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K. KANAGARATNAM 5, DAWSON ROAD
COLOMBO 5

14th October 1954.

My dear Ambikai Pakan,

I have received an invitation from
the President ‘and Members of the Building
Fund Committee of the Ramakrishna Mission
Vaidyeswara Vidyalala for the opening cere-
mony of the New Hall on Saturday. You are
the real Architect of this fine institution
and hence I am addressing this letter to
you. From an obscure position, after the
death of the late Mr. Nagamuttu, you have
brought it to the forefront, and today it
Sérves a very useful purpose in imparting
education to a very large number of child-
ren in the locality, including Muslims who
would have been otherwise deprived of all
educational privileges. ‘

I have no doubt that the institu-
tion will grow from strength to strength
under your able guidance and control.

I regret my inability to be present
at the ceremony owing to the sittings of
the Bus Commission here.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,
K. Kanagaratnam,
S. Ambikai Pakan Esq.,
Principal,

Vaidyeshwara, Vidyalaya,
VANNARPONNAT,



A%

o BvalT 7 BUITGVUILD

T Lpgh SILILIT
I

of pI@aTemL GausTeT b Gou gepT T G HETeHEW S0 SLI
Gu Gl smevTL @) Lol (meig 5T GuymL. QFsdeus s Ger
gr mCsment (B LT P Sl b S1eTEHEFUSI Gau mear enELD
}wrrgj@srra"rsrrfr e s S aveus & &6 gyl surfluGer,

II

grdwg Cuswphp &FLOJFFIFET Lor 7 &S B M)
GuAaflp sre@asrerGa CuisFarel uFmF B svLd
B Severi peurswt e EST Iy ujLd @ svor L 60 Glwiesr
mEwyer @rErFATLLD  Sjiq HETT(HLD surflwuGear.

111
peT@ar DB o SHfSTH BT S S CFUSeIPLD
g,s&rmq@&r’r Fireurer b elysorer bs fswiie
Quretermepd @eprfl QurelGeanis (p e HL 6T
@t mHEHD weusSeveurar @) mrsmHwr eurpluGeu.

V dipgaren Qur. sarssou.

@,



SRI SARADA DEVI



SWAMI YATISWARANANDAJI
opecning the New Hall by lighting the lamp.



THE HOLY MOTHER

[The inaugural address delivered by Srimath Swami
Yatiswaranandaji at the Holy Mother Centenary Celebra-
tions held at the Vaidyeshww:yo Vidyalaya on 17-9-54.]

Since the beginning of Dzcember, 1953, I have
been fortunate in taking part in the Holy Mother’s
Birth Centenary Coalebrations in various parts of
India. Today, I have ths great privilege of inaugura-
ting the Holy Mother's Centenary  Celebration
under the auspicss of ths Ramakrishna Mission Vai-
dyeshwara Vidyalaya. It is most auspicious that this
celebration is the first great public function bsing
conducted in this grand now hall of the Vidyalaya
which I had the honour of declaring open only yester-
day. Iam indeed marvelling to see how tha Holy
Mother’s glory is being manifast more than ever here
as well as in several other parts of the world.

The Holy Mother’s Contribution to Sri Ramakrishna’s
Spiritual Current

The mighty Spiritual current that originated with
the advent of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna in the far
off temple of Dakshineswar, nsar the city of Calcutta,
has been inundating India and Caylon, and has also
been flowing to many foreign lands, fertilising the
spiritual life of an ever increasing number of men
and women, many of whom are coming to look upon
India as their spiritual motherland.

- The glory of Sri R:a'ma.krishna, who boecame a
tremendous channel for the manifestation of the
Divine Power working for the good of mankind, is
acknowledged by all. But little is known of the great
contribution that was made by Sri Ramakrishna’s
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divine consort, Sri Sarada Devi, the Mother of the

Ramakrishna Sangha.

All her life Sri Qarada Devi kept her upique
Divine Power, hidden from view. She was satisfied
in remaining in the background, but she silently and
substantially added her spiritual current to that of
the Master, thus helping in inaugurating a new age,
that is bringing a new spiritual awakening in many
parts of the world. The monk-husband knew the
greatness of the nun-wife when he said, “She is Sara-
da, Sarasvati; she iz full of the rarest wisdom; she
has come to impart knowledge to mankind.”

With the turning of the new century, the glory
of the Holy Mother is becoming mor and more mani-
fost. It is, therefore, no wonder that an unbealievably
large number of persons, particularly women, are
coming to bedrawn more and mors towards the great
ideal she lived during her life-time.

The Blessed Touch of the Holy Mother

Some of us, young men, had the good fortune of
touching the Blessed Feet of the Holy Mother. Along
with many fellow devotees, young and old, we used
to go to the Baghbazar Math, the Udbodhan Office
which was at the same time the Holy Mother’s home.,
She occupied the upstairs of that building and stayed
there with her women companions, attendants and
deyotees. The Holy Mother used to sit thickly veiled
with he; face entirely hidden from view, her feet
glc)qu\flslf)el?gth seen. We all felt blessed by offering
19 M;si’er h?ni(e)i? Feet which were worshippad by

Moﬂ'll‘ehe inost vivid mental picture I have of the Holy
I, 1 got on a most auspicious morning. Some
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of us, young college students, were preparing our-
selves for joining the Ramakrishna Order. We used
to spend our week-ends at the Belur Math, the Head-

Quarters of the Ramakrishna Order, where the great
monks, the disciples of Sri Ramakrishna, used to

treat us as their own and won our hearts by their
unbounded, self-less love.

The Balur Math is situated on the western bank
of the Ganga, while the Baghbazar, which forms the
northern part of Calcutta, lies on the eastern bank.
One Monday morning, as I was about to return to
Calcutta for joining my College, the monks asked
me to take some vegetables of the Belur Math gar-
den and, offer them to the Holy Mother on my way.
I considered this opportunity a blessing and accom-
panied one of the senior monks of the Order to the
Holy Mother’'s house. As we entered the shrine-
room, we found the Holy Mother standing without
her veil. She had just finished her daily worship and
looked divine, her face radiating unbounded subli-
mity, compassion and bliss. The senior monk in-
troduced ms as a spiritual aspirant wishing to join
the Order. The Holy Mother was greatly pleased.
As I offered the vegetables to her putting them on the
floor and bowed down to her, touching her feet with
my forehead, she placed her hand on my head by way
of blessing ma. Her very touch was uplifting. When-
ever I think of her, I remamber that blessed moment

and wish and pray that she may bless us all, her
da};ghters and sons, and enabls us to realise some-
thing of her divine glory.
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e Manifestation

The Holy Mother—A Uniqu
of the Divine Mother of the Universe

The Holy Mother had a rather frail body but with

an indescribable divina face. [ am 1‘em1nd¢.d of an
incident. During the Holy Mother’s stay at Benares,
a lady who had heard about her came to offer her res-

pects to her. At that time Golap-Ma, who was one of

the constant companions of the Holy Mother and who
lity, was staying with

possessed an impressive persona
her. Taking Golap-Ma to be the Holy Mother, the

new lady bowed down to her. Recognising the mistake,

Golap-Ma asked the new-comer to make her obeisance
to the Holy Mother. The Holy Mother was in one

of her light moods, and said, without contradicting
Golap-Ma, that what the lady had done was all right.
The new lady got somewhat perplexed and did not
know what to do. Feeling somewhat annoyed Golap-
Ma told her sharply, “My child! Haven’t you got the
eyes to see the divine face of the Mother and recognise
her ?” Hearing these words, th> lady got a new light.
She went up to the Mother, salated her with great
devotion and received her blessings.

During my stay in America, | went to buy a
frame for the picture of the Holy Mother as we
knew her. The lady in charge of that department
!ooked at the picture intently and seemed to be greatly
impressed. She asked me in a touching way, “Is this
‘}foﬁ?(:s ’r’?ol;};irl?knev?/&/iléhle;theaanri’ c})lfe;iéi?tznth e,

: at she was
more than an earthly mother. She was the unique
manifestation of the Divine Mother of the universe,

born for bringi i : : :
her chilrdr;l@r.lgmg light, knowledge and devotion to all

I am reminded of an old lady, who was living in.




that part of the country where Sri Ramakrishna and .
the. Holy Mother were born. = Witnessing the honour -
and devotion which the devotees, rich and poor,
showered on the Holy Mother, she one diy said, “Do
you know that there was a talk of my bei.ng"lvnarricd e B
Sri Ramakrishna ? Had I been married to him I to6
would have become your Holy Mother and would have =
received all the worship and adoration that were being
offered to Sarada.” The poor lady did not know that
the Holy Mother was great not only because she was
the divine consort of Sri Ramakrishna, but of her own
right as a special manifestation of the Divine Mother
of the universe born to uphold the glory of the su-
preme spiritual truths, and to carry on’ the.spirftija!
mission inaugurated by the Divine incarnation of this
age, and a spiritual awakening to mankind. Not only
the Master but also she herself knew' about her divi'n;e :
nature and mission. Once she said, “This body is a
divine body. Do not make any distinction between
Sri Ramakrishna and me. Sri Ramakrishna has left
me behind to manifest the Motherhood of God to the .
world.” : < i

The Incomprehensible Greatness
of the Hcly Mother

During her early days after the passing away of
the Master, even some of the disciples of Sri Rama-
krishna could not recognise her glory fully. That is
why we find Swami Vivekananda writing to his brother
disciples, “You have not understood the wonderful
significance of Mother’s life, none of you. DBut gradu-
ally you will know. Without Sakti, the Divine Power,
there is no regeneration for the world........ Dear brother,
you understand little now. But by degrees you will
come to know it all. Mother his been born to revive
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India, and making her the

that wonderful Sakti in ‘
Maitreyis will be born

nucleus, once more Gargis and
into the world.”

As Swami Vivekananda had predicted, many of
his brother-monks came to realise the Holy Mother’s
greatness in course of time. Swami Saradananda, one
of the greatest of the Master's disciples, and the re-
nowned author of “‘Sri Ramakrishna, the Great Mas-
ter,” wrote in his Ramakrishna-Sangha-Stotra, “Like
Sri Ramakrishna, I salute her who is the embodiment
of the Knowledge Supreme.” Another disciple, Swami
Abhedananda, in his hymn to the Holy Mother says.
“Absolutely pure was your life, pure your conduct, I
offer my salutations to you, the em bodiment of purity
itself. O Mother Sarada, Destroyer of misery, Saviour
of Dharma in every age, do you grant us divine love

and devotion.”

Let us all pray that Bhagivan Sri Ramakrishna
and Holy Mother may bless this celebration and bring
spiritual uplift and joy to all of us who have gathered
here to offer our hearts’ devotion at her Blessed Feet.



Principal’s Report read at the
Opening Ceremony of the New Hall

Mr. President, Revered Swamijis and Friends,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on

~ behalf of our college and the Building Fund Com-

mittee to our midst on this great occasion. This occa-

sion is great not only because we have completed an

important stage in our building programme but be-

cause of the presence of the distingushed monks of the
Ramakrishna order in our midst.

It was when Swvami Asanganandaji was last in
Jaffna that we decided to invite Swami Yatiswaranan-
daji and Swami Chidbhavanandaji for the opening
ceremony. [ was indeed very happy on this decision
for I had known these two distinguished sadhus from
the time I was a student in Madras. Swami Yatiswa-
ranandaji was then head of the Mylapore Math and I
had the good fortune of coming into close contact with
him. Inspite of the arduous duties as the head of the
second important Math of the Ramakrishna Mission,
he found time to spend long hours in meiitation and
prayer, and as a result of this he radiated peace and joy
around him. When I heard later that he had left for
Germany I could not believe it, for I had known him
as a Sannyasin strict in his observances and orthodox
in his ways. It must have been at the call of duty,
that he left for Europe to spread the Gospel of the
Master. Recently I listened to a Radio talk by Dr.
Raghavan of the Madras University, who recently re-
turned from a tour of Europe, on the influence Indian
thought on Europe. 1In this talk he paid glowing tri-
butes to the work done by the monks of Ramakrishna
Mission in Europe, making pointed refcrence to the
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aji in Ger-

~ SoXE et g CAT
effect of the stay of Swami, Y atiswaranand
. grateful

1 1S e
many. All lovers of Indian \\mlom. mgst b L
o Ramakrishna Mission who are the

to the monks ¢f the L e 3
real ambassadors of India abroad. To have influence
d men of letters

‘the thought and outlook of thinkers an i
like Aldous Huxley and Christopher Isher Wood is no
mean achievement. : :

Swami Chidbhavanandaji needs no introduction
to the Tamil speaking public. - Though this is his first
visit to Jaffna, the people here have come to know an‘c.l
admire him through his writings and radio talks. As
a result of his untiring efforts he has stemmed the tide
of irreligion in Tamil Nadu. His Thabovanam at
Thruparathurai stands as an ideal for the other ma-
dams in South India. His Anthar Yogams have given
solace to a large number of men and women engaged
11} worldly affairs. Those who have read his Dharma
‘Chakaram will know how systematically and thought-
fully he plans his activities. We are, therefore, very
thankful to him for having found the time to come to
Ceylon in the midst of his multifarious duties.

