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Saluting Excellence
In our Community

Our very best wishes to
the honoured recipients of the
Canadian Tamil Youth Development

Awards of Excellence.

We are proud of the
contributions vou have
made to the community with
your talent, ingenuity,
imagination and initiative.

Here’s wishing you continued

success in the new millennium.
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BREAKING THE BARRIERS: BUILDING THE FUTURE
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CanTYD, 705 Progress Ave., Unit 40 Scarborough, ONT, M1H 2X1 Tel :(416)396-4663
Fax:(416) 396-4522 Website: www.cantyd.org Email: awards@cantyd.org

A mere four and a half years ago 14 Tamil university and college graduates set out to form an agency to
serve the growing needs of Tamil youth in the Greater Toronto area. Their footsteps were guided by their
thirst to assist and empower our youth in order to maximize their potential. With very limited means this
group set to change the world, at least their part of it. They had very little financial support, experience, and
organizational recognition.

Since the formative days of CanTYD, we have had four and a halt years of sustained and continuous growth
allowing us to better serve the needs of our diverse youth population. Our programs evolve in order to make
our services more effective. For example, last year we launched Project RANI, a program to assist young
Tamil women with the aid of the United Way of Greater Toronto. This year, we are pleased to expand our
programs with the Community Mobilization Project, funded by the National Strategy on Crime Prevention
and Project IMPACT, funded by the City of Toronto. These two new programs will allow us to create
capacity and assist Tamil youth and their families in different areas of our city. In addition, we have
increased our roles in high schools with the expansion of Project THAMIL. These programs are unique and
custom designed to serve the needs of our youth and their families in the long term.

The names and pictures of our Awards winners you see in these pages reflect the depth of commitment our
youth have made to academia, community, sports, arts and to overcoming challenges. These awards not only
represent their individual success, but the success of an entire community. We value the contributions of our
award winners and encourage others to follow in their path. The sacrifices of our community members - the
parents, guardians, and family - their investment in the future of their children is bearing fruit as our
community moves forward. We congratulate the awards winners and their families for a fine effort!

The success of CanTYD lies in the hands of its volunteers and staff. Their individual and collective efforts
shape and mold this organization into a unique and rewarding entity. Though most remain out of the
spotlight, they are the people who make CanTYD special. A big heartfelt "Thank You" goes to our Fearless
Leader/Big Brother - Gary Anandasangaree, for having had the fortitude and the wisdom to support and
guide the growth of CanTYD over the past year.

We would also like to thank each one of you for your continued support in making this event a great success.
Whether you are a funder, sponsor, judge, journalist, nominee, award recipient, or a community member -
your continued support has been inspiring in making this event an annual reality!

Anusha Srijeyanathan : Neethan Shanmugarajah
Director Director
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A single bullet escaping the barrel of a gun is enough to
take away a valuable life, a life's worth of memories, a hope
for the future, and will leave scars even in the life of the one
who pulled the trigger. Kapilan Palasandiran, the first Year
University of Waterloo Physics student, whose death came
at the hands of random violence, shook us all. To all of us
who were contemplating on doing something to help
youngsters and prevent the Tamil community from being
labeled as brimming with criminals, it was the wake up call.

*On February 15, 1998 at 7:00 p.m., 17 members gathered

in the boardroom of the Tamil Eelam Society to do
something to reduce the negative portrayal of the Tamil
youth in the news media and to formulate strategies and
programs to reduce violence and enable the development of
our youth. From this discussion arose Canadian Tamil
Youth Development Center (CanTYD). Our mission for the
year 1998 was set towards fostering a positive image of
Tamil youth in the community.

CanTYD has made inroads into the Tamil community and
the non-Tamil community. CanTYD has worked with the
news media to bring about a change in the portrayal of
Tamil youth. Partnership between the Toronto District
School Board and CanTYD has provided the volunteers at
CanTYD the necessary training in several areas including
counseling, leadership training etc., and it has also enabled
CanTYD to actively interact with the students to provide
needed assistance, counseling, support and role models to
follow. In addition, CanTYD also works in partnership with
the Toronto Police Services in working with the community
to reduce violence and promote development. Our activities
are thus geared towards reaching out to youth, the
community and other stakeholders, provide the necessary
services and to work in partnership with all concerned to
achieve our mission.

Since February 15, 1998, we have grown from a 17-member
organization to a center with more than 100 volunteers and
are ably assisted by a dedicated group of advisors. With the
tremendous support, CanTYD has been receiving from
everybody involved we are determined to successfully
achieve our mission of empowering and developing our
Tamil youth.
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Programs In CanTYD

Research research@cantyd.org
When CanTYD was initially formed, preliminary research was conducted to assess the needs of Tami
youth in Canada. Based on the recommendations of this preliminary research, several programs were
started to address the issues that face Tamil youth. In August of 1999, CanTYD launched a year long
in-depth research study funded by the National Strategy on Community Safety and Crime Preventior
to explore the issues and concerns that face Tamil youth in the Greater Toronto Area. A survey oi
high school Tamil students as well as interviews of frontline workers and the youth themselves was
conducted and culminated in the publication of Toronto Tamil Youth: The Realities in Septembe:
2000. CanTYD will continue to conduct research on a need basis to determine how to effectively
serve the Tamil youth in Canada.

Awards of Excellence awards@cantyd.org
Awards of Excellence, CanTYD's signature event seeks to motivate and inspire high school Tami
youth to excel in various fields and provide positive role models. Students who have excelled ir
Athletics, Academia, Community Service, Unique Distinguished Effort, Most Improved Effort, anc
Overall achievement are recognized at this prestigious annual awards ceremony. In addition, awards
are given to students who have strived to overcome great difficulty and also to those who have made ¢
dramatic improvement in their scholastic career. An independent panel of judges determine the
recipients of the awards. Award winners who are continuing on to post secondary education receive ¢
scholarship towards their higher learning. It is CanTYD's vision to propel all Tamil youth to achieve
their full potential.

Counselling counselling@cantyd.org
The Centre provides peer counselling, information and referrals to Tamil youth. All information is
kept confidential. Peer counsellors provide access to resources and options in general and aid anc
advocate on behalf of Tamil youth with any issues they might have.

Directions directions@cantyd.org
This quarterly publication by CanTYD provides Tamil youth with a forum to express themselves
through written contributions. Directions is widely distributed and read in the Greater Toronto Arez
and is also available to a global audience via the Internet. Readers of Directions include Tamils anc
non-Tamils who are working with or for the Tamil community.

Communications communications@cantyd.org
The Communications Team, the outreach team, of CanTYD, endeavours to establish relationships
with mainstream and Tamil media to foster better relations between communities through
workshops, presentations, and networking. The team provides support for all CanTYD programs tc
publicize the achievement of Tamil youth which in turn help overcome the inaccurate negative image
of Tamil youth in the media while concurrently creating a positive one. CAPS, the Communications
Archiving Project, aims to keep an accurate database of online and paper articles relating to Tami
youth.
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Programs Il& CanTYD
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Web Team webmaster@cantyd.org
The web team connects CanTYD to the rest of the world. Our website, www.cantyd.org has been
visited by individuals from all over the globe who have acclaimed the achievements of CanTYD. The
website serves to inform both members and non-members of CanTYD's activities.

Project T.H.A.M.LL. thamil@cantyd.org
Project T.H.A.M.L.L. (Tamils Helping And Motivating to Inspire Leadership) team, works with Tamil
youth at a grassroots level to inspire leadership in students. The program also seeks to involve parents
as part of the process. To achieve this goal, Project THAMIL currently runs the following programs:

School Outreach - CanTYD currently works with Tamil highschool students at five secondary schools
on a regular basis. The outreach workers act to foster strong relations with students, teachers,
administration and parents. Students are given the opportunity to actively participate in interactive
workshops such as assertiveness, conflict resolution, and "parents: bridging the generation gap and
culture"

Akka Thamizha? - Akka Thamizha? is a publication of literary and artistic submissions by Tamil
students from Grade 7 to OAC. Akka Thamizha? is a result of an initiative by highschool youth to
promote youth expression, creativity and originality through the arts.

Drop-In Centre - The Drop-In Centre serves to provide Tamil youth with a positive environment to
interact with other youth and older mentors. Although no permanent facility exists at the present
time, CanTYD uses community centres to hold constructive recreational activities during the summer
and school year. The Drop-In Centre participants work on several projects, schoolwork assistance,
sports, workshops, and discussions groups to name a few.

Parents Network - The team has created a Parents Support Network to provide Tamil parents with
access to resources and support. A Parents Support Network will create greater awareness in areas
such as education, careers in Canada, and the Canadian justice system.

Medai Konal - A young talented group of artists produce plays written and directed by writers and
producers in the group. They have received rave reviews for their productions with themes of
domestic violence, substance abuse, and violence presented at several community events during 2001.

