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The Editor's Pen

The years 1964 & 1565 had been two very trying years in
the history of our College. The bitter experiences culminated in
the passing away of two good souls from our midst. On September
15th 1964, the Lady President of our college Mrs. Sivagamasunthary
Natesan passed away with all the glory which an ideal Hindu
woman hood could aspire to. With a very faithful husband by her
side to bewail her loss and a whole host of old girls, friends,
teachers and students she made her last journey leaving our college

as though — Luxmi — The Goddess of Wealth and Luck had left us.

The sorrowing husband lived to see only four more months
and followed suit on the 15th day of January 1965.

“Be taught, O faithful consort, to control
Rebellious passion: for the Gods approve
The depth, and not the tumult, of the soul;
A fervent, not ungovernable love.”

It was indeed a wonder to us hew the two could live so
happily — for there never was a more devoted couple — such a man
of great intellectual heights with an innocent, childlike woman. To
him “she was a Phantom of Delight”.

Ever since she died he had a light lit in front of her photo-
graph and submitted every meal and drink before he partook of it.

At a time when the school was in such confusion like a bolt
from the blue, the message came that our ex-manager Senator Dr.
S. Natesan had passed away. It is needless to explain our feelings.
Every one of his good friends has expressed his or her feelings in
their contribution to this Memorial Number. Our sincere thanks are
due to them for the faith and devotion they have shown to the
memory of one whom they admired, cherished — nay even adored
so much in life. Our thanks are also due to the education depart-
ment for sending us an efficient Principal to guide the destinies of



the college on the lines laid oat by its Revered Founder and his
great son-in-law.

An astute scholar of both English and Tamil' literatgre, a
selfless politician as seen from his st:lte-ment. mad‘e in parliament
on 20th January, 1956 on the reasons for his resngn.atlon from the
cabinet: a high souled spiritualist, Saiva Sithantha phl]ospbe.r——a true
Scion of his great ancestor Srilasri Arulparanantha Desikar, an
Educationist;- a Doctor of letters—we grieve to say who could not
live long enough to celebrate this high academic degree conferred
by the University of Ceylon in recognition of his high intellectual
achievements; with all this, he was a simple, thorough-bred gentlemen.
We shall never see his like. He has left a void which nobody
can ever fill.

Fate — * With abhorred shears” had slit his thin spun-life—
Premature. His Dreams of a University for which he laboured
night and day and clung to life remains a dream for ever.

We, every one concerned in this Memorial Number, tender
our humblest tribute to his memory—May his Soul rest in peace.

“ As killing as the canker to the rose,
Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze,
Or frost to flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear,
When first the white-thorn blows;

Such Lycidas, thy loss to shepherd’s ear.”



HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM GOPALLAWA

Governor - General

3rd January, 1966.

MESSAGE

Your Principal has requested me to send a message to the
Memorial Number of the College Magazine which is being published
in memory of the late revered and respected Senator Dr. S. Natesan.
I do so with much pleasure as I have known the late Dr. Natesan
both as a great educationist and as a leader among men for
several years.

Dr. Natesan was among the most outstanding figures in the
field of education in Ceylon in recent times. He has been a teacher,
Principal and Manager of schools for several years. His devoted
work and his simplicity rank him with the great principals of this
country's schools. As a member of the Executive Committee of
Education during the days of the State Council he had helped in
no small measure by his wise counsel to bring education within the
reach of all the children in this country, however humbly born they
may be. As a member of the National Education Commission, his
contributions to the deliberations have been much appreciated.

As a leader, Dr. Natesan always kept before him the twin
ideals of tclerance and good-will. I am confident that these ideals
will firmly take root in the minds of the pupils of Ramanathan
College to inspire them in their future life.

William golba[[awa

Governor-General



" THE HONOURABLE I. M. R. A. IRIYAGOLLA

Minister of Education

Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs,
Colombo 3., 22nd December, 1905.

My association with the late Senator Dr. S. Natesan had been
long and memorable. I am glad—-more so, as Minister of Education,
in sending this message to the Memorial Number of a great edu-
cationist.

- His contribution to the National Life of this country is not
limited to the field of Education. Equally great and impressive
had been his contribution to politics, religion and culiure. The
political life of this country had been enriched by his political conduct
as Member of Parliament, Senator and Minister. His contributions

to debates in the Parliament and the Senate had been studied
and erudite.

By his simple ways, austere being and regid religious praciice,
he had set an example to the others. Excelling as a writer and

speaker, he always left a deep impression in the minds of those
who associated with him.

