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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES

We are dedicating this num-

ber as a memnto to Mr. M. A.
Nadarajah, a distinguished Old
Boy of our College, who is no

more with us. He is one of the
‘ Veterans’ among our alma mater.
He retired with honours from
Government Service, rising to the
highest grade in the Finance
Ministry as an accountant. A son
of the soil of Kokuvil he always
had the interest of his old school
at heart. The past Principals of
the school found him a tower of
strength. He always kept an
“open” house at Wellawatte for
Committee meetings of the O. S. A.
(Colombo Branch). He always
treated us sumptuously to delica-
ciesand a “ Grand” tea. Though
my Association with him was brief
yet 1 was able to realise his ster-
ling qualities of head and heart
which have endeared him to all

of us. May his soul rest in peace
at the feet of Lord Shiva.

I should not fail to mention
the untimely demise of Mr. E.
Krishnasamy this year. Though
not an Old Boy of the College,
he is a well wisher of our insti-
tution and has donated a princely
sum of Rs. 10,000 to our Building
Fund. When I, along with the

Deputy Principal and some well
wishers of the school met him at
his house and explained our posi-
tion, he donated us the sum men-
tioned above. Further he was a
shining example to our students
of a person who rose to great
heights by scientific farming. His
fame as a cultivator of the Grape
Vine has spread through the whole
Island. May his soul rest in peace
at the sacred feet of LLord Shiva.

Kokuvil Hindu College Maga-
zine, as promised in the last year’s
issue, has made its appearance on
the due date. It is a happy au-
gury for the future. Delving into
the past, I came across ‘ Kokuvil
Mirror”’, College magazine pub-
lished by the students in the early
ninteen forties. I discovered there,
the ardent desire of the Old stu-
dents of that period to excel in
the noble Art of expressing their
ideas in black and white. Practice
makes one perfect. We are giving
our young generation of students
the chance to think coherently and
lucidly. This will stand them in
good stead when they enter into
the wider field of life later. The
Magazine will also be of great
help to our distinguished old stu-
dents who can follow the growth
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of their ‘““ Alma Mater” in differ-
ent activities,

We are very happy to an-
nounce the happy tidings of the
completion of the new storeyed
block. The Library which was
housed in the ground floor of the
same block has. been shifted to
the second storey. QOur Library
is now housed in well-ventilated
and spacious surroundings. It goes
without saying that a well-equipped
Library is a great asset to the
College and in this respect we
have built our Library over the
years to such a position that it
now occupies a prominent place
among the Libraries of educational
institutions of similar standing.

The 1976 N.C.G.E. results were
released by the first week of
February this year. Our students
have fared well. One hundred
and thirty six students are quali-
fied to follow the HNCE Science
course and 20 to follow the Com-
merce course. The new system
of education has certainly made
a great advance on the past sys-
tem. We have introduced, in addi-
tion to those already existing,
several new Pre-Vocational sub-
jects such as Paper-making, Metal
work, and Radio Technology. This
caters to the diversified interests
of our young students, They show
great enthusiasm in studying these
courses of study. However we

4

have to note that this year in our
college no one has opted to follow
either Social Sciences or Humani-
ties or Aesthetic Studies. Most
of the Parents want their children
to follow Science and Commerce
because they give them better
chances to seek employment. But
however that may be, we require
future Citizens who have a bal-
anced view of life and its crea-
tive aspects. I hope that this im-
balance will correct itself, in the
years to come,

The school and the commu-
nity plays an important role in
the growth of an educational insti-
tution. We are ‘happy to note
that in our case the community
(P.T.A, and O.S.A.) is evincing
great interest in our progress. Their
unstinted help and advice has
greatly facilitated me in carrying
on the various onerous duties which
naturally devolve on g4 Principal
of a college. The completion of
the three storeyed block was in a
great measure due to the unstin-
ted and splendid efforts made by
the PTA and OSA in the collec-
tion of funds and in the super-
vision of the Building. In this
respect I should be failing in my
duty if I do not mention the
timely financial help given by our
M. P. and Political Authority, Mr.
C. Arulampalam, The sum pro-
vided by him to our building
amounts to one Jakh and forty
five thousand rupees.
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We are glad to record that ome of our distinguished old students Dr. K.
Ramachandran, B. Sc. Eng., M. Sc., Ph.D.,, D.1.C., M. 1. E., M. 1. C. i G Eng
has submitted a paper on “Cycle Bases of Minimal Measure for the Structural