We offer a special welcome to Swami Prematma-
nandaji on his first visit to us after assuming duties as
the Vice-President of the Ramakrishna Mission (Cey-
loporanch). It is thirty years since he joined the
mission and all those years he has recisted many calls
from Ceylon from his brother monks. He came to
Ceylon last year at the call of the Lord of Kataraca-
ma and from the turn of events it looks as if ?{e
brf)ught him with a definite purpose; and during these
thirty years he served the mission so loyally 'm?I wh;le
heartedly that several me Rl
told us that he has been t]
order. He has assumed

mbers of the Mission have
1€ best giit of Ceylon to ‘the
duties at a difficult time but



SWAMI YATISWARANANDAJI
AND SWAMI CHIDBHAVANANDAIJI

being received a¢ the Air - Port by Swami Prematmananﬂ&ii

and Members of the Bailding Fund Committee.



HOMA IN PROGRESS

'{[‘HE PRINCIPAL PRESENTING
EPORT AT THE OPENING CEREMONY

HIS R
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he can rest assured that we in Jaffna will give him all
possible support.

All here on the platform today are essentially men
of religion. When we wanted a friend to speak at
this function our thoughts immediately went to Mr.
Nagalingam, who is this year’s President of the Ma.d-
ras Saiva Siddhanta Samajam. e has spent a life
time in the study of Tamil and Saiva Siddhanta phi-
losophy and this recognition came to him not a day
too soon. He has great respect for the Ramakrishna
Mission and never fails to praise its many sided acti-
vities.

We are glad that Swami Natarajanandaji has
once again assumed duties as the General Manager of
Ramakrishna Mission Schools after a short stay in In-
dia. He has been in intimate contact with the educa-
tional activities of the Ramakrishna Mission for a long
time both as teacher and manager and what is more,
he had been trained for educational work by the great
educationist Swami Vipulananda. One of the valu-
able documents in my possession is a post-card written
by him from Nattarampalli last year on reading about
the success of our Festival of Arts. The following ex-
tract from his card will show how much he is interest-
ed in this work and how he encourages his teachers :

“Although I am out of Ceylon, I wish and
pray for the welfare of our educational institutions
in the Island. Please remember me to Mr. Vyra-
muthu, Mr, Seenivasagam, Mr. Vytilingam and all
other members of your staff. I do appreciate the
teamspirit prevalent among members of your staff
and their devotion to duty. T am sure it is these

qualities that go to make up for the success of
«



Ry T g

any noble enterprise. May Vaidyeswgran ble.:ss
you all and may He guide you all so that the Y@-
yalaya may go from strength to strc—?ngth gntll. it
becomes the leading model educational institu-
tion not only in Jaffna but also in the whole

Island.”

Our Building Programmeé

It is time that I told you something of our build-
ing programme. You are all aware that last year we
had a Festival of Arts and Raffle and that we realised
4 sum of Rs. 86;000. When the Festival of Arts Com-
mittee met on the 23rd December, 1953 to pass the
accounts it was decided to convert that Committee in-
to a Ramakrishna Mission Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
Building Fund Committee to assist the Vidyalaya in
its building programme. With the permission of the
Ramakrishna Mission (Ceylon Branch) the funds were
transferred to this Committee. This Committee 1is
composed of the following eminent men.

Patrons : Srimath Swami Asanganandaji
Dr. S. Subramaniam

President : Dr. C. Gurusamy
Vice-Presidets : Sam. A. Sabapathy, Esq.
Mudlr. C. Muthuthamby
C. Suriyakumaran, Esq.
Secretaries : S. Ambikaipakan, Esq.
Dr. K. C. Shanmugaratnam
The Treasurers: M. R. Karalasingham, Esq.
C. Vyramuthu, Esq.
The other Committee Members are :
Srimath Swami Kutasthananda

Kathi M. M. Sultan, J. P.




K. Navaratnam, Esq.
Muhandiram V. Mahesan
Dr. S. Rajanayagam

L. P. N..Singam, Esq.

T. Murugesapillai, Esq.

K. Sathasivam, Esq.

A. Ambalavaner, Esq.

V. Kanthappa Chettiar, Esq.

When the Committee met for the first time the
important question to be decided was where to begin.
After considering the various requirements of the col-
lege it was decided to make a start with the re-build-
ing of the Hall. This decision was arrived at as the
Hall which was put up almost thirty years ago needed
immediate attention. The wooden posts that support-
ed the roof could not be allowed to stand any further
without fear of accidents. The recurrent cost of
thatching the roof with cadjans was another problem.
Apart from the cost there was the problem of a leaking

roof. All these considerations led to the dismantling
of the old Hall.

The old Hall inspite of the above mentioned
shortcomings has had a glorious history. Before the
Town Hall was put up it was the only hall in the city
which could accommodate a thousand people. In
addition the accoustic properties of the Hall were ex-
cellent, and naturally there was a great demand for it.
National leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit
Jawharlal Nehru and men of religion like Swami
Madhavanandaji, Swami Vireshwaranandaji, Kunrak-
kudi Adigal and Suddhantha Bharathiar have spoken
f.rom its platform. Musicians like Tiger Varadachcha-
riar, Ch:lttur Subramaniampillai and Nathaswara Vid-
wan Rajaratnampillai have performed in it. Further



and literary conferences have been

many religious at the new Hall would be

e, 3 b
held in it. It is our hopet
equally useful to Jaffna as the old one.

Having decided to rebuild the Hall, the next pro-
blem to decide was whether it was to.be'a hall o.n]y or
whether classes also were to be held in it. Taking .“’1-
to consideration the pressing need for accommodation
for classes, we decided that the new Hall too should
serve a dual purpose as an assemb}y hall 'and as class
rooms. The space between the pillars Wl].l always be
-vacant and assemblies will be held in it daily. Classes
will be accommodated in the wings. To ensure that
proper materials were used we decided to hrflve the
work carried out under our supervision. At this stage
we required a persen who would give us technical ad-
vice and supervise the work. Fortunately for us this
help came to us in the person of Mr. K. Sathasivam who
is an old boy of the college. He has had wide experi-
ence of construction work as an Engineering Assistant
in the P. W. D., Malaya. While in Malaya, he asso-
ciated himself with many religious activities and had
imbibed the spirit of service. We see this spirit in the
activities of the Hindu Sanmarga Sangam of which
he is a joint secretary. Inspite of the fact that he was

convalescing after a severe illness he has supervised the
building operations most concientiously by being on
the spot daily. If he erred at all he erred on the side
of cautipn saying that public buildings were to last for
generations and as such no risks should be taken. We
cannot adequately thank him for hjs services which he
85128 alabour of love. May he be granted long life

and health to serve the Vidval
Jaffna. yalaya and the people of

sl {Xnother fri.end who gave valuable advice in our
vilding operations is Mr. K. Navaratnam, He is a
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keen student of Art and he placed his knowledge at
our disposal ungrudgingly. The shrine which you see

- on the platform has been planned by him anFl an im-
age of Lord Nataraja is being made under his.super-
vision. We hope to install the image on the next
Thiruvathirai day.

I must place on record our appreciation of the
services of the head mason, Muthucumaru and head
carpenter Chelliah both of whom have done a good
piece of work with their able assistants in record time. .
The work on this Hall was started on April 14th this .
year and they have now completed not only this Hall
but also an extension of 50 feet to the laboratory and
the Domestic Science Block.

All these buildings have cost us over Rs. 70,000.
Friends have asked us why we have not put upan
upstair block on the site of the Hall. We have not
done so because of the cost. But the foundation has
been laid to carry another floor and when funds are
available the work could be started. We thought it
advisable to start on a modest programme and com-
plete it than to embark on an ambitious programme
and leave the work half done. el :

As principal of this college, I must pay my tribute .
to the President and members of the Building Fund
Committee. They have given us all possible assist-
ance and helped us in every possible way. No one
could wish for a better committee to work with.

I shall be failing in my duty if T do not place on
record the services rendered by Mr. Vyramuthu, the
Vice-Principal of the college and Joint Treasurer of the
Committee. Inspite of his indifferent health he not
only kept the accounts but spent all his spare time in
Supervising the building operations, He has dedicat-
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ed his life to the service of the Vidyalaya and it is no

exaggeration to say that he spends his day in working

for the Vidyalaya and he drea
I must also thank the members of the staff who have

taken a keen interest in the building. [ wish to place
on record the help rendered by Mr. Mailvaganam
in supervising the work, and Mr. (Ganesharatnam
in keeping accounts.

Inspite of our enthusiasm for this work, we have
at times felt the strain of carrying on the building
operations along with our normal duties at college.
But this strain sat lightly on us as wherever we went
we found people extraordinariiy helpful. It gives a
great pleasure to acknowledge the help rendered by
the officers of the Forest Department, especially the
Divisional Forest Officer Mr. M. Namasivayam.

We cannot rest satisfied with what we have achiev-
ed as much remains to be done. Qur aim is to have
a series of permanent buildings right round the com-
pound with a quadrangle in the centre. The building
which faces the quadrangle ought to be removed at
the earliest opportunity. Further, Education in our
schools has been too bookish and has not catered for
the various aptitudes of the pupils. All are agreed
that we should give a practical bias to our education
EZ:i(t)}:;AsarI]l:leaeI;sm}le;?rfltinvzstment .by way o.f accommo-
Sl What};\,er til start in this direction has

e difficulties may be.

.All thesg require funds and I appeal to you to
continue to give your support as you have done in the

past. We on our part would strife to be worthy of
the confidence you have placed in us,

ms about it at night. -



At the Professional Crossroads.

The G. C. E. Examination brings the youth of our islat?d. to
the cross roads where they have to make the momentous dec151qn
as to which professional road they shall choose». Where there is
social planning the choice is less difficult. But where they are
left to guess and speculate and to find for themselves, a great deal
of sight and circumspection becomes necessary.

Very often, we find studsnts or rather those who have left
school, being at a loss as to what career they should choose. They
had been very good at all the subjects taught at college and now
have got into th= world to fiad a living for themselves. Thete are
in our country a few training colleges, training students in agri-
culture, dairy farming, irrigation, teaching and so forth. Naturally
any one is at a loss which one of these to choose. The choice at
present is not very wids, and involves one in a ruthless competi-
tion. At home, the elders have had many discussions. There has
been much deliberation, ‘but no suggestion was found to be appro-
priate. 'What really happens fis a part of one’s life time is wasted
in cogitating on what profession one should choose.

After all the wastage in his plight and wild goose chase, Mr,
X applies for a teacher’s post and he gets it ; but alas only to his
temporary satisfaction. By nature Mr. X is a quiet person and his
hobby has always been to make small useful articles with mecha-
nical tools. When he is left amidst a number of naughty little
boys, he gets such a terrible headache that he gets into a temper..
Of course, I need not write the rest as we know what happens next!
Mr. X proves a bad teacher, the Principal always finds faults with
him and he has a very dissatisfied life and is on the lookout for a
different job.

Then there is the.case of Mr. A. As a student he was good
in Chemistry and Physics. His teachers and colleagues very often
used to call him Dr. A as he was a patient boy and took great
delight in rendering first aid to a sick mate or in dressing a wound.
He had even prepared a beautiful First Aid box at home. In the
end, his father who was a village school master, now an honest
mdn, sincerely wished that his son too should follow his foot steps,
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egak ther choice
: i d poor Mr. A had no o
Medical College, an /
MIT. i thefather bade him. Unlucky Mr. A followed the nob}e
but to in asll right, but in his life he never found complTet.e Sgtls-
frotf'essw;ldahe cg;ul’d not shine as his father expected. Neither of
action a

them was satisfied in the end.

