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JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE

1834 — 1934
CETENARY
MEMORIAL EDITION
1936

« Mr. Edward O. Martin — Principal — inaugurated the College
Magazine entltled THE CENTRAL in 1900. It was published
as a monthly till 1902......" p. 66

“ Early in 1004, Mr. Wilkes revived the publication of the College
Magazine entitled ‘The Central’, the chief object of which,
according to him, was “to chronicle the varied events of
school-life and so to strengthen the feeling of continuity and
heritage of the school”. The magazine was issued as a
quarterly and by means of it, the Old Boys and friends were
kept informed of the achievements of the school and its most
pressing needs”. p. 70

EDITORIAL BOARD

Mr. N. Rasaratnam - Tamil Mr. K. Manickavasagar — Secretary

Mr. A. M. David — English Mr. K. Ragunathan — Officer
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Teacher Counsellor Certificate
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Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan: the Principal I knew
N. RASARATNAM, B.A., Dip. Ed.

Ex-Presidgent, Teach:rs'

Circle, Jafina Central College

He who does the task
Dedicated by duty,

Carin : nothing

For fruit of the action,

He is a yogi.

When I think of my period of
service at Jaffna Central College
under the Principalship of V. E. K.
Shanmuganathan from 1971 to 1980,
I am reminded of the above sayings
of Lord Krishna in the Gita.

Mr. Shanmuganathan took office
at Central in 1971 immediately on
his well earned promotion to the
Selection Grade Of course, he was
no stranger to Central, for he had
been a teacher here for about an year
in the early fifties and he is an old
Johnian, He is a remarkable per-
sonality not only in the field of edu-
cation but in his interests in the
welfare of the society. The Neer-
vely Community Centre and Creche
are examples to speak of his tireless
social services.

Central was proud to welcome
him as Principal, for it was already
aware of the work he had done in his
former school — Kopay Christian
College. and his fame as an edu-
cationist, disciplinarian and an ad-
ministrator was well known.

If Central has attained great
fame as a leading college in Jafina,
it is due to the eminent Principals
who toiled hard for its glory and

—Bhagavad-Gita ch. vi

Mr. Shanmuganathan, during his
service of nearly ten years, has done
his share too.

With the administrative experi-
ence he gained as Principal at
Kopay Christian College he straight-
away started off to work at Central.
He had before him the task of com-
pleting the three storeyed block. This
he did within a short period to time,

Mr. Shanmuganathan is modern,
yet, orthodox. He was a stern disci-
plinarian. tle wanted to see that
every student and teacher followed
the rules and regulations of the col-
lege. Abstentism without sufficient
reason was something that he never
tolerated. He insisted that no teacher
should keep away from the class
without valid reason. He firmly be-
lieved that if ‘both the student and
the teacher were regular in atten-
dance and did not shirk work there
could be no serious problem in the
class work. He also maintained a
close relationship with the parents
and guardians which undoubtedly
helped him to maintain discipline.

He never sought cheap popula-
rity or idle fame. He always believed
that happiness of man, as well as his
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dignity consisted in virtues. Hence
he did his duties without fear or
favour.

To give a detailed account of
all that he did during his principal-
ship is unnecessary. Those connec-
ted with the school will know how he
organised funds to put up the buil-
ding. He identified himself with all
extra-curricular activities of the col-

lege. The PTA fuanctioned well -

and there was ready and willing co-
opsratien from the parents in ail
development work of the college.

e tirelessly toiled and devoted
himself in thought, word and deed
towards the progress of the school.
He always wanted to make the stu-

derts’ life at college pure and pur-

poseful by advocating a harmonious
blending of power and morality, He
was a non-boasting and unpretenti-
ous doer of good deeds,

Above all Mr. Shanmuganathan
is religious in the truest sense of the
word. To all ontward appearance
he is scieutific in outlook, but his
mind was never materialistic. It is
this quality that made him revere
his duty and it is this great faith
that gave him the fortitude and cour-
age to meet all problems in the ad-
ministration of the college. It is
already evident that duty done with-
out caring for praise or censure will
have its own reward unasked for.
Today he has left us on promotion
as Director of Education.

KALAYOGI ANANDA K. COOMARASWAMY

MRS. ETHEL,L M. COOMARASWAMY

JAFFNA CENTRAL

I took great interest in visiting
this college, affiliated to Madras, and
in which the study of Tamil is
not neglected. This may be com-
pared with the state of affairs in
another Jaffna college, where the
Senior Cambridge Local class who
were studying ' -nnyson on being
asked to give their ideas on the
poetical qualities of Tennyson and
of the Ramayana, were all unable to
reply, as none of them had read the
latter work either in originals or in
transl.itions! So far as I could see,
a broader education is given at the
Central College, and its connection
with Madras wi!l always ensure the

teaching of Tamil and Tamil Liter-

ature, I wish the College success.

12-6-06 A. K, Coomaraswamy
%

I visited this school with much
interest today and was especially
pleased with the Tamil girls board-
ing school. I was glad to find that in
the higher classes,the study of Tamil
classics is the rule. It seems a pity
that the study of Indian music is for-
gotten or rather is not provided for.
Indian and European music differ
very greatly and it is a pity if one is
cultivated at the expense of the other:
7 June 06 Ethel M. Coomaraswamy

= LOG BOOK ENTRIES
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"OUR DEPUTY PRINCIPALS"

Mr. V. BALASUNTHARAM, B.Sc. (Cey.) Mr. R. K. RAJASENAN, B.Sc. (Hons,)

Teacher 1954—1980 Teacher 1954—1980

“Deputy Principal” 1980 “Deputy Principal™  1980—
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Mahatma Gandhi, the saintly leader of Modern India, who toured Cevlon in 1927, visited

the College on 29th Noveniber.

He was reverently welcomed by the Acting Principal, Mr.

J. K. Chanmukam, and was presented with a generous purse by the Staff and students. At
the special request of Mr. Chanmukam, he delivered an address on “The Place of Jesus among
the Great Teachers of the World’. The address contained many significant pronouncements,

and is reproduced below.

“1 am deeply grateful to you for the generous purse that you have given me on behall of

the semi-starving millions of India.

You Sir, sent me due notice yesterday of the very important question that you have
repeated this morning, viz: the place of Christ among the great teachers of the world. 1 have
many engagements between now and 10.30. Therefore, and also for other reasons into which
I do not want to enter, I would fain have avoided this question. But on the principle that
has guided my life that 1 must take things as they come to me, unless 1 find it utterly impossible
to cope with them, I propose to devote the very few minutes that I have at my disposal (o
answering that question.

I say in one sentence that for many years I have regarded Jesus of Nazareth as one amongst
the mighty teachers that the world has had, and I say this in all humility. 1 claim humility
for this expression for the simple reason that this is exactly what | feel.

Of course, Christians claim a high place for Jesus of Nazareth than as a Non-Christian
and as a Hindu I have been able to feel.

I purposely use the word ‘feel’ instead of ‘give’, because 1 consider that neither 1, nor
anybody else can possibly arrogate to himself the claim of giving place t0 a great man.The
great teachers of mankind have had the places not given to then, but the place had belonged
to them as a matter of rgiht, as a matter of service that they have rendered, but it is siven to
the lowest and humblest amongest us to feel certain things about certain people. 5

Central Centenary: p. 138-9
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The relation between great teachers and ourselves is somewhat after the style of relation
between a husband and wife. Tt would be a most terrible thing, a tragic thing, if 1 was to argue
out intellectually for myself what place I was to give to my wife in my heart. 1t is not in my
giving, but she takes the place that belongs to her as a matter of right in my heart. It isa
matter purely for feeling. Then 1 can say that Jesus occupies in my heart the place of one of
the great teachers who have made a considerable influence on my life.

Leave the Christians alone for the present. T shall say to the 75 percent Hindus receiy-
ing instruction in this College that your lives will be incomplete unless you reverently study
the teaching of Jesus. 1 have come to the conclusion, in my own experience, that those, who
no matter to what faith they belong, reverently study the teaching of other faiths, broaden
their own instead of mnarrowing their hearts.

Personally 1 do not regard any of the great religions of the world as false.  All have served
in enriching mankind and are now even serving their purpose. A liberal education to all
should include, as I have put it, reverent study of other faiths, but I do not want to labour this
point, nor have I the time to do so.