It is a fitting tribute that Ramanathan College, with which
the late Donator Dr.S. Natesan had been intimately associated with

Jor a number of years, should have undertaken the publication of this

memorial number. I wish the number every success.

4, M. =K. . _(]'Li}/ago[[a

Minister of Education and Cultural Affairs



SIR C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR

Vice-Chancellor — Annamalai University

December 19, 1965.

Dear Miss Yogambigai Kanakasabai,

It affords me sincere gratification to learn that the Ramanathan
College is publishing a Memorial Number to perpetuate the memory
of the late Dr. S. Natesan.

[ have been a close friend and a co-worker of the Ilate
Sir P. Ramanathan in the cause of the spread of Hindu Culture
and I came across his daughter and Dr. S. Natesan very soon after
their wedding and I learnt, as lhe years rolled by, to recognise and
appreciate the transparent sincerily and dedicated attention to public
duty which characterised Senator Natesan who was not only a
distinguished author but a strenuous labourer in the legislative and
social spheres. I wish the Memorial Number all success.

Yours Sincerely

. P. d?ama:wami aqtyaz



HIS EXCELLENCY SRI C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

Ex-Governor General
India

19th December, 65.

Dear Principal,

Numerous friends in India join those in Ceylon

who mourn for Dr. Natesan's disappearance from the
land of the living.

one of them :

C. Rajagopalachari.



E. H. De ALWIS Esq.,

Director of IEducation

Department of Education,
Malay Street,
Colombo 2.

29th December, 1965.

A MESSAGE

[ am glad of the opportunity to send this message to the
Memorial Number of the Ramanathan College Magazine. This issue
of the College Magazine is a fitting tribute to the life and work
of the late Senator S. Natesan who spent several years of his life
as a teacher, as Principal of Parameshwara College and as
Manager of Ramanathan College.

Past students returning to Ramanathan College have always
looked at the late Senator Natesan as at a well known landmark
in a changing Ceylon. His service for ils own sake, his integrity
that would not compromise principles and his utter simplicity rank
him with the great principals of this couniry’s schools.

The late Senator has also helped to promote the well-being
of this country by the uprightness and purity of his life, the refine-
ment of his tasltes and the loftiness of his aims. In his case it
can truly be said that departing he has left behind foot prints on
the sands of time.

Ramanathan College is now a Government School. It sels
out into the next stage of its history strengthened by the past and
confident of the future. 1 have no doubt that the life and work of
the late Senator Natesan will serve as a beacon to guide the pupils
of Ramanathan College to a life as rich and Sfull and orderly as
possible so that in the years to come they may grow up in the
full realisation that they are members of an increasing whole family,
school and country.

E. H De oqfwis

Director of Education.
R



A TRIBUTE BY A. M. A. AZEEZ Esq.

2-VIVL emories of great deeds and
g PR K - Thl‘; tO"th t::::)iulmforce of personal example for
rre ntuall ade. u e forc ) ‘
stirring ebv:c’l’ﬁ;ei";;:;;‘y ej:uéftres. It enters the minds of contemporar;e.:,”vslmtb”e(si
y ; : ;
f;::dw?l; in which they see and judge reality, 1’3 passed on to posterity,
becomes a part of history and of the historian’s measure.

His death has left a unique void. Through his degd.s, words, muli niode
f life l:e had set an example to the practitioners of politics. We ought not
o -
to misunderstand the nature of that example.

vell read and interested 1in 1ideas, he was not a!z
intdlec?nf:;}lm:f:lkizz Z,)aslz'; the life of the mind. He was .indz'sputably a public
man who wunderstood politics and sought power.. To see him solely as ﬂﬁrea('?h'er
of high ideals or as a literary figure misr:as.t in the brutal world of politics
ts to miss the main force of his career. His example d.emous-traled that moral
values are relevant to politics. He knew defeat and dzsappomtment,. .but he
never knew vulgarity, panic, or despair. He was no stranger to ambition, l‘mf
he remembered that, win or lose, he had to live with himself afte.r. Electzon
Day. To the public dialogue of his time he brought intelligence, civility and

grace. We who have been his contemporaries have been companions of
greatness ",

The above is a description of the legacy of Adlai Stevenson. It is no
less true of Senator Natesan.

I first came to know him as a colleague and companion of T. B. J.
(the late Al-hajj Dr. T. B. Jayah), during the time I was a Resident Tutor of
Zahira Hostel. I so well recall the several hours spent with them both ; much
have I gained from their words and wisdom. 1 did not then fail to notice

their political consanguinity and educational comradeship. Their advocacy of
free education when it was anathema to the

in Strange contrast to many of their colleague
to give up fee levying in the collegiate institu
take me by surprise, having already known

s of the Headmaster's conference,
tions in  their charge, did not
their beliefs and views,

In later years it was my privilege to be g colleau

in the University Senate. Then I learnt to admire his sobriety and scholarship.