Youth Transition Program - A program for grade 8 students, it aims to make the transition from
elementary school to high school a better and comfortable process. This is achieved throughout the
transition summer with a program consisting of workshops facilitated by high school students on
issues that they encounter in the high school environment i.e. peer pressure, popularity, conflict
resolution etc.
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Programs II& CanTYD
cont

Project RANI info@cantyd.org
Dedicated to the empowerment of young Tamil women, Project RANI devotes its attention to
workshops, Drop-in Centres, Girl Talk!, Mother-Daughter Drop-ins and various activities. A much
needed program, Project RANI volunteers visit secondary schools and provide counselling and
support to young Tamil women.

Project IMPACT coordinators@cantyd.org
It aims to prepare three neighbourhoods to develop into proactive local communities that can deal
with youth issues themselves through addressing the root causes. The project has two direct goals:

1.Education:

a) To increase awareness about youth issues in the three neighbourhoods through dramas,
pamphlets, videos and workshops

b) To familiarize the community about the services available to address youth issues such as gang
violence, substance abuse, parental conflict and mental health related issues.

2.0utreach:

a) To work on an individual basis with youth who are involved in anti-social activities in these
neighbourhoods to get them back on track

b) To involve a group of youth in that neighbourhood in the education component of the project sc
that they develop skills in leadership, teamwork, presentation, communication and organization.

¢) To use the identified youth to take the message to the other youth in the neighbourhood.

The overall purpose is to reduce the amount of anti-social activities in three neighbourhoods and tc
increase the capacity of the community to address these issues through education and awareness.

Community Mobilization Program coordinators@cantyd.org
The project is aimed at increasing the participation of the youth and the parents in various activities
in two neighbourhoods. For eaxmple, School extra-curricular activities and school parent councils;
increasing the use of community resources and services by youth as well as by parents so that they can
address issues such as substance abuse and health issues more effectively; increasing the awareriess
in the community about the youth issues and their consequences. Through these three outcomes, the
project will ensure a better communication at home and also availability of productive activities for
youth rather than hanging out in streets and getting involved in illegal activities.

Community Watch comwatch@cantyd.org
CanTYD works with other organizations to find effective solutions for issues relating to the Police
Services and seeks to educate the police on Tamil community issues. In partnership with other Tamil
organizations and the Toronto Police services, CanTYD facilitates the Community Watch program. In
addition, an important task of Community Watch is to provide education and awareness of the
history, cultural background and issues of the Tamil Community that will hopefully assist police in
serving the community in a culturally sensitive manner.
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Programs II& CanTYD
contd...

Finance Team finance@cantyd.org
The finance team provides accounting and financial support for CanTYD's initiatives. To run the
various programs in CanTYD, financial help is solicited from government grants, corporate
sponsorships, and private personal donations. While maintaining the financial integrity of CanTYD,
the team facilitates the training of new members in a non-profit financial environment.

Volunteer Team volunteer@cantyd.org
With over 300 volunteer applications in the CanTYD database, the volunteer team ensures that all
new volunteers have found their niche in CanTYD. Facilitating the smooth transition into this
organization, this team endeavours to make the "first impression" a good one.

Admin Team coordinators@cantyd.org
The working horse of CanTYD, this team ensures the smooth running of the day-to-day activities of
CanTYD. From ensuring the accuracy of CanTYD administration records to maintaining contact with
the’community and composing letters to service providers to updating volunteer hour logs, this team
is involved in every facet of CanTYD. An opportunity to learn about the inner workings of a non-
profit organization, volunteers eagerly sign-up for this up-and-coming team.
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MASTERS OF CEREMONY

m o E P

+ Graduated from Humber Radio Program

. sl

+ Host of Ishtyle TV, KISS92 FM DJ, and Comedian

+ Some of his interests includes playing golf, basketball
and soccer

+ His future plans would be to host an International Talk Show

OO E T T A 2 m

+ Always wanted to pursue a career in Television
+ His role models : His Parents
+ Words of wisdom to the youth:

"Don’t let anyone tell you can’t do something that you believe MO D
in...follow your dreams and do what makes you happy"

SHAR ALLA SATKUNARAJAH

+ Attends Erindale Secondary School
+ Would like to pursue a field in medicine

+ Currently volunteers at Trillium Mississauga Hospital where she enjoys
helping the staff and doctors

+ She is presently taking piano lessons (Grade 3)

+ Some of her interests includes reading novels, watching TV and music.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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KAVICHANDRAN ALEXANDER

4D

Kavichandran Alexander was born in Batticaloa, Sri Lanka in
1949 and was educated in St. Thomas's College, Mount
Lavania. He has always had apassion for music and poetry
which was instilled in him by his highlygifted mother Lily,
after whom his company Water Lily Acoustics is named. He
moved to Paris, France in 1968 with the intention of studying
cinematography. He performed in the French production of
the rock musical Hair in Paris as well as in some French
films. Kavi auditione and was accepted into Maurice Bejart's
highly innovative creative arts school "Mudra" in Brussels,
Belgium. Between 1973 and 1974 he travelled widely in
Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. He moved to
Sweden in 1976 and began working as a free-lance producer
for an independent Swedish record company, for whom he
produced and recorded American jazz artists such as Art
Blakey, Thad Jones, Wynton Marsalis and Bobby Watson.

AN B Mmoo oma A

He then moved to the United States in 1981 with the goal of starting his own record company to
preserve the classical music of Asia by recording it with the highest fidelity and artistic integrity. His
first recording for his own Water Lily Acoustics was of the legendary virtuoso Dr Ustad Ali Akbar Khan
in 1985. Since the inception of Water Lily Acoustics in1985, Kavi has produced and recorded master
musicians from Iran , India, China , Sudan, Morocco, Tibet, Turkey, The Gambia and Korea. Master
musicians of the East he has produced and recorded include Ustad Imart Khan , Professor V.G. Jog,
Ustad Zia Fariduddin Dagar, Pandit Jasraj, Dr N.Ramani, N. Ravikiran, Lalgudi Krishnan, Dr L.
Subramanium, Hossein Alizadeh, Simone Shaheen, Ustad Salamat Ali Khan, Jie-Bing Chen, Wu

Man, Hamza El Din and Dong Seok Kim.

Music from numerous recordings produced by Kavi have been featured in Hollywood movies such as
"Dead Man Walking", "Two Days in the Valley", "Primary Colours", "Angel Eyes" and "One Hour Photo".
He has also produced and recorded numerous Grammy winning American artists such as Ry Cooder, Taj
Mahal, Bela Fleck, Jerry Douglas, Edgar Meyer, James Newton, Larry Coryell, Jon Hassell and David
Hidalgo.

In 1993, he produced and recorded "Meeting by the River" with Vishwa Mohan Bhatt and Ry Cooder,
which won a Grammy award for Best World Music Album. In 1996, he produced and recorded "Tabula"
Rasa with Bela Fleck , Vishwa Mohan Bhatt and Jie-Bing Chen which was nominated for a Grammy in
the World Music category. In 2000 he produced and recorded "Nature's Realm" with The Philadelphia
Orchestra, which is the first all analog recording of a major symphony orchestra in over 20 years and
which garnered much critical acclaim.

Kavi's recordings for his Water Lily Acoustics and for numerous other labels are considered by music
lovers and audiophiles alike, to be the very finest available and are held in the highest esteem. His
unique blending of eastern and western musicians have helped create a new genre which will certainly
impact and shape the music of the future, while his recordings of purely eastern classical music help to
archive and preserve these ancient art forms that are most important for the well

being of humanity.
Wik
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her forehead. This type of practice was pronounced in
the early ages. For young girls, wearing a pottu is for
beauty's sake. However, when a woman wears a red-
colored pottu after her marriage, it warns off other men
signifying the fact that she's already taken. It also
erves to protect her husband from danger. In addition
wearing the red pottu, a thali represents a vow that
ouple has taken together during their wedding. The
first knot symbolizes their union, the second, love and
third, permanence, thus making their married life
Another marriage symbol is the metti, a
that the wife wears on a toe. This indicates
she is going to wed touches her feet for the
me, while putting the precious ring on

which theﬁ ‘can condu‘t;ﬁﬁmjr liv

we see ordel

understanding ofe
It 15 a unique and exq%‘%ﬁg _one.”
culture is known asione éf’%imgno
respectfed cultures. fmg .
arranged marriages. At
Tamil families worship and‘g& ;
their prestige than many other
western society, dating, falling, in lovs
married is a normal part of life. %@%
our Tamil tradition forbids for a man 2
to fall in love, especially if you are/a: ale. It It e < 3
known to bring great embarrassment o the gwhﬁl?ww ﬁ““’m« W&; : "'“»s%
family. Thus, an arranged marriage is *«ﬁl@'@@«mwwil"m&mg*b
respectful and does not ruin the family's prestlgé »@gg« '
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ect it." Last but not least, the issue of
dowry was not originally part of the
one after many years of practice
D of the bride gave away gifts and
th”mg%d@ug‘ﬁtéi' to help her prosper in her new

"Life offers many paths to Q,ngs& o
st

e money, but ea
Respect is not everyong %.cnp &f‘fea'
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- Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham @ & , —

Furthermore let's look at the many customs in"
Tamil culture and why we follow them. Starting
with Why a woman wears, whats called, a pottu on
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By: Annette Selvanayagam
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"Dared to do it "

On July 18, 2002 professionals, established businesses and up and coming
entrepreneurs along with their friends and associates from the mainstream
community gathered to participated in the Tamil community's first annual golf
tournament fundraiser hosted by CanTYD at the immaculate Silver Lakes Golf
and Country club.