Analysis of Skeletal Structures by
published in

on his brilliant achievement.

the

Flexibility Method ™
the Royal Society Proceedings

and this has been

of England. We congratulate him



M. A. NADARAJAH

Senior V

Born: 25-9-1905
« Will he please stand up for
us to see who our new Assistant
Secretary is?”’ said a voice from
the front benches. It was at the
annual general meeting of the
K. H.C., 0.S.A. (Colombo branch)
in 1949 held at the Saiva Manga-
yar Kalagam Hall, Wellawatte.
The late Mr. V. Nagalingam, the
then Principal, presided, and Mr,
S. K. Murugiah was Secretary.
Mr. S. Ratnasabapathy was elected
Secretary for the new term, and
I was to be his assistant. I stood
up for the members to see me, as
1 was new to Colombo, having
left school only the previous year.
The voice from the front benches
was that of one of our Vice-Pre-
sidents, Mr. M. A. Nadarajah.
Within four months of that meet-
ing, the Secretary resigned, and
it fell to my lot to be the Secre-
tary de facto. Young and inex-
perienced though I was, I need
not have worried. Mr. Nadarajah
was there to ease the burden of
office for me, with guidance, en-
couragement and advice, lending
his own broad shoulders, when-
ever necessity arose. My associa-
tion with him, born during this
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time, grew over the years, and
blossomed into fond affection. He
had been my guide ever since,

until death snatched him away.

Kokuvil Hindu College was
very dear to him. To work for
its progress was his cherished am-
bition. With his quiet dignity, his
amiable manners, his generosity of
mind and heart, he inspired several
young Kokuvilites in Colombo into
selfless and dedicated service to
the sehool. His home at 48,
Rajasinghe Road, Wellawatte, was
the head-
quarters, and the fountain source
of old student activity.

virtually association’s

not that Mr. Nada-
rajah had all his education at
Kokuvil Hindu College. It was
his childhood years that he spent
there, from 1911 to 1917, under
the late Mr. E. Chelliah, the
founder of the school. DBut such
was his sentimental attachment to
his village and the village school
that gave him his early mental
nourishment, that he took it as

a life-long mission to serve Kokuvil
Hindu.

It was
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From Kokuvil Hindu, he
moved on to Jaffna Hindu, where
he had his schooling from 1917
to 1923. From there, he entered
the University College, having won
an Open Exhibition in Arts. Mr,
C. Suntheralingam and the late
Mr. S. A. Pakeman were amongst
his teachers at the University
College. Having passed his Inter-
mediate examination in Economics
in 1925, as an external siudent of
the University of London, he took
to Government employment. He
served in the Audit Office so long
that he wss popularly known as
“ Auditor Nadarajah”. Out of Au-
dit, he was promoted as an Assis-
tant Accountant in 1943. In the
Accountants’ service he progressed
swiftly and rose to Class I in 1938.
He was Chief Accountant of the
Food Department when he retired
from government service in Decem-
ber, 1961.

Except for a brief two years
spent in Kokuvil after retirement,
Mr. Nadarajah spent all his adult
years, nearly fifty of them, in
Wellawatte. But distance was no
barrier, His heart was always in

Kokuvil, with its people and their
school. While actively associating
himself with the O.S. A. in Col-
ombo, he also encouraged and
assisted every succeeding Principal.
The school concert staged in Col-
ombo in 1945 was successful largely
due to the valuable and dedicated
efforts of people like Mr. Nada-
rajah, Mr. M. S. Thiruvilangam,
Mr. S. Sangarasivam and Mr. S.
K. Murugiah. Mr, Nadarajah was
among those who accommodated a
number of students and teachers
in their homes during their stay
in Colombo. Few people know
the part played by Mr. Nadarajah
in Colombo towards the success
of the school carnival in Jaffna
in 1950. He threw himself heart
and soul into the other massive
project launched by Mr. S. Handy
Perinbanayagam in putting up a
three-storeyed building for the
schocl out of public funds. Mr.
Nadarajah was also the cementing
link that kept the occasional divi-
sive forces in the Colombo O. S. A.
together. His passing away in
1974 had left a void that is diffi-
cult to fill. The loss was indeed
great, to the family. It was grea-
ter still, to Kokuvil Hindu.

