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College Song

Wet the ground and Wind opposing,
Just ten minutes, yet to play,
Play up Centrall No reposing

On the gains of yesterday
Now’s the time for combined action
Pass the ball from Man to Man.
Never selfish play nor faction
Proved worthwhile since sport began.

Chorus

Central! rally for the school then,
Take the field with one accord;.
Keep your courage, cool and clean then,
Central’'s flag must never be lowered.

On the field of life, when striving,
Keep your honour, true and bright.
Play up centrall Ever thriving
On the fruits of grace and light,
For your comrades of the old days
Scattered far though they may be,
For your school, and for her true praise
Live in service, glad and free.

Chorus:

5> oo

Composed by Rev. P.T. Cash Music by Mrs cash






Contents

Preface
Forward

DEDICATIONS

Donald Ganeshakumar
Richard Teacher (Emily Kirupainesam Richards)

MESSAGES

Mr S K Elilventhan

Mr Ongaramoorthy, Principal, JCC

Mr Kandiah Balakrishnan, JCC OBA, UK

Mr K M Shanthikumar, JCC OBA, Canada

Mr Mano Devasagayam, JCC OBA, Colombo
Mr N Rajathevan, JCC OBA, Jaffna

Mr N Narendran, JCC OBA, Australia

SPECIAL ARTICLE

Rev. Percy T Cash, MA, BA, BSc: Principal 1922-1926, 1928-1932 and 1934-1939
A Dedicated Principal who Revived the JCC Curriculum, Imparted Momentum
to Our Culture and Traditions and Preserved Our Position as a Leading

Institution by Professor R K Guganesharajah
OUR TRADITIONS AND CULTURE

Our College Crest and College Song by Mr P Manokeran

A school with a great history by Dr.K.Theivendirarajah

The first historic committee of JCC OBA in 1906

Mr S Thavalingam, Senior Prefect (1959-1960)

‘A popular prefect who preserved values of prestigious JCC’

Mr R Santhagunanathan, Senior Prefect (1964-1966)

‘A perfect prefect of pupils and an outstanding athlete’

Meeting Point at Kiosk (Petti Kadai)

Knowledge Enhancement (Jaffna Public Library and Romaine Hall)

ARTICLES OF SCIENTIFIC, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INTEREST

The Jaffna Central College - The Oldest Permanent School

in Northern Sri Lanka by K Manickavasagar, Retired Librarian
Report of The Committee Appointed by The Old Boy's Association
of Jaffna Central College by Mr K Kathiravelupillai, Dr K Sittampalam
and Dr Rev. A W Jebanesan

Srilasri Arumuga Navalar (Tamil Article) by S Sivakumaran

Page No
1-4

6-7
8-9

10
11
12-13
14-15
16
17
18

19-28

29-31
32-33
34-35
36-37
38

39
39

40-44

45-47
48-54

JCClmn coiece



Centralism — A Perspective by T Prarajasingam
Jaffna Central National School of Nations's Pride by P.Manokeran

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN UK by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Groundwater and Lagoon Modelling. Jaffna Peninsula
Climate Change Impacts on Groundwater Resources in
the Jaffna Peninsula

Deep Tube Wells

Modelling Lagoon for Ecological Studies

Management of Iranamadu River Basin

Dam Failure Analysis

Waste Stabilisation Ponds

Renewable Energy
Historic Evoluation of Water Resources Development

Groundwater Potential in the Jaffna Peninsula and the Impact of
Climate Change (Tamil Article) by Dr V Tyriakidis,

Prof R K.Guganesharajah and Dr S K Ouki

Lagoon Conservation: Case Study of Elephant Pass Lagoon

(Tamil Article) by R Alidad, Prof R K.Guganesharajah and

Prof B Lloyds

Kavali (Tamil Article) by S Chandrabose

Cultural Heritage by Prof R K Guganesharajah and Mr T Pararajasingam

JOURNALISM, ART, SCULPTURE AND MUSIC

Maththiya Theepam (Tamil Article) by V Rengan

Maththiya Theepam (Tamil Article) by S Chandrabose

Art and Sculpture by Prof R K Guganesharajah and Mr T Pararajasingam
Sinna Mamiye -Nithi Knagaratnam

(Tamil Article) by Prof K Guganesharajah

SPORTS

Centralites Sports Club - Jaffna by S Premkumar

Vadivelu David Jeyaratnasingam

(ex cricket and football coach) by N Y Arasaratnam

Edward Selvarajah Thambyah

(ex cricket coach) by N Y Arasaratnam

Mr Kirupaharan - A dedicated football coach by R K Guganesharajah
Mr S Nadarajah: Basketball Coach and Physics Teacher (1958-1966)

Dr Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam - A student who placed the nation
and the JCC on the World Map by RK Guganesharajah

R KV Premachandra: An outstanding cricketer with exceptional talent
S Suntheralingam - An excellent leader and a sportsman who led the
JCC prefects and the football team by R K Guganesharajah

Jeya Kanganayagam: An all-round cricketer with exceptional natural talent

VT Mahalingam - An outstanding sportsman who excelled in cricket
soccer and and athletics by R K Guganesharajah

N'Y Arasaratnam (best all-rounder) by R K Guganesharajah

55
56

57

58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

66-73

74-80
81
82-89

90-92
93-94
85-96

97-98

99

100
101
102
103

104-105
106

107-108
109

109
110

jcC|JAFFNA

CEMTRAL COLLEGE



A Patkunarajah - A cricketer with natural talent by R K Guganesharajah

Our Leading Cricketers — Mid Sixties: V Ambalavanar, K Shanmugalingam
T Nadarajah and V Gangatharan by A Patkunarajah and Prof R K Guganesharahah
K W Vimalarajan: An outstanding sportsman by Prof R K Guganesharajah

S Sivasothy: A good cricketer and natural spin bowler

by Prof R K Guganesharajah

D Puradchithasan — A dedicated sportsman who excells in cricket,
Football and athletics by Prof R K Guganesharajah

G S Shantheekaren - A well recognised talented sportsman by A Patkunarajah

A tribute to Mr Kandiah — A great Curator by A Patkunarajah

Mr Kandiah — Our Immortal Ground Boy by T Gnanaratnasingham
Importance of Turf Wicket to JCC by A Patkunarajah

Sri Lanka Schools Athletic Competition in 1963

(Tamil Article) by S Chandrabose

PRINCIPALS AND TEACHERS

(Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah, Mr Manoharan,
Mr Manickavasagar and Mr T Pararajasingham)

Rev. James Lynch - Principal (1816-1819)

Rev. Dr Peter Percival: Principal (1834-1851)

Rev. D P Niles: Acting Principal (1870-872) and (1886-1887),

Vice Principal (1869-1878)

Rev. W Towers Garret Principal 1891-1893, 1896-1898 and 1901-1903
Mr W Romaine Cooke: Vice Principal (1901-1917)

Rev. W M P Wilkes: Principal (1903-1908) and (1910-1916)

Rev. H A Meek BA: Principal 1908-1910

Rev. Harold Bullough: Principal (1917-1921)

Rev. Percy T Cash, Principal 1922-1926, 1928-1932 and 1934-1939
Mr Joseph Kadirgamar Chanmukam: Acting Principal 1927,

Vice Principal 1924 Head Master 1894-1923

Mr J W Arudpragasam BA: Principal 1943-1944, Vice Principal 1929
Rev. C A Smith: Principal (1945 - 1955)

Mr J C Charles: Acting Principal 1949, Vice Principal 1939-1957
Rev. Dr D T Niles: Principal (1956-1962)

Alfred E Tamber: Principal (1962-1964), Vice Principal (1958-1962)
Mr J S Ariaratnam BSc: Vice Principal (1962-1964)

Dr K Theivananthampillai: Vice Principal

Mr S Velupillai: Head Master (1960-1970)

Mr E Sabalingam: Principal (1964-1971)

Mr S Mahalingam: Vice Principal (1965-1969)

Mr E K Shanmuganathan: Principal (1971-1980)

Mr N S Rathinasingam: Principal (1980-1982)

Mr V Balasuntharam BSc: Principal (1983-1990)

Mr R K Rajasenan: Vice Principal (1980)

Mr K Kandasamy: Vice Principal (1990-1991)

Mr N K Shanmuganathapillai: Principal (1990-1996)

Mr N. Rajaratnam: Acting Principal (1990

Mr S Sivanrooban: Acting Principal (1996)

111-112

113
114

114

115
116
117
117
118-119

120

121
122

123
124
125
126
127
128-129
130-134

135
136
136
137
138
139
140
141
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
148
149
149

J cc | é‘:‘:‘:::l. COLLEGE




150-151

Mr R Rasathurai: Principal 1996-2005 152
Mr S Pathmanathan: Acting Principal (2005-2008) s )
Mr L Ongaramoorthy: Principal (2008-August 2011) 153 -
Mr T Nagaratnam: Deputy Principal (1993-2006 153
Mr C Sivakumaran: Deputy Principal (2007-2010 =
Mr K Elilventhan: Principal 2011 155
Kalaipulavar S Navaratnam
Mr T IF;ararajasingam: Senior Teacher and Head of the Geography Department 123
Mr Velupillai Vigneswaran: Senior Teacher in Physics (1956-1964) .
Mr K Manickavasagar 158
Mr Paramanantham, BSc: Senior Teacher
Mr Victor Kiruparajah: English Teacher 158
Mr S Arunachalam 159
Mr T (Tommy) | Abraham: Prefect of Games, Sports Coach,
Headmaster of Lower School and Mathematics and English Teacher 160
Mr P Manoharan: Senior Teacher (1956-1966) 161
Mr Alagacone: English Teacher 161
Mr K Manickavasagar: Librarian (1954-1995) 162 =
Maha Viyaharana Mahopathvaya V. Ramasamy Sarma 163
Mr. Ram Coomarasamy: Music Scholar and Teacher 163
Mr Apputhurai Mathiaparanam: Senior Teacher in Tamil Language 164
Mrs Inpamany Mathiaparanam: Senior Teacher in Mathematics and
Christianity (mid-fifties-1979) 164
Mrs Navamany Mills: Maths Teacher ' 165
Mr V K Nadarajah BA: History Teacher 165
Mr Jeyasingam (Ratnam): Head of Commerce Department 166
Mr AT Setthukavalar 166
Mr S H Sethukavalar 167
Mr Jeyaratnam 167
Tribute to Our Teachers for Developing the Curriculum 168-169
SUPPORT STAFF &
(Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah, Mr T Pararajasingham and
Mr S Chandrabose)
Mr A Arumugam 170
Mr S Alagarajah 170
Mr Gopal 170
Mr Subramaniam 171
Mr Rasiah 171
Mr Kandiah and Mr Sinathamby: Ground Boys 171-172
PROFFISIONALS 3
Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah 1
Mr Williarp Duraiappah Niles 173
Mr M Ravindran 173
Dr Sabaratnam Sivakumaran, 174
Mr M Mohankumar 174

W JOCIEmA couece



Mr K Mahendranathan

Mr A Srikantha

Mr A Ganeshwaran

Mr S Chandrabose

Mr N Kailainathan

Mr Kandiah Thillaivinayagalingam
Mr Easwaran Kandiah

Mr M Vivehanandan

ACADEMICS
(Compiled by Prof Kanagasabai Theivendirarajah)

The late Prof A Kandiah

The late Prof P Chandrasegaram
The late Prof Morgan Thambiah
The late Mr P Makinan

The late Prof R Appathurai

Prof ST Ariaratnam

The late Prof R Appathurai

Prof V Navaratnarajah

The late Dr Nesarajah Moses

Dr Sam K Maheswaran

Dr.T Kirubarajan

Dr S Kalaichandran

ACADEMICS
(Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah)

The late Prof AW R Mylvaganam

The late Prof V Appapillai

Professor Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran
Prof. Kanagasabai Theivendirarajah

Dr Kandiah Sundaralingam

Professor Subramania I. Sritharan

Mr K K Arulvel

LISTS OF PRINCIPALS, VICE PRINCIPALS, PREFECTS
OF GAMES AND FOOTBALL AND SOCCER CAPTAINS

Principals

Vice Principals and Deputy Principals
Prefects of Games

Head Masters

Senior Prefects

Cricket Captains

Soccer Captains

Our Achievements and Future Vision by Prof R K Guganesharajah

175
175
175
176
176
176
177
177

178
178
178
178
178
178
179
179
179
180
180
180

181
181
182
182
183
183
183

184-185
185
186
186
187-188
189-191
192-194

195

JCCI:w
CENTRAL COLLEGE






COPYRIGHT

The copyright of this Souvenir, Jaffna Central College, Centre for Excellence, Glimpses of 195 Years of
History, belongs to

© Professor Ramalingam Kandiah Guganesharajah

DISCLAIMER

This document has been prepared for the titled souvenir and should not be relied upon or used forany
other work without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior written
authority of the editor Professor R K Guganesharajah being obtained. Professor R K Guganesharajah
accept no responsibility for the consequences of this document being relied upon by any other party,
or being used for any other purpose, or containing any error or omission which is due to an error or
omission in data supplied te us by other parties. Any person using or relying on the document for such
other purpose agrees, and will by such use or reliance be taken to confirm his agreement to indemnify
Professor R K Guganesharajah for all loss or damage resulting therefrom. Professor R K Guganesharajah
accepts no responsibility or liability for this document any party.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

[ would like to thanks Barbara Wibbelmann of Mott MacDonald Ltd, for checking, proofreading and
ensuring that a consistent standard is maintained in this souvenir.

My thanks are due to Danushan Chandrabose, University of East London for all the graphical work,
editing and processing of the images in this souvenir and for organising the printing of the document.

| appreciate the valuable suggestions made by Mohavishna Sabaratnam, Mott MacDonald Ltd for the
structuring of the souvenir

R amdih Wwﬂ

Professor R Kandiah Guganesharajah (Kuhanesarajah)
Cambridge, United Kingdom
August 2011







Preface

I am pleased to be the Editor on behalf of the past students of Jaffna
Central College for the publication of this prestigious Souvenir marking
the 195th anniversary of the college. It is a privilege and an honour to
undertake and complete this work by co-ordinating with past students
and teachers from around the world. As a past student of this famous
and well recognised college on the Jaffna Peninsula and on the island, |
have seen it as my moral responsibility to be the driving force behind
the compilation of the information from various sources. This souvenir
highlights our pride and the unique standing of JCC students in the
arena of scientific, political, social and sports activities.

JCC students and teachers have always stood shoulder to shoulder and
with immense appreciation towards each other when maintaining their
Prof R K Guganesharajah traditions of advocating and promoting unity, equality, fairness and
mutual respect for all communities. We have respected the religious and
political freedom of all communities and worked against discrimination and oppression. These binding
traditions are the reflection of our unique identity and have prevailed among all students and teachers
from the inception of the school on 1st August 1816. There is no doubt our inherited traditions will
continue to prevail and grow forever.

Jaffna Central College

Our institution is one of the oldest schools in Sri Lanka and was founded in August 1816 by Rev. James
Lynch who was also the first Principal of this prestigious school. He purchased a property from the
Government on 1st August 1816, which had earlier been used as an orphanage. The school he founded
was first called English School and in the following year renamed as Jaffna Wesleyan English School.
The name of the school was changed again to Jaffna Central School in 1834 by the then Principal Rev.
Dr Peter Percival.

The school was affiliated with Madras University in 1869. It was elevated
to the status of a college in 1870 and its name changed to Jaffna Central
College (JCC). Mr John O Rhodes who was the Principal from 1867 to
1870, and the then Manager Rev. Dr J Kilner were instrumental for
achieving this historic milestone. However, the task of carrying the great
responsibility fell into the hands of Rev. D P Niles who successfully
maintained the prestigious status of the JCC.

The past and present students of JCC are very proud of all the Principals
and their contribution to regional education. The college was fortunate
to have highly qualified exceptional academics from the United
Kingdom as Principals. Their determination to leave their motherland
and to serve the people of the Jaffna Peninsula is highly and
wholeheartedly appreciated by all. Since its birth in 1816 the college has
maintained its position as a leading educational institution for all the
Source: JCC Centenary Edition communities in Ceylon. The pupils have extended its reputation from

(1934) education to sports and other extracurricular activities including social
services, religious activities and development works. The Holy Bible was translated into Tamil by a well
known Hindu scholar, Arumuga Navalar, who was a student and teacher at JCC. Rev. Percival was the
Principal of JCC at that time and recognised Arumuga Navalar’s proficiency in English and Tamil and
entrusted him with the task. This honour was accepted and he completed the work successfully to the
satisfaction of the Tamil Christian scholars.
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Sports

Sports is an integral part of JCC culture. The teachers' and students’ dedication and their boundl_ess
enthusiasm made a mark extending from the Jaffna Peninsula to the mainland and JCC's reputation

stretched further worldwide.

Cricket was introduced at JCC in 1881 by the then Principal Rev.
Fredrick M Webster and this was the occasion of the introduction of
cricket to the Jaffna Peninsula. We are proud to announce that the 195th
anniversary also marks the occasion of the 130th anniversary of our

cricket history.

The historic records from the Rev. W M P Wilkes, who was the captain of
the Jaffna Town Club and the Principal of JCC from 1903 to 1908 and
1910 to 1916, bring an important message to us:

“In the early days, our cricket matches were played on turf and often
towards the end of the game the pitch was bumpy and dangerous.”

Subsequently the turf wicket was replaced [B5
by an artificial pitch overlaid with a coir
o mat. We have a mqral obligation to give

(1934) financial and technical support to revert |
to a turf wicket, which is important to play cricket at international level.

Soccer is a regular feature at JCC and has been played regularly since i
its introduction by the then Principal Rev. Gabriel Leese in 1894. This
also marked the introduction of football to Jaffna. This year we have |
accomplished 117 years of playing football at JCC.

JCC's interests and abundant resources have extended to athletics
including gymnastics and swimming. Gymnastics was introduced to JCC
in 1888. In 1901 a swimming club was organised with 37 members.

" Source: JCC Souvenir (1934)

Journalism and Elocution

Journalism and elocution have been actively promoted among students
by teachers and senior students. These opportunities have enhanced
the Centralites’ unique standing as leaders in various professional
activities. The college has the tradition of inviting scholars and
prominent past students for participation in seminars and specific
events as part of knowledge enhancement. The college library also
includes a wealth of information to promote journalism.

The acting Principal in 1900, Mr E O Martin, inaugurated the college
magazine titled ‘The Central’ and published it monthly until 1902. In
early 1958 the students and teachers founded a magazine named
‘Mangkani’. Subsequently in July 1958, a monthly magazine named
SSUrce IV Fenod ‘Maththiya Theepam’, was inaugurated and circulated among students

(Sub Editor, 1959) and teachers until 1960. The idea of promoting journalism among
students was initiated by Mr N Ratnasingam (senior teacher and ex Principal of JCC), Mr Shanmuga
Kumaresan (teacher) with active participation of our students Messrs. S Chandrabose, S Sivakumar and
A Balasingam. In 1959, Mr P S Thavalingam, who was the then senior prefect, became the president of
the editorial board. Mr V K Nadarajah who was a teacher at that time had a role as adviser.
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The committee included several students including Mr K Jegarajasingam (English editor and V Rengan

(sub-editor). The college annually produced magazines with articles from students and teachers and
our traditions have continued successfully.

Success of JCC

JCC’s success stems from the contributions of numerous students, teachers and the leadership of past
and present Principals with the support and loyalty from their Vice-Principals and Head Masters. Their
contributions have been well documented in college magazines and souvenirs. However, | take this
opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of a few teachers who were at JCC in the fifties and
sixties, a period which brings back memories to me and fellow students.

Our Principals and Teachers

Rev C A Smith, Rev. Dr D T Niles, Mr A E Tamber and Mr S Sabalingam were the college Principals during
this era and the school moved from strength to strength in education and sports and earned
recognition globally. They were well supported by the Vice-Principals Mr Theivananthampillai (Mr A E
Tamber was also a Vice-Principal under Dr D T Niles) and Mr S Mahalingam .

The immense contributions from our past teacher Mr Veluppillai are highly commendable. He was the
head of the primary school and an excellent teacher in mathematics. He was instrumental in providing
an excellent foundation in mathematics for several students including myself. The dedication of
Richard Teacher (Emily Kirupainesam Richards) has been well recognised. She taught us the value of
discipline, punctuality and was responsible for teaching English to several of us in the primary school.

The untiring effort and contributions to teaching from Mr V Balasundaram, Mr N S Rathinasingam, Mr T
Prararajasingam, Mr V Vigneswaran, Mr T | Abraham, Mr and Mrs Mathiaparanam, Mr R K Rajasenan, Mr
Paramanantham, Mr P Manoharan, Mr Alagacone, Mr and Mrs Ariaratnam, Mr S Nadarajah, Mr V K
Nadarajah, Mr Thambiralah, Mrs Navamani Mills, Mr Arasalingam, Mr Arunasalam, Mr Rajalingam, Mr
Thiruchelvam, Mr Nava Niles, Mr Kandasamy, Mr Aronsingho, Mr Balasingam, Mr Kulendran, Mr Farooq
and Mr Kamalaharan have been well recognised and are remembered by all students. The first two
teachers became Principals of the college in the eighties. All were responsible for providing guidance
to several prominent scientists who placed JCC and the nation on the world map.

The contributions of Mr T | Abraham, Mr Selvarajah Thambyah, Mr V D Jeyaratnasingam Mr Kirupaharan
and Mr S Nadarah in the sports arena are well remembered by all students. Their motivation and
passion for sports guided JCC to win several trophies nationally and earn a highly recognised position
in sports in Ceylon.

We all highly regard and recognise the contributions of our retired librarian, Mr Manickavasagar whose
dedication and efforts have unearthed several historic facts about JCC, including the exact founding
period of the college.

Students

There were hundreds of students who adhered to our unique culture but | would like to name a few of
them who inspired us remarkably and uniquely in studies or sports or in both, They include Messrs. N
Ethirveerasingam, N Pararajasingam, S Thavalingam, M Seevaratnam, K Theiventhirarajah, S
Sundaralingam, R K V Premachandra, R Santhagunanathan, K Sundaralingam, B Abraham, J
Kanaganayagam, V T Sivalingam, V T Mahalingam, V T Sundaralingam, S Sivakumar, M Ravindran, K P
Mahendrajogam, S Sritharan, N Y Arasaratnem, A Patkunarajah, D Ganeshkumar, S Chandrabose, A
Ganeshwaran, V K Shanmugalingam, A Ambalavanar, T Nadarajah, P Balendran. V Gengatharan, K
Kanag Iswaran, K Thayaparan, Mano Devasagayam, K Sivapalan, S Sivakumaran, T Sooriyabalan, G S
Shantheekaran, S Sivasothy and D Puradchithasan.
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Appreciation

The contributions of our Principal Rev. P T Cash ata critical period to the revival of the.cur.riculum, the
construction of new buildings and the improvement of facilities are among the most significant in our
college history. Rev. Cash introduced the house systems for spc?rts.ebvents and pamed the houses
Percival, Romaine, Wilkes and Bullough in appreciation of the individual contributions from past
Principals and a Vice-Principal (Mr Romaine Cooke). Rev. Cash wrote our cqlleg? song and chorus and
Mrs Cash composed the music. In recognition of Rev. and Mrs. Cash's contributions to our Alma Mater

a special article is included in this souvenir.

We highly value the contribution to JCC by the ex-Principal of JCC_Mr K Rasathurai, who cpurageously
and enthusiastically restored our pride during difficult periods. This momentum has continued under
the subsequent Principals Mr S Pathmanathan and Mr L Ongaramoort_hy. | con_g!'atulate our new
Principal Mr K Elilventhan and wish him success in maintaining our unique traditions.

Acknowledgement

My special thanks are due to Mr K Manickavasagar, Mr T Prararajasingham, Mr K Mahendranathan,
Professor K Theivendirarajah, Mr P Manoharan, Mr S Suntharalingam, Mr S Chandrabose, Mr R
Santhagunanathan, Mr A Patkunarajah, Mr N Y Arasaratnam, Mr T Gnanaratnasingham, Mr D
Puradchithasan, Mr K Thillaivinayagalingam and Mr K Vijaishankar for their immense support in
compiling and producing this historic souvenir to mark our glorious 195 years of history.

Dedication

This souvenir is especially dedicated to my old friend late Mr D Ganeshakumar and my class teacher
late Emily Kirupainesam Richards (Richard Teacher).

QOur Goals

JCC's reputation as a leader in the sphere of education and sports on the island won the encomium of
educationists and leading sportsmen. In the sports arena we appreciate the efforts of Rev. Webster to
introduce cricket to JCC and Rev. Leese to introduce football to JCC. We also thank Mr Selvarajah
Thambyah for his dedications to training the students in cricket and athletics for over two decades and
Dr Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam for placing JCC on the world map with his athletic talents. In the
educational field it was Mr Rasathurai, ex Principal, who revived the college so that it maintained its
position as a leading institution. His ambitions also extended to restoring its position as a leader in
research activities. | recommend to construct pavilions and buildings in recognition of the
contributions of these distinguished members when marking our bi-centenary celebrations in 2016.
Our Crest and Colours are symbols of honour and loyalty. Raised by the values in our college song and
by our determination, our college flag will always fly high and above other flags, as it has flown in the
past, and will maintain its status forever. We will preserve JCC's culture and position as a leader in
education and sports on the island.

R. Komdih WMM

Professor R Kandiah Guganesharajah (Kuhanesarajah)
(PhD, MSc, BSc(Eng)(Hons), DIC, DipStat, MICE, CEng)

Editor
Cambridge, United Kingdom
August 2011
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WUTD GLIBILIQE SIeHIemby TEReNTaEs L Hienpmefgid (psBamgsena elleniiGElepent.
AmRETD  Fheaulemb, g Seoprfi  GloeBiogid GuibuL, SLTeoTEN  (PWIbHBensm
GoBosTsien oS QITDSHHISHESI.

SIBBHIL6N, LFFORGMSTUD GUIGLUBSSTLOSD, @beombaETan  2_sienLdahisamstl 6L,
ueo BIBSsMeBhaID HLHSMETLLD, yemsluL hisemsmUD CFsfihal, et 2_Gaitdadigib
SWpTE UTGULL  eiog Uenipw ioremeut  Guymdfiwit sopE GHepIFTalle awdl
wemisaibs Hamsmenuyb C5fleldslGpr.
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Donald Ganeshakumar: A good cricketer with exceptional talent

' | have it pleasure In honouring my friend Donald Ganeshakumar on

the sp

pecia casion of t

s not only

195th college anniversat

ind 1 s of JCC but his

well known

nong students

ularity extended nationally as well as i

pop

Donald was an excellent sportsman with exceptional skills a

in cricket, soccer and athleti

ecognised

ns and

1 cricket team in

the college 1st | had the opportunity to &

a member of his cricket team. His tactics and

popularity ameng tea

members brought remarkable victories and sarned recognition for the

JCC on the island.

D Ganeshakumar

One of his remarkable innings was 176 runsin 1¢

ored in 651

e, Kandy, which was the second fastest hundred, s

Lankan National team which toured Australia in 19

selected to represent the

in Australia and was able to place the College on the map.




sations with Donald focused on general sports activities in Sri
ledgeable in test cricket and enthusiastically followed events,
kable. In order to enhance our vocabulary in
he meaning of different words.

He was a close friend of mine. My conver
Lanka and worldwide. He was very know
His passion for learning English and grammar was remar
English we used to challenge each other by asking questions aboutt

After leaving the college he worked for MacWoods and played cric.ket for the company team. He
performed well for them with his hostile bowling and sensible batting. Donald then joined the Sri
Lankan police as a sub-inspector. It was a prestigious and very competitive job and he was very

successful by being selected after attending challenging interviews.

However, | did not lose contact with him and had the opportunity to meet him in Kilinochchi, at that
time | was in the neighbouring village Oddusuddan where | worked as an Irrigation Engineer. Our

meeting brought back memories of our school days.

legacy was remembered by the JCC students and

He passed away in the eighties after an illness but his
g skills are still in our memory and cannot be

his friends. His manners, pace bowling and battin
forgotten.

Prof R K Guganesharajah.
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Richard Teacher (Emily Kirupainesam Richards): Teacher (1953-1962)
An excellent English teacher who was dedicated to the welfare of JCC students

Richard Teacher was born as Ms Tampoe and grew up in the family's
ancestral home known as “Esplanade Villa” next to JCC. The home was to
eventually hecome the JCC Junior School and her old bedroom became
the classroom in which she taught. Richard Teacher is well remembered
by students and teachers who were at JCC in the fifties and early sixties.
She joined the JCCin 1953 and continued until 1962. She taught English
to junior school students, trained the choir, organised the percussion
band at JCC and organised the young scouts (cubs). Above all, she took
the responsibility to look after the students in the Junior Students
Hostel, which housed over 35 students at Trimmer House. The students
in the hostel were between 7 and 13 years old. There were also a few
senior students in the hostel who assisted the junior students and
helped Richard Teacher. Punctuality and tidiness were her top priorities
and she promoted them among students.

Mrs E K Richards

It was her regular responsibility to walk around the study hall and to help students. She played piano
well, reqularly participated in Church activities and accompanied the Christian students to the college
Church. She respected all students equally and admired the performance of talented students
regardless of background or religion. She was a good mother who passionately looked after her own
children and the welfare of her students. | was fortunate to be in the Junior Hostel and to study English
with her. She was also my class teacher when | joined JCCin 1959.

JCC Junior School: Richard Teacher with Students_and Staff
Photograph: Courtesy of Mr Yogasingha and Mr D Puradchithasan

cc JAFFNA
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Richard Teacher's dedication was instrumental in providing an excellent
foundation to many students, including those who would go on to
| become prominent scientists, mathematicians, professionals and

sportsmen. Equally, her children and grand-children achieved their

goals in education.

She will be remembered by all her students at JCC for her achievements,
| dedication and sacrifices to help make them a success in their chosen
| fields at international levels. Her words of teaching and guidance are still
| reverberating in our minds and her enthusiasm and interests in
developing our school will stay in our hearts forever.

| Students always regarded Richard Teacher, not only as an English
| teacher, but as a good mother to them all, who looked after and guided

them diligently.

Richard Teacher and
Grandson

Richard Teacher passed away in 2007 at the age of 94 years. Her legacy and leadership are remembered
by JCC students and teachers.

Professor R K Guganesharajah

Wae
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THE COLLEGE CREST.

Designed by Mr W Romaine Cooke (1901)
Source ]EC Centenary Edition (1934)
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*. 8 K Elilventhan BA MA SLPS1 Jaffna
Principal Sri Lanka
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QUTDSHSIBSG6T. Lo FAphs  sevailionsissit  sFuisents  Bmbs)
PBL THH W BuurL srensoulsi o wirFfullensn BsGDISAL HTe0dHss0
BI6 2 _eNJHamQUIBTE GMbsEH. 2 Wibhs LIRS MmS T
LD  LOTEMGUTERET Fl60T 6Tellnald FhalGHNTHeN. GUUUTS S60THE)
siglieiymisn,  sorHd  Heugongsnr  CuUIEIBaITEDT  &5H 55860
BI6d  GlLIHENLOWLIENL &6 66

Mr K Elilventhan

umLgmemeoullell  (PIGaIBBHHIHEG 2 svmenralw  FHuley BWRSECETEINmEEGD LW
wreielil  Frismiselel Unisailll SenUOuTws. aiFSubn,  Hmenioibleas  1OTTaTES 6,6
LsusmoliLifiFlad,  sumieninsGangeil Slpnen oTamalTHailar 2 SHalb0eTms: JhE el
CobLIBHEINSDBHTeT L6 L 60  aUGLIL|HSET, SHEMENGHIENT D6 & LDTEm6UT S
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@FBE UMPL oTanaITEsTTaL BhssT CaHrsnesTBULiTss 6l (LIPS BLOLH GBI
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SDINTHETHDG 6T LTI (BaH6IT.
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E-mail : yarl central@sinetlk web : Jaffna central college.com
Mr.L Ongaramoorthy BA Dip in EduSLPS| Sri Lanka
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Message from JCC OBA, UK President......

As the President of JCC OB & GA, UK, it is a great plea-
sure to witness the 195th anniversary of our Alma
Matter Jaffna Central College and send this message
to the souvenir published to mark the remarkable
195th anniversary. Since its inception in 1816, our col-
lege has gone through good and bad times and is still
standing proud as a great academic establishment. |
am proud that | was once a student there and | am
equally humbled by the courageous students who
came before me and those that have come after.

About the College......

Established in August 1816, Jaffna Central College has been a leading beacon
throughout its history, drawing its students from all over the country. The
College has a proud tradition of academic, cultural and sporting excellence.
The students bring with them many talents besides their academic capacity,
coupled with copious amounts of energy, enthusiasm and initiative.

The college's motto is “Central’s Flag must never be lowered”.

The motto, and the school’s ethos promotes self-motivation, responsibility for
one's own direction, and a constant striving for self-improvement. The
happiest and most successful students are those with good motivation and a
pride in doing things well. The school provides a wealth of leadership and
other opportunities for those who are prepared to exercise initiative and
accept a challenge.

The school has an excellent relationship with its sister school: Vembadi Girls’
High School, sharing interests in education, sports and other extracurricular
activities. | view this wonderful school as a fine example of young men being
encouraged to unlock their potential within a framework of support and care
that allows them to do so.

Memories to share.....

The historic buildings carrying the memorial names of ex-principals who
served tirelessly to forward the aims of the college.

The Chemistry, Physics and Zoology laboratories and the gas producing plant
which was the special facility that the college enjoyed.

The remarkable canteen (ran by Sinnathamby), open-air theatre surrounded _by
blocks, water tank on the large tree and the beautiful Romaine Hall which
housed the stage, and the aesthetical staircase leading from both sides and

library on the upper floor.

The hostel and kitchen where we spent our most of the evenings with friends.
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Our playground surrounded by large trees and roads, majestic clock tower, the
great library and Subramaniam Park, especially Maniam'’s Kade (tea shop), Pullu

Kulam and Muni-Appar Temple.

The big cricket match build up and the game that all past and presents
students look forward too.

Our Message.....

Our Old Boys & Girls Association in the UK founded in 1987 and is still going
from strength to strength with great support from our members and friends.

| am pleased to announce that we are going to celebrate our association’s 25th
anniversary next year in 2012.

The projects we are currently working on:

Scholarships - Continue to support a Scholarship Program for deserving
Advanced Level students. This program is in its eleventh year and is being
managed by Colombo OBA on our behalf.

Students in Need Project (“SIN") — Giving financial support to students so as
to fulfil basic requirements to continue their education until their 12th year
(Advanced Level) in the College. The selected students have been heavily
affected by the war.

From this year onwards, our Committee has decided to have regular annual
event, in every September to mark the “Founders Day” of our great Alma
matter. | request all our past pupils to join and combine their power and
resources to show their solidarity and support towards our College.

A very rare special event, the “Central Seventies Bash” is being organised in
Canada by Canadian alumni, and we owe them a big thank you for organising
such an event. A large number of alumni and teachers are participating from all

over the world. | thank you all for your dedication and hard work you put in to
make this event happens.

On behalf of our association, | wish all our past and presents students and their
families a healthy, peaceful and prosperous life.

| know the “195th Anniversary Souvenir” publication will be a great success

and it will carry important information about our school and give new life to
our past memories,

Special congratulations to Prof. Guganesharajah who took an admirable effort
to publish this souvenir,

Kandiah Balakrishnan
President
JCC OB&GA, UK

—_—
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Siva Kanapathypillal
133 Russaell Jarvis Drive
Markham, ON L3S 4L1

416-899-6044
sivakanai8@hotmail.com

Jaffna Central College
Old Boy' Slisociation

(%nm Branch)

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF JCCOBA, CANADA BRANCH

As the President of the Canada Branch, It gives me great pleasure to
send this message to the Souvenir being published to mark the 195t
Anniversary of Jaffna Central College.

We feel proud to see Centralites spread all over the world, united
under the banner J,C.C,, living to the expectations of our Alma mater
to the motto of the our College Song “Central Rally for the School
then, Take the field with one accord, Keep your courage cool and

' clean then, Central’s Flag must ne’er be lowered “.

Jaffna Central College has stood as the pioneer and a giant in the
Education scenario of the Country, having born as far back as 1816.
Jaffna Central has produced eminent scholars who excelled not only in
the Academic field but also in other spheres such as Sports, Politics
and Nation building.

Our Association is always prepared to help our beloved Alma mater
and the students of our College to our maximum and play a key role in
that direction. The Canada branch in particular has played a very
significant role in helping the college in various ways. It is our
endeavor to repay our debt of gratitude and our distinguished Old
Centralites, have rallied round the Canada Branch in realizing our
cherished objectives of Funding our Alma mater, Assistance to the
College Students for pursuit of higher education through the Joint
Scholarship Scheme, Humanitarian assistance program to various
Service Organizations, Grade one to Grade Eleven Scholarship Grant
for the Best Student of the year and as Canadians we are proud to
state that J.C.C.0.B.A. Canada is the First Alumni Association to
commence an Event called the Walk-A-Thon from the year 2000 for
the benefit of the Sick Kids Hospital Foundation of Ontario together
with our Sister College Vembadi Old Girls Association of Canada.
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Siva Kanapathypillal

133 Russell Jarvis Drive
Markham, ON L3S 4L1
416-899-6044
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K Kanagasingam
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Ranarajah Wign
Sureshkumar Karunakaran

Auditor:

N.Viayabalan

Jaffna Central College
(%,m Branch)
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF JCCOBA, CANADA BRANCH

In conclusion, we 'wish to stress that our Centralites Old and Young
have come together and consolidate our efforts solidly behind the

. Canada Branch through their wholehearted support in order to plan

and execute meaningful ways to see our Alma Mater Jaffna Central
College to its pristine glory, On behalf of our Association, I wish our
College and the 195%, Year Anniversary Celebration a great success.

. “ FOR YOUR COMRADES OF THE OLD DAYS, SCATTERED FAR

THOUGH THEY MAY BE, FOR YOUR SCHOOL, FOR HER TRUE
PRAISE, LIVE IN SERVICE GLAD AND FREE *,

¢ CENTRAL’S FLAG MUST NE’ER BE LOWERED ¢

K. M. SHANTHIKUMAR - PRESIDENT

18 Jec Ty coud




Patron:

Prineipal, Jaffon Centml College

Viee Patrons:

t QM. K.TGT. De Silva

Mr T, Chinninh

Mr. K. Thavapamn,

Mr V. R Vdivetkarasan
Mr K. Kanng Iswaran PC

President :

Me. Mano Devasagaynm
22, Collingwood Place
Colombo 6

Tel: 2581608

Vice Presidents:

Mr V. Neelalojanan
Mr K. Jeyabalasingam
Mr VS Femamdo
Mr 5.5, Sivakumar
Mr 5.F Rajlevan

JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE

OLD BOYSASSOCIATION - COLOMBO BRANCH

Our motto is “Central's flag must ne'er be lowered.” Spurred by these courageous
words we have produced some of the most distinguished personalities of our times. To
name a few are Dr.S.C.Paul the first Surgeon (General Hospital, Colombo,
Prof. A Kandiah (Prof. Of Chemistry, University College of Ceylon and the first Sri
Lankan to be awarded the Doctorate of Science) ,Prof.A.W.R Mylvaganam (the
pioneer Sri Lankan Physicist) , the great Hindu savant and reformer, Sri La Sri
Arumuga Navalar, the most outstanding schoolboy athlete N.Ethirveerasingham (the
first schoolboy athlete to represent the country at the 1952 Olympics in Helsinki and
went on to win the Gold Medal in the High Jump event at the 1958 Asian Games in
Tokyo) and Prof.S.Arulkumaran Head of Obstetrics and Gynecology of St.George's
Hospital London and the first President of the Royal College of Obstetrics and
Gynecology to be elected outside the UK and was knighted by the Queen . If | have
omitted the names of others who should belong to this category the error is regretted.

| am happy to send this message for publication in the Old Boys Souvenir compiled by
the old boys of Jaffna Central to mark the 195th Anniversary of the founding of our alma
mater. Prof.Guganeshrajah who is instrumental in getting up this souvenir should be
commended for this effort. Our College is one of the finest educational institutions in Sri

Hony. Secretary: Lanka and has maintained very high standards both in the field of
education and sports and has achieved tremendous success in both these spheres.
We are indeed proud of it. Qur Principal has done much for the College in achieving

success in the spheres of its activities.