Such cases are only too many. Very oftenl_\’roungthé)erc;plzizg
attracted by certain prefessions ; though they have i toq e
ifications when they enter, later they find th'ey ave to w
3::hhzd or sit for certain examinations. Otherwise they are left
in- }t,he lowest grade while others rise higher and drelxwd bett‘et:r
salaries. Poor ones—they are not inchnad. to study now an wa§ e
away, feeling sorry for themselves. Hav1pg entered a f(:a.reer 1Crll“
order to satisfy their own whims and fancies they are after wards

left in the lurch.

Such mishaps in life are overcomz by those wise yogths wh'o
decide to choose a particular profession and then continue their
studies in such a manner as to profit by them later. Let one who
has the means to be a trader join the commercial firms. Instead if

he goes on trying to solve geometrical and algebraical problems,
he is sure to find himself a poor trader !

It isalways the duty of the parent or guardian to watch for
signs in the aptitudes of students tor particular studies and train a
student accordingly. For example, if a boy gets good marks in
art, and dislikes sums or literature, it is very unwise to compel
him to memorise all kinds of theorems, or to ask him how many
days will A take to do a certain work which B will do in 4 days.
He may one day shine as a famous artist if he utilises all his time
in art and learns under a good instructor.

When a person chooses a career, he should love it and be-
come attached to it. He should never be “a square peg in a
round hole.”—Then, asa rolling stone gathers no moss, one who
is often changing his position gains neither experience nor skill.

~ As human beings are adapted to movement
to some work or other, at least asa form of
have the means to live without doing any w
bring disease and premature death. As poin

» we should take up
exercise even if we
ork. Laziness will
ted out already, in



our unplanned society, in choosing a profession we should note
several points. First—whether it will be an 'appropriate one to
which we can apply the knowledge already acquired. Secondly,
if it will support us throughout our life time and thirdly whether
we will love it and stick to it always.

THAIYOOB MOHIDEEN,
8.8,30; =

———

The Much Maligned Science

Many thinkers both in the East and in the West  like
Rousseau, our beloved Mahatmaji and others have advocated
a return to nature. Such a return involves our giving up the pre-
sent civilization made up for the greater part of machines and other
Scientific inventions. Can we so easily dismiss Science and forget
all our Scientific achievements ? ' -

~ What is the value of Science to us in our daily life ? Science
lifts up the veil of nature and peeps into the mysteries of the uni-
verse, which long remained undiscovered. The victories of Science
in the discovery in the physical world are marvellous. We live, see,
and hear in an age of Science. Wherever we cast our eyes, we see
the inventions and achievements of Science. We feel the influence
of Science every second. Indeed it is so much with us that we
are unable to distinguish life from Science. Civilized life means,
living in an age of Science.

Science provides a man everything that he needs, and man
rolls in luxuary with cars, televisions, helicoptors,...... and so forth.
The modern city is planned and made scientifically, and science
decorates it, protects it, maintains it, and feeds it. Houses and
streets blaze with lights due to electricity. Machines filter and
supply water. It is the efforts of science that make a train run,
an aeroplane fly, and the wireless to operate. The machines are
capable of doing much work which has brought comfort,. luxury,
and safety to man. This is what the machines say:

“We can pull and haul and push and lift and drive,
We can print and plough and. weave and heat and light,

d
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d race and swim and fly and dive,

n run an :
We ca nt and read and write”,

We can see and hear and cou

Such are the capabilities of the machines.

canned the skies measured the ocean, flown over
d conquered all the hidden treasures of nature,
It restores eye sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf and legs to
the lame. Songs and talks are .relayed to all parts of the quld
and people hear it as if they ar'e.m the presenc.e of those who sing
and talk. Offices are air condltloned.. .Iz‘.lectrxc lifts carry people
to the upper storeys. X-ray and PCDICIIIIH treatmeqts are r'ewail-
able to man through science. Sc1ep§e has systematised our }deas,
changed our outlook, killed superstitions and changed our ideas,
For good or bad in our daily life, we feel the value of science,
Most of our articles which bring us luxury and comfort are the

Science also does cooking, cleaning, dyeing,
From the pen

- Science has s
mountains, and ha

products of science. ing,
hair dressing, tailoring and various other activities.

I hold, to the paper I write, my entire everyday life is being ordered

by science.

Hence it is not science that is to be blamed for the world’s
confusion and woes, but we with our prejudices, inertia and callous-
ness for human suffering. We have not enough love for our fellow-
men to garner wisely this rich harvest of science by a proper
direction and distribution of the means that Science puts into our

hands.
W. SUNDARARAJAN,

o 5. €.

Beauty and the Beast

'Bgauty’ is a relative term varying according to the individual
conce?ptlon. Not all girls remain un-married simply because some
matrlmo_nial adventurers have branded them “not beautiful”. A
Negro girl may be beautiful to another of the same race.

lightS\Y::tsilgshItgez:tyt}i It is a combingtion of qualities that de-
usually supposed t 0b e}j sense of the mind of a person. A man is
s got 0 be handsome or a woman beautiful if he or she

got a comely body. The rose ijs the best among flowers not

because of its b
eauty, because in it is t :
) : rul
Nature’s sense of proportion, S pinoipie o
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Physical beauty is the innate virtue of beings. It is an abs:
tract quality which is part and parcel of a body. One cannot
divide it into parts. It has its existence and finds its expression in
a body as a whole. If you examine a picture part by part, you
may not find any beauty. But all parts put together will give a

good effect.

We are all living in an age of competition. If I come to un-
derstand that my neighbour is amassing wealth by introducing a
new machine, I will also follow him. If his soil has got natural
fertility, I will make up by artificial means. ‘“‘Beauty” also is not
an exception to this law. If I am not as beautiful as my neigh-

bour, I begin to paint.

What is the test of physical beauty ? A man or woman who
is considered ‘red’ in colour gets a very good lift in the matrimonial
market. But that is not all. Persons with good colour may be
tall or short, and sometimes with faces showing signs of a Mongo-
lian origin. According to Bacon “In beauty, that of face or feature
is more than that of colour and that of favour. ” There is the old
proverb that all that glitters is not gold! That does not mean
that all that is black is not good. There are people with recog-
nized qualities of head and heart whom the world respects but
without much physical beauty. An ugly figure is considered so
only, so long as these merits are not recognised. But a time may
come when you will see his or her beautiful brain or heart, when
you will understand his or her talents and capacity and tenderness
and when the whole world stares at the great one; then you would
say unto yourself, ‘Here is a beauty of a finer order’. Thisis a
beauty we can all strive after. And so there 1is hope for you, my
friends.

I. ANEESA,
S. 8, C.iSe.)
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' Educational Tour
e Impressions of the
3 g — (2 '
of the best means of education ;
education will not serve its purpose if one depends upon mere

book-learning. Travelling enables one to widen one’s knowledge

A urance.
and experience and to develop one's power of end

i ced that an edu-
ery happy when it was announ :
B o e us early in August this year,

Travelling is said to be one

i i ised for
cational tour was being organise : _ ‘
For one whole fortnight we were making preparations for it and

how eagerly we were awaiting the momept of depart‘ure. iS.lnd.es-
cribable as it was the first time in the history of this institution
such an extensive tour was being organised_. Two days before our
departure, a souvenir was published wherein one coqld find a%l‘the
details pertaining to the tour—the names of the tour}sts, the itine-
rary, the route, and the historical and the geographical gspects of
the places to be visited were all there. It was something novel
and, in fact, it had tempted many, but owing to lack of accommo-
dation places were refused to them.

On Thursday the 12th August, the school had closed for the
August holidays at 1 p. m. and we were all ready with our bags
and baggages awaiting the bus which came sharp at two. We
all got into it and off went the bus fully packed. Our first halt
was at Murikandy where we had our tea. From there we pro-
ceeded to Anuradhapura, had our dinner and stretched ourselves
comfortably at Vivekananda Vidyalaya. We weére all put up at
three the next morning as we had to reach Trincomalie for our
morning bath. By 6-30 a. m. we reached the Kenniya springs
and to our surprise we found seven small wells side by side, all of
depth about three feet, with a steady flow of hot water varying in
temperatures. We thought, “If only we could remove these wells
to Jaffna....... " We all had a fine bath and despite the rapid flow
of the water, the wells ran dry. We were all fresh when we came
to Sri Sanmuga Vidyalaya, where Miss P. Thamotharam, a former
member of our college staff, gave us tea. We all enjoyed the tea
well as we were very hungry after such a nice hot bath. Then
we went round the town and visited the Swami Rock in Fort
Fredrick. At the harbour, a special launch was chartered for us
and we went roupd In it and saw several warships of different
cou’?trles along with the only one in Ceylon, “H. M. Cey. S. Vija-
ya.” We were also very fortunate in having seen a submarine that
was then anchored there, F or more than an hour we were in the
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sea and thus enjoyed a fine boat-trip. Mr. K. Balasundram, the

Supervisor of Rural Development there, gave us a fine lunch and
we started off after lunch to Polanaruwa. After spending one full
evening at Polonaruwa, the capital of famous ancient kings in

Ceylon, we drove to Batticaloa. Our Manager, Swami Natara-
y :

janandaji was waiting to receive us at Shivananda ‘- Vidyalaya,

where we had our dinner and spent our night.

Early next morning, after having finished our morning ablu-
tions, we started to Gal Oya, to witness the famous irrigation
-scheme. We had a fine breakfast while on our way in the bus
itself as if in a mobile canteen. We reached Inginiyagala - by
about ten in the morning and went up the dam, 3600 feet long and
154 feet high. We were very much satisfied in having seen per-
sonally one of the biggest and oft-spoken projects in Ceylon. We
had our lunch at Karativu and proceeded on a long journey to
Badulla. Uptill then we had been roaming about in some of the
warmest places of Ceylon and hence. were able to feel the sudden
change in the climatic conditions as we went into the interior off
Pottuvil. While we were going along the coast-line in the South-
east, there was a strong gale which took us by surprise but luckily,
it lasted only for a short-while. The effect of this gale was seen
only that night on our way uphill to Badulla. Many huge trees
were blown off from the sides on to the road and it was a ‘lohely
road with numerous short and sudden curves. Hence it was a very
thrilling journey and we all had to get down to push aside the
trees fallen on our way. This was a huge task, of course, and all
our strength put together—and here, the teachers, too, joined us—
we were at last successful in clearing our path. Then with three.
hearty cheers for the formidable Vaidyeshwara army, the bus
started on its way. When we approached Badulla, there WaS

a long Perahara procession that held us up for a while. Thus we
reached the residence of our host, Mr. K. V. Nadarajah by about
midnight and Mr. and Mrs. Nadarajah were kind enough to wait
for us till so late in the night. With due apologies, we had our
dinner,—the best dinner we had during the tour and it was,
too, the dinner that upset the stomachs of some of us. The mixture
of curd, plantains and payasam, and that too taken so
late in the night added with the sudden change in the climate was,
no doubt, the cause of the disorder. But it doesn’t speak ill of the- .
dl{mer ; in fact, it was so fine that some of us couldn’t control our-
selves, : [ )
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i Vidyasalai and the next
W ' Saraswathi V1
e slept that night at . ekt for R
morning SafIt)er consultations with a doctor, we le Nuw

\% i ' S t was a very
. i wi i ills and mixtures . I
Elhya equljpped Ithl arious p e 5 .
P easant journey along steep uph s and downhills and we fina

t time, the
reached the healthiest resort in Ceylon by no?n. rolzila:r}:ile oty
organisers had decided to cancel the next d%lyhst Ptself e
to Hatton and to proce:ledhtczl Ka;ldlsl'1 ;Eﬁt iglfhe IWa\./endon e

ute an ad ou .

::: Izztr:tbeOd:f rli)/Ir. S. Thondaman, the President of int}zieceesilaotr;
Democratic Congress. We went round the tea ffacttorzre D e
seeing the various stages in thfe ptrocess aosf r‘r::rr;u i(; rl;_ow i .Steep

ivate road leading to the factory w ep,
:lr)l(:]titihrze-quartersgof a mile in length, anc'l all of ctlls \'zve?enozfptx}r:(;
points till we reached the factory as the sllghtgs.t evia 1od e
wheels would bring the bus down a steep precipice to a eIE (;)
several hundreds of feet. The journey from Ramboda to balm ty
was the most pleasant one in the whole tour and we' were a : e lo
see the natural beauties of Ceylon which all foreigners highly

commend.