There is one thing which, as I am speaking to you, occurs to me which came to me in my
early studies of the Bible. It seized me immediately 1 read the passage “*Make this World,
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and everything will be added unto™. I tell you
that if you will understand, appreciate and act up to the spirit of this passage, you won't even
need to know what place Jesus or any other teacher occupies in your heart.

If you will do the proper scavenger’s work, clean and purify your hearts and get them
ready, you will find that all these mighty teachers will take their places without invitation from
us. That to my mind, is the basis of all sound education. Culture of the mind must be
subservient to the culture of the heart. May God help you to become pure”.

Central Centenary: 139-40
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PRIZE ESSAY

TELEVISION AND RADIO IN EDUCATION

R. Balaskanthan — 12 A

Education is the most important
scheme in every part of the world. Educa-
tion has come as the fourth essential need
of man. The first three needs are food,
clothing and shelter.

The way of educating is improving
in many ways. Eyery country has a way
of educating. In some countries students
are taught in religious places. Insome
countries pupils are educated by Govern
ment schools and in some, pupils are
educated by private schools.

But, in every type of education the
T.V. and radio have got the most important
place. Radio is used in every part of the
world. Almost every country broadcasts
lessons, sports news and world news.
This is a gift for every student. The
student is able to hear the lessons or the
news in his home. He need not go far
to study. He is able to hear the world
news so that his knowledge gets wider.

T.V. helps the students more than the

radio. It gives visual aid that they can
improve further. The students can hear

NO MORE VEMBADY

the lesson and see the figure at the same
time. So they wunderstand the lessons
clearly.

With the aid of television the student
doesn’'t need to go to the school. Also,
he can learn the lessons whenever he likes.
The student can improve his general
knowledge by looking at television
programmes. He doesn’t need to go to
the playground to sec a game. He can
learn to play the game by seeing the game
in the T.V.

The students learn their lessons better
than in the school by seeing the television
programmes, because they encourage the
students. The students always hate the
monotonous school lessons. But they
could be encouraged by the television.

Some parents are worried about the
television programmes because they think
that the T.V. shows may spoil the children
and so they don’t like their children
see T.VY. Their worry can be stopped
if the lessons are shown in the T. V. ata
specific time.

‘ E_’erhaps the last act of Rev. John Walton (1859) that might be remembered here, trivial
as it is, the cutting down of the big margosa trees which stood in front of the Mission House.
‘Central was the “Vembady Wesleyan School’ no longer. It had no other name now but what
it had become, the Central Institution of the Wesleyan Mission in Jaffna, the Jaffna Central

School,

Central Centenary p. 34
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A LETTER

My dear John,

How are you? I am kecping fine. [
am very sorry that I could not write to
vou for a long time. In this letter I wish
to give you some facts about my school
and my town.

In the first place, I will give you some
facts about my town. My town is Jaffna.
It is the third largest town in Sri Lanka.
it has a population of 1,35.000. There
are 16 colleges in my town. These colleges
are big and have an enrolment of 15,000
pupils. Some of these are Government
and the others are Missionary schools.
My town is an ideal place for foreign
tourists. There is a big Fort in my town.
It was built by the Dutch. There is a
Secretariat in my town, and by the side
of it, there is an oflicial quarters for the
G.A. It handles the administration.
There is a railway station in my town. It
is on the main line that connects the capital.
The new bazaar is located in the centre of
the town. It is the busiest place in my
town. Near the bazaar, there are six
cinema theatres where Tamil and English
films are shown. By the side of these is
our central bus terminal which handles
about a hundred routes in a day. Between
the railway station and bus terminal there
is our General Hospital. Tt is the biggest
building complex in my town. My town
has a big stadium too.

I WAS TEMPTED, SIR.

My college is Jaffina Central College.
It is a boys school. There are nearly
2000 students in my school. Tt was started
in 1817 by an English Missionary. Therc
are 12 Grades in my school. 1t produces
fine results in the A. L. and O L. Exams.
[t has a big hostel. Mr. T. Kanagalingam
is in charge of the hostel. Our playground
is the best and the biggest in my town.,
There are seventy members in the Staff
of my school. Our Principal is Mr. N. S.
Rathinasingham. He is a fine and smart
gentleman. Our school fares very well
in sports. Our school is very good in
cricket. It receives high honours. There
are the Cadet Corps, Scouts and Cubs in
my school. They are well known among
other schools. In the athletic field our
school is the best m Jaffna. Our school has
soccer, basketball, cricket, hockey and
badminton teams. Usually they fare well.
Qur under-19 soccer team came third in
the JSSA tournament. One of our school
boys was selected to go to Thailand as a
member of the national soccer team.
Generally my school is well known and
popular in Sri Lanka. [ love my fown
and my school very much.

10, Temple Road,  Your loving pen-friend,
Jaffna, V. Nimalendra
Sri Lanka. i0C

J. Sitamparapillai, a student in the Hostel and a stammerer, was persuaded to jump over
the Hostel wall and enter the compound across the road and cut a plantain leaf. He was
caught by the owner of the compound who had been warned previously. and when taken before
the minister, Sitamparapillai stammered out his excuse in words remembered even now. “Sir,
I was tempted by a plantain leaf in a flourishing condition™.

Central Centenary: p.49
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MY FAVOURITE GAME

A..Rajeevan -8 A

My favourite game is cricket. It is
one of the interesting games in the world.
It is a favourite game in schools. Many
school boys like this game and try to play
it. Many schools have cricket teams
Their teams play cricket between them-
selves. In a cricket side eleven players
can play. A cricket team has a Captain
and a Vice-Captain. My favourite
cricketer is Sunil Gavaskar, the captain of
Indian team.

The high level cricket matches are
called Test matches. The countries play-
ing Test matches are England, West Indies,
Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan and
India.

PRIZE ESSAY

England and West Indies ave the
strong teams now. The captain ot the
English Cricket team is Botham. The
West Indies Captain is Clive Lloyd. Sri
Lanka 1is trying to play Test matches.

In a cricket match we can see the real
fight between the ball and the bat. Some-
times the batsman hits sixers one after
the other. Sometimes the bowlers: take
the wickets one after the other. So it is
difficult to say who will win the match.
Many people call cricket an interesting
game of the world. Tt is also called the
King of Games. 1 like this game very
much and am trying to become a world
cricketer. So I am putting hard work
to get it.

AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION IN MY SCHOOL

R. D. Thavasuthan - 7 A

The stage was decorated. The
quadrangle and the entrance were also
decorated. The sound of the loud speaker
was heard. The parents, brothers and
sisters of the pupils were seated in their
places. The College was ready to welcome
the guests. Yes. That’s the Prize Day
at Jaffna Central College. The Cubs and
Scouts were in line to present the guard
of honour. The chief guest was Dr. A. J.
Wilson, an old boy of Central. When the
chief’ guest and others arrived the Principal
went to the gate to welcome them. They
walked through the lines of the Cubs and
Scouts who presented them a guard of

honour. The band played the
song and the Prize Day began.

First the Principal read his report
of that year. In the report he said about
the games, number of pupils who passed
the O.L. Exam, the students who entered
the University from the school and about
the Athletic meet, Carol service, *Vani vila’
and other activities of the school. Then
the chief guest gave a speech and gave
away the prizes to ' the winners. The
Senior Prefect proposed the vote of thanks,
At the end, the band played the National
Song. All the people and pupils stood up.
I think the Prize Day is one of the important
functions in mwy ‘school. '

college



THE WORLD IN 2080: A REVERIE

J. N. Prabaharan 12 C

The Atomic Age has passed and
now it is the Satellite Age. The first
visit to the moon and mars was made
only a few years ago. All the nations of
the world now own space rockets which
take them to other plansts. All progres-
sive nations in the world have their High
Commissioners in the moon and the mars
to represent their countries. Qn the earth
also there are High Commissioners to
represent planets. Now the satellites are
no longer wonderful things to man.

The population here increases at such
a high rate that many people were sent
to the moon and mars to live there.
The moon or mars is not so far, it is
only a matter of a few hours. We can
listen even to the lectures that are given
in these planets through the radio, and
we can follow the events on mars through
the television,

The cars, buses and lorries are so
out of date that we can see one after a
long time at its tortoise speed. The
helicars are so popular that school children

came to school by helicars. Sometimes
there are ariel accidents also. Now the
school journey is very easy. We have
not get to worry about the home work.,
We only have got to listen to lectures.
We take only a few minutes to get ready
and to go to school. I get up at about
six thirty in the morning, After that T go
to the bath room to wash my face. If
[ want warm water T press the button
below. 1 come to the dressing room and
get ready. 1 get two pink pills and a
tube containing the drink, and I take my
helicar which is ready Tor me. It starts
automatically and after about two minutes
[ get down at my school. My classmates
are playing new types of games when I
go there.