: : ‘ his project of a Cultural
University by the transformation of Parameshvara College, brought me close to

oas- and many are the hours we spent together in discussing this University
and subjects allied; and now I cherish Jondly the memory of his f"t'endshij)

. M. HA. Hzee:



NEVILLE D. JAYAWEERA Esq.

Government Agent, Jaffua.

21st December, 1965.

MESSAGE

The late Dr. Suppiah Natesan was an inheritor of the Cultural
heritage that Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan bequeathed to the people

of Jafina.

Mr. Natesan himself was a man of rare gifts. He was deeply
interested in Thamil Literature and Poetry and was a literary
critic in the contemporary tradition. He was also a hkeen student
of Hindu Philosophy and one of the few competent exponents of
Saiva Siddhanda. He was in addition a student of Hindu Art and
Music, and sought to foster Hindu Culture in the two seats of
learning - Ramanathan College and Parameshwara College founded
by the late Sir P. Ramanathan.

Mr. Natesan also made a wvaluable contribution to the public
life of this country as a member of the Legislature, the Senate and
as a Minister. Amidst schisms and controversies he preserved a level
and restrained atlitude of mind.

He will be remembered as a great Thamil. Perhaps, it was
in the fitness of things that during the closing years of his life that
Mr. Natesan withdrew from politics and devoted his time and
energies to what he believed would be an enduring monument - namely
a Tamil University for Jafifna. It is too early yet to say what
measure of success he achieved in this objective. If his aspirations
in this sphere are realised even inthe future then a lasting monument
to Natesan will truly have been erected.

Neoille Q. gayawuza

Government Agent,
Jaffna.



REV. XAVIER S. THANI NAYAGAM

Professor of Indian Studies
University of Malaya

29th December, 1965

While | am preparing for the Conference-Seminar of Tamil
Studies to be held in April, 1966, I cannot but recall the enthu-
siasm with which the late Mr. S. Natesan welcomed the formation
of the International Association of Tamil Research, and the idea
of a Conference-Seminar of Tamil Studies. Though he was not
absolutely certain of attending the Conference because of indifferent

health, he said that he would make every attempt to be here in
Malaya.

At the Conference where we shall have scholars from about
30 to 40 countries of the world most of whom knew and admired
Mr. Natesan, we shall miss his deep scholarship, and urbanity, and

his measured speeches in Tamil and in English. We shall certainly
feel the poorer for his absence.

fXaoiu S. gﬁani d\fayagam

Professor of Indian Studies






ILLAKKANAM RAM ASAMIPPILLAI

The scholar philosopher of Tanjore



A KNIGHT HONOURS A SCHOLAR

The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Nicholas Attygalle presented Mr. S. Natesan
to the Chancelior for the conferment of the honorary Degree of
Doctor of Literature ;

Chancellor,

In his book “A Visit to a Gnani” Edward Carpenter des-
cribes vividiy the personality and teachings of the scholar-philosopher
of Tanjore who was the spiritual precepter of two distinguished
Ceylonese brothers, Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam and Sir Pon-
nambalam Ramanathan. [t was perbaps natural that the latter
should have selected his guru’s grandson, Subbiah Natesan, a young
advocate and a graduate in Arts and Law, as a teacher in the new
schools, the Ramanathan and Parameshvara Colleges, which he
established in 1913 and 1921 in order to give a national and reli-
gious bias to the education of youth.

The venerable knight found the young teacher to be a man
after his own heart. Though his University education had been
mainly in subjects of Western learning, Mr. Natesan was deeply
versed in the traditional Eastern culture of which his grand-father
had been a renowned exponent. It was not surprising, therefore,
that he should soon have become the Private Secretary to Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan, accompanying him when he went to
England in 1930 in connection with the Donoughmore reforms and
that he should have been accepted as his son-in-law and political
heir-apparent. He was a Member of the State Council from 1934
to 1947 and a Member of the House of Representatives from 1952
to 1956. He was appointed Minister for Posts, Information and
Broadcasting in 1952 and continued in that capacity till he resigned
from the Cabinet in 1956. Last year he was appointed a Member
of the Upper House.