We reached Kandy by about 7 in the evening and the whole
of the Kandy town was then busy with arrangements for the
night's Perahara. We stayed the night at St. Antony’s College
and all of us had a sound sleep on comfortable beds. The‘ _com-
plete rest we had at Kandy and the special diet given to the “sick”
brought us all back to our normal health for the rest of the
journey. We should commend the able manner in which the
organisers brought the intestinal disorders under complete control
in so short a time. q

The next morning we went to the Royal Botanical Gardens
at Peradeniya and till noon we knocked about in the gardens seeing
the various rare specimens in Botany. Mr. R. S. Rajan, formerly
of our college staff, gave us a fine sumptuous lunch at his residence.
We rested after lunch till five in the evening and then got ready
for the tea in the University. At about 5-30, we drove to the Uni-
versity Park at Peradeniya and Dr. K. Kanapathipillai, Professor
of Tamil, at the University of Ceylon entertained us to a grand tea
at the Jayatilleke Hall. Then we went round the University and

saw the Convocation Hall, the Arts Theatre and the different
Halls of Residence.

After dinner, we spent that night, too, in the St, Antony's
College hostel and the next morning, all of us were hale and fresh,
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quite fit for another two days’ strain. We left Ka.ndy ir'l the
morning and reached Dambulla by about ten. There is a solitary
mass of rock rising to a height of some five hundred feet from the
surrounding plains and there are some caverns near the top of the
rock and these caverns were converted into temples by King
Valagamba. We climbed up the rock and entered these temples
which were completely dark except for the feeble glittering of a
few candles we carried with us. When we came down to the bus,
we were all very tired and our manager Mr. Sapanadesar, very
considerate as he usually is, was ready with a cup of lime juice
for each of us; that was really a tonic for the moment. Then we
proceeded to Sigiriya, about fifteen miles from Dambulla. Here
also we had to climb about sixhundred feet and the steep climb
near the top of the rock was very thrilling. After seeing the
famous frescoes, we descended and had another cup of that
invigourating juice.

We had our lunch at Kekirawa and by about two we were at
Mihintale. This was the third climb for the day and it was the
biggest climb, too. This was the place where Mahinda, the son
of the famous Asoka, set foot in Ceylon with his sister, Sangamitha.
From Mihintale we came to Anuradhapura and spent one full
evening round this historical city. We visited the sacred Bo Tree,
the Brazen Palace, the Isurumuniya and the other famous Dagobas.
That night we were the guests of Mrs. Sittampalam, who gave us
a grand dinner which was not second to Mr. Nadarajah’s at
Badulla. We stayed the night at Vivekananda Vidyalaya and in
the morning we left Anuradhapura, had our breakfast at Vavuniya
and after a halt at Murikandy we went to Iranamadu Tank; we
then had a straight run to Jaffna and the bus halted at the school
gate at 12-30 p. m. sharp as scheduled in the souvenir. All of us
lunched together in the school hostel before departing.

~ Undoubtedly, it had been a very interesting tour, well planned
and organised. Most of us had never crossed Elephant Pass before
and hence we had been much benefited by this extensive tour,
Though we were unable to study each of the places visited in great
detail, we are now made to know what hills and valleys, and
rivers and waterfalls are and in general how different parts of
Ceylon would look like. We can never forget the various experi-.
ences we had and in short, this tour shall ever be remembered by
us however old we grow.

M. C. SALEEM,

S. 8. C,
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Ceremony of the New Hall

at Vaidyeshwara

T

Opening

e staff of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
hall for the college. After some
In running the carni-

The principal apd th
thought of a plan to build a new

" the Kalai Vizha was held in August 1953. By thatbca}lr:;;:ala ?eev):,
v d a sum of money which was engugh for u'l. g
sengi h re helped by Mr. K. Sathasivam in drawing the plan
S?II.theT thW;nd in building it. The former hall was pulled
down and they began to build the new hall. . It took - nearly s;vel?
months to complete the hall. After the putting up of the new da )
they fixed Saturday, the 16th of October, as the opening ayé
For this opening ceremony invitatigns were sex_lt. to the parents o
sfudents, old students_a,nd to other important citizens.

On Saturday a pandal with Coloured papers was erected in
front of the college. The hall was decorated with garlands. Above
the platform of the hall there were pictures of Sri Nataraj'a, Se}ras-
wathi, Vivekananda, Ramiakrishna and Sarada Devi. Early

“ - morning at about 9 o’clock the Sacred Homam took place. It

' lasted till 1 o’'clock. = At 1 o’clock the principal and the staff gave

2 lunch to the invitees and the workers who had helped to build

7 the hall. With that the morning programme ended.

In the evening at about- 5 o'clock Swami Yatiswarananda,
Swami Chidbhavananda, Swami Prematmananda and Swami Nata-
rajananda ‘were taken in procession from the Sivan temple. The
principal, staff, students and invitees marched on either side of the
- procession. .On the way they were garlanded by many people.
When the procession reached the college hall the scouts'and the
cubs presented a Guard-of Honour, Swami Yatiswarananda per-
- formed. the Opening Ceremony of the hall according to the Hindu
~custom by lighting a lamp. The illuminations of the hall were like
- that of a carnival. Learned citizens, ladies, gentlemen, old and
“young entered the hall led by Swami Yatiswarananda and occu-
pied their seats. After that the meeting started with the singing
of Thevaram. First of all the college girls presented a nice dance.

wecondly Dr. Gurusamy the president spoke about the improve-
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ments made to our college. Then our college principal, Mr. S.
Ambikaipakan, read a report in which he thanked all those who
had helped in putting up the building. Next to that Swami Yatis-
warananda made a good speech. In that speech he requested all
those who were present there to lead religious lives. Then he
pointed out the way to reach God. Then Swami Chidbhava-
nanda gave advice to teachers and students as to how they should
conduct themselves. ILast of all Swami Prematmananda, thanked
on behalf of the Ramakrishna Mission all those who had helped to
put up the building.
M. MADHAVAN,
Prep. S,/ 8:C%

My School twenty five years hence

You may call this a dream. But I would call it a vision, and
so would you twenty five years hence—if you still happen to be
living! Babies do not run or do high jump as soon as they are
born. Neither do schools become universities and seats of learning,
the day following the foundation day. After years of quiet hard
work the number of students increases and thus the schools be-
come larger.

Our School started thirty five years back, has just begun
to leave its childhood behind. It is still in the early years of its
youth. Only a few years back we had very few extra-curricular
activities. Now there is a wide scope for students to develop their
various talents. Life is much richer now. We can run and jump,
sing and dance, paint and climb, speak with our tonges and use our
fists all under the guidance of qualified teachers. All these imp-

rovements show how our school has grown and will grow in the
future.

Some have stil] misgivings. They say our school is situated
in an inconvenient and conjested place. But we know how they
will be turned to advantage by those shaping the destiny of our
school. We are lucky that a motor-garage, a school of motoring
and a soda-factory are in the vicinity of our school. Within some
years they may become part of our school, when they will help in
giving an industrial training to the students. A knowledge of
motor mechanics wil] be very helpful in manipulating modern agri-

4
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in the future in agricultural

be turned out many motor-
s in other fields of

chinery, extensively used
and. Here will
thers who will be pioneer

cturing of goods.

-cultural ma
‘production of the isl
-engineers and many 0
‘engineering and the manufa
hin a quarter mile of our school
nable our students to do real serious research work in Botany
and Zoology. Many will go out having acquired a knov’vle.dge
of .scientific and mechanised farming. With the Jaffna man’s 1ns-
tinct for co-operative work they will show people in other Parts of
the island how to run collective farms and to tap the agll"lcultural
possibilities of the island. There will be bigger yields, increased
uction and a richer variety of useful crops grown in Ceylon.

The fields which lie just wit

will e

prod

With the lagoon so close by aad abounding in such a wide
variety of marine life it is not unlikely that those who care to, will
be taught to reap scientifically the harvests of the seas.

The soda-factory will become part of the present home ma-
nagement section where our girls will be taught the science and art
of making home life and social life brighter. The Civil Hospital
close by will afford facilities for still others desirous of graduating
in medicine.

Neither will art and philosophy, the study of the humanities
:like history, the classical and the modern languages be neglected.
‘The R. K. Mission to which my school belongs has shown the way
to a new field of research—the comparative study of religions and
Eastern and Western Philosophies. There will be special faculties
for the pursuit of these studies. This was the vision I had the day
after the opening of the new school hall.

K. SUNTHARALINGAM,
Prep: 8. S.-C.

The Visit of the Premier to Jaffna

We]a’TI}:'e(I:)rllrEeé\/ngister of Ceylon the Rt. Hon. Sir John Kotala-
he arrived .,at t.he -J -f,Twas given a warm welcome in Jaffna. When
mammoth crowd vte]na R(?llway Slat{OH in the special saloon, a
SR 448 comed the Prem.ler. The Mayor of Jaffna

+ Dabapathy garkanded him. The members of the
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Municipal Council and the members of the reception committee

were introduced to him. The Premier was taken in procession

with the Government Agent of the province. The musicians went

in front. The police marched on either side of the car. Great was

the joy of children of various schools as they lined upon either

side of the street to see the Premier. On the way he was garland-

ed by the prefects of the schools and other members of the public.

At the entrance to the Town Hall the scouts formed a guard-of-
honour. Then the pupils of Ramanathan College welcomed the
Premier with a dance within the Municipal grounds. Then the
Premier was led into the Town-Hall and a civic reception was
given by the Municipal Council of Jaffna. The address was read
and presented by the Mayor. The Mayor in his address stressed:
about the century old water scheme of the council which has not
been fulfilled by the Government. The Premier in reply to the
address promised that the question of pipe borne water supply to
the town will receive prior attention by the Government. He
thanked the members of the Municipal Council for welcoming him.
In the evening he was entertained to a party by the merchants of
Jaffna. The public reception was held in the evening.

At about 5 p. m. the procession started from Kokuvil
Hindu College. All along the way he was garlanded profusely.
At the public reception which was held in the Town-Hall grounds
the Mayor presented the Premier with a welcome address written
in Tamil and cased in a silver Casket. The Premier in reply pro-
mised that he would not ignore the demands of the Tamils, and
that he would take steps to amend the constitution in order to give
equal status to both Sinhalese and Tamil as our National
Languages. The Premier’s first visit ended with a display of
fireworks at the Police Grounds.

P. JAINUDEEN,
8

The Happiest Day in my Life

On the new year of last year, I went to take a bath ina
Pond with my friend Mani. When I was playing with my friend
in the pond, we had a race in swimming. At that time I was the
winner and I came to the bank of the pond. When I looked back.

250143
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as no where to be seen. Alas! he did not rise out of the
[ was in terror. What was I to do? How
hs of the pond ? Taking courage I
swam to the middle of the pond and I searched for him. When
I was searching for kit -his ‘ hand was " seen. I pulled him
and brought him to the ban I rendered first aid
to him. Then I took him to his house. I related all that had
happened to his parents. They praised me and presented me
with a parker-pen. All the people heard this and praised me.

my friend w
cold blue waters.
am I to find him in the dept

k of the pond.

Oh! how frightened I

It was the happiest day in my life !
hen I brought

was to find the friend missing ! Great was my Joy W

him out of the water!
S. THARMALINGAM,

Jo S,

-

Our School Carnival and Raffle

The principal and teachers decided to hold a Carnival and
Raffle fo collect money for the school building. The Raffle-tickets
were printed in May, 1953. Ticket books were distributed to friends
and well-vyishers of the school to be sold to the people. We also
bought ticket books. We sold the tickets to our relations and
friends.

The carnival was fixed for the fifth of August, 1953. Our
school cliosed early on the 24th of July, 1953. For one week before
'l‘he carnival, labourers worked day and night. The ground was
a";’l‘;}led- The ‘trade-stalls were put up. The contractor for the
builtsetmhzn‘f Vje;:l‘uofn cam(i on the 27th of July, 1953. His labourers
o i f‘: -of-death” and a well for a fire-dive. They fixed

ry-go-round. They decorated the school building and the

trees inside the scho %
ol : . j
colours. premises with electric bulbs of different

takel;I‘i};eaﬁlrs:rpntze <l)lf the raffie was a Hillman Minx car. It was
5 advertisemin tofz; o}wl'er the Places where tickets were sold. It was
Sy waf s’ ot r the raffie 'and the carnival. Everything was

e fifth of August, 1953, It was the opening day.
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Dr. S. Subramaniam, J.P. came and declared the carnival open. The
people came to see the carnival. There were the science and
amusement sections. Many interesting experiments were shown
in the science section. Beautiful articles in wood and metal were
placed in the art-section.