I go to my bed soon and when 1
press the button [ can get music and when
I am tired, I press another button which
lulls me to sleep. Suddenly a thunder and
lightning which flashed against the window
of my room aroused me frow my sleep.
I opened my eyes to catch sight of the
book I was reading ‘Invasion from Mars'.

HALL: NAMED AFTER TRIMMER

During the year 1920...the College lost in the person of Rev. G. J. Trimmer,.. Mr. & Mrs.
Trimmer lived in this country for over 30 years, laboured for the welfare of the people
of their fold and were held in high esteem by both Christians and Non-Christians. The
labour of love was abruptly brought to a close in 1920 and...the institutions were all the
poarer for it.

Central Centenary p. 114
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SCHOLARSHIPS

REV. CLARENCE ANDREW SMITH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Donated by his wife Mrs. Joyv Smith and son Dr. Clement J. D. Smith

One Scholarship tenable for a maximum of five years to a student in- Grade six

Three Scholarships each temable for a maximum of two years to students in Grade
eleven.

D. R. VAITHIANATHAN NADARAJAH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Donated by his wife Mrs. Sivapackiavathy Nadarajah

One Scholarship to a student in Grade six

One Scholarship to a student in Grade eleven

JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE TEACHERS’ CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP
One Scholarship to a student in Grade six



37

MEBHUSB) FuyeT PesTeoTID auLpmBNOIIMHY  FTyesrTaHsT

9. Q2w smen
i . m & e

Gx. Bévdvaurss
H0LM) 9fmf
erew. GuirEri_ewrid
~ Awps G

’

O\FssT M Garavsr
PSS Lism

Gs. sam@yal
— Amis CFavarwimen i

afldnum GhEgimmn ol mamsin

Y. TGO T

— Oouiauey eyt

o, Gumred 97T &msHT
— Qouieucy gy B

6. FITGTGW HEUT I 65TLD
— 2 W SHLIBSTL L LD
eraw. (9. 1987 o5 ST et
— 2. BLIBBTL_L LD

Gs. @smiew

— Awps G
AU LTRGLTT

— A06S LG of FFTeT

. QU5 &G LOT T

— 2 SLIBSTL L (D
61607 . GLOIT Fehr

— 2 MSLIBHTL L LD
M. &&1b% e

— 2. WSLIGHMLL LD
85 . QUEF [ GLOTIT

— QFETEH)

B o® i Lflgssir

M. &&b& e

— Omps  Ubg afFFTeTT
aron . L9. G oG & 5 G ot

— AmbS LbS HTLILITGTT

1979-10 gysoriqsir aldarwumi (B aigssr

erair. Quomser — &f. M. wHTABISD GHTLSTT S5 Qo mls & e et th

PRIZE DAY PRESIDENTS

The Prize-Day held on 3rd March, 1930, was a memorable one. It was the first time in
the history of the College when a Governor of Ceylon presided at the Prize distribution.

Prof. Marrs, Principal of the Ceylon University College, presided at the Prize distribu-
tion on 5th October, 1925. ... Prof. Marrs made a spirited plea for the encouragement of the

study of the oriental languages.

Sir D. B. Jayatilake, M. A. ( Oxon ), Leader of the State Council, and Minister of Home

Affairs, presided at the Prize-day in 1934,

Central Centenary. p. 164,165, 141
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5 an- ﬂpprocim‘ion

Victor S. Kiruparaj

The commanding stentorian voice of
Victor Vijayacone Rajaratnam has been
stilled. No more are we privileged to
listen to his deep resonant tone ‘dissect-
ing’ even the most intricate topic with
the aplomb of a seasoned debater.

The much respected mentor who has
sacrificed lucrative Government jobs for
the vocation he had chosen, lived up to
its cherished and noble ideals for a full
and fruitful thirty year period only to
take his bow from the scene of Education
he had adorned for so long, and pass into
the oblivion of retirement to lead a quiet
and unsophisticated role. But hardly ten
years had passed since his retirement,
than the call came all loo sudden and
swift from his Master and Lord.

Victor Rajaratnam was a true blue
model of the school master of yester year,
the like of whom is well-nigh -extinct.
While he strode the stage as a School
master, he was a friend, philosopher,
guide and mentor (o many generations
of youth. In short he was an institution
by himself.

“Arrogance, pedantry and dogmatism”
it has been said, “are the diseases of those
who spend their lives directing the intel-
lects of the young”. But these were
exactly those infirmities with which Mr.
Rajaratnam was not afflicted. To him
cvery child, whatever station in life or
background he came from, whatever his
IQ or level of attainment, was a genuine
article of humanity that had to be moulded
and forged into an integrated personality.
To him imparting knowledge alone was
not the criterian of an honest school
master. In life, Christianity was his
springboard, his life’s quest was for Truth
and his students became part of his quest,

English was his forte. He was a
specialist in that line. Being a self-made
man himself, he by his indefatigable efforts
and wise counsels, has guided generations
of school boys into manifold professions.
It is indeed a wvalid commentary on his
genuineness and sincerity that his old
students had often sought his wise counsel
long after they had passed out of the
portals of Jaflna Central. T do not mean
that he was of an incomparable unique
kind. Often he could get very impatient
and lose his temper. But being the
Psychologist that he was, he would sublimate
his spleen by merely puffing his cheeks
and come back to earth with smiles of
geniality and good humour.

The rod to him was always a symbol
of moral authority and not an instrument
of punishment. He not only saw through
the ways of children but also the ways of
men. In the staff room he was always
unobtrusive and detached. If he was in
animated conversation with any member
of the staff it was only to solve the other
man’s problem or helping him over a
stile.  He possessed the inimmutable
virtue of striking a happy medium between
his psychology and Christian principles
in the service of his fellow men.

MW R “as e i affectionately
known by his friends and colleagues, had
been holding a Grade I Special Post for
several years but it was not his lot to end
his career as the Principal of an institu-
tion. But as a teacher he had always
been trusted with administrative respons-
ibility and during his brief period as Deputy
Principal of the College he had done
yeoman service to the institution. He
had also acted as Principal on several
pecasions. As Business Manager of the
voliege magazine “The Central” for several
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yeats, as its Editor for six yeats, as Patron I‘a}st d_\,:ing out. Jaffna Central | i:;. t]_1§:
of the Student Christian Movement, as richer for having had such men within its
Sectional Head of Technical Education, portals.

as Head of the Audio Visual and Pl101¢1- | 1

graphy Clubs. he was impeccable in the V.V.R. has almost lived the full span
aiscllal'gc of his duties. T can personally of the Biblical three scores and fen years.
vouch for this fact from the brief associa- He has now sought eternal rest in his Lord
tion I had with him as Editor of the 125th and Master. He leaves behind his wife and
anniversary number of ‘The Central’ in three sons. We are thankful to the Almighty
the year 1958 when Victor Rajaratnam for the life and service of our mentor-
was the Business Manager. His like is V. V. Rajaratnam.

FOUNDING OF JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE,

On August Tst ( 1814 ) they ( Brothers Lynch and Squance ) bade goodbye to their friends
in Colombo and set out on their journey through village and jungle to Jaffna, where they arrived
on the 10th.

On the Ist August 1816, the old Orphan House and Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade
(our college premises) were purchased by James Lynch from the Government for a sum of
646 Rix Dollars. 1t was the first property acquired by the Mission in Jaffna and marked the
beginning of a new phase.

The newly acquired building opposite the Esplanade was turned into an English school
and Chapel. Squance, in a letter to England, reports three Tamil schools in Vannarponnai,
Navatkuli and Puttur, in 1818. By 1819, there were thirteen schools, eleven of which were
in the Jaffna Peninsula, attended by 650 children. When Lynch returned to England in 1824,
he was able to report twenty-one schools with 891 children, English being taught in the schools
at Jaffna, Trincomalie and Batticaloa.