S. Ratnapragasam
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30 YEAR MEMORIES

MRS. P. P. BHARGAVIAMMA
MR. M. SINNATHAMBY

It is perhaps part of the im-
perfection of human life that, when
the present is upon us and the
future beckons, the past recedes
further and further. It is like a
long train journey. We halt now
and then, speed at time or slow
down, the colour lights of life
turn red and green, signals go up
and down, flags are waved and
whistles are blown, and eventually
the very track on which we travel
keeps disappearing from our view
behind. And so with memories
that are not kept green. They
linger afresh for a time. Then
they become hazy and blurred.
How many of wus do have the
time, the mood, the patience or
inclination to summon up snatches
of the distant past? To drift
backwards in Time on a magic
carpet of Memory, get into an
imaginary pair of shorts, and go
“back to school” and capture in
mind that part of oneself that is
submerged within us, never to be
directly experienced again ?

When [ was asked to write
this, I promptly sat on the magic
carpet, and there 1 was in a
<lassroom at Kokuvil Hindu over

i2

thirty years ago. I went and sat
for a while at the Form I "A"
class, a little brat in shorts, along
with a slightly bigger brat— just
the two of us males in a class-
room predominantly occupied with
female creatures in pigtails and
frocks. (And that is how, alas,
long before 1 married my wife I
learnt to put up with female domi-
nation!) Our class teacher was
a female too, the most respected
and feared female in Kokuvil,
Mrs. P. P. Bhargaviamma herself.
I cannot still figure out why my
friend and 1 were shunted into
an otherwise all-female class, when
both the “B” and “C” divisions
were all-male. But although the
females outnumbered wus, and at
times giggled behind our backs,
the situation was not altogether
bad. Mrs. Bhargaviamma being a
sensible female gave the two
“offices” of the class to the two
of us. My friend was the Moni-
tor, while I was asked to take
the portfolio of * Sanitary Inspec-
tor”.  You might wonder what sort
of office that was, Well, believe
it or not, part of my duties con-
sisted of taking a good look at the
girls’ legs! 1 had to see that no




one came to the class with open,
undressed wounds or neglected
sores, and if anyone did, report
the matter promptly to the class
teacher. Mrs. Bhargaviamma’s
daughter was herself a student in
the class, and it rebound to the
credit of the class-teacher mother
that the young lady was always
spotlessly hygienic and never did
I have occasion to report her.

At that time in Kokuvil Hindu,
as a result of the initiative taken
by Mrs. Bhargaviamma — let us
refer to her as “Lady Teacher”
because that was how she was
known all her life at Kokuvil
Hindu — every classroom had a
cupboard full of English books,
mostly A. L. Bright Story Readers.
Now these books consisted of dif-
ferent grades, and each classroom
stocked only the series appropriate
to the class. May I say without
any hesitation, that looking back
in Time, the seeds of my future
career as an English writer —
journalist were planted by “ Lady
Teacher” at that very point in
my boyhood life. It was she who
first encouraged me to read out-
side the text books, and her daugh-
ter and I became such avid rea-
ders, that by the time I moved
on to Form II, 1 had already
completed reading not only the
books in the Form I cupboard
but those in the Form II one as

well, specially borrewed for the
two of us by “Lady Teacher”.

Mr. M. Sinnathamby who
taught me Tamil in later years,
was a different kind of personality.
Full of vim and vigour, walking
with a rhythmic spring in his gait,
his thyroid “hump” at the nape
of his neck bobbing up and down
as he walked, just above the neck-
line of his national, he was a like-

able ‘“terror”, in the classroom
and outside. He always remained
“M.S."” to the students out of

his earshot (we did not think it
disrespectable to refer to him by
his initials). He wore a thick
gold ring in the third finger of
his right band, and while he taught
I always made ita point to watch
his right hand knuckles more than
his face, because one was not sure
when they would come down hea-
vily on one’s head with a hard
knock. There were times when I
managed to duck in time before
the knock reached my cranium,
but the alternative was worse when
he grabbed my ear instead with
a three-finger twist. The heavy
ring made matters worse. But
well-earned knocks and twists they
proved to be, when I found my-
self in the Government Senior
School Certificate Examination of
December 1947 bagging a Distinc-
tion in Classical Tamil! (They
had another paper called Modern
Tamil considered less difficult.)
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Well, both “Lady Teacher 9