People took part in the games of skill. The students of the
higher classes were the helpers in the carnival. There were also
the hand work and the home science sections. The carnival ended
on the 23rd of August,‘1953. The draw of the raffle took place
in the presence of a large crowd of people. The first prize went
to Mr. Chandrasegaram of the Jaffna Post Office.

We always remember the carnival days, for they were a happy
period for all of us. This was the first carnival and raffle in our
school. All people who came to see the carnival praised the
good conduct of the students of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya.

T. MARKANDU,
Horm LEE.

000

An Adventure in a Forest

On Saturday evening one of my friends and I decided to go
to the forest to hunt. At 5 o’clock my friend and I went to the
forest. We both had a gun each and a few boxes of cartridges.
At 6 o'clock, as my friend was not a good shot, I took the aim.
Af]d when the deer was stooping to drink the water, I pulled the
trigger. The next moment the deer was down. Then we gather.
ed some sticks and roasted the venision and had a hearty dinner.
But my interesting part of the adventure was not begun. Suddenly
w-e. heard the trumpeting of some elephants. We with our ammu-
nftlons got on the tree nearby. FEven though it was a dark
night, we could see the elephants as big as black rocks. They
came and stayed beside the tree on which we were hiding. We
felt so terribly afraid that we did not know what happened after
they came there. We closed our eyes and held fast the branches
where we were hiding. We heard the cracking noise of the
branches of trees, We slowly opened our eyes and found that the
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We were quite safe,

It-was a night mare !
lives and went home

animals had gone. .
We thanked the Gods for saving our

with light hearts.
G. SHANMUGANATHAN,

Form III.

PRES———

Autobiography of a Black-Board

One day a wood-cutter

I was born a big tree in a forest.
Then he cut me

came and cut me. He took me to his housz.
into planks. One day a master came and asked him to make a

black-board square in shape. Afterwards he painted me in black.
At first I was so bright that I was so proud of myself. One
day the master came and loaded me in a cart. He took me to
Ramakrishna Mission Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. All the children
admired me. They said to themselves, “What a good shining black
board ! ” I was very proud of myself, when I heard those words.
Then some boys came and took me into the class room of Form
IIT ‘C’. Then our class-teacher asked a girl to bring a duster. The
next day the girl brought a duster. The lady-teacher wrote on me
with a white piece of chalk. Then she erased the writings. I was
made use of by the teachers and students for many years. Now
a:nd then I fell on the floor. Either I must have been pushed
:;I‘:;I;rezyotnh; ysggilents,Nc;r bi] the stormy wind. Some cracks
PN c})’f i V\II was hated by all the teachers and
My pride aiso left me eIC aSS.k Da-Y'bY-daY L pama, Ny 0
the school. I remained 'therewfaS ¥ R g fhe Store-roo.ms- *
and the carpenter came to m e an«f A7 O P
penter whether I could be rZ r(?org. Pt s aid e
O ol ot T codinds T pam'e and made use of. The work-
repaired. Alas! I lay there for ever.

N. PATHMASANY,
- Form III.



My Class Mates

I want to write some thing about my class mates and I hope

you would enjoy reading it.

Though boys and girls are studying in my class I want to write
about my friends only calling them by special names.

The “parrot” well-versed in Tamil Literature always makes
fun of others. Those who talk with her must be very careful,
otherwise she would pun on the words, we use. She always keeps
a smiling face. She is a happy soul.

} The other as I call her “Lotus” is a friend of the Parrot. She
is a Mathematician, and an artist and at the same time is good in
Tamil. She always keeps company with a friend to make fun of
others. Mathuram, a studious girl can be seen with her books.
She is always ready to shed tears even for trifling things.

Nithiam, a good musician accompanies “Lotus” and “Parrot”.

She is quiet and seldom talks in the class. Pathma an * open.
mouth” always talks loud and laughs in the class holding a book

in front of her face. She is jealous of students in the class. She

too is keen in her studies. She is seen with Mathuram every where;.

Gunam a new production just packed from a school in Kandy is
very quiet. I know nothing of her. Suguna is always studying
Tamil story books. She is seldom seen in the class. She opens her
mouth always and talks aloud and laughs in the class. Little
Suguna plays truant to school. What do you think ? She cuts
class. She talks like a “Granny” holding her hands in front of
her tace.

Sulfa is clever in Arithmetic. She is present every day.
Begum is a Muslim girl. She is the first girl in the class. She
recites the poem loudly and smartly. She is clever in making

speeches. She speaks boldly and loudly. Indeed one day she will
be a leader of Muslim women.

Jaya_m_ is a Brahmin girl in the class. She walks smartly.
She is brilliant in her studies. Her friend is ‘Sella’.

'Pufpa, a new production just packed from a school in Colombo.
She Is ~open-mouth”—always talks and laughs in the class. She
too is keen in her studies. She always munches something,
She is a proud girl. I must close now. Thank you,

K. MATHURANAYAKI,
Form 111,



My Experiment in Home-Science

A1dine i Tyery mornin
e is a new building in our school. [ y g and

Ther Do you know what it is? It is our

afternoon the girls go there.

Home-Science Laboratory.
e room, make the bed and arrange all the

well-polished vessels. We girls always look forwaed ea'gerly with
¢ what we are to have after the written-tests.

excitement and joy, ' :
Can you guess what it is? It is our practical-test in Home-

Science.

For -the second terminal-examination we were all asked to
; [
The ~menu”

Daily we sweep th

work in twos and prepare lunch for six people. :
drawn up was vegetable-soup, vegetable-salad, ghee-rice, vege-
table-cutlets, potato curry, brinjal curry and some were asked to
prepare the dessert, “payasam”, fruit-salad, jelly and devilled

cadjunuts.

When I was put down for the preparation of ghee-rice, I
jumped for joy. I thought that I was really lucky. All the ingre-
dients were put on a separate table and within ten minutes we
had to have all the utensils necessary ready, and also the ingredi-
ents on a plate to prepare each dish. I ran to the table and col-
lected rice, onions, cadjunuts, plums, ghee, curry-leaves, and also
I got a pot, a ring to place the pot and two coloured plates.
When we all had all the vessels cleaned and ready in our res-
pective tables, at about 9.30 the practical-test began.

My partner who was rather short could not reach the fire
place and I thought that there should be another plat-form put
up for her to stand on and work as we were asked to have the
dishes ready to be served at 11.30 a. m. We had to hurry on
with our work without any talking or shouting. My partner care-
fully cut all the vegetables neatly and had them in small dishes.
She was careful enough not to drop a single vegetable peal on
the table. She collected them in a dish and threw them in a

dust bin. While I was cookin :
. g the rice, I burnt
‘I did not mind the pain. irnt my finger but

: I f.rxed the cadjunuts, plums and Bombay-onions. When
t e $ad1unuts‘ got burnt a bit I was upset. We worked very
quietiy and«without any wastage of the curry stuffs. I placed




R 1 e

the frying pan over the fire and poured some ghee into it.

When the ghee had melted I added the sliced Bombay-onions.

When they had turned to a golden colour, I added cummin seed

and some curry leaves. Then the boiled rice was added and I

covered the frying pan and cooked over a gentle fire for a few
minutes. Ah! my dish was giving out an appetising smell. When
I got the ghee-rice ready, my partner and I cleaned all the cooking
utensils. I used vim-powder to clean tha aluminium pans and
spoons. I wipad the table and arranged the vessels we used
neatly. I cut the plantain leaf in fanciful shape and placed it on
a plate. Then I served the ghee-rice and decorated it with fried
plums, cadjunuts and carrots. I made an artificial-egg with steam
Bombay-onion and a piece of boiled and sliced carrot (for the yolk)
and placed the egg. The vegetarians were rather reluctant to
taste it. They inquired from us whether it was purely a vege-
tarian-dish. The lunch-table was laid and all dishes were tastefully
served. My plate of gheerice won for me the highest marks.
After that we placed the vessels in their respective places and
returned to our class very happily. :

5. NITHIYALUXMY,_
Form III,

————

He who wants to serve Siva must serve His children—
must serve all creatures in this world first. It is said in
the Shastras that those who serve the servants of God are
His greatest servants. Unselfishness is the test of religion.
He who has more of this unselfishness is more spiritual and
nearer to Siva. And if a man is selfish, even though - he has
visited all the temples, seen all the places of pilgrimage, and
painted himself like a leopard, he is still further off from Siva.

—  Vivekananda.

3
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POOJA DANCE BY OUR GIRL STUDENTS
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY.

SWAMI CHIDBHAVANANDAJI
SPEAKING AT THE HOLY MOTHER CENTENARY.

Swami Yaﬁswarananclaii and My, Srislxkantlaraia]l

are also seen in the picture,



Dr. C. Gurusamy presenting a silver fray fo
Srimathi M. L. VASANTAKUMAR]

on tlle OCC&siOIl Of 110!‘ ene{it Performance.

A Section of
ATHLETIC MEET.

the Spe(‘fators at Our
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The Report of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
Scout Group, 1954

Scouters:-
Group Scout Master: Mr. F. R. Williams

Rover Crew :-

Rover Scout Leader: Mr. C. Sivapragasapillai

Asst. ,, - 3 : Mr. S. Rajadurai
Troop Scout Master: Mr. C. Chelliah
Troop Asst. ,, » : Mr. V. Karthigesu

Pack Cub Mistress : Miss K. Elaiyappa
Pack Asst. ,, o : Mrs. P. Jeyaseelan
5 » » Master : Mr. S. Senthilnathan

The Troop :-
Troop Leader :
Mas. W. Sundararajan,
Patrol Leaders:
Cockrels: Mas. K. Jeganmogan
. Woodpeckers: Mas. M. C. Saleem

The Wolf-Cub Pack:-
Senior Sixers :
1. Mas. A. Anandacumaraswamy
2. V. Suntharalingam

Sixers :

1. Mas., S. Sathasivam

2 » 9. Thanapalasingam
3. s s ingakumaran
4

»» V. Jamboonathan

This year the number of Scouters as well as the number in
all sections of the Group has increased. We felt the need of a
Rover Crew and the Senior Troop for the school, and these has
been formed very recently. The present Junior Troop consists of

6



twenty scouts forming two patrols—Cockrel and \Voodpecker. In
the Pack we have 32 boys.

school, and the Pack on \’Vednesdays and Fridays, Once in a way
the Pack is taken out for special Pack Meetings.

On Tuesdays the Patrols with their respective leaders meet in
their corners to do Scout Craft and Badge work, while the Scouters
meet to make preparation for the next meeting. Onp Thurdays the
Troop meets for Scout activities and Instructions,

The progress of both Pack and Troop is satisfactory. There
are scouts preparing for First and Second Class, Of the Scouts
who are to be recommended for Second Class Badge are the four
who joined the Troop after gaining the Leaping Wolf. Out of the
thirty two in the Pack a good number wil] be getting their First
and Second Star before the end of this term,

The Pack and the Troop never failed in answering the usual
calls made by the District I ocal Association, Eighteen Scouts,
twenty three Cubs and three Scouters were present at the last
Annual District Rally. The College Troop alse took part at the
Guard of Honour given to the Premier when he visited Jaffna,

The Sponsoring Authorities were pleased at one of thejr Scouter
being made the District Cul Master and asked to conduct the
welcome Howl to the Premier.,

The progress of the Group is mainly due to the encourage-
ment given by the Sponsoring authorities, the members of the
Staff too, through their cheering the boys and advising the scouters.

The school spends lavishly on the Group.

My thanks are due to all those who helped me during the yvear.
I should also thank the I.ocal Association Secretary Mr. Rajakari-
yar, the District Scout Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner
and thc Field Commissioner. Let us strive for a howling success
and wish good luck to all who are interested in our Group.

E. R. WILLIAMS,
(Group Scout Master)
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The Annual District Rally and
Reunion of Scouts

The Annual Rally of 1roops and the Reunion of Scouts came
off on the 25th of September this year. As usual this was held at
the Old Park premises adjoining the Jaffna Kachcheri.

No sooner had the information been received from the local as-
sociation, than we were busy preparing for this great day, by get-
ting ready our personal-kit, uniforms, camp-gear and the items
for display. A week later The Group Council met to finalize ar-
rangements for the Annual Rally.