Mr. Natesan’s chief contributions throughout his career have
been in the sphere of education. He was Principal of Paramesh-
vara College for nearly thirty years and Manager of Paramesh-

e it



vara and Ramanathan Colleges till those schools were taken over

by the Government in 1960. He has been a member of various

bodies connected with education, such. as the Bom'd' of' lE}f{:l(:‘;).:u.)r;],
the Central Advisory Council of Education, the Eiuuml]ona esearc
Council and the Examinations Council. From_ 1934 t.') IQ47 he
was a member of the Executive Committee Qf E.-:iuc.u‘tl.on in the
State Council. which selected the Pemdeniyu' site for this Univer-
sity and prepared the Ceylon University ()rdm:»mce.‘. L'tter" he was
a member of the Special Committee on Kducation which was
associated with the introduction of the scheme of “Fr‘ee Education”
in 1947; and in 1961 and 1962 he was a member of the National
Education Commission, the recommendations of which form the
basis of the White Paper on Education that was recently sub-
mitted to Parliament. Moreover, no one can claim a longer connec.
tion with University bodies than Mr. Natesan. He has been a
Member of the University Collegze Council from 1938 to 1942, of
the Court from 1942 to the present day, of the Senate since 1946
and of the Faculty of Oriental Studies since 1952

If Mr. Natesan’s vocation has been education, his avocations
have lain in the fields of literature, philosophy and history. He
is recognised in Ceylon and in India to "he a scholar of out-
standing renown in Tamil and Hinduism. He has had the rare
distinction of presiding over the Golden Jubiles Celebrations both
of the Madura Tamil Sangam, the premier Tamil
India, and of the Sziva Siddhanta Maha Samajam, the premier
Saiva religious organisation in India. He was » r;xemher o\; the
Executive Committee of the association which published the “Tamil
Enqyclopaedia", to which he contributed saveral articles. Oun the
Invitation of the University of Madras he inaugurated theéﬁr i
Lectures on Tamil Literature and he has been invited ;) ndmmz}
learned institutions to deliver lectures on the Saiva Siéi(ih- %‘Sevhe.[l'a
sophy, which he is acknowledged to he one of the greatest ’<1n }‘: A
Bis “Sakuntalai Venba”, His narrative posm in YT.eL -ldu[ s
hailed by an enthusiastic reviewer as “a poes f aml.. has-been
and at the special function at Annamalai [)Tr . ae(?thetxc de:hght”,
work was released to the public Sir C. P R:r]r:,erﬁl.ty - “.,mch the
cribed it as combiming “some of the bBSt.qq %o v A?yer des-

aspects of Tami) poetry

Academy in
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with the sonorousness and suggestiveness of Sanskrit poetry.” He
is also a memberof the Editorial Board of “The University History
of Ceylon,” to wheh he has contributed some chapters dealing

with Tamil history and literature.

He has had long connections with the Jaffna Oriental Studies
Society and the North Ceylon Oriental Music Society and with
the Jaffna Kala Nilayam the Society for the Promotion of Tamil
Culture, of which he was President for nearly a quarter of a
century. Nearly thirty years ago he established a College for the
training of Tamil Pundits and recently he has organised advanced
courses in Carnatic Music at Ramanathan College. He is also a
dignified and graceful speaker in both English and Tamil. The
wide variety of his activities shows that he embodies in his person
that rare combination of worldly and other-worldly wisdom of
which King Janaka of Mithila was the besg example.

"

Chancellor, it is my privilege to présent to you Subbiah
Natesan, scholar and statesman, for the coaferm:at upoa him of
the degree of Doctor of letters honories causa.

He attaineth peace unto whom all desires flow as
rivers flow into the ocean, which is filled with water, but
remaineth unmoved — not he who desireth desires.

— Bagavad Gila.
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OASIS IN A CULTURAL DESERT

ADVOCATE.

NATESAN - AN

G. R- KANAGANAYAGAM EsSQR.,

:ah Natesapillai B. A, B. L. was a
p decades ago Subbia

0\‘731 t{s;eral-amesh\vaxvzm College for boys fon;}nded b}trh.one fOf
1 1o<; illustrious sons of Sri Lan'ku, Sn'. 1]D ,ar;])'an{: O::l’ t}?r
o Il'ti;lg a secular education but with special emp TS s The
l,mpall dge an‘d practice of the tenet of Sana'ta.na D]ayma.. (he
I\DOWde ohad great plans that in the fullness of time .r,he institution
fou::lderdevelop into a great seat of learning wherein there would
l\;veo faculties for the different branches of knowledge hthr,ev\z’u't: and
the sciences and the philosophies of the East and the est.

teacher

Sir P. Ramanathan passed away in thf) year 1930 'and l'ns
work was carried on by Lady Ramanathaun in collaboration with
her son-in-Jaw S. Natesan. When Lady Ramannthan departed from
this world in the year 1953, it was left to Mr. and Mrs. N.atesan
to carry on the work of the education of the boys and girls of
Jaffna in the Parameshvara and Ramanathan Colleges. Both of them
have passed away.

