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A GREAT LOSS TO SUMERIAN STUDIES.
PROFESSOR ASHLEY HALPE

We were groatly disturbed to hear of the death of our old friend
and colleague who had been associated with us in faculty and senate
meetings even during the preceding week,

1 vividly remember the notice taken in campus circles of his
return with a D, Phil. from Oxford in 1957, He was perhaps the first
D, Phil. in his field in this country and certainly the first to join our
faculty, We both had rooms at Ramanathan Hall and scon found
ourselves courting our wives-to-be at Hilda Obeyesekera Hall, a
parallelism in our fortunes that has continued right through our
university careers,

Satha, as we have always called him familiarly and
affectionately, has had 1o face many vicissitudes and has always done
so with wisdom and patience. He did not allow several ransfers and

changes of administration to shake his equanimity just as he met the
troubles that have  affected  the Tamils of Sri Lanka with digniry
and with no  alteration of his cordiality to other S Lunkans. In this
respect | am myself the better for his friendship and grateful for the
many occasions on which this hard worker and careful provider for
his Family drew my attention to practical details of our conditions of
service which had escaped my notice,

His massive research and record of publication will be an
enduring menument to this great schobar. 1 look forward to the day
when a hilingual poet might enabie s anthology of Sri Lankan Tamil
Poetry to be enjoyed outside the world of Tamil letters. Scholars in
many parts of the world will know that his untimely death is 2 great
loss to Sumerian stodies,

My wile and 1 offer our sincerest sympathy and our prayers to
Mrz, Sathasivam and her children.
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From the Senate of the University of Peradeniya

“1 did not know prof. Sathasivam very well. Therefove, |
examined his personal file and it was an educanon (o ses il 1 found
niot only that he had been in the University since, 1952, but that with
very little complaint he had been moved from place o place within
the University service. He had been here, then Colombo Vidvalankara,
Colombo, This is becauze the requirements of teaching of Tamil had
demanded it 1 was very struck by this [ can imagine what my reaction
might have been if during the service of the University. | had to
move from town [0 town, no doubt moving the family ups and down.
There is every indication from the records of his degree of nesearch
and  scholarship which he has developed within the discipline,
especially in the early years, which he has managed 1o continee even
while moving from place to place. Again, as | say, | make no apology
from the fact, I find it from the recornds. | think it is a very noteworthy
festure. He had been in three Universities; a somewhat unusual
phenomenon. He has been a professor here for approximately 18
years, His death was an unexpected one and his burial took place in
Jal¥na a few days ago It is difficult to know how we could adequately
express our feelings to his family, now that the person concerned
has passed away, the gratitude I think that as a University we must
have for teachers who have served with such a degree of dedication
of through ol kinds of easy and difficult circumstances should be
eternal. One suggeston which I would like to rake is perhaps the
Faculty of Ars might like to consider an Emeritus Posthumus
Professorship, The other suggestion at this stage [ would like to ask
if anyone else would like to make any remarks about his caresr.”

AP R. Aluwihare
Vice-Chancellor
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A FRIEND INDEED

With the sudden demise of Professor A. Sathasivam in his
village in the Jaffna peninsula we lost an Oriental schofar of repute
in Tamil and Dravidian  lingaistics Professor Sathasivam started
his academic eareer in the University of Ceylon and 1 came to know
him very well during the carly 50°s in Peradeniva. Professor
Sathasivam was a genial and friendly person who mixed cordialiy
with many people and as he was not parochial or norrow in his outlook
he counted several friends among his associates who spoke different
languages and professed different faiths. Sathasivam was no sectanan,
he wis & humanist, and tolerant person.

It was inleresting and entermaining to listen to Professor
Sathasivam when he used o recount his  days in Oxford where he
produced a remarkably well researched thesis dealing with Tamil
grammuar. Later on, he wrote in very simple and lucid language his
experiences in Oxford and many a Tamil student has been able (o
read this pleasant book of his which shows his sense of humour as
well as his ability to communicate.