We were all looking forward for this day. At about 4-45 p. m.
on the 24th instant, a party of sixteen scouts including the patrol
leaders and the Troop leader, left the group head quarters merrily
pushing the cart fully loaded with our requirements to spend the
night at camp. When we arrived at the camp site, the Scout
Master reported at the camp head quarters. We were then showed
the spot, where we hurriedly began to build a hut and pitch our
tent. All the scouts did their part well. Some were cleaning the
place, some were busy erecting the tent, and two others prepared
tea. By about 7-30 p. m. we were able to finish our building
operations, and were ready to join the other troops for the rehear-
sal of the camp-fire items for the following day.

After a good wash and late dinner the whistle signalled “lights
out” and tired as we were, we scrambled into our huts for a good

night’s sleep.

The 25th Saturday was a busy day, and the campers were
roused at 5-30 a. m. by the bugle call. We had to finish our
morning toilets, and other morning camp duties and had to get
ready for the camp inspection which was at 8 a. m. After
the inspection, we had flag break followed by rehearsal of the
march-past and display items. The display of Scout-craft, and

march-past was fixed for 3-30 p.m. There were three judges to
The rehearsals were over by 11 o’clock. After

judge the items. b
we found time to visit other troops that

we had compulsory rest,
were camping.

By 3 p. m. crowds of people young and old were pouring in
by numbers to wilness the display and the march-past. The
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Government Agent, Mr. M. Srikantha, and the District Commission.
er, Mr. R, C. S, Cooke took the salute at the march-past, whijch
was followed by itemsg on Scout Craft,

After the display the crowd moved on to where the camp fire
was. This was declared open by the District Commissioner., The
camp fire was the most colourful event of the day. It was 2 starry
night, The Scouters made a blazing fire, which burned brightly
till the end of the items. Oyt of the twentyone troops camping
Many troops contributed items, and curs was the fourth in order
of merit. The scouts enjoyed the camp, and by about half past
eight after the “Fire out” we returned home. The rally was one
of the best of its kind, and all the Scouts enjoyed it to their hearts
content,

W. SUNDARARAJAN,
Troop Leader,

Nagamuthu House

It is with the greatest pride and pleasure that I submit the
report of the Nagamuthy House for the ysar 1954. Our powers
of organisation and team work manifested in the sports meet. We
were the Champions in 1952 and this year 1954. The keen interest
shown by the members of the House was indeed praiseworthy.
Special mention must be made of the athletes who participated in
the meet with enthusiasm.,

I like to make special reference to our House Masters Mr.
S. Thurai singam, Mr. S, Rajadurai, Mr. S. Balasubrama:nlya
Iyer and Mr. K. Sabanadesar who with unfailing enthusiasm
coached our team. We were crowned champions in Relay and
Tug-of-War, Special mention must be made of Mas. S. Ngvarat-
nam and Miss C, Pathmawathy for becoming champions this year.
Cur athletes especially Miss G. Dharmambal, Mas. P. Cumara-
Swamy and Mas. S. Navaratnam did their best in this year’s sports
meet and on whom we depended much for our success. We should
not fail to thank the senior girl members of the House for the ket?n
enthusiasm they showed in all our activities. I wish to’keep In
record the services rendered by the House Mistress Miss. K. Elai-
yappa and Miss. L, Elaiyappa in coaching our girl athletes,
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We also fared well in our studies. We had to bid farewell to
our senior members who have left us after successfully completing
their school career at Vidyalaya. Many of them have taken up to
higher studies in other colleges both in Jaffna and in India. We wish
them all success in their educational career. Before I conclude
this report I would urge the members to be more energetic and to
take great interest both in studies and in sports and to make next
year too a successful one. I .wish to thank the other House
Masters, the Physical Instructor, and other members of the House
for the kind co-operation they gave in all the activities of the

Nagamuthu House,
S. NAVARATNAM,

House Captain

Vipulananda House

It is with great pleasure that I submit the report of the Vipu-
lananda House for the year 1954. The period under review has
not been a remarkably successful one. Inspite of the able guidance
our team came third in the Inter-House Athletic meet, and Naga-
muthu House emerged champions, and our congratulations to
Nagamuttu House on their well-earned success.

Special mention must be made of our House Masters and
House Mistresses who with unfailing enthusiasm coached our
team. Our athletes must be congratulated for their neck to neck
contest with Vivekananda House for the third place till the last
event of the day was over. Special mention .must be Irlxadg 9f
Mas. P. Jeganathan who carried away the Senior . Champxons‘,hlp
and also the cup offered for the holder of the Senior Champion-

ship for the three consecutive years. |
I would be failing in my duty if I do not thank the senior girl

members of the House for the keen enthusiasm they showed in all

our activities.

In cricket no House Matches were played this year, as the

term was short and much of the time was taken up by the Inter-

collegiate matches.
¢ senior students who encouraged

We have to bid farewell to ou
ake our green banner flutter

our members in all our activities to m

in the air,



In conclusion 1 wish to thank the House Masters, House
Mistresses, the office-bearers and other members of the House for
their unstinted co-operation and keen enthusiasm in the various
activities of the House. Inspite of our poor performance we are
able to say that we have maintained healthy rivalry in the field of
sports and studies and hope our future efforts too would be crowned
with success.

P. JEGANATHAN,
House Captain.

Vivekananda House

It is with the greatest pride and pleasure that I submit the
report of the above house for the year 1954. We heartly welcome
the new masters and mistresses and the new members of our house.
I hope that they would be a tower of strength to us in coming years.

Although our members were enthusiastic and energetic luck
was against us in the field of sports. We congratulate the Naga-
muthu House on becoming the athletic champions this year. But
we are proud to say that Mas. T. Karunayanandham of our house
was the Junior Champion in the Inter-House sports. Our athletes
must be congratulated on their most spirited peformances.

Special ms2ntion must be made of our senior members for
helping to obtain the prize awarded for the best decorated shed.
The students of our house take keen interest in their studies. Many
of our students were successful in the S. S. C. and the J. S. C.
examinations held in 1953.

We had to bid farewell to our senior students. I wish to
mention Mas. K. Shanmugavadivelu, our all rounder Mas. i
Kanagarajah, our former prefect and Mas. 5. Lay John the veteran
marathan runner. We wish them success and happiness in their
new sphere of activities.

I also take this opportunity to thank our houss masters and
house mistresses. Special mention must be made of Mr. C. Chelliah
and Mr. C. M. A. Jeffrie. My thanks are also due to the mem-
bers of the house for their kind co-operation.

[ will be failing in my duty if I do not thank our energetic

sports master, Mr. V. Karthigesu and Mr, C. Sivapragasapillai,



the prefect of games, for the keen interest they took in our sports
activities.

In conclusion I appeal to the members to put in their best
efforts to keep the ‘yellow flag’ ever flying.

K. VADIVELU,
House Captain.

Sharvanandha House

It gives me great pleasure to submit the report of our House
for the year 1954. Our pzrformance in this year’s Athletic Meet
is more than satisfactory. Our success in winning the second
place is attributed to the whole-hearted co-opzration and united
efforts of all the members of our House. Special mention must be
made of the athletes who participated in the Meet with enthusiasm.

This year we began our athletic activities with hope and
eagerness. Unfortunately in the Inter-House Athletic Meet, we
did not get the first place. Our congratulations to Nagamuttu
House on winning the championship! Special mention must be
made of Mas. A.S. Pathmanathan of our House for winning
the first place in the Marathan race this year. He won
the individual cup this year. We proudly record the winning
of the Intermediate championship by Mas. R. Yoganathan. Mas.
V. Kumarasuriyor secured the first places in the Fast Cycle Race
(open) and in Pole Vault for Post-Seniors.

We have fared well not only in the field of sports but also in
studies. Our congratulations are also due to the members of our
House on their success in the S. S. C. Examination. We proudly
record the winning of the Second Prize in English and Tamil by
Mas. K. Suntharalingam in the Oratorical contest at the centenary
celebrations of the Holy Mother Shri Saradadevi.

We cordially welcome Miss P. Sabaratnasinghe, B. A., our
new House Mistress. We know she would inspire and guide us
in the coming years for the welfare and progress of Sharvanandha

House.

I take this opportunity to thank our House Masters, House
Mistresses and office bearers and other members of the House



of the House. Let me also thank Mr. G Sivapragasapillai, our
Physical Instructor for guiding us in the various activities con-

nected with sports.

Next year we hope to keep the “Orange Flag” flying in the
front rank. Let us all “Play up! Play up! and Play the game I”

V. KUMARASURIYAR,
House Captain.

- The Inter-House Sports Meet, 1954

I have great pleasure in submitting the report of the annual
Inter-House Sports Meet which was held on the 27th June 1954
under the distinguished patronage of Senator S. R. Kanaganaya-
gam.

The Marathan race covering a distance of about 8 miles round
the Jaffna town has become a regular feature in our Sports Meet.
It isa thrilling event eagerly looked forward to by students,
parents and the public all along the route. As usual this year
too this particular event attracted as many as twenty eight compe-
titors from all the houses. The event was creditably won by Mas.
A. S. Pathmanathan of Sharvanandha House and twenty three
others completed the distance. The successful running of this race
during the early hours of the morning largely depended on the
help rendered by the police and other officials who acted as umpires

and judges.

The development of our college activities in the field of sports
was clearly indicated by the high standard attained by some of
our athletes this year. The keeness shown by our students and
the healthy rivalry that existed among the various houses were
commened by one and all who graced the occasion with their
presence at our Inter-House Sports Meet. The competition was
so keen that it could not be decided which hcuse would get the
championship till the last event on the card was worked out, I
must express my heartiest congratulations: to Nagamuttu Hou;e
who eventually emerged as champions for_ the second year in
succession. Special mention must be made of Mas. R. Loganathan
the Intermediate champion who not only \\'.on the best pgrtor.n'lance
cu}) at our sports meet but won the long jump event in his res-
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OUR ATHLETIC CHAMPIONS — 1954

5. t0r R
R. Yoganathan — Intermediate
P. Jeganathan — Senior
T. Karunanandan — Junior
S. Navaratnam — Post Seniors
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pective group at the J. S. S. A. Meet, and was also selected to
participate in the Public Schools Meet in Colombo.

The distance of our play ground from the school is a great
handicap to our athletes and those who take part in various other
games. [ hope the school au‘horities will explore all possible
means to provide a play-ground in closz proximity to the College.

This report of mine will not be complete if I fail to express
my sincere thanks 1o my friends and other well wishers of
the college who readily responded to our invitation and acted as
officials to run the Meet successfully, Let me also exf)ress my
thanks to the members of the staff who willingly co-operated with
me to make the Annual Inter House Sports Meet a successful one.

Results of the Annual Inter-House Sports Meet, 1954

House COLOUR POINTS
Nagamuthu N ' Blue 150%
Sharvananda S Orange 148
Vipulananda  Vip Green 83
Vivekananda  Viv. Gold 823%

1. A. S. Pathmanathan 5.
2. V. Parameshwarathasan S.
3. K. Vadivelu Viv.

Winners of the Marathon Race:

Individual Champions :

Girls Seniors: C. Pathmawathy N.
S. Nithialedchumy Vip.

Juniors: G. Dharmambal N.

Boys Post Seniors: S. Navaratnam N.
. Seniors: P. Jeganathan Vip.
Intermediate: R. Loganathan S.

Juniors : T. Karunaianantham Viv.

Cup for the best performance : R. Loganathan — 5.
Inter-House Tug-O-War Champions: Nagamuttu
Inter-House Relay Champions : Nagamuttu
Inter-House Champions : Nagamuttu

C. SIVAPIRAGASAPILLAL,
Physical Instructor.

19
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Inter-Collegiate Soccer and Cricket

Soccer Team

Cricket Team

A. Sigamany (Captain) S. Navaratnam (Captain)
S. Navaratnam T. Mahendiranathan
K. Kumarasooriyar P. Jeganathan

P. Jeganathan A. Sigamany

K. Ranganathan K. Kumarasooriyar
K. Gopalakrishnan A. C. Rajacone

P. Somalingam P. Somalingam

T. Mahendiranathan R. Sanmugarajah
M. Halith K. Vadivel

N. Gunalingham R. Sebastiampillai
A. C. Rajacone N. Gunalingam

P. Kumaraswamy S. Subramaniam

S. Subramaniam P. Kumaraswamy

We belonged to group ‘A’ consisting of seven leading schools
in soccer. We defeated four schools, were defeated by two and
drew with Urumpirai Hindu, the runners up in group ‘A’. As
in the previous years, our team deserves credit, for, from the way
our players acquitted themselves, we came off well in the matches
we played against the strongest teams in this group. We scored
seven points against 11 points scored by the champions ot our
group. Except for two of our team, the rest have more than four
years to display their talent in soccer. Had it not been for the
departure of two of our veterans, K. Vadivel and R. Sebastiam-
pillai, who had to leave us seeking employment, we could have
easily become the group champions. Special mention must be made
of S. Navaratnam, P. Jeganathanand A. C. Rajacone the goalkeep-
er, for the success of our team in this year’s inte}-collegiate soccer.