But many of these schools appear to have survived only for a short time—the Jaffna English
School being an exception, due to the important and central position of Jaifna in the Missionary
Scheme. The Jaffna English School is the fore-runner of the Jaffna Central school (ffow College)

“entral Centenary: p. 9,11, 12



MR. K. MANICKAVASAGAR :

Student at Central : 25th January 1944
Grade : : First Year Prep.
Senior School Certificate (English) 1953
Tamil Elocution : College prize
Silver Medal 1953
Translated a few articles of Swami Dr.
Satyananda of Malaya : “ 2.mg GQumf
QUi tisalarsy uri Bs6r. Iyemar HpL
urer @p o ol H GCFlii 9.5 55 -
gsHG erewg merd.”

332-5-55 fg'gmrr.mgﬁgtb
Acted double character in the College play
ANPGHT  ewmeu s i 1954,

Assisted the producer Mr. N. S. Rathina-
singham and trained the College play
2 Gowm) 2 @aBT G 1959.

LIBRARIAN: First June 1955.
Dr. D. T. Nilesg Principali ““Another new
feature of the school is the conversion
of the D. P. Niles Memorial Hall into a
large and spacious library in charge of
Mr. K. Manickavasagar, one of our own
old students who has decided to make
librarfanship his  career.” “The new
library has improved and is bidding to
become the pride of the school. Mr.
Manickavasagar, our Librarian. plans for
the library, we suspect, even in his dreams”,

Prize Day Reporis: 1956, 1957.

Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan, Principal :
“Mr. K. Manickavasagar, the Librarian
has spent a great deal of time and' effort
in designing the library to make it an
enviable secondary school library equipped
with all up to date facilities.”

Prize Day Report 1973
Short Course in Practical Library Work
at the Ceylon Technical College.
Lecturer: Donald A Redmond 1957

Library Science Cettificate 1963

THE JUBILARIAN

Mr. Benjamin A. Custer, Editor of the
Dewey Decimal Classification, Library of
Congress, USA, on the Memorandum on
Precedence and Economy in Notation for
Indology: “In other words it seems to
me that your special developments are
well planned”. March 3, 1966

ARTICLES: Colon Classification in Retro-
spect.
The Computer and Colon Classification.
(Herald of Library Science: Benaras, India)
Paris Principles and the Classified Catalogue
Code.
Dr. S. R. Ranganathan: A tribute.

(Sri Lanka Library Review)
Colon Classification in Perspective.

(Co-operator)

Dr. S. R. Ranganathan: National Re.
search Professor in Library Science, India:
“1 congratulate you on your thorough and
correct statement you have made in
these paper cuttings’. October 17, 1968
“Your article on Paris Principles and CCC
is a well balanced dispassionate treatment on
the subject. | congratulate you on it”

February 10, 1969

*“1 think your attempt to publish pragmatic
articles might prove useful™.
October 20, 1969

Mr. Bernard 1. Palmer, Education Officer,
The Library Association, London. “1 note
that one of the articles you sent me is
concerned with the use of the computer.
This may not be imminent in your country,
but it certainly is with us.... Classification
is the foundation study for intelligent use
of the computer and it is good that you
should be looking at it now’ .

January 2, 1969



JAFFNA CENTRAL 1980

JUBILARIAN

Mr. K. MANICKAVASAGAR

Librarian

A CENTRALITE FROM 1944

SRI LANKA SCHOOLS’®
SOCCER COLOURS 13980

awarded by the

Sri Lanka Schools
Football Association
to

V. PAUL PRAHALATHAN

of the
9th Asiapn Schools Touwrnament
beld on June 1dth, 1980




AFFNA CENTRAL 1980

The Microphone-Amplifier-Loud-speaker set bought by the Advanced Level Union
at a cost of Rs. 10,000 out of the preceeds ¢f the Music-drama programme
‘Imkkum Ilamai produced by our old boy Mr. K. S. Balachandcan at the Veerasingham Hall,
on October Sth, 1980

THE COMMITTEE OF THE ADVANCED LEVEL UNION




Prof. P. N. Kaula, Benaras Hindu Uni-
versity: “If you find any difficulty for
publishing your papers, please send them
on so that we may arrange to publish
September 8, 1969

must be published.”
August 25, 1970

Dr. Ranganathan : I suggest the follow-
ing headings for the tabular form in which
the information, which you desire, on
classics may be presented.” Dec.12, 1969

Miss Evelyn J. A. Evans, Unesco Library
Expert : “I have great admiration for all
the ‘extension’ work you are doing in the
library field.” August 28, 1968

PUBLICATIONS Vasagar Valikaddy

—A Readers’ Guide to the Tamil Perio-
dical Literature 30-4-58

Qg sBHC wsH PUHP’
srove®, g 1958, Q& ardaw

them™.
“Your monograph

“gavrast] wpuw HFACW @Gerevaray PpLiTS
IMDED®ER DI’

e, afl 1958, Qeerdar

Readers’ Guide to The Central 1904—

1959. contents : Author Index — English,

Tamil,Index to Photographs, Subject Index.

Mr.D.A . Redmond, Librarian, University of
Kanas, U. S : This kind of work is, I
think most important, since the history of
an institution is often very hard to trace
in later years. Adequate indexes to its own
publications and proper preservation of
records showing the real life of the college,
are most necessary. The fact that you could
not collect a complete file of The Central
shows how someone in the past had
neglected this duty. Sept. 6, 1962
PERCIVAL—NAVALAR
Guir@aallssr sih& G Gmam®
& GuSinn. wrF, 1959
G Bauey Qu@Bhsmauid  oIeps
BITUG(HLD. Sewagewr, 15-11-70
Rev. Dr. Peter Percival and Srilasri Aru-
muga Navalar at Jaffna Central,

The Ceniral 1971
C 6

4

BT @QUHYavs FaLiub
—nrai 15008 Qouiss war 1973
ofefleflus  QumAQuuriinid oy meps
BTG The Central 1979
Brauevi mrey U@w ur® — Qeerdaruisy
siratafles Gavdsar al@alant_ yd&@E s
11 Al gy Bewrgger 17-12-73
CuiPaer: QmuBortBa il 19055
SUMp Lo&edT FoGasgill, 4-1-70
Dr. K. Kailasapathy : I did read your
article on Percival in the Virakesari...
I think the most important aspect of the
article is the attempt at thinking afresh
on the subject. As you sa’d there are more
Flihs perpetuated on the subject “than
The question of Percival’s depatture
to Madras has been sharply discussed by
you...The article certainly attempts to p]a.ce
the man in perspective. Actually itis a
nucleus for an extended essay or a book.

“January 30, 1970

Rt. Rev. S. Kulendran : *You are pet-
fectly right on the point you mention. The
Bible has been translated many tinies into
Tamil; the one on which Navalar cooper-
ated with Percival is called the Tentative
Version...The work on this Version wus
carried in between 1836 and 1850; in
dead earnest from 1845 to 1850. At that
time Madras was doing nothing in the
matter. So you are quite correct in your
statement.” Nav. 28, 1979
RADIO TALKS

#&v evsliefisald wYLwRiTsDs HBd
SSEET:  @phETa, SIGWTE ST
SEWLI LGV &TeuLh L. 8. 1974
swrTCur® yarhs GwrTrsHr) @
anaulley g mMlu Liewiser 22-8-77
Sl L@auflar 4 L0& QT hdms
afelellw Qur QUi  BTaIV@EHLD
SpS s dRer Gsmhod
BTSN 55 & ST &G HGT

SL([HmyEIT

SIS SLL. G HHmS
Frevald), masTd 1969,0F60
wEpFM, Yyareni 1969,Q¢cwdmwr
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WIT LPLIIT GO [BITGVSLD
wepsh, ousTd 1969, Qe 6 davr
wWiTp .10 G B 560 gy ufesr S1L01h & @ & & 3.
1250155 e @® eflpms s @Qords QT
I, I, I FrQsad, PsHax 1957
@) o B prayei pullsvan
WFTrCaedl, 17-3-62
WHT JPLINT GOT (LD BT 6V 5/ S@HLD L1
Bswsire maisTs 1959
BTG &ewrl.. &davtl Ljaar (Qauafui®)
A Participant at the two-weeks seminar
on production, promotion and distribution
of children’s” and juveniles books held
jointly by the NBT and Unesco.
"“Ah Observer at the Unesco Experts Meet-
ing on National Planning of Library Servi-
ces in Asia held at Hotel Taprobane, De.1967
Founder-Secretary of the Jaffna Librarians’
Guild 11-8-56
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REPORTS 1980

