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THE VANNI —

PROFERSOR

A VIEW

BERTRAM E. S.J. BASTIAMPILLAI

Dean, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya.
ll ‘_

In the past the Vanni had been an
important area of Sri Lanka. The chror'n-
cles refer to this geographical area while
the existence of inscriptions, tanks and
other remains indicate, that from early
days, the Vanni had been populated
and was an important historical place.

During the times of the Portuguese
and Dutch rule, again the Vanni had
played a significant part in the island's_
history. We come to know of the Vanni
through references in records dealing
with the various activittes of these
foreigners in Sri Lanka.

The Vanni was important largly be-
cause of its' agricultural productivity.
Rice seams to have been grown in the
Vavuniya and Mullaitivu districts and
from this area a good harvest had been
obtained in the past. The number of
tanks which had been built and the fields
around these tanks show that cultivation
was the chief occupation of the people.

The Vanni was seftled ‘probably
from the early times. It lay beyond the
Jaffna peninsula and settlers would have
come fo the Vanni when moving south-
wards. From Mannar early setlers would

have moved into Vanni and taken to
agriculture.

“Unfortunately,
British rulg, the
a neglected area.
set in with the dec
pura kingdom.
instability,

during the time of
Vanni appsars to be
This neglect Probably
line of the Anuradha-
: Political disorders and
forelgn incurisions and in-

ternal conflicts may have accounted ip-
itially for the decline of agriculturg
activity. During British times the Vanpj
had also been covered by forest and the
paths of travel had not been kept in use.
Moreover, the Vanni had become a
Malaria ridden area and the populatio
migrated or became the victms of diseass
and remained listless,

By the 1870's the British attempted
to revive the Vanni area. Some repairs
of tanks were undertaken and there was
an attempt to encourage agricultural
activity. Unfortunately, this was not a
sustained and not quite so successful
an effort and the Vanni did not prosper
and regain its former place in the country.

However, there was one activity for
which the Vanni region was famous
both during Dutch and British rule. This
was the pear| fishery of the island. It
was conducted on the coast of Mullai-
tivu. The Vanni could boast of a lucral-
ive pearl industry which was conducted
till the early years of the 20th century.

Later on, the Vanni which was once
famous for its agriculture, elephants and
the pearl industry came to be an ared
sought by only those who were interested
in wild life or in pilgrimages to sylvan
shrines. It had to wait for its regener-
ation {ill Independance and to see ime
provements being made in its position:
Yet, there is much more to be done '
realise the full protential of the vannl
and for it to resume its old glory:
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