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Principal thinks aloud - . .

W¢ dedicate this year our College
magazine to the treasured memory of
our ‘“‘magister magistorum’’ Mr. S: H.
Perinbanayagam. The demise of Mr. Handy
Perinbanayagam, emeritus Principal of
Kokuvil Hindu College, is a great loss

not only to the Tamil Community but
to Sri Lanka also.

He  was a Philosopher, Statesman,
Educationist and more than all these a
lovable and humane personality. After
serving Jaffna College for more than
two decades, he came to us, with a
wide experience of men and matters,
moral probity and intellectual acumens
The ten years of his tenure at Kokuvil
Hindu College may be said to make the
““Golden Age’’ of the institution. A
majestic three - storeyed block arose due
to his indefatigable efforts. He crossed
the ocean and went to Malaysia to collect
funds for this magnificent project. Where
ever he went, his name was a magic
wand to conjure with. Dollars were collec-
ted there with lightening rapidity. He
returned home a victor. The College made
rapid progress in all activities - educational,
sports and cultural. Students in large
numbers were admitted to the various
faculties of the Ceylon University during
his period. The fame of the Institution
bearing the unmistakable stamp of his
excellence began to spread all over the
island. One morning, when I came to
College, 1 heard the dismal tidings of
his passing away. It was like a thunder
bolt from the clear blue above. The
bearer of the news was our Principal
emeritus Mr. C. K. Kandaswamy, a
trusted second - in - command when Mr,

Handy Perinbanayagam was at the helm.
Immediately I summoned the staff and
students to an assembly and a memorial
meeting was held. Amongst the speakers
on that occasion including myself were
Mr. C. K. Kandasamy, Mr. C. Palani-
thurai and Mrs. R. Sathasivam. That
day was declared a holiday. Later the
O. S. A organised a public meeting
addressed by emineént men who were his
colleagues. No doubt Mr. Handy Perinba-
nayagam was ailing for some. time, but
we never expected that the end would
come so soon. May his soul rest in peace
at the sacred feet of Lord Shiva.

EDUCATIONAL CHANGES.

With the assumption of power by
the new Government, certain changes in
the right direction have been introduced.
The “ N. €. G. E. and” B2 N-E B
are no more. [ may parody the proverb.
‘ The old order changeth yielding place
to the new.’” thus “the new order changeth
yielding place to the old’’. G.C. E.
(O/L) and G. C. E. (A/L) are with us
again. The old N. C. G. E Exam. and

H. N. C. E. were not _recognised as
passport to places in foreign universites.

Hence our students were at a disadvan-
tage. The good points of the N. C. G E.
and H. N. C. E. are retained.. Though
prevocational subjects are not compulsory,
yet every student .is required to study
one of the Technical subjects mentioned
in the circular. Formerly prevocationa]
subjects to be studied were
unneccessarily lengthy and cumbersome.
Instead of two prevocational subjects, the
students are now required to offer ane.
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The Education Department has now off efed
an interim syllabus for two years, during
the transitional period and from 1980
onwards the new G. C. E. (O/L) and
G. C. E. (A/L) Exams are to be held.
Another innovation is the introduction
of the G.C. E. (A/L) London. This is
a step in the right direction. ' We hope
that students who pass the G. C. E. (A/L)
London Exams will be allowed to sit
for the London Degree Exams also.

BEYOND THE VEIIT—.

The deaths of two distinguished old
. boys in the year under review, Messers
Sangarasivam and K. Arumugamthamby,
leave a void which is hard to fill. Mr.
Sangarasivam was a Vice-President of
the O. S. A. and did yeoman service
in the collection of funds for the expan-
sion of the College. His help in the
progress of the College was very great.
We convey to his wife and children our
condolences. Mr. K. Arumugamthamby was
another distingushed old boy who rose
to a very high position in the Govern-
ment Railway Dgpartment. He was always
interested in the welfare of the College,
identifiying himself with all its activities.
He was of great help to us in collections
of funds in Colombo, for the welfare
of the College. We convey our condo-
. lences to his widow.

DISCIPLINE.

Discipline is one of the difficult
problems in schools. The general trend
of indiscipline among students is world
wide. The generation gap is always there.