THE

Master in charge
Brevt Lt Col K, Balendra

Band Coach
Miss A. K. Thamotheram

Band Leader
Kenneth Mabhesan

P, Jude

V. Jeyatheesan

R. A. ). Mariampilai
F. R. Rohan :
M. N. Kiruparajah

G. Sentheeswaran

C. Jeyaseelan

K. Kalareji

Member : Ex. Co. S.L.Library Association
SLLA Council Representative of the North
Ex. Co.Member: Srilasri Arumuga Navalar
Sabai, Colombo

Documentalist : Percival-Navalar-Project

PRINCIPALS

Mr. J.W. Arudpragasam

Rev.C. A. Smith

Mr. J. C. Charles

Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles

Mr. A. E. Tamber

Mr. E. Sabalingam

Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan

Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham
Son-in-law of Mr. R. Muttiah of Ipoh—
founder of the first Tamil type writer Kkey-
board
Satguru : Guru Maharaj ji

e P P SRR S B S S e RS

COLLEGE BAND

5. Gowreesan

S. Muraleetharan
8. Raveendran

T. Sri Mohan

S. Rojan

R. Sritharan

V. Thilakesan

5. J. Thavarajah
C. Ilango

S. Thayalu

A. Jebaruban

A, Nithyanandan
K. Chandrakumar
S. Sivendran

A. Jebaranjan
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ADVANCED LEVEL

Pairon
The Principal
I'ice Patrons

Mr. M. Mahatheva

Mr. N. Rasaratnam
President

C. Gopinath

There were 250 members in our Union.
Weekly meetings were held on Wednesdays.
The Annual Dinner was held on March
15th, 1980. The Union organised debates
with Vembady Girls’ High School, Holy
Family Convent and Convent Madva
Maha Vidyalayam.

A landmark in the activities of our
Union was the music-drama programme
INIKKUM ILAMAI which we organised
at the Veerasingham Hall on October 5th
1980. Tt was made possible and produced
by one of our old boys Mr, K. S. Bala-

STUDENTS’

UNION

Secretary

S. Thavalan
Treasurer

K. Sivakumar
Vice President

Jeyachandra
Asst. Secretary

T. Gnanaratnasingham

chandran, an Income Tax Officer. 1t was
indeed a successful programme and brought
in a substantial profit for us to buy an
amplifier, a microphone with stand and
four box speakers and also some dinner
cutlery.

Last, but not least, I sincerely thank
our Principal, the Patron, Vice Patrons
and all our enthusiastic members who have
contributed towards the successful func-
tioning of the Union.

S. Thayalan
Secretary

LITERARY ASSOCIATION FORMED

The next important extra curricular activity that came into existence during the periéd Wwas
the College Literary Association. It has already been noticed that in 1855, a beginning had
been made towards the formation of a Literary Association. That the Socielty of Sacred
Principles (1882) served the purpose of a Literary Association as well as of a YMCA is alsq
cvident. But when in 1855, the YMCA was founded as such, it was found necessary to re.

organise the literary activities of the College.

Literary Association with that name,

The result was the formation of the College

Central Centenary P56



oy nsems 1980

BI0' 1D 1053 DID

% IS Y GFumar
S FBulf : s, Opusss s s
a . &NOUTATT G umgsr e
Fm. 2. Porarsson 5. Bugon
55 GO A& prFfuf
GBm. SSTULDES ¥. Fumsv s
@eraurent(® @b oo DApLh SLolip SMHIFEHLD (B)LDLOGH 0 5 GGt TTeY BLIT 5 HLILIL

wermepid Cripg @ssdariulsr uempws L.GT
wrewralrmujih, RfurTuyldlsss wfalsd
miepssraivder  BrH@ETE  @lpTS
QarLer ass EAmuurss O&merLrT
19507

@bt S Rar LT HHDGer  wWTLp
BBs6EELUS sereflwi &G LDTe
lger psLmsPu  Slp Apredd Lk
L1 ) ol

aupars Gurag gulip Gom il . Qewss s Te
Poonl upplu &5 SI®TFEHD,  BTL : QF wavm et

s e

i

SRI LA SRI ARUMUGA NAVALAR AT JAFFNA CENTRAL

Thus administered and provided for, “Central’ made its mark even in those early years. She
sent out into the world students who rose to very high eminence in their respective walks of
life. Messrs Arumuka Navalar, Samuel Crenier, Henry Francis Muthukrishna, T. Chel
lappahpillai, G. S. Arianayagam Pillai, Morgan Covinton and W. G. Rockwood, were some
of the many students of this period.

Arumuka Navalar was the greatest Saiva Reformer, educationist and preacher of his time,
As a student and teacher at Central he acquired an intimate knowledge of the methods of

organisation and propaganda of the missionaries and later adapted them in his religious and
literary work.

There was the difficulty caused by the withdrawal of the Missionary Principal (Rev. John O
Rhodes) and the inability of the Committee in England to send out another man immediately:
the strenuous competition from schools and colleges belonging to other bodies of the Christian
Church; and the propaganda of rival non-Christian institutions.

In 1872, Arumuka Navalar opened a rival English School at Vannarponnai on the present
site of the Saiva Prakasa Vidyasalai with Mr. Hughes who was for a time the Editor of the
Jaffna News’, as Head-master. This rival school attracted many stud ents from Vannarponnai®

and went a great way in reducing the number at Central. Tt was closed after four years of
existence.

Central Centenary p.21,22,50
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A Cub Pack organised in 1920 widened the scope of the movement and extended its activities

cven among the little ones of the College.
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SIR HERBERT JAMES STANLEY, THE GOVERNOR OF CEYLON, ON CENTRAL
It was a pleasure to revisit Central College on the 3rd March and to note the progress made
during the last two years. The immediate occasion of my visit was the prize-giving ceremony
at which [ presided. The exhibition of School work afforded evidence of the interesting and
intelligent manner in which instruction is imparted and received. 1 was specially impressed
by what Lsaw in the Science Department and Geography room. The Scouts and Cubs showed
a very creditable standard of keenness and efficiency. I am confident that this {movement
1s now firmly established and that it will prove a highly beneficial element in the life of the
School. I congratulate Mr. Cash and his Staff on their good work and on the success which
is attending it. '
Jaffna. 6th March, 1930 H. J. Stanley

LOG BOOK ENTRY Governor
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STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT

President

S. H. Sethukavalar
Secretary

S. P. Nesakumsr

Treasurcr
Rohan Thurairajah

Our morning assembly on Fridays
were held at St. Peter’s Church. Staff and
Chaistian students of the College attended
the assembly. !

We had the privilege of taking part
in the Annual Youth Carol Service

-t.c-"-.'.'.-""'-"'_"ﬂ'-"‘--'-""'-'.

S.J.V.CHELVANAYAGAM AT CENTRAL

organised by the the Jaffna Inter-Collegiate
Christian Fellowship which was held on
November 21st.

In December, the Catholic Students
Union and the S. C. M. jointly celebrated
the Carol Service in the college hall. A
large number of old boys and students and
parents gathered for the occasion.

The Youth Camp arranged by the
JICCF was held on 4th March at the
Casurina Beach. All Christian Schools

participated.

c.'--.--'l.dladilll-l.--d.---ﬂ—

Messts. W. G. Spencer, N. S. Samuel, B. A., S. J. V. Chelvanayagam, B.Sc., and Abdul Azeez

were also taken on the staff in the middle of 1
left in 1919. ™r. Samuel is now an Assistant

918. ...Messrs. Samuel and Chelvanayagam
Tnspector of Schools, Northern Division, and

Mr. Chelvanayagam is practising as an Advocate at the Metropolitan Bar.

PSP P E - -

7 Central Centenary p 119

e g i R P

Tamil, the mother tongue of the children of this province, was struggling for a place in the
curriculum. Mr. Cash made Tamil a compulsory subject throughout the College in 1923
He further felt that to the Tamil boy, whose language and culture had an intimate relationship

with the Sanskrit language and literature, Sans
janguage. He lost no time in making provision
subject and appointed in 1925 the....Tamil Pundit, Vyakarana Mahopadhyaya V.

krit must necessarily be taught as the classical

for the teaching of Sanskrit as an optional
Rama-

swami Sarma, who held high Diplomas from the Travancore State for proficiency in Sanskrit,

to be in charge of Tamil and Sanskrit.