Mi RA Evans

#4572, Suvisuddhamma Road
Colomba &

Tel. 2365605/0777182610

. Our branch association has in its endeavour to financially assist needy students to

Hony. Assistant Secretary:

Mr Y. Jevakanth

Hony. Treasurer:

Me M. Sathananthan
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Mr, K. Manickavasagar
Mre EJ Hensman

Mr. K. Pumamoorhy
Mr A Thiyagamaah
Mr. 5. Bagirathan

Hoay, Auditor:
M. P. Umashank ar

pursue their curriculum in the College have in place a Joint Scholarship Scheme which

| was inaugurated with the support of the UK, Canada and Australia Old Boys Associa-

tions. The sustainability of this Scheme is assured by running it entirely out of interest
eamned from the capital contributions by the participating Branches. Under this scheme
scholarships are awarded bi-annually to students following the GCE (Advanced Level)
courses and those who have entered the university provided they have satisfied the cri-

| teria set out for such entittement. We have nevertheless in recent times encountered

serious problems in the running of this scheme due to drastic

| reductions in the interest rates. But | have no doubt that we will overcome this

| Associations and certain distinguished

situation with our commitment and dedication. In this regard | must thank all the Branch
individuals for their wholehearted

| support for this scheme. Special mention should be made of Dr.S.K.Maheswaran who
has magnanimously contributed a very large sum towards this scheme.

The swimming pool which has been the brainchild of the goverment is psaﬂng
completion within the College premises and this will be the first time that a swimming
pool has been constructed in Jaffna.

| wish to extend my congratulations and that of our Branch Association for the effort
made by the old boys for this compilation.

Mano Devasagayam
President
JCC OBA Colombo Branch
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Jaffna Central College OBA - Sydney

Message from the President of Jaffna Central College

e —— Old Boys Association of Sydney

President: N. Narendran

As the President of the Jaffna Central College
OBA Sydney | am deeply honoured and

Secretary: T. Rajkumar

Treasurer: 5. Jeyalingam
humbled to give this message to the Souvenir
Vice President: S. Ranjitkumar being published to mark the 195th anniversary
- e of Jaffna Central College. Souvenirs such as this

keep our tradition, values and glorious

Sports Secretary: A. Bahirathan memories of our school and schools days alive

Operations Secretary: G. Baheerathan and Prof Guganesharajah’s efforts in initiating
editing and consolidating this enormous task is
DR R A admirable and must be congratulated.
Lommittee Members

Sydney OBA has been in existence for nearly 20 years and the old boys of

§. Akdlan Sydney JCC are very proud that we are flying our school flag high down
T. Dushyanthira under in Australia. We are continuing to work closely with the OBAs of
S P Kumararaja Jaffna and Colombo and have been supporting some of their initiatives
N. Muralitharan such as scholarship funds for needy advance level students and the SIN
S. Rajendra project assisting war affected students for the past several years. We have
— also been conducting annual dinner dance and cricket encounters with St
= John's College, other Jaffna and Colombo schools. All of which
‘ogaratnam
are helping to maintain fellowship among our Sydney alumnae.
Alumnae play a significant role in shaping and determining the identity of
our schools. We can point to many thousands of our old boys who have
achieved academic and sporting excellence. However, in general, much
more among us are upright and honourable citizens with strong
leadership quality and character. Jaffna Central College can be very proud
of the quality of its students and the life they lead irrespective of the
country we live in or the economic circumstances we face.
Address:
S LN TN T We certainly are witnessing the message expressed in the following
Epping NSW 2121 extract of our anthem alive and well.
Australia
www.jccobasydnev.org “For your comrades of the old days,
Phone: 61-2-99682657 Scattered far though, they may be,
For your school and for her true praise,
e = e
Live in service glad and free!”
Naga.Narendran
President
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Rev. Percy T Cash, MA, BA, BSc: Principal 1922-1926, 1928-1932 and 1934-1939

A Dedicated Principal who Revived the JCC Curriculum, Imparted Momentum to Our
Culture and Traditions and Preserved Our Position as a Leading Institution
by
Professor R K Guganesharajah

Introduction

Rev. Percy Cash was Principal of JCC from 1922 to 1926, 1928 to 1932 and
1934 to 1939. He was a distinguished scholar and an administrator. He
was instrumental for reviving the curriculum of JCC, expanding college
buildings and improving facilities to meet the challenges of modern
requirements. Rev. Cash was an exhibitioner at the University College of
Nottingham in biology and geology and obtained his BSc (London)
degree in 1904. He had some experience in business prior to studying at
university. In 1906 he was appointed Vice Principal of Wesley College,
Colombo and continued in this position until 1921. During this period he
served on two occasions as Acting Principal of Wesley College and also on
another two occasions as acting principal of Richmond College, Galle. He
worked part time as lecturer at the Ceylon Medical College. In addition to
all his responsibilities and commitments he was able to obtain a BA
(London) degree in philosophy with first class honours.

Rev.and Mrs Cash, who was a music teacher at JCC, went on furlough in October 1926 and returned to
Ceylon in January 1928. During this period Mr J K Chanmukam was appointed Acting Principal. When
on furlough Rev. Cash spent his time in the United Kingdom, acquiring further academic distinctions.
He obtained an MA degree in philosophy from London University. He came out first in the Cambridge
Secondary Teachers' Certificate Examination, was awarded the Cambridge Diploma and won the
distinction of being the only one to be placed in the First Class. While in England he visited many
schools and studied the various educational systems and the educational experiments undertaken in
those institutions. Rev. Cash’s enhancement of his academic credentials and his knowledge of
educational systems in various schools helped him to develop a curriculum for JCC which met modern
standards. He had a long term vision for JCC to continue being a leading educational institution in
Ceylon and he was very successful in achieving his objectives.

Rev. Cash, after serving as Principal of JCC for another four years, went on furlough with Mrs Cash in
December 1932. In his absence Mr R J Seal acted as Principal. They toured Australia, New Zealand, USA
and Canada and finally arrived in England. Their experience in different countries gave them further
ideas to enhance the curriculum at JCC. They returned to Ceylon in February 1934. This was the
beginning of another new era for JCC when they consolidated their achievements from the past and
ventured into new avenues in education.

Reform to JCC Education

The appointment of Rev. Cash as Principal of JCC on 12th May 1922 marked a new phase of education
at the college, His academic and administrative talents fulfilled the needs of our Alma Mater. He
reintroduced the collegiate classes, which had been abandoned towards the end of the 1910s. Rev.
Cash recognised that intermediate classes were an asset to the college and trained students to sit for
the London Intermediate Examination. In the first year three students sat for the inter-science
examination. Two were successful and one of them was Mr A E Tamber who became the Principal of
JCC in 1962. The intermediate course continued for two years but was abandoned owing to financial
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difficulties despite recommendations made by the Government sponsored Akbar Commission to
support the scheme.

Rev. Cash firmly believed in introducing enhanced curricula to meet the education requirements ofthe 4
people and the country. In 1928 he made Tamil a compulsory subject at thg collgge. He also reafllsed
the importance of the Sanskrit language to Tamil students. Based on these views, in 1 925‘he appointed
a Tamil Pundit, Vyakarana Mahopadhyaya V Ramaswami Sarma, to be in charge of Tamil and Sanskrit
studies. The new teacher’s credentials included a high diploma from the Travancore State. However,
lack of support from the parents and the Department of Education led to abandoning Sanskrit. It was

3

reintroduced in the later years.

Rev. Cash recognised that to a country which relies
predominantly on agriculture, a subject like
agriculturally based botany would be of great
value to its development. He introduced botany in
the school curriculum and appointed Mr S
Gunaratnam, a graduate in botany, to be in charge
of the subject. Mr Gunaratnam’s ability in and
dedication to organising the new department at
the college were commendable. He organised the
Botanical Association at the college and arranged
expeditions to promote the subject. His efforts and
contributions paid off and student V Kandiah won |
the Sir Marcus Fernando All Ceylon Agricultural |

Scholarship. He was the first student from Jaffnato | RS MO ONG 193 __
win this award but declined to accept it. However, the scholarship was awarded to another Centralite
!

V Kulanayagam.

Geography was taught in the college but Rev, Cash
found that its popularity was diminishing among
students. He recognised the importance of
geography to the commercial and industrial
development of Ceylon. He improved the facilities
to promote Geography at JCC and he made it
compulsory for Middle Form students and optional
for Upper Form students. He then appointed Mr J C
Charles, a senior teacher to be in charge of the
Geography Department. The progress of this
department and its achievements won the
encomiums of visiting educationists and of the

]
il
I
d
officials of the Education Department.
GroGRAPHICAL LABORATORY, 193 4.

Rev. Cash'’s new vision for JCC continued. He introduced a Manual Training Department to train the
students in carpentry and handcrafts. He appointed Miss Twynam and Mr Sam Seevaratnam, a trained
teacher who held a City and Guilds Certificate in Woodwork, to be in charge of this new de'partment.
The articles produced by the Manual Training Department were displayed in school exhibitions and

received praise from prominent visitors.
)
¢
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Rev. Cash also recognised the importance of music in the extra-curricular activities of the college. Music
was promoted by Mr William Romaine Cooke but after his retirement it was languishing for lack of
support. At this critical period, Mrs Cash revived the musical activities at JCC. She was an associate of
the Royal College of Music and Licentiate of the London College of Music. She took on the

of music teacher at the college. The Centenary Memorial Edition (1 934) of
Jaffna Central School describes her achievements:

‘She re-organised the college choir and imparted special instructions to a
few talented youths, some of whom reached such a degree of proficiency
as to be able to preside at the College organ during the devotional
exercises of the morning Assembly. Music was also taught for some years
from 1925 onwards as a subject in the lower school.’

Mrs Cash selected students who showed aptitude for music and trained
them for the examinations of the Trinity College of Music, London. The
students successfully passed the Preparatory and Senior Examinations.

The ambitions of Rev. Cash also focused on teaching art at JCC. He
appointed Mr Ponnudurai (First Class Certified Drawing Teacher to be in
charge of the Art Department.

An art class room was allocated to students, which was specially furnished to meet modern
requirements. This enabled students to prepare for examinations conducted by the Royal Drawing
Society, London. The department was well crganised and was one of the special features of JCC such
as other new departments organised by Rev. Cash.

Extensions

The policies of Rev. Cash included extending the existing buildings and constructing a new building for
class rooms and laboratories. In order to construct a new building he persuaded the Home Committee
and secured a grant of Rs 25000. A further amount of Rs 8000 was collected from Old Boys and friends.
The major part of the funds obtained was spent on constructing a two-storey building on the northern
side of the quadrangle of the main school premises. The foundation for the new building was laid on
9th March 1924. The function was presided over by Rev. J A Barker, the Acting Chairman of the North
Ceylon District. The chief speaker on this occasion was Rev. A Lockwood who was the Permanent
Chairman. Special stones to commemorate this occasion were laid by Mrs E T Selby, Rev. A Lockwood,
Mr W D Niles (on behalf of the Old Boys), the Principal Rev. P T Cash, Mrs Cash, Vice Principal Mr J K
Chanmugam (on behalf of the teachers) and the House Masters of the four houses.

The buildings were completed and formally opened on 10th June 1926 by His Excellency, Sir Hugh
Clifford, Governor of Ceylon. The guests taking part in the ceremony included Sir Ambalavanar
Kanagasabai, Mr W Duraiswamy and Rev. A Lockwood.

JCC|JAFFNA
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Reorganisation

The expansion of the curriculum and opening of a
new block of buildings resulted in reorganisation of
class rooms, laboratories and the college library.
The William Paul Botanical Laboratory and the
Romaine Cooke Library were relocated to the
spacious rooms in the upper storey. The remaining
rooms were used for the London Matriculation and
Cambridge Certificate Classes. A room in the new
block was reserved as an office and another room

was allocated to the Principal. ’

e

Tur Linnany, 1934.

The class rooms in the upper storey of the Romaine Assembly Hall were relocated. The upper storey

was converted into the ‘D P Niles Memorial Hall' wherein the Art Room and the Geographical
Laboratory were housed. The room originally allocated as the Romaine Cooke Library was converted

into the Masters’ Reading Room. The newly formed rooms, departments, laboratories and art room .
were well equipped and furnished. The Geography Department was equipped with apparatus, maps, 3
charts, picture albums and included a library. It was also equipped with an epidiascope which was the '
best of its kind in Ceylon at that time. The existing facilities in the college were also upgraded with
additional furniture and equipment.

College Houses

The house system of the college was organised by Rev. Cash in 1923. The college was divided into four
houses and they were named Percival, Romaine, Wilkes and Bullough. These houses were assigned
colours, Percival - purple, Romaine - chocolate, Wilkes - blue and Bullough - gold. The house system
brought the teachers and students together and promoted a healthy competitive environment among
the groups. In 2002 a new house was formed by the then Principal Mr Rasathurai. The new house was
named Lynch House and assigned green as a green as its colour.

Lynch House ‘f\\
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The House Social, Concerts and Annual Inter-heuse campetitions wereand stilf are great oceasions for

the youths to display theirdiverse talents; to dewslop intesests and-enthusiasm and to culivate the
spirit of loyalty. .

Extra-curricular Activities

Rev. Cash was a great believer and promoter of extra-curricular activities and his attention focused on
them as much as on his interests in academic matters. The Scout Movement received his personal
encouragement and support. It further branched out into the formation of a Cubs Pack and Rover Crew
at the college. The Scout Movement earned much recognition for JCC in Ceylon. In 1924 four scouts
were chosen from Jaffna to represent the International Jamboree held in Wembley in London. JCC was
proud to learn that three of the participants were from its own Scout Movement and the fourth
attendee was an Old Boy of our college. A Rover Crew was added to the troops in the thirties. The
scouts participated in the Jaffna Health and Handcrafts Exhibitions and the Art Exhibition in 1931 and
1932. The hand-work exhibits of two scouts, Masters P Rajagopal and N Shanmugarajah, were awarded
medals and certificates in those exhibitions. The former also won the medal for the best handcraft at
the All-Ceylon Students’ Art and Handcraft Exhibition. During this period Master S Kandiah was the
only representative selected from North Ceylon to attend the International Jamboree held at Budapest.

In 1923 a Tamil Literary Society named Tamil Kalagam was inaugurated, which worked along the lines
of English Society. It met fortnightly and promoted elocution and writing skills among Tamil students.
The English and Tamil Literary Society were merged in 1929 into a single association called the
Literary, Scientific and Debating Society. All the committee members including the chairman were
students and two teacher Vice-presidents guided and supervised them.

In the same year a Temperance League was formed to educate students and the public against
alcoholic drinks. This league was guided by the eminent Head Master Mr J Chanmukam. The league’s
promotional work was very effective resulting in the closure of all liquor shops and taverns in the Jaffna
District.

In 1923 the YMCA of the college was affiliated with the Christian Movement of Ceylon, India and
Burma. [t was involved in Bible study circles and organised fortnightly meetings and evangelistic
campaigns to the neighbouring islands. Mr and Mrs Cash conducted Sunday Bible classes. The lectures
for other religious groups were conducted at Vannarponnai.

The college also recognised the importance of social services. In 1923 an association named Social
Services League was inaugurated under the responsibility of Mr H E R Goonawardena who was a
teacher at JCC. The league ran a dispensary and distributed free medicine to the sick. This welfare
society also helped prisons and hospitals.

In order to promote intellectual comradeship among the teachers a
Teachers’ Guild was inaugurated in September 1925. Mr S Gunarat-
nam, the first Secretary made this association very popular among
teachers. The activities of the Guild included lectures on educational
topics and social events. The Teachers’ Guild expanded its activities by
accepting teachers from Vembadi Girls' High School in 1928. The
society was renamed Vembadi-Central Teachers’ Guild. In 1930 a
Vembadi Central Recreation Club was formed to promote recreational
activities for the teachers from both schools.

An association called Masters’ Fellowship was inaugurated in 1923.
This association was primarily formed to provide opportunities for

[JAFENA
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the Principal and the teachers to meet and discuss religious topics. Mr S Gunzjr:t?lam l:;]ejcame the_ﬁrst
Secretary of this association and was succeeded by Nr K C Jacob. The Masters ellowship \{uag; ;2\:Ved
in 1934 and Rev. D T Niles, who had been a teacher since 1927, was appointed secretary in . He

was appointed Principal of JCC in 1956.

s an association was formed by the teachers and it was named

r to supply magazines to teacher /as
Uil D R t collected subscriptions and supported them.

Teachers’ Reading Room Association. I

Entertainments including Music and Drama were an integral part of collegg activities. In 1.924 Oriental
and Occidental musical activities were held. The functions in 1926 |r}cluded staging of John
Drinkwater’s ‘Abraham Lincoln’ and some scenes of Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It'.

The college fared well in sports activities. In cricket the college won two ou.t of three tournaments in
1923 and in the following year tied with St John's College for the Champlpnshlp. The coll§ge per-
formed well in athletics and soccer during this period. The performance in c.rlcket was not Sat.lsféctory
for the period 1928 to 1930. From 1930 onwards the performance steadily improved to regain its old
form. In athletics the college performed well in annual competitions and twice missed the first place by
a narrow margin. In football the performance was not remarkable from 1928 to 1930 but JCC per
formed well thereafter. In 1934 we were runners-up for the Championship.

Student Guidance and Performance Improvement

Rev. Cash reformed the method of assessing the pupils. He also made
provision for the supervision of the work of the school by the Principal
and the Vice-Principal enabling them to be in touch with all the
departments and activities of the college. He adopted practical
techniques towards tackling the problems of moral delinquency in the
college. He introduced a committee called ‘Moral Education
Committee’ represented by the Principal, Vice-Principal and senior staff
members which included Mr J C Charles and Rev. C A Smith (he joined
JCC in 1930 and became Principal of Batticaloa Central College in 1934
and JCC in 1945). The formation of this committee was very successful
in guiding students.

Rev. C A Smith

Students and Education

The number of students enrolled in this period was over 400 (411 in 1923 and 416 in 1926) and six
graduate teachers were employed at that time. Our students sat for the London Matriculation,

Camb_ridg.e Junior Certificate, Cambridge Senior Certificate and London Chamber of Commerce
examinations. They gained the highest merits on the peninsula.

The college again enrolled over 400 students during the period 1927 to 1933 and the number of
gfaduate staff was increased to nine. As in previous years the students excelled in education. In 1928
eight students passed the Senior Cambridge Certificate and three obtained honours. In the sa;me ear
twenty studt_ants pass.ed the Junior Cambridge Certificate, twelve students passed tHe Ceylon English
Sch:i}ol Leaving Certificate, one st_uclent passed the Chamber of Commerce Examination, twelve
stt‘u Iints ;were s'..Jccessﬁfl atithe Jun!or London Chamber of Commerce Examination and twelvé passed
the Royal Drawing Society's Examination. The success in €Xaminations continued and in 1933 JCC

obtained the best percentage on Senior Cambri i
nbridge Certificate and two of |
Marcus Fernando All Ceylon Agricultural Scholarship in 1932 and 1933 FU

ik i




Distinguished Visitors

Py

Sir William Manning

The college was given prime attention by visitors and Governors. The
Governor of Ceylon, His Excellency Sir William Manning, visited the
college for the second time on 13th June 1923. In his speech to the
students he encouraged them to not walk along the beaten track and to
enter the already overcrowded professions but to venture into industrial
and agricultural enterprises. He made a note in the College Log Book as
follows: * | was pleased to note that the College is taking up Science as
applied to Agriculture.’ Sir Cecil Clementi, who acted as Governor of
Ceylon, paid a visit to the college on 12th June 1925. He went around the
college and saw the laboratories and classes at work. He was very
impressed and especially appreciated the work of the Manual Training
Department and the Social Service League. He wrote the following in the

College Log Book. The School reflects great credit on the staff and | wish it all successes. | was
particularly interested to notice the inauguration of Social Service.’

Sir Hugh Clifford

Visit of Mr Gandhi

Mr M H Gandhi

Prize Day

Sir Herbert Stanley

Several new buildings were extended and commissioned during this
expansion era. His Excellency Sir Hugh Clifford visited JCC and declared
open the new extensions on 10th June 1926. He expressed his
appreciation and mentioned in his speech: ‘I visited and inspected the
Central College on June 10th, and was very favourably impressed by all |
saw. | ventured to offer to the Principal and the Staff my congratulations
upon the work which they are all doing in this Institution in the cause of
education. It gave me pleasure to formally open the new Block and the D
P Niles Memorial Hall — excellent and up to-date buildings — forms an
important extension to an institution which has rendered great service to
the people of Jaffna.’

Mr Gandhi toured Ceylon and visited the college on 29th November 1927.
The Principal Rev. Cash was on furlough at that time. Gandhi was
welcomed by the Acting Principal Mr J K Chanmukam and was presented
with a generous purse by the staff and students. At the special request of
Mr J K Chanmukam he delivered an address on ‘The Place of Jesus among
the Great Teachers of the World". His speech was confined to Christianity
and he refrained from discussing politics in the JCC environment.

The college organized a prize day on 21st March 1923 to reward talented
students. The then Government Agent of Jaffna, Mr B Constantine,
presided over the event and Rev. Restarick and Mr W D Niles were the
speakers at the event. On this occasion an exhibition was organised
displaying drawings and paintings from the Art Room and maps, albums,
pictures and charts from the Geographical Laboratory, demonstrations of
experiments in the Physics and Chemistry Laboratory, and biological
specimens and apparatus from the Botanical Laboratory. The exhibition
also included handwork of scouts. The exhibition was very successful and
it reflected the multi-disciplinary educational activities at JCC.
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The prize day was an annual event and held with an exhibition on 3rd 'March 1h930. :;E;c:lcl,?r;g‘ 5,:
Herbert Stanley, Governor of Ceylon went around the colle_ge and viewed the eé i G ;30
work. This was a memorable day and for the first time in the hlstory.of our college ? ovsr - r: MeyEon
presided over the prize distribution. His Excellency was accompam'ed on the pla; |:>rmf 3;1 c!)-e. 15|r : w
Jeyawardena, Puisne Justice of Supreme Court, Hon. Mr K Baia;ngam, Member of the ?Aa ive
Council, Hon. Mr W Doraiswamy, Member of the Legislative Council, Mr J D Brown, Government Agent,

i i istri i kwood, Dr AN
i lliah, Chairman of Jaffna Urban District Council, Rev. A Loc . :
LT R e " ipal of JCC in 1943) Principal . His Excellency

Cumarasamy and Mr J W Arudpragasam (became Princi
said:

The exhibition of School work afforded evidence of the interesting and
intelligent manner in which instruction is imparted and received. | was
specially impressed by what | saw in the Science Department and .the
Geography room. The Scouts and the Cubs showed a very credible
standard of keenness and efficiency. | am confident that movement is
now firmly established and that it will prove a highly beneficial element in
the life of the school. |, congratulate Mr Cash and his staff on their good
work and on the success which is attending.’

Mr J W Arudpragasam
Achievements of Old Boys

During the era of Rev. Cash several Old Boys too brought honour to out Alma Mater. Numerous Old
Boys performed exceptionally well but only a few are mentioned in this article. It was noteworthy that
Mr W D Niles and Mr M A Arulanandam were appointed District Judges. Mr Niles later become
Commissioner of Requests, Colombo.

At the Ceylon Medical College Mr S C Thurairajah and Mr Earnest T Samuel secured the Joseph Bhoy
Scholarship in 1922 and 1924 respectively. Mr Samuel brought fame to JCC by winning a Gold Medal
for proficiency in anatomy. Four Centralites obtained First Division in a Licentiate Degree in Medicine.
Mr Nadartajah and Mr Thurairajah were awarded the Rockfeller Scolarship to America for a course of
study and training in Public Health. Dr Gunam Cooke obtained an MD (London) specialising in
Midwifery and Gynaecology.

From 1923 to 1926 three won scholarships to Ceylon University College.
The prominent physicist Mr A W R Mylvaganam was one of them and he
won it in 1924. Four out of six students who passed the BSc (London)
degree in 1922 were Centralites. Mr J W Dharmarajah was the first student
to pass the MA (London) from the Ceylon centre. During this period eight
Centralites obtained a BSc (London). They included Mr A E Tamber, who
joined JCC as Teacher in 1927 and became the Principal of JCC in 1962.

Centralites also performed well in engineering. Mr K Kanthapoo and Mr K
Paramoo obtained Engineering Scholarships in Kuala Lumpur. Mr J V
Chelliah who was a Centralite, was appointed Vice Principal of Jaffna
College. Mr S Sivapathasundaram was appointed Principal of Victoria
College, Chullipuram in 1923 and remained as Principal until 1933.

Mr A E Tamber

Al Jee .




Of the five who passed the Civil Service Examination held in Ceylon in 1922, three were Centralites. Si
out of the ten members in the first Urban District Council in Jaffna (1921 - 1024) were Old BOYSiofst(lix

Three out of the five constituencies of the Northern Provi
e ince el
Reformed Legislative Council. elected Old Boys of JCC to the

Dr Samuel returned to Ceylon after obtaining British qualifications and was appointed House Surgeon
of the Jaffna Hospital. About ten doctors also obtained British quali i

jualifications and were e i
Medical Department. mployed in the

in the Ceylon Civil Service Centralites excelled and they held prominent positions. Mr Kanthiah
Vaithianathan was appointed Secretary to the Ministry of Home Affairs. Mr C Sittampalam was
appointed Assistant Government Agent, Eastern Province and Mr J N Arumugam assumed duty as
Assistant Government Agent, Anuradhapura. There were further new appointments in the Audit
Department, Tax Department, Survey Department, State Council and Police.

Mr A Kandiah obtained the Doctorate in Science of the London University and was appointed
Lecturer, Ceylon University College, in 1933. He became Professor of Chemistry in 1934. Mr A W R
Mylvaganam was appointed Lecturer in Physics in 1932 and became Professor of Physics in the forties
at Colombo University. Mr J V Appapillai passed the BSc (London) Examination. He was appointed
Professor pf Physics in the fifties at University of Peradeniya.

Prof A Kandiah Prof V Appapillai Prof A W R Mailvaganam

In the public sector Mr Nevile Selvadurai was clected as Member of the State Council in 1934. Mr RR
Nalliah was twice elected Chirman of the Jaffna Urban District Council. Mr S Rajaratnam became
Manager of Schools of the Hindu Board for the Promotion of Education. Mr V Ramalingam became
secretary of the Hindu College Board of Management, the Jaffna Association, the Jaffna United Club,

the Jaffna Public Library and the Law Library.
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Students Accommodation

In order to help hostel students Rev. Cash built a new two-storey hostel to accommodate over one
hundred of them. The work commenced in August 1929 and the stone-laying ceremony was helvd in
1930. The ceremony was presided over by Mr J D Brown, then Government Agent of Northern Province
and the stones were laid by Rev. and Mrs A Lockwood, Dr A N Cumaraswamy, staff and several other

distinguished members associated with the welfare
of the College. The building was completed in 1931.
The new block named 'Rigg Hall' in addition to the
existing ‘Rigg Hall’ included sick-room, kitchen and
accommodation for resident masters.

The opening ceremony presided over by Mr E T | &
Dyson, the Government Agent of the Northern
Province. Dr S C Paul, one of the distinguished Old
Boys declared the hostel open. The cost of the
building was Rs 30000. A major proportion of the
cost amounting to Rs 26000 was collected through
the Home Committee by Rev. Cash. Funds were also
obtained from other sources to renovate and extend
the other buildings. The ‘Hope Cottage’, the old parsonage was also purchased with a view of
converting it into a hostel for the smaller children. The Principal graciously loaned a sum of Rs 8000
towards meeting the deficit.

"Ricec Hamr®™ Hostn, 1934.

Old Boys Association Malaysia

The year 1932 marked the founding of the first overseas OBA in Malaysia. The secretary of the Parent
Association Mr Sam Seevaratnam was invited as the chief guest for the inauguration function held in
the Great Eastern Hotel in Kuala Lumpur. On this special occasion Mr A Thambirajah was elected
President and Mr A E Dutton was elected Secretary of the OBA, Malaysia.

Rev. Cash's Contributions and Achievements

Rev. Percy Cash made his mark in JCC history. During his period as Principal JCC excelled in education,
sports and other extra-curricular activities. He was a philosopher, poet, scholar, educationist and an
excellent administrator. Rev. Cash’s academic credentials and experience in educational matters were
assets to our college. He was responsible for widening the curriculum and constructing new hostel and
college buildings to meet demands and to impart knowledge to our students. He made his mark by

setting standards for education in Ceylon and elevating the position of our Alma Mater as a leading
educational institution in Ceylon.

Rev. Cash composed our college song and chorus and Mrs Cash compos i
ed th
the chorus (Ref. College Magazine, 2001). g g

Rev. Cash retired in 1939 but his staff acquired his vision for our College. The past Principals Mr J W
Arudpraqasam, Rev. C A Smith, Rev. Dr D T Niles and Mr A E Tamber were teachers undp hi d
they carried the mantle successfully for over twenty five years. Rev, Cash’s o o IC

were passed to other successive Principals of JCC and they too pr.omolted t
our Alma Mater. The great scholar's and his wife's immense contributions

i t
history of JCC and are always recognised and remembered by the Centrali e apet

tes and teachers.
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Our College Crest and College Song
b

Y
Ponniah Manokeran B.Sc (Lond): Pst.Gr.Dip.Cell.Chem.; Mem.Am.Inst.Chem.Eng. (USA)
Old boy and teacher of Jaffna Central College

The birth of the twentieth century heralded the dawn of a new era in
the history of Jaffna Central College. Though it became a college earlier,
it attained maturity and stability at this time, due to the yeoman
services of the heads of the Institution. It was at this time, that it gained
an identity of its own by having a crest and a college song.

The crest to an educational institution is its emblem, its identification
mark, like a national emblem of a country, or a trademark of a product.
It has a meaning and purpose. Our college crest has on its uppermost
arch the name JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE and at its bottom most arch
the college motto “ IN GLORIAM DEE OPTIMI MAXIMI”, which means
that in glorification God is the optimum highest. In other words God is
glorified as the most high. This is the motto of our college, and this
maxim is acceptable to all irrespective of cast, creed, colour or nationality. At the center,
there is the rising sun, which signifies the dawn of enlightenment and wisdom. Education is a
means to achieve this goal. Below this, is the center of the crest where you find a musical
instrument and a key by the side. Musical instrument indicates that music is a part of
education. Music is a divine gift to mankind, and had played a vital role in the progress of
civilization. Music “tames the brute”, and therefore it forms a component in the training of the
young to be good citizens of their country.

Mr P Manoharan

The key indicates the key to wisdom. Education is a key to wisdom, and our college had played
a significant role in the field of education for nearly two centuries. The key well represents as a
symbol in the crest of the college as a key to education.

Apart from the above symbols in our college crest, the choice of college colours had been
wisely and meticulously chosen. The blue colour is the colour of the sky, and ch.ocola'fe brown
is the colour of the Jaffna soil. These colours are natural, eternal and are appropriately included

in our prestigious crest.
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d wisdom has gone into the composing of our college song. If one would critically
wisdo

g Tyt eaning of value and wisdom.

analyze its contents one would find profound m

| wish to elucidate it briefly, and therefore | shall divide the song into quartets to facilitate its
wi v

explanation

Wet the ground and Wind opposing,
Just ten minutes, yet to play,

Play up Central! No reposing

On the gains of yesterday

i : i Even under trying conditions of wet grounds,
begins with the concept of playing a game. :
z:.;é;:g weigds or in short of time, let us not be complacent of our past gains, but play the game to

the best of our ability, not caring of victory or defeat.

Now is the time for combined action
Pass the ball from Man to Man.
Never selfish play nor faction
Proved worth, since sports began.

The above quartet explains the need of team spirit. Selfish play or factional motives, not only proved
unworthy in sports, but also detrimental in all life’s activities. A spirit of co-operation and co-ordination
is vital for success in all our endeavors of our mundane lives.

On the field of life, when striving
Keep your honour, true and bright.
Play up central! Ever thriving

On the fruits of grace and light

This quartet begins with a maxim “ Keep your honour, true and bright”, when striving on the “ Field of
Life” When in difficult circumstances, or otherwise, we should always maintain our integrity, loyalty and
dignity. May central ever be prosperous by divine grace and enlightened wisdom. Play up central!

For your comrades of the old days
Scattered far though they may be,

For your school, and for her true praise
Live in service, glad and free.

This is a plea to us Old students distributed all over the globe. We are requested to do our best, happily
and liberally, to our school, so that she may ever shine in high esteem and be ever praised.

Central rally! For the school then

Take the field with one accord.

Keep your courage, cool and clean then,
Central flag must never be lowered.

TI-_|is isa“ Clarion Call” to all centralites, and aptly the chorus of the
with one accord, courageously, cool

Its esteem is never to be lowered.

: College song. We are all called to act
ly and determined to see that Central always flies its flag Top Mast.

The first stanza of the college song is about encoura

: : ing to pl ot
caring for victory or loss, Also it emphasizes the need e 19 ame Biay ap Cerba

of team spirit,
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In the second stanza some morals are mentioned and there is a request to all old students to preserve
the good name of Central and serve for its praise.

In both verses Play up Centrall is a vital maxim. Let us play for central. The chorus calls all centralites to
rally around, for the school to see that the reputation of our great institution is ever upheld, most
importantly our college crest and our college song is not prejudicial to any cast, creed, nationality or
sect. They are completely neutral, and have survived for nearly two centuries now, and it has the
potential to survive for many more centuries in the future.

To some of us, who have spent our formative and adolescent years in Jaffna Central College, she is
undoubtedly our Alma Mater, our foster mother. She has fostered us to achieve our life goals to the
best of our ability. Therefore we owe our love, loyalty and devotion to this great institution, and one
way is to reverend respect our college flag and the college song.

The college flag has the college crest and its colors, as such, it is the identify of our college. What the
national flag is to a country, so is the college flag to its college, and it should be treated with respect
and dignity. Similarly the college song is similar like the national anthem of a country. Therefore, |
believe that all centralites should pay reverence and dignify same by standing up when and where our
college song is sung. In conclusion, | wish to say that there is no better school of character and
personality than a college life, which closely resembles to real life, with the array of virtues, passions,
plans, counter plans, frailties, and difficulties. Many of us who have spent long years in Central bear
witness to this fact. Let us all rally around to serve Central and see that its flag is never lowered in the
years to come.

Play up Central!
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A school with a great history
i iraraj | College, 1951-1959)
K. Theivendirarajah (Old boy, Jaffna Centra !
Fc?r:ner Professor of Ijs‘otany, University of Jaffna, SriLanka(1978-1991)

It gives me great pleasure in writing this article for the magazine. to
commemorate the one hundred and ninety five years of Fhe fo:.fndqng
of Jaffna Central College in Jaffna, SriLanka. Let me reminisce with the
readers the glory of Jaffna Central College

Central College was the leading school in Jaffna for more than fifty
years in the 20th century. Many of the high school stu@ents aftgr th_eir
college graduation continued their studies and obtained University
degrees in medicine, science, arts, law and other fields. The prominent
medical doctors, University Professors, leading lawyers, barristers,
teachers and legislative councilors of that period were central old boys.
It is interesting to note that three out of the five constituencies
(ridings- in Canada) of the Northern Province, returned Old Boys of
Dr. K. Theivendirarajah Central to the second Reformed Legislative Council in 1924.

When the education system spread out from the heart of Jaffna, the capital of the north, to the
surrounding regions, graduates who were old boys of Central College took up the important role as
teachers and principals of the schools that sprung up in those regions. The premier Hindu school in
Jaffna, which later became one of the leading schools in the north was steered from the beginning by
the brilliant educators of that time who were old boys of Jaffna Central College, namely Nevin
Selvadurai Esqr, B.A, JP, MBE, Principal Jaffna Hindu College (1891-1909), (1914-1925);
A.Coomaraswamy, Esqr..M.A (London), Dip Edu., Bar-at Law, Principal Jaffna Hindu College (1933-
1952); and V.M Asaipillai, B.Sc Eng. (London), all island scholar in 1933 was Principal Hindu College
(1953-1961).

Mr.JV. Chelliah, MA,, was another distinguished old boy who in 1923 was appointed as the first Sri
Lankan Vice-Principal of Jaffna College, the oldest Missionary Educational Institution in Sri
Lanka.Mr.S.Shivapathasundram, B.A., as Principal of Victoria School from 1924 to 1933 built the school
, which later became one of the two Government Schools in the North. All others were Christian
missionary or Hindu Private Schools. MrV. Muthukumaru, Esqr. M.A., was another distinguished
educationalist who became the founding Principal of Skanda Varodya College, Chunnakam.Like them
there were many more old boys of Central College made great contributions to the uplifting of the
education in the north of Sri Lanka.

Mr.N.K.Shanmuganathapillai,B.Sc., Dip. Edu., a distinguished old of Central and the Principal of Central
from 1990 to 1996 together with the late Mr.K.Rasathurai,B.Ed, B.A., M.A(Ed), Principal of Central from
1996 to 2005, steered the school through a difficult and a volatile period in the history of modern
Jaffna. During this period of history most of the buildings were destroyed due to the ethnic war. It was

Mr.K.Rasathurai during his tenure as principal played a pivotal role in rebuilding the school with funds
from the Government of Sri Lanka.

Jaffna Central old boys must be proud, that central college was probably the first in Jaffna to have an
old boy's association. The inaugural meeting of the old boys association was held on the 25th of
Dgcernber (Christmas day) 1906 in the college hall presided over by the late Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes, B.A.
Principal Central College (Ex-officio). The Vice Presidents and other committee me:mbe.rs‘were a;ll Sid'
boys of the school. Some of the illustrious old boys in the first committee of 1906 were Dr.S.C.Paul,
FRCS., {lEng}, MD, the first surgeon of general hospital Colombo (retired in 1933), Nevin
E;?\;iciulreal,_Eisqtr’., MBE {Melr(r;t;;r of the British Empire), Hon.W.Duraiswamy Esqr., B.A, advocate, r%wember
gislative counci 1-1930), speaker of the State Council, M i of Hi ’
Hon.Mr.A.Sabapathy,Member of the legislative Council(1918-1921 ],Editzfr‘?}gf]Eri:cjuHél:g:n%ffliI:?—?gﬁ
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Mr.A.Sabapath.y was also the President of the Jaffna Association (the oldest political association in
Jaffna at that time).

Another milestone in the history of our illustrious school was the organization of the sports activities of
the college. The traditional games of the students in the olden days were Nondi, Killlithaddu and Padi
Oddam . In 1881, the Rev.Mr.Webster, who was the Principal at the time introduced cricket for the first
time into Jaffna. A school with 195 years of education, 105 years of old boys' association and 130 years

of cricket, not many schools in the world have that fortune and this distinction and glory was
something to be cherished.

A college with a glorious past must resurge and lead the way in providing youths with a well-rounded
education and to promote excellence in academic studies. Such youths will be needed in the
rebuilding process of the region, which for nearly three decades has been destroyed by the ethnic
strife. Let there be peace, nothing meaningful can be achieved without a stable, genuine peace with a
love for human compassion. We must cultivate in the minds of youth, human compassion and love for
fellow humans , to respect the feelings and emotions of others through proper moral and scientific
education.

The old boys of Jaffna Central living in Canada and in other countries must continue with their support
and help to the school, to rebuild and develop the school into a strong educational institution in the
heart of Jaffna.

“Central flag must never be lowered”
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The first historic committee of

Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association in 1906

Vice-Presidents:

Treasurer:

Committee:

Rev, W.M.P.Wilkes, B.A., Principal. Jaffisa Central College (Ex-officio)

The Hon. Mr. Joseph Grenier, Acting Pusine Justice of the
Supreme Court of Ceylon,

R.H.Leembruggen, Esqr., Retined Chicf Inspector of Schools
AMylvaganam, Esqr., J.P, U.PM. of Copay

De.S.C.Paul, ERCS.,.M.D

Nevin Sevadurai, Esqr., B.A., Principal, Jafjia Hindu College.
Rev.R.M . Sethukavalar, M.A.

M.A Arulanandam, Esr., B.A., Advacole.
L.P.Spencer, Esqr., B.A., Jafina Central College Staff.

Rev.).T. Appapillai.
K.C Kathirgamar, Esqr.

R. Kandiah, Esqr., Secretary, .C., Jaflna.
AMeGC.Tampoe, Esqr., /.CS.

C. Mudaliar Muttiah, Esqr., Merchant,

J.K. Chanmugam, Esqr., B.A.. L.T.. Head Musier, Jaffna Central College.
W.Duraisamy, Esqr., B.A., Advocaie,

A Sabapathy, Esqr., Editar. “Hindu Organ™.
GN.H.Tampoc, Esqr., Procior; D.C., Jafjine.
C.S.Rajaratnam, Esqr., BA,, Advocare.
V.Kathiravelupillai, Esqr, BA., Procior
K.Chelliah, Esqr., Proctor. D.C.. Colombo.
D.F-Tampoe, Esqr., Broker, Colombo.

WA Walton, Esqr,, B.A.

M.Abdul Cader, Esqr., B.A., Advocaic.
Dr.C.Sittambalam, LALS., Kayes.