Sense of values have changed. We wist-
fully look back on our student days
when discipline and morality went together
in all departments of life. Schools alone
cannot maintain orderliness among the
students population, if the parents and
the community do not co-operate. ‘But
it cannot be denied that schools have a
great role to play® in instilling into
students a sense of responsiblity. Private
tutories are growing like mushrooms and
student are flocking in their thousands
to patronise them. Have schools failed
in their duty to perform the tasks
assigned to them? This is a serious
question to ponder. Various reasons are
assigned for this new phenomenen.
Competition among students to enter the
University is very great. The survival of
the fittest is the order of the day. In
this rat-race for survival, many a student
is frustrated and becomes a nervous and
moral wreck. We, as educators must
strain every effort to stem this unhealthy
tide. The much debated question of
standardisation is agitating the minds of
parents and students. It is a happy augury
for the future, that the Government has made
up its mind to give up the system of
standardisation. It would be ideal if all
students who qualify in the University
Entrance Exam. are admitted. Univeristies
and affiliated Colleges should be esta-
blished district-wise, to cater to the ever
increasing educational wants of the students.

COMPLETION OF THE THREE-
STOREYED BLOCK,

The foundation stone for the Eastern
Block was laid in 1971, during the
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sewardship of Mr. C. K. Kandaswamy,
Principal Emeritus. He was succeeded by
MF. P. S. Cumaraswamy, the present
Principal of Jaffna Hindu College during
_whosc regime some progress was made
in the building of the ground floor and it
was partially plated. I convey my sincerest
thanks to the above mentioned two past
principals for the services that they have
rcr.ndercd. When I assumed duties as
Principal in 1972, all efforts were taken
to continue with the work in hand. In
this connection the P. T. A., the O. S. A.
(Jaffna & Colombo), present students and
well - wishers  helped greatly in raising

funds. Concerts, raffles and house-to-
house collections were organised, realising
a sum of nearly 3 lakhs. About a lakh
and a quarter of rupees were assigned
to us by the then Political Authority for

Jaffna, Mr. C. Arulampalam.

I would be failing in my duty if
I do not mention the ' name of Mr.
T. Panchadcharamoorthy (Inland Revenue
Department), an Old Boy of the College,
who helped us a great deal in the
collection of funds for our three-

storeyed Block. o
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Kokuvil’s Golden Era

Much has already been writt'en. and
spoken about our Jate reyercd Principal.
Eminent persons in various w.alk_s of
life, judges, lawyers, profe§sors, principals,
journalists and trade unionists have touched
on almost all the _aspects of his colourful
. Jife. To us at Kokuvil Hindu, every
pillar, post and promenade here, reminds
us.of him, and his spirit inspires us in
the noble calling to which he dedicated
himself.

The events of 1949 are still fresh
in our memory. The school had just
then been upgraded, and plans for a
bright future were being prepared. But
the cruel hands of fate snatched away
its then leader, Mr. V. Nagalingam. Though
the then Deputy Principal was eminently
qualified to step into the shoes, he
declined the offer, and preferred to work
with someone else, capable cof giving
the school a better leadership. He and

the fine- band of teachers on the staff -

were on the look out and their search
was rewarded. Mr. Handy Perinpanayagam,
a great educationist, a social reformer
and a national leader was persuaded to
take up the reins. The school and the
school community with their characteristic
enthusiasm soon exploited the fund of
_popularity and goodwill, “which he had
already gained in the country, and the
school grew to its great heights.

Within a few months of  Mr.
Handy’s arrival, arrangements were made
"to <launch a massive fund-raising
campaign. The Carnival, ‘Linga Lights’,
named after the late Principal, was
a very grand show. Who else but

Handy could have given it such an
unpararallelled greatness? His contacts in
the country and abroad were utilized
to the full. He succeeded in inviting
distinguished men from all over the
country as chief guests. Popular film-
stars of that time came from
South India to give performances. Crowds
came to see N. S. Krishnan, Shivaji
Ganeshan and a lot of ‘others of equal
fame. Within a short time Mr. Handy
had given our school quite a lot of
popularity. ~ Besides, the school also
collected a large sum of money to tide
over its financial commitments.

Kokuvil was almost a non - entity,
till Mr. Handy came in. It was looked
upon as a small suburban school, playing
a minor role. Under Handy, a number
of steps were taken to raise it to the
level of a big school. University Entrance
classes became active, and at the Entrance
Examination held in 1951, a number of
students qualified and their results were
good. Meanwhile the teachers already in
the school and recently recruited gave off
their best. It was a pleasure to work
and study in an institutign administered
by people of Mr. Handy’s calibre. He
was a democratic administrator. He
knew everyone well.
a distance and . was satisfied that everything
went on smoothly. He always appealed
to the good-sense of the students and
teachers. Everything done in the school
was fully discussed, and everyone was
taken into confidence. No one felt
ignored and cold - shouldered. No wonder,
t.hcn, that the. school progressed well, giving
immense satisfaction to all.