Professor Sathasivam was one of those who  cume very early
into the Colombo Campus when a second Arts Faculty was being set
up. He Continued to work both in Colombo and Peradeniya and also
in Kelaniya when he was a teacher of Tami] and linguistics, Hindu
civilization and culture. Many are the students who have been tanght
and guided by him and whom he had torned into lovers of the Tamil
language and literature, Professor Sathasivam wias an assiduous
research worker, He was devored to his eradite study of Dravidian
linguistics and grammar is well known among academics here and
abroad for his publications as well as his learned contributions made
in numerous semindrs and conferences.
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He was widely ravelled and well read. He served as Sob
warden of a hostel, Ramanathan Hall, in Peradeaiya as Head of
Depariment, Dean and Council member of the University, Moreover,
he was a member of severul societies and associations, both national
and international,

A3 aman, he led a simple life and 1 remember the great interest
he had in taking to cultivation in the Vanni area. Unfortunately, with
the eruption of troubles over there, he had to abandon his agricoltural
mterest but he continued to be a lover of rural society and in a way it
is appropriate that he had gone back to his village o die although
sadly at an untimely age. He had more years of service to render o
the development of research studies in linguistics and language. His
death has made scholarship in Dravidian sindies poorer,

Professor Sathasivam was versatile in his - interests, He had a
rood knowledge of orental languages  even when he entered the
University and as a tescher in the University he took to teaching not
only Tamil but also subjects like Tamil culture, Hinduism and Hindu
culure. with his death we have lost an ouistanding scholar, and also
the intellectual world of the Tamils have been left with & void which
it will be difficult wo fill,

A generous man, always pleasant, and with a healthy sense of
humour Professor Sathazivam, was one of the most liked teachers of
our Universitics. He counted numerous friends and many are the
siudents who remain hizs admirers I it is of some solace o his
bereaving family they can know that Professor Sathastvam will be a
much missed man in the community of academics in Sri Lanka and
abroad. His death has diminished muny.

Frofessor Bertram Bastiampillai
Diean, Faculty of Arts,
University of Colombao,
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An Academian And Philosopher

It was with deep sorrow that we heard of the death of our
colleague Professor Arumogam Sathasivam. He was a brilliant
noademic who had won international recognition in his subject
Tamil Language.

Professor Sathasivam was a mixture of academic and
philosopher a most respected and lovable person. A man who
devoted his life to his family, students and fiends, Having
associated with him for over 25 years from the time we were
sub wardens at the University, | know the deep care and concem
he had for others. He was literally in a category by himself, asa
man who brought a great deal of joy into the lives of many of
his students. They, like we, will miss this great teacher.

Prof. Emil A. Wijewanta

Professor of Veterinary Microbiology
&

Head, Department of Veterimary

Parsclianical Studies.
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WE ARE LEFT WITH THE THOUGHT
Prof. S. Thillainathan

The lme Professor Arumugam Sathasivam began his academic
career when he joined the staff of the then University of Ceylon at
Pergdeniya in 1952. For a period of about 13 years, in 1968 o 19381,
he served at the University of Colombo as its first Professor of Tamil.
In 1981 he returned 1o us at Peradeniya University to adorn its chair
of Tamil.

Professor Sathasivim had his early educagion mainly at JaiTna
College and at Ananda College, Colombao. Even in his Pre - University
. student days he demonstrated his interest in Oriental learning by
carning for himself the title of a Pundit of the Madurai Tamil

Sangham.

After & brilliant career at the University of Ceylon where he
graduated with First Class Honours in Tamil he took his academic
interests to higher and higher and higher levels by first obtaining .a
Master's degree from the University of Ceylon and then by obtaining
a D, Phal. at Ballio]l College, Oxford University. There, he worked
under the renowned oriental scholar. Pro. Burrow, in camrying out
his research for the thesis on the * Structure of the Tamil Verb *

In Professor Sathasivam one sees a very productive blending
of traditional Tamil learning with training in the modern developments
in linguistics. It is this type of rich background that enabled and
inspired Prof, Sathasivam o attempt a sudy soambitious as Sumernian
connections with Tamil culture which unfortunately he could not
complete... However he has left behind a lasting monument to his
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scholarship in the form of the Anthology of S Lankan Tamil Poetry
which he compiled with the assistance of some traditional Tamil
scholars in S Lanka. In doing this he not only, preserved for posterily
many unknown and rare early works by 51 Lankan poets but also
provided inspiration and materialz 1o the nascent movement to
establish the identity of a Sir Lankan Tamil Literature.