Central Centenary p.128

A Tamil Literary Society known as the “Tamil Kalagam® was also inaugurated in 1923 to work

on the lines of the English Society. It held

fortnightly meetings and provided opportunities

for the students to develop the art of speaking eloquently and writing wellin the Tamil Language

Central Centenary p. 134
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Mr. C. DAYALADEVA Mas. K. KALAREGY
First Div. Supt. First Div. Officer

of the St. John "Aritutance Brigaddé vi'the College
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" SIR HERBERT JAMES STANLEY, THE GOVERNOR OF CEYLON, ON CENTRAL

Accompanied by my wife I visited the Central College this morning and was enabled to see
something of the excellent educational work which is being carried on there. [ was very much
pleased with all that I saw. Everything appeared to be proceeding upon what I regard as the
right lines, and I was particularly glad to observe that mannual training was not being neglected.
[ look forward to a further visit to the College, when I shall hope to be less pressed for time.

8 December 1927

H. J. Stanley
Governor
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PERCIVAL HOUSE

Senior House Master

Mr. R. K. Rajasenan
Secreiary

N, Fanarathanan
Treasurer

S. Thayalan

House Captain
A. Charles Thavaratnam

Athletic Captain

B. Saravanabavan
Cricket Captain

V. P. Prahalathan
Soccer Captain

G. Prabaharan
Hockey Captain

R. Balendran
Basket-Ball Captain

R. A. J. Mariampillai
Volley-Ball Captain

V. Gnanasegaram
Drill Squad Leaders

S. Surendran

K. Nandakumar

M. Tharmananthan
House Prefects

N. Mohan

S. Rameshkumar

K. Kalanathan
Dramatic Club

M. M. Rameez

S. Pragash

K. Sivarajah
-1 take pleasure in  presenting the
Report of the Percival House. 1t is with
pride that I have to state that our House
took part in all the activities of the College
and won the Second Place in the Inter-
House Athletic Meet. The Championship
Cups in the under-17 and undes-19 groups

-

were won by Percivalites V. P. Prahala-
than and N. Mohan  respectively. In'
under-17, V. P. Prahalathan broke the
existing record in Javelin Throw with
a throw of 136.6 yds. In the Athletic
Meet B. Saravanabavan, A. Charles Thava-
ratnam, K. Nandakumar, M. Tharma-.
nanthan, G. Nandakumar, R. Logendran,
K. Rameswaran, J. Hemachandran did
extremely well.

The following took part for the
College X1 of Cricket Soccer and Basket
Ball.

Cricket Tst X1 :
V. P. Prahalathan
Soccer Ist XI :  A. Charles Thavaratnam,
(Captain). S. Ranijith, A. Jonaly. R. Rajese-
karan

Basketball 1st X1: N. Mohan, G. Anurudran,
V. P. Prahalathan, R. A. J. Mariampillai,
N. Janarthanan.

G. Anurudran  (Captain)

It is also with pleasure that I have t
state that S. Thayalan and S. Ranjith
functioned as Secretary and Asst. Secrefary
of the A. L. Union. Many of our members
took part in the JSSA Athletic Meet and
did creditably well. The following were
in the Board of Prefects of the College.
N. Mohan, S. Rameshkumar, K. Kala-
nathan, S. Thayalan, R. A. J. Mariampillai,
R. Balendran, R. Raveendran. V. Sangaran,
and S. Pragash. R. Raveendran obtained
the best result in the G. C. E. (O.L) Exam
for the year 1979 and hence he was made
a Prefect automatically. QOur  heart-felt
thanks are due to Mr. R. K. Rajasenan
I‘(_n' all the assistance and encouragement
given to the House.

N. Janarthanan
Secretary
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WILKES HOUSE

Senior House Master
Mr. C. Kesavarajan
Secretary
K. Thomas
Treasurer
K. Kalaregy
House Captain
T. Sri Mohan
Athletic Captain
R. Sritharan
Cricket Captain
K. Umasathan
Soccer Captain
V. Sutharsan
Hockey Captain
T. Velmuragathas
Badminion Capiain
R. Hamurugan
Basket Ball Captain
WA, Daniel Gnanaratnan
Volley Ball Captain
5. Thevakumar
Drill Squad 1 eaders
S. Naguleswaran
A. Thavasothy
K. Sriskandakumar
House Prefects
5. Sivarangan
K. Sivarangan
J. V. Patrick
K. Surendran
Dramatic Club
F. R, Chandrakanthan
T. Rajkumar
S. Rojan
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Cricket Ist X1
V. Sutharsanan
Cricket 2nd X1 K. Umasuthan, Ashok Raveen-
dran, V. Sutharsanan

Cricket 3rd XTI V. Sutharsanan

Soccer Ist XTI 'Y, Vignakumar, A. Ajitkumm,
R. Jeyaruban, R. Sritharan, K. Thomas

K. Thomas, K. Umasuthan,

Soccer 2nd X1 V. Sutharsanan, R, Jeyaraban,

K. Thomas. R. Sritharan

Si. John Ambulance K. Kalaregy, D. O.,

'lTSr_imohazl 8. Corp. R. Sritharan Sergeant,

Balasubramaniam :
Scouting 'T. Srimohan, K. Kalaregy, R. Sri-

tharan, Balasubramaniam, R. Sarvendras,

V.J eganesan, S. ¥. Francis, D. V. E. Ravi-

chandran. : Y

Band T. Syi Mohan, R. Sritharan, K. Kalaregy

- Cadets R. Sritharan, T. Sri Mohan, K. Kaia-

regy, R. Jeyaruban

Prefects 'T, Sri Mohan, K. Thomas, P. Sri-
tharan, K. Kalarezy, K. Umasuthan, S. Rojan
S. Muralitharan
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Senior House Master

Mr. A. Sinnathamby

Secretary

T. Ketheeswaran
Treasurer

R. Rajkumar

House Captain

T. Gnanaratnasingham

Athletic Captain

M. R. Manivannan
Cricket Captain

B. Shayamalan
Soccer Captain

R. Rajkumar
Hockey Captain

K. Sureshkumar
Volly Ball Captain

S. Sivaseyon
Drill Squad Leaders

T. Srirangakumar
A. Subathiran
T. Sivarangan

House Prefects

R. Rajkumar
K. R. Rajkumar
V. Jeyatheesan

T. Gnanaratnasingham

T. Rajkumar
M. R. Manivannan

‘BULLOUGH HOUJSE

It is with great pleasure and pride
that [ submit this report. Our boys did
well in the Inter-House Sports Meet.
Special mention must be made of our
Athletic "Captain M. R. Manivannan who
did much more than that was expected
of him. The following Bulloughites took
Places at the Meet: T. Gnanaratnasingham
(over-19)) R. Rajkumar (under-19) M. B.
Sountharanayagam (under-17). The fol-
lowing members of the House played for
the College teams.

Hockey Ist XI: K. Sureshkumar, V. Jega-
theesan, G. Vasanthakumar

Cricket Tst XI: T. Gnanaratnasingham,
B. Shayamalan, M. B. Sountharanayagam
Soccer Ist XI: R. Rajkumar(Vice Captain)
G. Vasanthakumar

Soccer 2nd XI: M. B:. Sountharanayagam

Basket-Ball Ist XI: V. Suthananthan,
K. Sureskumar, R. Rajkumar
R. Rajkumar, K. R. Rajkumar, T. Gnana-
ratnasingham, and M. R. Manivannan
are in the College Board of Prefects and
T. Gnanaratnasingham is the A. L. Union
Secretary as well. Finnally, I thank the
Senior House Masters Mr. A. Sinnathamby
and Mr. M. Mahatheva whose services
and counselling have been very valuable
to us. :
T. Ketheeswaran
Secretary

R‘e\l*‘)- .Harold Bul!ough, M. A (Cantab), B.Sc. (London), who succeeded Rev. W. M. P. Wilkes
Eba irmcgatz:., a;rwec-l early 111_1917. He came to us with a record of academic - distinctions,
ofv Lng 3 ined a FlFSt Class in the Natural Science Tripos at Cambridge and the B.Sc. Degree