Proceeds from this tournament were directed in its entirety towards
scholarships in recognition of the outstanding achievements of youth in a broad
range of categories from community service, to academia, to the arts and
athleticism. Awards not only acknowledge outstanding achievement, but also
recognize those who have overcome extraordinary circumstances and have
demonstrated steadfast dedication in pursuit of their dreams. These scholarships
are to be presented at CanTYD's Awards of Excellence celebration.

On behalf of all of us at CanTYD, to all participants, sponsors, and prize
donors, we extend to you our sincerest thanks for your support in
acknowledging and empowering youth to brave all obstacles and embark on a
journey in pursuit of their goals. We eagerly anticipate the continuation and
progression of this partnership and hope that you are just as enthused.

CanTYD would also like to extend their appreciation to its members on the
sponsorship team; Uma Sivaram, Easan Sri, Umesh Vallipuram, Tharshini
Kumarasamy and Jay Kumarasamy for their pioneering sprit, outstanding
efforts, sacrifice and unwavering dedication towards organizing this
momentous event. Further, we would like to thank Kanish Thevarasa, Dr. Pon
Sivaji and Mohan Markandaier for their counsel, support and motivation.

To Mr. Siva Balasingham and his prodigious son, Gajan, we thank you for your
extraordinary support and motivation.

Thank you to all and a hearty congratulation to V.S. Lamba and his team for
their sportsmanship and sweeping victory at CanTYD Open 2002.
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Congratulations to the winners of CanTYD Open 2002

(L-R) B. Basra, V.S. Lamba, D.S. Lamba, S. Ahluwalia
and the trophy presented by Babara hall

and to our generous sponsors....Thank you!

Dr. Pon Sivaji MD

Bﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬂ C&&mﬁm
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UNIQUE DISTINGUISHED EFFORT 31,

SET AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS.

MANIMARAN SWAMINATHAR
GRADE: 10

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"A man is a sum of his
actions, of what he has

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO HAVE
OVERCOME PERSONAL HARDSHIPS AND

MmO Zmyr e omexam "

Manimaran Swaminathar's love of writing poetry has already
resulted in two published works. " ... These are my biggest and
most meaningful achievements because [it has] proved to the
public, that if a person tries his/her hardest they can achieve
anything in this world." This grade 10 winner of the Unique
Distinguished Effort Award praises his family, teachers and
school guidance counselor for his accomplishments. He is grateful
for their guidance and support in fostering his academic

done, of what he can ~ Successes and overcoming his physical barriers. This aspiring
do. Nothing else." diplomat or computer engineer is currently attending Woodland

- - Mahatma Gandhi School.

YATHAVAN SIVARAJAH
GRADE: OAC

Yathavan's love of children has led him to volunteer his time to
enhance their lives. Community service is important to this
individual, who counts his Duke of Edinburgh's Silver Award as his
most meaningful accomplishment to date. Yathavan attributes his
success to his mother "who has carried me across the quicksand.
Anyone who knows me knows my mother. She is the wind that
pushes me to soar towards success." Yathavan draws his
inspiration from his late grandfather and is constantly working
towards measuring up to his standards "He was my mentor and
guided me through the maze of life . . . he was a man of integrity,
wisdom, courage, commitment and perseverance." This QAC
recipient of the Unique Distinguished Effort Award is currently
attending McMaster University, pursuing a degree in Computer
Engineering.

A By
Digitized by Noolaf§2Z¢endation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

WORDS TO LIVEBY.. ..

"A hundred years from now
it will not matter what my
bank account was, the sort
of house I lived in, or the kind
of car I drove. . . but the world
~may be different because I
was important in the life of
aCHILD..."-- Anon



ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO HAVE
PERFORMED EXCEPTIONALLY IN
SCHOLASTICS.

mrrmhxm WP

NIMALAN THAVANDIRAN
GRADE: 9

Nimal Thavandiran's academic improvement and
enrichment, which have been fostered by his excellent
teachers, has resulted in his receiving the grade 9 Overall
Achievement Award. He recognizes his parents as the
: ones who have helped him succeed in and out of school,
WORDSTOLIVEBY... gand admires their hard work and perseverance. Nimal
"Isay try. Ifwenever  hones "to become a computer programmer and perhaps
Zf;}gct:dfklau e even start my own business similar to Bill Gates." The
eATadbem Tincoln recipient of the Grade 9 Academic Award is currently
attending Birchmount Park Collegiate.

SALINI KANESU
GRADE: 10

Salini Kanesu's most meaningful achievement to date is, among
other things, coming out on top in the Future Horizons 2002
Engineering Competition. Salini attributes her success to her
family and teachers, as well as her own commitment and
determination to be the best she can be. She is inspired by her
family, who "drive me to work hard because I am so amazed by their
many accomplishments . . . I learned perseverance and wisdom from WoRrDs TO LIVEBY . ..
my family and I say that every individual needs both of these "Self-respectisthe
characteristics to attain success anywhere!" Salini's interest in rf;fﬁfﬁ?ﬁf:f the
math and science has encouraged her to set goals to pursue a career ;s with the ability
in the Medical field in the future. This winner of the Grade 10 to sayno to oneself."
Academic Achievement Award is currently attending Nelson A. --Abraham J. Heschel

Boylen Collegiate.
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SENTHURAN VETTIVELLUPILLAI
GRADE: 11

Senthuran Vettivelupillai is thrilled and honoured to be the e\
recipient of CanTYD's Grade 11 Academic Achievement Award A
and counts it as one of his greatest accomplishments. This gifted ’
math whiz attributes his successes to "persistence, hard work
and my inherent inquisitive nature, for I am constantly seeking
knowledge and understanding of the world around me. This . . .
combined with hard work and diligence, has enabled me to attain
academic excellence." Senthuran's greatest influences are his
WORDS TO LIVE BY . . . parents, who motivate him to strive for excellence in all aspects
"You can observe of life. Currently a grade 12 student at R.H. King Academy,
a lot by watching" Senthuran is working towards contributing to the betterment of
humanity. "I want to contribute in some way to the greater good
of the world."

D Z2m e oomD ®om i i

JANANI SIVARAJAH
GRADE: 12

Janani Sivarajah’s many successes include her thriving academic career
and her volunteer work for various causes. She is especially devoted to
working with kids to help enhance their academic abilities, and is also
proud of her work with various hospitals. This recipient of the grade 12
Academic Achievement Award owes all of her success to her parents. "They
are as ambitious about my education as much as I.am, if not more." Janani
draw inspiration from her father. "It is inspiring to see how much people
respect him and come to him for any help.| look up to him a great deal and
wish to be as strong as he is." Janani aims to become a doctor and is
currently working towards this dream as a student at Don Mills Collegiate
Institute

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"Every country is
my country and
every man is my
kinsman " - Swami
Vivekanada
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—$0). ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

00w e >

THULASI SHANMUKANATHAN
GRADE: 12

D

One of Thulasi Shanmukanathan's many accomplishments
includes completing a six-year bilingual certificate, making her
fluent in English, Tamil and French. Despite her busy academic
career, she has also found time to volunteer and maintain a part-
time job during the school year. Thulasi attributes her success in
school and life to her father, ". . . who was always there for me. He
WORDSTO LIVEBY . . .was the one who stayed up all night to help me with work. He
"Think before you always pushed me to do my best even when I didn't think that I
speak.”" - ~Anon  couldn't do it myself." Thulasi's outstanding performance has won
her both the grade 12 Academic and Overall Achievement Awards.
An aspiring doctor, Thulasi is currently completing her final year
at Agincourt Collegiate.

A AR E AT T R0 AR

GOPY ARUMUGAM
GRADE: OAC

Among Gopy Arumugam's many accomplishments, he regards his
volunteer work in various hospitals and other worthy causes as his
most meaningful and self-fulfilling achievement. A dedicated
musician who plays multiple instruments, he credits his success to
his parents and teachers who "have been an enormous support and
encouragement throughout the years in helping me to get to where
I am now . . . I especially want to acknowledge my parents for their

WORDS TO LIVEBY . ...

persistence on achieving my best." This winner of the OAC njwoz::;;; :13]]:::;2;
Academic Achievement Award hopes to become a doctor, and devote have the courage to lose
time to research so that he can contribute in the effort to develop sight of the shore."
efficient, accessible treatments to combat the world's deadliest - - Anon

diseases.
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ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENT et

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO HAVE
EXCELLED IN ATHLETICS AND HAVE
EXHIBITED TRUE SPORTSMANSHIP

wm:@ @ﬁ.mrﬁ')

PRATHIPAN RATNAM
GRADE: 10

m.ﬁzmr’rmm.xmw

Prathipan Ratnam's most meaningful achievements to date include
earning recognition from his school and community for his outstanding
efforts in athleticism. This grade 10 recipient of the Athletic Achievement
Award attributes his success to his parents. He draws his inspiration from
a friend who "is a great leader and an excellent role model. He influenced
me to do my best in everything." This athlete eventually aspires to
become either an engineer or pursue a career in medicine. Prathipan is
currently working towards this goal at Kipling Collegiate Institute.