Prof. Sathasivam was a devoted teacher who did not confine

his teaching to just o few felds. He taught a wide range of Subjects

mcloding linguistics, grammar, literature and religion. He also took
a keen interest in the welfare of the students serving as Sub Warden
and Student Counsellor on varous occasions and in guiding the
activities of the Tamil Society and the Hindu Students” Union.,

Prof. Ssthasivam was a man of infinite courage and whatever
he undertook he carried forward spuming pleasure and at the sacrifice
of much personal comforts,

It 15 appropriate aow 1o quote a verse from the great work
Thirukkural which Prof. Sathasivam loved so much :

saning Sensosn ecrar Clflse

sieneng s yead Egnyle

It means, “The learned give us joy when we are in their
company, but when they part we are left with the thought, "'Oh when
shall we meet again.”

Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife, four children and other
members of his family in their sed bereavement.

We who miss him pray for his Atma o artain Sivapatham.

A5
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& A REPUTED SCHOLAR a
] ;
It was with deep shock that we heard of the sudden death of %
9 Professor Arumugam Sathasivam who  devoted to Peradeniya

D

B

TR (e

e

University twenry years of his 36 year long academic career which 1:;

commenced in 1952, 3|
e

Professor Sathasivam had a distinguished career as a student 4

and a University lecturer and researcher. He graduated from the g
University of Ceylon (Peradeniya) with First Class Honoors in Tamil 3
m 1952 and obtained a Masters’ Degree from (he same University in 3

1954. He was awarded the degree of D. Phil, by the University of 3

“Oxford for his research. 3

During the many years he served at Peradeniva, Professor 1.‘}
Sathasivam made an invaluable contribution to the study of Tamil and =
Hindu Civilization and was respected by his studenis as well a5 his :,
cobleagues, He played o significant role in organizing and gpmding the q
academic and extra-curricelar activites of the Faculty of Arts. o
Professor Sathasivam will be remembered by all those who were E::

associated with him as a reputed scholar, as & conscientious worker 5
and s a devoted eacher,

=)
We offer his bereaved family our sincere condolences. May his £
soul rest in pegce. :

3

Prof, J. M, Gunadase J

Dean, Faculty of Arts 5
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A GOOD SCHOLAR
I. B. DISANAYAKA, Colombo University
Sara, who kept me in good humour ot Berkeley.

As T sal m my study, one Summer's evening, reading
Wheelock's Introduction 1o Latin, T could se¢ through the french
window, off and on people walking along the pavement in Milvia
Avene, one of the wider roads bordering the Berkeley campus of
the University of California, "Laudo, 1 praise.... landas, you praise....
lsudar. What.. wasn't thitT..I"m sure that was.." [ let the ook slip
away, ran out of my study and jumpedon to  the pavement. Yes. that
wiis he alright! He, whom I'saw about six months ago at Peradeniva.
I couldn't  help shouting “Professor Satasivam!™ and he couldn’t
help being taken aback. All smiles on our faces. We almost embraced
each other in pleasant surprise. That was how T met Prof, Satasivam
on his second or third doy in California, where he spent part of his
gabbatical, leave. He had just come 1o the University of California

from Pennsylvania,

In no time. Prof. Satasivam and 1 became the best of friends
on the Bekeley campus, working in the same Depariment of
Linguistics, where | was working towards my Masters in Linguistics.
He was engrossed in his research project on Sumernian. I listened to
him many tmes dnd heard him discuss his hypothesis with eminent
lingu-ists of the calibre of Prof. Emenean with great enthusiasm. He
was collecting data from old Sumerian texts to prove that Sumerian
wias the parent language that gave birth 1o the Dravidian family of

LT
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languages, of which Tamil was the oldest. Every time that he came
E up with a new etymology which supported some sound law or snother,
‘& he was as excited as a child who had won a handful of marbles! He

” had, by then, collected a few volumes of such etymologies, but his
g untimely death has deprieved the world of the froits of his research.

3 {Jn many a week-end, Suta, a5 he was familiarly known among
& his friends, invited me to his hoose, where | met his charming wife,
who never failed to prepare kirihodi in troe Sn Lankan style. They
ﬁ were like my foster pirvents, and for a bachelor, such parenis are real
e friends in need.”

g ; Sata never made me feel that he was a Tamil, except when he
',. came up with some “problem™ He had siudied Pali at Ananda Collepe
w anid used to *boast’ that he nhways did better than a certain Professor
.;, of Buddhist Philosophy, who also happened to be in his class, We
;" had cur children in the same schools in Colombo, At one time, we
o were in the sarme Department in the Colombo campus the Departiment
E of Languages and Cultural Studies, of which he was the head.