CC‘“ on in Chemisiry, Physics-and Botany. Mr. Bullough could not possibily stay long
at Central..He departed from Central on 21st February, 1921..During his short tenure of

office, Mr. Bullough contributed considerabl

College.

y towards the expansion and progress of this

Central centenary p-102 & 121
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Senior House Master
Mr. S. Sivapragasam

Secretary
Y. Selvakumar

Treasurer
N. Muralikrishnan

f{ouse Captain
R. Balakumar

Athletic Captain
T. Nithirajah

Cricket Captain
K. Thusananth

Soccer Captain
S. P. Nesakumar

Hockey Captain
K. Mohananathan

Basket Ball Capiain
N. Theiveekan

Volly ball Captain
S. Ramesh

Drill sgad leaders
M. Jegatheeswaram
T. Haran
R. Ashohan
V. Vytheeswaran

Dramatic club
V. Krishnakumar
T. Haran
R. Ashohan

House Prefects
R. Balakumar
S, B. Premachandran
R. Rajasekaram
V. Krishnakumar
B. Uthayakumar

ROMAINE HQUSE
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~ The year 1901 saw the advent of Mr. W. Romaine Cooke, who will ever be remembered as one
of the ‘builders of the school’. A man of singular ability, impressive personality and varied
talents, he enriched and adorned the life of the school for nearly seventeen years. . . .The symbol
of honour and loyalty, the College Crest and Colours, were introduced in 1901 by Mr. Romaine
Cooke. He designed and made the crest all by himself and painted it in Chocolate and Blue. .
The beautiful crest, the elegant colours, and the inspiring motto embodying the most sublime

and lofty sentiment, all reflect great credit to Mr. Romain Cooke.
Central Centenary p. 66,67

* * * 5

Rev. W. M. P. Wilkes. B. A., L. C. P., arrived in 1901, and was appointed Principal in 1903.
The College at this period had acquired a reputation of its own, achieved distinctions in the
field of sport and study, and was forging ahead as one of the premier Educational Institutions
of North Ceylon. The main task of Mr. Wilkes was to organise the resources at his disposal
to meet the increasing demands of the expanding institution and to provide greater oppor-
tunities for its development on the highest and the best Public School traditions. He was
ably fitted for this great task..Mr. Wilkes went home on furlough in April 1916, and did not
return partly owing to the Great War and partly for family reasons.. Central lost a great
Principal, whose administrative ability and grasp of educational matters assisted its growth
and development during a period in which the Institution was virtually rebuilt and re-established

Central Centenary p. 69,100
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In 1854, the Rev. R. D. Griffiths bought over for the Wesleyan Mission. the house and pr operties
which Mr. Percival had acquired with his own money as extension to the plant previously
acquired by Mr. Carver. The house thus bought was “Hope Cottage™ which stood on the
present site of the Principal’s bungalow. 1t is difficult to say where the boarders of Central
lived during the time of Mr. Percival, but from the beginning of this period, the Boarding
Department was housed in ‘Hope Cottage’. This stabilisation of the Boarding was a sign

that Central had found its feet.

C—38

Central Centenary p.33-34
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JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE
OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION. COLOMBO BRANCH

gai_td @elelwaﬁons

OF THE VEMBADY O. G. A. AND CENIRAL O.B. A. HELD AT THE

WOMEN S INTERNATIONAL CLUB HALL ON 1980-11-61

PROGRAMME

Arrival and fellowship
Annual General Meetings
Band plays. ...
Entertainment

--A SURPRISE VISIT
by Vembady O. G. A

@ear @en‘ruli es:

It is indeed a matter of pride and
privilege for me to address you today as
the Principal of Jaffna Central College,
a college of historic fame and your Alma
Mater. 1 say your Alma Mater because
[ was not educated at Jaffna Central
College. But I have become part and
parcel of Jaffna Central College as this
year is the 29th year of my service at Jafina
Central. I am sure that you would accept
that this long period is more than double
the number of years a student could spend
in any college even if he or she is a com-
plete product of that institution. It will
not be wrong to say that I too, like any
of you here, have grown up in the lofty
traditions and high ideals of Jaffna Central.

T T T e ey

When Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan
was transferred, on promotion, to the
Ministry of Education as  Director in
charge of the Tamil Unit, the Old Boys’
Associstion in Jaffna, the School Develop-

Entertainment

-~ANTHING YOU SAY, MADAM
by Central O. B. A

Musical Arms

Dinner

Prize distribution

College songs

" N. S. RATHINASINGHAM

ment Society, which has taken the place
of the Parent Teachers® Association, and
the Teaching Staff  resolved that [ should
take ovep-the charge of the College. The
Member of Parliament for Jaffna Mr.
V. Yogeswaran too was very keen that I,
who have been the Deputy Principal for
nine years and a teacher at Central for
over 29 years, should be appointed Principal.
If not for his untiring efforts this appoint-
ment might not have been possible.

Mr. Yogeswaran takes a very keen
and close interest in the aflairs of our
college and he needs to be praised and
thanked for all that he has done. He has
helped us with an allocation of Rs. 175,000
from the decentralised budget for the
new building under construction. j

As soon as I took charge I recom-
mended that Central should have two
Deputy Principals. I suggested the names



" 60

of Mr. V. Balasundaram and Mr. R. K.
Rajasenan as Deputy Principals. Permis-
sion was granted to me to allow both to
function as Deputy Principals pending

final approval and both are now func-

tioning as Deputy Principals.

I increased the number of School
Prefects from 25 to 35 and the' Prefects
~are very helpful in maintaining discipline.
2nd Li. T. Nagaratnam  has been
appointed Supervisor of Grades 11 and
12. Mr. A. M. David functions as Supervisor
of Grades 9 and 10.

The hostel needs a lot of improve-
ment. Mr. S. Kumarasamy, a  retired
Government Servant, is to take the place
of Mrs. M. Tharmalingam as warden of
the hostel. His office will be in the hostel
and he will not be in the college office
as it was earlier. Everything possible is
being done to increase the number of the
hostellers and we have been successful
in this direction.

The hotel buildings are beyond repairs
except for the one upstair building and

we need the help of the Colombo O B A
to put up new buildings with modern
facilities.

Mr. C. Dayaladeva, a science trained

‘teacher and a young member of the staff

has been appointed Prefect of Games to
the :vacancy /created by the resignation
of Mr. M. Broodie, a science graduate
who left us to go over to the Republic
of Nigeria..

IT our College is expected to maintain
its past image, good status and high
standard, it needs the close co-operation
help and watchfulness of its Alumni. 1
do not think that this has been forthcom-
ing in the recent past. I do not want fto
go into the reasons for this attitude. But
you will agree that this is a fact.

Therefore in the interest of our in- -
stitution,* I urge upon you to be in close
contact with - the progress of the college
and do everything possible to make it
grow from strength to strength. We need
your advise, your help and your active
participation. We welcome your cons-
tructive criticism too, because ‘Central’s
flag must never be lowered.

The Rev. Peter Percival, the successor of Roberts in the chair, arrived in North Ceylon in 1826.
A man of outstanding ability, he made his mark in the District at once....In 1834, Percival
succeeded the Rev. James Roberts in the chair,.He remained Chairman till 1851, It is not
ecasy to exaggerate cither Percival’s achievements or his talents. He will long be remembered
for his scholarship in Tamil and for his literary efforts. Assisted by Arumuga Navalar, the
celebrated Tamil Scholar, who was a student of his at Central, he produced a Tamil version
of the Seriptures, which for elegance and dignity of expression has never been equalled; besides
he edited an English-Tamil Dictionary, composed the Methodist Catechism and also translated
the Methodist Liturgy which with small alterations is still in yse. He was a scholar of marked
distinction--- “‘the greatest Tamil scholar Methodism has ever had”.

