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Ohe Jndian (g{f?f'g!:- Qommissioner Hon. Beamson Sachaar’s

Speech at the Teacher’s Training College,
K opay, Jaffna on 23-8-66.

I do not have to assure you how thrilled my wife and I feel to
be in your midst.

I am one of those fortunate persons who had the privilege of
sitting at the feet of Mahatma Gandhi and gaining inspiration
from him. You are all teachers. We have been told by the scrip-
turers, cultural servants, sages and seers that the role of the teach-
ers is the loftiest of all. The concept of a teacher is common to
the cultures of both India and Ceylon. The status of a teacher
is among the highest. You may be aware of the sanskrit verse:
that is the three persons, the mother, father and the teacher—all
three go to build up the future of a child, which means the future
of the country—which in effect the future of the whole world.

The first thing I want to tell you is that you must be fully
aware or conscious of your status. That consciousness should not
be for promotion of one’s right, but for the observance of one’s-
duty.

Gandhiji did not believe in any right. He believed only in
duty or deeds. He said if everyone of us do our duty properly,
the results will follow automatically. What is the responsibility
of a teacher? His or her first responsibility is to develop the un-
developed mind of a child entrusted to his or her care. What
would a mother like a child to be? Would she like the child to
be a good for nothing person or would she like the child to grow
into a person of noblest and highest character. You are all very
experienced persons to be told that a teacher who only preaches
but does not practise will not cut muchice with her pupil. Children
unconsciously imbibe the spirits of their parents. 1 hope most of
you know that when a child is entrusted to the care of a preceptor
he is supposed to enter his second birth.

You all know that the real strength of the countryis her sons
and daughters. Therefore in the process of educating the children
you have to make them most patriotic children of vour country.
You have to fill them with patriotism of the highest order. You
have also to tell them that the world today is a large family and
no country can live in isolation. All countries, whether India,
Ceylon or any other country in the world, have all to live in co-
operation with one another. Therefore on the international plane

you have to teach your pupils the good verse that SARVE SUKHINO-
BHAVANTHU,
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?Q CSocial %ias in éclucaﬁon-

—A. S. Kanagaratnam.

former President of the A.C.« U. 7 1t

To illustrate my thesis I shall repeat one of the tradi'tiona]
tales of our people, one that most of us have read as children
years ago in our primary classes, and perhaps forgotien by nov\.r.
It is a simple story in a rustic setting. But as a social parable it
has few equals.
ng fruit trees in his garden. The
young men watching him, could not understand why an old man-
well on his way to his grave, should be taking all that trouble to
plant trees, the fruits of which, he must surely know, he was not
going to enjoy. He would be dead by the time that his trees
began to bear. Was he that stupid, the old fool, the young peo-

ple wondered.
And so, youth, sophisticated and cocksure in its worldly wis-

dom, sneered at the old man. To labour at anything that gives
one no return, no profit, is just so much waste of one’s time. To

plant for posterity! How ridiculous !

The aged farmer was planti

But the old farmer in the maturity of his wisdom begotten of
years of labour close to the bosom of the bountiful earth, rebuked
youth’s attitude of arrogant selfishness: “All these years I have
enjoyed the fruits planted by my Forefathers. It is my duty to
enrich with my labour, the generations to come after me. Why
should 1 think it amiss that others are going to enjoy the fruits of
my labour and that I shall pever share in that enjoyment? The
certainty that I am going 1o contribute to the happiness of the
next”generation, is in itself a thought that fills me with happi-
ness”.

In a society where selfishness is the normal attitude to life,
where even religious institutions are not free from greed where a
profit-motive pervates our most elementary thinking, this simple
story of that aged farmer who took so much pleasure in planting
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for posterity, comes to us across the generations like a whiff of
country fragrance from its garden setting many thousand years
ago.

From whence did spring that old farmer’s sense of duty to
posterity 2 Where did he learn to identify his well-being so close-
ly with the well-being of his community? How did he come to

feel pleasure at the thought of increasing through his own labo_u_lj [

i '
1N -/

the happiness of the generations to come ? 4 ?f* -
' i

o i

These are questions that should interest all educators? To f
train men to take thought for the generations to be, or for people
beyond their own immediate circle, ought to be one of the major
aims of education. “‘Think of the well-diggers when you drink
the water”, is a Chinese proverb that spotlights the farmer’s point
of view in a rather milder form. * Love thy neighbour as thyself”,
is agaip the same ideal in its Christian garb.

To forget one’s own personal advantage in fighting for a
public cause, is admittedly the peak of social behaviour. A teach-
er who has successfully implanted a social bias in his pupils, may
well feel proud of that achievement.

When a child learns to evaluate, control and regulate his
actions according to their effect on other people, he is thinking
socially, and in that process he is also forming sentiments and
setting up standards of behaviour for him to follow. These gov-
ern his attitude, and ultimately his conduct. His sense of honour,
respect, loyalty, duty, his religious belief even, and a host of other
sentiments are born and developed through the social influences
in his normal, day to day intercourse with his community. His
personality develops under the impact of his environment. Itisa
quiet unobtrusive process.