In the footsteps of the Master, his disciple Natesan strove
hard to keep aloft the torch of learning and culture but he passed
away a disappointed man. The University that was to be is yet
in the womb of the future. The great dream still remains a dream.

Do the Tamil public of Ceylon and the Government of this
country remember with gratitude the great contribution made by
Sir P. Ramanathan and S. Natesan? The two colleges were never
meant to be two ordinary state schools. Is not our duty to work
for and achieve the great ideal for the establishment of a University
for which these two great men dedicated their lives ?

It is not possible here to give a full picture of the life and
work of Natesan. His personality was not one which any one
who came into contact with him could easily forgat. He was not
of the ordinary run of men. His learning, his humility, his
composure, his restrained public utterances, his knowledan of the
Tar?xil (?lassics, his learned contrubutions 1o the Ceylon and Madras
University Publications on history, langunage and culture, his poem

-l



Sakuntala Venpa, his speeches in Parliament aund in public plat-
forms, his simple life, his dedication to the ideals set down by
Sir P. Ramanathan, his consistent desire inspite of obstacles and
opposition to achieve the same ideals—all these qualities and the
attainments have seldom been seen in a man of this generation.
He was a man in a million.

I bad the privilege of having known him for many years
and my humble tribute to his memory, however inadequate, I hope

will inspire the youth of this country to dedicate themselves to
the Great Cause.

OM SHANTI OM.

He whose mind is free from anxiety amid pains, indifferent
amid pleasure, loosed from passion, fear and anger, is called a sage
of stable mind.

— Bagavad Gita.



SRI NATESAN — THE GREAT INVISIBLE SETU

Sr1 T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAN, VICE-CHANCELLOR, MADURAI UNIVERSITY,
r1 T. P. ME

The demise of Sri Natesan is a great lpss both to.Ceylon
and India. He represented as it were the bndge.cof“}ef‘»tmg the
great cultures of India and Ceylon—the great invisible Setu.
He was a steadying influence in Ceylon and it was very nnfprhunate
that Nature took him away before the estab!lshment of p.erfect
communal harmony in that great island, for which he had dedicated

his life.

Even before he was born, Providence was working for his
future alliance with Ceylon—an alliance physical, mental, mora!,
political and spiritual That great leader of Coylon cultre, Sir
P. Ramanathan came under the influence of a great seer and sage
of Tanjore, the grand father of Sri Natesan and the spiritual Guru
of Sir P. Ramanathan. This is only a manifestation of the deeper
basis of the spiritual and moral culture of both the lands. The
marriage of Sri Natesan to the beloved daughter of Sir P. Rama-
nathan was thus only a further manifestation on the mental and
physical plane. Sir P. Ramanathan came as the spiritual disciple
and Sri Natesan went as the married son-in-law. He became the
Principal of the Paramesvara College which everybody hoped
would become a Nalanda of Ceylon, preserving the ancient spirtual
culture in the midst of the progress and development of modern
civilisation. Under the great influence of Lady and Sir P. Rama-
nathan he imbibed not only the idiom of Ceylon but also its cultural
atmosphere wherein Sri Natesan propably saw only his own Indian
culture, appearing with a new glow, thanks to the peculiar
environment of the island. He was a scholar and a philosopher

and even he came into politics to serve as a Minister and a
Senator he did not lose his calm and serenity.

: One should not, however, forget his services to the universal
Tamil culture in gensral and to the Colleges founded by Sir
P. Ramanathan in particular. His research papers like the one
on the age of Manikkavacakar, which he contributed to the Centenary
annals hf his alma mater, the Madras University, and the Sornammal



endowment lectures which he delivered in the same University at
the instance of the late lamented Prof- R. P. Sethu Pillai on Tirukkural,
bear witness to his scholarship. No wonder other gavants
appealed to him to introduce their works to the learned world
through his scholarly prefaces.

All these equipments finally took the form of creative poetry.
His Sakuntalai venpa is the final fruition of his culture, the crowning
glory of his life and at the same time the final will and testament
to the future culture of the world, expressed in the loving idiom
of his mother tongue. The story is what Kalidasa has made popular
all over the world But Sri Natesan chose to write it, following
the bard of Tamil land Pukalenti. He chose the Very same verse
which Pukalenti himself chose because that motre is nearer {o the
idiom of the speech of the later times. In this Sri Natesan has
shown not only his democratic spirit but also the concern for the
common man exhibited by the mystics and Siddhas of his culture,
It is modern in its form and outlook, but the basic inspiration
manifesting itself through various phrases and metaphors which
appealed to him in his studies which he nourished in his heart
and which he aptly use: here and there, comes from the eternal
source of Tamil poetry of all the ages.

