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‘The Silent Sage -

P.Kailasapathy

P Kailasapathy, whose birth centenary will fall on 9™ June, has come
to be known more and more after his passing in1961, than before. For he
always avoided limelight and chose a life of silent dedication to the ideals he
cherished. He was an example of perfect self — effacement in the best
tradition of the Aryan, who represents the noblest and the highest aspirations
of humanity.

Kailsapathy was a multiple personality. He excelled in whatever field
he worked. He was known as a walking encyclopedia among his
contemporaries. Following the trail of his Master, Ratnasabapathy, he
unearthed many a truth lying concealed within the cryptic utterances of the
sages of yore. His was not a scholastic approach, though he was an
impregnable scholar in his own right .He delved into the hymnal and
philosophic literature of Tamil and Sanskrit on the strength of his inner
experience, verified the verities that are perceivable to the awakened eyes, in
his own realizations. He went on , sharing his vision, with a few of his
closest associates .Of them S.Kanapalthipillai had the foresight to keep a
record of what he had heard from the Master’s lips from 1941 to 1956. The
sayings formed the mystic collegiums that activated the inner side of, these
700 pages of exposition. Often it would darken his (Pillai’s) eyes He would
say that he was like a plantain tree that would not catch fire. Still he made
use of the gems of thought that would catch his eyes and he utilised them in
his speeches and writing, to the surprise of his colleagues.

Those who had the privilege of moving with Kailasapathy closely say
that every second of his life was like walking on the sharp edge of a razor
blade .He had disciplined himself into such unwinking viligilance that he.
was never found saying or writing or doing a thing that was not in
consonance with the Truth of his Way of Life.

The line of his sadhana precluded him from adopting any one as his
disciple. Perhaps the most suggestive measure of P.K.’s impressive
scholastic achievements, though, was his honest refusal to write about the
supernal truth of spiritual India, unless and until he had already experienced
and cstablished those verities within himself.
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Sometimes, when asked about some abstruse point he would say,” not yet
‘seen.’or have not “seen’ beyond this” Sometimes the same day, he would
say “seen a little beyond this”. About a new expetience, he would say with
emotion, “the experience was devastating, very very new, thrilling “and so
on. Sometimes, tears of joy would brim his dark,.deep eyes.

Intuition  Is it possible for a human being to make statements of
profound value without a process of deduction, concious or unconscious? Or
is all Intuition merely the reflection of sorne unconscious integration process of
the existing knoeledge, which can then lead to new knowledge and new
symmetries? For convencence we will call the first of these as Intuition of the first
kind and the latter, of the second kind. It is the second kind that is acceptable to
scientists, but actual facts do indicate that Intuition of the first type also exists,

What Sri Aurobindo said about his writings aptly suits P.K.’s
teachings: “What I wrote was the work of intuition and inspiration working on the
basis of my spiritual experience. I have no other technique like the modem
philosopher whose philosophy I consider only of secondary va lue
intellectual and formulation of philosophy. The rest may be meresting but nothing
more.”

This corpus of knowledge was not a product his brain — brilliant though it was

. Why P.K. did not write

In these matters (the path of Gnana) the spoken word is better than the written
-HisGuru Ratnasabapathy would not allow any of his disciples to write down what
he said.But P.K. did not object At the same time ,he would indicate that its is not
proper to record his words buy modern methods such as tape — recording .

When asked by a close devotee “How is it that what you say is not found in .
books (Nool), yet not contradictory to them”, he replied, “If we are to write,
we will also write like Sivagnana Siddhiyar, but we are not commanded to
write. “

Once he said,”When proper persons are not easily found to guide you in
this Kali age, the printed word is also of some ues, thought it cannot displace
the spoken word. In 1943, himself, had asked a students to procure him a
copy of * Life Divine * by Sri Aurobindo and he had studied it within two
weeks. His memory was prodigious. In the fifties, he had to ask for a copy of
“Purva Minamsa”. He might have certain doubts about solving a question of
Dharma
When he received a complete set of 12 Saiva Tirmurais, on his retirement, he
had read them with much difficulty, as his eye - sight was poor.
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