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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

It is estimated that there are more than ten thousand Tamils living in and
around London. More than half of them are.children who arrived in the United
Kingdom within the last seven or eight years. The environment in which the Tamil
children of this country live is such that they barely have the time or the
opportunity to learn their language and litcrature or imbibe and practise their
culture. Though there are many Saturday/Sunday schools in the London and
greater London areas run for the benefit of the Tamil children by public spirited
Tamils yet the kind of instruction given there s, at  best, minimal and
uncoordinated.

Bearing these short-comings in mind, Mr. Sriskandarajah started writing
the literary articles contained in this book with a wview to introducing the Tamil
children to their rich heritage. When they were serialised in an Lnglish fortnightly
called “Tamil Voice International” they were well received. 1 am pleased to have

the privilege of publishing those articles in the form of a book now.

Mr. Sriskandarajah has been known to me for more than two decades as
an eloquent-speaker and a prolific writer. He has two books to his credit published
during the time he was working as & Senior Assistant Legal Draftsman in the
Ministry of Justice, Sn Lanka. This is his third. There are a few more, in the
pipeline.

Mr. Sriskandarajah, who is a regular contributor to many Tamil and
English newspapers and magazines published by the Tamils in this country, has
established himself as a forceful writer and critic on matters relating to Tamil
literature and Tamil culture.

He deserves the support and the cooperation of all for the commendable
service he continues to render to the Tamil community. T am hopeful that the
Tamil speaking population the world over will welcome this publication and
encourage him to continue his services to the Tamil community at large.

N. JOTHY,

A. J. INTERNATIONAL,

27, Undercliff Road,

01:05-1993 London, §E13 77U,
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FOREWORD

by
Prof. A. Jeyaratnam Wilson

Mr, S. Sriskandarajah, a lawyer by profession
and a researcher by nature, has given us in this book
an original and accomplished interpretation and
commentary of pertinent sections of the sacred Kural
by Thiruvalluvar, the quintessential Tamil poet of
universal virtue.

Thiruvalluvar’s genius influenced Tamil classics
of the genre of Puranaanooru (there is a quotation in it
from the Kural), Silappathikaaram (there are two
quotations) and Manimaekhalai (one quotation). There
was not an area of life itself which this glorious poet,
who wrote some time between 100 B.C. and 300 AD,
did not probe. Thiruvalluvar has been called a divine
teacher and his Kural, "The ethical Bible of the Tamil
people".

Mr. Sriskandarajah has in pellucid language given
us his thoughts of those verses of the Thirukkural
which impinge most commonly on our daily lives.
Mr. Sriskandarajah has placed his observations in a
contemporaneous context. In doing so, he has poured
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into our lives a stream of consciousness which we
might not have otherwise realised. Thiruvalluvar is a
poet for all seasons and Mr. Sriskandarajah’s work
without a doubt indicates to us the worth of the great
Kural in the historic times of our modern age.

I wish to congratulate Mr. Sriskandarajah for the
grace and dignity with which he has carried out this
assignment.

Department of Political Science,

UniversityofNewBrunswick,

Fredericton, NewBrunswick,
Canada.
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