e B
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We had a number of important
functions at school during Handy’s days.
Whenever a distinguished person visited
Jaffna either from the South or from
South - India, he was sure to visit
Kokuvil. The visitors themselves were
happy to spend some time in the company

of such a great personality as Handy.
Dr. Malala Sekera, Dr. N. M.
Perera, Mr. Wilmot Perera, Sif
Clawde Correa and a number of

others visited the school. When the then
Prime Minister, Sir John Kotelawela, paid
a state visit to Jaffna, he too was
invited to our school. The invitation was
accepted and arrangements were made to
give him a great reception. Vandals were
at work. They set fire to a number of

school sheds, but neither Handy nor the

feachers were much upset. The reception
was held as arranged. The Prime Minister
and almost the entire cabinet were there.
Mr. Handy delivered a historic speech.
With his usual clarity and forcefulness,
he convinced the Prime Minister, that
parity of status was the best solution to
the language problem of the country.
The Prime Minister  promised to
make the necessary arrangements to
implement the suggestion. The news was
flashed in all the newspapers and Kokuvil
Hindu was again in the news.

Soon another massive under-taking
awaited Handy. All the cadjan sheds
burnt down by the vandals, had to be
erected again. It was decided at a
meeting of the well- wishers ‘of the school,
to launch on another fund-raising campaign.
Mr, Handy and Mr. C. K. Kanthasami,

*a piece of

the Deputy Principal, went to Singapore
and Malaysia. They brought in a sizeable

amount of money. It was decided to

put up a three - storeyed building. As

more money was required, Mr. Handy went

round the country, visited the old boys, well-

wishers and philanthropists and persuaded

them to subscribe liberally. One three-

storeyed structure came up. He even
persuaded a local philanthropist to purchase
land for the school. So
when he retired in 1960, the school was
in a position to compete with the best
of schools in the island. The imposing
buildings, an efficient and experienced
principal, a group of competent and
dedicated teachers and above all a very
close and intimate relationship with the
school community were bequeathed to the
school. No other school could have been
so fortunate.

The decade of benign administration
under Handy, is surely the golden era
in the history of our school. He gave to
the school all his best. The school community
liked him. He lived at Kokuvil and

mixed with the people there. He was a
philosopher and guide to all, studentss
teachers and even parents. It was a

pleasure to talk to him and be with him.
When he retired all were sad, but he
left the school in the safe hands of his
Deputy and thereafter kept away, and
watched the school’s progress from a
distance with great satisfaction. He was
a principal of a rare calibre. His death
is a great loss to wus all and to the
cause of education. _ -]

Mrs. B. Kanthapillai
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Homage to a Grand Old Educationalist

¢ HANDV MASTER’® as he

js popularly and lovingly known

§s no more. But his deeds and all

what he stood for - forthrightness,

discipline, and righteousness will

live on forever in the memories

of numerous parents, pupils, well=
withers and lastly Kokuti'i‘es who
came to know Lim, admire and
adore Lim and almost worship him
as the “GRAND OLD MASTER”,
the ‘‘GREAT EDUCATIONALTIST"
who raised the status of the in-
stitution “KOKUVII, HINDU" to
its present proud position amongst
other Educational Institutions in
the Peninsula. He was an indefa-
tigable man who did not faulter
or easly take *“NO’’ for an answer
for above him the great and omni-
- potent One had decreed that he
should move amongst his sheep
and lead them to the promised
land - the land where men and
women who waited at his feet of
learning could shine as disciplined
men and women of the morrow.
He was the Messiah sent down to
lead everyone into the golden light
of knowledge, which he admirably
did till his dying day. This message
was 1mbibed in him so much
that Taln or shine was immateria]
0 achieving his goal - the uplifte

ment of the Institution which .hc
had taken charge of expandfng
its educational portals, its playing
fields, and lastly the buildings
to house the numerous young who
kept knocking at its doors fr?m
Kokuvil , and all the adjoining
villages and ‘‘Handy Master’’ could
not bear the pain of saying
«No” but went ahead to provide
the wherewithals to appease. their
thirst to learn at his feet and in
his immediate precincts. Kokuvil
grew and grew under his benign
care and towering fnfluence and
the teachers, devoted as they
were, parents, well wishers and old
boys alike responded magnificiently
to his sharp and serene call to
work unreservedly and unselfishly
for» the cause of Kokuvil. As a
sentinel he watched. It indeed did
succeed. : :

I, for one, although would
have prayed for such an opportunity,

did not sit under the feet of this

great. and patriotic figure that
was ‘‘Handy. Master’” but his
numerous and frequent sojourns to
the Metropolis, especially on his
“fund raising campaigns” for the
cause of Kokuvil, in the company
of another indefatigable and doughty