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"Be who you are"

SHAKTHI SIVAKUMAR
GRADE: 12

Shakthi Sivakumar has been able to participate in numerous sports team
both at school and in the community, while maintaining high academi
standards; and considers this as one of her most meaningfu
accomplishments. In spite of her busy schedule, this recipient of the Grade

12 Athletic Achievement Award has also found time to tutor other students WORDS TO LIVE BY . ..

as well as volunteer. Shakthi attributes her success to her parents who have  "Greatness is not where
always supported her, and her older brother, who "sparked my first interest we stand, but in the position
in athletics when | was young. He has played an important role in why | am  we are moving." - - Anon
involved in a variety of activities [todayl." This aspiring doctor who weuld

like to practice pediatrics or sports medicine one day is currently attending

David and Mary Thompson Collegiate Institute.

W6
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ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENT
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GRACE THARMARAJAH
GRADE: OAC

90

Grace Tharmarajah's hard work was rewarded when she received the
Senior Athlete of the Year Award in her final year of high school. She is
grateful to her parents, teachers, coaches and friends who have
supported and encouraged her athletic abilities and desire to succeed.
She is especially influenced by one of her coaches who taught her that
"winning is important, but sportsmanship and attitude are foremost ...
she trained me to be a better athlete, but more importantly, she trained
me in developing as a person." In the future, Grace hopes to become a

O E A r W xom

WORDS TO LIVEBY . .. § : '
"Reack for the stars, medical researcher and help those who are suffering from incurable

and fall for the diseases. This OAC recipient of the Athletic Achievement Award is
crowds." - - Anon currently attending Queen's University, pursuing a Bachelor of Science
Degree.

PER FORMING ARTS

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO HAVE
‘ ‘ EXCELLED IN PERFORMING

ARTS

KARTHIGA DHARMANANDA
GRADE: OAC

Karthiga Dharmananda has achieved excellence both in and out of
school. An honor roll student for five consecutive years, this student i
devotes much of her time away from school to her dance and
community service. Karthiga, the recipient of the Artististic Achievement
Award, attributes all of her Bharathanatyam successes to her Guru, who
"helped bring out my full potential, making me push myself harder when
| thought | had reached my limits." She is grateful to her parents for their
encouragement. "My parents are the true definition of love and support.
| owe everything that | have accomplished to them." Currently a first-
year student at University of Toronto, Karthiga aspires to eventually
pursue a Master's degree in Business.

WORDS TO LIVE BY . ..
"Nothing worth doing "
in life is easy."

@.
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MOST IMPROVED STUDENT
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RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO HAVE SHOWN
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN THEIR.
ACADEMIC ENDEAVOURS OVER THEPAST YEAR.  JJ J  f\] ¢
5
DENESH BALARAVEINDIRAN ' 15‘
GRADE: 11 N
e
£

Denesh Balaraveindiran has made remarkable strides in the
past year. The recipient of the Most Improved Student
Award states that his biggest and most meaningful
achievement to date has been increasing his average by more
than 40%, thus earning himself a coveted place on the honor
roll.  Denesh accomplished this astonishing feat by
"encouraging and engaging myself towards success to show
my family, relatives and friends that I am as good as others."
This motivated student hopes to become a professional in a
career that lies in-between technology and biology. Denesh is
currently attending grade 12 at Agincourt Collegiate.

WORDS TO LIVE BY...
"Quotes aren't
memorized but
are felt."
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- OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO HAVE
MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS
TOWARDS IMPROVING THE COMMUNITY
AND SCHOOQOL LIFE

nEeEEP

m AR

KAUSIKI SHANMUKANATHAN
GRADE: 9

HAN R T M X

Kausiki Shanmukanathan's biggest accomplishment to date has
been her increasing determination to succeed in everything she
tries her hand at. She credits her success to her parents, who have
always been there for her, and to her own growing ambitions,
which were the "reasons to my doing so well. I knew that if |
wanted to make myself be important and make a positive
WORDS TO LIVEBY ... difference in this world, I would have to do well and have goals to
"Th:;fzs;;;:};;g‘son look forward to." One of Kausiki's long-term goals is to become a

*Behind evers closed psychmtrls!:, an_d n?ake a dﬁfereqce in the lives of others. Kausm
door is a new beginning." draws her inspiration from her sister, who "was always behind me
in all my decision-making and my shoulder to lean on whenever I .
needed her." The recipient of the Grade 9 Community Achievement

Award is currently attending Victoria Park.

PAMILA NAVARAJAH
GRADE: 10

One of Pamila Navarajah's greatest accomplishments to date would be her
acceptance into the "Steps to University" program which makes her a part-time
university student while still in high school. Pamila attributes her success in life
to her mother, who she describes as her "pillar of strength." This recipient of the
Grade 10 Community Achievement Award for grade 10 draws inspiration from
one of her teachers, who "encouraged me to follow my heart, listen to advice,
and basically supported my decisions." Pamila currently attends Emery
Collegiate Institute and aspires to a career in the medical field.

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"The difference between
a successful person and
others is not a lack of
strength, not
of knowledge, but rather
a lack of will -Vincent .T. Lambardi
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OUTSANDING COMMUNITY
CONTRIBUTION

JEEVANA PREMACHANDRAN
GRADE: 11

WORDS TO LIVE BY .
“Nothing great was ever ¢hallenge to face and this has pushed me to my success and to the

achieved without  place where I am right now." This talented student who believes
enthusiam"- that happiness is everything is currently attending Rosedale

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson Hejohts Secondary School.

SINTHIYA BALASUNDARAM
GRADE: OAC

Sinthiya Balasundaram is especially proud of the fact that she has obtained
enough scholarships, bursaries, and earnings to pay her tuition for her studies
at Ryerson University. This recipient of the Grade 13 Community Achievement
Award attributes her success to her parents and guidance counsellor, and is
aware of the importance of dreaming and setting goals for herself. Sinthiya
has been influenced by her Art Teacher, who taught her to "live life and take

Youth Forum in Ottawa, and her involvement as a secretary with } '
the TDSB SuperCouncil among her many accomplishmentsf )
Jeevana, who is the recipient of both the Grade 11 Community¥
Achievement Award and the Grade 11 Overall Achievement Award
credits her family, teachers and guidance counselors for her
success. She is inspired by her two older sisters and has "always
looked up to them and have always wanted to achieve the same
things that they have achieved. This way I have always had a

MR M roma m
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every opportunity to thrive and succeed . .. 'See, Hear, Think, Act, Reflect,
Improve: Evolvement™.

{1

Sinthiya is looking forward to pursuing a career in B-

WORDS TO LIVEBY . . .

Comm Telecommunications and hopes to eventually travel around the world.  "H1d on to your dreams,
_ for if dreams die, life .

THANU NADARAJAH is like a broken-winged bird tha

GRADE: OAC cannot fly -- Langston Hughes"

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"Learn from yesterday,
live for today, hope
for tomorrow."

- - Anon

Thanu Nadarajah is an avid volunteer who has committed numerous
hours to serving others. As an active participant in many worthy causes,
she strongly believes that "a community is built on the basis of service
and volunteerism." Thanu attributes her success to her parents, who
have taught her the importance of perseverance and hard work, and
"whose support and encouragement has made all the difference." She
draws her inspiration from Nelson Mandela and admires his work in
eradicating racial division and oppression. This recipient of the OAC
Community Achievement Award is currently attending the University of
Guelph, and pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree.

&
130!

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT
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RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO ARE
. WELL-ROUNDED BOTH IN ACADEMIC
el AND NON-ACADEMIC ENDEAVOURS.
£
. MAHINTHAN THAYAPARAJAH
v GRADE: 9
"
E

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"One person can make a
difference."

- Nelson Mandela

As the recipient of the Overall Achievement Award for Grade 9,
one of Mahinthan Thayaparajah's most meaningful
accomplishments to date has been helping the less fortunate
through his work with the food drive. This winner credits his
success to his parents, siblings, and "teachers who are
indisputably dedicated professionals who make the learning
process a valuable part of my life." In the future, Mahinthan
hopes to become an Aeronautics Engineer and serve Canada
through his services at the Canadian Space Agency. His personal
goals include working to make Canada "a better place for the co-
existence of many cultures." Mahinthan is currently attending

grade 10 at Westview Centennial.