and “M.S.” are no more with
us — the living. The lattt'ar was
a son of the Kokuvil soil who

spent 32 years of his active life
in Kokuvil Hindu. The former,
born, bred and educatad In a
different country, found her life
mission in a totally different en-

vironment and became merged with
of 28%

it in a teaching career
years. Her mother tongue was
not Tamil, but she acquired the

necessary fluency and gave her
spoken Tamil an attractive Malay-
alam drawl. She was the first
graduate teacher to join Kokuvil,
and by the time she left in 1957,
she had left behind a symbolic
image of a protective guardian and
foster mother to a continuing bevy
of girls year after year.

Both “ Lady Teacher” and
“M.S.” had a passion for hard
work, and solid dedication. In
fact, “M.S.” was a shining ex-
ample of a teacher who continued
to learn as he taught. A graduate,
he passed his Bala Pandit and

Madura Pandit examinations dur-
ing his teaching years.

It is of course foolish to live
in the past, but it is certainly
good therapy to re-live the past
occasionally. Remembering past
achievements and even the follies
of youth, equips us in our future
living days with a better sense of
proportion, a cheerful sense of
values and a steadier sense of
values. When the wounds of ado-
lescent injuries have got healed
with the passage of time, not even
the scars remain. One learns to
laugh over them. Things which
we thought important twenty, thirty
years ago, seem so no longer.
Others which we took for granted
then, appear invested with greater
significance now. These always
happen when we recall to memory
our old teachers who are dead
and gone from us. But then good
teachers never die. Some part of
them continue to live in the thou-
sands and thousands of students

who had passed through their hands
sometime or other.

S. Sivanayagam
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My First day at School

After the pongal in January.
I was to be put to school. When
mother told me of this, joy and
sadness come to me by turns. I
was only gix years old then. I was
glad that I was going to have new
experience in school. But I was
always unhappy to leave my home
where I was happy with my brothers,
sisters and my parents.

At last the day came. My
mother made me bathe, she dressed
me in good clothes. She put a
vermilion mark on my forehead.
My mother and I went to school.
Scbool was a very big building.
We went into the office to see
the principal. My mother told the
principal that I was to be admitted
to the school.

He called the clerk and asked
him to admit me. ‘The clerk noted
in a form my pame, my place of
birthy and my age. He asked my
mother to get the certificate of birth at

the sight of unknown faces. I saw
many children like me and there
was a lady like my mother. She
was a teacher of a class. Fear came
to me. I caught my mother’s clothes
tightly, at the sight of the teacher.
Some how I was frightened. But
she approached me with a smile
and called me to the class. At
this I caught my mother’s clothes
more tightly. The teacher offered
me some sweets.

But I would not touch them'
My mother was sweeter than the
sweets, which the teacher offered.
Then. she spoke to me kindly and
sweetly aud somehow made me
accept the sweets, She was trying
to befriend me. She told me that
I could, like other children, learn
and play with them. I was takem
up by her kindness and entered
the classroom. My mother suddenly
disappered.

I was left alone to fend for

the earliest. He requested the peon my self. In the evening as the
to take me to the first standard. pel] rang my mother come to
My mother also came with me. felok me home.
Mother and 1 went to the S. Sukesini
classroom and I was shocked at 9F
EEERD
l Education is the master instrument to change attitudes.
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The Flying Saucer

The flying saucer is a fast
moving object which had been seen
by people from various parts.
Scientifically advanced countries
such as Russia and U. S. A. have
denied having manufactured such

an object. All scientists in the
world are still wondering as to what
this most powerfull object s

and as to how and where it has
been manufactured. When ever the
flying saucer appeared the people
who saw it described it to be in
the shape of a sawcer and having
bright blue light. 1t is also believed
that these objects bad even landed
in certain places and when people
took notice of and advanced

towards it, it had taken off at 4
high speed at which no man - made
object could travel and disappeared
into the sky.

It is believed these objects had
come to earth from the planet
mars. No body still knows who
operated these objects and as to
whether they were also of human
form. It is being keenly awaited
by scientists to follow them and
investigate this mysterious object
and its occupants. Who ever invented
the flying saucer is believed to be
more advanced than all other
scientists on earth.