May his memory live long along with his “Sakuntalai venpa.”

When thy mind, bewildered by the scriptures, shall stand
immovable, fixed in contemplation, then shalt thou attain unto yoga.
— Bagavad Gita.
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AN EMBLEM OF TAMIL CULTURE

(BY ARUL TYAGARAJAH)

The late Dr. Senater S. Nateson was a man of many parts.
He has served this country in various capacities viz: as a member
of the defunct State Council; member of Parliament; Minister of
State, and also as a member of the Senate. But he will be best
rememberd by the posterity for his contribution to Tamil culture
and Saiva Religion.

He has peen steeped in the Tamil Classics, Saiva Shastras,
the devotional hymns of the Saiva Saints, English literature and
in the works of the great Sanskrit poet, Mahakavi Kalidasa. He
had an abiding interest in Tamil Music, Dance, Drama, Sculpture,
Architecture,, and ail forms of fine arts. His interest in the history
of the Tamilians is well known by the contribution he has made
to several esteemed journals of Ceylon and South India Mr. Natesan
has helped the growth and development of the Jaffna Oriental
Studies Society, which has produced several pundits in this land.
As the president of the Jaffna KALA NILAYAM (this is now
defunct) he had been responsible for inviting several scholars of
repute-with the active collaboration of the late Kalaipulavar
K. Navaratnam - to deliver lectures on cultural, religious, historical,
literary, musical and scientific subjects.

The Tamil Festival that took place at the Parameshvara
College, Jaffna in the year 1951, will go down into histery as
an event of very great importance. Scholars of this land, of Tamil
Nad and even from North India came all the way to Jaffna to
participate in this festival. Mr. Natesan along with the late Mr.
K. Kanagaratnam, former M. P., for Vaddukkoddai had in no small
measure contributed to the resounding success of this festival.

The Vivekananda Society of Colobmo, has been rendering
valuable service for the past sixty years or so. Its contribution
to Tamil Culture and Saiva Religion does not require enumeration.
Mr. Natesan has adorned the chair of the President of this society
for several years giving valuable advice whenever necessary. It is



into intimate contact w.ith hi.m, and worked a.lc?ng
here that Icame ]ﬂ’i o-bearer of this society in Se'evera_l capacities,
with hi.m st Otac Maha Samajam of Madras is doing a service
i Sa}va S]ddhagl-arable with that of the Foreign and British
";‘th Sl?ci(c::\lry ?I‘Oheplate lamented Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan,
1bie ( ;
had the h(.)nom‘h-otl;r lt)(;,())skdpl;me at Chidambaram in the year 1905,
e :tred the glory of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan
i Na'_(:;’{ﬂl; I(‘)ev‘:r the golden Jubilee of this Saiva Siddh;mm-s \ma-
?fmp:l(:‘t ':(:ok place again at Chidambaram in December 1955.

The psalms of the Siiva S-u:nrs appealed» tf’ the hvarr" of
Mr. Natesan. He used to listen with rapt attention and .,,heat
devotion to the rendering of the Devara hymns by the children
of Ramanathan College, of which he was the manager f<.)r. sSOme
years. Whatever may be his pre-occupation, he never failed to

perform his daily Shiva-Pujir. He has expressed the desire that.

a true Saivaite should try his best to perform Shiva - Puja.

FHe was a Connoisseur of fine arts and intensely liked music,
dance, and drama. In December 1951, he presided over the ninth
Tamil Annual Music Festival organised by the Tamil Tsai Sangam
founded by the late Dr. Rajah - Sir Annamalai Chettiar  In his presi-
dential address” Mr. Natesan referred to the pre-eminent place which
music occupied in the Tamil Nad and said that Tamil music reachsd
its climax in the age that followed the composition of Thevaram,
Thiruvasagam and Dhivya Prabandham.