S. Thambiahpillai, Esqr., Proctor

m&md%mw‘." 50aC -
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Senior Prefect (1 959-1960)

ingam: A
IS THavalng e ed values of prestogious Jcc

A popular prefect who preserv
Mr Thavalingam is the most popular senior prefect of JCC in its history, ’)
His friend call him Thava. He studied at JCC from 1950 to 1960. Thava
started his education at JCC when Rev. C A Smith was the principal and
he retired in 1955. The quality of his leadership and his popularity
among the students and teachers earned him a place as the senior
prefect of the school in 1959 and he continued to hold this position
until he left the school in 1960. During this period he co-ordinated all
activities for staff and students and executed his responsibilities so well
that he gained admiration from all the Centralites, teachers and the

then principal Rev. DT Niles.

SN : : Thava was the captain of the Romaine House and was actively involved
S Thavalingam in setting up a garden club. Above all his passion for journalism

was exemplary and he was elected as the president of the Madiya Deepam magazine, a Tamil
magazine published monthly by the students of JCC with support from teachers. He performed

extremely well in promoting journalism among students.

-

S

One: of the unforgettable events of his
against our rivals St John'’s college b
pla;{ers and with the support from
tactics complemented the good ca

. :icdr::’];’-lg:ys W}?’S when he Ie.d the JCC students to the ‘Big Match’
Lo a white horse. This incident raised the morale among

 Cheering party of students allowed JCC to win the match. His
Ptaincy of the then captain M Seevaratnam.
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Thava's brother S Sunthaaralingam was the vice captain of the team and he took the prize wicket of
Shanmugarajah who was one of the best players of the St John's College team. When he was out, the
match turned in favour of JCC.

After leaving JCC Thava joined the police force as a sub-inspector and his loyalty, dedication and
discipline earned him a position as senior superintendent of the police. He participated in JCC welfare
activities and served at the OBA, Jaffna, as president.

The Centralites and teachers remember him well and appreciate his immense contribution to JCC.

Prof R K Guganesharajah

37 JCC ch:::m, COLLEGE

e e T




R Santhagunanathan: Senior Prefect (1964-1966)
A perfect prefect of pupils and an outstanding athlete.

i

R Shanthakunanathan

Santhagunanathan studied at JCC from 1961 to 1966. Within a short
period of joining JCC he showed his athletic talents and became the
captain of the JCC athletic team in 1962. Under his leadership JCC
excelled in athletics and won the Outstation School cup in 1961 and
the Public School cup in 1962. In 1961 and 1962 he was the champion
of the JSSA athletic events and became first in triple jump, 100 m and
200 m events. His manners, leadership and popularity among students
earned him a place as a member of the JCC prefects.

His talents were recognised by the then principal of the JCC, Mr A E
Tamber, and the teachers and he was appointed as the senior prefect in
1966. He continued in this position until he left the school in 1967

1966 JCC BOARD OF PREFECTS

‘
’
2
4

Seated (L-R)
Standing 1st Row (L-R)

Standing 2nd

L3
-l

L. Santhagunanathan,

. Hlupillai, A, Patkunarajah
Thayalaseelan, Shanmugavel, D. Ganashakumar
sithamparanathan, Mahendrayogam, Selvaratnam, Sittampalam
Vv TC1A « O \fir = ¥
/ eswaran, R. Vignarajah, S. Shanmugalingam, T. Nadarajah

Jr-tl [ } .I"|,

After leavin i '

sl gégrcéehienfglﬁwed an engineering course in India and then went to the United Kingdom. He

ik Austg‘;gineen‘ng in the U‘K and then migrated to Australia. He now works for the

e e ia a‘nd is |nv0!ved in railway projects. Shanthakunanathan is a good friend
€ opportunity to be his deputy when he was the senior prefectin 1 966g

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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MEETING POINT AT KIOSK

® Ethirveera Singam

Petti Kadai located at the corner of the College Sports Ground.
A Favourite place for the Jaffna Central College Staffand Students to drink a cup of Tea, Eat and

Relax.

KNOWLEDGE ENHANCEMENT

JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY ROMAINE HALL

©® OBAUK © OBA UK

Jaffna Public Library and Romaine Hall adjoining our Sports Ground, They are the Knowledge

Centre for Jaffna Central College Students.
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Jaffna Central College - The Oldest Permanent School in Northern Sri Lanka
K. Manickavasagar-Retired Librarian

Edu'ca.tion in Jaffna owes its obligation and debt to protestant
Christianity. It is history that the Portuguese Missionaries were the first
European religious agents to bring Christianity to Ceylon. In a Greek
chronicle, it has been mentioned about the presence of a Persian
Christian community during the 6th century. However, they were

Ns;:torians, according to the Etymologist, Fr. S. Gnanapragasam of
Jaffna.

Portugal, with its 800 km coastline, has always been a seafaring nation.
As late as mid - 1900, they continued to live in small fishing villages and
97% of them were Roman Catholic Christians. Although it is said that
Portuguese landed in Ceylon in 1505, regular mission work began by
the Franciscan Friars only in 1543, that too on the invitation of

Buvanegabahu, the King of Kotte. The work of the Catholic Mission was primarily directed towards
conversion of non-Christians.

K. Manickavasagar

Christianity in the Kingdom of Jaffna

Roman Catholic historians maintain that Franciscan Missionaries evangelised the Northern districts of
the island as early as 1520, but they did not have a smooth sailing due to the opposition of King
Segarasasekar, who was known as Sangili Mannan and ruled the Kingdom of Jaffna from 1519 to 1561.
Later, however they managed to have their way in their territories.

Three factors contributed to this development: Acceptance of the Catholic Mission by the people of
lower caste, conversion was seen as a means of gaining the denied social status, facilities and monetary
benefits, and above all the Portuguese arrived, but once their venture was over, instead of returning to
their country, they married Ceylonese, had families and practiced the Roman Catholic religion here
itself; and partly because the economy of the Portugal could not sustain them in their country.

The primary objective of the Roman Catholic Mission was to convert the people to their religion.
Schools were absolutely auxiliary to their cause. Hence, the regular documentation of the Catholic
schools is rarely available. It was only after 115 years of Mission work by the Portuguese in Ceylon,
certain areas in the Maritime Provinces were able to come under the influence of Catholicism. Also,
fishing, similar to the Portuguese, was the industry of the people of the Maritime Provinces.

Portuguese rule in Ceylon was limited in area and duration. In area, the rule limited to Kotte and Jaffna
kingdoms; and in time, it was for about sixty years for Kotte and just under forty years for Jaffna.
However, Portuguese involvement in the affairs of Ceylon was not limited to South-West littoral; it
stretched to the Kandian Kingdom and to the Tamil Kingdom.

Their interest in the Tamil areas in the north of the island stemmed from two considerations. Firstly, the
Jaffna peninsula was strategically important in securing control of the seaborne traffic from the
Malabar Coast to Ceylon and secondly, there was the pearl fishery. The Portuguese intrusion in thg
affairs of the Jaffna Kingdom began in the 1540s as a part of the process of extending Roman Catholic
missionary activity in the island. The missionaries had crossed over from South India and by 1544 had
made heavy inroads, especially among the fisher folk of Mannar and Jaffna. Very soon, Portuguese
influence over the affairs of the Jaffna Kingdom was solidly established and they were even able to levy
tribute from the ruler.
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Expansion of the Portuguese

a Il and the Dutch were conducted over a long period, but were

Both sides hoped to use the other for their own ends. For Rajasinha,

of the Portuguese, and he was willing to pay a heavy price f9r this.
s in the cinnamon trade which they desired to

Negotiations between Rajasinh
successfully concluded in 1638.
the sole objective was the expulsion
On the other hand, the primary interest of the Dutch wa
control and if possible monopolise.

The expansion of the Dutch and the conquest of Ceylon in 1602 was a great ob_ﬂat;le to practice and
spread of the Catholic Mission. This was partly due to the fact that thE{ Du-tch maintained an attltud‘e of
rivalry towards the Catholics and had its origin in their own countries in Europe. Due to the bitter
experiences of the Spanish Catholic rule in their country, the Dutch wanted to oust the Portuguese and

take necessary steps to wipe out Catholicism completely form Ceylon.

Here in Ceylon, in 1638, the Kandyan Sinhalese ruler King Rajasinghe Il sought the_e_&ssistance of the
Portuguese rivals, the Dutch, and the Kandyan King was pleased to accept the m1||tary help of “(he
Dutch to wipe out the Portuguese. The treaty between Rajasinha Il and the Dutch came mFo effectim-
mediately, and almost at once it led to misunderstandings and bickering between the allies. In 1639,
Trincomallee and Batticaloa were captured from the Portuguese and handed over back to the
Kandyans. But, when the ports of Galle and Negombo were taken in 1640, the Dutch retained them
under their control on the grounds that the Kandyan ruler had not paid them the expense incurred in
these expeditions. When hostilities between the Dutch and the Portuguese resumed in 1652,
Rajasinha returned to support the Dutch. This was the final phase in the expulsion of Portuguese.

Ousting of the Portuguese began and Batticaloa was the first captured by the Dutch from the
Portuguese in 1638. This was followed by the capture of Trinco in 1639 and Negombo and Galle in
1640. In May 1656, the Potuguese port of Colombo surrendered after along and heroic resistance. Yet,
it took the Dutch two more years to eliminate the Portuguese presence from the island. Capture of
Jaffna, the last Portuguese strong hold in the island, in 1658 gave the final finishing stroke. With this,
Portuguese rule in the maritime provinces of Ceylon came to an end.One striking feature of Portuguese
activities in Asia and Africa was that they did not aim at territorial conquest so much as the control of
commerce by subduing the domination, by means of naval power, the strategic points through which
it passed. At no stage they did establish dominance over the politics of South Asia. What they did was
to use their sea power and superior technology at points of weakness or where the sharp divisions and
thus, they attained an influence out of all proportion to their real strength.

Protestant Christianity - The Dutch

In the first few decades of the VOC's administration in Ceylon littoral, the Dutch Reformed Church
having supplanted the Roman Catholic Church in the role of the established religion, embarked
enthusiastically on a policy of hostility to Roman Catholicism. Roman Catholic worship was now
prohibited by law with severe penalties for breach. Priests were forbidden entry to the island and all
Roman Catholic churches were taken over and converted into chapels.

To facilitate.and effective administration, the Dutch divided the area under their rule into three
cx_:hm.mandarles. The country of Jaffna was divided into three provinces and each subdivided into five
districts. tﬂlthough the primary motive of the Dutch VOC was material benefits by trade and commerce
propagation of the Dutch Reformed Church and the settling of their people in their colonies were alsr;
given adfequate priority. The introduction of the modified Roman Dutch Law is the significant
contribution of the Dutch, and for uniformity and judgement on standard norms the Dutch compiled
the 'rul.es ?nd customs of the Tamils called Thesavalamai. Education was also targeted tov:‘jards
maximisation of benefits to the Company. Dutch ruled an area much smaller than what the

Portuguese had governed in t ;
Mullaithivu. 9 he North, Jaffna peninsula and the coastal areas of Mannar and
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The N:f?;e::eK;lgafﬁr:fc;’faiaf;na wi;h ii.'ts ;apital at Nallur had successfully reasserted its independence
soon akramabahu VI. The new ruler, Pararajasakaram (1478-1519)

. : 5 - was content
with control over the Jaffna peninsula and the neighbouring coastlands, and was not inclined to
challenge the alfthority of Kotte, south of Matota. The Jaffna kingdom by now is small and weak
although it received the allegiance of few chieftains who ruled the Vanni. The Vanni princlpalitie;

e:tendti: from the borders of the Jaffna Kingdom and along the eastern coast to Yala and Panama in
the south.

Protestant Christianity and Education in Jaffna

The introduction of the Western form of education was due to the influence of the Portuguese
Missionaries, among them the Jesuit Fathers who came with the definite purpose of educating the
people as an important means of evangelising them. The Dutch Reformed Church Minister Philip
Baldaeus who worked in the Jaffna peninsula for three and a half years immediately after the expulsion

of the Portuguese from Ceylon, confessed that he himself followed the Jesuit methods in reorganising
schools and churches in Mannar and Jaffna.

When the Dutch took over from the Portuguese, they continued not only the proselytization work but
also improved the pattern of education started by the Portuguese. They improved the education and
increased the number of schools by establishing them near their churches.

The steps taken by the very energetic and untiring General Adrian Van Rheede brought in many
favourable consequences to the DRC. Thus two seminaries were established, one in Jaffna in 1690 and
the other in Colombo for higher education.

Foot Notes
Acknowledgement: The forgoing script has been based, inter alia, on the writings of Dr. K. M De Silva
and Fr. Gnanamuthu Victor Pilendran

The British and American Protestant Christianity and Education of the Era
The former Dutch possessions in Ceylon were finally ceded to the British at the Peace of Amiens in
March 1802. The Amiens settlement merely ratified the preliminary peace concluded in London on

1 October 1801.

ENGLISH SCHOOL

British and American English speaking Missionaries started coming during British rule. Dr. Thomas
Coke of the Wesleyan Methodist Mission was earnest to serve God in India and Ceylon. But, the East
India Company stood in the way and obstructed Dr. Coke’s ambitions. In 1802 Ceylon was ceded tothe
British Crown and the Chief Justice in the island Alexander Johnston, having heard of the good work
done by the WMS, sent them an invitation. On the 23rd of 1813 British India als.n openec? its gates for
the Gospel. After the preliminaries, a band of six missionaries set sail to Ceylon in two ships. They left
the shores of England on 29th December 1814 but, it was the will of God that the spirits of Mrs. Ault and
Dr. Coke rest with Him and the rest to continue their mission.

The ships reached Welligama, near Galle on the 29th of June 1814, which day thereafter became as the
Methodist Day in Sri Lanka. Sir Robert Brownrigg, the Governor oflCe.ylon extended welcome and
suggested that they should open English schools in some of the principal places tp serve both as a
method of teaching the people of the land, and also as a means of learning their language. The
Governor also offered 50 Rix dollars per month to each school and suggested Jaffna, Mannar,

Batticaloa, Galle and Matara as the locations for schools.
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mselves for the selection of the location and
_O” the 1 = _OfJUIY 18}1 ?258 { mnit:ngde ?eii:."lr"::r:;i%g:ince were selected for Jaffn.a. They left Galle
its Missionaries. Rr_-v. aoceedzd to Colombo, thanked the Governor, and stayed with R?V_ and Mrs,
on lthe 14th :f er}g ::rr‘ their way to Jaffna, starting their journey on August 1st, tra\{elhng through
Irl\;las:ztso:ngr}ungles and reached Jaffna on the 10th of August 1814. The sub collector in Jaffna James

N Mooyart received them and was their host.

that of their immediate successors describe the situation of Jaffna of the time,
y The most repeated references are to the Dutch and
i i isti leus. However, they were mostly illiterate and in

habitants, who formed Christian nuc tF :
Porrt‘ugwuaegj :;n—(:hristians- to the remnants of the indigenous Christian con’lmgmty unc!er} thg Dutch,
$2oywer: mostly baptised Hindus. The indigenous population itself was with its cast distinction and

idol worship.

Their letters as well a ‘
after Portuguese and Dutch occupation.

Rev. Christian David, a Tamil preacher and Colonial Chaplain of Jaffna al§o visited therq anc! offered his
help. Although Lynch and Squance proposed to open schools fortthth, there was inevitable delay
due to the want of a suitable building large enough to serve as th_e F!welllng house and as a school. By
then Rev. Ault had died in Batticaloa and the next most senior missionary Rev. James Lynch had to be

in the position of Chairman of the whole Ceylon District.

OWNER SHIP OF THE COLLEGE

Page Il of the College history: Jaffna Central College - Centenary Memorial Edition Records:

On the 1st August 1816, the old Orphan House and Lutheran Church opposite to the Esplanade were
purchased by James Lynch from the Government for a sum of 646 Rix Dollars. It was the first property
acquired by the Mission in Jaffna and marked the beginning of a new phase.

In fact, the transaction was made months earlier than that. Yet, since the College history book records
that the College property was purchased on the 1st of August 1816. It is fair and scholarly to accept it
as the date of ownership of the College. The fact is that the deed of the purchase was signed on this
date in Colombo.

JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE WAS FOUNDED IN 1815

Rev. James Lynch speaks:

Extract of a letter from Mr. Lynch to the Secretary of the Methodist Missionary Committee.

Jaffna patam, August 17, 1815....

.| have also made a purchase of a place, in one of the most airy and healthy situations, and ina central
place. The purchase money is 505 rix-dollars or £40 sterling.

| have more than 60 boys, most of whom are heathens, learning English; and several of them, who have

;ot renounced heathenism, read the New Testament, both in English and Malabar, with the Christian
oys.

Extract of a letter from Mr. Lynch, to the missionary committee:
J;;Jf;n;, C[;eyllon, Nov 15, 181 5 | have lately made a purchase of a tolerably large house and garden for
ix Dollars. The house is 90 feet long and 20 broad, and the ground behind the house is more than

The Governor Sir Brownrigg speaks:
As a subject that will be int i i
(i Soéiew' interesting to you, | take the liberty to forward the last Annual Report of our

Kings House, Colombo
Robert Brownrigg

43 JCC ;F_I"‘R’:\L couE




At Jaffna, the care of the government h e

/ : as provided ill m i i

il iy s el i a 5sltlllEl or?slliberal‘establlshment 70 boys are
nstructed daily by the Rev. James Lynch, one of the We eyan Missionaries...

in short Jaffna Central College is the
: Oldest, Perman
Portuguese Kingdo $ ent School founded i
namegc}i s Vt?eslga?-.f éi:ﬁ?h étcr\:\:)aosl fiau1n;e7d as an English School by Re\lfr.]Jtahr:eer:nE:\ ti:elgzes-
. . , re- +
Percival in 1834 and upgraded as Jaffna Central Coel‘tggagniid1 gsé ;affna Central School by Rev. Dr. Peter
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Report Of The Committee App
o Of Jaffna Central College

Old Boy's Association

ointed By The

To Determine The Date Of The Founding Of Jaffna Centjral College
The Comumittee comprises of Mr. K Kathiravelupillai, District Iudgu C.hammn:
Mermbers Dr. K Sittanpalam. M.A., Ph.D., Head : Dept. of History, University of Jaffna and
Dr. Rev. AW, Jehanesan, B.D., Minister Methodist Church, Jaftna.

1993-01-05  EXTRACTS: -

The Executive Committee of the Old Boys' Association of

Jaffna Ceatral College, appointed us to determine the

DATE OF THE FOUNDING OF THE COLLEGE from

those connected with Jaffna Central College and, they

received written submissions from three people, namely;

1. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah, M.A., (Hull), B.D. (Seram),

President: Methodist Church of Sri Lanka, Colombo.

2. Dr.A. Sinnathamby, B.A. Dip.in-Ed,, M.A. (Ed.), Ph-D (
,Formerly Education Officer.

f.d] Mr. X. Manickavasagar, Librarian, Jaffna Ceniral

College, Jaffna.

The Old Boys' Association tendered the writien
submissions of the above-named three persons for us 10
consider the Date of Founding of the College.

In addition to the written submissions of the above-said
people, the following publications, among many others,
wereused forour guidance.

1. Jaffna Central Coﬂe@e:}ﬁCmuuycMmon‘al Edil‘inncé
1834-1934) published in 1936 by the Commitiee appoint
to write the History of Jaffna Central College.

2. A History of the Methodist Church in Ceylen, 1814~
1964 Edited by Rev. W.I.T. Small.

3. Kankesan Kalvi melar, published by the Principals;
Association of Kankesanthurai Circuitin 1985.

In the absence of any wrtten documents left by the
Founders, the History of a College is normally traced from
the contemporaneous writings, correspondences, and also
related writings of the Old Boys. Fortunately, as far as
Jafina Central College is concerned, we were able 1o go
through the Centenary publication, along with the literature
On the History of the Methodist Mission in Cevion and
cther Missionery Schools in Jaffna.

Rev. Dr. Kingslev Muthiah in his written submission has
stated as follows: “ In 1989 Methodist /central College,
Batticaloa, started by the Methodist Church, celebrated its
175%, Anniversary. In 1991 Newstend Girls' School in
Nogombo, another Methodist School celebrated its 175
Anniversary. While checking our records, we came across
anew fact regarding Jaffna Central College. 1wish to pass
on the information 2s to the Date of the Founding of the
School, which came 10 be known later as Jaffna Centval
CoucgaTh;Rw.ijynchaadmeRcv.mmnas
Squance arrived in Jaffna on 10", August 1814, On arrival

in Jaffna they met Mr. James Mootart, the Sub Collector who
received them gladly and with whom they stayed. The two
Missionaries beagan to study Tamil and were assisted by the
Rev, Christian David, a pious Tamil Preacher who was a
convert of the pioneer Indian Missionary, Christian Schwarts.

According to our records: On August 17, 1816 the Old Orphan
House and the Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade were
purchased from the Government by James Lynch for 2 sum of
646 Rix Dollars, It was the First Property acquired by the
Mission in Jaffna, and provided it with 2 well situated Chapel
and School. ( Small, W I T Ed. A History of the Methodist
Church in Cevion 1814-1964 Wesley Press,Colombo, 1964
P.63 ). The English School which was started in this building
was later named in 1817 a Jaffna Weslevan English School. In
1824 the School which existed at the Esplanade was moved to

the Vembadi Mission House Building.In 1834 the Rev.Peter |

Perceival expanded the school eurriculam and facilities and
renamed the school as * Jaffna Central School ®,

From theserecords you will see that 1", August 1816 isthe date
of the opening of Jaffna Central College,

Dr.A. Sinnathamby, in his short written submission states as
follows: * My research on Jaffna Central College reveals the
fact that Jaffna Central College was founded earlier that 1834,
the fact to be brought out is that Rev. Peter Perceival
reorganised Jaffna Central College and not founded it.

The Wesleyan Missionaries came in 18§14 and in the same year
they founded the Sunday School which became popular
internationally, The modem trend in educational history of
this Institution 1s to bo by the continuity of the tradition of the
Institution from 1814. the Wesleyan Missionaries started

educational activities in Jaffna in 1816 after purchasing the
Old Orphan House. Lynch and Squance began teaching in the
purchasedbuilding itself. Tris the Sunday School which began
by the Methedist Mission, later became Jaffina English School,
and subsequently renamed as * Jaffna Central School . The
Jafina Central School became * Jafina Central Colleze” in due
course.

Mr. K. Manickavasagar, in his thirty three page type written
submission has analyzed various sources to determine the
DATE OF FOUNDING OF JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE.
His work pertaining to the origin of this school is more or less 2
research and cited reliable authorities to determine the date of
founding of this Insititution. FHis has brought out the
drawbacks of the Jaffna Central College ( 1834-1934)

Source: Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association Centenary Magazine: 1906-2006 OBA, Canada
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m‘“ Memorial Edition, published in 1936. In fact,
his submission was guidance for us 10 consider various
authorities, and to determine the date of founding of Jaffna
Central College. In his conclusion he has stated that the
forerunner of, i
The Centenary Memorial
Edition of Jaffna Central College ( 1834-1934), published
in 1936; and the History of Methodist Church in Cevion
(1814-1964) published by the Wesley Press, Colombo are
the most important materials available to us to trace the
founding of Jaffna Central College.

Though the _Cenwnnry memorial Edition of 1936 says
about the period of development between 1834 and 1934, it
coversaperiod anterior toit.

Mr. K. Navaramam,Secretary to the Centenary Memorial
Edition Commuttec In his preface to the Edition states that
this book is divided into three parts. The First part deals
with the amival of the pioneer Missionaries and the
founding of Schools. The period dealt with in this section is
from 1814 to 1833, during which time Central was a mixed
English School catering to the needs of the children of the
Jaffoa Town. The Second part begins with the
reorganization of the school by Rev. Perceival, under the
new name of Jaffna Central School and covers the period
between 1834 and 1869. The Third part deals with
University Affiliation and the development of Collegiate
Education as faras 1934,

It is clear from the Centenary Memorial Edition of Jaffna
Central Collcge that this School was started before 1834
and it was only reorganized the re-named as Jaffna Central
School in 1834 by Rev. Peter Perceival.

The following Four Chapters of the Centenary Memorial
Edition are important for our considerations and
comments.

i The Weslevan pioneers.

ii. Founding of Schools.

i, Wesleyan English School.

iv. The Jaffna Central School...

CONCLUSION AS TO THE DATE OF FOUNDING OF
JAFFNACENTRAL COLLEGE

A. The First Wesleyan Missionaries amived in Ceylon on
the29" Of June 1814,  On their amrival they felt that
they could useeducationasa Medium toachieveit. Thisis
quite evident from their activities Soon after their arrival.
For, they established English Schools in the same year of
therr arrival in Galle, Matara and Batticaloa.

B. At this fime they were also assured of Government
support. This is Known from the letter of the * Good
Christian Brownrigg™ dated 17°. Of August 1814, written
to the Secretary of State. This letter is Quoted in T. Ranjit
Ruberu's book * Education in Colonial Cevlon ( 1962) p.
136 as follows: * When the first batch of four Wesleyan
Misdmmiasmiwdiuthcyearlth,ﬁmwm-iggg_mmed
an allowance of 50 Rix Dollars per month to each prieston

condition that they would in refurn give instruction to the
nauve Headman and their children in the great object no less
imporant to the Govern --ment of acquiring a know ledge of
the English Language ",
This information is also found in the * History of the
Methodist Church in Ceylon™ (p.84) where it s stated that
the Governmient paid small sum 1o the Galle and Matara
Engiish_SchaoIs began in 1814 at Governor Brownrige's
suggestion,
C._Ti_mrefm.nne has to reviews the activities of the Wesleyan
Mfm_omncs in Jaffna agaist the above hackground. These
Missionaries reached Jaffna on the 10".0f August 1814. As
stated in the Centenary  Memorial Edition of Jaffna Central
F:ol]egz.thz twoMissionaries, Lynchand Squance,
immediately on theirarrival toopenup  Schools, Their work
during this period (1814-1816) was largely Preliminary,No
Building had yet been purchased. Services were Conducted in
the Fort Church. Lynch and Squance were leaming Tamil And
a beginning in the way of Christian literatre was made by
Circnlating sermons in Tamil written on Olas. They were
preaching In the Bazaar, conducting a Sunday Schoo] and
converting people.
D. However,on the First of August 1816,the Old Orphan
House and Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade were
purchased by Lynch from
The Government for a sum of 646 Rix Dollars. This was the
First Property acquired by the Mission in Jaffna. E. The
naming of the School and the Date of its Founding are the two
Orher keyissues, which deserve our consideration,

F. With regard to naming: As there is clear evidence for the
naming of The Schools opened by the Wesleyan Mission in
1814 at Galle, Matara
And Batticaloa as English Schools, we are convinced that in
Jafina Too they adopted a similar method by naming their
First Schoolas
“ English School “. G. Regarding the Founding of the
School:the available evidence suggests that the property for
the school and a Chapel was bought on the First of August
1816. the authors of Ceylon and its methodism’ say That the
building was provided with a well sitwated chapel and 2
School ( p.35). Thisis in agreement with the reference found

in

The book titled “Nates in Jaffna™, where the author says that
the Building was converted at a small expense into a small
School and a Chapel (p.8). Spending money for the repairs is
also further

Confirmed by the letter of Harward written in 1 816.
H. Although the evidence cited above confirm the repairs
effected to The newly purchased building, thev do not
mention anywhere Categorically as to when this was done;
before the actual occupation :

Of the building or during the occupation of the building.
Probably, They would have been done at a time when the
School had started Functioning. ;
L. The perusal of the documents oftheWeslcyan.\ﬁ.m.m
Church clearly Shows that the actual founding of the English
School took place on

Source: .lafl:a_c-emal College Old Boys' Association Centenary Magazine: 1806-2006 OBA, Canada
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The date of the purchase of the property on the First of
August1816.  This is also testified to by the leter by
Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah who, being the President of the
MﬂhndktMimimEnSﬂunhlndlhemmafs_qfﬂle
Mission at his disposal. This is In rune with the astivities of
this Mission in other parts of Sri Lanka aswell.

J.As&rus]aﬁnismnmdlhem!ammﬂ:ionofm?p]m
of the Missionaries was delayed for want of a suitable

building ltthcﬁmOImﬂirmiValonlthmlhofAugust
1814 for two years. Nevertheless, the evidence at our
i vouch for the fact that They were doing
mmwmkdmthi:puiodbefmshcmmscaf
the building on the First of August 1816. They were
Engaged in ing in the Bazaar organizing a Sunday
Sahool,mvaﬁngpmplemdﬁmﬂydmwingupnplm
for Schools. _ :
K.Whhad:ﬁninpianmdpmpmmh&dnposallhw
mgkomedhtgﬂ:s:ehoolm&cilimmdhyothafmm
as well. Forinsunoe,lho(nphml{wethcypmm
had the tradition of - Functioning as a School during the
Dutch period although it ceased To function since the year
1803, There is also evidence 1o show That the very same
Missionaries who worked in Colombo had used the
Orphanages of the Duteh for similar purpose.

L. The preparatory work of the Missionaries dunng
theperiod 1814-1816 Shows that there was no problem in
geting teachers or students for  This purpose. Lynch,
along with the assistance rendered by Daniel Theophilus,
who was very keen in opening up Schools found it easier
To execute his plan smoothly. Moreover,Governor
Brownrigg's letter to the Colonial Secretary dated 6%.June
1816 assured a regular monthly pay for the teachers of
these schools. All the factors would have encouraged the
Missionarics to found the school on the very same day of
the purchase of the property.

Mmﬁmﬁuofthewhoolonm}‘imofAuast 1816
umwmwmmmmmm
Rev. Glennie, Colonial Chaplain, dated 6", September
1816, quoted by Ranjit Ruberu (p.182). Although we did
mcmaq:msﬂmmpyofﬂnhw written by Lynch to
Rev. Glennie, the reply itself vouches for the fact that
Lynchhad really written to Rev. Glennieabouthis recenty
founded school itself Itis quite possible that Lynch as the
Chairman of the Wesleyan Mission of Ceylon { 1816-1824
) would have been happier in announcing the Foundation of
the School before  the 6", Seprember The letter reads as
follows, “ No School [ fecl, will succeed in this Country
however properly established in the first instance, unless

they are strictly and constantly attended to, afterwards. All

to by active European Superintendents u;ho have the
ﬁfﬂﬁMWWyummwm

Source: Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association Centenary Magazine: 1906-2006 Oék Canada

N. There is also some more evidence for the functioning of the

School Established by Lynch. Mr. Carver in his letter of 317,
March 1817 Has mentioned that a youth of eighteen vears, &
student of Lynch, Been violemily persecuted because he
became a Christian. Moreover, Lynch visited Madras in
February of the samée year( 1817 ) tolay The foundation fora
Methodist Mission there. Hence it is very Likely that his visit
wauld have been a follow up of his success in Jafing, The |
Wesleyan Mission drew up & programme of establsishing
School in august 1817, three more schools were established at
Vannarpannai, Navatkuli and Puttur in 1818, probably after
their

Initial success in founding an English School on the First of
August 1816 which was renamed as Wesleyan English School |
in the Following year. This school was reorganized and
renamed as Jaffna

Central School by Rev. Perceival in 1834, Finally it was

named as Jaffna Central collegein 1869.
0. On the basis of, the facts mentioned above, we are
convinced, bevond Doubt, that the Jaffna English School, the
nucleus of the present Jafina Central College, was founded on
the First of August 1816, the Date on which a property was
purchased for establishing a School and A Chapel. In this
connection, we the Old Centralites around the Globe, wish to
convey our grateful Thanks to the Chairman and members of
the Commitiee Mr. K. Kathiraverpillai, Dr. K. Sittampalam
and Dr. Rev. A.W. Jebancsan and Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah,
Dr.A.Sinnathamby and Mr. K.Manickavasagar for their
valuable submissions 1o the Commiltee w ensble the
Commitiee to ammive at their convincing conclusions to
determine the Date of the Founding of Jaffna Central College
atFIRST OF AUGUST 1816.

This Extract is the True report of the Committee appointed by
the OJd Boy's Association of Jafina Central College to
determine the Date of Founding of Jaifna Central College,
Collected and reproduced for the Information of the Old
Ceniralites and those ipteresied in the History ofthe College
by Ramasamy Chelvaratnam.
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CENTRALISM- A PERSPECTIVE

T.Pararajasingam, B.A(Ceylon)
old Boy and Teacher

Centralismisa socio-economic philosophy that believfes in social justice
and economic equality. It was believed by the founding fathers of this
great institution - Jaffna Central College, that PRAYER, LEARNING and
spORT will help in realizing the objectives of this phﬂosoph.y The
society of the time was in the process of shedding many vestiges of
feudalism that were an impediment to progress. Our "almamater”
through her responsive nature and adoptability was and is able to per-
fact this concept to meet the challenges of the times and succeeded in
realizing social justice and economic equality .We, on the occasion of
the 100th Anniversary of the Old Boys’ Association of Jaffna Central
College, take pride and joy in speaking about the dynamism of
“Centralism”

Mr T Pararajasingam

The true nature of this philosophy was to accommodate everyone irrespective of his or her social or
economic status in the society. This ‘openness’ paved the way for many budding Scholars an
opportunity to develop their full potential thereby enhancing their personal life and that of the
community from which they came. As time progressed, the historical evolution of the country enriched
‘Centralism’ and created an environment in the College, favourable for a very high level of awareness
of what was plaguing the society. The responsiveness of the student population to these conditions
helped them in a positive way to meet the challenges. They learned the importance and usefulness of
understanding, toleration and compromise in solving life-challenging problems. “Centralism” went
home with the students and initiated social awareness in the hearts and minds of the other members
of the family and the community. This had a “Domino” effect on the larger community helped much
needed social reforms to improve the quality of life The institution prospered in all areas of academic,
athletic and cultural spheres. Mention should be made here of the proud achievement of having
nurtured an Olympian N.Edirveerasingam. There are hundreds and hundreds of professionals who
have excelled themselves in various walks of life and had /has brought honour to their Alma matar.

Over a period of time “Centralism” became pragmatic and viable with the contributions made by old
boys, administrators, teachers, parents, well wishers and by the students of the day. Their thoughts and
dedicated service made “Centralism” a formidable socio-economic force capable of initiating a social
revolution in the local community and extended its influence far and wide. Since space and time
doesn’t permit me to write about the many who have played their role to enrich the name of our
Almamater wish to write about one who with dedicated service placed the institution and
“Centralism” in a new perspective. He was Rev.C.A.Smith.He came all the way from Australia with his
family to serve Central and his accomplishments gave a new meaning to "WHAT IS SERVICE' He led by

example and practiced “Centralism” The institution benefited and blossomed forth under his
leadership

We, Cent.ralites should keep the flag flying high in spite of what is happening to the fabric if our
commu_m_ty and country.100 years of service by the OBA is a great achievement and we the old boys
should join hands and strengthen her hands in service of our Almamater.

en ¥
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Jaffna Central ﬁat_r'on_c;f ;cﬁ;a[ c; Nation's Pride

P Monokeran
Old Boy and Teacher of JCC

In the heart of Jaffna city stands
A noble school of popular brand
Bequeathed by Methodist mission
Christian education it’s faith admission.

Jaffna Central its name renown
In the midst of history wore a crown.
A centenary and four score years old
Served long years to up-hold
Virtues Wisdom Veneration Divine
That spirit of Central ever shine

Mr P Manoharan

Carving on its hall’s doorway
Depict play study and pray
Care for body mind and soul
Was school’s concern, its righteous goal
National school of nation’s pride
Served Sri Lanka Countrywide
Professionals pedagogues politicians true [
The school produced no few '

Tamils Singhalese Muslims Burghers [
Mingled freely, all like brothers |
No cast creed colour or kind |
Then did cleave us, be mankind '

But ethnic war in recent times

Struck the school in northern climes i

It has its rise, but will never fall i

“LETS BUILD CENTRAL" my clarion call
The college colours Chocolate and Blue

Flag flew high as the college grew

With pomp and pride and blessing showered
Central’s Flag will never be lowered

1affna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir
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GROUNDWATER AND LAGOON
MODELLING, JAFFNA PENINSULA

inisation iah nutrient levels have affected large tracts ofaqricultum_l Iarjds an
Al d_"‘d A TII s impacts on the water bodies include eutrophication and
il "\;izci)e‘:l;:f:g thém. As addressing and mitigating these problems
i i ffna Peninsula a ﬁveﬂydeg:r\ IEJ?‘]D res[earch programme was Lnlwclt.:rtaken at tl_‘-e ljJnl‘versTy_ ?‘I S.Ur_rEy
o et leted in June 2009. The study focuses on sustainable management strategies to
WI'ﬂ“Ch L l?t‘ cocn;ptt?e application of a newly developed ground and surfacelwater njoclel. The area of
nlmlgate' lefirf?lgz‘glzr:ﬁ?:id includes two internal lagoens, namely the Vadamarachchi Lagoon and the Uppary
the penin . )

2 2 .
Lagoon. The areas of these lagoons are 87 km< and 35 km* respectively.

Intrusion of saline water, soil s :
adjacent water bodies in many co_umrle
contamination resulting in extensive da

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT IN LAGOONS

JAFFNA PENINSULA
(Vasileios Tyriakidis - 2008)

NETWORK
(Vasileios Tyriakidis - 2008)

There are over 100 000 abstraction wells which are solely used for
domestic needs and irrigation. A substantial quantity of surface and
ground water in the peninsula is lost to sea. Over-abstraction of water |
for irrigation has contributed to intrusion of saline water to the |
aquifers. The contamination problems are further exacerbated owing to
the application of agrachemicals for agriculture and lack of
treatment facilities for wastewater. In order to understand the
mechanisms of saline intrusion arising from deep tube wells a
comprehensive three-dimensional hydraulic and water guality model
has been developed to help manage the water resources in the region.

HYDRO-3D has been used to assess the current and future conditions in the aquifer and lagoons, The model was

used to achieve effective control techniques which will mitigate contamination problems ‘while maximising the
exploitation of water resources and protecting the lagoons.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON
GROUNDWATER RESOURCES
IN THE JAFFNA PENINSULA

The groundwater resources of the Jaffna Peninsula,
Sri Lanka, constitute an example of aquifers
subjected to severe and excessive pumping. Ground-
water is the prime source of water for agricultural
development in the peninsula, but its potential is
limited as over-abstraction from the aqufers results in
saline intrusion. The recharge to the grounwater in
the peninsula is almost entirely from rainfall
percolation and the climate is characterised by
distinct dry and wet seasons. A three-dimensional
groundwater flow model has been applied with the
view to assess the ipacts of the climate on the ground-
water resources system in the area. Two
different future scenarios have been used to
evaluate the climate change impats in the peninsula
and were compared with a scenario of the existing
contions. The first scenario examined the effects of in-
creasing the rainfall and the temperature, and the
second scenario considered an additional increase in
sea level and runoff. The results showed that during
the dry season, water levels increased in the middle
of the aquifers but were almost the same in the
coastal areas. On the other hand, during the wet
season, there was a significant increase in the water
levels. Furthermore, the model showed that a
significant quantity of fresh water ends up in the sea
through seepage and through the lagoons.
Consequently, the results demonstrated that the
aquifers can be used as underground reservoirs to
store the excess water in the rainy season and to
satisfy water demand in the dry season. In addition,
the changes in rainfall and temperture were
identified as the predominant factors of impact,
while changes in sea level rise and runoff were found
to be only of secondary influence for the groundwa-
ter resources. It was concluded that
climate change could improve the existing
condition of the aquifer in the peninsula under a
capable and efficient water management strategy.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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DEEP TUBE WELLS

ar district in the north-west region of Sri Lanka accelerated

t to understand the mechanisms of saline intrusion arising
of groundwater movement has been

The deep tube wells in the Jaffna Peninsula and the Mann
the salt water intrusion into the limestone aquifers. In orde
from deep tube wells, comprehensive research analysing the theory

undertaken.