Central Centenary p. 17, 18
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OFFICE

COLOMBO
Patron
The Principal ( ex-officio )
Vice Patrons
Ms: V. Chelvathurai
¥red E Armstrong
K. Kumaravela
K. Gunaratnam
President
" Mr. V. S. Nadarajan
Vice Presidents
Ms: J. Rajasingham
Hari C. Arulanandan
P. Rajagopal
S. K. Ariaratnam
Leslie K. Saravanamuttu
K. Arulanantham
K. T. Gilbert de Silva
V. E. Selvarajah
V. Sundharalingam
T. Chinniah
Hony. Secretaries
Ms: S. Balasundaram
S. Rajaratnam
Hony. Treasurer
Vir. P. Ragunathan
Hony. Auditors
Ms: Satchithananda, Schokman,
Pasupathi & Co. '
Members of the General Committee
Ms: Marcus J. Thambiah
K. Maheswaran
D. W. Rabindra Deva
K. M. Sri Pathmanathan
Ram Sundaralingam

BEARERS 1980

Ms: S. Yogaratnam
E. J. Chandraraj
E. P. R. Kulendran
V. T. Sundaralingam

JAFFNA

President
Principal ( ex-officio )

Vice Presidents
Ms: N. S. Rathinasingham
(now President)
S. H. M. Sahidu
M. A. C. A. Salam

Hony Secretary
Mr, V. T. Sivalingam

Hony. Treasurer
Mr. R. Rajalingam

Hony. Auditor-
Dr. M. Thiragnanasampantiiar

Commiltee members
Ms: R. Sithamparanathan

S, Ramakrishinan
C. Kamalaharan
S. Wimalathasan
S, Devarajah
S. Sriskandarajah
K. M. Shanthikumar
V. T. Ganashalingam
R. Rajaram
Victor S. Kiruparaj
V. Nadarajah
D. Duraisamy
M. M. H. A. Hameem
Dr. C. Wijeyarajah
K. Kandasamy
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Principal 71l Sept. 9th, 1980
Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan

Principal from Sept 10th, 1920
Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham

Deputy Principals
Mr. V. Balasuntharam
Mr, R. K. Rajasenan

Supervisor: Middle School
Brevt Lieut Col.K. Balendra

Head Master: Lower School
Mr. V. Sivarajah #il July 1980

COLLEGE STAFF

B. A. (Ceylon), Dip-in-Ed ( Ceylon )

B. A. (Londen), First Class Secondary Trained.
Teacher Counsellor Certificate

B.Sc ( Ceylon )
B.S¢ (Hons) Zoology ( Madras )

Sri Lanka Cadet Corps
First Class Secondary Trained

First Class Tamil Trained, Principal Grade IV

Mr. T. Kanagalingam from Sept.1980 First Class Tamil Trained

Tutorial Staff

First Class Teacher’s Certificate

Mr. S. H. Setukavalar till May1930 B. A.( Ceylon ) Sec B: History

Mr. M. Pavanandan

Mr, M. Mahadeva

Mr. M. M. Yoosuf i/l March 1980

Mr. C. Kesavarajan
Mr. A. Sinnathamby
Mr, V. Umapathisivam

Mr. S. Kumariah
Mr. N. Rdsaratnam
Mr. T. Nagaratnam

Mr. R. Vethanayagam
Mr. K. Ganeshamany
Mr. A. Tarcesius #ill May 1980

Mr. A. M. Brodie till Az 1980
Mrs. A. M. Moorthy

Mr. M. M. S. Abdul Cader

Mr. V. Villavarayan

Mr. V. Ayathurai

Mrs, M. Ponniah

B. A. (Ceylon), First Class Special Mathematics
Trained, Dip-in-Hindu Civilization, (Sri Lanka)
B.Sc ( Ceylon) 1%
B. A. (Hons) (Vidyodaya)

First Class Secondary Trained

B. Sc (Ceylon), Dip-in-Ed (Ceyvlon)

B.A (Madras) '
B.A (Ceylon), Dip-in-Hindu Civilization
Dip-in-Ed. (Ceylon)

B. A. (Calcutta)

B.A (Ceylon), Dip-in-Ed (Sri Lanka)
B.Sc (Ceylon)

B.S¢ (Madras)

B.Sc (Madras)

B.A (Ceylon), SLE S Gr. V

Dip-in-Ed, Dip-in-Drama (Sri Lanka)
B.Sc (Ceylon)

B.Sc (Madras)

B.A, Dip-in-Ed (Ceylon)

B.Sc (Ceylon)

B.A (Madras), Dip-in-Ed (Ceylon)

B.A (Ceylon)



Mr. N. Sambasivam
Mr. N Yogarajah

Mr. P. G. Gnanaseelan
Mr. S. Ulaganathan
Mr. M. Jeyaratnam
Mr. S. Sivapragasam |

Mr, K. Kandasamy
Mr. P. K. Balasingham
Mr. 8. Anthonypillai till August 1930

Mr. V. K. Balasubramaniam
Miss P, Chelliah

Mrs. L. Selvaratnam
Mr. A. M. David

Mr. M. A. M. Basheer
Mr. K. Yogavanam
Mr. S. Mahalingam
Mr. S. Philipnery

Mr. K. Somasegaram

Mr. K. Abraham Lincoln
Mz, S. Balasubramaniam

Mr. J. Thevathas

Mrs. A. Balachandramoorthy
Mr. C. Dayaladeva

Mrs. §. M. Sherill

Mr. G. J. Sabanathan
Mrs. V. M. Arulnayagam
Mr. M. A. Farook

Mr, C. V. Rajendran
Miss R. Kanapathynathan
Mr. E. S. Tambiah

Mrs. J. T. Chelliah till April 1980
Mrs. P. Rudra

Mrs. A. Sivapragasam
Mrs. S. Singaravel

Miss A, Victoria

Mr. A. K. Ponnuchamy
Mrs. V. A, Selliah

. B, Dev. Stu. (Hons), Special Commerce Trained

B.Sc (Ceylon)
B.Sc (Ceylon)
B.Com (Ceylon)
First Class Vocational Trained
Fine Arts Special Trained, Drawing Teacher
Certificate, Dip-in-Art.
First Class Special Commerce Trained
First Class Special Science Trained
First Class Special English Trained
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Special Commerce Trained, Dip-in-Com

First Class Special Commerce Trained,
Higher Commerce Certificate

First Class Secondary Trained

First Class Special English Trained, Teacher’s
Certificate in Physical Education

First Class Special Science Trained

First Class Special Science Trained

First Class Special Mathematics Trained
First Class Special Mathematics Trained
First Class Special Handicraft Trained,
First Class English Teachers’ Certificate in Deawing
First Class Special Science Trained

Tiirst Class Special Science Trained

First Class Special Mathematics Trained
First Class Special English Trained

First Class Special Science Trained
Prefect of Games

Special Agriculture Trained

First Class Special English Trained

First Class Special English Trained

First Class Special Mathematics Trained
English Teachers Certificate

Teacher Trainec

Teacher’s Cettificate in Physical Education
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained, Bala Pundit
First Class Tamil Trained
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Mrs. S. Sivarajah

Mrs. P. S. Dharmaratnam
till October 1980

Mrs. M. Thirunavukarasu
Mr. K. Ragunathan

Mrs. B. Thangavel

Mz, V. Sivanesan

Miss A. K. Thamotheram

Office Staff

Mr. S. Alagarajah

Mr. G. Benedict

Mys. M. Dharmalingam
Mr. W. D. Palis

Mz, S. Paramanathan
Mr. S. Veerasingham
Mr. M. Annamalai

Librarian

Mr, K. Manickavasagar -
Laboratory Attendents

Mr. M. Muthukumarasamy

Mr. M., J. Thevathas
Mr. P. Ganeshamoorthy

Fitst Class Tamil Trained
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained
First Class Tamil Trained
First Class Tamil Trained
First Class Tamil Trained
G C E(O.L), A. C. T. L. (London)

Chief Clerk
Accounts Clerk
Hostel Clerk

S.S.C English, Library Science Certificate.

f

Ground Boy Mr. V. Kandiah Watcher Mr. K. Maruthapillai
Bus Driver Mr. S. Balasubramaniam Relief Watcher Mr. V. Arumailingam
Labourer Mr. S. Sinnathurai .

OLD BOYS® ASSOCIATION INAUGURATED

Many of our Old boys in Colombo
desired the formation ofa branch of the

Old Boys’ Association there, in order that’

they might keep in touch with one an-
other and their alma mater. Mr. Wilkes
proceeded to Colombo at their invitation,
and on 26th July 1913, a-splendid Re-
union was held at the Wesley College.
Group photograph taken on the occasion

contained no less than seventy old beys:
Mr. Wilkes presided at the public meeting
that inaugurated the Branch Association.

Central Centenary 7.92

The Inaugural Meeting of the Old
Boys’® Association was held on the 5th
December 1906, in the College Hall,
presided over by Mr. Wilkes.

Central Centenary ».74
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