The following excerpts
from his presidential address

are worth re-iterating :-

“We can get glimpses of the
music occupied in the Tamil couatry 2,00
of Sangam classics. In those works, there are innumerable re-
fergnces 0 music and musicians In this varions Sangam Antho-
logies, we find picturesque descriptions of ministrels and bards as
wgll as Actors. and actresses resorting to the Courts of Tamil
‘I‘{g}f;s anfi Chlef)t’ains.and receiving their lavish hospitality. In

Hapathikaram ” which enshrines Tamil culture in its three fold

aspects of l.1terature, music and drama, we find music constituting
the predominant teature of Tamil civilisation.

pre-eminent place which
0 years ago from the study
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«When Thirugnana Sambandhar sings his hymns with cymbals
in hand and Thiruneelakanda Yazphanar plays on the harp accom-
panying him, music and religion becamo intertwined. There is no
parallel to this age of Bakthi in the whole range of Tamil history.
The religious impetus derivad from this age has lasted for centuries.
The religious hymns of this period created a new renaissance and
its musical echoes reverberated in the cities and villages of the
Tamil Nad. For over a thousand vears these religious hymns have
been sung in this country, according to the original Panns or
tunes.” In this connecticn, 1 would add, that Professor P. Simba-
moorthy, a former head of the Department of music of the Madras
University in a broadcast talk about Pauns over the Radio Ceylon
in December 1965 said among other things:-

“epgan geoownaeldy Csaumrl ufamser GaTenmEsMGF FoTrsTiD
Qganod @geaniseamd ur LUlE eubzamwi@d Gaauast srourbp
UG eubzer. peuniaer Fphs usHotmserieu  Suiser b IPYE
Gatevi Gaauny Gevgeowd Siow saumg LTQeNRZET. 65T g) LONHHNV
Gaiigmé Gaew usmd CrfEd ey vwbzatser. @asTremsSE)D
aafseler Gens Uimgarerg ey BFFuwomid s peomd ”

The above observation of the Professor of Music corrobo-
rates the statement made by Mr. Natesan in regard to Devara
hymns and Panns.

Mr. Natesan has been honoured by the Dharmapura Athee-
nam and Tirupanandal Atheenam for his erudite scholarship and
interest in Saivaism. The University of Ceylon recognised his
literary talents and conferred on him the Honary Degrea of
D. Litt. Mr Natesan was a great votary of Sri Yoga Sivamigal -
the beacon light of Jaffna - and remembered him during his prayers.

Mr Natesan' s vast knowledge, winning manners, unfailing
courtesy, and uffectionate welcome, will always remain green in
the minds of those who came into intimate contact with him. Men
of letters will always cherish his memory.

May his soul rest in peace.



TRENDS IN MODERN TAMIL POETRY

DR. M. RAJAMANIKKAM Reader in Tamil, University of Madras.
R. M. R/ :

“The Sangam Period (B. v R B to A. D. 300)

The beginnings of Tamil poetry go far back it.]tO antiguity
and the Tolkappiyam is the oldest extant grammar in Tamil of
the Sanogam age whose lower limit may be roughly placed at
about 300 A.D. A separate chapter is devoted to p1‘<730qy and
the author, Tolkappiyar speaks mainly of about four kinds of
metres - namely venpa, akavarpa, kalippa and vancippa. The poets
of the Sangam age used these metres to compose their verses on
Agam and Puram. Agam means the domestic life and Puram
Dharma, Artha and Moksha. There were about 550 poets in the
Sangam age most of whom composed verses mainly on the in-
cidents of domestic life and the Thirukkural that speaks of Dharma,
Artha, Dharma and incidentally or better impliedly on Moksha
contains 1330 couplets in venpa. The great Kavyas Silappadikaram
and Manimekalai were composed in the akaval metre. In the
Sangam age the Mahabharata a was also translated in the akaval

metre and the Kalittogai, one of the eight anthologies
verses composed only in the kali metre.

The Medieval Period (A. D. 300—1900)

After the Sangam age the Tamilians had much contact with
the portherners who seem to have come and settled down in the
Ta.mll country in large numbers. They were the Buddhists, the
Jains, and the Vedic Brahmans. Some of their religious ideas,
Yvords am.i metres like vrttam, tandakam and sandam entered
into Tamil and we find these new metres in the religious liter-
atm"e of the Nayanmars and the Alwars. Kalamlnz'un is a
variety of.Prabandha literature which contains all ki;ld'; of verses
con;p'ose.jd md all metres. The Bharani works such as K\alingattu-
ﬁ:o\?m, a.nT' "I.‘f).k.kay‘aga-p-param were written in a different metre
t! n as lalisai The new metre vrttam came to be utilised :

16 best suited for narrative Kavyas as an ‘ s }ltl g
feet (&7 san) could be added in a 1i e e
ine and the poets of the medieval

contains
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period utilised this vrttam metre for their Kavyas like Culamani
and Cintamani. All the Puranas in Tamil are in this metre and
Kamban. the famous kavi-c-chakrawarti, was so facile in its
use that his name became a byword for vrttam. Puglendippula-
var of the thirteenth century took to the venpa metre for his
Nalavenpa.