E With his passing away, | have lost a good friend, and the
- Uiniversity has lost a good lecturer and scholar, May peace be with

s him, wherever he is and wherever he will bel

S
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A REVERED TEACHER

It 15 difliculi to believe that Prof. A, Sathasivam is not

amidst us any longer.

I have had the pood fortune to belong 1o the first batch of
students he taught at the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya. Since
then, during the last 33 years, | have been associating with him
socially, officially and professionally,

[ike to record a special favour he rendered by providing
me accommaodation at the University of Peradeniva in his own
quarters when | was preparing to sit for the Ceylon Civil Service
examination and the great assistance he gave me in supplying
books, magoazines and other literature.

He was a revered teacher from whom every student could
expect fair play, encouragement and ungrudging support. His
capacily for dedicated work and his persevering nature in
successfully completing projects were special anributes. His
contribution to Education, Literature, Society and to mankinsd
15 noteworthy.

R.Paskaralingam
Secretary,

Ministry of Local Government.,
Hoezing & Consiruction.
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AS CHIEF EXAMINER
ARTHUR WEDAMALLA,
ADDL, COMMISSIONER OF EXAMS.

The sudden death of Professor. AL Sathasivam came a5 a rude
shock toome and undonbted]y left a void in the hearts of his beloved

aises, relatives and friends.

Prof. Sathasivam associated himself very closely with the
Depiartment of Examinations from the time of its inception by

" rendering invaluable services till the time of his death. As Controlling

Chief Examiner for Tamil and Hinduism for GC.E. (A/L)
Examinations and Tamil Language and Saivism for GCE. (O/L)
Examinations he discharged his duties very earnestly, He showed a
very high scademic excellence in all these evaluation activities. He
had also the rare privilege of serving as a Member of the Board of
Exzaminers for the prestigious Examinations such as the Ceylon Civil
Service amnd late the Sri Lanka Administrative Service Examinations.

The Officers of this Department who were responsible for the
preparition of Question papers had to seek very often the assistance
of Prof. Sathasivam in a varely of translation work. He was an
Authority on Tamil Grammar. Prof. Sathasivam very often displayed
a remarkable capacity for work. His level of Commitment 1o
whatever he undertook was exemplary,

s

R

2, R Loy
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Since the Department does not employ adequate number of

# officers highly proficient in Tamil, we  depend on the University

Stafl and Prof. Sathasivam was always picked up lirst. There were
several difficult sinsations which needed competent Tamil Examiners
and on  all such occasions the services of Prof. Sathasivam were
rendily available to this Department. One could see very often this

- Don moving about in the premises of the Department with the

charming smile, relentlessly attending to vanous matters he was
called for, Even ot the time of his dealth, he was working as a
Controlling Chief Examiner for GC.E. (A/L) Hinduism and Saivism,
': Tamil (Second Language) for the GC.E. {O/L) July 1988, He was
simple, unassuming, humourous and soft spoken and these noble
qualities of this great man attracted his friends and foes equally
poraeitrds him.

Men miy come und men may go: but the memories of very
few like Prof. Sathasivam remain in our minds for ever, lllustrious

% men and women produced by him velumes of his research studies of

Internitional reputation, and Research Papers presented by him at
the International Conferences on linguistic stadies on Tamil Language

bear testimony for his professional and academic excellency,

MAY HE ATTAIN NIBBANA
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A PROMOTER OF PEACE
THROUGH RELIGION

Prof. L. G HEWAGE

The sad news that Prof, A. Sathasivam passed sway suddenly

after a brief illness, when he visited his home town reached us rather & )

[ate, and it was not poszible for most of us even o attemd his luneral
held in Jaffna, We are indeed éxtremely sorry that inevitable

circumatances have led to such on unexpected bereavement  to his

- family and to 8l others near and dear to  him. Those of us who §

worked with him for several years in promoting inter-relipions co-
aperation for peace with the Asian Conference on Religion and Peace
{ACRP) based m Singapore ard Japan, and the World Conference

on Religion and Peace ((WEEF) based in New York and Geneva,

have to express our sincere appreciation of his devoted service in

trying to promote peace throungh religion and religious education. 3

Late Prof. Sathasivaun was one of the Executive Presidents of the Sn
Lanka Chapter of the ACRP and WCRF and was nominated as our