We are still in the early vears of intercollegiate cricket. We
played against two schools and fared satisfactorily.

As extensions to the school building were carried out during
the year, we could not devote our time and interest to inter-house
volleyball and soccer. With steps to acquire a playground close
to the school set afoot, we hope to be reckoned with by sister
schools in intercollegiate sports and games.

V. KARTHIGESU,
Sports Master,



PRINCIPAL'S NOTES

Many important events have taken place since the
publication of the Vaidyeshwaran in December, 1952,
The most important of these was the Festival of Arts
and Raffle held in August, 1953 and in connection
with this a well-produced Souvenir was published
dealing with, among other things, the history and
development of the Vidyalaya. The success of the
Festival of Arts and Raffle led to the formation of the
Building Fund Committee and as I have dealt with
these activities in the Report published elsewhere I
refrain from touching on these topics here.

Another important event was the Benefit Perform-
ance given by Srimathi M. L. Vasanthakumari in aid
of our Building Fund in March this year. This per
formance not only helped to augment the Building
Fund but also gave an opportunity to music lovers in
Jaffna to listen to first rate classical music. We are
grateful to Srimathi M. L. Vasanthakumari and her
husband for so readily coming to the help of this insti-
tution.

The Opening of the New Hall marks another land
mark in the history of the Vidalaya. We are deeply
thankful to all the ladies and gentlemen who helped
to make the Opening Ceremony and the allied function
—the centenary celebrations of Sri Sarada Devi, the
success they were. Our special thanks are due to
Srimath Swami Asanganandaji, who made all arrange-
ments for these functions before he left the Island.

We did not make any appeal for donations in
connection with the Opening Ceremony but some were
good enough to come forward of their own accord to
help the institution. Mr. N. Ragunathan, an old student



and Proprietor of Lingam & Son, Jaffna, made a con-
tribution of Rs. 500/- towards the Electrical Fittings
of the Hall, Mrs. Bhuvaneshwary Selvadurai, another
old student has presented a set of brass lamps to the
shrine, and Mr. Kasilingam of Kathiravel & Co., pre-
sented a basket of flowers which he specially got down
from India for the opening ceremony.

Greater facilities have been provided for the
Science Department during this period. A Biology
Laboratory has been built and a gas plant has been
installed. Equipment worth over Rs. 10,000 has been
added. A new Domestic Science Laboratory has been
built and fully equipped.

Considerable additions have been made to the
Library and it has been put in charge of a full-time
Librarian in the person of Mr. R. Mailvaganam.

A well ventiliated room with suitable furniture
has been provided for the Staff. This has been a long
felt need.

There have been a few changes in the Staff during
this period. Mrs. V. Suriyakumaran was tranferred
to Batticaloa as the Principal of the Ramakrishna
Mission Girls’ School there. This transfer was effect-
ed in order to enable her to join her husband who had
been transferred to Batticaloa. The association of Mr.
and Mrs. Suriyakumaran with the institution will
always be remembered for the part they played in
making the Festival of Arts and Raffle a success. The
place of Mrs. Suriyakumaran was taken by Mr.
P. Elanganayagam, B. A. (Trained) who had earned a
reputation as a capable and conscientious teacher,



. Mr. P. K. Kannupillai, who was for a time our
Biology teacher, left us and his place was taken by
Mr. T. Paramsothy, a Ceylonese DBiology graduate.
The place of Mrs. Arumugarajah was taken by “Miss
L. Elaiyappa. Rev. Sasanawisuddhi, Miss N Murucesu
and Miss P. Thamotheram left us during this perlod
and their places were taken by Rev. Saddhananda
Thero, Miss A. Ahilesar and Mrs. V. Mathuralingam.

The Staff has been considerably strengthﬂéned by
the addition of the following members:-. Miss P. Saba-
ratnasinghe, B. A.,, Mr. K. Sipanadesar, B. A.. Mr.
M. Paramanathan B.Sc., Mr. V. Ramakrishna, Tantil
Trained and Mr. S. Kumarasunyqr Tamll Traméd
and 5.5 Enghsh :

Examination Results -~ 't -
Pass S. S. C. Dec.’52 ' :
1. Abdul Cader M. S. 14. Rajendram S.
2. Appathurai R. 15. Sornalingam C. -~
3.  Jayaram N. 16. Sanmugam C. 32 I
4, Kanagarajah T. 17. Sanmugam R. ¢
5. Kanagasabapathy M. (1st) 18. Sanmuganathan C. :
6. Kathirgamanathan K. 19. Sivasundarm K.
7. Mailwaganam N. 20. Sripathythasan K.
8. Markandan S. 21. Sri Vengadesan N.
9. Mohamadu Kalith A. 22. Wigneswaran V. "
10. Nadarajah T. 23. Muthusamy Of ¥~ %3
11. Namasivayam S. - © 247 Kamaladevi M. (1st)*
12. Ponnambalam E. 25. ' Punithavathi S. 7 \
13. Pathmanathan T. 26. Sivagnanasunthary’ S (].si)
27" Ni1ay anageswari B. : ' 5
Referred S. S. C. Dec. 52 Ry
1. Aboubucker M. 3. Mohamadu Abobucker P
2. Kanthasamy M. 4. *Nadarajah T :

et |\.

5. Velauthapillai 5"
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Pass 6. .C. K '53
1. Abdul Cassim M. 7. Rajasegaram P.
2. llangaratne P. 8. Sanmuganathan C.
3. Kanagarajah P, 9. Sivarasalingam S.
4. Kumarasamy V. 10. Thanabalasingam A.
5. Kumarasamy S. (1st) 11. Thiviam N.
6. Pavananthan M. 12.  Veerapathiran P.
13. Sivayogavalli A.
Referred G. C. E. ’53
1. Sanmuganathan N. 6. Rasaledchumie P.
2. Santhanagopalan R. 7. Halith M.
3. Sivagnanasundaram S. 8. Kandiah B.
4. Mahaledchumy N. 9. Pathmanathean S.
5. Mankayatkarasi K: 10. Abdul Salam M. A.
Pass G. C. E. July ’54
1. Abdul Salam M. A. 4, Sanmuganathan N.
2. Halith M. 5. Mahaledchumy N,
3. Pathmanathan S. 6. Mankayatkarasi K.
7. Rasaledchumie P.
Referred G. C. E. July ’54
1. Abdul Caffoor O. M. 4. Valesamy S.
Sarasanandavel R. L% Kamalambha V.
3. Thirunavukkarasu S. 6. Nagaratnam S.
7. Rukmany A.
4. 8. €. 1952
First Division
1. Kangatharan S. (Dist. Arith.)
2. Pattam Chetty A. (Dist. Arith.)
3. Ratnarapah. S.
4. Ramswarup L. N. (Dist. Arith., Biology, Book-keeping)

Second Division

5. Amarasingam K. (Dist. English)
6. Abdul Raheem M. Y.
7. Bazeer M, S. M,
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23,
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25,
26.
27.
28.
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Chandrasegaram M.
Elangaivel T.
Gunalingam N.

Ganesh Iyer M.
Jeyarajah N.

Jayaram K.

Jeganathan P.
Kumaraswamy P.
Mohamed Rajah M. I.
Abdul Gaffoor M. B.
Mohamed Farouk S.A.R. (Dist. Eng.)
Mohamed Farouk M. Y.
Mohamed Mansoor M. M.
Mahendranathan T.
Nagaratnam N.
Nagaratnam V.
Navaratnam S.

Salim M. C.

Sigamany A. (Dist. Tamil)
Subramaniam S.

Sebastiampillai R.

Subair H. M.

Thayoob S. M.

Thillaivanam S. (Dist. Arith. Maths.)
Thakir M. S. A. C. (Dist. Arith.)
Vijayaratnam S.

Aneeza M. I. (Dist. Tamil Maths.)
Kanmany N.

Nagarajeshwary K. (Dist. Hinduism)
Parameshwary P.

3.8 C..19b3

First Division
Arumuganainar S. (Dist. Eng. Arith. Maths.)
Balasubramania Iyer S. (Dist. Eng. Tamil, Hinduism)
Suntharalingam C. (Dist. Biology, Hinduism)
Sathagathullah A. C. (Dist, Arith.)
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12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
L i
18.
19,
20.
21,
22,
23.
24,
Ry
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.
<1 8
32.
33
34.
33,
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Second Division

Abdul Azeez A R,

Abdul Gaffoor A6

Abdul Raheem S. M.
Gopalakrishnan K.
Gopalakrishnan i

Hameed A. e

Kandasamy |5

Seyad Ameer M. D.

Shaffi N. M.

Shanmugarajah Bl ey L
Vijayarajah D. (Dist. Arith.)
Vilva.rajasingam K. :
Dharmambal G. (Dist. Hinduism)
Hakeema M. S, ). (Dist. Tamil)
Kamalambikaj 5.

Maheswary P. (Dist. Hinduism)
Sivagamasunthary S. (Dist. Hinduism)
Sivagnaneswary M. (Dist. Hinduism)
Bazeer S. M. :
Chaganlal M.

Kareem M. K.

Kulasegaram S,

Kulasingam N.

Mansoor S, 1.

Mathavan M.

Sabanathasarma A.
Satkurunathapillai

Sri Vivekanandan

Thavanathan M.

Sarojini Devi S,

Thilagawathy S.

SEY
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Report of The Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
Teachers” Guild, 1953

Office Bearers

President : S. Thuraisingham, Esq.
Vice President : S. Canthapiliai, Esq.
Secretary : S. Senthilnathan, Esq.
Treasurer : C. M. A. Jeffrie, Esq.
Librarian . S. Balasubramania Iyer, Esq.
Assistant Librarian : P. Gopala, Esq.

Committee Members : T. Seenivasagam, Esq.

V. Karthigesu, Esq.
S. Nadarajah, Esq.
U. K. Kumaran, Esq.
Mrs. P. Jayaseelan
Miss S. Velupillai

The executive committee of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
Teachers’ Guild feels glad to submit its report for the year 1953.
This committee came into office in March this year and the school
closed for the New Year holidays early in April. The whole of
the second term had been occupied in making arrangements for the
Festival of Arts and Raffle organised by the school. As such, all
our activities during the first two terms had to be curtailed, or
rather put a stop to. With the result, though we cannot boast of
many achievements this year, we have many things to our credit.
We had the greatest number of functions ever held in a year since
the inauguration of the Guild. Receptions were given to Mr.
& Mrs. Rajaratnan, Mr. & Mrs. Rajadurai, Mr. & Mrs. Jeyasee-
lan and Mr. & Mrs. Ganeshan. Mrs. Arumugarajah, Miss Tha-
motharam and Mrs. Suriyakumaran were given farewells and all of
them were presented with gifts.

Two general meetings had been held and we were fortunate in
hearing Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, Professor of Library Science at
the University of Delhi. Mr. S. P. Appasamy, I.ecturer in English
at Jaffna College addressed the members on ‘Education in our
time’.

An excursion was organised by the Guild for . the first time in
the history. . A party of eleven set out on the three-day tour and

i
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visited Anuradhapura, Dambulla, Sigiriya, Kandy, Peradeniya
Gardens, University, Pollonaruwa and Mihintale, thus having had
a glance at almost all the ruins in Ceylon. Though only a few
members of the Guild were able to participate in it, it wasa very
successful one.

Special mention must be made of the Guild Reading Reom.
A number of new and costly magazines such as the Readers’
Digest, the Science Digest, and the National Geographic Magazine
have been added this year. We have now made available to the
members 4 dailies, 8 weeklies, 5 monthlies, 1 quarterly and 3
annuals. This again is the greatest number of journals ever pro-
vided by the Guild. It has also been decided to form a separate
library for the Guild and arrangements are being made towards
the formation.

The long standing problem is the lack of an adequate staff room.
This problem has been mentioned in the last three reports and we
too had been trying to find a solution for it. Consequently, the
authorities have promised us to include a staff room in their next
building plan and we hope that we would be provided with a decent
staff room at least next year.

The executive committee has met ten times in all and this,
too, is a record number so far.

S. SENTHILNATHAN,
Hony Secretary, T. G.



Report of the Teachers’ Guild, 1954

The following office-bearers were elected at the Annual
General meeting held on 15-12-53 to function during the year 1954.