All sentiments are socially nurtured. No person is ever born
with all his ideas and sentiments readymade. His teachers, his
friends and other human beings, without even being aware of it,
shape and mould his mind ; and unconsciously the growing child
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: i is the basis of
absorbs the ideas and sentiments of his society. It

all social tradition.

itici w ideas, new con-
iti i ye criticism. Ne 1 i

But tradition 1s not above . ' his lif :

1 ssail the old ones. ' :
i et il ne and discarding some
(=]

man is forming sentiments using, testl ol U 1 WHieh
of them and taking on new ones to replace thos

away.

To come back to the old farmer of our story: the tradition-

ally recognised sentiments of those days, obvnousl-y had a socnta;
bias. The farmers sense of values gave a greatf?l‘ importance s

what he owed to the next generation than to .hls personal gain,
Then as now, there were those who ridiculed this sense of dutg to-
posterity, this inner compulsion that makes one labour for those

one has never seen, never known.

Teachers owe a duty to society in that they have to instill and
develop a social bias in the generation at school. Like that farm-
er of old, people should develop a sense of duty that can reach
out beyond this immediate present to all mankind. The teacper
may rightly feel that his influence is negligible as a force shaping
social sentiments in competition with the film, the radio, T.V.,
comics, the press, commercial advertisements etc. with their
scientific aids for mass persuasion. But within the limits set by
modern inventions, it is possible for teachers to educate children
into men and women with the worthy social sentiments. Shalf
our children leave our schools without any social bias just wor-
shipping wealth and success—‘finished and finite clods, unkindled
by a spark’; or shall the teachers educate them to go out into life
with the disturbing conviction that life’s finest possessions are not
those that give a profitable return: that all human endeavour
need not, as now, be a prayer ‘for our daily bread” nor that
thousands should be compelled to starve in ‘poverty, hunger and
dirt’, that a few might live in affluence ?
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Story Telling as a Speech Device in the

Teaching of English as

Second Language

_ Miss. Seethathevy Kanapathipillai,
Final Year.

Speaking a language is a skill which has 10 be acquired and
mastered by the learaer. In any language, speech precedes read-
ing and writing. The child who speaks well can also read and
write well. Therefore it is the duty of the teacher to help her
pupils to speak well by adopting various types of. sp‘eech devi(.:es,
Picture reading, story telling, dialogus, describing incidents, mim-
ing and dramatisation are some of the speech devices which are
of a great value to the teacher who attempts to teach her pupils

how to speak a language.

Children are fond of stories. They sit and listen to stories
without the least sign of fatigue. They are also fond of telling
stories. A good and able teacher will never fail to base her
methods of teaching on the natural inclination of the children.
Stories satisfy the children in many ways. There are different
types of stories. Stories about other children, about animals,
birds, moving things etc. will create interest. Historical stories
may also be used. These may be of more use for the upper

classes.

Stories must suit the age, standard and environment of the
pupils. The teacher should have in mind the nature of the pupils
and their individual differences, while selecting the stories. The
structure of the story is very important. The words used should
be within the limited vocabulary of the pupils. The sentence pat-
tern should be familiar to the children. Sentences should be sim-
ple and short. The incidents narrated should be familiar to the
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children and related to their previous experiences. There should
be ample scope for imagination too. Repetition of sentences and
phrases should be a special feature in the stories that are used for
beginners, as the children are fond of repeating certain things in
chorus. Sentences in the form of direct speech help the children
to acquire fluency in speech.

The success of the lesson depsnds mainly on the nature of
the story and on the ability of the teacher who narratesit. To be
a successful story teller the teacher must have a knowledge of
literature suitable for children of various ages. The teacher needs
some dramatic talents too. The teacher’s facial expression should
convey to the pupils the content of the story. The teacher can
mime and use gestures wherever unecessary. She herself should
enjoy the story. Then only the children will enjoy it.

Before presenting the story the class may be suitably arranged.
The pupils may sit around the teacher in a semi-circle. The
teacher too may be seated while narrating the story. Long intro-
ductions should be avoided. The teacher should draw the atten-
tion of the pupils, by her modulated voice and expressions. Ges-
tures used sparingly may help the teacher to become a successful
story-teller. Gestures used unnecessarily will distract the atten-
tion of the pupils. The teacher can draw the attention of the
pupils who disturb the class by mentioning the names of those
pupils who are up to mischief. For example, if the teacher sees
a boy’s attention wandering, she can say, “Thelittle boy had 2
shirt like yours Rama”.

When the pupils have acquired or learnt a fair number of
words, they will begin to narrate stories. At this stage the teacher
should not fail to encourage the pupils to shape their thoughts,
into stories.

After the story has been narrated the pupils can be made to
repeat certain parts of the story in chorus., When chorus repeti-
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should not think that it is the time for

he teacher has to be alert and sharp,
out mistakes what they

tion takes place the teacher
her to relax. At this stage t _
She should guide the pupils t0 repeat with

have learnt.

velop the pupils constructive ability,
-teacher relationship when story
lp the children to clarify their

hape their thoughts into language,
moral and social

Story telling helps to de
There is ample scope for pupil
telling takes place. Stories he
thoughts and they also help to s
They help development of imagination, memory,
traits and promote a liking for literature.

«To see a world in a grain of sand and Heavenin a wild
flower ; Hold infinity in the palm of you hand and Eternity

in an hour”. |
—William Blacke. |

“("t Little Child’ Be thou our teacher. Let us walk humbly
with thee and with hushed heart—beat listen to thy silences

and ,learn of Freedom as thou knowest it—all unaware but
sure’’,

—Vida.
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