Hindu defegate from 56 Lanka even for the next world assembly of

the WCRP scheduled o be held in Australia during the early part of
the next vear, because he  was one of the four S Lankan members

of the Board of Directors of the ACRP.

| met Prof. Sathasivam first when we were bath serving as
inembers of the Beligious Education  Advisory Committees of the

g B R S O o g L e L T o R T T, e T e bl
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Ministry of Edecation. In that work | had the good opportunity of
knowing about his personal convictions and deep interesis in
promaoting religious education for peace. When we had to nominate
a Hindu delegate from Sei Lanka for the first Asian Conference on
Religion and Peace (ACRP-1) held in Singapore 1976, he was our
choice, He hias been with us therealter at the ACREP-2 in Mew Delhi
(1981}, ACRP-3 in Seoul (1986), WOCRP-3 in Princeton, New Jersey,
(1979, WCRP 4 in Nairobi (1984}, and all the Board Meetings of
the were ACRP held in between. In all these conferences here
presented Sri Lanka in General and the Hindu Community of Sni
Lanka in paricular, consistently as a leader who stood for one S
Lanks where Buddhists, Hindus Muslims and Christians could live
together in peace as they did in the Past for several centuries. In all
these conferences there were several Hindu delegates from Indis
und some even from Nepal, Theréfore writing background papers
eic. based on Hindu philosophy went invanably o the Indian scholars,
However, his contribution was highly appreciated and in great
demand at all deliberations whenever he was presenl.

Al the national level 100 whenever we had to undertake any
responsibility on behall of the ACRP or WCRP, he promptly repended
on behalf of the Hindu Commumty. | remember last vear ACRP held
its gnnual Execulive Council meeting here in S Lanka and we had
to make some of the local arrangements. He organized a vegetarian
dinner for all the foreign and some local invitees with the president
of the All Ceyion Hindu Congress as our host and we were all given

an opportunity of meeting most of the leaders of the Hindu
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Community in Colombo, He never failed w do his part as member of
a team. In all the conferences we attended we had to ofien travel ;
together, live together, and work together as Sn Lankans. Saths, as
wie all called him, proved to be one of the best companions we have
had and we all could enjoy every minute of his company, mainly due
0 tis pleasant behaviour pattern and the never failing emotional
adjustment inspite of some of our provocations 10 the contrary
whenever we look up controversial 1ssues for discussion before mking
vital decision.

He wis the model of a product of a good education based on 5
religious philosophy and he never failed o express his gratimude 1o
our leading Buddhist school, Anamda College, where e said, he had

4 stgnificant part of his edocation. He always avaided extremes and
tried to follow o Middle path as he understood it.

Prof. Sathasivam we knew him was a very religious man, quite 3
sincere and honest. He led the life of an exemplary lay citizen doing :-:
his duty by his wife and children, and even his relations using his
knowledge and position to good use, for the welfare of all. Therefore
we can be ceriain his next life too will be quite noble and sublime.
May his spinmual aspirations be achieved soon.
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3 A GENIAL SOUL

L PROF. G. I, WLIAYAWARDHANA.
o University of Colombao,

& With the sad and untimely death of Professor A_Sathasivam, 8n
E. Lanka has lost an outstanding Tamil scholar and & sincere protagonist
3 of racial Amity,

g “Satha” was a dedicated academic (at n time when this particular
p. breed 1 getling raser and rarer in this country) and had academic
pursuits uppermaost in his mind, whenever he met us he was full of
& excitement about the research he was involved in or the paper he was
E writing: and he spoke of them with such enthusiasm that no one could
, help being interested. His main preocoupation was with his research
i on the link between Sumerian and Dravidian; and a considerable
¥ wmount of his time and energy over ihe past several years were expended
2 on compiling a Sumetian Dravidian dictionary. This research which
was breaking mew ground in the history of Dravidian languages
_:' particularly Tamil was enthusiastically received by linguists the world
over, and Satha was invited 1o many an international forum of linguists
E’ to present his views on the subject. Tt was 2 great pity and a severe
% loss o posterity that he could pot live to Anish this work and see it
3 through in print,

.;, I had the opportunity o work in close calluboration with
¢ Professor Sathasivam in numerous assignments that we were called

L
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upon to handle for the Department of Examinations and other 3
government institutions. He was an indefatigable worker, punctual &
o @ fanly and if at any stage enthusiasm flagged, he was there
goad everyone wo action and get the job done. He was always cheerful
and mever lost his temper; and was adept al handling a volatile
situation with diplomacy and tact. Above all, he liked the company
of his friends and his overflowing warmheartedness was always 2

explicit.