President . Mr. V. Vytilingam
Vice-President . Mr. S. Gopalapillai
Secretary : Mr. S. Rajadurai
Treasurer . Mr. K. Sabanadesan
Librarian . Mr. C. Sivapragasapillai
Assistant Librarian : Mr. T. Paramananthar

Committee Members : Messrs S. Thuraisingham, S. Senthil-
nathan, C M A Jeffrie, S. Balasubramania Iyer,
S. Canthapillai, Miss K. Ellayappa, Miss
P. Sabaratnasinghe.

Though we had few number of meetings this year than in the
previous years, the most important functions of the Guild were
carried on smoothly and efficiently. The success of this years
activities must be attributed to the superb handling of the finances
by our Treasurer. Two new English Magazines, ‘The Woman
and Home and ‘The Sport and Past Time were added to the
existing list.

We welcome Mr. P. Ellanganayagam, Mr. M. Paramananthan
Mr. S. Kumarasooriar, Mr. V. Ramakrishnan as new members
of the Guild. We wish them a pleasant stay with us.

The Guild was privileged to entertain Miss V. Vijayakula
Rani on the occasion of her marriage to Mr. Mathuralingam and.
presented them with a gift. We wish them all happiness. '

In conclusion, I thank a1l the members of our Guild for their
good will and co-operation, the President Mr. V. Vytilingam for
his able guidance, the Librarian Mr. C. Sivapiragasapillai and the
Assistant Librarian Mr. T. Paramananthar for the enthusiasm
they evinced in their work.

S. RAJADURAIL
Secretary T. G. .



Old Students’ Corner

Mr. M. M. Abdul Cader B. A. (Hons.), Advocate and Vice-Presi-
~ dent of the Old Students’ Association, is appointed an Additional

Magistrate, Colomlo.
Dr. N. Kandasamy is transferred to Mawatagama as D. M. O.
Dr. K. Balasingham is attached to the Sanatorium, Kankesanturai.
Mr. A. K. Sheik Abdul Cader, B. E., is transferred to Tenkasi
as Highways Engineer.

Mr. S. A. Sulaiman, M. A., L. K. Colony, Kayalpatnam

Mr. V. Sathasivam, B. A., M. Litt., Dip. in Ed. has joined the
Department of Examinations.

Mr. K. Sivaramalingam, B. A., is on the Staff of Jaffna Hindu
College.

Mr. S. K. Durairajah, B. Sc., Dip. in Ed. is on the Staff of
Skandavarodhaya College.

Mr. N. N. Idaikadar, B. Sc., Dip. in Ed. is on the Staff of
Kokuvil Hindu College.

Mr. V. Thirunavukkarasu is in New Zealand on a Colombo Plan
Scholarship to study Printing:

Mr. L. Packirsamy is attached to the Editorial Staff of The
Eelakesari, Chunnakam.

Mr. M. Gopalaratnam is attached to the Editorial Staff of The
Virakesari, Colombo.
Mr. S. Balasubramaniam, Unit 3, Income Tax Dept., Colombeo.

Mr. S. Thirunavukkarasu, Govt. Stores, Colombo.

Mr. V. M. Thangavadivelu, Income Tax Dept., Colombo.
Mr. S. Kangeyan, Port Commission, Colombo.

Mr. S. Balasubramaniam, Govt. Stores, Colombo.

Mr. S. T. Ketheeswaranathan, Audit Office, Colombo
Mr., S. Ratnasabapathy, Audit Office, Colombo.
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Mr. S. Pathmanathan, Collection Branch, Income- Tax Dept.,
Colombo. ;

Mr. S. Jayasingham, Asst. Irrigation Engineer, Huruluwewa
Scheme, Anuradhapura.

Mr. C. M. Ansari, Civil Medical Stores, Borella.
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. Mahendrarajah, Clerk, Royal College, Colombo.
. Kanagasabapathy, Central Bank, Colombo.

Sangaralingam, Richard Pieris & Co., Colombo.

Shanmuganathan, Forest Office, Anuradhapura.

. Vivekananda, Land Registry, Jaffna.

Sathianathan, Govt. Mixed School, Batticaloa.
Pathmanathan, R. A. F. Katunayka
E. Aiyadurai, Teacher, R. K. M. School, Akkaraipattu.

Nadarajah, Teacher, H. B. E. School, Pungudutivu. .
Balakrishnan, Stenograher, Lake House, Colombo.
Sanmugam, Editorial Staff, Thinnakaran.
Gopalaswamy, Prithivi Insurance Co. Ltd., Colombo.
Kandaswamy, Indian Overseers’ Bank, Colombo.
Ariénayagam, S. H. S. Office, Anuradhapura.
Kanagarajah, Physiotherpist, General Hospital, Colombo.
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STAFF 1955

——

Ambikaipakan, B. A. Principal

Vyramuttu, B. A., Vice-Principal

Seenivasagam, First Class Trained
& Inter Arts

Vytilingam, B. A,

Canthapillai, B. A.

Thuraisingam, B. A.

Senthilnathan, B. A.

K. Kumaran, B. Sc.

Paramsothy, B. Sc.

Sapanadesar, B. A.

Elanganayagam, B. A., Post graduate
Trained

Miss P. Sabaratﬁasing'ﬁe, B Al
Mr. M. Paramananthan, B. Sc.
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Mr.
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E.

K

Paranchothy, Inter Arts

C. Chelliah, English Trained

C. M. A. Jeffrie, English Trained
V.
5,
R

Karthigesu, English Trained
Viswanathan, H. S. C. & English Trained
Kanesan, Inter Science

Vaithianathan, Inter Arts & Bala Pandit

Miss. L. Elaiyappa, Inter Arts
Mr A. A. A. Caffoor, Inter Science (Lond.) &

7
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First in Science (Ceylon)
R. Williams, 1st Class Drawing
Certificate
Subramaniam, Tamil Trained, (Head

Teacher)
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Vidwan A. Kanagasabai, Tamil Trained
Pandit S. Nadarajah, Tamil Trained

S. Gopalapillai, Tamil Trained & Bala Pandit
T. Yoganathan, Tamil Trained

P. Gopala, Tamil Trained

T. Paramananthan, Tamil Trained

S. Kumarasurier, Tamil Trained & S.S.C(Eng.)

V. Ramakrishna, Tamil Trained '

T. C. Subramaniam, Tamil Teachers’ Prelim.

C. Sivapragasapillai, Diploma in Physical
Education

S. Rajadurai, F.I. C. A. with S. S. C. (English)

S. Balasubramania Iyer, S. S. C. (English)

Rev. U. Saddhananda Thero, S. S. C. (English)
Miss K. Elaivappa, English Teachers’ Certificate
Mrs. P. Jayaseelan, Diploma in Music & S. S. C.

bAJ

(English)
S. Packiam, Tamil Trained

Miss S. Vellupillai, S. S. C. (English) & Domestic

Science (Junior)
A. Veeragathy, Tamil Trained
A. Ahilesar, Tamil Trained, S.S.C.(English)

Mrs. V. Mathuralingam Tamil Trained
CLERK :
Mr. T. Ganesharatnam

LLIBRARIAN :
Mr. R. Mailvaganam

: YI.
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Thursday
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Wednesday
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Monday
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Monday
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Friday
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CALENDAR, 1955

Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Jaffna

FIRST TERM

10-1-55
13-1-55
14-1-55

4-2-55

21-2 55
24-2-55

4-4-55

6-4-55

First Term begins
Thaipongal Holiday
Independence Commemoration
Day—Holiday
Ma,ha,siva,rathri~Holiday
Ramakrishna’s Birthday—
Holiday
Vannarponnai Sivan Temple
Car Festival — Holiday
First Term ends

SECOND TERM

13-5-55
23-5-55

4-7-55
18-7-55

19-7-55
1-8-55

Second Term begins

Ramzan—Holiday

Esala Moonday—Holiday

Mavidapuram Car Festival —
Holiday

Adiammavasai—Holiday

Second Term ends

THIRD TERM

Third Term begins

Vijayathasami—Holiday

Last Friday in Aippasi—
Holiday

Deepavali—Holiday

Third Term ends
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EDITORIAL NOTES

The change over from English to Swabasha as
the Medium of instruction in the Post Junior classes
of English schools is the topic that 1s being discussed
on all sides today. Ever since the Department took
the step of compulsorily making Swabasha the medium
of instruction in the sixth standard in 1953, it was
expected that the Swabasha medium would be pro-
gressively introduced to cover in course of time the
entire school course of students up to the Senior School
Certificate Class and later into the University classes.

But complaints from some leading Educationists
that the steady implementation of this policy would
lead to a deterioration of the standard of education,
and. that there isan inadequacy of text books and
teachers qualified to teach science and mathematics
‘n the Post Primary classes has led the Government
to re-examine its policy of introducing the Swabasha
medium in the Senior classes in 1956 and after. The
result was the appointment of a Commission under
the chairmanship of a retired Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court. This Commission seems to be
divided in its opinion as to the advisability of intro-
ducing the Swabasha medium in the Senior classes
:n 1956. The main difficulty, they point out, is the
lack of suitably qualified teachers and text books in
such subjects as Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Zoology
and Advanced and Applied Mathematics.

While there is something to be said for this, there
appears to be a total lack of appreciation of the fate
of the thousands of children who are today caught up -
:n the Swabasha stream. What is to happen to those
who will pass the 8th standard at the end of 1955.



There will be students who will have learnt all their
subjects in the Swabasha with English as a secondary
language. With the English they have learnt do
Educationists think it will be possible for them to sit
for the G. C. E. Examination in English at the end of
two years in Dec. '57. With the standard of the
Examination being maintained at the present level it
must be latent to any teacher that this will be almost
impossible for more than 90% of the students. The
result will inevitably be stagnation and wastage of two
or more precious years in the life of these students.
Ore might reasonably ask why innocent children
should be made victims of a policy pursued without
sufficient fore-thought and adequate planning by the
Department of Education in its anxiety to yield to
National Sentiment.

We are going through a period of transition and
difficulties have to be faced, but one is entitled to ask
whether the Ministry and Department of Education
did introduce this Swabasha policy in 1953 after a
careful examination of its implications and probable
effects in the future on the students affected by it; and
even after the introduction of this policy has it done
what it should have done to overcome the difficulties
that confront it today. One is compelled to answer
that there has been a lamentable failure on the part
of the authorities concerned to view these in their
correct perspective and to take adequate action to
meet the need.

Whatever the other factors that might influence
one’s decision one should put the interest of the child
first, and hence the steady implementation of the
Swabasha policy as introduced in 1953 has to go on;
and teachers and others concerned should work as in
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a state of emergency and mitigate the evils incidental
to a period of transition.

Last year we published a Souvenir in connection
with the Festival of Arts held last August. It contained
among other articles of interest a record of the pro-
gress made by the college during the last decade. It
was well illustrated and must have provided all our
students and friends with interesting reading. The
proceeds from the Festival of Arts and Raffle have
been put to good use and today we have a new and
stately hall, in addition to the other buildings that
have been erected during the course of this year.

The opening of the New Hall by Srimath Swami
Yatiswaranandaji on the 16th of October 1954 will
ever remain a memorable day in the annals of Vai-
dyeshwara Vidyalaya. The next day saw the Cen-
tenary Celebrations of the Holy Mother, Sri Sarada
Devi. It was a full day function inaugurated by
Srimath Swami Yatiswaranandaji when lectures were
delivered by Srimath Swami Chidbhavanandaji and
others. The text of the Swamijis’ speeches are given
in these pages for the benefit of our readers. A graphic
description of the New Hall is given by Mr. L. Pakir-
samy an old boy of our ‘hstitution, who is now attached
to the editorial staff of the « Elakesari.”

We are happy to inform our readers that our
Principal has been elected to the Ceylon University
Court and the Unesco National Commission by

the Jaffna Oriental Studies Society.

The All Ceylon Oratorical contest organised by
the Ramakrishna Mission (Ceylon Branch) in con-
nection with the Holy Mother Centenary celebration
found one of our students, Master K. Suntharalingam
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winning the 2nd place in the Junior section in both
the English and Tamil contests.

We express our thanks to all those who have
helped in the production of this number. Our thanks
are due to the members of the Editorial Board for
their advice and guidance. Special mention must be

made of our printers who have printed the Journal to |
our satisfaction.

S i

Printea at

Sri Sanmuganatha Press, Jaffna.
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