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Kottraval
the gaddess of
paai‘ai' wegion

the

Tolkappiyar includes paalai in
five-fold divisions and also assigns the
part of the day and seasons for it. ! But
no separate land s allotted by him for
paalai. 2 According to lankovadikal paa-lai
is only a transformed region of aridity
comprising the parts of mullal and kurinchi.3
This might be the reason for the non-allot-
ment of a separate land for paalai by Tol-
kaappiyar. Likewise no separate God s
mentioned by him for paalai region.

During the Sangam pericd, Kottravai
is worshipped in both the hilly and the
forest regions. 4 So, there is no objection
in treating her as the Goddess of paalal
region formed by the fusion of hilly and
pastoral portions of land. Cilappatikaa-
ram sings her glory as the Geddess of
paalai, 6 The commentary to the first sutra
of iraiyannar akapporul says that the gram.
marians other than Tolkaappiyar admit Paka-
vathi and sun as the Gods of paalai region. 7

Kaadu, the term for paalai, can also be
interpreted to denote the cremation ground.
8 Kaadu paadiyathu and Kooli padiyathu, the
two chapters of Kalinkattupparani speak of
the temple of kottravai in the desert region
The temple dedicated to Kottravai in the.
middst of cremation ground is mentioned in
puranaancory, Some sort of miraculous
elver.cs are portrayed toshow the sanctity of
tne_temp!e. Even animals take part in her
devujae service, An elephant carries wood
for the hunters to light up the cour
of her tempie, herd of dt;r:r sleens W{rd
fully beside the fire. chal; pm::;:tt

= L%
wake up the herd to sweep the ground_yt;

Kottravai is referred in Sangam liter-
ature by various names such as kottj,
kotcravai and cooli. 10 The word kotti (She
of the victory) Is derived from the root
kol® with the addition of the feminine
singular derivative suffix iii. The term Kot-
travai (Mother - goddess “of victory) is de-
rived from the same root ‘kol® with the
addition of tavvai or awvai (both meant
mother). Alternatively kottravai may be
also interpreted as 2 compound of cottam
and ayvai. 11 The word cooli refers to her
as the possessor of trident weapon,

Acccording to some scholars the wor.
ship of hero - stones (nadukal), the earliest
form of worship in paalai region, graduaally |
developed into the concrate form of a God-
dess of victory, kottravai. 12 The maravars
or highway robbers, originally belonged to
paalai, were recruited in the course of time
into the army of the Tamil kings in appreci-
ation of their heroic deeds. By their entry
kottravai the Goddess of paalai also became
the Goddess of warriors. 13 Tolkaappiyar
refers to kottravai as the Goddess of warri-
ors. At the beginning of the war expedi-
tion, the warriors used to worship kottravaj
to bestow them with victory. 14 Nachchi-
naarkkiniyar is of opinion that nedunalvaadaj
is addressed to kottravai to seek her favour
to pacify the queen’s agony of separation by
blessing the king with victory, I5 Kottraval
showers success upon those who engage in
the highiway robbery and the seizure of the
foe's cattle. 16  As a reward for their suc-
clessful seizure of cattle, the warriors sacri-
fice a cow to kottravai. 17 Kottravai refuses
to accept the oblations unless it is sprinkled
Wi"-l.l the blood from the wounded chest
of the warriors. 18 Manimekalai and Cilap-
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pathikaaram mention the sacrifice of human
life and blood to kottravai. 1?

Kottraval resides under the margosa
tree. 20 The serrated leaves of the mar-
gosa tree is said to have the power of ward-
ing off the ghosts. | The ghosts are said
to be the retinue of kottraval. The riddle
put by a lady-ghost to the omniscient Kot-
travai, is mentioned in two places. 22 Ghosts
perform tunankai dance in honour of her. 23
The people of the desert region conduct the
possession dance and worship kottravai by
impersonating her in a virgin. 24  Kot-
traval wlelds a trident and sheis said to
have had her dwelling in the weapons of
war, 25

Kottravai's victory in war and her
beauty is appreciated in Sangam Literature.
The wholy wonib of kottravai is praised for
giving birth to Murugan. 26 The iconogra-
phic concept of half female and half male
form of Sivan (Ardhanaareesvara)is prevalent
in Sangam period. Kottravai shares the lefc
half of the bady of her husband Sivan who
Is having 2 winkless eye on the forehead.27
During the purificatery both in the month
of thai, one lady marks another lady’s fore-
head with a red tilak to mezke her look like
kottravai. By this incident the poet refers
to the fire - eye on the forehead of kottravai
The term ‘ampaa aadal’ can bz taken to de-
note the purificatory bath done in favour of
ampaal the kottravai. It deserves mention
hiere that the later tradition exclusively at-
tributes the paavai fasting and the veri puri-
ficatory bath to kottravai During ampaa
aadal, the maiden ladies seck the grace of
kottravai to bestow the country with rain
and offer them with good bridegrooms who
never desert them. 28 By tying red threads
around their forearms and offering oblations
the married ladies worshipped kottravai to
bless them with the reunion of their hus-
bands, who went on an expedition of war,29

The transformation of Kottravai into
Parvathi can be traced back to Sangam Liter-
ature. ‘' The description of Muruga as
Malaimakal Makan and ‘kottravai chiruva' in
the Tirumurugattupadai shows the real posi-
tion, because Parvathi or Malaimakal is made
identical with kottravai.’" 30

Pathittuppattu speaks of kottravai of
Ayirai hill as the family deity of the Ceera
dynasty. Ceera kings worshipped her and
offered her oblations. 31 Kottravai temple
in the coozhaa capital is guarded at the gates
by the demons.32 A Kottravai temple in
Pandiya country is situated in the Cremation
ground.33  According to Pathittuppattu the
forest of Vintiya hill is named after Vintaj
the kottravai. 34 Akananooru mentions her
as the Goddess of forest and talks about her
award of white - legged horses to a poet
who sang in praise of her Eezhil hill.35

I. Tol, Akattinai 9, 10, 2. cf. Maduraik,
314, 326.

2. Tol, Akattinai 5.
3. Cilap. 11: 64 -67.

Kuru 218; |, patittu 79; 18; 88 : 2 akam
345: 4-7 kali 89:8.

