its imparting of
real education, A good school must
help us to become beautiful in body,
mind and spirit. Many schools help
their students to become beautiful in
body and mind. Our school has always

left Jaffna without visiting our schoof
Our principal sought them and brought
them to us, Our school walls resound
with the voices of those noble visi-
tors. Here at Vaidyeshwara we cele-
brate a number of remembrance days
of great men and events,

Our principal Mr, Ambikaipakan has
been the source of inspiration for these
functions and activities. His retire-
ment makes us feel very sad indeed,
and we pray to God to grant us a
new principal like him, and to bless
our retiring Principal, and Vice Principal
with long life and all happiness.

S. Sivakumaran,
Grade 10—G. C. E., (0. L.)
Science ‘ C*

Who are they ?

attempted to make us beautiful in
spiril f00. Great men who have
crossed over Elephant = pass never
One is tall

One is lean

One walks fast

One speaks loudly

One sometimes pats his tummy
One calls people ‘I say”

One teaches, Tamil, Religion
and History

One lives at Mallakam

One laughs

One comes by bus

the
the
the
the
the
the

other is shart,

other is stout,

other walks slowly,

other speaks softiy,

other pats the backs of others,
other calls people *‘Thamby,”’

the other struggles with English,
the other lives in Jafina,

the other smiles,

the other walks,

As we enter

One sits on the left
They haven’t moustaches
They don’t wear trousers
They love Vidyalayam
They haven't wealth
They have no foes

Who are They ?

the other sits on the right,
they have spectacles,

they wear nationals,

they love their pupils,
they have wisdom,

they have many f{riends.

K. Jayanthimala
Grade 8 B.
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Annual Sports Report for the Year 1967

The year under review has
been full of activity and achieve

ment. It has revealed a greater
interest and a higher standard
in almost all aspects of the

College’s sporting activities. The
College Teams have maintained
the high standard of performance
a8 in the past. The friendly
games with our sister colleges
bave always ended in the best
of spirits and has once again
justified the standard by which
we judge games and the attitude
we take towards competitions.

Special mention must be made
of the keenness shown by the
House Master and thejAsst. Masters
of the Vivekananda House who
eventually emerged as the Annual
Inter - House Athletic champions
for the fourth year in succession.
The results of the Inter - House
Meet proved beyond doubt what
interest and training could do in
producing winning teams.

The Annual Inter - House Ath-.

letic Meet for the year 1967 was
held under the distinguished
patronage of Mr, T. Murugesam.
pillai A. G. A. Jaffna and Mrs.
Murugesampillai. The usual keen-
ness on the part of the House
Masters and House Captains en-
abled us to maintain a high
standard. The success of the

Meet was entirely due to the
co-operation of the House Masters
and Captains. My congratulations
are extended to the champions:

Boys :
L. Nagaratnam (Viv) Senior
M. Thiagarajah (Vip) Inter
K. Sivapalan (Vip) Yunior
Girls::
T. Varathalaxumy (Shar) Senior

R. Rajanayaky (Shar) Inter
N. Gowridevi (Shar: Yunior

My thanks are due to Mr. T.
Murugesampillai who gladly con-
sented to be the patron and Mrs,
Murugesampillai for consenting to
give away the prizes at our
meet and also to the Officials
and Judges who helped in offici-
ating at the meet.

In the Inter - Collegiate Foos-
ball championship, our Team
under the Leadership of S. Sivo-
palasingam  maintained a good
standard. Had ovur forwards been
quicker on their chances and
harder in their shooting they
could bave given wus a winning
goal average that would have

taken us to the championship.

Finally, I wish to say how
thankful I am to those colleagues
of mine on the staft-in parti-
cular, Messrs. S. Kanesan, K, Pasu-
pathy, S. K. Suntheralingam and
Mrs. Y. Vamadeva for the en-
thusiasm, help and encouragement
they have given me.