PRIATHARSHY THAVANATHAN
GRADE: 10

Priatharshy Thavanathan's busy academic career is balanced by her
love of music and dance. This winner of the Grade 10 Overall
Achievement Award owes her success to her parents, whose "support
and encouragement motivated me to succeed . . . If every child has such
supportive parents, all children would succeed. Priatharshy draws her
inspiration from her mother: "She influences me by talking to me about
her life, her hardships, her successes and her failures. Her admirable
personality makes me want to be like her in every way." This winner is
aiming for a career in the medical field, which will enable her to loyally
serve both Canada and Sri Lanka. Currently, she attends Worburn
Collegiate Institute.

Digitized by Noolam Foundation.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .
"Well done is better than
well said."

- - Benjamin Franklin



OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT

J EEVANA PREMACHANDRAN

the TDSB SuperCouncil among her many accomplishments _
Jeevana, who is the recipient of both the Grade 11 Communi§AX ¥
Achievement Award and the Grade 11 Achievement Award credf¢
her family, teachers and guidance counselors for her success. She
1s inspired by her two older sisters and has "always looked up to .;'ﬁ
them and have always wanted to achieve the same things that™
WornsToLivegy . they have achieved. This way I have always had a challenge to *
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"Nothing great was ever face and this has pushed me to my success and to the place where I
achieved without enthusiam@m right now." This talented student who believes that happiness
- Ralph Waldo Emerson 1s everything is currently attending Rosedale Heights Secondary

School.

THULASI SHANMUKANATHAN
GRADE: 12

One of Thulasi Shanmukanathan's many accomplishments includes
completing a six-year bilingual certificate, making her fluent in English,
Tamil and French. Despite her busy academic career, she has also
found time to volunteer and maintain a part-time job during the school
year. Thulasi attributes her success in school and life to her father, ". . .
who was always there for me. He was the one who stayed up all night
to help me with work. He always pushed me to do my best even when I
didn't think that I couldn't do it myself." Thulasi's outstanding
performance has won her both the grade 12 Academic and Overall
Achievement Awards. An aspiring doctor, Thulasi is currently
completing her final year at Agincourt Collegiate .

ASHWIN BALAMOHAN
GRADE: OAC

WORDS TO LIVE BY . . .

"Think before you speak."

--Anon

WORDSTOLIVEBY « « »
"Some people dream of
worthy accomplishments
, while others stay

awake and do them.” - - Anon attending University of Tc@mto, pursuing studies in Engineering.

One of Ashwin Balamohan's many meaningful achievements includes
organizing various charity events as his school's Tamil Students
Association co-president. The fruits of his labour "convinced me that a
vision can become a reality with a little hard work and a lot of planning."
He attributes his successes in life to his parents who "gave me confidence
in myself [and] revealed to me my potential and helped me to bring it
out." This talented musician hopes to one-day make a meaningful
contribution to society while doing something he loves. Ashwin is the
recipient of the OAC Overall Achievement Award. He is currently
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

HONOURING AND RECOGNIZING A TAMIL
WHO HAS EXCELLED IN HIS OR HER CHOSEN
FIELD AND CONTINUES TO PROVIDE

INSPIRATION TO OTHERS.

Dr. Ambalavanar Sivanandan is a renowned social
activist in England. For the last twenty six years, he has
been Director of the Institute of Race Relations, which he
helped to transform from an organization divorced from
the experience and needs of Britain's black community
into a vital think-tank accessible to all those committed to
combating racism. He has lectured throughout the world
on racism and issues relating to the Third World and
pioneered the history of black working-class struggle in
this country. His concepts and ideas on institutional
racism, cultural politics, anti-racist education and the
economics of immigration have passed into common
usage.

Dr. Sivanandan was born in Sri Lanka but left for Britain in 1958. In 1964, he joined
the Institute of Race Relations as a librarian. Later on as he became Director of the
same institution, he was the founding editor of the "Race and Class" magazine.
However, he is best known for his own writings, which include "A Different Hunger"
(1982) and "Communities of Resistance" (1990). "When Memory Dies," a novel set in Sri
Lanka, won the Commonwealth Writers Prize and the Sagittarius Prize in 1998.

Among his other accomplishments, he has acted as consultant to a number of
organizations, including the World Council of Churches, the Transnational Institute,
Amsterdam, the Greater London Council, the Central Council for Education and
Training in Social Work and the UN Commission on Human Rights. He chaired the
inquiry into racism at the Greater London Arts Association in 1986. He has become the
most influential black political thinker in Britain. His writings have shaped the outlook
of a whole layer of black activists.

"By writing I am fighting injustice. My way of fighting is through my writing. Relations
between humans are being divided into race, class and religion by writing I am fighting
for better relations between humans."

- Dr. Ambalavanar Sivanandan, Directions Spring 2002 issue.
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PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT . 0%

RECOGNIZING TAMILS WHO HAVE
PERFORMED EXCEPTIONALLY WELL

IN THEIR CHOSEN CAREERS.

upliftment and for the Rights of the Tamil community &

hardworking and sincere community worker who has bee?
working for the Tamil Community in Canada on Prevention
of Violence, Elimination of Racism and Safety for the
various groups of the Tamil Community. She holds a B.A in
Tamil and Linguistics from the University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka. She pursed her B.Phil in Linguistics in 1973, In
1981 she obtained her PH.D in Linguistics from Monash
University in Australia. In addition to these degrees she
holds a certificate in Cross Cultural skills for Human
Service Professionals, Centre for Addiction and Mental and
* the Faculty of Social Work from University of Toronto.

She has received numerous awards and scholarships. Some of them includes the
Mayor's Community Safety Award , the prestigious Senior Fullbright Fellowship from
Stanford University , California and the Monash Graduate Scholarship to do her PhD.
She has received various professional training in her field that have contributed to her
success. Some of the training includes Mental Health Reforms, Women Abuse, Case
Management , Child Abuse Prevention, Addiction and much more. She has also held
academic positions such as Lecturer and Head of the Department, Language and
Cultural Studies at the University of Jaffna. She was a key part of the Editorial
Board of Cintanai - a magazine of the Faculty of Arts in University of Jaffna. She has
also been a visiting professor in Tamil at Stanford University.

Her community involvement includes Community Theatre Work, Elimination of
Racism through Etho racial Seniors Project (University of Toronto) and much more.
She has used theatre methods to educate the public on various issues such as
Prevention of Abuse among Women, Youth, Children and Seniors. Dr Parvathy has
also written a number of awareness articles on Prevention of Women Abuse, Seniors
abuse and Youth Violence. She is also a founding member of Vasantham.’

3
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Dr Parvathy Kandasamy's outstanding performance for

Canada is quite extraordinary. She is a very dedicatéd,
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A Walk Down Memory Lnne...
Part 6- Movie Moghuls

$.S. Vasan a magazine publisher-turned-film distributor came
into films in a big way when he took over a sinking studio in
Madras and calling it 'Gemini'.

He firmly believed that a motion picture was,
and should be a vehicle of pure entertainment
for the viewers, and little else! It was not the
g, - ARG duty of the filmmaker to educate or lift the
masses nor should a cinema house be converted into a class
room. His first production 'Madana Kamarajan' (1941) based
on a popular folk tale created in such fashion was a box office
success, and set the trend for his future productions.

The Gemini Symbol was the twins blowing a bugle and the
slogan had it when the bugles blew there was a good show !
"Mangamma Sabatham" (1943) based on a Pan Indian folktale
was a major box office success directed by the lawyer-turned-
film make T.G. Raghavachari (Acharya).

AV. Meyyappan was another successful
South Indian movie Mogul. Hailing from a
business community known as Nattukottai
Nagarathars. Meyyappan was earlier in the
business of distribution and production of
gramophone records.

He entered movies as producer in 1935 with "Alli Arjuna"
(1935) and after facing many reverses hurdles and crises he
made his way to success as producer, studio-owner and
director.It is here, a saucer-eyed comedian T.R. Ramachandran
became a star with the film. Bearing a remarkable resemblance
to the famous Hollywood comedian Eddi Cantor,
Ramachandran enfoged long innings as a successful comedian
and played here in box-office hits like A.V. Meyyappan's
"Vazhkkai" (1949) and K.J. Mahadevan's Chaplinesque film
"Rajee En Kanmani" (1954) inspired by Charlee Chaplin's
famous classic "City Lights". A new face name V.K.
Ramaswami, youngman playing an elderly man's role created a
fine impression in this film and went on a achieve remarkable
and long standing success as a talented character actor with a
wide range of histrionic ability. After nearly half a century
Ramaswami is still going in Tamil Cinema.Baby Kamala, a
remarkable tzlented Bharathanatyam dancer playing the hero's

sister shot into limelight with her song and dance numbers in -

this film. Patriotic songs written by the legendary Tamil Poet
Subramania Bharathiar were used with great impact in this
film. Two song and dance numbers in praise of the Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi by Baby Kamala poured
immensely popular giving "Naam Iruvar" a patriotic tint. A
Kannada film "Harichandra (1943) was under production of his
studio in Madras. Acting on the encouraging advice of his

i Soon, ho
- politician :
‘kidnap and beat up Ba
' thrown down a mountainsi

‘be entertaining
‘the story is a li

‘quite ornate, and she res
‘of the film. It would bé

brilliant innovative audiographer V.S.Raghavan. Meyyappan
launched an experimental production of 'dubbing' a few rolls of
the Kannada film into Tamil. (Dubbing is the popular name in
India for the changing of sound tracks inclusive of spoken word
and songs from language into another) India being a country of
many languages this 'translated pictures' called dubbed films is
commercially popular.The 'dubbed' version produced by
Meyyappan in Tamil from the original Kannada, fared well at the
box office as the original Tamil version

- Courtsey of Intamm
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By: Kavitha Ganeshamoorthy

Many youngsters face the tough challenge of choosing the most appropriate institution for their post-secondary education. Most
students and parents seem to promote enrolling in the more popular institutions such as University of Waterloo, University of
Toronto, York University, Seneca College, ete. They claim that these institutions have a certain prestige that goes with the name.
However, there is a wide assortment of Canadian universities and colleges that are also similarly prestigious but are rarely talked
zbout in the South Asian community.