5. Periyapuranam: Thirukuripputtondar: 15
Hampooranar considers kottravai as
the Goddess for both paalai and kurinci
Tol. Akattinai 20; Purattinai 4.

6: Cilap: 12. The paalai region and the
worship of kottravai are described res.
pectively in the successive chapters
kaadukaan kaathai and veduva vari.

7. “"QereésrOSueyi urladg B
Gauedsrig polavri; G e & 1 m 69 1o uleir
Sgwieuaph Geueswig Howr; LIpd us
arBewupd o5& skwupd G sureuLd
aredr ny CeuedrBeuri.’’

Irayanaar Akapporul. | commentary.
Gl g iieuth, oy Aiflwr yeoluL. RS
C5m B 5 AT @D e eesve-

L 5w o5 Qesveuen b BBy dsaaley
Quens QsTens. "’



10.

L

12.

13.

14.

G N

llar’s
Cilap: patikam 1-2 Adiyaatku nal
Comﬂnepnt-ary See Kali 16:9 - 12 for the
worship of the Sun God.

kuru 216: 1 - 2 kali 20:20: ain 335: 4:5
puram 246:11, 356: 3-4, 359: 7-8 Tol.
24: 34-35. The word paalai

uratinai
rsused in the sense of cremation
ound: Tol. purattinai 24: 30-31 Nach-

chinaarkkiniyar's commentary.
puram 247: |-7.
Kottravai is said to have witnessed the
dance of her husband Sivan in the
cremation ground and herself performed
marakkaal dance in another context.
Kali |: 8-10; Cilap 20: 37.38; thevaaram
I: 41: 5: 3: 9: 7; 5: 34: 6; Cilap 6:
58-59; 12: (12)

kali 89: 8; Tol. purattinai 4; pari Il
100; murugu 257 - 259; kuru 218: |;
Perum 459: akam 345: 4; 309: 4; puram
247: 4; pathittu 79: 18; 88: 2.

The word &r@® &wpmar (she of the
forest) has become corrupted as &m@®
smer in the time of Nachchinaarkkini-
yar muruku; 259, of. thevaram 7:32:5
puram 35: 25; pathittu 88! 14.

Ciru 101; Cilap. 29: (5); 4; 15: 80
nar 172: 4.

kottravai’s husband Sivan is called by
the name of kottravan - chenthanaar’s
Thiruveelimilalai Thiruvichaippaa : 2.

Cf. Tol. pulli. 52 nachchinarkkiniyar
kottantai.

T_aninayagam, Xavier S. Nature in An-
cient Tamil poetry, Tamil Literature
S:aety. Tuticorin 1953 pp. 75-76. For
the worship of hero - sto :
306 and 335. Wi ey
Thevaneyappaavaanar

e Gl = Tami
Madam, Nesamani Pathippakam Kzair
tuppai extensi th i ’ ﬁ
reashe sion, North Arcot Dt.
Tol. purattinai 4.

nedunal: 166-168

16.

akam 63; 10-19; 337: 7-15
Cilap. 12 (21); (14)
akam 309: 1-6.

17.

18. pathittu 79: 16-18

9. mani 6: 49-53, Cilap 12: (18), Tol.

' purattinai: 4 Nachchinarkkiniyar’s com-
mentary .

0. Akam, 309:4 The leaves of margosa
cree are used to cure the diseases iike
smallpox which are supposed to be
caused by the furi of kottravai - Cilap-
uraiperukatturai: k.

21. puram281; 296; perum 58-59 Nachchi
naarkkiniyar's commentary, Mani 7:73

22, perum 459; Kali 89:8; kalinkattup-
parani: 11th chapter. Tol. meyppat.
12 Peraasiriyar’s commentary.

23. perum  459; Nachchinaarkkiniyar's
commentary,

24. Cilap 12

25, kuru 218; 1, Ciru 94-95; 102-103
Nachchinaarkkiniyar’s commentary.
Cilap. 12; (14).

26. perum 457-459; murugu 256;258 pari
8:126-127.

27. puram 1: 7-8; kali 104: 11-12 murugu
153-154; Cilap 12: (10).
akam 181 : 16 puram 55:4-6.

28. pari 11:99-100; 8083; 116-121 also
see the theme of composition givenunder
the poetry.  Thiruvasakam 7: 14, 16
Cevvaiccoottuvaar’s Paakavatham
10282 6

29. kuru 218; nedunal 141-142; 166-168.

30. pillai, K. K., A. Social History of
the Tamils, University of Madras, 1969
pp. 508-509.

31. pathittu 79:12-18; 88: 11-14.

32. pattinap. 57 Nachchinarkkiniyar’s com-
mentary.

33. puram, 247: 4.

34. pathittu 88; 2

33. akam 345:3-7
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