— 30—
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fighter for this same eause, Mr. C. K.
Kanthaswamy, “C.K. K. as he
was affectionately known by his
erstwhile old pupils, brought me
In touch with him and [ recall
listening to him persuading would-
be, donors, cajoling and vividly
exposing the cause of Kokuvil and
ultimately how beautifully he
overcame all barriers and painlessly
saw to ‘a free flow of donations
into his erstwhile lists. The two
of our past principals would have
walked the streets of the
polis on many an occasion, denying
themselves rest-and other comforts,
just to meet their old pupils,
well-wishers and friends, to persuade
them to help in the cause of
Kokuvil. '

This silvery haired, silvery
tongued man was indeed born to

Metro=

be a Martyr in the cause of
Education in Sri Lanka. And
Kokuvil was extremely lucky to-
have had the best years of his
life at its disposal. His campaigns
for the cause of Kokuvil were
not in vain. Today, *‘Kokuvil Hindu'’
stands as a shining monument to
all his life’s endeavours which he
helped to build, ignoring at times
his failing health, and this edifice
will be remembered by generations
of men and women who will be
treading the ground on which it
stands and strolling along the
parlours and halls of this building

that is “KOKUVIL. ;

MAY THIS ¢‘*GREAT MASTER’’ ATTAIN
«“MOKSHA”’

R. Rajalingam, C. 4. S.
Asst. Commissioner of Labour,
Colombo.

Affection, indulgence and

against the instinct of children to rebel.
their minds and wills as exercise is to their bodies. Lf they have
no reasons for rebelling, they will invent them. It is hard to
imagine families limp enough to be always at peace. Wherever
there is character, there will be conflict. The best that parents
and ehildren can hope for is that the wounds of their conflxcb
may not be too deep or too lasting.

alike are powerless
It is as essential to

humour

Carl Van Doren
in Three Worlds
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Old Students News
VANAVAGAM, Assistant Editor (Pv.bh‘c:atxons).f ¥ ySri
ey S‘I d was one of the official part1c1pa.nts T )
A B:afth'e 18th Annual Workshop of the Pacific Area 1rav
Lalnka'tiﬁn (PATA), held at the Bandaranayake Internat;c;x;?
é;(;::che Hall, Colombo, on the 19th & 20th 0f1d]a€:§1?;> e m “
Nearly 800 delegates from all parts of the world,

this International Convention.

Mr. S RATNAPIRAGASAM, Accountant, Central Bank of Ce}:l?n. ‘
; A w;s or;e of three partcipants from Sl? Lanka, :,o I;.;t;:ibz dTrz;ﬁi ;la% l
mme on Small Industries Iinance a \bad, 3 ‘5

: g‘lt'l(;grﬁourse conducted by the State Bank College at Hyderabad,

commenced on April 3rd 1978.

Dr. S. THIRUVARUDCHELVAN,
B. Sc., Eng. Hons. |
Ph. D. London, : |
D.I.C. ;

A prominent Old Student of the
College, is a Lecturer in Mechanical Engi- |
neering, in the University of West Indies,

St. Augustine Trinidad.

Mr. R. RASALINGAM, (Ceylon Administrative Service), (Assistant
Commissioner of Labour), represented Sri Lanka in a Programme
for Training of Asian -officers of Employment Services, initiated
by The International Labour Organization. This Programme was
done with a view to assisting the Government of the Asian
Countries, in improving the administrative potential of labour
administration officials, dealing with employment questions. 10
Asian Countiies participated. @ The Course was held from the
3rd of October to the 16th of December 1977, in Bangok
(Thailand), Kuala = Lumpur (Malaysia), Nuremberg and Berlin
(West Germany) and the final phase at the Internaisonal Iabour
Organization Head - quarters in Geneva (Switzerland).
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MR. S. SANGARASIVAM
24-12-1908 — 22-6-1977

The Shakespearean thought

«<Eyil that men do lives 4ﬂer them,
The good is oft interred with their bones’*

does not cover the Old Students of
Kokuvil Hindu College. The Old Students
never fail to appreciate and take cognisance
of the services rendered by anyone to the Alma Mater and to the
Old Students in their collective and individual capacities.

Kokuvil Hindu, in the forties, was experiencing the birth pangs
of flowering into a full fledged Collegiate Institution when Mr. M.
Karthigasu passed on ‘the burden of the stewardship of the College
to Mr. V. Nagalingam, who sacrificing the status of Professorship
of English at the Jaffna Hindu College, volunteered to shoulder
the responsibility of building up Kokuvil Hindu. The School was
lacking in land space and buildings. Mr. Nagalingam felt, that unless
the lands in the viciaity were acquired, and that too acquired immedi-
ately, before the area gets populated, the College cannot break the
shell, open out its wings and flap up to the height of a leading
educational institution in the Island. Funds were the problem.