SIR ISAAC NEWTON
(By kind permission of the Trustees of the Portsmouh Estates)

EXPLORING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DARCY’S LAW FOR GROUNDWATER
FLOW AND NEWTON'S LAWS OF MOTION AND VISCOUS FLOW

COMBINED SOLUTION DERIVED FROM BESSEL FUNCTION, FOURIER
SERIES AND LAPLACE EQUATION (GUGANESHARAJAH ET AL., 2006)

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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MODELLING LAGOONS FOR
ECOLOGICAL STUDIES

Elephant Pass lagoon is a large salt lagoon with some fringing mangroves and sea grass beds. The | is si

in the south of the Jaffna Peninsula. It originally formed part of the Jaffna Lagoon; however co;;;::onti_s SIthated
Elephant Pass causeway on the western part of the lagoon has isolated it from the Jaffna Lagoon Thi;'El‘lct}n E s
and the ensuing water quality changes have caused adverse impact on the marine habitats of tf:s l-;f i
Furthermore, since the lagoon has been cut off, large areas have dried out during the dry se ith th esikethat
contaminants are inadequately diluted. ry season with the resuit that

MODEL NETWORK OF ELEPHANT PASS LAGOON

The overall objective of this project is the environmental protection of this lagoon through implementation of
effective management techniques that safeguard the surface water resources of the catchment area. In this project,
the HYDRO-3D model was employed to simulate the hydraulic characteristics and water quality of the lagoon and
also to evaluate the extent of water pollution and the subsequent impact on marine resources of the lagoon.
This model has future application for the identification of measures to protect the resources and the marine

environment.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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MANAGEMENT OF IRANAMDU
RIVER BASIN

HYDRO-1D is a one-dimensional transient hydraulic and water quality modgl which has process based mbluﬂ
routines to manage the water resources of a river basin. Since its n:‘leveiopment in 1982, the model has been applied
to more than 150 studies in over 30 countries. The model is extensively u.sed for tgaching plostgrgduate students and
in research studies, at both the University of Surrey and University of Edin?urgh in t‘he United Kingdom. The m.odel
interactinely uses the Arcview GIS system through its own powerful graphlc_al user interface. The landuse details of
catchments and geological features are used to model the runoff from the river catchments.

| The Kanagarayan River Basin model was developed to managed the
water resources of the region above the Iranamadu Reservoir which
impound the runoff from a catchment area of 588 kmZ2. The capacity of
this reservoir is 131 million m° and the stored water is largely used for
| irrigation.

The model consists of aver 1500 nodal points and channel reaches
which serve to simulate the runoff from sub-catchments and route flow
through channel reaches. The modelling system provides a tool for
managing water resources in each sub-catchment, including the
attenuation resulting from more than 125 reservoirs in the region.
ArcView GIS and satellite imagery have been used to develop the model
interactively.

CATCHMENT MODEL OF IRANAMADU
RESERVOIR AND LAND USE DISCRIMINATION

IN

Kanagarayan Basin

Elephant Pass Lagoon
IRANAMADU RESERVOIR

KANAGARAYAN RIVER BASIN

Simulated Discharge at Iranamadu (Dec 1996)

Cumecs

8 o8 8388

Esfimsied Dechargs in

Tme b Hous

-

Currently work is underway for additional data collection to refine the
model and model and to study the contaminant issues in the region.

EXAMPLE OUTPUT SHOWING MODELLED
DISCHARGE AT IRANAMADU

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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DAM FAILURE ANALYSIS

The Kanagarayan River basin has a catchme 5

pefore entering lranamadu reservo;r a'rTcTZ:[ i (ml] km‘-' i source is near Vavuniya from where it flows north for o 60 ki
L ; e _ entually falling into the Elephant Pass L : BN ]

dependent on the seasonal rainfall from the north-east monsoon, M agoon. The flow in the basin is mainly

it used for agriculture. There are se ost of the basin is covered by forest with some part of

ttlements below reservoirs and isolated villages

IRANAMADU RESERVOIR

GATED SPILLWAY

The Iranamadu reservoir and spillways are in a state of disrepair due to lack of
funding. If the dam fails the consequences would be catastrophic and an area
of over 100 km? could be inundated resulting in loss of life, and
destruction of infrastructure and large tracts of farm lands. HYDRO-1D has
been used to assess the potential implications of dam failure

DAMBREAK ANALYSIS: PREDICTED
AREA OF INUNDATION

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Surveillance for
Improvement of Waste
Stabilisation Ponds

foa tion and Evaluation Manual

1n Inves)

AwdworBarry John Liovd,
Andreas Rodoffo Leitner
Eandah Guganeshargiah |
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WASTE STABILISATION
PONDS

Waste stabilisation ponds (WSPs) are a cost effective means
of providing treatment of sewage and.have the‘potenttal _for
reducing the health risks associated with massive
environmental pollution by excretreiateq pathogens and
parasites. Recent estimates of the worldfwllde prevalence of
intestinal parasites suggest that 1.5 billion (25%) of the
human population are infected(Helmer, 1999).

A Joint research project between UNIS and Mott
MacDonald with contributions by fou‘r PhD and four Msc
students has resulted in the product:or'w of a mapual on
WSPs which is largely aimed at developing countries. This
manual addresses the evaluation of WSP systems and the
causes of their under-erformance. The strategy and
methods presented here originated from studies of
performance problems of systems in a nymber gf
countries with widely varying climatic and socio-econoic
conditions.

Evaluation of performance of multiple channel WSP using the HYDRO-3D model

A systematic approach to the identification of the causes of under
plants to meet effluent guidelines and regulatory standards. It
methods described may be applied globally to avoid the wid
technology in regions of the world where, at present, it is scarc
where its reputation is tarnished by poor performance.as

environment,

Prof R K Guganesharajah

performance is applied as a prelude to upgrading
is earnestly hoped that the lessons learned and
espread misapplication of a potentially valuable
ely used, and lead to its redemption in those areas
ures to protect the resources and the marine
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RENEWABLE ENERGY

‘ ‘ : '€ Upper catchments offer great potential for hydroelectric schemes.
Micro-hydro systems have been in existence since the early part of the 20t century. Over 500 small hydroturbines

s ! : est region with capacities varying from 5 to 1500 kW. We have
explored the possibilities of using concentrators (lenses and mirrors) for harnessing solar energy.

DATA SHOWING HOW THE AMOUNT OF ENERGY PRODUCED DEPENDS ON THE SIZE OF THE LENS

mmuumunmmmunm Thig may not be e
k359 a8 we could reduce the thick g the focal poird o shift futher rom e lens.

It also aanumes thal the lens and pipe heat the weler of 50% eficiancy.

wtight of all lansed iislad 16 & percaniage of the aciusl weight as | hsve ot inchudid Me curve wikight

sl ticiriphe bu diffed et W1 1% Sugyesiion | Lais o Sntall fhin Lo, wiich IS Mol e sMcien per it weight, ..! " nogh
e e 5 p et (0 each othier we could produce 7.5 Mres of water and the weight woukd only be 7.5kg, YWith  pip "

Vary compact ae the focal pold could b very close to the lens. N may alvo ncreass the efficiency of the heafing as 5 pipes would have 3 greater surface
o it 1 pipa. Arsotherr advintage to s b That with varying Iousshold sizes a dfferent tumber of lenses could be used.

DESIGN OF LENS PROFILE FOR VARIOUS FOCAL POINT USING A PROGRAM DEVELOPED BY MOTT MACDONALD

L Prafis Dfbenr ¥ Vams

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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HISTORIC EVOLUTION OF WATER
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

The history of settlers in the northern, eastern and north-western
provinees of ri Lanka has been linked to the water resources in the
region and the fertility of the lands. In pre-historic periods
Mesolithic people occupied almost all parts of the island. They
spoke different languages, all of which were replaced as a
consequence of elite dominance in the Early Iron Age (EIA) and Early
Historic period by the Prakrit language in most parts of the island,
especially in the south and the centre, and by the Tamil
languages in the north-west, north and north-east (Indrapala

2005).

THE BRAHMI INSCRIPTION ON THE SEAL OF
THE EIA CHIEF, ANAIKODDAI, JAFFNA
(Photo: February 2005, by K. Sanchayan)

The historic development of water resources and the innovative ideas on hydraulic concepts by the ancient settlers
are commendable. The Vavunikulam, an ancient reservoir which was originally built in 163 BC is an example of the
skills by these people had in building reservoirs. The publication titled ‘Design of Small Dams; by the United States

Bureau of Reclamation (1987) states:
‘An earthfill dam completed in 504 BC was 11 miles long, 70 feet high and contained about 17 000 000 yd? of

embankment’

AN ANCIENT RESERVOIR WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY

BUILT IN 163 BC AND RESTORED IN 1954 SEVEN-HEADED COBRA
SYMBOL

Stone carvings of A seven-headed cobra have been found i 5 anci irrigati i i

one . ; 1 found in numerous ancient irrigation works in Sri Lanka.

:;stc;gins acgept ;hat thrs symbol represents the ancient inhabitants of the island whogwere called Nagas (cabra).
'gl ave been identified as setFIers in the Northern region of Sri Lanka. The only epigraphic evidence for their

existence is the the temple Nagadipa (Island of Nagas) in Jaffna District.

Exploitation of water.was not limited to su
| ) rface water but also extended t ' '
Peninsula is 1000 km< and currently has over 100 000 wells. g s e ot the Jufhne

#Eésn?r%inEe;ﬁLt?re;u:thagrgc(:rgogithggaan;dandtafrchaiﬁtor%{sts tlhat the settlement in the Jaffna Peninsula commenced
not from the Mesalithic Period. This belief i

d _ . This belief stems from the assumption that

ed hard tools to exploit the water f i ifers i |

el I water from the limestone aquifers in the region. The

?hé pre:;;ng; rg?céc-‘_;lr;?‘tnt:apl: 1;orr1i:he JgﬁniPenln;ula at the University of Surrey is being @)?tensiveiy testegto study

e 0p rE)?S Ifﬁ the peninsula in pre-historic periods. Very limited agricultural activities,

possible Torest covers as well as climatic conditions are considered in the model

simulation. These tests will be a
: . st precursor for confirming the existence
findings will be supplemented by further archaeolocal stu?:lie.s in the region?f S e

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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wHi oL g @bs wHindgsd syelumged @iy upBw  syaysst, @yemenofs @ 6N &6
syslwrgs @Seinl LB peasiaemadGhal  CuUBLILL LS. Beym LD EbLbBSIOTE  SHIeyssi, G
SrCapesdne WsHSLQUGIHE SHBULGL  HLOSIBPSIDTE B mBaremosmeoulaimbal S HGn
peassl gl ulsd Qupi L g (FeipasyregT 1993).

o) Saly elsusmus GEwsiepepss, SiHHS HOTLLID, sybdgysit o _siens, DHHEHMNHD
sfasppse Guisip Geuwsisatm symeauipe) Byflulsh HBmILIsE FHUGSSULGD fls  Greoren
DFGMHBOBTTGL. B QUEHGD  &sde0T SuuEeiand SmefTusT UM YHSGU GULDIBIS EMEVF
CELEDE. sMEITUS p Sobsbss SAlLsHL 906 S5 & urliveney CSTei  GIOBISs
Hr8sssmaumw ysmanuipey ofiulsr dysren BieupBIGD APSILTGLD.

gfbe B aptGsmsEta B om um Gpe aussEEED Bilutsamd Ceug alaEy
Gramuens GuImLsmsm 2_siaumid, ssHEfssluTs bs DHHS BoICL afse SULDHIE BB
@i smpemors, gilui@sTt el OuGD wis  apemissisll  (PHEWL Ansmsuns S W
STILGHGmE asim  aHie] FanoamgLIGTLeTeNS. @5 Stz oeuipey gfluls
opsHemo-as, Oursluppil Gefley Opmiurer  BiUUGTENL,  SEIBITLISH S pBHBI0
as_,l;frru'.!a‘;ﬁaﬁilrn@.. Qm AL orergib Gem_itsEfunaigors, BIlLHoL SSTalsss Fmigul S LI
B SIENULLTSSIN GLES SHioh Sjessl aged @ ouielsd  uwsiLGHSILLelemeD.
s;@u:s@u usleors ebpsHCImH, Qursbumm Gsple) Csmiiurer o el (Bd STaSE6T (LPILHIDWITS
mnm&mﬂah'ag'ﬁatmasaﬂﬂsﬁl Siglinent_ulGmn Guminn' L aw (somemisir 1991). @hs wHiniGaaisiig H6-
S awj;ﬂ?n Cuopuy apsosmimeisl gnmed gabul WIGHH0 TaiHbw s SigoTailbaiLL BeTendl.
al,rﬁiaaa'n&uﬂgumm slugiseisnr Lip oW Leusmem 1| gflufsnr Biiuemisy gl lu damgu Gobuy
apeusmissien Covdlansy siGHHe SN (BEBSL.
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SILLOIMEN 1: o _F1gSInem oieneysefsr L senspmieh mymnfed

WHOILOUC L enpg 8y HE, QursBUBmF Gpassi
Nutrient requirements for rice (paddy) SEDan R
vt by Lo (1951) 7% of reference values nutrients in
Kanagarayan river
aaas N 150 kg/'ha 10 kg/ha 541 mg/l
P 40 kg/'ha 3 kg/ha 1.62 mg/l

siipuiGiigd, BeiGaumeod AlLwras i ayybu QICesTLICHTH, Bt ueHiy GBIl iumeT

poEasvamal  GUD  Goegls  sulesd,  @Pilute  aboepstseer  oeds  GELLL
BasBEILIMmS aTFHissT GNE sHousdsCasiHin.

BuG. seOeT BBIpSRIEEDHD STemlUED gfuiis Cpel Ursssdmib, meRgs@ad aTidbsTs
sTamlUBL Swsed sopuigid upsau Saablobssiul Bereng.  GnirCassmes SBlLsiTeT
piwsd s Geil suelsd Uysranorsd @flmadasiul@ GestGubn widfsst gfuls grusiemu
ot ursilssiu’ Gsioner.  CpBe, Dpsel ueHsais Gaumi UKEG EILTERGHEILLE, SiBsLD
GUSW sags@md aunibsTealCulu aifamew Bi Gush SmugTaldsiiul Gsiremg. Gaisionsisnsn
gfluigush wemensd Cailissins TdaumuGhd Simad sremissis wams oifiiy HeL D DE!.
HT6VEVT 2ubhmi (P EIGBaMgID 60 I TLLIET 4 Bml Was5SCCW P Emigu Bauslb
oeupTaleslUl Batengal.  @sbel Urster smembd, smsyrwst 6o Guiu simelurs Soliugid
B WIHTHSF Fgnafl o seiBms 8.5 so Bbmisems BelusBoungd. BHs oETaITEIE
HemDW  psiim Simelssiaemswn el Siligsie  apsigy wimdgn  CosonenHTEsib.

wrslfl payss

piallens wrHfluienioriL|

SBm (pshismeTE  @Gaysien e elegeuten BIupsSs TLTGL Cous MBBEPL aBUGSSID @
OasThoefluTeT @ipsoTed @aipi s @am CFibBHukGh Hamoubp CFhGHs 2 Fdlmsi 2 GaIrasl
SiauBTeildELILIL (BeTaTg. @z,  Bflaeien  DNEMHSEEMT  HOHHE Geru'_fsn(B,i_:,rr@ ﬁﬁl@ut
sTHCET L sy giuBss, Bfd CuTHu  gldlFmenb SabEs G&u.lﬂ-emg}@. : ﬁfr
CassHConufl FHBwrar LIBDDL ELLF SpBdsmuw LﬂiﬁLH&i@ﬁH@ﬂT@. A ?;'@@sa:g,ﬁm
aigieuTsn Garbseiins @b gBubsadns. B Ursraors ﬁrruuswfu g,l]n.u_;&él'it'mm- 90
wHAW smsCeTa@GD. BHenTsd, gflulas ITGBHMENSH  SHeilEHD essulff,yrryasr c%m,[ﬁ;'am ,rf}lrruusumdiala
whAL samblofss Cammnguseng. Gsmbsefiume BEFTLLD 2_@atGE!D Wrs LoatiL_60LD @g,s&su
orEmm  Bfemed merssuul@  Geewi  Gufiu  senelisore Qamhaais@h  Gewusurigsmms
HoiTuguiuGh orEmLbs Biemib 2snssiuBens.

Piriuewi orgflwenolily

aywenipe gl @ysmus skl LjNmLD SiSe “9“‘"‘“’“‘””4"?@3@ %&mufi;z;;s;
8 5 . : P j ST LS. nhHH EImml,
seflss metm - 3 WrAMIUEHEES GaGUIGST LWSTLGHEULL SR : :
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) . ; ; sulall]  SiEUGHT : 3
gflullgsh wrmGsEBLE 2 LLGD HETSITLIS ﬁlﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ - e S e :
mn&.g«nﬂﬁ&r ngf? oial  TEBB  BiflsT G‘Emﬁﬁ‘ﬂwjg_]m .QI&LILI!_{B &?052:586)‘?;&@@@@;%
Ao smprafbsiu G, opspGmpesn Cusbubgast WA GT
SOnGEE 0505060, 025 WeoedayTD SsiD SiTRBEOD, D
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@he  ahueils, gyflufsd SUJIDLIHH0 SreRilILCL  apevsbimsis Qamsmeud oo HsI6BSHMs
sl 19(BHSTEILD. HBeLITESHILI Lo & emL_ouT 601 D 1pUpHS (pUpdS® sypiedmhal  Bhrguwns
el (L gemGeuBLL GHULLSI slenid Glamaitem (PG, o aiienioudsn, euJemIL HTe0HIHE JBUBD 10
S| BLDTET eI He0TeD, RIENE S G T LS. sjr,ﬂuu@éssm&»uﬂeb SIBHSH DMIPSTEVD  Gusny
Lig el GBI wempsiipaduisn  GUTS! Ghsl  LbS 16 e B BT Bflsd  Lsvgenamafiain
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PP aSEBID Fumfl & emid

BiILIGEmLI a&mgmﬂ&:@m ClFIsd SN L nissir BH8uTE  aymemuipey gflulss  Gsosnev. oyifigpib,
opHHCIDD. CUIGCUBDI, SohEsien QUdsar, o ulfiysmuwe gLArmbseiu BGpmen 5 (leupas),
o auibpaimD CUTEIDEG OBETLILTES SSH L b aybissiu s GousmiGh, gfuis Cmsmisss
sopuisd U FPw psaisiobe Ul Lmels sfsora o semsps sremiLBaugTsy Gusugs
susraniysst Comeaublusm  Aunfls GeuiniuBéamegsi. a3y wrHflulsn apsub WBeft iU
GaiwiuBusbers il Jrlssssls Guomss susiiossn s, HOIHBHDD, BIOUIUS HIeys6T
rasfldsiu CaaiGh.  sfluter Froymmend OsTenG WA adiamulssiiuL e, Bmeyb
givslworer  LIGF  aumetIlsieme 2 Gand@n. @ Oriiumn, GUBILGH CaTBBILMG
wyaysst  gfluilsh 2 edswowrer  Bensvenioamwis  rBsaisub Qaupb. Cugub, gflulss Comei
JyGpesdsd amanipe gflé@n, wmnpliutem gflé@n GeoLuls o Walamurms SHpbaeiliu
GauexiBGoens Furfla GeiwiuGdsms. Ba. gfuis Coupeips smulsh gm MBI LSmS
Beneniog@l Bellend GRCLBDSmS Bn gfleendawamuls gBuBHGID.

Source: International Conference, Water Resources Management and Sanitation Improvement,
Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka, Cambridge, UK, 2009

80 .’ccéjc?:j:ﬂﬁu COLLEGE




Sreumsd]
grar0. & TBUTEIL

wéhg e LoTERTeUli 6N EIEDEUIL  BE0EVITI] mrrs.mmm‘raa.aﬁ. 5|61y
GFUIRISTS 115160601 8> ) 6 0l T 6331 (B &I eumed GILLIsT :?I@IPlJU%JW(Ev BT 6)T6
s Gamevelsl 2 _emienio i HHID LTSI, _'Dg)fgd'l, § e
aeentl Lflsren Qaussns Henadsislsr b BeUSITDI DI HeF.

SToUTe SIGLSET 8 GHND SiHBID, MEFOUISBHMTHANEH HIpHaD
sLeyenman  AeGUoTma:  GULUSTE  SyTelsl SO - Hiolp
oy oEITd (g1 Geredg @. 01 Cembibfse. GiFsmar-600040

~ 2006) GUUIGESIBSHI.

areTD. HbSITELTEY

whmGTE @myT e sllsisrbGsor'sro 2156 &TDLN Camnsidls) _Bf')lﬂ];p. ST T A gaeﬁlgrrg‘,“ = ?Mmm
sliguysBmasi Bealsruey - LgIgsved, wHITa - 1989, Srauredl sTaILISNE. @m@m (u_|_ef.,)_ HENEFFHENG
(Gambfsss) oSsvvg eldHotm (sbECess) walige S6H  THHRBMNSE  FmDIE D).
oiFCuosTalsls  BLEMSHE Tl FIHTEN  BUISEDHEEG olASSIToTEC  LBLD. 21,5861,
STamelCsEm  GEnhusd, WHBW  SeoeTfl  DTEWICNTHMET, GIGIHID  ESTEDLDLITETEUTEST,  §5H60
AIGLEENIDW(IPEDL W FlGLIGGIoTaISGS  FlonTsauTssT, uHelCasbbsram  alldssgore oiGad s
GIam Hevey GUm@saTUL Gy Lmellbalul BaTsnsns 6BHoHs CBMsTsmsuriD.

BenaniCont susnallsh, SOLFTOTWEILD seiB SWIP Sevsbslil aufl Crrohsls HT-aiTedl FWwsi ST 6L
WkiGsT Hmmhs BFTmen SevsvH HT[B, suTedl 6I6iLISH aUaTenLD 0SB sTILISTHD ClEmaiTasiD,

FAauCumorai G sugmsesil Gumym  Aapdhmsd @QUTFFWSHE  Spsamen  sumelenuwidb
STMTEOICILIILISET  ApVD, SHUS JEIGET GPHS SIUDSTL QML OGN  auTed 616D
UsLGILITmsT  o_swiTaleiima.

BI0IpiHerlsll HmeSMmenUD LITSBTwHmHUD  ghnib6sTsisn (PIQUITEH UL BILL AT  SUpTHensTH
GIRSOIHSaTH slsiml LfHHIS Smpilwig Curey (sumsoiSsl Gymiomuisib)., 2 _eleNIOULITHSBHID LFung
DB HEOGT] DTENTEUTSEMTUID eIl LITL FT6060 OTeIaTSs STauTedGlie DIDIPHHEH SIGUIT ST 6T
SifluTenowITCaiL,

Hul umLHS el FAfen ApSunsner. ssiamen wamhSmhal  Csmsen, Henbfs ibamen ais
S TmosmeNLl LTI &i;

"1l oo 2 ulieE Heod, SHIHIOIPLD, SHBEYD, FH60LILD
B aen Meiip B! GnEulsfisr GEraEb Gitemio
B 6160 BlSHD sUDLITEY Bamey B & angourGuom?
e QUTBIHF aemrer Fnluie FbsSlwmasmei”

gnwa&rlsurrmﬁ‘lu_u_s&r (E,rbmai? Wil GuTgmgsmsd Egrosllsi Lisvgso unglliuso sutedldb@s GlFenmualBLo.
DUHEMTED, suTallsnil GeusoeoBeur, GlamsbeoCeur BImosnned (Lpiguings GuMIENBID  sisiiIGHeTsd, GITLosHT

m@bﬁ@[ﬁ@ ouredlifs  oubsnu ol (Baslearyedr., Bbs0  UBUTHsIOTE  GEuIsmeGWL LD6BT6Rfl d(@&HLD
LOGHTLILITTIRI &ML WAIEITS  suTey && |\ Db Tai,

:;J-aurrs;mrrm - BIEBGE SITs6 sutedul st Gpflsd Wlerml Gumfl
QI TSOITBEHL 6T FoH60 el Ltisefoul . 6T 6T ‘
Gleusrilliim._mass T WE T STEOIM) GILOSMLD =) ¢ Ml oo o kil i

: . DI SIHIPSHSTEBSTT. HIBIBEHD MUTES U Guirsiimy FpSlus
FHAWCSIING  sreuredmsi i : 6Th et Guimssig &njl
DI OB G b, YD HLLE®S Bt shs@ibsEnLel  ope pi sl

pywng @mosners GursiGp. wHSIU

81 JCC|ceion cous




Source: JCC OBA, UK




1e Portuguese who had Indian mercenaries and new converts from south

o i he historian Dr Gunasingam (2008) described the following in his book

along with their own troops. 1l
Tamils in Srilanka’:

ied i ' jr who was a minor
i ian who ruled Trincomalee died in 1551 Ieawlng the throne‘to a heir w .
:xgg?etrh\?a\:j:i];\ausurped the throne. Cankili, claiming the r1ght_ tp rule ;r;r;ilcirgtaLejrtrj;tj;;u:g;t
Kingdom of Jaffna, intervened. The Vannian converte_dlto‘ Cath_ohmsm and - ﬁg e
retake the throne but his attempt was foiled by Cankili. Capksh contmi:le - _]f Sy
Portuguese and was even prepared to befriend thei_r enemies. When the ’mfg tc;'er = at:andara .u
died in 1552, his relative Dharmapala succeeded him, and Dharmapala’s father Vidiyabandara, in

: ith Cankili, bringing with him the sacred tooth relic of
opposing the Portuguese, sought refuge with Cankitl, DIING ™ £ T uiliicse. Aihough thess

ined in Jaffna joining Cankili in his war against :
= e nst Cankili until 1560.

events enraged the Portuguese they did not war agai

Statue of Jaffna King Cankili Kumaran Statue of Vanni King Pandara Vannian

Sculptural Wark Wre Sivapragasr: 10T Teachen sonllptera | W arks b Sivapragasm (doC Teacher

In 1560 the Jaffna Kingdom fell to the Portuguese after a fierce battle which resulted in the Tamils
losing their sovereignty and traditional homeland. Cankili Kumaran retreated to Kopay and then to
Pachchilaipall. The Portuguese continued destroying and vandalising after the fall of the Kingdom and
plundered its wealth. Filipe de Oliveira, the Portuguese governor, was infamous for destroying more
than 500 Hindu temples (Rajasingam, Asia Time, August, 2001) which were also the cultural treasures
of the Tamils. Cankili Kumaran, with a long term view, tactically signed a peace accord with the
Portuguese. Although Cankili Kumaran lost the war the Portuguese could not completely conquer the
Kingdom. The atrocities committed by the Portuguese included setting fire to Hindu temples,
plundering the wealth of Tamils, setting fire to their treasured ancient ola scripts, forcibly converting
Hindus to Catholics and stealing food. These barbaric acts resulted in a revolt killing several Portuguese

priests and soldiers (Gunasingam, 2008). However, the Kingdom came under the direct rule of the
Portuguese in 1619,

The Portuguese ambitions to rule were short lived
by the Dutch in 1658. Eviction of the Portu

King of the Kandyan Kingdom, Rajasingha Il
King -

and they were completely expelled from the island
guese from Ceylon was masterminded by the then Tamil
who ruled this Kingdom from 1635 to 1687. The Kandyan
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also funded the Dutch to wage war against the Porty
: ) guese. The Dutch were su iti
in 1796 and remained in Ceylon until its e oo cceeded by the British

British Rule

The maritime region of Ceylon was occupied by the British in 1796 with little resistance It was initiall
administered by the British East India Company and Lord Hobart, the governor 0;‘ Madras Way
responsible for the administration at that time. British interest in Ceylc;n stemmed from French cc;ntrosl
of the Netherlands in the Napoleonic Wars. The falling of the Netherlands to France resulted in the
ceding of Ceylon to France. In 1802 in the treaty of Amiens the maritime regions of Ceylon (region
controlled by the Dutch) were ceded to Britain. However, the British had difficulties in conquering the
Kandyan Kingdom and controlling the Vanni region in the north. e

After defeating t'he Kir.mg Pandara Vannian in 1803 the British were able to bring Vanni under their
control_. T_he Kadiyan K.mgdom fell to the British in 1815 after their second attempt. In both cases the
unpatriotic locals and informers played a major role in defeating the rulers of these territories.

JcC

JCC is the oldest, permanent School founded in the area of the Tamil Kingdom of Jaffna. It was
founded as an English School by Rev. James Lynch in 1815 (Manickavasagar, 2011). It is mentioned in
the Centenary Edition published in 1934, that the school was named Jaffna Wesleyan English School in
1817 and re-named Jaffna Central School by Rev. Dr Peter Percival in 1834. In 1869 it was upgraded to
the status of college and named Jaffna Central College in 1869. The college and the surrounding
regions inherited several cultural features. The play ground of the college is situated in front of its
compound. It was in this ground that cricket and football were first introduced to JCC and Jaffna.

St. Peter's Church

St. Peter’s Church is a remarkable building neighbouring the Romaine Hall of JCC. They are separated
by a road. This church was built when Rev. R Carver was the Principal of JCC (1820-1824). As the
existing Lutheran Church in the JCC premises at that time had limited facilities the land across the road
was purchased to build the new church. The church was opened on 19th February 1823. It was
originally called the Jaffna Wesleyan Church. However, Rev. Dr Peter Percival, Principal of JCC (1834~
1851), renamed the church St. Peter's Church . This is the same name as that of the church where the
head of the missionaries Dr Coke preached his last sermon in Portsea (Centenary Edition, 1934. The
coincidence in the name of the churches was identified by Mr Manickavasagar.)

-+
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Romaine Hall and St. Peter’s Church
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Romaine Hall

Romaine Hall is an excellent piece of engineering work in Jaffna. The gro_unld ﬂf‘?orl !,Sez:?ofiflnggly H,ai_l
of JCC. The college library is housed on the first floor of this building. Itis thenrs nerete

and iron girder building to have been built |: Ja_ffga. ThTehg;redselgsbe;r:rseurr:;?:fr;ideg);;?ﬁ ::éi?r::;g}: anMC:

oor span across the girders. : : esh.
gz,emﬂ;g; Sézt;i:‘ftt::\?ig grincippal of JCC from 1901 to 1917, was the architecthalncBi c_itgs;gn eng;neer of
this building. When he went on furlough to England in 1906 he placeq ordﬁrsl with tr| |st.1 manfutlagures
for the steel girders to build the Assembly Hall. Mr Cooke superwsedl the cons rujchlon o) : his two
storied building which was completed and opened in 1910. The building sustained heavy damages
during the civil war and has been renovated after the ceasefire since 2002.

Cricket and Soccer

Cricket was introduced at JCC in 1881 by the then Sk o e Nt
Principal Rev. Fredrick M Webster and this was the 00k Weeaneiter
occasion of the introduction of cricket to the Jaffna
Peninsula. Soccer has been played regularly at JCC
since its introduction by the then Principal Rev. Gabriel
Leese in 1894. Like cricket, football was first introduced
to Jaffna in the JCC play ground.

our cricket match against our rival St, John's College
attracts cricket enthusiasts in Jaffna and Old Boys of
both colleges. Lots of cricket loving enthusiasts travel
by bicycle from distant places to watch the match. They
stay on the roads around the ground to watch the
event. It has been an annual feature for numerous fans.
In 2001 we marked the 100th anniversary of playing

THE BALL USED BY JCC TEAM AGAINST
STJOHN'S COLLEGE IN 2006

cricket against St John's College. In some years the

matches were cancelled and there were periods when
matches were played twice a year.

These irregularities in annual events resulted in playing the 100th match against St. John's College in
2006. In recognition of this important event and to commemorate it, on the request of the Old Boys in
Canada, the Government of Canada released a new stamp in 2001.

SR jatfna Central College

M M Old Boys Association
8 (57 Canada
Lawss

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP COVER TO MARK
CENTRAL - ST. JOHN'S
BATTLE OF THE NORTH BIG MATCH

100TH. YEAR CRICKET ANNIVERSARY
1901-2001
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Clock Tower

The Jaffna Clock Towgr was buil_t in 1875, It is situated east of our play ground and just behind our
cricket score board. [tis located in an ideal place for sports fans and players to check the time

Jaffna Clock Tower King Edward VII

The tower has historic value and built by funds collected from the Jaffna community. In order to
honour and give a present to the son of the then British Queen Victoria, His Highness The Prince of
Wales (who became the king of the United Kingdom in 1901 and was named Edward Vi), the people of
Jaffna collected money. The surplus money left after spending on a present and further collection from
the public were used to build the clock tower. The clock tower was designed by the government
architect Mr. Smither. The clock was donated by the then British governor Sir James Longdon.

The clock tower was damaged during the war. During the ceasefire Prince Charles, the current Prince
of Wales, generously funded Rs 1 million towards the restoration work. The work was completed in
2006 and the then British High Commissioner reopened it on 19 June.

Jaffna Public Library

The founding of a public library in Jaffna commenced with the establishment of a library at his own
house in 1933 by Mr K M Chellappa who was a secretary to the District Judge. He allowed people to
read newspapers, magazines and books in an allocated room at his house. He was generous and did
not charge the public but voluntarily met the expenses himself. Mr Chellappa’s enthusiasm gxtended
further and, he sent out an appeal on 11 November 1933 to establish a free ‘Central Tamil Library’ to
Tamil communities in Colombo, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and other districts. His appeal attracted
several prominent members of the public and a meeting was held. at ‘JCC on 9 June 1934, In this
meeting the following resolution was passed by the members attending it:

That a Central Free Tamil Library Association be formed with those who were present at the meeting
as founder members of the Association.”
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In order to achieve the objectives of the resolution a commi-ttee was formed Wlt|'-1 Mt; Cl Crzznjzr&sa;nyj
District Judge, as president, Mr Isaac Thambiah as Vice Eres;dernt arlid Mr_C F.’or*;n?m ala . :1 I|r M
Chellappa as Secretaries. The committee included Principals and Vice_Prmc!pa_S ;OT Sceg' ke 1C0 eges
in Jaffna and JCC was represented by Mr Arudpragasam (who was Vice Principal of JCC in 1929 and

Principal 1943-1944).

The committee commenced its work enthusiastically by coilecting_ valuable‘ ancient documents
written on palmyra leaves known as edu and housed therp in a new Ilbrar}e whuch' was opened on 1
August 1934 in Hospital Road. Funds were raised and the library was established with over_BOD bg?ks
which included some valuable collections. It also had access to 30 newspapers and maga:':’mes Whl.Ch
were freely supplied by the publishers. The library was very popularand attracFed.over 50 v‘|5itors daily,
In 1935 the Library Association handed over the responsibility to the Urban District Cgunol (UDC) and
its Chairman was Mr R R Nalliah (Old Boy of JCC). The UDC decided to relocate the library to a more
spacious building, the Abubakar Building in Main Street. As the new location was noisy ahd not
suitable to house a library it was relocated to a building near the Government Rest Hou;e. This new
building was owned by the Puttur Mallavarayar family and the first floor of this two storied building

was rented for the library.

The popularity of the library and its importance to the community drew the attention of the Jaffna
Muncipal Council in the early fifties. In order to promote and expand the library facilities, in 1953 Mr
Sam Sabapathy, the Mayor of the Jaffna Municipal Council, inaugurated the Jaffna Library Association.
It formed a committee with Mr Sabapathy as Chairman and Rev. Fr. Long, Rector of St. Patrick's College
as Vice Chairman. The committee had a vision to establish a major library with modern facilities to serve
the Jaffna community. Funds were raised from several local and foreign sources. The estimated cost for
the first stage of the building was Rs 500000 which was collected from various sources to commence
the work. The major donor was the American Embassy. It contributed USS 22000 which was equivalent
to Rs 104000 at that time. The Indian High Commission contributed Rs 10000,

ffna Public Librar |
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T'IZQ ?splinade nor‘th—west corner ofthe JCC play ground (opposite the Dutch Fort) was selected as the

;ed or the new ||brary.‘The organising committee received support from Mr V M Narasimhan from

a rlas‘;vho Was a prominent professional in Dravidian architecture, The foundation for the building

;\;a;a;;thsnnw ngarfh 19’.;4 and the ceremony was attended by the Jaffna Mayor Mr Sam A
» NeV. FI. Long, British High Commissioner Sir Cecil Sa i

D : yers, American Ambassador Mr

Philip Grove and First Secretary to the Indian High Commission, Mr Siddhartha Chari. The first

stage of the building was commissione :
e d on 11 October 1959 and was opened by the Mayor of Jaffna
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it was a very unfortunate event that on 1 June 1981 the li [ [
d?;tr-ogedkby N'.:n I;:rrga n:ed g_an;;.;gof hooligans from outside. #??;::fh I;Sivtéiat:: ;T\i Fcilﬁglg?:sig;:
of Sri Lanka, Mr Premadasa, in 1991 to an audience in a Musli i i i

and the People involved in it. However, this incident did ll'nn;tseca?fig'lc s:c:?ad;ﬁ:z?igst:-:so?atr:anTc ac'tl
community. Funds were collected from well wishers and other sources and a replica of the it a'mll
building was constructed behind it and completed in June 1984. There were furthzr set backs 2:1'3 Itr;*.a
library suﬁergd damages when war broke out in 1985, The restoration work on the damaged !:}uildinE
commenced in 2000 and was completed in 2002. The role of Mr V S Thurarirajah, architect, and h'g
untiring efforts in restoring the library are commendable. : : °
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Subramaniam Park

The Jaffna Library is a cultural heritage of the Tamils but there is no substitute for the destroyed
collection of treasured edu and other ancient historic and cultural documents. The restoration of the
library in its original form offered some consolation to the communities in the region. It is the duty of
all the communities in the region to preserve our cultural heritage.

(The above article is compiled from ‘The Jaffna Public Library Rises from Its Ashes’, V5 Thurairajah, 2007
and the authors extensive knowledge of the region.)

Conclusion

The Jaffna Library lies in a beautiful location and the views of the surrounding area include famous
heritages such as JCC's play ground and Romaine Hall, Subramaniam Park, the Clock Tower, Jaffna
Dutch Fort, Muniappar Temple, the Open Air Theatre and St. Peter’s Churc-h. The students of J_CC are
proud of the cultural heritages of our college and the surrounding regions. The authors like the
students have a moral obligation to protect the treasured heritages. The authors' interest stems from

several factors.

First Author

d the ‘Optimi’ certificates. One of my treasured

It was in the Romaine Hall that | regularly receive 2l ga:
certificates was signed by Rev. D T Niles, MrA E Thamber and Mr Theivananthampillai (The detailsinthe

certificate were completed by my class teacher Jeyaratnasingam Master).
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as added a new dimension to understanding the value of
ket, football and hockey for the college team. | had the
: which became the regional champion. The JCC
f Peradeniya and to play

The JCC play ground means a lot to me anq
team work. While | was at JCC | played Cr?c e

i i ea
opportunity to captain the second eleveq 10ckey e
ground gave me the foundation to participate in sports at the University o
cricket in local tournaments in Cambridge.
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College ‘Optimi’ Certificate and University of Ceylon Soccer Colour

Surprisingly, in 1965 my friends S Chandrabose and A Ganesh nominated me as captain of Bullough
House. | was elected to lead and our house became the champion of the inter-house athletic event. For

me and many others the foundation we received in education and in sports played a major role in our
careers.

Second Author

I was a student at JCC, became a senior prefect and joined JCC as
a teacher after obtaining his degree from University of Ceylon. |
then became head of the Geography Department. While at JCC |
participated in English plays and won gold medals for
performimg well in Tamil and English  elocution

contests. My time at Romaine Hall was a contributing factor
for my success.

Both authors have immense interest in the heritages of the
surrounding regions, We used to regularly visit the Subramaniam
Park, Jaffna Fort and Jaffna Library when we were at JCC. Itis a
privilege for us to disseminate our views and ideas to protect our cultural heritages. A symbol
displaying our culture is shown in the figure in the right. The Tamil word ‘KANDAVAN' me;;;ns that we
and our generations have seen the historic evolution of our culture. The Tamil word ‘ANDAVAN' means
‘god’ and shows our respect for all religions. The letters in the middle show the evolution of the
present Tamil scripts from ancient scripts called Tamil Brahmi which originated over 2500 years ago.

- 1S existence is very common in water bodies in Ceylon.

dscape and architecture of the buildings and the
eritages,

Symbol of Our Cultural Hertage
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Art and Sculpture
Prof R K Guganesharajah and Mr T Pararajasingam

The painting of portraits, landscapes or any other natural features and
the art of sculpture are complex processes and depend on the
imagination and talent of the individual. Sivapragasam Master
possesses all the necessary talent. He is a naturally gifted artist and JCC
was fortunate to have him from 1956 to 1994. After his retirement in
1988 he continued to work until 1994. He also served as a lecturer for
two years at the University of Jaffna. Students enjoyed studying under
him and visiting his class room with its balcony facing the playground.
His class room had an atmosphere and environment different from
other departments at JCC. The tables were designed to keep the
- drawing pads, paints and brushes in comfortable positions enabling

Mr Sivapragasam students to produce the desired paintings. The class room and its
balcony were like an art gallery with paintings produced by him. He was very strict with students and
maintained discipline. Students were expected to bring the drawing pads, paints and brushes required
to meet the curriculum requirements, otherwise they were punished. His culture of maintaining
discipline worked well and students always complied with his requirements.

