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Sé\spostolic Nunciature
in Sri Lanka

A Jubiles is always a memorable occasion + it invites
us to look back; it invites us look forward.

You., Catholics of the Church of St. John the Baptist
can look back with pride and gratitude at the hlf;tory of
your Church and of your Parish Community. You recelv?d the
Faith nearly four hundred years ago with the preaching of
the Franciscan Friars. As a community you have had your pri-
vileged place for your worship. Your first Church was buiit
over three hundred and fifty years ago. The actual and more
imposing edifice is just one hundred years old. | am with
you in thanking our Heavenly Father for your glorious history.

Looking forward, you are invited to face the challenge
of modern times and of modern problems; you ate expected

to contribute to the birth of a new society where justice, peace
and harmony may reign.

My prayer and wish is that you, the actuai parishioners
of-the church of St. uohn the Baptist, and those who will
foliow you, may imitate your heavenly Patron, whese mission

it was to prepare the way for Christ, to point out Christ
to those who came fo him.

Colombo, 1st March 1989

+ Francois Bacque'
Apostolic Pro-Nungio
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First prize Miss. Dalrene Ushani Manuelpillai.
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OUR CHURCH BELL

Our church bell stands tall for years il
iehi ester years
Erected bv an eminent parishioner of yester ¥

It rings in the morn

It rings in the noon

It rings as dusk dawns

Reminding us of the Angelus hymns
And the thanksgivings before we dine
It tolls for the dead

It r'ngs for the weds

It ¢ imes on festive days

For some it is an alarm

For most it is Christian warmth

Whatever may be up
Our church bell goes on and on.

_ First Prize:- Dalrene Ushani Manuelpillai
13 Years.

Onr Cpad:rc’m Saint
St. John the Baptiost

John the Baptist was born to Elizabeth and Zachary in a town in

Judea, about six months before the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. His
parents who were very pious and virtuous brought him up with care. He
started his mission when he was 32 years old. He withdrew into a desert
beyond Jordon to fast and pray. He ate locuts and wild honey and wore a
rough garment of .Camel’s hair tied with a lealhern girdle, When he started
to preach iu the villages of Judea he was haggard and uncouth, but his eyes
burnt with zeal, and his voice was deep and attractive. The ’Jews iaod
him at once as it was a very hard time for them. After hearing the sermon
from the holy man many believed he was the long awaited messiah But.
John quickly put them right saying that he had Gt B prcodse, th . :
- he was not worthy to unloose the master’s Sap I T waydan
Jerusalem and he was called “ the Baptiser. ** His WOl vy tom% Sprea ;0
people who daily came to him for baptism, Among them w haptlsf: .t e
Jesus chose to be baptised in order to identify himself S at;et ;lau n]::;ssnlz:::;
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u preachings he accused Herodias for living with
her husband Philiph’s brother Herod. He was the Governor of Palestine.

Herodias was very angry and she plotted against the life of John whom
she managed to put in the prison, At last she got a chance on the birthday of
Herod. At the feast Salome the daughter of Herodias pleased the king so

much by her dancing that he gave her a rash promise that he wo
her anything she asked for, even half of his Kin

her wicked mother asked for the head of Joh
shocked and unnerved by this horrible request. Soon her wish was granted
and thus the head of John the Baptist was presented on a silyer dish. The
disciples of Jesus heard the news of John’s death. They came and took the
body and laid it reverently in a tomb. Jesus was very sad. He withdrew to 2

desert to mouran. St. John the Baptist being one of his cousins and one highly
esteemed by Him.

In the course of John's

uld give
gdom. Salome influenced by
n the Baptist. Herod was

First Prize:- Floreen Tisseverasinghe
12 Years

Fohn The Baptist

It was foretold by Esais

A voice crying in the wilderness
Shall prepare the way

For the coming of the Lord.

That voice was Jobn :
Begotten of Zacharias and Elizabeth
He went about [udaea

Preaching the Baptism of repentance

The voice was loud and clear
And his message

Repent ye of your sins .
Fc(:f the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand

John baptised people with water
But promised them that "

He who would come.after I-Jn_'fl i
Shall baptise them with Holy Spirit

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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And so it came to pass
That the Scriptures be fulfilled
jesus came to Jordon

And was baptised John

John baptised Him

As he did others with water

When lo and behold! :
The Spirit of God descended on him

Let us sing to the glory of John
Let us sing to our Lord ]emlls
Let us repent first for our sins

ye baptised with the Holy Spirit. %
[.et us be baptised w G P i
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‘With the Best Compliments
of
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SHAHEERA'S

$-37 1st Floor Central Super Market Complex

COLOMBO (1. (SRI LANKA)
TEL. 31735, 545861

A.J. WASSIL
Managing Partner
SPECIALISED IN:-

AUDIO & VIDEO CASSETTES
GALCULATORS AND FANCY GOODJS
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LEYDEN GARMENTS

249, POWER HOUSE ROAD. 86.K.K.5. ROAD.
JAFFNA, JAFFNA.,
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