Mr. Nagalingam contacted the Colombo Branch of the Old
Students Association of the College, which was functiening steadily
even when the trunk organisation was not there. and sought assist
tance for the collection of funds. It is here, the vital role of Mr.
Sangarasivam commenced. Utilising the personality of Mr. M. A.
Nadarajah, the then senior vice-president of the Branch Association,
Mr. Sangarasivam combed the Colombo Pettah and from merchants
who had nothing in common with Kokuvil or Kokuvil Hindu,
collected a tidy sum on a musical performance and, helped the
Principal in acquiring about two and a half acres of lands, without
which the College would have been 'in the shell yet.

The untimely demise of the visionary, Mr. Nagalingam, caused
a temporary set-back for the progress of the College, but fortunately
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. the successor, Mr. Handy Perinbanayagam, commer}ced working »or;
very much broader base to place the College in the map O

g lon. When he planned on a Carnival to collect. funds, Mr
i ésivam was again there to render yeoman service as a joint

Sangar A ; 5
secrgtary of the organisation, to make it a success 1t was.

Mr. Sangarasivam is not with us now, but the 0l1d Students f)f
Kokuvil Hindu ond the population served by the College will

ever remember him.

It is also pertinent to refer, in this connection, to the pitiab-le
fact that the State that manages the Sc-hools, does not re.cognlse
and give Old Students Associations their rightful place, in the
administration of the affairs of Schools. The: Old Students, more
than Parents and Teachers, have a permanent fmc.l broad based
interest in the welfare of the Alma Mater and it 1s very nc?cessary
to move for obtaining recognition of Old Students Associations by

tate. .
S : S. K. Murugiah

We regret that we are umable to give a comprehensive list
of “*News about our old students’’. We solicit more informatiow
about them so that we car include them in our next issue.

— Editor

¥
Guiding
33rd COMPANY

lt is with great pleasure that we submit the report of the 33rd Company
for the year under review. Though the majority of our Guides are recruits and
Tender foots yet we carried through our normal programme of work. "As usual
we conducted our meetings and training sessions for the Guides. We actively
participated in all the college functions and rendered help and assistance
whenever we were called upon to do so. We are a happy lot looking forward
to work through a crowded programme this year too.

e Rl

Guide Captain



My Fifteenth Birthday

Bir;hdayl mean a lot of fun and
enjoyment not only to “tiny toddlers’’ but
also to grown, up school going children.
The former long for their birthday
when they will wear new dresses, receive
kisses from friends and relations with
the customary, ‘““happy birthday to you’’.
Then the happiest event for them is the
blowing out of the
cutting the birthday cake and distributing
it to those present. ,To the latter, birth
days mean reading birthday greeting cards
sent by friends and holding birthday
parties which very often prove to be
costly to the parents.

I, too, am not an exception and
naturally wished that this, my fifteenth
birthday, should .be on a grander scale
than any of the earlier ones. Of course,
days before my birthday, I asked my
father how the event should be celebrated
mentioning that the birthday party, among
other things, should be held to treat
the whole lot of my friends at school.
Father very politely agreed * with me,
but asked me to consult his, <‘Minister
of Finance,”” my mother. When I spoke
to her about this she snpubbed me
bluntly saying, ‘Don’t be mad, child,
There isn’t just any spar¢ money to
spend on all these things. Pray to god
that mother should have plenty of money
to celebrate your sixteenth birthday in a
grand way.”” I was very disappointed to
hear these words from her. Now, what
am I to do on my birthday? My class.
mates will all crowd around me expecting
something nice. [ thought over this
matter for days and days but still there
was nothing that I could do. At last an

birthday candles,

idea struck me. I had saved all my
pocket money which amounted to nearly
a hundred rupees. With this money I
would buy a few pounds of sweets and
distribute them to my classmates. I
thought that at least, in this way, K 1
could satisfy my school friends accordingly.
The day before my birthday, my sister
and I bought five pounds of the best
variety of sweets and had them ready
to be taken to school the next day. My
parents were unaware of this.

At last my birthday dawned and I
found mother waking me with a warm
embrace and kiss with the words ‘*very
happy birthday to you, my child. May
God bless you! Here is a new uniform
dress, which I had hidden from you all
these days. Wear it to school today’’.
So I went to school that day in my
new uniform. Of course the sweets were
neatly packed and hidden in my school
bag. The moment I reached the school
gate, all my classmates came running to
me from all sides and started to wish
me a ‘‘Happy birthday’’.

I felt very happy and thanked them
all. Immediately [ opened my school
bag and said, ‘*Here is a very small
present from me. Please accept it. I'm
sorry we couldn’t have a party at home
because of certain difficulties’*.  The
classmates enjoyed my ‘treat’ throughly
and I just managed to please them all.