For the purposes of your further education, and information, we have chosen a few universities and colleges to enlighten those
students who are heading out into the world of post-secondary education.

UNIVERSITIES

BROCK UNIVERSITY (St. Catherine's, Ontario)

Srock University boasts a friendly educational environment. Its programs have been touted as one of the best in Canada. Brock
has a strong program in the Health Sciences, Mathematics, Business, and Social Sciences. All the Social Sciences and
Humanities courses all have small seminar discussions, for a better understanding of each course. Brock also has a quality
Education program, and allows for concurrent education to those who are interested in pursuing a profession in education. One
of the specialties at Brock is that it also has a Pre-medical information course to help future medical students with the
nformation needed for further medical studies. In addition to the academic excellence of this university, the campus is alive with
academic and social activities. A former student of Brock, Stephen McAllister declares that his "experience at Brock was an
immensely pleasing one. I found that there was great interaction between the professors and myself. They actually took the
time out to inquire about my welfare. In addition to that, the Work-Study program helped me to earn money, and attend classes
at the same time. It made it easier for me to be able to financially support myself." )

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY (Thunder Bay, Ontario)

Although Lakehead University is situated in a rather remote and rustic environment, this mid-sized university offers a range of
respected programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels of study. It has average size courses in Business Administration,
Engineering, Forestry, Science, Environmental Studies, Social Sciences, Humanities, Nursing and Social Work. For those
interested in going on to be educators, Lakehead also provides an excellent Bachelor of Education program. It is also one of the
few universities in Canada to have an Aboriginal Studies program. The campus affords a friendly and comfortable environment
for all types of students. Sathishkumar Vallipuram, a former graduate of Lakehead, states that "the small program of
engineering at the university was a bit of a surprise in the beginning, but later I found that it promotes a camaraderie between
colleagues and faculty members. Diversity is welcomed with open arms. I can only speak from my own experience, but I can-say
that Lakehead has an excellent engineering program, that was extremely challenging, and versatile towards my needs."

WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY (Waterloo, Ontario)

Wilfrid Laurier University is one of Canada's foremost small universities, with a strong sense of community. The university offers
undergraduate programs in arts, science, music, music therapy and business. The faculties of arts and science, as well as the
school of business and economics, have a cooperative education option that enables students to enhance academic study with
employment experience. First-year students are offered weekend programs for students and parents, inter-residence council,
registration and orientation week, seminars and workshops on academic topics. "I found the accessibility at the University
extremely pleasing. The level of expectation and success, especially in the computer science department, was extremely high.
The professors were always willing to give me their time, and patience. Overall, the level of competitiveness pushed me towards
doing extremely well. The students and staff there were extremely friendly and welcoming. The co-op education helped me
further my contacts, and eventually my career in computer science,” claims Anthony Mueller.
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QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY (Kingston, Ontario)

Queens' University is one of the top universities in Canada. It ranks right up there with University of Toronto. Queens' has the
top program in the Sciences, Mathematics, Business, Education and Law. It has a high level of prestige and success. First year
students consistently have the highest average of any Canadian university. In addition to its academic excellence, Queens' also
has over forty interuniversity teams, fifty intramural activities, twenty-eight recreational clubs, and eight competitive clubs.
Maria Garces explains, "The reputation of Queens' is only one of the things that is great about this university. The level of
academic excellence that is emphasized here pushed me to work harder in order to attain the level of success that I have so far.
If I had not been pushed, I do not think that I could have gotten to my fourth year in one piece. I appreciate the encouragement
I gained from peers and professors. It is an extremely supportive and educative environment. They breed success here."

RYERSON POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY (Toronto, Ontario)

Ryerson is Canada's leader for relevant professional education. Ryerson has the largest undergraduate Faculty of Business in
Ontario. There are six unique Ryerson degree programs: Early Childhood Education, Occupational and Public Health
(Occupational Health and Safety option), Graphic Communications Management, Image Arts, Radio and Television Arts, and
Retail Management. Ryerson recently introduced its new Graduate Studies Faculties, among which are Communication and
Culture, Environmental Applied Science and Management, and Spatial Analysis, Engineering - Chemical, Civil, Electrical and
Computer, and Mechanical. The physical structure of Ryerson will be soon changing from a high-school type environment to a
structure that is more fitting a university. Sanjana Sharma, an alumnus of Ryerson, asserts, "The hands-on approach to the
program really helped me out. I was part of the Radio and Television Arts Program, and I found that the placements job-
relevant field was extremely beneficial for me as a person, and also for expanding the horizons of my career. The environment
was exceptionally comfortable for learning, and promotes a variety of experiences."

COLLEGES
GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE (Toronto, Ontario)
George Brown is a college community at the heart of Toronto. With three campuses at the heart of downtown Toronto, George
Brown is unique among Canadian colleges. George Brown, students acquire the skills and make the connections that will help
them realize their career dreams. The college offers a wide range of programming - Business, Technology, Community Services
and Health Sciences, Fashion and Creative Technology, Graphic Communications, Language Training, and Hospitality/Tourism.
"It felt to me that they promote a more hands-on type of education. I learnt a lot from my teachers who were always willing to
help. The environment was just extremely lively, and made it easier for learning," says Wendy Giberson.

HUMBER COLLEGE (Toronto, Ontario)

Located in the west end of Toronto, Humber College is one of Canada's largest and most respected community colleges. Humber
College offers over 150 full-time diploma programs. Some of the more reputed programs include accounting, business,
computer studies, hospitality and tourism, mathematics, media arts, technology, and writing. This diversity, coupled with
Humber's humanistic, student-oriented philosophy, annually attracts over 12,000 full-time student and 28,000 part-time
students. Says Rosie Leung "The transition here from high school wasn't very hard. The environment they create here is almost
as community oriented as a high school. I found that everyone from the administration to the teachers to the students displayed
an enthusiasm that I think makes this place unique.”

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE (Kingston, Ontario)

If a profession in Law Enforcement or the Military is your goal, then this is the college for you. The Royal Military College aptly
trains you for all facets of Military life. It is a very prestigious institution, and is highly respected for the calibre of its education
and its graduates. Academically, the Royal Military College offer university level education in the Arts (Humanities, Social
Sciences, Military and Strategic Studies, Business Administration), Sciences (Chemistry, Math, Computer Science, Physics,
Space) and Engineering (Chemical and Materials, Civil, Computer, Electrical and Mechanical.) "A high academic and physical
standard is expected of all its graduates. Initially, I found the life there extremely tough to handle, but with a lot of time and
effort I was able to raise my level of physical and academic ability to match the College's expectations,” declares Milpreet Singh.
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Suganya is a grade 12 student at West Toronto Collegiate.

Many Many thanks goes to our former co-editors of Directions
Kumaran Nadesalingam & Gobi Kathirgamanathan.

Directions members who are attending post secondary institutions.
Nesha Balasubramaniyam - York University
Rama Selvarajah - University of Waterloo
Annette Selvanayagam - University of Toronto
Vejetha Balasingam - McMaster University
Shiyamini Rajendra - University of Waterloo
Preman Sri Tharan - University of Toronto
Abi Nithiyanandan - University of Toronto
Hema Jeganayagam - McMaster University

Congradulations to all those who ate attending univetsities/ colleges
Good luck to you all!
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-« Nectar in a siev

Author: Kamala Markandaya

Category: Fiction .
Publisher: Signet Classic printing (Penguin) (2002) |
Paperback 185 pages

First published by The John Day Company, 1954
ISBN: 0-451-52823-9

Nectar in a sieve is all about poverty, starvation, and struggle
for survival in primitive village in South India, a pot-colonial
country under many guises in the late 40s. Unfortunately
theme of this book is still not out of date almost after fifty
years its been written, ironically this book is set in India,
major food exporters and milk producers in the world.
Statistically there is more food in the world than the number
of people needed feeding but not distributed efficiently to
reach those needed desperately but rather most powerful rich
countries spend billions to drop bombs on the poorest
countries ritually and leaves them destitute. Having written
this novel Markandaya is giving voice to those voiceless
people and makes their cries heard millions of miles away
and demands action.