N. Mathivathani Nalliah
S A

LR S
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Mar#s free thoughts about Society and Education

Mark discovered that in a
class-differentiated  society when
each individual falls into some
class and lives and acts as its
other specimens, no significance
attaches to a man's personal qualities
as he takes up his station in life.
In that semse the individual is
quite faceless. Under socialism things
are quite different. Despite the
remaining class and social group
distinctions, a man’s status does
not depend on class origion or

84

social group affiliation, for these
cease to hold out privileges as
guarantee for superior careers. The
individual’s status is determined only
by his personal qualities, capacities
and readiness to work, all of which
are given full acope under socialism.

He advocated a new system of
education which opens to millions
of men traly broad possibilities for
combining intellectual and material
activity because it paves the way



for bridging the gap hetween the
mental and physical labour and the
work of theorists and practitioners,
It infuses the creative spirit into
physical labour and creates the
conditions for raising the cultural
and technical level of the workers
and peasants to that of the intellectu
-als. It bas played a great partin
creating first, a new type of
worker by brain who comes from
the rank of people and is organically

bound vp with them and second
the condition for raising the
cultural and technical level of the

workers and peasants to that of
the intellectuals. This shows above
all the tremendous importance of
education and science in forming
the free personality.

The other side of this great
revolution in education was brought
out in our own day. It has turned the
means of production into social prope-
-rty and created a planned economy-
Economical and political science can
be applied in practice. Markian theory,
made this application imperative
for not only technology but also
economy and politics.

However there was no social
science to apeak of before marxism
carried out its revolution. In the
1880s Marl) and Engelr:: laid the
foundation of social science, bub

for a long time its practical use
was strictly negative for it served
A8 an instrument in preparing the
over throw of the moribund capita-
list system.

In socialist society there are
no unemployed or starving people.
The society of the builders of
communism is moving forward to
material  abundance. Finally the
elements of spontaneity in economic
development will be completely
overcome. In every sphere of
production society will have preserves
allowing it, through well regulated
accounting and control to carry on
production in a balanced manner
without stoppages.

The degree of equality attained
by men in soeiety is the measure
of individual freedom. No one can be
free by himself. Man is free only in a
collective and through his relation-
-ships with the collective and society.
The markist theory of freedom is the
free development of each as a condi-
-tion of the free development of all
freedom for the sake of the life and
happiness of all; Freedom for the
triumph of Equality, Brotherhood,
Justice, Reason and Progress, It
brings  humanity free creative
lahour and lasting peace and is the
condition of such genuine freedom.

Niranjan Yogasundaram
12 B
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A Rainy day

In Jatfna November is usually
a very wet month but this morning
was unusually bright and sunny,
not a single eloud was seen across
the sky. As I was getting ready
to go to school suddenly the sky
became dark. It was strange, so
many rain clouds had gathered in
such a short time,

My mother asked me not to
go to school, hecause she said it
was going to rain very heavily. She
was right, for almost at once it
began to rain very heavily and it
rained almost the whole of that
day. There were bright flashes of
lightning followed by peals of loud
thunder. It was very frightening
“indeed. Old people don’t like rain
because they can’t do their daily
work but children love a rainy day
very much. They enjoy the rain,

Our flower garden in frong
of our house was flooded. So my
gister and I made paper boats and
floated them in the water. We had
a boat race too. Playing in the
garden was & great fun, when
mother saw us she stemly ordered
us to go in and dry ourselves. She
was afraid we would catch a cold.
That was the end of our play.

Towards evening the . weather
became bright gradually and when
we thought that the rain had
stopped, it began pouring down
again. It was already night we had
an early dinner and went to bed
immediately. The frogs in a neigh-
*bouring pond began to croak making
sleep impossible. But it was so
cold we slept so well that it was
broad daylight, when we were up
the next morning.

Vathsala Durai singam
R4

SUCCESS IN LIFE

Greatness is a combination of ability and opportunity. You

may have ability; if you do not get  the
happens. If you have the ‘opporbuniny but
nothing happens. It is a combination of ab
that gives

you a modest amount of success in life,

opportunity nothing
.do not have ability,
ility and opportunity

Dr, S, Radhakrishnan
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