When I returned home for lunch,
I had a very pleasant surprise. Seeing
me at the gate, my mother came running
to tell me, *“Child, I have something
very nice for you today. Can you guess
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what it is? Your pen-friend, Pamela,
from London has sent you a big birth-
day present. I think she is a sensible
girl. Go to your room and see what it
is.”” I dropped my school bag and ran
in. The parcel lay on my bed. I
quickly opened it. There were twenty
yards of very soft white ‘Tetron’ cotton,

ater and went to school

j lass of W
i lovely present

to tell my friends of the
I got from abroad.

I shall never forget this fifteenth
birthday, and the present from 'Pam.cla
who thought of me from thousands of miles
away. My fifteenth B’day was more
thrilling than all birthday parties put

a ‘parker’ pen, and a lovely birthday

card. I was so excited that I drank together.

Shanthila Nadarajah "
H.N.C.E(AIL)

7 - ;

““Maturity is the ability to control anger and setile differences without
violence or destruction.

Maturity is the capacity to face unpleasantness, [frustration, discom-
fort, defeat without complaint or collapse.

and knowing when not to say “I told you so.”
Maturity is the ability to make a& decision and stand by it.
Maturity is dependability, keeping one’s head high in times of crisis.

Maturity is the art of living in peace with oneself, with what we
cannot change and courage to change that which should be changed

% Maturity is humility - being big enough to sa&y s« was wrong’’
z and wisdom to know the difference.”

¢ o T~ A\ . P P
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A Busy Port

Thc amount of work in a port
depends on the number of ships, calling
at a particular place. Colombo, for
example, is a busy, port. Often we find
ships lying out side the harbour in a queue.

As soon as ships arrive at the port,
motor boats are sent to bring the passen-
gers and their luggage. Before they get
out of the ship, they are examined by
the customs doctor to satisfy the port
authorities that they are not suffering
from any dangerous infectious diseases.
When the passengers arrive they are
examined from head to foot to see if
they are trying to take out any article
for which a duty is not paid. Then

*

their luggage is examined and certain
articles are taxed. 1It'is only after the
duty has been paid that the passengers
are allowed to go. '

Another section of the port is busy
checking the goods of the passengers who
are leaving the island. Porters collect their
luggage, load them into boats and take
them to the ship.

Still anothér section receives the
parcels sent from abroad, examines them
and makes a not¢ of the taxes payable
and informs the addressee. The parcels
are thén sent to the general post offices.
These are a few of the items of work
done in a port.”’

" S. Thevasundaram
SRRV 5

A Ghost Story

A few months back, 1 was returning
with my friend on a motorcycle from
Keerimalai to Kokuvil, seated on the
" pillion. A party of us went to ‘Keerimalai’
to dissolve the ashes of one of my old
uncles, There were several of us in the
party. Some people travelled by car,
two of us travelled by motorcycle. On
the return journey the cars went ahead
of us leaving us behind beause we had
stoped on the way to have tea at *CHUN-
NAKAM’,

It was past twelve o’ clock. when
we reached ‘MARUTHANAMADAM'.
At that time, as we were alone, I thought

about what my grandfather had told me
about ghosts in that area. He had told
me about a trip, he had gone in the
midnight and that he and his friend had
seen balls of fire going from one tree
to another. As they were tiavelling by
cart and carrying a knife each, they
were less afraid because ghosts will not

approach a' place where there is steel.

They were also singing **Thevarams’’.

‘At that time I saw at a distance a
huge light appearing and going off I
saw this phenomenon, appearing several

times. I told my friend about this. He

was very indifferent. I was trembling
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with fear, but my friend rode on regard-
less. I was reciting «THEVARAMS"’
to my self. By this time we had come
near “KALINKAN'’ Theatre. The light
appeared and vanished. 1 was about t0
shout when we came across a party of
people who were also returning from
Keerimalai on foot. They were carrying

*

an old Petromax lamp which was out
of order. The light increased and de-
creased due to 2 fault in the lamp.
When we came near them only, my fear
went off. Thereafter, my friend started
fooling me saying e¢You were the man
who was speaking about bravery’’. I kept

silent out of shame.

S. Nimalanathan
10 F (G.C.E.O|L)

Electricity in Everyday Life

One gets up in the morning and
switches on the heater and the water
boils in a very short time. He goes for
a bath in warm water which has been
heated by an electric - heater. He shaves
with the help of an electric - shaver. His
 break - fast is cooked in an clectric-
cooker. His room is in the third floor
of a storeyed building. So he gets down
to the street in a lift.

In his office his room is air-condi-
tioned. He feels very comfortable in his
office. Whenever he is free from work,
he relaxes in his room and listens to
the radio or sees a cricket match on
the television. During the week - ends
cleaning and polishing the floor of the
house are done quickly and efficiently
by electricty. He washes his clothes in
the washing machine. The master of the
house buys provisions enough for a week.
He preserves certain perishable items in
the refrigerator.