Saint Arunagirinathar of the fifteenth century composed
many verses with a uniform rhythmic movement which are known
as cantappadalkal and he was the first poet to have his entire
book in the candam metre. Annamalai Reddiyar of the 17th
century was an expert in Kawadi-c-cindu a new type of musical
composition. Saint Tayumanavar of the eighteenth century utilised
the vrttam, kanni and such other metres. The Kanni is of two
lines often set to music and sung without pallavi and anupallavi.
Saint Ramalingar of the nineteenth century has to his credit more
than six thousand verses in different kinds of metres like vrttam,
venpa, and some of his compositions are found in Kirtanai, a
kind of musical composition. Arunachala-k-kavirayar and Gopala-
krishna Bbharatiyar of the last century have given us their com-
positions in the Kirtana type. Ramanuja Navalar of Pondicherry
who lived in the last century composed five verses known as
Panchakam on God Varadaraja. Some of the poets of the 17th,
18th & 19th centuries composed in the new kind of composition
known as Cittu-k-kavi (epistle or letter in verse) suited for matter
of fact business transactions.

The Twentieth Century

The twentieth century is the period of literary renaissance
in Tamil literature. English education, wide knowledge of the
world and the countrywide struggle for independence made people
more patriotically minded and love their own mother tongue
trying to reform the nation in every walk of life. The outlook
of people began to broaden in religious matters and the country
was getting more and more industrialised. Tamil scholars well
versed in English began to translate stray verses as well as
lengthy lyrics from English into Tamil. Sri V. G. Suriyanarayana
Sastriyar translated a number of sonnets of fourteen lines and
Sri V. P. Subramaniya Mudaliyar rendered Milton’s Paradise Lost

.



the story of Ahalya in venpa,
into the Akaval metre.m H)Z :dlsc; Vl‘\’;“]’[t:mani.k-kovai on Lord Muruga
Swami Ved?.chalar'rll‘hio isp <o called for this reason, that it containg
°f. Tiruvorrlyu_l‘- Ak;vﬂl venpa and Kalit-turai metres ea_ch one
thlrty.verses mt,her ser%a]ly like a chain in the aptatl-t-t.odai
following thﬁdoof 0 e belog: taken again as the first of the
(ft};]e l?xs)t ‘Zz:se). Mahavidvan Sri R Ragbava Ayyangar wrote the
l?feoz’vf fg’ari one of the famous vallals (i. e. benefactors) of the

Sangam age in the venpa metre.

The renowned Subramanya Bharati has to his. c-redit many
poetical compositions on the national movement, .rehgxgn, social
reform and Tamil language and literature. He: like his pl'cdHC.g-
ssors composed his verses in various forms like the Kirtanai,
ananda-k-kalippu, Kanni, Panchakam, Cintu, Pullu-p-pattu Dasangam
and Cittu-k-kavi. His Kannan-pattu and Kuyil-pattu are in the
Akaval metre and his Panchali Sabadam is a small Kavya.

Poet Bharati's songs, intended for the general public, are-
in a simple style with well-known homely words. His songs on
Indian industries, education and uplift of women and social reforms
have a gripping appeal on their readers while his songs on the
national movement gave a wounderful stimulus to the Tamil people
when they were fighting for the freedom of the country. Besides,
his verses on the greatness of the Tamil language and literature
made the Tamils all over to love their language all the more.

Bharatidasan, the disciple of the famous

the footsteps of his master, took special interest in social reforms
such as removal of caste differences

Babitic ; and widow marriages-
mphasising his own love of Tamil he wrote his verses in akaval,.
vritam and cantam.

Bharati, following

nursery rhymes for ohi e highly appreciated and his
the cycle, the zoo0, the cal
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Namakkal Kavinar Sri Ramalingam Pillai is also famous
for his national songs. Written in simple style his musical com--
positions on the greatness of Tamil and his Kavya ‘Avanum
Avalum’ have won universal acclaim.

Many are the poems of poet Suddhananda Bharati and his
Kirttanais and other musical compositions are of a high order.
His great Kavya *Parasakti Maha Kavya’ containing verses in
different metres is really praiseworthy. His drama ‘Kala-t-ter”
is completely in verse and his translation of the famous *Inferno’
(under world) of the famous Italian poet Dante is much appreciated.

Next comes Mudiyarasan of Karai-k-kudi, a vidwan of the
Madras University whose compositions on nature, Tamil and
social reform are of high merit. His Kavya entitled ‘Punkodi’
released just six months ago is modelled after Manimekalai, the
great Tamil Kavya, in akaval form and subject <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>