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NAVALAR DAY,

—— e

Editorial

E feel it a proud privilege

to add to the glowing tri-
butes that will be offered today
from many a public platform in
Jaffna to the memory of SriLa
Sri Arumuga Navalar, the great
Hindu Reformer and Tamil man
of letters, He was undoubtedly
the most dynamic personality in the
nineteenth century Tamil world
Such an Olympian figure is born
only once in an age. We cannot

do justice in the space of this
article to every aspect of his
personality or attempt a review
of his many-sided labours. At
this distance of time when the
heat of religious conflict which

his labours excited has long since
cooled down,” we can view his
personality in the right perspec-
tive. {In that perspective he be-
comes an imposing national leader,
a passionate champion of Tamil
and Saiva religion)) an inveterate
opponent of all hypocrisy and
sham. The determined fight he
put up was directed not so much
against any particular creed as
against hypocrisy, apathy and
corruption in general. He re-
nounced all personal ambitions and
took to Bramacharya in order to
consecrate his gigantic powers
and extra-ordinary intellectual gifts
for the revival of Tamil learning

and Hinduism with an indomit-
able courage and fervour
which only the great figures of
history have exhibited in equal

measure. His labours in the cause

of Tamil literature and education
4

“* Hindu Organ "

(25-11-37.)

will alone entitle him to a cons-
picuous place among our patriots
and men of letters He is the
creator of modern Tamil prose and
the master of a chaste, vigorous
and simple literary style. He did
pioneer work in bringing out cri-
tical editions of Tamil classics and
in writing school textbooks.

But it is as a Hindu reformer

that his work claims our chief
attention. Great as his enthusiasm
for Tamil was, his devotion to
Hinduism was even greater. In

his own day Hinduism was pas-
sing through a great crisis, thanks
to the activities of foreign missions
and the apathy of the Hindus
themselves. But for the weight
of his mighty personality the
history of Hiaduism in Jaffna
would have been far different.
Through lectures and pamphlets
he awakened his countrymen to a
sense of the degradation into
which they had fallen and spared
no pains to expose the religious
hypocrisy and corruption of his
day. His labours provoked a storm
of opposition in influential quarters
but his unflinching courage and
zeal proved fully equal to it. The
air of Jalina was charged with
the heat of conflict and Jafina
witnessed a revival such as it never

witnessed before or since. The
great Navalar has passed into
history, but his personality will

beacon, inspiring
to a life of un-

ever stand as a
the Tamil world

selfishness.
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THE CHAMPION REFORMER OF HINDUS

(Sir. Pon. Ramanathen Avul. K. T.)

Intolerance on their (the Missionaries) part, it appears, has varied
with varying times and circumstances but it is specially observed at
the present day, ever since the Champion Reformer of Hindus in
the Northern Province died in 1879.”

His Excellency the Governor (Hon. Sir. Arthur Hamilton Gor.
den G. C. M. G.) *“Who did you say?” ;

The Hon'ble Mr. P Ramanathan : —
“The Champion Reformer of Hindus Arumuga Navalar
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A Hindu Luther,

r'l'he.“fnl!ul\\'in;a eXtract is from a letter from Tranquebar correspondent published ip the
Mofussil Guardian of Februay 1870 and reproduced in the ‘Ceylon Patriot,") 7

“Mr. Aroomuga Navalar : — Although this name is one ol those
crack-jaw names which we often come across, yet, | believe it is
one which is susceptible of different meanings. For my own part,
I think | might call him in all propriety “"a Hindu Luther ” What
Martin Luther was to the whites in the age of Reformation, that
this jgentleman is to the Hindus in Modern age; he being a devout
and zealous reformer of Hinduism . He has arrived here from Chel.
lambarum en route to Jaffna, and”has been requested by a worthy
friend of his to spead a few days at Poriar. The other day he
delivered a lecture in the premises of one Krishnaswamy Chetty on
the Divine attributes, many a wealihy and respectable inhabitant
having been invited to hear it Although our much esteemed Sub-
Magistrate was kind enough to honour the cccasion with his presence,
still he was nct patient enough to remain there longer than a few
minutes. n a sudden he rcse up from his seat. to the great sur-
prise of the company, and returned home, the others also, of course,
followed his example leaving Mr. Navalar to preach to himself That
this reformer is truly a learned man, is a fact that cannot be dis-
puted for a moment, but the style and language which he made use
of in the delivery of his lecture were too high-flown and rhetorical
to be readily comprehended by people of ordinary understanding. ”’
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M. R.Ry. Arumuga Navalar.

(Extract from the ** Mofussil Guardian * of June 12, 1872.)

“In the vicinity of Jaffna is situated the village of Nallur., where
there is a great number of people who talk pure Tamil and have
sprung from  the ancient inhabitants of the celebrated couatries of
Pandiya and Chola. Of this village is M. R. Ry. Arumuga Navalar—
the subject of this article—a native. This person has a thorough
knowledge of Sanscrit, Tamil and English, and is called Saivaprakasa
Samayajiar,—an expression signifying, in English, the earnest promoter
of the pure religion of Siva. He has written and published, among -
others, a series of Tamil books, known, respectively, as the First, Second
and Third Books, which are intended to enlighten and correct those
of the Hindus who, from sheer ignorance, are apt to prefer other
religions to their own, as well as for the use of schools established by
him for the promotion of the Siva faith in the places called Vannar-
ponne, Chidamparam and Vetharaniyam. The First Book is intended
tor pupils of the first (lowest) class of these schools..cccoiminniiinnnnn.
To advert, next, to the Second Baok.uwiiiiiseivsneirennn We come inow to
ihe Thiggd Book.-aiiivaania «~.30 much for the works of the Navalar.
We will now say a word or two regarding his character and life. He
claims to have descended from a rich father who held a high office
under Government. While young he rececived a good Education; and
all those who were his fellow - students, are now, we are glad to say,
respectable officers of th: Government. But so far is he from having
any attachment to any earthly object that he has forsaken all his
patrimonial possessions as well as all his relatives, and has determined
not to marry. It is a fact thatthe Navalar has spent lots of money
in publishing theological works in Tamil We know that consider.able
property in the shape of donations was set apart by some anci:nt Hmc!u
monarchs for the propagation of learning and religion. But how did
most of the men on whose shoulders lay the burden of making just and
equitable use of such property, fulfil their duty? Compare th.is sort of
men with the generous person that is the subject of this article. The
Shastras of the Hindus divide the people into four classes, viz, Frama-
chari, Grahastan, Vanapirastan and Sanniasi. The Navalar heads th'e
list of the first class. and it is beyond doubt that he i1s true to his

principles.’
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