; Electricity is indispensable in hos-
pitals. Many discases arc diagnosed with

the help of X -ray and electro — car-
diograph. In the clinics and operation
theatres very powerful electric lights are
used. Certain diseases are cured by ray
treatment. Electrotherapy cures pains inm
the limbs.

In farms and factories machines are
operated by electricity. The machines
work like magic. In dairy farms feeding,
cleaning and milking of animals are done
by machines. In factorics too, the con-
veyor - belt plays a very important part.
Thus much of labour and time are saved.

The theatre is a common place of
recreation for all. In parks, coloured bulbs,
decorate the placc.' In carnivals and
exhibitions electric lights illuminate and
make them fairy lands.

Thus electricity plays a very signfi-
cant part in our daily life. It has made
life very easy and comfortable for the
people. It is a good servant if properly
handled. In the twentieth century electricity
works like magic and does wonders.

Somasundaram Shanthini
10E (H.N.C.E.)
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The Silk Frock

Devadas had kmown better days but
he is poor mow. Not even one of the
many members of hls. fafmly is well
placed in life. His wife is Pa}'wathy.
'Nirmala, their daughter, is theu'. only
source of happiness. The name Nirmala
befits her. She is pure in mind and
body.

The people in the village are fnaking
preparations for the Deepavali festival. In
every house, children are getting new
dresses and Nirmala, hoping to get one
for herself, approaches her Daddy.
**Daddy / May I ask you for something’’?

**Yes, my dear, you may agk for
any favour. I shall fulfil your wish.”

“‘l want a new frock’’,

Devadas hesitates for a while and then
says, *’Alright, my dear! I shall get you
one’’. Nirmala runs to her mother.
“Mummy! Daddy will give me a new
frock’’.

“Did he realey say so’*?

The girls nods. Eleven o’ clock. It is
past bed time but the parents have not
stept yet, They are talking about the
present. **Why did you bromi'se to give
her a new frock? We can’t -afford it.

It will cost us at Jleast twenty - five
rupees.’’

*“I, too,.am worried about it. But
have committed myself. Itis but narural
that I should wish to se
frock, when all her fri
dresses,”’

e her in a new
ends wear new

“l can understand that,
her. But from where
money?’’

I too love
will you get the

*“I shall manage it anyhow. Give me
one of your trinklets. I will pawn it.”

““By the way, when I put her to
bed she had slight fever. If she has
temperature in the morning you should
get some medicine first.”’

‘I will bring the frock and the
medicine, both after the business at the
pawn - brokers.’’

Nine o* clock in the morning the
next day, Nirmala is eagerly looking at
the door way. She can hear the? children
making merry and singing festive songs.
Her eyes fill as time flies and her father
does not appear, “Mummy! Father has
not come as yet. When will he come’’?

«“He will come just now. Let me
see whether you still have fever.”’

She feels her  fore - head and then
quickly draws back her hand, **Oh, my
God, she has high temperature. Her father
isn’t back yet.”” For nearly half an
hour, there is no change in the parient.
Then all of a sudden, the girl becomes
delirious. “Nice silk frock my Daddy
has bought, Darling Daddy.”’

The mother prays to the family deity.
The child is still unconscious. As mother
prays, tears started streaming down her
eyes. The child’s eyes close up never to
open again. The mother is alone in her
grief. - i

-On his return, the father sees a
crowd gathered in front of his house.
He becomes ‘alarmed and runms inside,
The scene inside the room is pathetic.
Their only happiness is gone for ever.
He is dazed with grief. The silk frock
he bought' for his daughter is still in
his grip.

% Chitra Balathevan
104 (G.C.E. ojL)
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" The Postman

The postman is a useful person
to society. His work is tiresome. The

postman goes 10 the post - office, very
early in the morning to start his work.
He does not waste time in the post -

office.

He is very busy and careful in his
work. The postman seals the letters and
parcels, before they are sent out, for
delivery. He sorts out the letters and
bundles them up. He puts the bundles
of letters and parcels in a bag and-he
carries them in it.

*

What .do I do

I wake up early in the morning.' I
~ brush my teeth and wash my face and
hands. I comb my hair, and keep it
clean and tidy. After saying my morning
prayers, I prepare my day’s lessons.

I bathe every day in cold water. I
use soap to clean myself. I wuse a dry
and clean towel to wip¢ my body.

He *wears a special uniform. He uses
an official bicycle. He knows the names
and addresses of the peoplein his area.
He delivers the letters and parcels from
house to house.

We are glad to see the postman
every moning. The postman brings
news to us. He may bring letters
of joy or sorrow. Some times when a
letter is un-stamped we have to pay double
the normal charge.