Se RAJADURAI

Prefect of Games
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Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
STAFF:- 1968

Mr. S. Sivapathasundaram M. A. (Cantab),, Principal
Mr, V. Vythilingam, B. A., Deputy Principal
Mr. S. Canthapillai, B. A. Dip- in Ed-
M:, P. Elankanayagam, B. A., Post Graduate Trained
Mr. S5, P, Balasubramaniam, Bs A. (Hons.)
Mr. T. Kandiah, B. A., Post Graduate Trained
M T. Puthirasingam, B. Sc.
Mr. S. Panneerselvam, B, Sc.
Mr. G. Tharmarajah B. Sc.
Mr. A. Saravanamnthu, B. A.
Mrs. V. Vamadeva, B. A.
Mr. C. Ramanathan, B. Sc,
Mr.S . Nallanathan, B. Sc.
Mrss P. Kanthasamy, B, A.
Mr. E. V- Chelvaratnam, B. Sc.
Vidwan Pon. Muthucumaran, B. O. L.
Mr. P. Kanapathipillai, B. Sc.
Mr. V, K. Sivapragasam, B. A. (Hons), M. A.
Mrs. L. Ponnampalam, B. A.
Mr. V. Karthigesu English Trained, First Class
Mr. S. Visvanathan, English Trained, First Class
Mr. V. S. Nadarajah, English Trained, First Class
Mr. S. Balasubramania Iyer, Special Trained-English, First class
Mr. S. Kanesan, Voc. Trained, First Class
Mr. K. Vaithiyanathar, Special Trained- English, Inter Arts
Mrs C. Thayalaratnam, English Trained. First Class
Mr. S. K. Suntharalingam, Special Trained (Englih)
Mr. S. Rajadurai, Special Trained (Commerce)
Mr. E:. Paramsothy, Inter Arts
Mr. V. Mahalingam, Special Trained (Commercte) . :
Mr. K. Vadivel, General Course in Art Certificate; 'I.‘amll Tl:uned-
First Class, and Drawing Certificate,
Mr. S. Nadarajah, First Class Tamil Trained, P'andit = Tamil & SMt
Mr. S. Kumarasooriyars First Class Tamil. Trained & S. S. C, Eagiisk
Mr. K. Arumugam, First Class Tamil Trained, Teacher ' :
; Drawing Certificate
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Mr. M, Kanagaratnam, First Class Tamil Trained

Mr. T. Sangarapillai, First Class Tamil Trained

Mr. K. Senathirajah, First Class Tamil Trained

Mrs. Yo Vamadeva, Third Class English Teachers Certificate
Mr. M. Senathirajah, First class Tamil Trained

Mrs. T. Ramanathan, Dip= in- Tamil

Mrs. V. Somasuntharam, First Class Tamil Trained
Mrs. S. Somasuntharam, First Class Tamil Trained

Mrs, P. Sockanathapillai, First Class Tamil Trained
Miss. S. Arulampalam, First Class Tamil Trained

Mr. K, R. Nadarajah, Sangeetha Pooshanam (Annamalai)
Mr. S. Govindasamy, First Class Tamil Trained

Mr. K. Tharmalingam, First Class Tamil Trained

Mr- M. A, Razaak, Maulavi, Arabic Dip.

Mrs- N. Rajaratnam, First Class Tamil Trained

Mr, V. Perampalam, First Class Tamil Trained

Clerical Statt

Mr. A. Thuraisingam
Mr. K. Somasuntharam

Librarian

Mr. N. Kandiah

Minor Staff

Mr. A. Rasanayakam
Mr. M, Sinnathurai
Mr. A, Nagarajab

Lab Assistants

Mr. K« Thiagarajah
Mr. N. Kanagalingam

)



Te our Olg Students.

A school ever needs the good - will and sapport of its 0Old

Students, Qur Alumni are scattered far and wide in different
fields of activity over various parts of the island and over diffe.
Tecs parts of the world. A complete ligt, of their names, addres-
ge8 achievements etc, ie being compiled. As the work is not yet
over, we desist from publishing the incomplete list. We hope to
publish the complete list in our next issue.

May Lord Vaidyeshwaran shower His blessings on all our
Old Students.

We thank most sincerely

All the distinguished people and Old Students jwho have contri-
bated to our journal.

All the Colleges which sent their magazines to us.

And our Printers the Sri Lanka Press who have given of their

o — Edstors
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