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REAL EDUCATION

Sri Swami Sivananda Saraswati,

OUR present day schools and

colleges give a secular education.
There is neither ethical discipline
nor spiritual instruction.  The
students have no high spiritual
ideals of life. They learn something
in order to eke out their livelihood.
This is indeed very sad.

Owing to the influence of dark,
antagonistic, materialistic forces
most of the students of the present
day turn out to be spiritual ban-
krupts in the end. There is no
moral culture in them. They have
no understanding of the principles
of Brahmacharya and right living.
Hence they suffer much when they
come out to face the battle of life.

Our students have become
creatures of vile imitation. They
have imitated the West in smoking,
in the wearing of trousers, hats,
boots, collars, and neck-ties, in hair-
dressing ete. But they have not
imbibed the various qualities, such
as self-sacrifice, patriotism, spirit
of service, punctuality, perseverance,
tolerance, and erudition that are
admirable characteristic features of
the Westerner.

Taking a degree in the univer-
sity is not real culture. What is
wanted is moral culture, ethical
culture, knowledge of the selif,
refinement of our human nature,
good behaviour, refined manners,
discipline of the ‘indriyas’, control
of the mind and cultivation of
divine virtues. This rare discipline
cannot be had in the present day
universities .A drastic change in the
curriculum of the universities is
needed. Books that are best calcula-
ted to give moral culture should be
introduced. Students should have

proper ethical training. Then only
can a university turn out students-
with a proper education and
culture.

The students of to-day are the
future leaders of the country. They
are the wealth of the state. They
are the most valuable assets of the
pation. They must be allowed to-
develop their latent or dormant
faculties through proper education
and culture, If they are endowed
with sterling qualities of head and
heart, they will shine as luminaries.
in this world.

Spiritual culture is a sine qua
non of national regeneration. The
goal of life is self-realization.
Spiritual culture alone can develop
the will-force and make people
unselfish  fearless and courageous,
and remove the lower ‘vrittis’ of the
mind. Only those who are unselfish
can really serve the country, work
in the terms of unity and have
real cosmic love for all.

Education should teach pupils to
love God and every creature of the
world. Education should instruct
the student to be truthful, moral,
fearless, humble and merciful.
Education should teach students to
practise right conduct, right thin-
king, right living, right action and
self-sacrifice and to attain the
knowledge of the self.

Education aims at cultivating
good ideas and expressing them in
a beautitul, intelligible manner
after clarifying them with a scieatific
or mathematical accuracy. The real
work of all universities must be to
unite man  with man. The main
purpose of education must:be to
make a real man with all divine
attributes.
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Education must be best calculated
to promote plain living and high
thinking. Each student must be
taught that his first and foremost
duty is to serve humanity and
cultivate universal brotherhood.

Educate your eyes to see God in
all faces, to behold the unity of self
in all beings. Educate your ears to
hear the lofty teachings of the
scriptures and hymns and prayers.
Educate your tongue to sing the
praise of the Lord and fo utter
pleasant, loving and truthful words.
Educate your hands te serve the
needy, help the poor, nurse the sick
and to. do charity, Educate your
mind to be always cheerful and
calm and to think of the immortal
soul. This is indeed real education.
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Dear Prem! Study diligently.
Apply yourself tenaciously. Behave
politely. Obey implicitly. Pray
whole-heartedly. Speak sweetly.
Stick resolutely to the Truth. Think
usefully. Act righteously. Endure
courageously. Persevere patiently.
March boldly. God be with you!
Peace be with you!

May you all be endowed with a
true knowledge of real education!
May the universities, schools, and
colleges become dynamic centres
of real education! May the heads
of educational institutions possess
a rtight wunderstanding and ftroe
knowledge to guide students in the
right path! May you all enjoy the
supreme peace of the Eternal !
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