And Satha was such a genial soul. He exuded goodwill and
ben homie wherever he went, and never spoke ill of any one. In his 3
long career in Peradeniya and in Colombo he had made & number of

care, and was proud of its progress as any academic would be. Even -

though he Jater had 10 go on transfer to Peradendya doe to exigencies
of service, he muintained contact with the University of Colombo <4
throughout with enthusinsm,

Professor Sathasivam’s unexpected departure has left void in &
our academic circles which is hard to fill.

a7
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- Worker And My Teacher

Professor Dr. A. Sanmugadas
Department of Tamtl
University of Jaffnn.

I was 2 student of late Professor D Arumugam Sathasivam in
University of Ceylon, Peradeniva from 1955 10 1963. 1 know hum
sinee then, He had been a source of inspiration for the voung lecturers
in the Department of Tamil to work hard in order to become a reputed
scholar like him. As an energetic Young Scholar, he had beén setting
an example for both the members of the academic commumity and
the students.

Late Professor Sathasivam hails from o respectable Tamily
from Araly in Vaddukoddai. He was born in 1926. After completing

his primary and secondary education. he sat for his Pundit

% Examination and passed it. After becoming a Tamil Pundit he joined
F Jaffnu College, Vaddukoddai to follow the University Entrance
? Examination and entered the University of Ceylon in 1948, After
passing the First year Examination he read Tamil for his Special
! Ans Degree Course. He passed the Final Degree Examination in
1952 Securing First Class Honours. In the same year, he joined the
Department of Tamil as an Assistant Lecturer. Soon he settled down
to work for his Master of Arts Degree. He had been o stodent of late
Professor K. Kanspathipillai, late Professor V. Chelvanayagam and
Professor 5. Vithiananthan. Professor Kanapathipillai's teaching must
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have made an impact on him. Thus, he oo wanted to be a linguist.
He proceeded to United Kingdom in 1954 to Jearn Modern Linguistics
and to pursue with his Doctoral research in Oxford Undversity under
the guidance and supervision of a reputed Dravidian linguist Professor
Burrow. He studied “The structure of the Tamil Verb™ and gained
his D. Phil. Degree. He was the first Tamil Scholar from Sti Lanka
w receive such a higher degree from Oxford University. In 1965, he
became the head of the Department of Tamil in the Colombo Campus
of University of S Lanka and in 1969 he became the first Professor
of Tamil in the Colombo Campaus.

Professor Sathasivam had presented a number of research
papers in Tamil grammar, Dravidian linguistics and Sumerian studies

5, inmany Intemational Conferences. He made use of his first Sabbatical

leave to further his studies on Sumerian in the United Kingdom and
the Unired States. As a Fulbright Scholar, he made use of that
opportunily to work with another world renowned Dravidian linguist,
namely, Professor M. B. Emeanean. Sumerian had been his favourite
subject of research till his untimely death. Even at the Sixth
International Conference Seminar of Tamil Studies held last year in
Kuala Lumpar, he presented a paper on Sumerian language. As 4 life
long work, he had prepared a [arge dictionary of Sumerian words. It
is 1o be published.