S H - .
atue of Par:dara Vanniyan Painting at Nallur Temple
Courtesy of Mr Sivapragasam Courtesy of Mr Sivapragasam

He was well known for his sculptural talents and produced several statues which are still on display in

public places in Sri Lanka. His paintings at the famous Nall
Tamil Kings Sangilian in Nallur and Pandara Vanni i g
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Tamil King gangilian

Our Art Master loved art and the college where he served for more than four decades. This productive
service earned him the love and respect of his charges as well as the gratitude of the community. Since
the institution was in the heart of the city, the demand for his professional service was overwhelming
but Sivapragasam Master met them with a smile. He had a large heart and friendly disposition and
these, coupled with the God-given creative intuition enabled him to reach the pinnacle of his
profession. In homage of his chosen career and passion he organized a Fine Art Class for the youth of
the community who were keen to share his knowledge and expertise. As the Geography lab was next
to the Art room Pararajasingam Master had the privilege of knowing him intimately, and he feels en
riched by this association.

Ceremony in the Honour of Sivapragasam Master

Sivapragasam Master is now retired and lives in Jaffna. We thank Sivapragasam Master for his services

to JCC and the Tamil community. We wish him a long and happy retirement.
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centralites Sports Club, Jaffna

In the 1980s our old boys started Participating in cricket tournaments
as Centralites Sports Club. At that time a need to organise a proper
sports club was felt, The inaugural meeting of the Centralites Sports
Club, Jaffna was held at Jaffna Central College on 11th March 1990 with
Mr. N. Rasaratnam (Principal - JCC) in the chair. Mr. S. Nadarajah (our
former  Physics teacher) was elected President and MrK.

Mahendranathan was elected General Secretary. The main objective of

this Sports Club is to Promote sports among the old boys as well as the
present students of our college. In the earlier days our club participated
only in Cricket Tournaments conducted by other Sports Clubs in Jaffna.
But after the official inauguration we started conducting Cricket
Tournament. In 1990 a 50 over Cricket Tournament was launched in

S. Premkumar memory of the late Donald Ganeshakumar, a cricketing legend of our
school in the sixties. Initially our club focused its attention mainly on cricket but in the later years we
diversified to basketball, athletics, soccer etc. We conduct an annual Basketball Tournament in Jaffna
among clubs in memory of the late Vipulananthan, our college student who sacrificed his life while on
Prefect duty at the college.

Our Sports Club members were very helpful to our school at a time when it needed help. Our members
were responsible for the repairs of the grounds and the basketball court which were badly damaged
during the civil war. Our services will continue in promoting sports among old boys as well as our
school students.

S. Premkumar

President, Centralites Sports Club
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Vadivelu David Jeyaratnasingam

unate enough to have represented the schog|
in cricket and soccer, will remember Jeyaratnasingam Master well. He
was the coach of the first eleven cricket team and the second eleven
soccer team. Here was a person who was probably the g_regtestI allround
sportsman of his time on the Jaffna Pemn_sula and a ijStlﬂglJIShed old
boy of Jaffna Central. He captained the cricket tfeam in ?9'49 anq 1951
and won the big match on both those years in a thnlh_ng finish. In
addition, he was skipper of the soccer team in 1950, vyhlch won the
JSSA championship. In athletics he was both the champion and record
holder in several events, with hurdles being his strongest event,
However his achievements extend beyond the sports field: he was a
; queen’s scout; senior prefect of the school: an excellent singer ;and
M Rasyarthasingam participated in several plays.

students, who were fort

He trained as a teacher at Maharagama Teacher Training school. On finishing the course he was
appointed as a Geography teacher at Jaffna Central for the middle school classes.

As a coach of the cricket and soccer teams, he had great patience with the student players. Most great
sportsmen find it difficult to understand the problems others can have in learning new skills, because
for these gifted people it all came very naturally. Jeya Master appreciated this and treated every
student individually, making allowance for their shortcomings. The skill with which he used to hit the
cricket ball during fielding practice was unforgettable. His coaching was not confined to the playing
field alone, for he took the students into the class room at times and tried to explain the theoretical
aspects of the games. He never lost his cool when the teams did not produce the expected results. In
those situations he always explained how the performances could be improved the next time.

Unfortunately for the school Jeya Master's services were not available for too long, because he moved
to Brunei with his family and spent several years there.

N Y Arasaratnam
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gdward Selvarajah Thambyah

?elvarajah Master was connected to the school
I every sense of the word. His family house ‘
lived Fiuring his teaching days, was flanked b3;
Ene sn’de othe house was the middle school and on the other the junior
hoste - Behind the house was the hostel dining hall, and in front of the

ouse th_e school play ground. He had all his schooling at Jaffna Central
and so did all his four brothers and his sons. Once his school days came
to an end, he started as a teacher at the school, still living in the same
house. He continued to live here even after his retirement and his time
there only came to an end when he left for New Zealand to join his sons.

more than anyone else,
where he grew up and
the school premises. On

Selva master was a keen sportsman during his school days and was

captain of the cricket team in 1946. After finishing hi i
‘ ] : ; g his school education
he continued his further education at Madras Christian College. On his return from India he was

appointed as a teacher at Jaffna Central.He was the main PE teacher and took charge of the
responsibility of coaching the school athletics and cricket teams at a very young age. The school
athletics team won the JSSA inter school team championship for several years running during his
coaching time. He trained the whole team for all those years single-handed. The runners, jumpers and
throwers all came under his guidance. Several of the school athletes went on to win places in the All
Ceylon Public schools meet, all because of his untiring dedication to the betterment of the school
students. Similarly the school cricket team did extremely well during his coaching days and was always
one of the leading schools in cricket. Many team members were selected to play for Jaffna Schools
during this time. He treated all students impartially and with respect at all times.

MrES THambyah

During his latter years as a coach he developed a habit of visiting the Jaffna Rest House for liquid
refreshments during the coaching sessions. He always borrowed students’ push bikes for these fleeting
visits, frequently he either brought the wrong bike back or forgot to bring back the bike altogether.
Even during this difficult time in his life he never was discourteous to the students.

He was the life and soul of the staff room, cracking jokes at the fellow teachers including the school
principal. As a good actor on stage he often played the role of comedian in plays produced by the old
boys. He was alsopopular with the Vembadi teachers, who started bringing their girls to Central
College for training, and Master ended up coaching them as well into champion athletes.

The tall striking figure of Selva Master , with the starter's gun in his hand, during the annual school
sports meet is a sight that will always remain with us.

NY Arasaratnam
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Mr Kirupaharan

A dedicated football coach

Mr Kirupaharan

.

Back Row (L

Middle Row (L to R); Yogeswaran, Sivakumar, Sivagurunathan,

Sambasivam, Fernando

Kirupaharan Master was a teacher in the late sixties. He was also the
football coach of the college during this period. It was his dedication
and interest in football which allowed JCC to excel and earn several
trophies in the local tournament. He estaiblised JCC as a leading school
in football. He took active interest in coaching the students and was
instrumental in producing some of the best footballers in the regjon.
They include V T Mahalingam, M Seevaratnam, D Puradchithasan and
many others. All the students and the sportsmen had immense respect
for him. He passed away in the eighties but his legacy is well
remembered by the Centarlites and staff.

JCC 2nd Eleven Football Team (1965)

— -., - :g l“‘-

pis = i o

foy AN Kt P b T ki T :s-\-}a"

o ol it il o h--{:“\?"‘*
nesharajah, Viswanathan, Not kn

own, Yogachandran
Joy Pragasam, Navaneetharajah, Puradchithasan,

Seated (L to R): Mr Ki i i i inci
o IA[tI:-rahan:: [P: efezp:;fl’ng::rln e(:ioach}, Aloysius (Captain). Mr S Sabalingam (Principal), Paramasivam,

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr S Nadarajah: Basketball Coach and Physics Teach -
A physicist who is instrumental in promoting ba)-"-ketba" tOCJCG::r (1958-1966)

Nadarajah Master joined JCC as a student in January 1948 just before
Ceylon became independent from Britain in February 1948. He was
resident in Rigg Hall at that time and experienced a strike organised by
the hostel students protesting against the quality of food served in the
hostel. The strike was settled by the intervention of politicians Mr
Tharmakulasingam and Mr Kumarasamy. The hostel housed students
from various parts of Ceylon and attracted all communities. The
boarders included a few well known sportsmen like R KV Premachandra
and Ainsley Van Twest. He admired the contributions of Jeyratnasin-
gam Master to JCC in sports, who captained the cricket, football and
Sl v | athletic team. Jeyratnasingam Master was also a senior prefect when

Mt s Nadarajah Nadarajah Master.was astudent at JCC. In 1956 he left JCC and pursued
a degree course in science in India. After completing his degree he
joined JCC as teacher in 1958.

Basketball was introduced to JCC by Mr Easau in 1948, who was an outstanding sportsman. Nadarajah
Master became the coach of the basketball team in 1958. In 1959 a metalled court was introduced to
play basketball. This was achieved with the support of then Prefect of Games Mr T Abraham and the
Vice Principal Mr A E Tamber. This was the beginning of a new era for basketball at JCC. In the same year
the Northern Province Basketball Association (NPBA) was formed and Nadarajah Master became its
secretary. He continued as the secretary of the NPBA until 1966. When he was a coach JCC senior and
junior (under 16) teams won a number of trophies in tournaments organised by the NPBA.

Nadarajah Master left JCC in 1966 and joined the Education Department as Chief Education Officer. He
then migrated to Canada and currently lives there. JCC students are very grateful for his contribution
to teaching and sports.

We wish him a long, happy and healthy life.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Dr Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam (Ethir)

The Student who Place

L —=——= =%
Dr N Ethirveerasingam

d the Nation and the JCC on the World Map

Ethir is a modest and courageous person ‘relﬂecting the culture of the
JCC pupils. In 1943 he enrolled at JCC. His interest, performance and
achievements in sports were commendable and there are many
positive comments from his school days. Ethir's performance in cricket,
football and athletics made him popular nationally as well as
internationally. He represented Ceylon and participated in the
Olympics, Asian Games, Commonwealth Gar_nes and other
international events. He was the first Ceylonese to win a gold medal at
the Asian Games in Tokyo and put the name of his country, the JCCand

his Tamil community on the world map.

e

Asian Games Gold Medal

He commented: There were no adult organizers or coaches. My brothers and | learned the rules and
techniques from watching school games, reading and looking at pictures in books and newspapers’.

Leaving for Helsinki Olympics in 1952

The encouragement from his parents was the pillar of his family’s success in sports.

JCC Gold Medal

College Athletic Team

L JCCIZm,
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JCC Cricket Team

He valued the Gold Medal with the School Crest which he had received from the then principal Rev. C
A Smith as much as the Gold Medal from the Asian Games in Tokyo.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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R KV Premachandra

An outstanding cricketer with exceptional talent

R K V Premachandra was one of the outstanding cricketer; and foot-
ballers at JCC in the fifties. RKV captained the football team in 1955. He
led the JCC cricket team in 1955 and 1956 and made his mark with his
exceptional batting skills. In 1955 he scored 110 runs against our rival
st. John’s College but unfortunately we could not win the match. On
this occasion St. John's College was trailing and lost eight wickets
before tea on the last day. Mr Selvaratnam who witnessed the match
wrote the following after St. John's College lost eight wickets (Souvenir,

OBA, Canada, 2006)

‘At this junction, the JCC OBA Officials sent word to the college skipper
R K V Premachandra not to finish the match before tea interval but to
prolong the game up to the tea interval. Skipper RKV was faced with an
extremely difficult decision to make, whether to comply’ with the
request of the OBA or to finish the match and be a hero of the crowd.
However skipper was compelled to comply with the request of the

Lt AR, S OBA Officials to the dismay of the crowds.
Mr R KV Premachandra

match commenced after a great Tea and
everyone expecting an early win for
Jaffna Central. But the St. John's batsmen
were holding the fort, batting with
determination and purpose. The time
was running Central has lost its grip. St.
John's batsmen batting stubbornly. The
crowd on the other hand was shouting |
for the Centralites to go for the kill. The
skipper went all out using all his best
bowlers, quickies Prarajasingham attack-
ing and even the fielders were positioned
just in front of the batsman not even
yards from the bat. But of no avail. St
Johns batsmen were holding on, doing a | i
wonderful job for their college. Finally JCC 15 Eleven Cricke:t Team -1954
the match ended up in a draw with ‘

jubilation from St. John's camp.’
Sportsmanship prevailed in cricket and Centralites always enjoyed watching cricket and respected the
skills of all players. In 1957 RKV scored 90 against St. John’s College and the game ended again in a
draw. RKV's reign in the sports arena continued until 1958. His popularity among students and staff
and quality of leadership earned him a position as Senior Prefect in 1958, After leaving the school he

joi?ed the police force of Sri Lanka as a sub-inspector and he rose to the position as Superintendent of
Police.

Coutesy of Or N Ethirves ssingam

He passed away after suffering a heart attack. This sports legend’s legacy is well remembered by the
students, teachers and sport enthusiasts in the fifties.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Sivasampu Suntheralingam
An excellent leader and a sportsman who led the JCC prefects and the football team.

Suntheralingam studied at JCC from 1951 to 1961. He was well
respected by students and teachers. His passion for sports was well
recognised by Centralites. He represented our college 2nd Eleven
cricket team and led the team in 1956. It became the champion of the
tournament organised by the Jaffna Schools Sports Association.
He played for the JCC 1st Eleven cricket team from 1956 to 1960 and
was the vice captain of the 1st Eleven cricket team that was led by M
Seevaratnam (who joined the police force and finally became the
Deputy Inspector General of Police)

Mr S Suntheralingam

The team’s performance in beating our rivals St John's College is well remembered by Centralites. He
played a crucial role by batting well and taking the wicket of SJC's best batsman Shanmuga@jah. After
the fall of this wicket, our bowler Segarajasinghe wrapped up the innings of SJC by taking seven
wickets.

1960 JCC First XI Cricket Team

(6) (7) S aratnam
(2) R. Mahendran (4) D Dharmarajah (6) S. Jeyaratnam (7) 5. Alaga
: .Ma ;

Standing L-R
(8) D. Pathmadeva
: (Cat)
T. W. Jayaseelan N. Segarajasingam, M. Seevaratnam (Capt)
gam, T. W. - ’ =

Seated L-R : J. Kanaganaya garajasinghe

S_Suntheralingam (VCapt), A. B. Se

N TEAM
UNDEFEATED CHAMPIONS 1960 - CRICKET 1ST ELEVE
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While at JCC, his interests for sports continued and he played football, hockey and basketball for our
nd was a member of the athletic team which won the JSSA

college. He also participated in athletics a . !
trophy for becoming the Jaffna champion (this trophy was won by the JCC for nine consecutive years).
the college’s 1st Eleven soccer team in 1960.

He excelled in discus throw and shot put. He led _ :
Suntheralingam has the distinct achievement of obtaining the JCC colours in soccer, cricket, athletics

and basketball. Above all he was the senior prefect of JCCin 1961.

College in Ceylon. He took the oath as Attorney-at-Law in

After leaving school, he studied law at Law
e Saram (the oldest law firm in Sri Lanka) as a Professional

1971. He joined a leading law firm, F.J. &G. D
Assistant and became its Partner from 1980-2000.

| know Suntheralingam well as he was the coach of the 3rd Eleven cricket team in 1961, which |
represented for JCC. He now lives in Sri Lanka and Australia.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Jeya Kanganayagam
An all-round cricketer with exceptional natural talent

};}:"aezajr‘ncggr?ayagam wag pgpularly known as Kanex by his friends. He
J in the late sixties. Kanex was a popular cricketer amon
studenFs and .teachers of JCC. He was a good all-rounder wita
:ac(?str:?nr:atlhskﬂl in .spin bowling. His popularity and leadership skills
Loty e captain of the JFZC 1st Eleven cricket team in 1962 He also
the Jaffna Schools cricket team. His performance in local
tourname.nts and against outstation teams earned him a place
representing the Tamil Union Cricket Club. He then played for the Bur-
gl"ner Recreation Cricket in Colombo. His enthusiasm to train the JCC
cricketers continued even after leaving the college. After a brief career

with cricket clubs in Colombo from 1970
: to 1973 he moved to
Jeya Kanganayagam Singapore and represented its National Team.

He emigrated to Canada and played for the Centurions. While in Canada Kanex passionately
contributed his valuable time to activities of JCC OBA.

th
He passed away on 24™" January 1997 after suffering a heart attack. This JCC cricket legend's legacy is
well remembered by the JCC students and teachers.

Prof R K Guganesharajah

VT Mahalingam
An outstanding sportsman who excelled in cricket, soccer and athletics.

T P Drees = “ V T Mahalingam joined the Jaffna Central College in the early sixties. He
was a natural sportsman with outstanding talent and was well known in

‘ Sri Lanka. His outstanding performance in cricket, football and athletics
is well remembered by Centralites. He was elected as the captain of the

‘ athletic team in 1961 and he also successfully led the cricket team in
1963. He excelled in athletics particularly in high jump and long jump.

‘ He became first in these events at the JSSA athletic events in 1962.VT
Mahalingam was one of a few athletes to reach almost the six foot mark

‘ in high jump at that time. He was the long jump record holder in the
JSSA athletic events at that time. \ T Mahalingam was very popular

‘ among staff and students and earned him a position as a senior prefect

| 23 il | o 1964.
| .o::. FAPECTOR CF POLICE
SiED: isee. ‘ After his education at JCC he joined the police force as a Sub Inspector

| in 1964. While in the police force he participated in sports events and

| S % ; ‘ represented the police department. He passed away in 1966 in an
I SIS~ accident. We are very unfortunate to lose such a talented sportsman in

the early stages of his career. He made his mark in the JCC sports history and is well remembered by all

Centralites and teachers.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr N Y Arasaratnam: BSc(Eng)(Hons), MICE, CEng

—  Mr Arasaratnam is popularly known as Aras among Centralites and
teachers. He joined JCC in 1955 from its sister school Vembadi Girls
High School He is one of the best all-rounders witnessed by the
Centralites in the history of JCC. He excelled in his studies as well as in
sports; becoming third in the NPTA examination in 1959, with
distinctions in all eight subjects. Aras was also a member of the JCC
Board of Prefects in 1962.

Aras gained distinction in a number of sports including athletics,
crickets, hockey, football and basketball. In athletics he became the
Junior Champion in 1959. We all remember his performance when
Mr N Y Arasaratnam becoming first in the 100 m and the high jump events. He further

demonstrated his ability in athletics by becoming champion in the JSSA athletic event in 1964,
reaching first in shot put and discus throw. He excelled in cricket and was elected as the captain of the
3rd Eleven Team in 1959, at the time when the 3rd Eleven cricket was introduced in Jaffna. Continuing
to perform well in cricket, he was elected as the captain of the 2nd Eleven team in 1963, and finally
represented the college 1st Eleven Cricket team. Other sports that he played at college level included
football hockey, and he was a member of the JCC under 15 basket ball team which became champion
in the regional tournament.

The College Cricket 37 Team

%frtesr}izé::;ngojlig he dentered the Faculty of Engineering University of Ceylon in 1964. There his passon
Continilng o dlcr:ue : :at and !\e became the captain of the university basketball team in 1967.
well in athletics he became the university champion in shot put and high jump. On

completing his degree in 1969, he ranked first among all engineering students,

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Arumanayagam Patkunarajah
A Cricketer with Natural Talent

Patkunarajah is a naturall

y talented cricketer with exceptional skills in
leadership. He inhe

rited his leadership role from his father Mr V
Arumanayagam, who captained the JCC 1st Eleven cricket team in
1936 and 1937. Mr Arumanayagam was very popular among students
and teachers and reached the rank of school senior prefect in 1937. His
enthusiasm for watching cricket and encouraging the JCC cricket team

continued after leaving school. He regularly entertained the JCC cricket
team.

First Eleven Cricket Team 1937 (Mr Arumanayagam seated centre)

.He had the
Like his father, Patkunarajah earned the respect of all the students a;nd the t.ec?(g T;znr;tze}r{se el
distinct career achievement of leading the JCC 1st, 2nd anc(ij 3rr1ds etci::nn E'::embers’ bc;wling skills at
P He use i
' en tactician and all rounder. ; el e
e ‘a?d te:nfz;?vto change the game in favour of JCC. Patkunarajah a";VaV?I aP(irtnl:unarajah
igs‘.roi?r:;aeried his team members on their performance and treated them as ‘:1 e;:;'lr t);\.e )
SC rpd 103 runs in 53 minutes against Hardly Clege and won the P Nadesgn trop ?imes e
: (0 E“ 1966, which was presented by Mr P. Nadesan Managing Dlrecmr,t M S
rLe‘Z, I:itign c;fvgatlkunarajah's contribution to cricket, a trophy hac! been pfos:,n ke(;en Sl
early990‘s to the fastest scoring individual in Jafffa. The Cemrta:litiz airoen
MY o \
presentation of this trophy to individuals who excel in cricketin g
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1960 JCC 3" Eleven Cricket Team | i

Seated (Left - Right): Selvarajah Thambyah
Mr.AE. Tambar, Rajen

He is a good athlete and was the member of the JCC athletic team from 1965 to 1967. He also
represented the JCC 2nd eleven football team in 1964 and 1965.

Perinpanathan,

He was a member of the Tamil Uni
Saravanamuthu Trophy Tournament
cricket team and very highly values

on Athletic and Cricket Club and played cricket in the
iN1967. He passionately keeps the photographs of the school
_ them. Above all, he is a good communicator and has been
regularly in touch with most of his school friends, teachers and fellow members of his cricket team.

Patkunarajah is a very cio:?e friend of mine. | was fortunate to be in his 1st, 2nd and 3rd eleven cricket
teams and regard this period as a marvellous and glorious time of my career.

Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Our Leading Cricketers - Mid Sixties

3

V Ambalavanar

V Ambalavanar

Smbalavanar was a pace bowler during his time in the mid sixties. The
atsmen rather thought twice whether to play their normal strokes when he

was bowling. He was a nightmare to the batsmen. He was physically very
strong and he used to bow| longer spells without getting tired. Most of the

time he got the necessary early wickets. He was a very hostile bowler and
batsmen played him Very cautiously to avoid getting hurt.

K Shanmugalingam

Shanmugalingam was well known for his remarkable fast bowling
partnership with Donald Ganeshakumar. His natural athleticism ensured
that he was accurate and had stamina. Although he was an unorthodox
batsman he contributed some valuable runs at the time. He was so muscular
in built that team members called him the "Iron Man". Shanmugalingam was
the District Cricket Coach, Jaffna, from 2001 to 2004. Following this he
became the Cricket Coach of Srilanka Minor Districts Team which toured
Malaysia in 2006. In recognition of his talent and previous performances as
K Shanmugalingam cricket coach h_e was re-appointed ‘Jaffr!a District Coach by the SriLanka
Cricket Board. Since his appointment in this new position in 2009 he has been
actively involved in training young cricketers in the Jaffna District.

T Nadarajah

Nadarajah was one of the most highly regarded medium pace bowlers in the
mid sixties. With his seam bowling he baffled many good batsmen in Jaffna
schools as well as in outstation schools. When the ball was given to him as a
captain one didn't have to worry about the score board because he was one
of the most economical bowlers in the side. Besides being economical most
of the time, he got the break through the side when needed.

T Nadarajah

V Gangatharan

Everyone knows Gangatharan as one of the finest wicket keepers Central
College has produced. In addition to his excellent wicket keeping he was a

liable opening batsman. Very rarely he did lose his wicket early in an
ivnerrl?,ngs! His fo?wardgand back foot defensive was so solid that most of the

opening bowlers fond it difficult to get his wicket. When he got to the crease
he made sure that he got the shine off the balls so that the .other batsman
would not have much difficulty in facing the new ball. His 'far,nous four
catches behind the wicket in inter zone finals at St Benedict's College
Colombo made him very popular and after the game the Qolqmbo news
papers called him "Great Ganga ". He has taken some match winning catches
and stumping for the team which I'm sure people who have seen him playing
will always remember.

V Gangatharan

A Patkunarajah and Prof RK Guganesharajah

1 .l 3 JCCI{JC';LF:PAAL COLLEGE




K W Vimalarajan:
An outstanding sportsman

K W Vimalarajan studied at JCC from 1955 to 1966. He was a good
sportsman and represented JCC in soccer, basketball and athletics, He
excelled in inter-house athletic events and local events. He captained
the college soccer team in 1966.

After leaving school he continued to participate in sports activities. He
is the record holder in 110 metres hurdle events in Mercantile and Sri
Lanka Amateur Athletic meets. He established the record in 1971 and
1972 events. In 1971 he participated in the All Indian Athletic Meet in
Bangalore and won 3rd place. He was the Assistant Director of Sports
for North East Province from 1999 to 2007. Currently he is a consultant
K W Vimalarajan in sports for the Northern Province

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

S Sivasothy:
A good cricketer and natural spin bowler

S Sivasothy joined JCCin 1959 and came from Karainagar. He was in the
college hostel until he left JCC in 1967. He represented the JCC 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Eleven cricket teams. He is a natural spin bowler and good team
member. He was elected as the captain of the cricket team in 1967. In
the same year he was also the JCC Senior Prefect. His performances in
rescuing our cricket team at critical periods were commendable. A Pat-
kunarajah said the following about this talented spinner in an
inter-zonal cricket tournament played in Colombo.

In 1965 Colombo schools elected to bat and the opening batsmen
were off to a flying start scoring 68 for no loss. Sivasothy was brought
into the attack. This spinning wizard struck a length from first over and
sent back both the opening batsmen. He continued to get a few more of their top order batsmen and
had the best bowling analysis by taking 5 wickets for 46 runs. This was one of the best bowling
performances | have seen in school cricket in Sti Lanka.’

S Sivasothy

After leaving the school Sivasothy studied at a private institution at Jaffna College and entered the
Um\felrsnty of Peradeniya to pursue a BA degree course, He represented the university cricket team and
participated in tournaments. After completing the degree he joined the Bank of Ceylon and became

the district manager until his retirement. He also served as the treasurer of the Sri Lanka Umpires
Association.

He passed away in 2007. His contribution to cricket is well remembered by all Centralites and teachers.

Compiled by Prof RK Guganesharajah
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D Puradchithasan
A dedicated sportsman who excels in cricket, football and athletics.

ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁﬁ;ﬁar&fgﬂ?&ic‘irll 1957. I-!e has 'Fhe distinct achievement of captaining the JCC cricket and
; els in athletics. He is passionate for sports and a friend of many Centralites. He

is well organised and very prompt in helpi
: ping others. He has an excellent database
team photos and details of most of the leading JCC sportsmen and teachers P

JCC 1ST Eleven Cricket Team (1969)
D Puradchithasan seated in the middle

In his school days he passionately watched sport events, admired JCC’s participation in sports and
determined to bring fame to our JCC. He played cricket and football for the JCC 2nd Eleven and 1st
Eleven teams. He captained the college 1st Eleven football team in 1967 and two years later he led the
college 1st Eleven cricket team. He was also a member of the Jaffna schools cricket team in 1967 and
1968. His interests in athletics is commendable and he represented the JCC at the Sri Lanka public
schools athletic meet in 1967 and 1968. | had the opportunity to play the 2nd Eleven football with

Puradchithasan and enjoyed playing with him.

Puradchithasan now lives in Canada and actively participates in welfare activities for the JCC.

Compiled by Prof RK Guganesharajah
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G S Shantheekaren
A well recognised talented sportsman

Gladwin. Sabaratnam Shantheekaran was a couple of yearsjunior_to me
at college but when | was asked to write about him on this prestigious
souvenir | jumped at the idea because | knew Shantheekaran not only
as friend at college but even after he left college and he always was in
touch with me and my family . Shantheekaran was lovingly known as
Shanthi to all who knew him and he is very well known in Jaffna and
elsewhere for his great qualities. He always thinks of the other person
first and puts himself last. He is always friendly with everyone and has
no temper. He was an inspiration for all the youngsters at college at that

time.

GHGhantheckaren He was one of the greatest all rounders Jaffna Central has produced. He
not only excelled in studies at college but he captained college basket ball, hockey and foot ball and
vice captained the cricket team too. He was also a member of the College Board of Prefects,. He
represented Jaffna School in cricket, basket ball and hockey teams. After leaving college he showed a
lot of interest in the college activities. He started working at Bank of Ceylon and represented the Bank
in basket ball, cricket and captained the hockey team. He was a member of the National Services
hockey team and captained the Basket ball team too. He also played cricket for Tamil Union cricket and
athletic club and with his magical leg spin bowling he mesmerized many great batsmen in club cricket
which considered to be at 1st class level in Sri Lanka. He captained the hockey team at Tamil Union
which won the Daily News trophy. He was also a member of the Sri Lanka Basket ball team which
took part in the 8th Asian basket ball championship in Thailand in 1975. | think he is the only one
so far in Central College history to play Basket ball at national level.

Shantheeekaran’s father late Mr. Sabaratnam was also a great cricketer who played for Jaffna Central in
1938. Shanthi’s three brothers were also highly talented sportsmen

Late Godwin Sabaratnam Baskaran (at JCC from 1955 to 1964). He was the older Brother of
Shanthi

He was a member of the college cricket team 1963 and 1964. His match saving partnership with
Winston Williams against St. John ‘s College after appealing due to bad light denied by the umpires in
1963 was a remarkable innings.

He was also a member of the college basket ball and hockey teams and
played football for the under16 team.

Late Garwin Sabaratnam Vinokaran (at JCC from 1957 to 1970)
Played cricket, hockey and football. Member of the college cricket team

in 1970 which beat St. Johns by an innings. He represented Jaffna
schools under 18 cricket team and also the hockey team.

| wish him all the very best.

G S Vinokaran

Compiled by A. Patkunarajah
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A tribute to Mr Kandiah:
A Great Curator

When | was asked to write somethin
this was a good opportunity for me

what he had done for many years for the sportsmen during his tenure
at Jaffna Central College, es

pecially at cricket practice. When we got to
the grounds for our cricket Practice at 4.00 P.M, there would be nice hot
Horlicks ready in the dressing room to refresh us and then at the end of
the practice he would come with some nice lime juice to quench our
thirst, and eggs for us to take home. Beside being a curator he always
made it a point that our cricketing gear was in good shape, especially
the bats and the batting pads and gloves. He was very energetic as a
curator. Moreover he was a great motivator for all of us too. When we

Mr Kandiah won a game he was the most happiest man and if lost he always said:
Courtsey of T Gnaratnasingham ; +
don't worry, play well in the next game.

'd like to recall an incident, which | will always remember. Before we went to play the final game
against Colombo north in the zonal tournament in 1966, our players didn't have any e_xper.ience on tu_rf
wicket at all at that time, so we asked Mr. Kandiah: what shall we do? He gave usa bright idea. He said
let us water a small even stretch of land and use the heavy roller on_it and_ make it more even, and dry
the area well for a day or two. He told us to bat on that surface. His mt_ennon for_ doing that was for us
to get a general feeling of batting on a greener surface. He really did some sincere hard wor_k and
prepared that strip for us. Donald Ganeshakumar (Captainefj Jaffna Schoots.} and a few players wetrz
practiced on it for about three days and that little bit of experience helped U,S in tl.\e final game. Dor;a
Ganeshakumar scored 83 runs and | scored 27 runs. Donald Ganeshakumar's inning was considered as
one of the finest innings played at St Benedict College turf that year.

| consider Mr. Kandiah as one of the finest gentlemen | have met during my college days.

God bless his soul and his family.

A.Patkunarajah
Mr Kandiah - Our Immortal Ground Boy

Kandiah was loved by all sport kids, especially the cr}icke;jt.er; at 4a1:‘f2§
d students, Kandiah reig
ntral College! Among teachers an ’

Efpreme for forty years with his exemplary Zxamptl_e! T|1':Ie SE::c;?aghd}jZ
i or ;

i ina schools in Jaffna had great admira ion f .

maas”oI:ngI:g who never needed any kind of supervision :j)r T(udgligg

WhiIe at work on the pitch. Meticulous, loyal anq dedlcatfe h— K::diah

xas an embodiment of all these! Kandiah prepan{?g thﬂe p:tca;]d it

i i boundary flags,

i mat, Kandiah planting t.hle : ) G /
m“lgg t?ui;ot:r?cing out with the lime juice j.ar during .ci:nks ':)r.-i?:d
K'.?nselivere 3 treat to watch, fully embedded in evelzy c(:l_c heteerip Hip;

i iah —
Mr Kandiah and JCC 'tl'h?ee hearty cheers to our evergreen Centralite Kan
r sandia
Cricketers Hurray!

"So Say All Of Us!" - From all Central Cricketers
"Heis a jolly good Fellow!"
T.Gnanaratnasingham
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Importance of Turf Wicket to JCC :
A Patkunarajah |
|

—1  Cricket is becoming popular around the world particularly in the last

few years when IPL was introduced. Currently the International Cricket |
Council (ICC) is spending a lot of time and money to promote cricket I
wherever possible. That's why they want to keep some minor countries |
participating even in the next World Cup which is going to be held in '
2015. The purpose of including the countries is to lift the standard of

cricket and to make the game more popular. Although cricket is not a |
national game in Sri Lanka, it is the most popular game being played. Sri |
Lanka got the test status in 1981 and since then the sport gradually |
turned from amateur into professional cricket. Today all 1st class |
cricketers in Sri Lanka are professional cricketers and this allowed them

A Patkunarajah to make a living by playing this great game.

The grass root level of cricket starts at school level in Sri Lanka. So it is important that we provide proper 5
guidance, coaching and create the proper environment to practice and play, especially in outstation
schools where the facilities are limited. Today, most of the schools in Sri Lanka have Under 14, 16, 18
cricket teams participating in the national cricket tournaments organized by the Sri Lanka School
Cricket Body and supported by Cricket Sri Lanka. It is an accepted practice that a high standard of
cricket (such as test matches, one day internationals and 1st class games) is played on turf wickets.
Therefore it will be good for our young cricketers in Jaffna to get used to playing on turf as quickly as
possible.

In Jaffna, all the schools play cricket on matting wickets. In the past we mostly played against the other
Jaffna schools with the exception of one or two outstation school games in which we were needed to
play on turf. Today schools in Jaffna have more opportunity to play against outstation schools and
most of the schools in Colombo, Kandy and the South have turf wickets. Matting pitches are generally
bouncy all the time. But turf wickets can be very different depending on the type of wicket. For this
reason most of our Jaffna schools struggle and fail when they go out and play on turf, therefore | :'
strongly believe that constructing a few turf wickets at Jaffna Central will help our budding cricketers
to get to know the art of playing on turf. That way they can prove themselves and catch the eyes of the
national team selectors and become 1st class professional players.

There are some great tips given by R. Naguleswaran, a past Cricket ;_
Captain at Jaffna Central College, a great seam bowler and an all-rounder.  §
He also represented Sri Lanka in the under 25 Cricket National Team and
was amember of the Sri Lanka Board President Eleven. He also has plenty
of experience playing in English wickets. | personally thank
Naguleswaran for sharing his valuable experience which helped me in
writing this article.

The following are the kind of wickets you can get in turf pitches.

Soft Wicket: soft wicket means that the ball will play quite slowly, and the ﬂ

R Naguleswaran bounce will be uneven. This type of wicket is not ideal to bat first on, and |

quite often, the wicket will dry out as the day goes on, or as the match

goes on. So, if given the option on a moist wicket, it is probably a good starting point to think of

bowling first, as you will give your bowlers the advantage of a wicket that will play unevenly for the
batters and the ball will be slower off the face of the bat, making it harder for the batters to score run.

il JCC é?ﬁr“i&mu];



Hard Wicket: A hard wicket will mean that the ball will bo
a lot harder, meaning that the ball will also come off the
the boundary quicker!!! On this sort of wicket, all other t

to give your team first chance to bat on this wicket, as th
die as the match progresses.

unce more evenly and will come onto the bat
bat more easily. This will help the ball get to
hings being equal, you would probably want
e bounce and pace of the wicket will probably

Dry Wicket: A dry wicket usually has cracks in
progresses, especially when the conditions are d
cause the cracks in the first place, and this type
breaking up of the wicket is a symptom of the fa
soil together due to the dry conditions.

it. These cracks will tend to open up as the game
ry and hot. It is these dry and hot conditions that
of wicket will usually break up and turn dusty. The
ctthat the grass has little or no root system to hold the

Depending on th‘:—‘ abOV? pace, bounce and turn will be different and in some cases, when the wicket
has too much moisture, it will pop off a length as well. If the wicket has a bit more green grass then it

will seem more than usual. The ideal pitch will offer bowlers some pace and at the same time enable
the batsman to play their shots as well.

Preparing a good wicket is an art. They say that Preparing a wicket is like looking after a new born baby.
Mowing, scarifying and brushing, aeration, watering, rolling, fertilizer application, preparation of the
square, preparation of the pitch, match day, pitch repair and renovation and maintenance of the
outfield etc. are key areas in preparing a turf wicket. The cost of maintaining a turf wicket is very much
higher than that of maintaining a matting wicket. It is a fundamental principle that you cannot play
good cricket on poor wickets. Cricket was introduced at Jaffna Central in 1881 by the then Principal
Rev. Webster and this was the occasion of the introduction of the game of cricket to Jaffna Peninsula
too. The historic records from Rev W.M.P Wilkes, who was the Captain of the Jaffna Town Club and the
Principal of JCC from 1903 to 1906 and subsequently 1910 to 1916 brings us an important message for
us.

In the early days cricket was played on turf wicket at Central often towards the end of a game the
wickets were bouncy and dangerous, therefore it was replaced with artificial pitch overlaid with coir
mat. so this is a clear evidence that turf wickets are not new to Jaffna Central.College .

To prepare and maintain turf wickets we need to have the following resources:

+ Experienced curator and support staff

» Pitch preparation and maintenance equipment

» Special soil for the pitch

« Special grass

+ Automatic sprinkling system

+ Off season maintenance

- Ground maintenance - proper storm water drainage system

Finally, if Jaffna Central College want to produce good cricketers who can go on to represent the
National side or to play 1st class professional cricket, then it is a must for us to find ways and means to

re-Introduce turf wickets at Jaffna Central
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Principals and Teachers

Rev. James Lynch

Revs, James Lynch and Thomas Squance were responsible for
commencing a new phase of English education in Jaffna. They were
Wesleyan Methodist missionaries and arrived in Galle, Ceylon on 29th
June 1814. James Lynch became the chairman of the missionaries in

| iS Il b I an man Il{) Ca“ea!lotESta“t n ':92 at

As.part of the educational policy of the Wesleyan Mission, James Lynch of-
ﬁc:ally' purchased the old Orphan House and Lutheran Church
opposite the Esplanade, from the Government of Ceylon on 1st August
o e Tynch 1816. The Jaffna Wesleyan English School was founded in 1817 on the site

‘ purchased from the Government. The schoo! was under the direct control
of Rev. Lynch until 1819. When establishing the English school Rev Lynch was assisted by Rev. T

Squance and Rev. R Carver. In 1819 the missionaries met at their third annual conference at Galle. They
decided at this conference to divide Ceylon into two districts, Sinhalese and Tamil, and elected Rev.
Lynch as the Chairman of the Tamil District. In the reorganisation Madras became a part of the Tamil
District and Rev. Lynch practically carried out his duties from Madras. Under the changes the Wesleyan
English School came under the direct control of Rev. Thomas Squance from 1817 to 1819. He was
succeeded by Rev. Robert Carver who remained in charge until 1824. It is worth reading about the
origin of our school in the extract of an article by Mr Manickavasagar which is included in the souvenir
and given below.

“The Governor Sir Brownrigg speaks:

As a subject that will be interesting to you, | take the liberty to forward the last Annual Report of our
Bible Society. Robert Brownrigg, Kings House, Colombo

At Jaffna, the care of the government has provided a still more liberal establishment - 70 boys are
instructed daily by the Rev. James Lynch, one of the Wesleyan Missionaries.In short Jaffna Central
College is the Oldest, Permanent School founded in the area of the pre-Portuguese Kingdom of Jaffna.
It was founded as an English School by Rev. James Lynch in 1815, named Jaffna Wesleyan English
School in 1817, re-named as Jaffna Central School by Rev. Dr Peter Percival in 1834 and upgraded as
Jaffna Central College in 1869."

Lvynch House
gﬂ@e‘r B)6060LD (;‘
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In recognition of Rev. Lynch's contribution to JCC a school athletic ‘house’ has been n_amed after him.
In 1824 Rev. Lynch retired as chairman. He was succeeded by Rev. Carver o ol ST o
school at that time. These changes led to Rev. Joseph Roberts being appointed Principal of our school.

Rev. Lynch left a legacy to be remembered by all the Centralites.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Rev. Dr Peter Percival: Principal 1834-1851

Rev. Dr Peter Percival was a popular and dedicated principal of our
Alma Mater, JCC. He succeeded Rev. Joseph Roberts in 1924. Above all
he was responsible for promoting ‘Centralism’ as discussed by Mr T
Parajasingam (2011), which cultivated the values of fairness, equality
and religious integrity among students and teachers. He brought a
new ethos to the school and renamed the Wesleyan English School to
Jaffna Central School. He was a person of outstanding ability, very
energetic and highly organised. Rev. Percival took an active interest in
learning Tamil and preached in Tamil to the congregation.