The author in this novel observes the effect of starvation to
tell the readers through the heroine Rukmani as follows

"It happened to me too, but I could not see myself, only what
happened to others: saw their flesh melt away and their skin
sag and sink between their jutting bones, saw their eyes
retreat into their skull, saw their ribs curve out from under
the skin; and what withered the young bore doubly hard on
the old and they were emaciated twice over."

Rukmani is the heroine of this beautiful poignant novel. What
could be so beautiful about poverty and starvation? Without a
doubt, Rukmani's courage and bravery and the way she tells
her story that touches the very core of the reader.

Rukmani gets married when she's twelve to a tenant farmer,
as a child bride. Her husband Nathan was a poor match; her
family married her below her. She was the eldest daughter of
a head of the village. Who became poor by giving dowry to his
three daughters, Rukmani was without beauty and dowry,
Nathan was poor in everything but love. Rukmani soon learns
to plant seeds and reaps, earn a living, and make a home
along with her husband and become the center of the
household. She bore her husband Nathan a beautiful baby
girl, named her Irawaddy after a river. Wealth of her beauty
will not prevent her being a liability therefore they wanted
assets to assists them with their farming and care for them

when they grow old rather than rob them of everything they

have in the name of dowry.

'Nature is like a wild animal that you have trained to work
for you. So long as you are vigilant and walk warily with
thought and care, so long will it give you its aid; but look
away for an instant, be heedless or forgetful, and it has you
by the throat.'

This is a passage in the in novel where Rukmani's optimism
proclaims her hope and certainty of continuity by keeping
nature under her control she believes nothing can beat
human effort and challenge.

Markandaya brings the primitive village in south India into
live and those people in it by creating unforgettable
characters like Kenny, a doctor from the west who chooses to
serve poor Indians with whom he has a love hate relationship.
He leaves for homeland England when he can't take anymore
of their superstitions and believes but he comes back soon
after, his relationship with them is complex but mutual
understandings and acceptance of the difference is there,

Kunthi is a character Markandaya introduce in this novel for
more than one reason. She is Rukmani's friend but later
become the enemy and a measure to test Rukmani's marriage
that makes the marriage stronger in an ironical way.

With Kenny's help Rukmani bore Nathan five sons. In the
mean time she finds a good match for Irawaddy but her
husband send her back to her mother when he waited long
enough and discovered that she is barren and no use to him if
she can't give him sons. Rukmani takes her to Kenny to seek
help but she finds out that she is going to become a mother
once again. Irawaddy becomes depressed; all she managed
was staring at the empty horizon day after day.

When Rukmani's eldest son Kuti was born, Irawaddy's world
brightened up and she took him under her wings as if he was
her own child.

Industrialization takes sons away from the farms to mush of
Nathans' and Rukmanis' dislike. A new tannery in the village
promised good wages and jobs, Rukmani's sons Thambi and
Arjun make it clear to their parents of their preference to
work for the tannery rather than the farm. They earned
enough money, which proved Rukmani that she was wrong
about the tannery and her sons earned her enough to feed the
whole family, It didn't last long. Thambi and Arjun were at
loggerheads with their bosses for demanding more money for
their work and replaced so they decided to take up jobs in the
Island of Ceylon in the tea plantation despite their parents'
disapproval and they left their parents and the farm for good.

Kenny helps Rukmani's third son Murugan to find a job in
the city to work as a servant to a doctor.

He took Selvam the fourth son to work on a new hospital
building that he builds to help the poor and Selvam accented
the offer as a blessing but also worked with his father when
he could on the farm.

@
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Good Yarns . . .

Monsoon destroyed their livelihood then the drought followed
&¥ famine.

Landowner was constantly pestering them for what they owe
=mem for the land, Rukmani sold pots and pans and garments
2= pav him. Endeavor begins to thrive on this poor family like
#=v other in their village when there was nothing left to eat.

I= this passage below Rukmani describes ultimate pain of
t=mger

“Sometimes from sheer rebellion we ate grass, although it
2 ways resulted in stomach cramps and violent retching. For
~unger is a curious thing’ at first it is with you all the time,
=zking and sleeping and in your dream, and your belly cries
=t insistently, and there is a gnawing and a pain as if your

w=rv vitals were being devoured, and you must stop it at any

sost. and you buy & moment's respite even while you know

snd fear the sequel. Then the pain is no longer sharp but duli;.

and this too with you always, so that you think of food
“mes a day and each time a terrible sickness assails you
seczuse you know this you try to avoid the thought, b
cznnot, it is with you. Then that too is gone, all
iesire, only a great emptiness is left, like the sky, lik
= dmught, and it is now that the strength drains
Lmbs, and you try to rise and find you cannot, or to
water and your throat is powerless, and both the s
e effort of retaining the liquid tax you to the u

Zukmani's depiction of hunger is not hard to co
= 1t often enough on our television's screens.
=ot only making the story more poignant but al
“= become more aware of the inconsistencies of
:== leaves the rest up to the reader's
s=zgzination to change the world. While readmg
souz become Rukmani and a mother whose strugp
=it and you feel a lump in your throat and unsab
o~v when you can't save Kuti from starva i
suddenly there is light end of the tunne
Secomes a prostitute to earn enough mone;
Tou feel a kind of relief when this hap
mothing standing in her way of
selflessness.

Kunthi is a prostitute unlike Rukmarii
easier option to keep herself and her far
character you end up sympathizing wi

career well before the famine when people had other than
hunger on their mind and she confronted Rukmani with her
philosophies and defended herself. Nathan steals the last
stock of rice Rukmani buried in a secret place to feed Kunthi's
children whom he fathered. Rukmani forgives him and she
would loose nothing she has at any cost when what she has is
so little.

Irawaddy's wages fed Kuti but later she gave birth to a son
who was an object of curiosity for the villagers who had pink
skin and too different to be accepted as normal. Kuti lost his
sight and later died of malnutrition despite his beloved
sister's ultimate attempt save him.

This novel iz divided into two parts; Book one ends when
' uddenly blessed them with a good harvest everything
].for a while until they were forced to leave their
i and Nathan left for the city to live with their

k them forever on a bullock-cart and they got
ke matters worse they got robbed. They meet
he couple to trace Murugan's whereabouts
with the news that he left the city. They
ple; Nathan gets weak and Rumani care
Puli is an orphan with no fingers on his
ew how to negotiate his way through
street from birth, he met enough
and wisdom guide him to earn him
ni and Nathan grow fond of Puli,
s them the strange ways of the

where they could get a job of
money to eat and return back
ugh money. Nathan fell ill

in the Art and
. She is also
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Interview with Dr. A. Sivanandan

continued...Part2

Imterview with Dr. A. Sivanandan - Pa
ov Gowry Selvaratnam

nowhere to'go, so I opened the library to all these kids from off
the streets and pepple from these groups. They wanted to
understand w tﬁe hell was going on around them. They
v%anted lmowg out the ampact of the immigration acts. Why
were they being @iscriminated against in schools and jobs? Why
ere black children &spé:porho&tely receiving educationally
uhnofmal scﬁoolmg? ere can we read Malcolm X, his
gs ﬁreh't in the pgblic libraries? They had all these
ons, sg I began to @ the jourdals and newspapers that
d answer them. Iw gt fo&{lals from Third world
out ﬂﬁﬁm' tnam pendt-Indochina, about the

- 0

L

Ambalavanar Sivanandan camg_ __to Britain ﬁi&m §;n Lmka (then

]
0 pr{mde this literature in the

: people fidm these various
‘the-Institute was closed. I
provide the material they
m the streets, gave me
“wis a.two-way process:
literature and they were

An

own;-the '

=istory, marginal-man p

ics_of anmti-colonialism: the
@p,m:.dersta.n&ng of the

i his éﬁﬂnﬁy .These kids:were giving me an
mnd_erstan&m dfwhat was going on gnd I began to get involved

2 ‘Worldhas 3 been lost to view in the last 15 or 20 years -
.0 wew in:t}ig" deliberations of the Left because in today's
Hictories,.the low-paid workers who do the dirty jobs are

P

] ére in the Third World and not here in public view
‘here’ only-as invisible migrant sweatshop and service
: The:Left in the West has failed to understand the
@ &anges%ﬁ’ﬁ?gmngon in terms of the qualitative leap in the

days a.n&”yo?;: magazu;e
Race and’ Class and héw thﬁt changed the

4- T was the lﬁ)ranan axid the lnbrw was ohly opep to members. _; movements of women, blacks, gays, green, etc, as the
-‘ the Institute and- its ‘council. 'Iﬁ"us was_a period of political 5 agénts f change and treat the Third World as an object of
activity on the streets, with grassroqts grm%s such as the Black % Westerg cha
Panthers, Black Eagles and various other self-hélp groups 3
emerging. They were asking all sorts of questions and they had

of the interview in upcoming issues of
Directions!
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Hard work and determination may be the

punter Point

Success! Ahh, there is a word that is in every youngster's
=und today! But how does one achieve this aspiration? The
=wonty would pronounce that the means to success is an
education and further reveal education to be the completion
¢ 2 college or university degree. Of course this is quite
comprehensible. Education never goes to waste. However,
e education we are contemplating is something that costs
comsiderably more than a few hundred dollars. On average,
: vezr of university education costs, at least $5,000, and that
wanslates to $20,000 for four years. Who said money grows
o wrees? Yes, there are government loans, grants, and
scholarships, but how about countries where there is little of
“ms 0 go around, or for those who do not have the top
—arks required to qualify for a scholarship? So, while not
cveryone can get a diploma or a degree, this does not
=ecessarily mean the rest are unfortunate. "Where there is a
sl there is 2 way."