Professor Susumo Ohno, with whom my wife Manonmani and
[ are cooperating on the study of Japanese Tamil Relationship, on
behalf of Gakushuin University, Tokyo, invited Professor Sathasivam
te wisit its Faculty of Letters for a shost period to eonsult on certain
midters relating to our research. He and his wife spent two months s
Gitkushuin University. My wife had the pleasure of working with

her former teacher in a foreign University,
AL T WS I o T T TN ) (e T W (2, (o SR
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. As a student in University of Ceylon, Peradeniya | used to :
15 admire him walking like a proud don along the corridors of *Ars
Block' and the Pillaring Sectuon of the University Library. He was ™
always seen carrying a heap of books in his hands. He had also been a
a mediator for many successful marriages of Campus couples. %
Manonmani (Larer to hecome my wife) vsed fo live in his house .:"n
during the University vacations to study. As an undergraduate 1 too 2
had my pranks in the Canpus, Once | cast some remarks on Professor
E Sathasivam at an after dinner speech. They offended him andbhe 2
& weanted to take disciplinary action against me by reporting to the
'_'E' Vice Chancellor, But, he did not do 50, One day he called me and 3
" aid, “1 am excusing you thiz ime just because of Manonmaniand T 3

4
E,‘ do not want? 1o separate a nice young couple”. 1 cannot forget this
¥ incident,

Professor Sathasivam loved his family. As an academic, he
had schieved whatever he wanted, As the head of his family. he strved
haed to see that his children too avail themselves with similar &
, achicvements. His eldest son is an Engineer, eldest davughter is o
fe medical student and the second daughter is a student in University &
- of Colombo. His last son is to enter the University this year. His
2 heloved, wife. Thirugnaneswary had been a silent partner in all his %
achievements. Bonded together by a unity of feeling, they went 4
= through the thick and thin of life always shining example of whata
fumily and what a couple should be. Nobody can share her ;
beregvement, To the children loss of their father is an irreparable
one.

__ May hiz soul attain eternal peace and sanctity ai the feet of
#  Lord Nadarajah!
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EVENTS & ACHIEVEMENTS
15-02-1926 - Birth Araly South

Primary Education

1930 - 194]

(i)  Araly Saraswathy Vidyalayam
(ny  Araly Hindu English school,

1941 - Passed Senior S¢hool Certificate in the First
Division {Tamil Medium)

1942 - 1945 - Jafina College, Vaddukoddai

1943 - Passed Pravesa Pendiths Examination

1645 - Passed Senior. School Certificate in the First
Division (English medium).

1945 - 1947 - Ananda Collepe, Colombao,

1947 -- Passed Higher School Certificate

1947 - Passed Mathurai Pandit Examination.

LUniversity Education

1948 - 1952 - B. A. Tamil special passed in st Division
University of Peradeniva

1954 = M. A. University of Peradeniva

1954 - 1956 Ph. I, University of Oxford,

Professional Career

1952 - Assistant Lecturer, University of Ceylon
Peradeniya

1952 - 1965 - Senior Lecturer,
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya,

1965 - 1967 - Head of the Department of Tumil
Umiversity of Cevlon, Colombo.

1967 - 1969 Head of the Department of Tamil,
Colombo Campuos.
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1970 - Appoined as Professor of Tamil
Colombo Campus,

19701 - 1980 Professor & Head of Department of Tamil
Colombo Campus.

1941 - 1988 - Professor, University of Peradeniya,

Scholarships and Fellowships

1943 - Weon award for Passing in st clasg in
Pravesa Panditha Examination.

1955 - Won Sir Maharajah Singh’s award
at “Balliol College’ Oxford.

1564 - Awarded ‘Fulbright’ Research Scholarship in
Linguistics.

1973 . Awarded “‘Common wealth Academic statf
Fellowship”

1983 - Awarded Special Research Fellowship Tamil
University, Tanjavur India,

1586 - Awarded Research Assistance Gaknshin
University, Tokyo.

Universities Attended

(i1 1948-1952 - University of Ceylon.

{il} 1954 - 1956 - University of Oxford, LI, K.

fiiiy 1964 - 19655 - University of Pennsylvama, U. 5. A,

{ivd 1965 University of Calitornia, Berkeley.

{(vi 1973-1974

- University of Oxford, U, K.

(vi) 1085-1986 - Tamil University, Tanjavur, India.

(vii) 1986
Pl s W L

Ciakushin University Tokyo.
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Some of the Important Conferences
Attended Oriental and Linguistics Conferences.

iy 1961 -  All India Onientul Conference, Sri Nagar

ity W62 -  The Ninth Intemational Congress of Linguists
Massachusets U, 5. A,

{iii) 1964 - 26th International Congress of Orientalists Delhi.