During his period as a Principal he introduced a boarding department
and appointed several talented and efficient teachers which included
Mr Brown Sinnathamby, Mr Mackenstry, Mr Kangaretnam, Mr
Crowther and Mr Koch. He also revised the curriculum to include
Rev.Dr Peter Percival algebra, mensuration, natural philosophy and modern history.

Rev. Percival was closely associated with Arumuga Navalar who was a scholar in Tamil and Hinduism,
a student at JCC and thereafter a teacher at the school. Arumuga Navalar was entrusted with the task
of translating the Holy Bible into Tamil because of his outstanding proficiency and talent in Tamil. He
completed his task to the satisfaction of the Christians in Ceylon and India.

Rev. Percival returned to the United Kingdom in 1851. After completing the furlough he was expected
to continue his service but declined owing to some disagreement with the Secretary in London.
However, his passion for helping communities in the Indian subcontinent never diminished. He
returned to Madras University as Professor of Oriental Studies. Many Centralites went to Madras
University at that time and he warmly supported and helped them. A statue of Peter Percival exists in
the Senate Building of Madras University. It is a valued memorial in recognition of the services of a
great man. In recognition of Rev. Percival’s contribution to JCC a school athletic ‘house’ was named
after him. Rev. Percival was succeded by Rev. John Walton who remained as Principal until 1854.

Percival House
Guiydleusd E606VID

f&"&iﬁ{c"mi‘a‘\“‘a)’s valued talent, worked against repression and discrimination and set examples for
s and teachers. He left his legacy at JCC and will always be revered by the Centralites.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Rev. D P Niles: Acting Principal 1870 to 1872 and

Vice Principal 1869 to 1878 1886 to 1887,

::Er;iactentril Schoaol, fo'unded by Rev. Dr Peter Percival was awarded
Skl lésoq(? a college in 1869 gnd its name was changed to Jaffna
okl e ege.DIt was thg dedication and the contributions of the
ey ger Dr John KI|I."|?F and the Principal Mr Rhodes which

elped it to achieve the position of a college. In order to adhere to its
new statu‘s, the curriculum of the school was revised and further
changes in its structure were introduced. The curriculum was
enhanced to comprise the Matriculation Standard and the Firstin Arts
stan(?lafd of Madras University. The affiliation with Madras University
prc.)\rlded a unique status to JCC. The changes included facilities to
train teachers for the schools in the District, Unfortunately Mr Rhodes
who was the Principal from 1867 to 1870, could not continue a::
Principal of the College because of Mrs Rhodes’ death in 1870.

Rev. D P Niles

Representations made to England to appoint a new principal were not successful. The responsibility
finally fell into the hands of Rev. D P Niles who was the Vice Principal of the college at that time. He
joined the Wesleyan Mission in 1861 and was the Principal of Pointpedro English School (currently
known as Hartley College) before joining JCC in 1868. (His son Mr W D Niles was the District Judge of
Jaffna from 1925 to 1928 and his grandson Rev. D T Niles was the Principal of JCC from 1956 to 1962.)

When Rev. Niles was the Acting Principal the college employed several new teachers and excelled in
education. In its first year as a college, S Nagalingam, passed the Matriculation and obtained First Class
Honours. He was awarded a prize in mathematics and was the first to achieve these accolades in
Ceylon. The students’ hostel was first established in 1834 by Rev. Percival. The hostel was housed in
'Hope Cottage' from 1854. This was the building allocated to the Vice Principals Dr K
Theivananthampillai and Mr S Mahalingam in the 1960s. In 1870 Hope Cottage was renovated and
given as residence to the town minister who was also the Warden of the hostel. Mr Niles left the
college in 1878 and rejoined in 1886. He made several changes to the college. As the number of
students in the hostel increased the hostel was moved to a new site adjoining St. Paul’s and the
Preparatory School. The latter was moved to the site of the Tennis Court. The new hostel was named
‘Rigg Hall’ in honour of the Rev. Edmond Rigg who retired as Chairman in 1888. In 1895 Rigg Hall was
moved back to its original site.

Rev. D P Niles was instrumental in introducing changes and maintaining the status of JCC as a college.
His contribution was acknowledged by the Synod in 1886. Rev. Niles retired from JCC in 1897 but left

his legacy to be remembered by all the Centralites.

Compiled by Prof RK Guganesharajah : g
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934 and We Live by His Gifts -D T Niles by S W Ariarajah)
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Rev. W Towers Garret BA: Principal 1891-1893, 1896-1898 and 1901-1 903

Rev. Garret became a Principal of JCC in 1891 and served
intermittently for about nine years. He succeeded Rev. R Middleton
Weaver who was the Principal in 1890. Rev. Garret continued the
policy of his predecessors in maintaining the status of the college,

After his first spell as Principal at JCC he was succeeded by Rev.
Gabriel Leese in 1894 who was known for introducing football to
JCC. This also marked the introduction of football to Jaffna. In 1898
Central won the Jaffna Gymkhana Cup for the first time in an athletic
competition held for Jaffna schools. The silver cup was presented by
an association which existed in the late 19th century with the
Government Agent as President.

Rev. W T Garret

Rev. Garret took charge of the college again in 1896 and served until 1898 as Principal. In 1897 the
college was affiliated with Calcutta University. Central also kept its affiliation with the University of
Madras and students continued to sit for examinations. During this period the students from Jaffna
College and Jaffna Hindu College sat for the examinations conducted by Calcutta University. In 1901
the Indian University Commission sent a report to the Indian Government expressing dissatisfaction
among Ceylon Colleges with Calcutta University. At that time Central had ceased its affiliation with
Madras University but opted to re-affiliate with it. The re-affiliation materialised in 1905. But the Ceylon
Government opposed the affiliations of the Ceylon colleges with the Indian universities and
encouraged them to take up the examinations conducted by the Cambridge Local and the London
University Examinations. However, the Ceylon Government's attitude was viewed by Rev. Garret with
considerable apprehension. In 1907, in line with the Government's recommendations, JCC students
sat for the Cambridge Local and the London University Examinations.

Rev. Garret retired from principalship in 1898 and was at Batticaloa until 1900. He went on furlough in
1900 and returned to JCCin 1901 and continued as Principal until 1903. Between the years 1901 and
1903 no less than 14 students obtained a First in Arts Examination of Calcutta University. Rev. Garret
continued to promote sports at JCC. Sports were a regular feature and included cricket and soccer. In
1901 a swimming club was introduced at JCC.

Rev. Garret retired in 1903. His performance at our college helped to enhance the status of our college
in the field of education. Rev. Garret’s efforts to revive the status of JCC as a leading institution for
education and sports are well recognised by the Centralites and teachers.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Mr W Romaine Cooke: Vice Principal 1901 to 1917

:\ﬂgro\;'\ft Rc;malne‘Caokte was appointed as Vice Principal of JCC from
. 0! 917. His dedication and contribution to JCC made their mark
in the history of our college. When Rev. W T Garret retired as Principal
In 1898, Revds. George B Robeson, Edward O Martin and Arthur
Lockwood acted as Principals for successive periods until 1901. Rev
Edward Martin was responsible for Inaugurating the monthly coliegé

magfazine The Central’ in 1901. This magazine continued to be
published until 1902.

Mr W Romaine Cooke was referred to in the Memorial Edition (1934) as
a 'builder of school’. Mr Cooke was the architect and engineer who
supervised the construction of the Assembly Hall which was
Mr W Romaine Cooke completed in 1910. He designed the college crest himself and
introduced the college colours. He painted the crest in chocolate and
blue. The Memorial Edition (1934) describes it as follows:

‘On the upper arc of the crest was inscribed the
name of the College - Jaffna Central College - and
on the lower arc the motto in gloriam dei optimi
maximi. Two significant emblems, a key,
symbolising the college as an instrument that
unlocks doors leading to knowledge and a musical
instrument (guitar), denoting the Historic Yazl
associated with Jaffna (the city was founded by a
blind Minstrel who came from India singing to the
accompaniment of the melodious Yazl), were also
inscribed in gold on the two upper corners of the | :
shield at the centre. A golden orb of the rising sun, | Romaine Hall O08A
symbolising the light of learning that radiatesfrom . =l B 11, —
the school was placed above the shield. The beautiful crest, the elegant colours, and the inspiring
motto embodying the most sublime and lofty sentiment, all reflect great credit to Cooke.’

Mr W Romaine Cooke retired in 1917. His contributions to our Alma Mater are significant to our
college history. From the Memorial Edition (1934): ‘Mr W Romaine Cooke whose genius and work had
been the pride of Central for nearly seventeen years, laid down his mantles of office and took to
planting in 1917. The void created by his departure has not been adequately filled even unto this day.’

Romaine House
QT GELouilesr @)606VLD
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Cooke's contribution to JCCa school athletic ‘house’ was named after
story of JCC and is remembered by all Centralites.

In recognition of Mr W Romaine
him. He made his mark in the hi

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Rev. W M P Wilkes BA, LIP: Principal 1903-1908 and 1910-1916

Rev. W M P Wilkes resumed office as Principal of JCC in 1903. He was
assisted by Mr W Romaine Cooke as Vice Principal and Mr J K
Chanmukam as Head-master. Under this triumvirate the college
excelled in education and sports and competed exceptionally well
with the best schools in Ceylon. Rev. W M P Wilkes organised the
resources required to meet the demands for the expanding institute
and to maintain its traditional high standards. He was supported by
the Chairman Rev. G J Trimmer at that time and by members of staff in
maintaining JCC's reputation as a leading institution.

In 1904 the Director of Public Institution with support from a few
educationalists proposed to abandon the affiliation with Indian

Rev. W M P Wilkes universities and to train the students to sit for the external
examinations conducted by the Universities of Cambridge and London. There were objections to this
proposal by leading educationalists and they denounced this new policy in education. However, the
colleges in Jaffna indirectly forced the students to abandon the examinations conducted by Madras
University and to sit for the Cambridge Locals. Mr Wilkes held the view that the question papers of
Indian universities were more suited to Ceylon. However, he always favoured the establishment of a
University in Ceylon. In 1906 Mr Wilkes, compelled by circumstances, commenced a Cambridge Junior
Local Class at JCC. This was the beginning of a new era for education for the JCC students. It was also
a successful year for the students who sat for the new examination. The following year the
Matriculation class was upgraded to Senior Cambridge Local class. The students who sat for the
Cambridge Locals brought honour and fame to our college with 15 passes out of 17. One of the
students, P Cook Jeyaratnam, obtained a First Class with distinctions in three subjects. In order of merit
he was ranked eighth in Ceylon.

The era of Rev. Wilkes achieved several mile stones in JCC history, including the inauguration of the
OBA in 1906. Rev. Wilkes was a keen cricketer and he promoted cricket in Jaffna and at JCC. He
captained the Jaffna Town Club. In those days cricket was played on turf wicket.

Wilkes House
alsvsag Bs0eulD

Rev. Wilkes' contributions to JCC was admired by all. He was a gentleman and friend of the Tamils and
an admirer of their language and literature. He went home in April 1916 but did not return to Ceylon,
partly due to war and family reasons. He was well supported by his wife in college activities. In
recognition of his contribution to the college, a school athletic ‘house * was named after him. His

passion for our college and his contributions to maintaining very high standards in education and
sports are remembered and appreciated by all the Centralites.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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pev.HA Meek BA: Principal 1908-191¢0
‘

Rev. H A Meek

4

Rev. Meek was appointed Princj
early 1910. He left JCC owing to ill-

~storeyed Assembly Hall,

Science Laboratory and four class rooms were built. He was also

responsible for collecting a sum of Rs. 9000 towards the Building Fund.
Rev. Meek also had the task of training the

JCC students to sit for the
Cambridge Local and the London University Examinations.

Rev. Meek was fortunate to have Mr Romaine Cooke, a prominent civil
engineer, as Vice Principal. In July 1906, Mr W Romaine Cooke went on
furlough to England and placed orders with British manufacturers for
the steel girders which were used to build the Assembly Hall and the

current library in the upper storey of this building (this building is
currently called Romaine Hall).

Mr Cooke was the architect and engineer who supervised the construction othe Assembly Hall \:rvhich
was completed and opened in April 1910. The building was opened by the wife gf the then Chalrm_an
Rev.GJ Trimmer. This building was unique in Jaffna at that time and for the first time constructed \A.:'Ith
reinforced concrete slabs and iron girder beams. The opening ceremony \:fvas followed by Fhe ?taglnna
of an English play for the first time at Central. The play was Shakespeare’s ‘The Twelfth Night’ whic
was staged by the teachers and students.

e

ning of the Assembly Hall (1910)

by Mrs G J Trimmer

Re“ r‘qeel: ) I . = T . s I

Icc

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Rev. Harold Bullough, MA (Cantab), BSc (London): Principal 1917-1921

Rev. Harold Bullough was a distinct scholar in science. His academic
credentials include a BSc degree in chemistry from the University of
London and a First Class MA degree in Natural Scienc_e Tripos at the
University of Cambridge. He was also a well experlenFed science
teacher. Rev. Bullough took over the college from Rev. Wilkes. At that
time the status of JCC was sound in education and finance enabling
Rev. Bullough to expand its activities. He found that the curricula in
Natural Study and Biological Sciences were not well established in
schools in Ceylon. In order to promote the curriculum in the new
fields, Rev. Bullough initiated courses in Botany and Zoology in the
middle forms. He supported these courses by introducing pictorial
sketches and a miniature museum of biological specimens in the
Rev. H Bullough college.

His aspiration and vision for improving the college curriculum resulted in introducing a course of
commercial education in the newly built Percival Hall. The introduction of commercial education was
a wish of Rev. Wilkes but had not yet materialised. In 1920, he appointed Kalaipulavar Navaratnam, a
dedicated and well qualified person in this field as an instructor. The college was now well equipped
to train students in this new discipline which included subjects in Book-keeping and Accountancy,
Commerce and Finance, Theory and Practice of Commerce, Office Routine, Shorthand, Typewriting,
Income Tax, Commercial Arithmetic, Commercial English and Commercial Geography. The students
were prepared for the Commercial and Higher Commercial Education Certificate Examination of the
London Chamber of Commerce. The course enhanced the employment opportunities for JCC
students. At that time JCC was the only institution in Jaffna to introduce this course.

e | r!.;b_-_-—_--,.___‘ - ; :
Commerce Class 1934

As the number of resident students increased during this time Rigg Hall was found to be inadequate

0 house the boarders. A new dormitory was built and i i
_ - opened in 1918, :
class rooms with the support from old boys. i R
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In order to honour Rev. Bullough’s achievement, an athletic ‘house’ for internal sports events was
named after him. Rev. Bullough retired in 1921. He could not stay longer owing to the health condition
of Mrs Bullough. Within a short period he had made a mark by enhancing the curriculum and the
status of the college.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Rev. Percy T Cash, MA (London), BA (London), BSc (London): Principal 1922-1926, 1928-

1932 and 1934-1939 e ; e
A scholar and an administrator who revived JCC Curriculum and expanded buildings with facilities

to meet the modern requirements

Rev. Percy Cash was Principal of JCC from 1922 to 1926, 1928 to 1932 and
1934 to 1939. He was a distinguished scholar and an administrator, He
was instrumental for reviving the curriculum of JCC, expanding college
buildings and improving facilities to meet the challenges of modern
requirements. Rev. Cash was an exhibitioner at the University College of
Nottingham in biology and geology and obtained his BSc (London)
degree in 1904. He had some experience in business prior to studying at
university. In 1906 he was appointed Vice Principal of Wesley College,
Colombo and continued in this position until 1921. During this period he
served on two occasions as Acting Principal of Wesley College and also
on another two occasions as acting principal of Richmond College, Galle.
He worked part time as lecturer at the Ceylon Medical College. In
addition to all his responsibilities and commitments he was able to
obtain a BA (London) degree in philosophy with first class honours.

Rev. and Mrs Cash, who was a music teacher at JCC, went on furlough in October 1926 and returned to
Ceylon in January 1928. During this period Mr J K Chanmukam was appointed Acting Principal. When
on furlough Rev. Cash spent his time in the United Kingdom, acquiring further academic distinctions.
He obtained an MA degree in philosophy from London University. He came out first in the Cambridge
Secondary Teachers' Certificate Examination, was awarded the Cambridge Diploma and won the
distinction of being the only one to be placed in the First Class. While in England he visited many
schools and studied the various educational systems and the educational experiments undertaken in
those institutions. Rev. Cash’s enhancement of his academic credentials and his knowledge of
educational systems in various schools helped him to develop a curriculum for JCC which met modern
standards. He had a long term vision for JCC to continue being a leading educational institute in
Ceylon and he was very successful in achieving his objectives.

Rev. Cash, after serving as Principal of JCC for further four years, went on furlough with Mrs Cash in
December 1932. In his absence Mr R J Seal acted as Principal. They toured Australia, New Zealand, USA
and Canada and finally arrived in England. Their experience in different countries gave them further
ideas to enhance the curriculum at JCC. They returned to Ceylon in February 1934. This was the

beginning of another new era for JCC when they consolidated their achievements from the past and
ventured into new avenues in education.

Reform to JCC Education

The appointment of Rev. Cash as Principal of JCC on 12th May 1922 marked a new phase of education
at the college. His academic and administrative talents fulfilled the needs of our Alma Mater. He
reintroduced the collegiate classes, which had been abandoned towards the end of the 1910s. Rev.
Cash recognised that intermediate classes were an asset to the college and trained students to sit for
the Lpndon Intermediate Examination. In the first year three students sat for the inter-science
exan_'nnation. Two were successful and one of them was Mr A E Tamber who became the Principal of
JCCin 1962. The intermediate course continued for two years but was abandoned owing to financial

difficulties despite recommendations made by the Government sponsored Akbar Commission to
support the scheme.

Rev. Cash firmly believed in introducin

g enhanced curricula to meet the education requirements of
the people and the country. In 1928 }

he made Tamil a compulsory subject at the college. He also
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realiS_Ed - lmpc.)rtance. of the Sanskrit language to Tamil students. Based on these views, in 1925 he
appou‘!ted a Tamll Pundit, Vyakarana Mahopadhyaya \V Ramaswami Sarma, to be in charge c;fTamil and
Sanskrit studies. The new teacher's credentials included a high dipIOma, from the Travancore State
However, lack of support from the parents and the Department of Education led to abandoniné

Sanskrit.

Rev. Cash recognised that to a country which relies
predominantly on agriculture, a subject like
agriculturally based botany would be of great value to
its development. He introduced botany in the school
curriculum and appointed Mr S Gunaratnam, a graduate
in botany, to be in charge of the subject. Mr
Gunaratnam’s ability in and dedication to organising
the new department at the college were commendable.
He organised the Botanical Association at the college
and arranged expeditions to promote the subject. His
efforts and contributions paid off and student V
Kandiah won the Sir Marcus Fernando All Ceylon
Agricultural Scholarship. He was the first student from
Jaffna to win this award but declined to accept it.
However, the scholarship was awarded to another
Centralite V Kulanayagam.

Geography was taught in the college but Rev, Cash
found that its popularity was diminishing among
students. He recognised the importance of geography
to the commercial and industrial development of
Ceylon. He improved the facilities to promote
Geography at JCC and he made it compulsory for
Middle Form students and optional for Upper Form
students. He then appointed Mr J C Charles, a senior
teacher to be in charge of the Geography Department.
The progress of this department and its achievements
won the encomiums of visiting educationists and of the
officials of the Education Department.

Rev. Cash’s new vision for JCC continued. He
introduced a Manual Training Department to train the
students in carpentry and handcrafts. He appointed
Miss Twynam and Mr Sam Seevaratnam, a trained
teacher who held a City and Guilds Certificate in
Woodwork, to be in charge of this new department. The
articles produced by the Manual Training Department
were displayed in school exhibitions and received
praise from prominent visitors.

131

Manuar Travive Crass, 1934

JCCI

JAFFNA
CENTRAL COLLEGE



Rev. Cash also recognised the importance of music in the extra-curricular
activities of the college. Music was promoted by Mr William Romaine
Cooke but after his retirement it was languishing for lack of support. At
this critical period, Mrs Cash revived the musical activities at JCC. She was
an associate of the Royal College of Music and Licentiate of the London

College of Music. She took on the responsibilities of music teacher at the
college. The Centenary Memorial Edition (1934) of Jaffna Central School
describes her achievements: ‘She re-organised the college choir and
imparted special instructions to a few talented youths, some of whom
reached such a degree of proficiency as to be able to preside at the
College organ during the devotional exercises of the morning Assembly.
Music has also been taught for some years from 1925 onwards as a
subject in the lower school.’

Mrs Cash selected students who showed aptitude for music and trained them for the examinations of
the Trinity College of Music, London. The students successfully passed the Preparatory and Senior
Examinations.

The ambitions of Rev. Cash also focused on teaching art at JCC. He appointed Mr Ponnudurai (First
Class Certified Drawing Teacher to be in charge of the Art Department. An art class room was allocated
to students, which was specially furnished to meet modern requirements. This enabled students to
prepare for examinations conducted by the Royal Drawing Society, London. The department was well
organised and was one of the special features of JCC such as other new departments organised by Rev.
Cash.

The policies of Rev. Cash included extending the existing buildings and constructing a new building
for class rooms and laboratories. In order to construct a new building he persuaded the Home
Committee and secured a grant of Rs 25000. A further amount of Rs 8000 was collected from Old Boys
and friends. The major part of the funds obtained was spent on constructing a two-storey building on
the northern side of the quadrangle of the main school premises. The foundation for the new building
was laid on 9th March 1924. The function was presided over by Rev. J A Barker, the Acting Chairman of
the North Ceylon District. The chief speaker on this occasion was Rev. A Lockwood who was the
Permanent Chairman. Special stones to commemorate this occasion were laid by Mrs E T Selby, Rev. A
Lockwood, Mr W D Niles (on behalf of the Old Boys), the Principal Rev. P T Cash, Mrs Cash, Vice Principal
Mr J K Chanmugam (on behalf of the teachers) and the House Masters of the four houses.

The buildings were completed and formally opened on 10th June 1926 by His Excellency, Sir Hugh
Clifford, Governor of Ceylon. The guests taking part in the ceremony included Sir Ambalavanar
Kanagasabai, Mr W Duraiswamy and Rev. A Lockwood.

College Houses

The house system of the college was organised by Rev. Cash in 1923. The college was divided into four
houses and they were named Percival, Romaine, Wilkes and Bullough. These houses were assigned
colours, Percival - purple, Romaine — chocolate, Wilkes — blue and Bullough - gold. The house system
brought the teachers and students together and promoted a healthy competitive environment

among the groups. In 2002 a new house was formed by the then Principal Mr Rasathurai. The new
house was named Lynch House and assigned a green colour.,
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The House Socizfl. Concert.s ar.\d Annual Inter-house competitions were and still are great occasions for
the youths to display their diverse talents, to develop interests and enthusiasm and to cultivate the
spirit of loyalty.

® @

Extra-curricular Activities

Rev. Cash was a great believer and promoter of extra-curricular activities and his attention focused on
them as much as on his interests in academic matters. The Scout Movement received his personal
encouragement and support. It further branched out into the formation of a Cubs Pack and Rover
Crew at the college. The Scout Movement earned much recognition for JCC in Ceylon. In 1924 four
scouts were chosen from Jaffna to represent the International Jamboree held in Wembley in London.
JCC was proud to learn that three of the participants were from its own Scout Movement and the
fourth attendee was an Old Boy of our college. A Rover Crew was added to the troops in the thirties.
The scouts participated in the Jaffna Health and Handcrafts Exhibitions and the Art Exhibition in 1931
and 1932. The hand-work exhibits of two scouts, Masters P Rajagopal and N Shanmugarajah, were
awarded medals and certificates in those exhibitions. The former also won the medal for the best
handcraft at the All-Ceylon Students’ Art and Handcraft Exhibition. During this period Master 5
Kandiah was the only representative selected from North Ceylon to attend the International Jamboree
held at Budapest.

In 1923 a Tamil Literary Society named Tamil Kalagam was inaugurated, which worked along thg
lines of English Society. [t met fortnightly and promoted elocution and writing skills among Tamil
students. The English and Tamil Literary Society were merged in 1929 into a sfngle e?ssomatlon .called
the Literary, Scientific and Debating Society. All the committee members including the chairman
were students and two teacher Vice-presidents guided and supervised them. In thg same year a
Temperance League was formed to educate students and the public agatn'st alcoho_hc drinks. This
league was guided by the eminent Head Master MrJ Chanmukam.Th_e league’s pro_mo’tlonal work was
very effective resulting in the closure of all liquor shops and taverns in the Jaffna District.

In 1923 the YMCA of the college was affiliated with the Christian"Movement‘of Ceylon, India and
Burma. It was involved in Bible study circles and organised fortnightly meetings and evar;ngehstlc
campaigns to the neighbouring islands. Mr and Mrs Cash conducted Sunday Bible classes. The lectures

for other religious groups were conducted at Vannarponnal.
cial services. In 1923 an association named Social

sibility of Mr HE R Goonawardena who was a
buted free medicine to the sick. This welfare

The college also recognised the importance of so
Services League was inaugurated under the responsi
teacher at JCC. The league ran a dispensary and distri
society also helped prisons and hospitals.
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In order to promote intellectual comradeship among the teachers a"!'eachgrs_' Guild was inaugurated
in September 1925. Mr S Gunaratnam, the first Secretary, made tl_1|s association very p_OpuIar among
teachers. The activities of the Guild included lectures on educational topiFs .anfi social events. The
Teachers’ Guild expanded its activities by accepting teachers from Vembad_l Girls’ School in 1?28. The
society was renamed Vembadi-Central Teachers’ Guild. In 1930 a Vembadi Central Recreation Club
was formed to promote recreational activities for the teachers from both schools.

An association called Masters’ Fellowship was inaugurated in 1923. This associatioaj\ was primgrily
formed to provide opportunities for the Principal and the teac_he.rs to meet and discuss religious
topics. Mr S Gunaratnam became the first Secretary of this assooatlor? and was succeeded by Nr K C
Jacob. The Masters’ Fellowship was revived in 1934 and Rev. D T Niles, who ha‘d been a teacher
since 1927, was appointed secretary in 1934. He was appointed Principal of JCCin 1956.

In order to supply magazines to teachers an association was formed by the teachers and it was named
Teachers’ Reading Room Association. It collected subscriptions and supported them.

Entertainments including Music and Drama were an integral part of college activities. In 1924 Oriental
and Occidental musical activities were held. The functions in 1926 included staging of John
Drinkwater's ‘Abraham Lincoln’ and some scenes of Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It".

The college fared well in sports activities. In cricket the college won two out of three tournaments in
1923 and in the following year tied with St John's College for the Championship. The college
performed well in athletics and soccer during this period. The performance in cricket was not
satisfactory for the period 1928 to 1930. From 1930 onwards the performance steadily improved to
regain its old form. In athletics the college performed well in annual competitions and twice missed
the first place by a narrow margin. In football the performance was not remarkable from 1928 to 1930
but JCC performed well thereafter. In 1934 we were runners-up for the Championship.

Rev. Cash’s Contributions and Achievements

Rev. Percy Cash made his mark in JCC history. During his period as Principal JCC excelled in education,
sports and other extra-curricular activities. He was a philosopher, poet, scholar, educationist and an ex-
cellent administrator. Rev. Cash’s academic credentials and experience in educational matters were
assets to our college. He was responsible for widening the curriculum and constructing new hostel
and college buildings to meet demands and to impart knowledge to our students. He made his mark
by setting standards for education in Ceylon and elevating the position of our Alma Mater as a leading
educational institution in Ceylon.

Rev. Cash composed our college song and chorus and Mrs Cash composed the music for the song and
the chorus (Ref. College Magazine, 2001).

Rev. Cash retired in 1939 but his staff acquired his vision for our College. The past Principals Mr J W
Arudpragasam, Rev. C A Smith, Rev. D T Niles and Mr A E Tamber were teachers under him and
they carried the mantle successfully for over twenty five years. Rev. Cash’s ideas and vision for JCC
were passed to other successive Principals of JCC and they too promoted the culture and traditions of
our Alma Mater. The great scholar’s and his wife's immense contributions to JCC helped to shape the
history of JCC and are always recognised and remembered by the Centralites and teachers.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)

Note: This article is a summary of the Special Article which is included in this souvenir.
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Mr Joseph Kadirgamar Chanmukam BA: Acti o ¥ T
Master 1894-1923 +Acting Principal 1927, Vice Principal 1924 Head

Mr Cha.nmukam was born at Pandaterruppu in 1863. He had his early
education at the Araly East American Mission Vernacular School and
completed the Eighth Standard in Tamil. He then studied at Araly
Enﬁllsh S‘chool a:jd joined the (Batticotta (Vaddukoddai) English
d oo‘l‘ His education at the English School helped him to commence
collegiate career at Jaffna College in 1877. He excelled in education
afld gra:duated in 1882 with distinction. He was awarded the ‘Blue
Ribbon’ for maintaining the first place in his collegiate education for
the record period of five years. While at the college he was deeply
touched by the Gospel of Jesus and accepted the Christian Faith.

Mr Chanmukam worked in India as Head Master of the High School
Department of the Canadian Mission School in Indore. During this
period he passed the Calcutta Entrance Examination. He was ranked
fourth and secured the first place in English and Mathematics.

Mr J K Chanmukam

He obtained a BA degree from Calcutta University which was followed by a degree in Licentiate
Teaching (LT) of Madras University.

Mr Chanmukam was appointed Head Master of JCCin 1894 and continued in this position until 1923.
He was an excellent teacher in Mathematics with proven abilities, He was also an excellent English
teacher and administrator. His students included prominent people like Messrs H V Guklasekaram, W
R Watson, T Cooke Jeyaratnam and C Sittampalam.

He worked closely with the past Principals Rev. W Towers Garret, Rev. H A Meek, Rev. WM P Wilkes, Rev.
Harold Bullough and Rev. Percy T Cash. He was the Acting Principal in 1927 when Gandhi visited the
college on 27 November.

Mr Chanmukam retired in December 1928. His contributions to education at JCC particularly during
the period of reforming the curriculum, won the recognition and admiration of Centralites and
Teachers.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)
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Mr J W Arudpragasam BA: Principal 1943-1944, Vice Principal 1929

JMr Arudpragasam served as Vice Principal in 1929. He worked
alongside Rev. Cash on college activities. In March 1930 when His
Excellency Sir Herbert Stanley presided over the prize awarding
ceremony Mr Arudpragasam played a key role and accompanied His
Excellency and other prominent members.

He was a prominent member of the Moral Education Committee, He
personally visited the homes of the students with the then Principal
Rev. Cash to obtain first hand information about their living conditions
and difficulties. These visits helped the college to support poor
students.

Mr Arudpragasam’s dedication and talents earned him a position as

Mr J W Arudpragasam Principal of JCCin 1943. He was the first Ceylonese to be appointed as

Principal by the Synod. With previous experience of working with Rev.,

Cash, MrJ K Chanmugam (Acting Principal, 1927 and Vice Principal, 1924-1928) and with his own effort

he maintained the traditions of JCC as a leading school in Jaffna. He retired in 1944 and was succeeded

by Rev. C A Smith in 1945. Mr Arudpragasam’s dedication and contributions to our college are highly
recognised and admired by students, teachers and Old Boys.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
(Source: Memorial Edition, 1934)

Rev. C A Smith

Rev. C A. Smith was a great Principal who had his heart and mind in the
progress of Jaffna Central College. He devoted his time and energy for
the development of the college in all fields. Most of all, he was a “ Great
Builder” of the college. He was very pragmatic in his thought and
action; and with a practical knowledge of civil engineering he
accomplished the construction of many buildings for the school. The
college also progressed immensely in the field of education and
sports, when the college was the most popular of all schools in Jaffna.
It was also a period when there were many uncertainties in the
educational policies of the government, and the principal met the
_ vicissitudes of the times with confidence, sincerity and diligence. He
Rev.C A Smith was a strict disciplinarian mingled with kindness and firmness. He
would never dismiss a student from the school for he believed that a

school is meant to reform the young truant. He will go down in history as a remarkable Principal of
Jaffna Central College.

Staff in the Early Fifties (Principal Rev. C A Smith)
Compiled by Mr Ponniah Manoharan
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Mr J C Charles: Acting Principal 1949, Vice Principal 1939-1957

| Charles Master was the longest serving Vice-Principal in the history of

our college. He was well respected and admired by the staff and
students for_ his contributions to JCC. Charles Master was naturally
eqdowed with excellent teaching and managerial skills. His natural
skills blossomed with the professional training he had when he
became a teacher and made him very successful at Central. He served
under the past Principals Rev. Percy T Cash, Mr R S D Williams, MrJ W
Arudpragasam, Rev. C A Smith and Rev. D T Niles.

In t!'\e early twenties Rev. Cash recognised the importance of the
e = ¥l _ scubjlect Geography to the commercial and industrial development of
e Chariies eylon. Rev. Cash requ;red a talented person to run the Geography

Department. He appointed Charles Master to be in charge of it. The

progress.of this department and its achievements won the encomiums of many visiting educationist
and officials of the Education Department.

Rev. Cash organised a committee called Moral
Education Committee to deal with the moral
delinguency in the school. Charles Master was
an active member of the committee which
was concerned with real problems that
students had. Charles Master also
encouraged and trained a number of
students in geography. Pararajasingam
Master, who was one of his best students,
obtained a degree in Ceylon and was
appointed head of this department in the
early sixties. Prof. G G R Thambyahpillai who
was Professor of Geography at the University
of Peradeniya in the late sixties and seventies,
was an Old Boy of JCC and a student of
Charles Master.

Grocrapiicat Lasoratonry, 1934,

His ready wit and sense of humour were additional assets that stood him in good stead to deal with
campus politics and public relations. Pararajasingam Master recorded an incident that happened one
afternoon after the school had closed. Mr Charles’ mode of transport to school and back was a
rickshaw and on this afternoon the rickshaw puller got restless and sounded the rickshaw bell to
remind him of the lateness of the hour. After a lapse of a few minutes Charles Master came out and
with a smile said ‘Hello it seams that you have a new bell in your rickshaw’ (‘Enna Putthumanni putti
irugerrayai poalla'). Such was the personality of the man who was known as Charles Master.

eaching skills earned him a position as Vice Principal in 1939. He

Chaeles Master’s organisational and t _
. Above all, he was the Acting Principal of JCC in 1949 when Rev.

continued in this position until 1957.
Cash retired in 1949.

Charles Master's contributions to JCC's educational and curriculum reforms and his organisational
skills won him the affection and admiration of students, teachers and Old Boys.

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam and Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Rev. Dr D T Niles: Principal (1956-1962)

Rev. Dr D T Niles was one of the most erudite, intellectual and
influential Principals of Jaffna Central College. He was also an Old Boy
of the College. He was Principal during the most critical period in the
history of the school, i.e. when the school was handed over to the
government. This transition created a temporary disturbance in the
minds of staff. The Christian teachers felt disappointed and thought
that they had lost something, while the others felt elated. Dr Niles
skilfully allayed these fears and brought about a unity among staff. He
was a great disciplinarian and upheld the ideals of liberal education.
He was highly respected and a leading Christian pastor of global
repute.

Rev. D T Niles

Staff in the Late Fifties (Principal Rev.D T Niles)
Courtesy of K Vijalshankar

Compiled by Mr Ponniah Manoharan
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Mr Alfred Eliathamby Tamber

M

hi;:zl;gilae:jwas éfu!l-ﬂedged Old boy of Jaffna Central College. He had

B ;e_‘ ucation, thereafter teacher and retired as Principal of the
ge. He was an efficient teacher in Physics to the University

He was a Socialist by conviction and observed Gandhian principles. He
once \:@5 a member of the ” Sathya Serva Sangam” or ” Servants of
Lanka” in the 1930s when he was with many prominent persons like
Handy Perinpanayagam, S R Kanaganayagam, S N Somasegaram and
others who vowed to wear the national costume and be non- violent.
Mt AE Tamiber He was also a remarkable President of the All Ceylon Union of

'l\;eachers! for 5 y:ars when he achieved many benefits for Trained and

ernacular teachers. He was also recognized as a i ioni

that he became a good friend and adviser to Sir Oliver Gunathilleks thec':t?en ggfgfo?dggﬁﬂﬁtf
Ceylon. His last public appearance was when he presided at a college gathering at the Jaffna Town
Hall, when Dr Cyril Ponamperuma, the famous scientist was present.

-

3'Y Eleven Cricket Team

£

-aiah, Sithampalam, Raj

Ganashakumar, A. P tkunaraj
of Games)

Tamber Master with the 3rd Eleven Cricket Team (1960)

He was a humanitarian, beloved, modest, erudite gentleman, and | am very proud to have hegm3

favourite student of him.

Compiled by Mr Ponniah Manoharan
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Mr J S Ariyaratnam BSc: Vice Principal (1962-1 964)

A well known botanist and biologist who dedicated his career to JCC

Ariyaratnam Master joined JCC in 1944 as a teacher in botany and
biology and continued to work in our college until 1967. He also
served as Vice Principal under the then Principal Tamber Master from
1962 to 1964. While at JCC he made valuable contributions by
organising the Botany Department and teaching the A Level students
in preparation for the university entrance examination. Ariyaratnam
: : Master also taught biology to O Level students. In the mid sixties he
Mr and Mrs Ariaratnam was the President of the Northern Province Science Teachers

Association. His managerial and teaching skills and calm manners earned him a new position as
Principal of Velanai Central College in 1967. He continued in this positipn until 1?69. He was then
appointed Principal of the Stanley College in Jaffna. He continued in this new assignment until his
retirement in 1979. Above all he was a good cricketer and tennis player. Ariyaratnam Master was also
responsible for organising the Tennis Club at JCC. This encouraged several staff playing tennis behind
the ‘Rigg Hall’ hostel. On several occasions he led the staff team in friendly matches against college

prefects.

Ariyaratnam Master’s interests in sports extended to training
JCC students in hockey and football. He was the football
coach for the 2nd Eleven soccer team in the late fifties and the
early sixties. Under his coaching the 2nd Eleven soccer team
performed remarkably well and won the JSSA championship
trophy in 1959 and 1960. He was the House Master for
Bullough House for several years. Ariyaratnam Master
promoted hockey in Jaffna and was the President of the
Jaffna Schools Hockey Association in the mid seventies.

His wife (Ariyaratnam Teacher) served as English teacher in
the primary school from 1942 until her retirement in 1975.
Ariyaratnam Teacher was a good member of staff who gave
an excellent foundation to young students at the lower
school. Above all she participated in extra curricular activities
and was in charge of Wilkes House in the primary school.

2 "~
SN, o R S

E;cun!w.a.fJﬁc CBA Caolombeol

Staff Captain Mr. J S Ariaratnam and Prefects
Captain Mr K Kanag Isvaran going out to toss (1958)

Ariyaratnam Master passed away in 2000 and Mrs Ariyaratnam passed away in 1998.

Their students are now spread worldwide and include prominent doctors in the medical field, teachers

in leading schools and scientists in several institutions.

Compiled by Prof K Guganesharajah and Mr T Pararajasingam
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pr K Theivananthampillai

Dr Theivananthampillai came in as a stranger into Jaffna Central
College, but soon contributed his share of educational and teaching
experience, that enabled him to become the most popular and
efficient member of the staff. When he was a teacher he went to the
University of Connecticut, US.A where he earned a Doctorate in
Linguistics. On his return he continued as a humble teacher. He
trained students for elocution contests, and also coached them for
English Dramas. Soon he became the Vice-Principal of the college, and
Warden of the hostel. He was an enthusiastic tennis player, and would
never miss a game of tennis in the evenings. He and | once went to
Colombo to watch the exhibition matches played by Frank Sedgeman
. . and Tony Tnauhert, the then world champions in Tennis. He was a
Dr K Theivananthampillai great teacher, dramatist, humble, modest and a good gentleman.

Compiled by Mr Ponniah Manoharan

Mr S Velupillai: Head Master (1960-1970)
A dedicated and excellent teacher who enjoyed teaching mathematics.

Velupillai Master was one of the best teachers in mathematics and
arithmetic witnessed by the JCC students. He was the Head Master of
JCC from 1960 to 1970. In addition to his administrative
responsibilities as a head master, he passionately taught his favourite
subjects mathematics and arithmetic to the JCC students. He was a
gifted and excellent teacher and had a natural ability for F_:xplamlng
the fundamentals of mathematics to students. His dedication to the
provision of an excellent foundation to young studen.ts was
instrumental in creating a number of prominent scientists,
professionals and administrators to meet the challenges of the
modern era.

£

Mr S Velupillai

His students excelled in the Northern Province Teachers Associa'tion Examinaﬂo{r;s iI:P:t'ﬁL ;:t(:
achieved distinctions in mathematics and arithmetic. The four?datl_ons he] provide
allowed them to perform well in their education at higher and university level.