= thing you have to keep in mind is that when you receive
wgher education, you become more knowledgeable and
wnether you are intelligent or not has little to do with getting
: post secondary education. One who is intelligent will
==main intelligent, while one who is less knowledgeable can
secome more knowledgeable through life's experiences and
scli-learning.  Getting ahead in life requires genuine hard
work and ample time, but it does not necessarily matter that
you be the next Einstein. You will learn on your every
smiempt, when you learn to recognize what was at fault on
the previous attempt.
There are numerous ways to get ahead in life, especially
bving night here in Canada, where the opportunities are
countless. First of all, you must discover what you ate good
at or even intetested in, and what is that motivates you.
You may have an artistic talent, have a business instinct,
people skills, leadership skills, or are innovative, etc. Keeping
this in mind, now decide what you see yourself as in the

future. If you're not able to make the decision right away,

only necessity for SUCGESS!
Shiyamini Rajendra

take your time. Regardless, start planning slowly but surely.
When you are planning, make sure your goals are specific,
measurable, action-oriented, realistic, and setiously take into
account the amount of time you need to spend to achieve
your goals.

Getting a part time job revolving around that field of
interest may be one of the best ways to begin. Another
option is through volunteering. You never know where it
will take you.

remember is when you have plan for your future; you must

Just keep your goal in mind. Something to

not leave room for any distractions. These distractions can
come in many forms; the objective is to get yourself
recognized for the good qualities and special skills you have.
You have to possess the eagerness to learn and prove
yourself. Take Kavingnar Kannadhasan for example, he
only completed 8th standard (grade 7) yet he wrote novels,
biographies, religious works, commentaries, poetry and .
plays and received great recognition. In some cases even if
you do not know the ABC's of the language, it is quite
possible to become literate through voluntary learning.
Once again, make sure you don't have second thoughts and
loose confidence in yourself, because no one can guarantee
everything will turn out favorably the first time. Even those
who graduate from college or university don't have a
hundred percent assurance that their degrees or diplomas
will secure a decent job. In fact, the unemployment rate
after six months of graduation for postsecondary graduates
for the current year is 5.5%.

Higher education may lead to success, however it is also
possible to earn a decent living or to make your mark in this
world when you have a goal and are determined to work
hard to reach that goal. As you are on your journey to make
your dream a reality, make sure you don't waste too much
time because your time is precious. Be WISE (Willpower,
Initiative, Stamina, Enthusiasm) and soon you'll be at your

destination!
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Higher Education Leads

fﬁ&%ﬁap Point

Is higher education the only way to achieve success? Before
one can answer this question, one must define success. In
today's society, success has become an alternate term for
money. An individual's success is rated by how much money
he/she earns. This is only half true. Real success is two-
fold, half of which is financial success. The other half is
social success. For one to be truly successful, both elements
must be present in one's life. The best way to accomplish
this is through higher education.

Financial success is definitely necessary for one to sutvive in
this world. One needs a continuous flow of income, high
enb;zgh to meet the standard of living in western society. A
higher education will provide this soutce of income. For
example, according to Statistics Canada, the average salary of
a person with a university degree is $42,054. Professionals
such as engineers, doctors and lawyers have salaries ranging
from $60, 000 to $300 000 and more.

individuals with college education/vocational training earn

Comparatively,

an average of $25, 838, while high school graduates earn an
average of $22, 846. This is not to say that people without
degrees don't earn six figure salaries. Those who do are
mostly entrepreneurs, and they are usually a minority.  Very
few entrepreneurs succeed financially because over 90% of
all business start-ups fail within the first five years in Canada.
It is even less likely for people without highet education to
climb the corporate ladder into middle and upper
management positions that have high earning potential.

More often than not, management positions require a degree

ot diploma with significant work experience. Consequently, '

people who forfeit a higher education are limiting
themselves when it comes to career advancement. It is also
much easier for an individual with a higher level of
education to find a job than an individual without it. Most
companies now require employees to have
diplomas/degtees for jobs that didn't require them fifteen

years ago. Employers realize that wotkers with a higher leve

to True Success

Vasheeharan

of education are capable of adapting to, and remaining
competitive, in a rapidly changing technology-driven market.
Financial success is only 50% of true success. The other

50% is social success.

Social success of an individual is rated by how he/she is
viewed by society. Status and respect are two entities that
are bestowed upon an individual by society. Everyone is
part of the social fabric, and whether they like it or not,
society labels them. These labels tend to stick with one for
his/her lifetime, and can bave profound affects on their
individual lives. In most societies, Tamil society in particular,
higher status is attained by higher education. When one
indulges in a conversation with a Tamil elder, one of the
first questions that get asked is: "What are you studying?" or
"What university do you want to go to?" 1f you respond
with answers such as "Medicine”" and "U of T", you get
positive reactions. If you say you want to be a "Bus Driver",
you're usually going to get a negative reaction. These
reactions are actually society passing out judgements on you.
Personally, one might think driving a bus is suited for
him/het, but Tamil society has been structured in such a
way that higher education brings higher status and respect.
Similarly, higher education brings social recognition on an
international level. For example, If a doctor from a thifd
wotld country and a millionaire from a third world country
came to Canada, how would they be viewed? A doctor will
still be a doctor, while the currency exchange rate will
determine if the other individual is still a millionaire. A
degree/diploma is not affected by economical, political,
cultural or religious changes. Higher education has no
boundaries. Finally, on an individual level, higher education
brings greater personal satisfaction and a sense of
accomplishment and pride. This is evident when one writes
professional designations, such as Dr, PEng, and CA beside
one's name. 1 don't know anyone who writes dollar signs

beside his/her name, do you?
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of Tomntn. She then ente:
msiitution, and is now a
thing about entering law
from any backgroun Anusha Aruliah
school with the LSAT Lawyer
parents were very:

Siri Velauthapillai
Development Engineer

r-adnatc from the Univers
completed his Bachelor of :
Computer Engineering. As with 14
Siri's dream at a young age was to b

However, throughout the years he
the reality that such a career would neveig
interest towards computers began to gr
received his very first computer as a young
began playing many computers games, fiddl
with his device constantly, and was quickly a
adapt to it. Through his high school years he cam
realize that he was interested in the computer field. H
parents encouraged him at all times and were very
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proposals will be ins rumentaJ in achieving that end. 2B g,mmeurra:aﬂam a,g,qm LM TesTesTen
pwen Senalsd YBnasme oo s Geist.
Jathishinie Jegathiswaran is an O,A.C. student at Woburn

& ik
sl

Senthuran Vettivelupillai is ¢ grade i1 student at R.H.
King Academy
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City of Toronto
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PERSONAL FINANCIAL SERVICES

Mortgages
Credit Lines
= RRSPs
Gm.“u"m . Investments
sursisSludlest Car Loans
Cremeusem 6L
U!Dﬂ.‘ﬂ Scarborough
GLosv é] SLOTS MOHAN SUNDARAMOHAN :416 751-2791
. SHARMINI KATHIR 1416 291-0511
SifleusnH(E ROHINI JAMES . 416 461-5897
LI‘E.IEGU’)GTI SHAN NITHIANANDAN -416 8-6587
sur Geum FBmTLd i

Toronto
RAJ KARUNAKARAN : 416 497-1536

BUSINESS BANKING SERVICES

Operating Loans
Small Business Loans
Credit Lines
Equipment Financing

MIKE AHILAN : 416 974-3398
NOCHUR RAMANATHAN  :416 9744768
SIVA NADESAN : 416 510-5515

M RBC
% Royal Bank-

RBC]

Make the most of your dreams™

TM Trade-marks of Royal Bank of Canada
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KAS = KADE

Linen Services

Kas-Kade linen Services is Canada's leading
independent commercial laundry and linen service
who are passionate about providing
the best laundry services.

20 Ripley Ave. - Tel:  (416) 604 - 4217
Toronto, ON Fax: (416) 604 - 9709
M6S 3N9S ' Cell: (416) 230 - 1548

www.kas-kade.com E-mail: kannan@kas-kade.com
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