Religion and Peace Conferences.
1979 - Third Waorld Conference on Religion and Peace
Princeton Mew Jersey US.A

1981 - Second Asign Conference on Religion and Peace
Mew Delhi.
1984 -  Fourth World conference on Religion and Peace
Nairobi Kenya )
1986 - Third Asian Conference on Religion & Peace }
Scoul 5. Korea 2
International Conference of Tamil Studies 2
1966 - First International Conference of Tamil Studies i
Mulaysia JI
1970 - Second International Conference of Tamil Studies 1
Madras. 2
1982 - Fifth International Conference of Tamil Studies :
Madurai 5
1987 - Sixih International Conference of Tamil Studies 4
Malaysia 'EJ'
B W DWW N L W o, W T 0
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Member of the I'nl.]uwi.ng Sntnztll:s and ﬂrgimuallun
1943 - Ariya Thiravida Bashavirethi Sangam

1963 - Advisor, Ariva Thiravida Bashaviruthi Sangam

1967 - President, Ariya Thiravida Bashaviruthi Sangam

2} Sahithva Mandalain
1962 - 1965 - Representative of the Eastern Linguistic

1960 «  Head of the Tarnil Section
1970 Head of Tamil Drama Society
Religion
1976 - 1988 - Director, Asia Conference on Religion and

Peace, Singapore

1979 - 1988 - Member, World Conference of Religion
and Peace, Geneva

1979-1988 - Vice President, Nationial Council for Religion
and Peace, Sn Lanka

Linguistics
Linguistic Society of India
Philological Society of England

Linguistic Society of America
Advisory Board Member
1961-1988 - Member of the Educational Poblication
Advisory Board
1980 - 1988 - Member of the Tamil & Hindu Advisory
Board of the Ministry of Education
985 - Member of the Dance Drama Panel of

Sn Lanks Rupavahini Corporation
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Extra activities “
Controller of Examinations i

Saivism and Tamil - GC.EQ/L
Hinduism and Tamil - GC.E A/L

3. Member of the Board of Examiners for Sri Lanka
Administrative Service Examinations. )
External Examiner of Ph. ID. thesis for the following l.fllh‘-l!ni“iﬂﬂ.
- Kerala University 3
- Madurai Kamaraj University 2
- Annnmalai University -
- Madras University 2
- Edinborrow Liniversity a
- Maluya University

Puhlication

Seversl Publications of books and Papers in Tamil & English including: %
Books a
1. 1956- The structure of the Tamil Verb Volome 1. & 11 E'
{English) >
2. 1959 - Kurothuesi kovai  (Tamil) ;
3. 1963 - Arachi Kaddurai Ezhuthum Murai-(Tamil) 2
4. 1963 - Gnanna Pallu (Editor) Tamil
5., 1965 - Sumerian A Dravidian Language (English) g
6. 1966 - Anthology of Ceylon Tamil Poetry (Tumil) :
1966 - Tamil Mozhi Varalary (Tamil) 2
7. 1973 - A Dictionary of Ceylon Tamil Usage Volume L. - V. 4§
(English & Tamil)
1986 - Origin and Development of Tamil Words, (Tamil) <
- LN g L0y o TV P L ) L TN, (51 T, WL T -.1'.'-J-
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Papers
1958 -

1961 -

1962 -

10t -

L6 -

19469 -

1987 -

An Etymological Dictionary of Sumero Dravidian or
Kumari Family of Languages (Enghish Manuscript)

“The Suffix in Cankam Tamil' Tamil Cullure
Volume VI,

"Syntnx of old Tamil® All India Onenial Conference
Srinagar.

*Current Status of Dravidian Historical and
Comparative Studies’

Proceedings of the Ninth International Congress of
Linguists L, 5, A,

From Kumen to Sumer’

‘Primitive Tamil and Proto - Dravidian 26th
International Congress of Orientalists Delhi,

*Thee Dravidian Origin of Sumerian writing’
Proceedings of the First Intemnational Conference
Semnar of Tamil Studies Vol [11.

Linguistics IN CEYLON. Tamil Current Trends in
Linguistics Yol 5

Linguistics in South Asia 1969

Affimties between Deavidian and Samerion
STUDIES IN ‘SUMER-DRAVIDIAN
PHONOLOGY" Sixth International Conference
Seminar of Tumil Studies Vol 111

V. Kanagaratnam :
Lecturer Peradeniya :
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