: ; L I . d
He passed away on 23rd March 1983. We are all proud of him and his contributions to education an
discipline are remembered by all students.

¥

Compiled by Professor Prof RK Guganesharajah
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Mr E Sabalingam BSc (London) PGTr SGrP: Principal (1964-1971)
A strict enforcer of discipline and a good sportsman

Sabalingam Master succeeded the well respected A E Tamber and was
‘ the first Hindu principal of the college. His outspoken remarks about
‘ JCC students caused some animosity among Ce_mralitets. He was the
principal of Kokuvil Hindu College before assuming duties at JCC. He
was not acquainted with the traditional JCC culture but pulled rank on
several occasions. He was the first principal in the history of JCC to
suspend a senior prefect, who was elected with his approval.

It took him some time to adhere to some of the traditional values of
‘ | JCC. With the momentum generated by his predecessors and his own
‘ efforts, the college did remarkably well in education and sports.

Mr E Sabalingam

He enjoyed teaching mathematics to HSC students and actively promoted sports in the college. He
joined JCC in 1964 and continued until 1971. He was then transferred to Jaffna Hindu College as

Principal.

Sabalingam Master with the Under 16 Basketball Team (1970)
Source: JCC 70's Bash, 2011

Sabalingam Master passed away on 3rd August 1988. A lot of students remember his contributions to
the college.

Compiled by ProfR K Guganesharajah
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Mr S l\flahalingam BA(London): Vice Principal (1965-1969)
A dedicated teacher who promoted curriculum in the political science of JCC students

| am honoured and privileged once again to put pen on paper to
remem'ber our dynamic, courageous and strict teacher who was at the
same time a great humanitarian, the late Mr. S. Mahalingam. Those
who were fortunate enough to have known him will remember with
gratitude not only his brilliance in presenting lessons in class, but also
his sense of humour and his intellectual discussions which when
remembered provides a sense of hope and a key to unlock many
personal and professional mysteries. It was this quality that elevated
him to an esteemed position to be looked upon as a great EDUCATOR
and A GURU. Whoever fortunate enough to have been touched by
him has had their life transformed.

Mr S Mahalingam | studied political science (which was then called '‘Government’), as

well as European History under him. His approach and presentation was unlike any other, for example:
he introduced us to Harold Laski (a political science philosopher) in a fashion unique to him alone in
the way that even the most average student could perceive something out of his course. Thus the
enrolment for the subject far outstretched the capacity of the class room. | was also fortunate to have
been a member of the academic faculty at Central College along with him. Most of us looked forward
to his intellectual and practical contributions during staff meetings, and on many occasions he had the
last word on the issue under discussion and it carried the day.

Mahalingam master with the HSC Student Committee
Photograph: Courtesy of Mr K Vijay Sankar

Though our beloved teacher is not with us physically, his invisible hand still guides us and many of us
owe our successes to his timely advice and guidance.

Compiled by Mr T. Pararasasingham
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Mr E K Shanmuganathan BA: Principal (1971-1980)

~—  Mr Shanmuganathan succeeded Mr Sabalingam as Principal in 1971,
He continued as Principal of JCC until 1980. Mr Shanmuganathan
commenced his career as a teacher at St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna and
then served as Principal of Kopay Christian College. He was well
known for maintaining good discipline in our college. He punished
students who misbehaved or were disobedient to teachers in class
rooms. There were instances when teachers punished the students by
asking them to stay outside the class room when they had not com-
g pleted their home work or for other punishable incidents. If these stu-

& | dents were seen by Mr Shanmuganathan outside the class room they
‘ were subjected to further punishment by him. On many occasions
MrEKShanmuganat_IE students went back into the class room and beggec.l the teachers to

allow them to come inside. Teachers made use of this opportunity

allow them back in but with the conditions not to disturb discipline in the class room. After serving for
almost ten years at JCC Mr Shanmuganathan was promoted in 1980 to Director of the Tamil Unit in the
Education Department. Following this assignment he went to Nigeria and worked in the Ministry of
Finance in the Oyo State. He passed away while employed in Nigeria.

¥
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Mr Shanmuganathan the JCC Athletic Team (1972) |
Source: JCC 70,5 Bash, 2011

M ' g
F Shanmuganathan’s legacy is well remembered by students who studied at JCC in the seventies.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr N S Rathinasingam: Principal (1 980-1982)
A Tamil scholar with extensive i
to our students

nterest in literature who promoted journalism and drama

R:thlnaslngam Master was a long serving member of JCC. He was well
respected and known to all the students in the fifties to early eighties.

He was instrumental in promoting elocution, drama and journalism to
the JCC students. He initiated Journalism by introducing a journal
called ‘Mangkani’. One of his favourite students S Chandrabose,
quoted the following (the article is published in this souvenir).

SBBTH0HH60 wremetEEhE, L UpSBEDS
IPUBHEEDED,  wWiewetseTah spuDaIUTHDSNS BTy

The students in the late fifties actively participated in publishing a monthly journal called 'Maththiya
Theepam® which was the result of the untiring effort from Rathinasingam Master and his fellow
teacher V K Nadarajah Master.

Rathinasingam Master’s aspiration for the students’ curriculum extended to successfully training the
students and staging a very successful drama titled Visithira Vaithiyar'.

He was my class teacher in 1961 and also the head master of the middle school. He was the vice
princpal of the college from 1971 to 1980 and served as the JCC principal from 1980 to 1982.

He passed away on 10th July 2007. We all remember and highly appreciate his unforgettable
contribution to JCC.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr V Balasuntharam BSc: Principal (1983-1990)
A calm and excellent chemistry teacher who was very methodical and promoted well

established principles

Mr V Balasuntharam

Balasuntharam Master commenced his work as a chemistry teacher in
the mid fifties and retired in 1990 as the principal of JCC. He taught
chemistry to both SSC and HSC students. He was a brilliant chemistry
teacher with extraordinary talents and taught several students who
excelled In the fields of medicine, engineering and science. He was the
teacher of several prominent scientists, engineers and doctors in the
national and International arena.

Balasuntharam Master was keen to take on responsibility. This earned
him a position as Vice-Principal from 1980 to 1981. Subsequently he
became the Principal and led JCC from 1983 to 1990. He took active
interest in commissioning several new buildings at JCC by co
ordinating with the education department. His relentless effort and
boundless enthusiasm are well appreciated by all past and present
students.

-
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Balasuntharam Master with the 1st Eleven Cricket Team (1987)
Source: JCC 70,5 Bash, 2011

Balasuntharam Master now lives in Kondavil in Sri Lanka. We are all thankful for his enormous

contribution to JCC.

We wish him a long, happy and healthy retirement.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr R K Rajasenan BSc_(Hons): Vice Principal 1980-1 981)
Awell known Zoologist who dedicated his career to the JCC students

Rajasenan Master joined JCC in 1954 after completing his BSc degree
course at .Madras Christian College. Teaching was in Mr Rajasenan’s
herlta_ge since his Father was a principal of Atchuvely Christian College
a{ld his gre?ndfather a school Head Teacher. With this background and
his exceptlonal teaching abilities, Mr Rajasenan performed his duties
at JCC with great success. His main teaching area was Zoology which
he taught for many years for the HSC and JCC students. The
four\dation laid for hundreds of his students helped them to excel in
their ?xaminations and propelled them to become successful doctors,
veterinary surgeons, scientists and many other professionals,

Mr RK Rajasenan At JCC Mr Rajasenan also served in many other areas. He was a

. Secretary to the Teachers Guild, a basketball coach, patron of the

Advanced Level Union, member of the Sports Committee and was the Master in Charge of the Board of
Prefects. He also served JCC as a Vice Principal.

Mr Rajasenan was well known for his uncanny sense of humour which he blended well into his
teaching and into relationships with his students and fellow teachers. Many of his stories, wisecracks
and anecdotes are still fondly remembered and recalled by many who had been associated with him at
Jcc.

Upon retiring in 1980 he joined the Jaffna College Undergraduate Section as a Zoology Lecturer. He
then emigrated to Toronto, Canada in 1987 where his children had settled. With his superior
knowledge of English he worked for a further eight years as the company proof-reader for Commerce
Clearing House, After his final retirement he travelled and celebrated his life at JCC and visiting various
OBAs in the UK, Australia and Canada.

It is a treat to witness Rajasenan Master surrounded by his loyal students roaring in laughter listening

to his “Stories”. We appreciate his untiring contribution to our college and wish him a long and happy
retirement.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah and B Abraham
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Mr K Kandasamy: Vice Principal (1 990-1991)

Mr Kandasamy was a student and Deputy P_rir'fCipa! of JCC. He
commenced his studies at JCCin 1931. He specialised in Commerce
and Accounts and taught these subjects to the JCC studeaj;ts_ His
contribution to JCC is well remembered a‘nd‘ recognlsed by
Centralites. During the difficult periods of conflict in the eighties he
took risks to support and protect our college. He was a good teacher
and respected by all students. He spent 4_17 years at JCC as a student
and as a teacher. His dedication and contribution to JCC earned him 3
‘position as a sectional head. He excelled in teaching and administra-
tion. In recognition of his contribution to JCC, he was appointed as the
Additional Deputy Principal in 1987 and became a Deputy Principal in
' o 1990. He passionately worked for the school until his retirement in
e hiKarinsamy 1991. It was a coincidence for the second time in our history that in
1991, we had a Principal and a Deputy Principal who were both (;enFraIites. Priqr to this Mr
Kandasamy's father in-law Mr A E Tamber served as Vice Principal under Prlr‘lapal DrDT NI|E:'5 inthe late
fifties and early sixties and both were Centralites. He passed away in 1992, but his legacy is

remembered by all Centralites and staff.

A

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr N K Shanmuganathapillai: Principal (1990-1996)

Mr. Shanmuganathapillai was the first Old Boy Hindu Principal of
Central and is now residing in Canada. He performed the duties to
satisfaction while the atmosphere was filled with sounds of
explosions. Mr. Shanmuganathapillai had his secondary education at
Central, graduated in South India, functioned as a science teacher in
Nainativu and ended his career at his alma mater as Principal. But his
real career is in composing verses. He is indeed a versatile poet -
composing conventional verses according to Tamil prosody. His
verses dedicating the 175th anniversary of the founding of Central in
1816 are remarkable and are reproduced in college publications.

Mr N K Shanmuganathapillai

In fact, the date of founding was advanced from 1834 to 1816 at the persuasion and documentation of
Mr K Manickavasagar the librarian, determination of late S. Ramakrishnan, President of the College
OBA, Jaff“_"‘ and the freehand provided by Mr. Shanmuganathapillai and the committee comprising of
Mr.K. Kathiravetpillai, District Judge as chairman, Prof. s, Chittambalam of the University of Jaffna, Rev.

f::ii(:darajah and the later Dr. A, W. Jebenesan, presently President of the Methodist Mission of Sri

Thg other significant contribution of Mr Shanmu
which was composed by the Rev. Percy T Cash,

embodied in a publication titled ‘Land of the Fai
Mrs Cash ARCM, LLCM.

ganathapillai is his translation of the College Song
the author of several other poems on Jaffna, and
ry Haunted Lawns’. The musical notation was set by

Compiled by Mr K Manickavasagar

L | JCClemc

OLLEGE



Late N. Rajaratnam: Acting Principal (1 990)

itwas war time in Jaffna. Artillery shells, aerial bombin s and explosi i
daily occurrences. Yet, Jaffna Central and other schoolg plosions from all kinds of firearms were

i S s braved the situati
of their abllity. Responsibility rested on the shouldere of ed the situation and functioned to the best

Mr. N .Rajaratnam to carry forward the routi
. . ne
of the college. It was not that easy a job. Mr. Rajaratnam himself was a heart patleynt.

He was a?tacha'd to Central for years as a teacher, Deputy Principal and retired as Acting Principal.
Besides his subject at school he was interested in Dramatics, which he had cultivated when he was an

undergraduate and he himself acted the character of Srilasiri Arumuga Navalar. With always a smiling
face he was a pleasant personality.

compiled by Mr K Manickavasagar

Late S Sivanrooban: Acting Principal (1996)

Late S Sivanrooban was an Old Boy of Central who started his career as
a teacher at Central and promoted as the Deputy Principal. After the
retirement of Mr.N.K. Shanmuganathapillai, he was instructed by the
Ministry of Education to perform the duties of Principal, of course
under difficult conditions which had to be faced by one and all. Mr
Sivanrooban was soft spoken and polite. He too earned the goodwill
of the students, staff and parents.

Mr S Sivanrooban

Compiled by Mr K Manickavasagar
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Mr K Rasathurai: Principal 1996-2005 ;
A Dedicated and Energetic Principal with Distinct Character

Mr Rasathurai is remembered by every student of Jaffna Central College for his achievements,
dedication and sacrifices in developing our college into a leading institution in Sri Lanlka. | Iiste‘ned to
his speech to the OBA of UK on 11 September 2005. His words are still reverberapmg in the minds of
past students who attended the meeting. His enthusiasm and interests expre;sed for the development
of our college will stay in our hearts forever. His vision for the college, its future goals and the

milestones defined in his speech cannot be forgotten.

| knew Mr Rasathurai well. He was a good friend of mine, a good father, a dedicated teacher, an efficient
manager and a friend to a number of people. When he was in the United Kingdom our discussions
were always focused on our college and ways of improving and modernising it. Our visits to places like
the Bill Gates Computer Laboratory in Cambridge, the University of Surrey in Guildford and recreational
places for children like Wicksteed Park were very enthusiastically viewed by him as examples for ways
in which to contribute to the development of the Jaffna Peninsula and our college. His vision for the
JCCwent as far as converting itinto a collaborative research centre with the University of Surrey. He put
forward this idea to Professor Barry Lloyd of University of Surrey. His draft letter to Professor Lloyd is
presented below before it was signhed and forwarded.

Dear Professor Lloyd

Collaborative Research Centre - University of Surrey and Jaffna Central College

Itwas a pleasure to meet with you and some of your research students when | visited the University of
surrey on Monday the 12th September 05. | was very impressed with the way your Centre for

El_wi'rm_-lmental Health Engineering has been organised to teach and undertake research on multi-
disciplinary activities to enhance development worldwide.

| was very pleased and rather surprised to note that your institution is engaged in research into the
managemen_t of_water resources of the Jaffna Peninsula. Dissemination of your research activities to
the relevant institutes in the Jaffna Peninsula is pertinent to motivate and encourage them to render

their assistance to achieve the goals of your studies. In this context | am pleased to offer the services of
Jaffna Central College to assist the University of Surrey. Our contribution will include:

= JCC T e



vallGeaNon of office space to your research students when required
-+ assistance of students in connection with field data collection
» access to library and laboratory facilities.

In order to strengthen our association we would like to

; seek the approval of t iversi
name the office that will be allocated for the research a i RS e e

ctivities as:

Jaffna Central College and University of Surrey (UK)
Collaborative Research Centre

Current.ly th-ere are over 2800 students enrolled in Jaffna Central College which is the second oldest
school in Srilanka and was established 190 years ago. The school has the reputation for producing
prominent scientists, mathematicians, professionals and sportsmen at international level. Our

collaboration with the University of Surrey will further enhance the school curriculum and bring pride
to the students.

We look forward to hearing from you and strengthening our collaborative research activities.
Yours sincerely

K Rasathurai
Principal of Jaffna Central College

We lost this wonderful principal at a critical stage but we are continuing our support to achieve his
goals.

Compiled by Professor R K Guganesharajah
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Mr S Pathmanathan: Acting Principal (2005-2008)

The untimely demise of the Principal Mr. Rasathurai caused the
Ministry to instruct Mr. S. Pathmanathan to be the Acting Principal of
Central, Thus another Old Boy, Teacher and Deputy Principal took over
the reign of the college. Since he was familiar with the day to day
affairs of the college he didn’t have much of a difficulty in carrying out
the routine of the college. Although the massive building
construction programme halted for a while, curricular and
extra-curricular activities scored many successes to his credit. The
swimming pool project was also mooted during his Acting
Principalship and it is nearing completion under the Principalship of
Mr Ongaramoorthy.

<

Mr S f’athménathan

Any Principal who maintains the traditions of the alma mater of the
Centralites is a hero to them. In this respect the late R Rasathurai, Principal restored the traditions of
Central after a long lapse. Mr Pathmanathan continued them. Thus Central had another Principal
fulfilling the aspirations of the founders.

Compiled by Mr K Manickavasagar

Mr L Ongaramoorthy: Principal (2008-August 2011)

Mr L Ongaramoerthy joined Central as a Trained Teacher and later sat
the External Arts Degree Exam of the Peradeniya University and
graduated. He followed this with, a Diploma in Education and attained
his objectives by passing the Sri Lanka Principals Services Exam. His
intellectual curiosity prompted him otherwise and as the reward heiis
retiring as the Principal of a prestigious National School in the heart of
the Jaffna town.

Principals of State Schools have to implement the ministerial circulars
and Mr. Ongaramoorthy seldom had a negative comment. They
included enhancement of English, Information Technology and lately
the Students in Need Project. The Rigg Hall Hostel would tell stories of
the intelligence and abilities of the then Centralites who were in the
hostel. Itis delightful to learn that the hostel has resumed its service. | am aware of the unceasing
efforts Mr Ongaramoorthy put in to expand the campus of the college, but the object is yet to become
reality. He has appealed to the generosity of the Centralites overseas to contribute to a much wanted
school bus and failing that, to a fully equipped computer unit.

Mr L Ongaramoorthy

Last, but not least, while the writer was at Central two loyalties met each other, Mr Ongaramoorthy is a
loyal Jaffna Hindu College Old Boy and the writer is a loyal Methodist Centralite.

Compiled by Mr K Manickavasagar
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Mr T h{agaratnam BSc: Deputy Principal (1 993-2006)
A dedicated science teacher and sportsman

Mr.Naggratnam was an Old Boy of Stanley College. He entered the
University of Peradeniya to pursue a degree course in science in 1965.
He was the first student from this college to enter a university to study
for‘a degree course in science, Mr Nagaratnam joined JCC as an
assistant teacher in 1973. He taught mathematics for a period of three
years and subsequently taught chemistry. He was a good sportsman
and excelled in athletics and hockey. He represented the Jaffna
Hockey Team. He passionately trained the JCC students in sports. His
boundless enthusiasm for sports continued and he served as Prefect
of Games for a period of two years. Above all he was a committee
; member of the Sports Committee, in charge of the Board of Prefects
MeTNagaratnam ~ and the Science Union, and served as House Master of Romaine House

j _ and Hostel Warden in 1973. He had the role of chief examiner for
chemistry for a period of five years. He served JCC for a period of 23 years and rose to the rank of

Sectional Head in 1992. He became the Deputy Principal in 1994 and remained in this position until his
retirement in 2006.

Centralites and teachers highly recognise his services to JCC. We wish him a long and healthy
retirement.

Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr C Sivakumaran BA, Maths Special Trained: Deputy Principal (2007-2010)
A dedicated maths teacher

Mr C Sivakumaran is an Old Boy of Jaffna Hindu College. He is a degree
holder and further trained in mathematics (Maths Special Trained). Mr
Sivakumaran joined the Teachers Service in 1974. In 1982 he joined
JCC as a maths teacher. While at JCC he participated in Hindu religious
activities and was in charge of the Hindu Union. His contributions to
JCC as a treasurer of the Teachers Guild for five years and as co-
ordinator for the OBA Joint Scholarship Scheme was commendable
and are highly appreciated by teachers and Centralites.

He was very enthusiastic and always willing to take on responsibilities.
He was promoted to Sectional Head in 1991 and continued in this

MY position until 2006. He was then appointed as the Deputy Principal in
Mr. C. Sivakumaran 2007 and continued in this position until his retirement in 2010.

Mr Sivakumaran'’s contributions to JCC are highly appreciated by the staff and students of JCC. We wish
him a long and healthy retirement.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr K Elilventhan MEd, BA (Hons), DipEd, SLPS (Grade 1): Principal 2011

Mr Elilventhan was appointed Principal of JCC in Auggs_t 201.1_ ﬂe
studied at Mulliyawalai Vidyananda College in .the‘MuIIa:tlvu District,
After successfully completing the GCE AL examination hg entered the
University of Jaffna and obtained a BA (Hons) degree. His interests in
education continued and his credentials include an MEd degree .from
the University of Jaffna, a Diploma in Education from the Umversity of
Colombo and a Diploma in School Management from the National
Institute of Education (NIE), Maharagama. He was promoted to the Si
Lanka Principal Service (SLPS (Grade I)) in 1999.

Mr Elilventhan began his career as a teacher in 1985 in a government
school at Badulla. His administrative and teaching skills earned him a

e Elveathan position as Acting Principal in the same school in 1986. Following this
assignment he served as Principal in several schools. Before joining ?CC he served as the Pri.nci‘pal 9f
Matale Hindu College which is a national school. His previous experience as te‘ac.her _and prmapaf in
various schools in Sri Lanka brings considerable benefits to JCC. His academic dlstmc.tlo.ns, experience
and leadership skills are exceptional. Mr Elilventhan is energeticand has shown spea.al mtergsIt for our
college since his appointment in August 2011. He is well suited to this Fhallenglng posutrpn and
successfully carries the mantle of his predecessors in maintaining our traditions and preserving our
cultural heritages. Our heritages include the play ground where cricket (1881) and football (1894) were
first introduced to JCC and Jaffna and the ‘Romaine Hall’, which was the first reinforced concrete and
iron girder building constructed in Jaffna in 1910.

i
] B

Romaine Hal
Since 1381

Jaffna Central College and Play Ground

We congratulate him on becoming the Principal of our Alma Mater. All the teachers and Centralites will
continue to render their support to our new leader. as they have done in the past

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Kalaipulavar S Navaratnam

Kalaipulavar Navaratnam was a distinguished and dedicated teacher
who adored the teaching faculty of Central at a time when profound
academic, cultural and political change was deciding the destiny of
the island of Ceylon. With his scholarly influence and inherent love for
the College he became an unofficial spokesman for the substance of
the curriculum that was the basis of the educational content of the
time. This position gave him the opportunity to introduce commerce,
book keeping and typing as senior school certificate subjects. This was
a milestone in terms of education in the Jaffna Peninsula Higher
Education Institution and Central was a pioneer in commerce educa-
| tion. Mr. Navaratnam was the first head of the commerce department

and built it as a viable alternative for a substantial student population
Kalaipulavar S Navaratnam

who did not wish to follow the beaten track of medical or engineering
studies which were currently popular and also in demand at the time. Many who studied under him

later decided the destiny of many a business institution and became productive members in society.

= <y P

J‘r- = n AN
Commerce Class 1934

i f our
i limiting my writing to one more contribution o ;
all t'he o :lf sgfact?\:rrr‘\dl\;g:tz:. Iaj':ring ancgll aft}e’r the stewardshlp of ag’e:a::ﬁ?: nce): i?&hé
i ?t\ff’- Mr J C Charles and Mr A E Tamber pr_e5|ded oyetr el
Mf Na‘{aramam e ularly referred to asthe "Holy Trinity". This d)arnam:_:ibrer e e
Ifn:’;:Imt“tm i LT;);“;:;tee?ofhough he is not physically in our midst we reme
ortune to our :

gratitude for everything he stood and fought for.
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Mr T Pararajasingam BA: Senior Teacher and Head of the Geography Department

Pararajasingam Master is one of the most popular teachers at JCC. He
commenced his studies at JCC in 1949 when Rev. Smith was the
Principal. He studied until 1955 before entering university.
Pararajasingam Master was also a senior prefect of our college.
Discipline was his priority but he socialised well with the students who
had immense respect for him. It is the traditional duty of the senior
prefect to make sure that the students are in their classes before study
commences in the morning. When Pararajasingam Master walked
along the corridor the noises from the classrooms subsided as the
students knew where he was in the building. He participated in
English plays and won gold medals for performimg well in Tamil and
English elocution contests. Pararajasingam Master entered the
University of Ceylon in 1955 and obtained his degree in 1958. He then
joined JCC as a teacher and became head of the Geography Department.

Mr T Pararajasingam

While he was a student he voluntarily taught other students and was involved in welfare activities at
JCC. While he was at the university he visited our college during vacations to teach our students.
Pararajasingam Master liked sport and regularly watched sport activities while he was a student and a
teacher. He had immense respect for his past teachers, including our Principal Rev. Smith, ex-Vice
Principal Mr Mahalingam and the other teachers at that time, including Kalai Pulavar Nvaratnam and
Tamil teacher Sharma lyer.

Geographical Laboratory, 1934

He now lives in Canada and is actively involved in JCC activities. He has volunteered to help me in

producing ti}is souvgnir. Heis remembered by all the teachers and students and Centralites are very
grateful to him for his contributions to our college.

Compiled by Professor R K Guganesharajah
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Mr Velupillai Vigneswaran BSc: Senior Teacher in Physics (1956-1 964)
A well respected talented physicist and mathematician with exceptional teaching ability

Vigneswaran Master graduated from the University of Ceylon in 1952
and obtained a BSc degree in physics and mathematics. He has a
natur.al ability to explain the fundamental principles of physics. His
teaching methods were very distinct from those of other teache.rs It
was.always interesting to listen to his physics lessons and his studer:nts
anxiously waited for the next lesson. His explanations were crystal

clear to his students and further reading from books was not
necessary.

?‘I \ During his career at the JCC from 1956 to 1964 he taught SSC and HSC
¥ 9 students. !—hs students always performed well in exams while at school
Mr Velupillai Vigneswaran and at unwersn.y. He is a teacher who can be very proud of his career
- . and who provided a firm foundation for a number of prominent
scientists, engineers, doctors and many others in various professions. JCC students are very grateful for

his contribution to teaching and his participation in JCC affairs after his retirement. He currently lives
with his family in Canada.

We wish him a long, happy and healthy life.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr K Manickavasagar

Mr Manickavasagar was a very quiet, methodical and conscientious
teacher who took over the geography department from Mr J C
Charles. He was my geography teacher and many of us who came
under his tutorage developed a liking for the subject and offered it as
a core subject in higher seats of learning. When | finished my
university education | joined the geography department and
succeeded him as the head of the same department.
Mr Manickavasagar was also the senior house master of Wilkes House.
i ry. He took an active interest in the extra-curricular activities of all the
members of the house and stayed for long hours on the college
G 'y 4 esplanade to ensure the athletes did perform well. He was a popular
T member of the tutorial staff, and thus was entrusted with the
Mr K Manickavasager responsible job of running the teachers, Credit Society, a responsibility
he discharged to the satisfaction of all members. Though he is no more with us we will still remember
with pride and joy his contributions to keep the college flag flying.

Compiled by Mr T Pararasasingham
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Mr Paramanantham, BSc: Senior Teacher _
A very dedicated teacher. He taught chemistry and botany and was the author of science

text books.

Mr Paramanantham was a hardworking and dedicated teacher. He
used to give lessons to students outside his teaching periods. He
joined JCC in the late fifties and taught chemistry and botany to
middle school, SSC and HSC students. His passion for teaching and
disseminating his knowledge to fellow teachers and students resulted
in the publication of two books. The first one was published in 1960
and was known as ‘Vingnana Pothini’ (science teaching) and was well
recognised in Jaffna schools and recommended as a text book for the
science students from 6th to 8th standards. The second book was
titled ‘Chemistry Made Easy'. It was published in the early sixties and
helped students to prepare for their SSC examinations.

fillllln

Mr Paramanantham

He was a very helpful teacher and was instrumental in organising
excursions relating to scientific studies. He taught many students at JCC, who later performed well in
their careers as doctors, engineers, scientists and teachers. He left JCC in the seventies and worked in
Brunei as a teacher. He is well remembered by all the Centralites for his contribution to education.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr Victor Kiruparajah: English Teacher
An excellent English teacher and journalist

Kiruparajah Master joined JCC as an English teacher in the mid fifties
and continued until the seventies. He used to teach English to
students in the middle school. He was very fluent in English with
exceptional writing skills. His method of teaching English and his
sense of humour made him very popular among students. Above all
he was a good singer and participated and organised the carol
services in the region. While at Central his passion for sports and his
genuine interest in our performance in sports events were well
received among staff and students. He wrote numerous articles about
sports activities in Jaffna District in English papers circulated in Ceylon.
He was very popular in the sports media in Ceylon. Kiruparajah Master
used to write special articles in the Daily Mirror about the performance
of the JCC cricket team. Students and teachers enthusiastically read

these articles. | regularly helped him to compile the scores and other details of matches which were
sent to the English papers.

Mr Victor Kiruparajah

He was a good cricket commentator with a distinct sense of humour. The cricket enthusiasts in Jaffna
enjoyed listening to his commentary.

The teachers and Centralites are ve

_ ry grateful to Kiruparajah Master for his contributions to journalism
and sports activities at JCC.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr S Arunachalam

Mr S Arunachalam was one of the most loved and revered teachers of
our time. He exhibited a harmonious blend of Southern and Northern
tradition in his approach to relationships with students, which came in
handy to deal with student unrest on one or two occasions at our
institution. Since he was devoid of prejudice he was able to win the
heart of anyone who was fortunate to have come in contact with him.

Hence he was held in high regard by the student population, the
academic staff and the old boys of the College.

| Hewas a successful mathematics teacher and excelled in the teaching
i} of arithmetic to the senior students, The pragmatic approach he had

L. 000"

; to the teaching of arithmetic took away the myth and associated fear
Mr S Arunachalam : :
of the learning of numerals and successfully made many pupils and
students to love and excel in the subject.

College Photograph (1950)

i i ity for the so-called
intuition i i hich provided an opportunity o-cal
intuition in the peninsula w ' . _ Ll
E)ur almadmatilf Wtass: ;)r?c?ther opportunity for them to sit for the senior schc;?l ceri’:;ﬁczaetie e
e of ol holars who were thrown out of many institutions of learn gh cHihsuis
bl | h education and it was Mr Arunachalam who was g

i mory.
passes without his thought of goodwill and love towards his memory.

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam
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Mr T (Tommy) | Abraham: Prefect cf Games, Sports Coach, Headmaster of Lower School and
Mathematics and English Teacher

A dedicated teacher whose untiring efforts in organizing and co-ordinating sports
activities were commendable

Abraham Master joined JCC in 1943 as a maths and English teacher.
Due to his all-round sports skills he took over the coaching of teams
for most of the sports and athletics activities. He was then entrusted
with the role of the JCC Prefect of Games, which he carried out with
great enthusiasm and success until his retirement. Due to the
proximity of the JCC grounds in the Northern Province, Mr Abraham
also organized and managed most of the inter-school games and
athletics meets in the Province. His duties involved planning,
managing and ensuring financial resources for all sports events. He
was once entrusted with organizing the first National Schools Basket
ball Tournament which was held at Jaffna Central College.

Mr T 1 Abraham

When Abraham Master was the Prefect of Games, JCC excelled in
cricket, football, basketball, hockey and athletics and our students and teams received numerous
trophies in local and national tournaments. Owing to his efforts, leadership and the appointment and
involvement of talented coaches, JCC experienced a glorious period in sports.

When the school decided to make the Lower School into a separate entity owing to increasing
enrolment at JCC, Mr. Abraham was entrusted with the additional role as the Headmaster of the Lower
School. His responsibility was to supervise the establishment and smooth operation of this critical area
of JCC's academic standards and expectations.

Mr Abraham’s quiet demeanour, his gentle approach and stellar leadership in his areas of
responsibility, won him the admiration and respect of all students and academic staff. For his efforts
and service to the school he was awarded a Grade 1 Special Post by the School Administration.

Upon his retirement in 1969 Mr Abraham spent a few years as the Secretary to the Jaffna YMCA, a role
that he enjoyed very much since he had further opportunities to serve Jaffna in a multi-faceted
environment with the youth of Jaffna. Subsequently he moved to Canada to be with two of his children
and their families who had settled there.In Canada he greatly enjoyed getting back in touch with many
of his beloved former students and being able to be present at the various sports and social events
organized by the JCC Old Boys' Association of Canada.

Abraham Master passed away in Toronto, Canada in March 1998. His contributions to JCC and efficient
co-ordinating skills will always be remembered and cherished by Centralites and teachers worldwide.

Prof R K Guganesharajah

(I am very grateful to Mr B Abraham for providing additional information and for updating this article.)

JAFFNA
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Mr P Manoharan MSc (Chem) BSc (London) FRIC AmiChemEng
old Boy JCC (1940-1952), Senior Teacher (1956-1966)

A prominent scientist, chemical en
career to Alma Mater JCC

gineer and an excellent teacher who dedicated his

Manoharan Master is a brilljant teacher with a strong scientific back-
ground. While he was at JCC he taught chemistry and zoology to HSC
students. He was very popular among students, His strong
background in chemistry and its practical applications benefited the
JCC students and the Jaffna community. While at JCC he was a
member of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association.

The fresh water (groundwater) resources of the Jaffna Peninsula are
vital for agricultural activities and the potable water supply.
Over-abstraction and intrusion of saltwater and upconing effects have
been a major threat to the region. In order to protect the water
resources of the peninsula, a Steering committee was formed in the
fifties under the chairmanship of the then Government Agent, Mr
Nevile Jejaweera, Mr S Arumagam, Deputy Director of Irrigation
Department and several other members from various institutes. Mr Manoharan was a specialist
member of the Steering Committee and advised it with his extensive knowledge in chemistry. He also
led the team responsible for the chemical analysis of groundwater.

He joined the Paper Mill in Vallachenai as a chemical engineer in 1966.. However, his passion for
research and development continued. He published several research papers and preser_wted some of
his findings at the Srilankan Association for the Advancement of Science. He recognised that the
foundation and skills he had gained at the college allowed him to broaden his career and to earn
recognition for his scientific contributions to Ceylon. Manoharan Master_currently lives m_Canada with
his family. His boundless enthusiasm for JCC affairs is well recognised and appreciated by the
Centralites.

We wish him a long, healthy and happy retirement.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr Alagacone: English Teacher
A dedicated English teacher

Mr Alagacone was a teacher well respected by stcznff and sturfler.us. :e
served JCC as an English teacher from the late fifties to the sixties. He
was responsible for teaching English to thg JSC and.SSC studen;s.ssé
taught and trained those students to sit for thelr NPTA an i
examinations which were conducted externally. His student.:,j e>t<Fe io
in English examinations and this gave them a soynd Loun '? :joenms’
study the science subjects in English. He was dedicated to s uI el
welfare and was in charge of the JCC Board of Prefects for several y

until his retirement in the late sixties.

: JCC students are very grateful for his contributions to our college. He
: is well remembered by the Centralites and JCC staff.

Mr Alagacone
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Mr K Manickavasagar: Librarian (1954-1995)
A popular and dedicated librarian of our college

Mr Manickavasagar is a JCC old boy and was the librarian of our
prestigious JCC library. He has extensive knowledge of the history of
Jaffna and was responsible for unearthing several historic facts about
JCC. Heis very methodical and was responsible for organising the JCC
library and for classifying the books to meet modern standards.

Although he retired from JCC in 1995 his enthusiasm for studying the
history of the JCC and other schools in the region continued. He has
volunteered to write an article about the history of the JCC, which is
included in this souvenir. Mr Manickavasagar has published several
papers which are examples of his knowledge and imaginative talent.
He also wrote well researched articles about Rev. Peter Percival,
Principal of our college from 1934 to 1951 and about the Hindu and
Tamil scholar Srilasiri Arumuga Navalar who was an old boy and a teacher at JCC (the school was called
Jaffna Central School at that time).The articles highlighted the integrity of these two religious
leaders, and the understanding and respect they had for each other.

K. Manickavasagar

The Library, 1934.
It is. worth noting' that our college was founded on 1st August 1816 and coincidently Mr
Manickavasagar's birthday falls on the same day (1st August 1935). He has dedicated his life to our
college. His spent over 50 years at Central as student and librarian.

He lives in Colombo and is actively involved in research related to our college. Centralites are very
grateful to him. We wish him a long and healthy life.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Maha Viyaharana Mahopathvaya v, Ramasamy Sarma

| ] He was a Igarned scholar discovered
in the Tamil Nadu to fill in a long felt
ment at the College. He magnificen

::rt:i:":umty and left a rich' Ieg‘acy whf:en he retired after a long spell of
vice at Central. By his simple living and tolerant attitude he
enriched the cultural landscape of that period.
He made learning Tamil grammar an easy and enjoyable discipline
| and performance at the public examinations were always exceptional'
| Even those who were enamored by Western cultural content came tc;
appreciate the richness and depth of Tamil literary works. | was very
. /) B fortunate to learn Tamil under him in the HS.C. classes and still
MahaEatia var remember with pride some sections of the epic Ramayana and the

spiritual poetry tradition of the post san i
. gham period. When two old
Centralites meet the name of our scholarly teacher is always get mentioned.

by the principal Rev. Percy Cash
need to head the Tamil depart-
tly integrated with the school

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam

Mr. Ram Coomarasamy: Music Scholar and Teacher

The Coomarasamy family had a very close relationship with the
college. Mr. Ram Coomarasamy after successfully completing his
music and academic studies in south India joined the teaching staff of
JCC His addition to the tutorial staff further enlarged and enriched the
curriculum content available to the student population.

Many children looked upon music as a viable alternative profession to
follow in later life. His contribution in the field of musical recitations
| during official functions enriched the content of the occasion and left
| many to go home in peace and happiness.

Mr. R Coomarasamy

In this reminiscence we thank him and wish him all the best.

Compiled by Mr T Pararasasingham
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Mr Apputhurai Mathiaparanam BA: Senior Teacher.in Tamil Language
A well respected scholar in Tamil language and Latin

Mr A Mathiaparanam

Mathiaparanam Master joined the JCC in the mid- forties and
continued to work until his retirement in 1969. He was recruited to
teach Latin at JCC but the increase in demand for studying Tamil
among students compelled him to teach Tamil. Tamil was his
preferred and favorite subject and he enthusiastically taught its
grammar and literature to numerous students.

Tamil is one of the oldest languages in Asia and its letters from the
Brahmi Inscriptions date back to over 3000 years ago. Tamil has a rich
literature. Mathiaparanam Master’s in-depth understanding of its
literature and his method of teaching were exemplary. The students
listened to him attentively.

He also taught several future prominent scientists and professionals during his career at the JCC. He
passed away in 1979. He made a mark among students and is passionately remembered by them.

Compiled by Prof RK Guganesharajah

Mrs Inpamany Mathiaparanam BSc: Senior Teacher in Mathematics and Christianity

(mid-fifties-1979)

A humble and well respected teacher, who specialized in mathematics

Mathiaparanam Teacher studied at JCC's sister school Vembadi Girls
High School. After her education at VGHS she studied at the Madras
University and obtained a degree in mathematics. She was a teacher
at the VGHS before joining our college in the mid forties.

Mathiaparanam Teacher continued her career at our college until her
retirement in 1974. She took active interest in preserving the culture
and the values of JCC. Her students are spread all over the world and
include prominent scientists and professionals.

She passed away on 18 October 1996. Her legacy and contribution to
JCC is well remembered by the Centralites and teachers.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

164 JCC| & cous




Mrs Navamany Mills: Maths Teacher

Mrs Mills joined JCC as
mathematics, arithmetic a
She was a good teacher a
Very popular among stu
explain mathematics an
students to obtain plac
help students was well

a teacher in the late fifties. She taught
nd English to students in the Middle Schoal.
nd enthusiastically helped students. She was
dents and had the distinct ability to clearly
d arithmetic to students. She helped several
es at Jf::l:;:| ers Mills voluntary assistance to
: recognise the then Princi : i
and Vice Principal Mr A E Tamber. Sh)fe was requestedpl:a:)lff’:::rr?tzhfl\g?;
studer!ts who required further support in mathematics and arithmetic.
Mra: Mills used to stay in school until after the school had closed to
g assist the students. Her students spread around the world and include
T —r several prominent professionals and scientists.

Mrs Mills” services are well remembered by Centralites who studied at JCC in the late sixties. The
teachers and Centralites are very grateful for her services to the students at JCC

'Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr V K Nadarajah BA: History Teacher
A dedicated history teacher

Mr V K Nadarajah was the history teacher at JCC in the fifties and
sixties. He obtained his BA degree from the University of Ceylon. He
was very calm person and popular among the students. While at JCC
he taught history in English and Tamil to SSC and HSC students. Above
all he promoted journalism among students and guided them in writ-
ing articles. He was the warden of the ‘Rigg Hall’ hostel in the early six-
ties and enjoyed this position because it enabled to help the students
who came from various regions in Ceylon. Mr Nadarajah promoted
education to Tamil students from other provinces and obtained places
for them to study at JCC. He was an adviser to the editorial board of
= : 1 the college magazine ‘Mathiya Theepam'’ which was a monthly journal

MrV K Nadarajah published from 1958 to 1960. When | recently spoke to Mr S
Thavalingam Mr S Chandrabose and Mr V Rengan who were on the edltor.ial boefrd of the magazine,
they mentioned how they appreciated his contributions to its successful circulation at JCC. Above all

...... tinn hocaica it

he was the warden of the ‘Rigg Hall’ hostel in the early sixties and enjoyed his position because it
helped him to help the hostel students who came from various regiens in Ceylon.

students and some of them entered the Faculty of Arts at the universities

Mr Nadarajah taught several y of Ar
J ; s students excelled at the college and at universities. Several of tthem

in Peradeniya and Colombo. Hi : e
fared well in their professional career in various disciplines.