M. Mayooran
 9-4

Every Morning

1 wear a clean and tidy dress. I
take my breakfast. It is usually bread
‘and butter with some kind of fruit. My
favourite fruit is papaw. I drink a glass
of milk.

Then I get ready to go to sehool.
I carry my books etc, in a bag.” Before
starting, I check my bag for pen, pen-
cil, eraser and the box of instruments. I
go to school by bicycle.

S. Manivannan
9-4
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Our Country

Our country is Sri Lanka. -It is an
island in the Indian Oc.:eau. it is a very
beautiful country and is known as th:
pearl of the East. Its fame sprea
throughout the world and brought several
foreigners into our country. The Portuguese,
the Dutch and the British people ruled
our country onme after -the other.

Sri Lanka is a tourist resort. The
tourists come here to enjoy the sunny
beaches and the cool healthy climate of
the hills.

Sri Lanka tea is world famous. It
brings a lot of foreign money into our
country. The precious gems of our country

are in high demand all over the wox:ld.
These gems too, bring in a lot of forexg_n
money. We have a beautiful zoo in
Dehiwela, one of the finest in the East.
The zoo is a place of attraction to the
foreign tourists.

We have now a new President with
full powers ruling over the country. He
is Mr. J. R. Jayawardene. Mr. J. R.
Jayawardene is an elder statesman of
our country. He is liked by all sections
of the people. He has promised to make
our country a happy place to live in.

Long live
our president.

our country. Long live

Sobhana Rajasekaran
Grade 8 B

My Ambition in Life

‘what is your ambition in life’?
the teacher asks the students. The students
shout *<Political Leader’’, “*Docto gl
**Engineer’’, “Teacher’’ and so on. The
teacher is happy.

It is always good to have an ambj-
?ion in life, My ambition in life
15 10 be a wuseful citizen. To realise
my  ambitjon, I must first be g

good student. A good student, is one
who has faith in God, is loyal to his
parents, respects his teachers and studies

hard. This student always succeeds in
life.

My ambition is therefore to be a
useful and good citizen and my motto is
**For my God, parents and my country’’

R. Sri - Sachindren
VI - B’
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Ceylon Tea

Ccylon “Tea is famous the world
over. It is the most important of our
cash crops, the other two being rubber
and coconuyt. Tea cultivation was started
by Europeans towards the latter part of
the nineteenth century, when the coffee
plantations were ruined by the coffee
pest. Ever since these planters changed
over to tea, it has grown in importance.

Most of our tea is grown at 2
height of over two thousand feet and
the best Ceylon tea, comes from the
slopes of our central hills round about
Nuwara Eliya, ‘ where the cold nights and
the strong winds make for the slow
growth of the tea bush and the excellent
flavour of the jeaf. Tea is also cultivated
in the low country, but such tea has
got the same flavour as <“high grown”’

tea.

Tea bushes are like a huge army
of fat green dwarfs. They are kept at
a convenient height of about three feet
by regular pruning which also enables
_tender shoots to appear. Every morning
at six o’clock labourers attend the “muster”’
and go out in the cold mist to pluck
the tea leaves. They pluck only two
tender leaves and a bud from each

My

; My-pct is a small lovely green
bird. It is a parrot. It was presented
to me by my father two months back.
She has acurved beak. I call her Latha.
I always keep her in a cage. She does
not like to stay in the cage all the
time. Now she can speak well, She calls

shoot and put them into the large

baskets. which they carry slung * behind

their backs. A conductor or a ‘“Kangany”’

supervises their work. When the plucking

is over, they take the green leaves to

the factory, a huge storeyed building,

where the tea-maker and his staff turn

this green tea into the black tea which

we use. A hundred pounds of green’
tea gives us- 20 to 25 pounds of
manufactured tea.

The green. leaves are first spread
evenly on long racks or lofts and left
to dry. This slight drying is called
««withering’’. Next they are “¢rolled”’
by a special machine. The leaves now
change colour and give out their familiar
smell. They are than left in a room to
ferment. This makes them change colour
further and gives them _their flavour.
They have to pass through one more
process before they are ready for export
and that is ¢‘firing’’. The leaves pass
through hot air machines which take
away all their moisture. They now turn
fully black. They are than sifted into
different grades according to the size of .
the leaf. The finished tea is finally
packed in chests and sent to Colombo
for shipment.

P. Arulwathy
Grade 8 B

Pet
me “*acca’’. When she calls me acca,
I quickly feed her. Then she starts sing-
ing happily. When she is left out of
the cage she walks about all over the
house. She loves me very much. I also
love her more than anyone else. But ¥
hate our cat because it is an enemy to
my pet ‘“Latha.”

Nalagini - Vethanayagam

VI-B
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