Mr Nadarajah’s contributions to JCC are remembered and appreciated by all staff and Centralites.
Compiled by Prof RK Guganesharajah
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Mr Jeyasingam (Ratnam): Head of Commerce De|?artment
An excellent teacher in commerce and mathematics

Ratnam Master is a quiet and soft spoken gentleman. Ratnam Master
joined the Commerce Education Department at JCC in the forties to
assist Kalaipulavar Navaratnam who was the head of this department.
Kalaipulavar Navaratnam, a dedicated and well qualified person in
commerce education, was instrumental in organising this department
from its inception in 1920. This course enhanced the employment
opportunities for JCC students.

Along with his responsibilities in the Commerce Department, Ratnam
Master taught mathematics in the Middle School. Once Navaratnam
Master retired in the fifties, he assumed the head-ship of the
Commerce Department and built it up in accordance with the
changing demands of the economic and social needs of the society.

Under his leadership the number of students studying commerce multiplied many fold and the
performances of students were remarkable. The teaching faculty too grew to a sizeable number. He
was senior house master for a few years, during which time he took a keen interest in athletics.

Mr Jeyasingam

Ratnam Master won a Nuffield scholarship and obtained further training in the United Kingdom. With
his professional endowment and new vigour he continued to build the Commerce Department at
Central. While he was in the process of developing commercial education at the college, he was
selected to head the upcoming Jaffna Technical College at Kokuvil. This move was a great loss to
Central but his support to JCC remained intact.

Ratnam Master currently lives in Toronto, Canada. Centralites wish him all the best for a long, happy
and healthy retirement

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam

Mr A T Setthukavalar

A T Sethukavalar (senior) was a well-respected physics teacher. He was a dedicated and committed
teacher who always walked into the class on time, so to say, with the bell and left also with the bell.
Anyone passing by his class would instinctively pause or look in on the conspicuous silence prevailing
in the class room as such was the depth of interest his pupils had towards the subject. He was a soft
spoken gentleman, even in the staff room. He won the hearts and minds of every member of the
academic profession at Central and the dedication with which he taught the subject earned him good
results at all competitive examinations.

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam
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Mr S H Sethukavalar

Compiled by Mr T Pararasasingham

Mr Jeyaratnam

In the development of the curriculum content and the subjects offered, , eminent Heads of our Alma
Mater have strived to subjects which reflect the needs of the community and the economic
backgrounds of the student population. During Rev. Cash’s stewardship a determined effort was
made to facilitate the teaching of vocational disciplines such as wood-work, metal-work and
commerce. When Rev Smith became the Principal of JCC he built a full-fledged workshop with facilities
for carpentry and metal work. Mr Jeyaratnam, a trained vocational teacher, was entrusted with the
responsibility for the workshop. He was a successful teacher and many students took up this subject
and excelled in public examinations. Their good performance enhanced their prospects for
employment in the public and private sectors.

JCC students are very grateful for his con-tribution to teaching.
We wish him a long, happy and healthy life.

Compiied by Mr T Pararajasingam
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Tribute to Our Teachers for Developing the Curriculum

Central has traditionally been a centre for highly motivated teachers with exceptiqnal skills. The
collective and individual contributions from some of our teachers have been complimented in this
souvenir. It is difficult to write articles about them individually owing to time constraints but their
collective contributions are broadly summarised in their distinct disciplines. When we compiled the
contributions from our teachers, we experienced further problems because valuable school
magazines, souvenirs and publications about teachers and JCC were lost during the war. Thg main set
back was caused by the destruction of the Romaine Hall Building, where the college library was
housed. This resulted in the loss of valuable publications, photographs and documents. We endeavour
to undertake more efforts to document their contributions individually in future editions of our

souvenir.

Curriculum

In developing the curriculum for our college, the effort and imaginative talents of our teachers have
been exceptional. They set standards for other institutions in the region to follow suit. Though there
was no officially mandated subject department, subject teachers and the administration met at regular
intervals to discuss the syllabus, content and the method of implementation. Their close association
and regular meetings helped subject teachers to bond and to build an efficient body to promote their
well thought-out ideas on issues of interest. At Central we had such bodies or departments practically
for all the subjects.

From the fifties to the eighties out of all departments, the Tamil and English Language Departments
had the highest number of teachers in our college. In the Tamil Department we had prominent
scholars like Sarma Ayar, Mathiyaparanam Master, Kulasegarasinga Master, Pundit Rasiah Master,
Satchthanantham Master, Shanmuga Kumaresan Master, K. K. Nadarasha Master, Saiva Pulavar and
many more. These brilliant teachers did an excellent job of teaching and disseminating their
knowledge to students but also boosted the self-esteem of those placed in their charge. They played a
crucial role at a time when far reaching changes were taking place in the educational policy that was
enforced at that time. The Tamil language was elevated to its rightful place as the medium of
instruction and these dedicated teachers were entrusted with the responsibility for an easy transition.

The English Department too had many intellectual giants such as Mahalingam Master, Alagakone
Master, Victor Rajaratnam Master, Theivanamthampillai Master, Sabapathypillai Master, Alfonse
Master, Janagan Master, Edward Master, Storer Master and many others. These scholars and many who
served before them left lasting imprint on those who were fortunate to have been taught by them. Itis
with respect and admiration that we remember them here.

The talent and contribution of our teachers in the science and mathematics departments further
galvanised our curriculum requirements to cope with the challenges faced in the modern era. Notably
these teachers include Ariyarathnam Master, Puthirasingam Master, Tissaveerasingam Master,
Kulendran Master, Nava Niles Master, Vinayagam Master and several others.

We highly appreciate the immense contributions from expatriate staff who came from South India to
enhancing the curriculum in science and the social life of the local community. They include Jacob
Master, Subramaniam Master, Vancheswaran Master, Asirvatham Master, G. N. Edwards master and
many others. On many occasions Old Boys have stepped into fill vacant spots on the teaching roll.
Mention should be made of Mr. K. Kanageswaran, Mr. Loganathan,Mr R. Perinpanathan Dr. S.
Sivakumaran and many others for their timely help to our Alma Mater and to the community in which
they were born. The enhancement of science education was supported by teachers with a well
founded background in mathematics and with exceptional teaching abilities. They included

prominent teachers such as Rajalingam Master, Mahadeva Master, Arasalingam M i
. : ' aster, Amarasingam
Master and Rathakrishnan Master. g ter, Amarasing
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ng a firm foundation for students. Their skills included the art
m a.nteresting to students. Our teachers to be remembered
helliah Teacher, Thurairatnam Teacher, Appadurai Teacher
er, Rajah Teacher, Niles Teacher, Kathiravel Teacher Josepl';
an Master, Kumarasundaram Master, Kasi Visuvanatha;m Master

of explaining subjects and making the
include Kumarasundaram Teacher, C
selvarajah Teacher, Ponnudurai Teach
Teacher, Balasingam Master, Kamalahar
and Kandasamy Master (Art Master),
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B

Our teachers’ contributions to developing the curriculum are the major influencing factor in
maintaining the status of our school as a leading institute in Sri Lanka. Centralites are very grateful for

their contributions and these traditions will continue forever.

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam and Prof RK Guganesharajah
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Support Staff

Mr A Arumugam

ring the forties and fifties. His performance facilitated the

Late Mr. Arumugam was the chief Clark du e
d to the needs of the scholars, administrators, the tutorial

smooth functioning of the office and catere
staff and the parents and old boys.

When Rev. C A Smith became Principle he found it difficult to pronounce Mr Arumugam’s name and he
started calling him Harry Mohan. This name stuck to him till he retired. He was office assistant when
Central was in a decade of expansion in all spheres of activities - education, sports, infrastructure. |
often saw him working very late in the evening to balance the books and plan out the programme for
the next day. He was a tireless worker and a friendly soul. We do remember him with gratitude and

love.

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam

Mr S Alagarajah

Mr. Alagarajah was our senior office assistant. He was an old boy of the
institution and the principal and the co-administrators had implicit
faith in his ability and trustworthiness. He built up the office to an
esteemed position so that it could handle a wide variety of disciplines
as well as the demands of the student population of over two
thousand scholars. He was assisted by two more talented office
assistants to aid him in handling the heavy load of his work.

Mr Alagarajah was well liked by both the students and teachers, not to
forget the parents who came to meet the Principal or other members
of staff. He always had a smile and sent pupils home with a contented
heart. He made the commerce department at Central proud with his
successes at the job. He succeeded Mr Arumugam who was the Chief
Clerk during the forties and fifties.

Mr S Alagarajah

Compiled by Mr T Pararajasingam

Mr Gopal

Gopal was our labs assistant and was responsible for setting up the
equipment and other requirements for the HSC students. He mostly
worked in the Botany and Zoology laboratories. It was a very difficult
job as he had to co ordinate with the teachers and students to carry
out his duties. He served the college from 1959 to 1973 and helped
several students and some of them are currently leading
professionals, teachers and doctors. His contribution to the college is
well remembered by the staff and the students.

Gopal lives in Canada and the Centralites appreciate his contribution
to JCC.

Mr Gopal

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah
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Mr Subramaniam

Subramaniam worked as lab assistant and was responsible for the
cher;nmtry laboratory. He was responsible for setting up the
equ‘|pment and other requirements for the HSC students. He co-
ordinated well with the teachers and students to carry out his duties.
He served the college from the sixties and helped several students. His

contribution to the college is well remembered by the staff and
Centralites.

He lives in Canada and the Centralites appreciate his contribution to
JCC,

Mr Subramaniam

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr Rasiah

Rasiah is well known to all the students. He was an integral part of our
JCC. Initially he was employed as a laboratory assistant and then
worked as a supervisor. He also helped to maintain the school office.
He lived in the college premises. Rasiah is well remembered by the
staff and all the Centralites.

Mr Rasia

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Ground Boys

| was a student at Central College for 15 years, for the period f.ron.n the
time of Rev. Smith to the time of late Mr. E. Sabalingam as principals.

Mr. Sinathamby had been the (play)ground boy when I‘was at Central;
after his retirement, Mr. Kandiah took over that pgsitlon. They were
both genuine ground boys. They single handedly did all the necessary
work for any games whether cricket, soccer, hcu;key‘r basketball, track
and field events etc. The play ground was maintained well for any
game to take place at very short notice. The ground was not only used
by the students of Jaffna Central College, but also by other Jaffna

<chools to hold their sport activities.

Mr Kandiah
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ndled with care and kept in good condition. The
beginning of games and took them back at the
ssued to whom. The Prefect of Games annually

All the equipment needed for the sport events was ha
ground boys issued equipment to the students at the
end of the games, keeping a mental record of what was i
audits the record of sport items and takes an inventory of them.

We, the students, called Mr. Sinathamby, the Vice Principal, because he was honest, strict and a good
disciplinarian. Mr. Kandiah was a mild mannered gentleman, and a pleasant personality. He was

responsible and sincere in everything he did.

These ground boys played an important role along with the students, coaches, and prefects and the
prefect of games, to clinch victory for the school. We ought to appreciate their contribution to the
successful conclusion of all the sport events that took place at Jaffna Central and remember the way

they cared for the school ground.

Compiled by Mr S. Chandrabose
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_ JCCProfessionals
Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr William Duraiappah Niles

Mr Niles was an Old Boy of Jaffna Central College and born in 1873. He
w§s the son of Rev. D P Niles and father of Rev. D T Niles who was the
Principal of JCC from 1956 to 1962. Mr Niles was an active member of
the Mgthodist Church, a circuit steward, local preacher and member of
the District and Provincial Synod. He actively supported the founding

of the Christa Seva Ashram at Mruthanamadam in 1939 and became
one of the two Vice Presidents.

Mr Niles served as District Judge of Jaffna from 1925 to 1928. He was
one of JCC's distinguished Old Boys and was the Vice President of the
OBA, Jaffna. He was closely associated with Rev. Cash from 1924 to
1926 in constructing a new buildings for the College and extending
the existing buildings At this critical period his support for JCC
activities and participation as the Vice President of the OBA were
commendable. This was the period the College underwent a major
reform and widening of curriculum.

He later became Commissioner of Request, Colombo in 1928 and continued in this position until his
retirement in 1933.. He was also involved in politics and promoted the balanced representation of
Tamil and Sinhalese in the post-colonial legislative structure of Ceylon.

Mr Niles passed away in 1942. His services to our College and OBA at critical periods were appreciated
by all Centralites and Staff. He made mark in the history of JCC.

Mr M Ravindran BSc (Eng), MIE, CEng

~— M Ravindran is known as Ravi by his friends. He studied at JCC from
1965 to 1968. He was a calm and popular person among staff and
students, While at JCC he actively participated in sports and was a
member of the board of prefects. He represented JCC in football and
athletics. It was his popularity and performance in sports which got
him elected as the captain of Wilkes House.

He entered the Faculty of Engineering, University of Ceylon, from JCC
and obtained his degree in civil engineering in 1973. He then joingd
the Irrigation Department and worked as an Irrigation Engineer. Rawfs
dedication, leadership and managerial skills are commendable. This
earned him a position as Deputy Director of Irrigation in Bandarawella
in 1990. He held this position until 1994, He then movgd to Bat.tICOIa
as Deputy Director of Irrigation. His passion for engineering CO.ntIr'IL-iEd
and he worked as the Project Director on the Mauara D‘IVerSIOI‘I
project and as Technical Director for the I\!orth and East' Agr!cu!tural
Projects (NEAP). Currently he serves as Design/Construction Engineer
for the PEACE projects. He is well kn_own to Centrahtes' a‘nd we
appreciate his talents and his contributlgn to deve:lop the irrigation
projects in the Northern and Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka.

M Ravindran
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Dr Sabaratnam Sivakumaran, MD, MBBS, MRCP

Dr Sivakuma is one of the talented students of JCC and at the Medical
Faculty of the University of Colombo. He is a writer; good teacher and
disstinct scholar with exceptional skills. In 1958 he made his mark by
becoming first in the Northern Province Teachers Association (NPTA)
examination held for the eigth standard students and obtaining
distinctions in all the subjects. He promoted journalism among
college students and published articles in the college monthly
magazine ‘Maththiya Theepam'. He also had a role as an editor of the
magazine for a while and wrote a continuous story in .Tamil titled
Mayapangala Manthiravaathi (LOMUWIT UMIGETT LDBA] eurs)).
= ST This story was very popular and appreciated by the students and the
Dr S Sivakumaran teachers. He also participated in college dramas.

While at school he helped science teacher Mr Paramananthan in writing a Tamil chemistry book titled
mexlsor @IEFMIETOILEG for the GCE O/L students. He taught chemistry to GCE O/L and A/L students
after completing his university entrance examination in 1964.

He was also a member of the college board of prefects. His popularity among students earned him a
position as captain of the Bullough House in 1964. He entered the Faculty of Medicine, University of
Colombo in 1964 and completed the MBBS degree with 2nd Class. Dr Sivakumar continued his studies
and obtained a MD degree from University of Ceylon and MRCP (UK). He practised as doctor at
hospitals in Jaffna, Mannar and Colombo.

Dr Sivakumar retired in 2007 but continues to work as a Physician in Sri Lanka.. He also teaches medical
students and acts as clinical examiner for the MRCP examination. Centralites appreciate his services to
our college students and to the people in Sri Lanka.

Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

Mr M Mohankumar: BSc (Eng)

=N Mchan studied at JCC from 1956 to 1968 and then followed a course
in civil engineering at the Katubedda Campus. He worked in the
Department of Buildings and Department of Irrigation for five years.
Following his initial career in Sri Lanka he moved to the UK and
obtained a degree in civil engineering at the East London University.
He worked in the construction industry in the UK for a year and
migrated to Australia in 1983 and joined the Railcorp of New South
Wales.

He is actively involved in human rights isssues and in helping
communities through charity organisations. He is very passionate
: about Tamil culture and to promote Tamil cause. Mohan is a popular
Mr M Mohankumar and well known charity worker in Autralia.
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Mr K Mahendranathan

Mahendranathan was motivated by his elder brother the late
D:T.Ragunathan, to enrol at JCC in the mid sixties. He enjoys watchin

cricket and was a JCC cricket fan even before joining the college Hg
knows well most of the JCC cricket captains and players th? l';ave
represented JCC since the mid sixties. He remembers his past teachers

After completing his studies at JCC he joined the Railways in Sri Lanka
|____.__... - and worked in Colombo. However, his passion for cricket continued
N e tentanatian and he made time to watch JCC playing against St Johns College, a

. game popularly known as the ‘Battle of the North'. In 1986 he assumed

duty as the Station Master of the Jaffna Railway Station. This new position in Jaffna suited him well as it
allowed him to help the JCC in its welfare activities. In 1990 he was elected as the secretary of the
Centralites Sports Club, Jaffna At this time he was responsible for renovating the JCC play ground
which was badly affected by the conflict. This made it possible to play the Big Match after several years.
In 1992 he returned to Colombo but continued to serve JCC. He was instrumental in reorganising the

Colombo OBA in 1993 as it had been defunct since 1983. His service to the college is highly
appreciated by the Centralites

Mr A Srikantha MSc (Struct), BSc(Eng), MICE, CEng

Mr A Srikantha is known as Sri by his friends. He studied at JCC from
1959 to 1963; a brilliant student and a mathematician. He finished his
first degree in engineering at the University of Peredeniya. After
completing his first degree he joined the State Engineering
Corporation in Sri Lanka as a design engineer. Sri then worked on a
major reservoir site in Klaweva as a resident engineer and was
responsible for the construction of a major sluice structure. Sri
completed the work in time to meet the national programme and
made an impression as a good organiser and manager. He also served
as a director before moving to the United Kingdom. He worked for

S — Binnie and Partners as a design engineer in the UK. Following this

Mr A Srikantha assignment he joined Lambeth City Council as an engineer.

Sri specialised in structural designs and completed his MSc degree at the University of Surrey. He

currently works for AECOM International in Canada as a consultant and is involved in the design of
complex structures. Sri is a good friend of mine and studied with me at JCC and at university. He always

remembers JCC and highly values the experience he gained there.

Mr A Ganeshwaran MVSc, BVs

[ : E ' Mr Ganeshwaran was popularly known as Ganesh by his friends. He
studied at JCC for over ten years and entered the Unive_rsity gf Ceylon
to pursue a career in veterinary science. After completing his degree
he worked as a Veterinary Surgeon for the Sri Lankan quernment. In
1982 he moved to France and worked there. While in France h_e
completed his masters degree MVSc. He then mlgr_a_ted to Canada. His
current interest mainly focuses on research activities and work as a
consultant for pharmaceutical companies. He was a poplflar student
at JCC and well known for his skills in elocution in English. A good
team member. He values his experience at JCC and is well known to all

teachers and students in our college.

Mr A Ganeshwaran
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Mr S Chandrabose BA

Mr Chandrabose is known as Bose by his friends. A good athlete, he
represented the school in numerous national events where he
received medals for his outstanding performance. He studied at JCC
from 1952 until he entered the University of Ceylon in 1967.

He completed his degree in arts and worked as a teacher in Sri Lanka
for over a decade. He has written numerous books in Tamil and is a
recognised author in Tamil circles. He currently lives in Canada and is
actively involved in cultural activities and writes Tamil articles in
journals. He is a well respected student of JCC and always values the
experience and the culture of our college.

Mr S Chandrabose

Mr N Kailainathan: BSc (Eng), MICE, CEng

Mr Kailainathan studied at JCC in the sixties. He is known as Kailai by
Centralites, teachers and his friends. He entered the engineering
faculty of the University of Ceylon in 1965. He completed his degree in
civil engineering in 1969 and worked at the Ceylon Electricity Board as
a civil engineer for a period of about 10 years. Following this he
moved to Nigeria and worked in the Oyo State Water Corporation for
a period of three years.

He then moved to Botswana and formed his own company Nad-Kali
Associates and became its Director. He undetook numerous projects
in civil engineering and operated in Botswana from 1987 to 1995. This
company now operates in Australia and he is still involved in
consultancy services in civil engineering.

Mr N Kailainathan

His passion for politics and social activities continued. In 1998, he contested the Federal Election in
Australia as a candidate for the Australian Labor Party in the Bradfield constituency. This was the first
time a Srilankan and that too a JCC Old Boy contested a Federal Election in Australia. Although he lost
the election he came second out of seven candidates. There was a swing of 3% towards the Labor Party,
he received 18.8% of votes (13937) and his performance was commendable. Kailai's interests in Tamil
affairs and Tamil cultural and social issues are commendable and appreciated by all.

Mr Kandiah Thillaivinayagalingam BSc (Eng)

Kandiah Thillaivinayagalingam is known as Thillai by his friends and by
Centralites. He studied at JCC from 1961 to 1969. He entered the
Faculty of Engineering, University of Ceylon in 1969. The entrance
examination for Jaffna students was very competitive and the number
of students was limited because of a quota system was introduced by
the Government.

Thillai obtaind a degree in civil engineering in 1974. He then joined
the Ministry of Fisheries and worked there until 1984. His interests in a
variety of engineering projects continued and he joined the Cement
Works in Puttalam. He is now employed in the UK.

K Thillaivinayagalingam
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Mr Easwaran Kandiah BSc (Eng)

Easwaran studied at JCC in the sixties. He was a quiet and dedicated
student. | recollect his interest in mathematics. He entered the Faculty
of Engineering, University of Ceylon in 1969 in a very competitive
examination. He completed his degree in civil engineering in 1974.

He then joined the Education Department and was responsible for the
civil engineering projects assoCiated with schools in the Northern
Province in Sri Lanka. He took a lot of interest in JCC's new buildings
and checked their layout and designs personally. He has assisted the
then principals Mr v Balasuntharam and Mr R Rasathurai.

Easwaran Kandiah
| have known Easwaran personally well for over 40 years. | am very
impressed by his general knowledge in politics, history and his
philosophical ideas. He now lives in Canada.

Mr M Vivehanandan BSc (Eng)

Vive studied at JCC in the sixties and entered the Faculty of Engineer-
ing, University of Ceylon in 1969. The entrance examination for
engineering was very competitive at that time. He excelled in his
performance and obtained his degree in 1974. Following this he
joined the Highways Department in Sri Lanka and worked there for
over 10 years. He has lived in Australia for over two decades. Vive
continues to work as a civil engineer in Australia.

M Vivehanandan
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Prominent Academics of Jaffna Central qulege
Compiled by Prof Kanagasabai Theivendirarajah

The late Prof A Kandiah, PhD, DSc (London)

The first SriLankan Scientist to obtain the prestigious award of Doctor
of Science, D.Sc. . He was made the Professor of Chemistry at the
Ceylon University College in 1935. He was also the First President of
the Chemical Society of Ceylon. He is still honoured by the Kandiah
Memorial lecture, delivered annually at the University of Colombo by
distinguished chemistry researchers

A.Kandiah, Ph.D., D.Sc.(Lond.)
Professor of Chemistry.
Ceylon University College.
(Old Boy)

The late Prof P Chandrasegaram BA, MA
He was the Professor of Education at the University of Jaffna.
The late Prof Morgan Thambiah, PhD. (London)

He was in the staff of University of Ceylon, Colombo for nearly two decades. In the 1970s he moved to
Nigeria and there he served for a long time as Professor of Botany. He passed away in 2010 in UK

The late Mr P Makinan BSc., MSc

He was a Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department of Mathematics at the University of Jaffna.

Prof S T Ariaratnam

Professor Emeritus-Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of
Waterloo, Canada. He was a student at Jaffna Central College during
1947 and 1948 and some of his peers at Central were Mr.P.Manokeran,
Prof.V.Navaratnarajah and Dr. Underwood.

Prof ST Ariaratnam
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The late Prof A Kandiah, PhD, DSc (London)

Professor of Animal Husbandry at the University of Peradeniya. He was the

; : Fi i
Post-Graduate Institute of Agriculture at the University of Peradeniya. irst Director of the

Prof V Navaratnarajah

He was appointed Prof of Engineering at the University of Jaffna to
start a Faculty of Engineering in the late 1980s.

LY

Prof V Navaratnarajah

The late Dr Nesarajah Moses, MBBS(Ceylon), PhD (Birmingham, UK)

He was a Lecturer in Physiology at the Faculty of Medicine, University
of Colombo. Dr.Karunairatnam and Dr.Nesarajah spent their entire
schooling at Jaffna Central College. Her sister Kiruba Paramananthan,
nee Kiruba Moses is a distinguished old girl of vembadi Girls' High
School

Dr Nesarajah Moses
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Dr Sam K Maheswaran, BVSc. MS (Minnesota), PhD (Minnesota)

Professor of Microbiology, Department of Biomedical Sciences,
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, St. Paul. U.S.A

He was a student at Jaffna Central College from 1942 to 1946 and 1948
to 1954.At Central he was a College Prefect and played cricket as a
wicket keeper and was the Vice-Captain of the cricket team in 1953. He
entered the University of Ceylon in 1955 from Jaffna Central and
graduated in 1960 with a B.5c. degree in Veterinary Science

In 1962, he was awarded a US Fulbright Scholarship to pursue post
graduatestudies at the University of Minnesota where he received his

: MS and Ph.D. degrees in 1966 and 1967 respectively. He became a full
Dr Sam K Maheswaran Professor at the University of Minnesota in 1979; Director of Graduate
studies in microbiology for six years; Vice-Chair of the Department of Pathology for almost two years;
and Chair of the same Department for four years. He is now a Professor Emeritus of Microbiology at the
University of Minnesota doing part-time teaching and consulting.

Dr.T.Kirubarajan, BA, MA (Cambridge, UK), MS, PhD. (Connecticut, USA)

Canada Research Chair in Information Fusion,
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
Faculty of Engineering, McMaster University, Canada

He is a distinguished old boy of Jaffna Central College. At the GCE
advanced level Examination in Sri Lanka, he obtained distinctions in all
four subjects and was placed second in the all island merit list. He was
awarded the United Kingdom scholarship to follow the engineering
degree at the University of Cambridge.

Dr.T.Kirubarajan

Dr.S.Kalaichandran, MBBS, MD, FRCSC (Canada), FRCOG (England)
Old boy of Jaffna Central

Practices Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Rouge Valley Centenary Hospital, Scarborough, Ontario,
Canada. He also does visiting lectures at the University of Ottawa.
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Prominent A_cademics of Jaffna Central College
Compiled by Prof R K Guganesharajah

The late Prof AW R Mylvaganam, BA (Cambridge, BSc, PhD (Cantab)

Professor Mylvaganam was an Old B

educat6ion while studyin vl
scholarship in 1920. Th)i!s e?nzgljecdch?rzdt:g;t?aﬁa;d;;icae gtj\:ﬁrn;’nentl
College in Colombo. He was a brilliant i o
talerjts. In 1920, at the age of 14 he passg{l?.lldtigtCgihbrf;c:p}fr}al
Certificate Examination with a first class grade. In the following Hl}?r
passed the Cambridge Senior Certificate examination obtaini%yeaa{rﬁ i
class grade. His academic credentials included the winning ofgthe ::e
Soyza Science Prize at Royal College and the Evans Prize for
Mathematics. In 1924, at the age of 19 he obtained a BSc degree with
a flrst Flass honors. It was an unprecedented achievement for a young
Prof AW R Mylvaganam scientist to become a graduate at the age of 19. Professors
ey of e Kkt Mylvgganam‘s exceptional skills and talents in research work in
physics were well known among academics and earned him a PhD
from Cambridge University in 1938.

In 1939 he was appointed Professor of Physics at the University of Ceylon, Colombo. He was the first
person to hold this position. He served in the Physics Department for nearly three decades until the late
1960s. Professor Mylvaganam passed away on 25 March 1987. His contributions to science and
teaching are well recognised by academics and students in Ceylon.

The late Prof V Appapillai, DSc, PhD, BSc, FinstP, CPhys

Professor Appapillai is a prominent scientist recognised by physicists
worldwide. He served as a lecturer in the Department of Physics at the
University College, Colombo in 1938 and was well respected as an
experimental physicist in the country. He was awarded a PhD degree
by the University of London in 1946 for his extensive research work on
the composition and origin of cosmic rays at sea level in Colombo. He
was the first Professor of Physics at the University of Peradeniya,
appointed in early 1960s, and served as the Dean of the Faculty of
Science in the same university from 1970 to 1979. He was an elected
Fellow of the Institute of Physics (London) and became a Chartered
Physicistin 1961. In 1958, he was invited as an observer at the Nuclear
H-bomb tests carried out by the British Government in Australia. In

ProfV Appapillai recognition of his service to education and research, the University of
Courtesy of Prof K Kunaratnam b2 deniya awarded him the degree of DSc (Honoris Causa).

In recognition of his contribution to research and education the University of Jaffna awaeded him the

Degree of Doctor of Science at its Silver Jubilee celebration in 1997.

ssor of Physics at the University of
sicist Professor A W Mailvaganam,
lso a past student of JCC. Professor
the University of Peradeniya.

He worked closely with Professor Blackett, Langwo.rthy Profe
Manchester, who was a Nobel Laureate, and prominent phy
Professor of Physics at the University of Ceylon. The latter is a t
Appapillai was instrumental in organizing the Physics Department a
- - . ’ R

The above details are compiled from the article titled ‘Honouring this mighty man’ by Professor
Kumaravadivel (http://sundaytimes.lk/99101 0/plus14.html,)
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Professor Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran

Prof Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran is Head of the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology at St George’s Hospital Medical School,
University of London. He is also the President of the Royal College of
Obstetrics Gynaecologists in 2007.

In recognition of Professor Sir Arulkumaran’s work on women'’s health
and maternity care he was honored, in 2009 on the Queen’s Birthday
List.

Sir Arulkumaran is Honorary Fellow of FSOGC (Canada), FACOG
(America), FSCOG (Sri Lanka), FAMS (Singapore), FCPS (Pakistan),
FICOG (India) and FCMSA (South Africa).

Professor Arulkumaran is the Editor in Chief of Best Practice &
Research in Clinical Obstetrics & Gynaecology, and Associate Editor of
"Obstetrics and Gynaecology Survey (USA), Current Obstetrics and Gynaecology (UK)’, 'JHK Academy of
Medicine Med. Journal Obstetrics & Gynaecology. He has contributed to over 240 international
indexed articles, 125 chapters in books and has edited/ authored 18 books.

Professor Sir S Arulkumaran

All Centralites and teachers are proud of Sir Arulkumaran’s contributon to medicine. He has put our
college on the world map.

Prof. Kanagasabai Theivendirarajah: BSc (Hons), PhD

Prof. Theivendirarajah is a very popular Old Boy of Jaffna Central
College. He is instrumental in organizing the OBA Canada and served
as its president for two years. He is still an active member of its
committee. He was at JCC from grade 6 to University Entrance and
entered the University of Ceylon, Colombo in 1959. He graduated in
1963 with an honours BSc. degree in botany.

He began his career as an Assistant Lecturer in Botany at the University
of Peradeniya. He then moved to the University of Jaffna to develop
the botany department. Professor Theivendirarajah obtained his PhD.
degree from the University of London. His research was mainly
focused on microbial genetics. His passion for research continued and
he worked in 1978/79 with Dr H L K Whitehouse, University of
Cambridge, who is an authority on genetics. He also worked with his colleague Bernard Lamb from
1986 to 87, on microbial genetics at Imperial College, London.

Prof. K Theivendirarajah

Prof. Theivendirarajah was one of the pioneers in the teaching of genetics and molecular biology at the
Universities in Sri Lanka. His students spread worldwide and excelled in research and teaching. He
served at the University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka, as Professor and Head of the Botany Department for 13
years until 1991. He was instrumental in starting the graduate studies at the Faculty of Science, Jaffna
University. He supervised successfully two PhD and five MPhil studies at the University of Jaffna. He
actively and proudly promoted graduate studies at the Faculty of Science. Besides his main interest in
genetics, he has been passionately involved in research studies on Palmyrah Palm and has published
numerous research papers. In 2008 he published a A Monograph on the Palmyrah Palm.
He currently lives in Canada and continues his research activities at the Industrial/ Pharmaceutical
Division of Alpha Laboratories in Toronto. His social welfare activities for the Jaffna people and for his
students at JCC and at University are commendable and appreciated by all.
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Dr Kandiah Sundaralingam, PhD, BSc (Hons)

—— e
—_— —

Dr Sund‘araiingam studied at JCC from 1950 to 1960. He obtained his
degree in science specializing in physics at the University of Ceylon
After‘ completing his degree he worked as an assistant lecturer in thé
Physics Department at the University of Ceylon. He undertook PhD
research studies in geophysics at the University of Durham, UK, and

completed his studies in 1971. Following his studies in the UK he
worked at the University of Ceylon until 1975.

He continued to work as a lecturer/senior lecturer at the University of
Technology, Papua New Guinea from 1975 to 1983. He then joined the
| Phy;ics department of the University of South Pacific, Suva, Fiji, as a
brKandiah Sundaralingam Senior Lgcturer{'Reader (Associate Prof.) and worked until 1990, He

has published numerous research papers and worked in the capacity
of post-doctoral research assistant at IGPP, University of California, USA and as a Visiting Professor at
ICTP, Trieste, Italy. But his passion for teaching allowed him to continue his career at the Monash
University and at Swinburne University of Technology in Australia.

Professor Subramania l. Sritharan, MSc, PhD, PE, MASCE

-

Professor Sritharan is the Dean of College of Science and Engineering,
Central State University, Ohio. He studied at JCC from 1963 to 1967
and entered the University of Ceylon in 1967. His experience in the
field of water resources for nearly 40 years includes variety of water
projects in three different continents. His research background
includes surface and sub-surface hydraulics, hydrology, water
resources systems analysis, hydropower, irrigation, drainage,
applications of operations research in water systems and applications
of remote sensing for environmental management.

He has served as an Associate Editor of the Journal of Irrigation and

Dr.S Sritharan Drainage Engineering and authored numerous papers and reports. He

has worked for governmental agencies and educational institutions

and is considered to be an expert in the management of large scale irrigation systems. He has served

as the Chairman of the Water Resources Management Department and as the Director of the

International Center for Water Resources Management (ICWRM) at Central State University fr9m

September 1997 to June 2011. During this period Dr. Sritharan has expanded the ICWRM.by improving

the water quality laboratory and establishing a remote sensing laboratory. Tl?e Centralites are proud
of Dr Stitharan and he has made mark for the JCC in the United States of America.

Mr K K Arulvel

Mr Arulvel studied at JCC from 1971 to 1972 Curreqtly he is a senior
lecturer in the Department of Accounting at the Umvermtyt c?f.Jaffna.
He has enthusiastically participated in JCC's m’relfa.re activities. Ee
values his period at JCCand remembers the cqntnbutlon to JC}C‘i.by the
then principal Mr EK Shanmuganathan and his deputy Mr Re?t |n.a5|n1-c
gam. Heisawell respected and dedicated lecturer at the University 0

Jaffna and very popular among students.

) JAFENA
Mr K K Arulvel JCC CENTRAL COLLEGE
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Jcc JAFFNA
CENTRAL COLLEGE

LISTS OF PRINCIPALS, VICE PRINCIPALS,
PREFECTS OF GAMES AND FOOTBALL AND

SOCCER CAPTAINS

Consolidation: Lume:én and Mission
School (St. Peter's Church on Riaht)

& =

3 F !
(e ! -
B i ’?l»-iﬂ— "

Destruction: College Buikding (Par), Romaine Hall and Rigg Hall Hostel (War Period)

Source: JCC OBA UK

Restoration: Jaffna Central College and Play Ground (Ceasefire Period)






Name

Rev. James Lynch

Rev. James Lynch

Rev. Thomas Sequence
Rev. Robert Carver

Rev. Joseph Roberts
Rev. Dr Peter Percival
Rev. John Walton

Rev. William Barber
Rev. William Talbot

Rev. John Mitchell

Rev. John © Rhodes
Rev. John O Rhodes
Rev. Daniel Poor Niles**
Rev. Samuel R. Wilkin
Rev. Edward Strutt

Rev. Fredrick M Webster
Rev. Thomas Little

Rev. William J C Bestall
Rev. Joseph West

Rev. A E Restarick

Rev. Daniel Poor Niles**
Rev. Sheldon Knapp**

Rev. R Middleton Weaver

Rev. WT Garret

Rev, Gabriel Leese
Rev. WT Garret

Rev. George B Robson**
Rev. E C Martin

Rev. Arthur Lockwood
Rev. W T Garret

Rev. W M P Wilkes
Rev. H A Meek

Rev. W M P Wilkes
Rev. ET Selby**

Rev. Harold Bullough
Rev. H R Cornish**
Rev. Percy T Cash

Rev. J K Chammukam**
Rev. Percy T Cash

Rev. R J Seal

Rev. Percy T Cash

MrR S D Williams

Mr J W Arudpragasam
Rev. C A Smith

Mr J C Charles**

Rev. DT Niles

Mr A E Tamber

Mr E Sabalingam

Mr E K Shanmuganathan

Principals
Name of Institution
English School

Wesleyan English School
Wesleyan English School

Jaffna Central College
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Year
1815-1817
1817-1819
1819
1820-1824
1824-1934
1834-1851
1852-1854
1855
1859-1861
1862-1866
1867-1869
1869-1870
1870-1872
1873-1877
1877-1878
1879-1881
1882
1883
1884
1885-1886
1886-1887
1888-1889
1890 &
1891-1893
1894-1895
1896-1898
1899
1900
1901
1901-1903
1903-1908
1908-1910
1910-1916
1916
1917-1921
1921
1922-1926
1927
1928-1932
1933-1934(Feb)
1934-1939
1940-1942
1943-1944
1945-1955
1949
1956-1962
1962-1964
1964-1971
1971-1980
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Name Name of Institution

Mr N S Rathinasingham

Mr V Balasuntharam

Mr N Rasaratnam**

Mr N K Shanmuganathanpillai
Mr S Sivanrooban

Mr K Rasathurai

Mr S Pathmanathan**

Mr L Ongaramoorthy

Mr K Elilventhan**

Note: ** Acting Principal

Vice Principals and Deputy Principals

Name

Rev. D P Niles

Mr W Romaine Cooke
Mr J K Chanmukam
Mr O L Gibbon

Mr J W Arudpragasam
MrJ C Charles

Mr A E Tamber

Dr R Theivananthampillai (Co-Vice Principal)
Mr J S Ariyaratnam
Mr S Mahalingam

Mr V Rajaratnam

Mr N Rathinasingham
Mr R K Rjasenan

Mr V Balasuntharam
Mr A Sinnathamby
Mr N Rasaratnam

Mr K Kandasamy

Mr V Aiyathurai

Mr S Sivantoopan

Mr T Nagaratnam

Mr L Ongaramoorthy
Mr C Sivakumaran
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Year

1980-1982
1983-1990

1990

1990-1996

1996

1996-2005
2005-2008
2008-2011 (Aug)
2011 (Aug) to date

Year

1869-1878
1901-1916
1924-1928
1929

1929

1939-1957
1958-1962
1958-1962
1962-1964
1965-1970
1970-1973
1971-1980
1980-1981
1980-1982
1981-1982
1983-1990
1990-1991
1991-1993
1991-1996
1993-2006
1997-2005
2007-2010

| JAFFNA :
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Name Prefects of Games

Mr J S Selvaratnam
Mr T | Abraham

Mr A Kulendran

Mr A W David

Mr M P Broodie

Mr C Dayaladeva
Mr E S Thambiah

Mr V Aiyathurai

Mr V T Ganeshalingam
Mr VT Manoharan
Lt T Nagaratnam

Mr V S Mahenthiran
Mr S Vethanayagam

Head Masters

Name

Mr Brown Sinnathamby
Mr Samuel Grenier

Mr William Nevins
Rev.D P Niles

Mr J K Chanmukam
Mr L P Spencer

Mr J W Arudpragasam
Mr K Kanagasabai

Mr S Velupillai

Mr K Muttiah

Mr K Selliah

Mr V Sivarajah

Mr T Kanagalingam
Mr A Leonsius

Mr V Sivanesan

Mr Thiagarajah

Miss T Ramalingam
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Year
1929-1943
1944-1969
1969-1972
1972-1980
1980
1980-1981
1982-1984
1984-1986
1987-1990
1990-1995
1996-1997
1998-2008
2008-to date

Year

1835

1855-1860
1860-1886
1886-1894
1894-1923
1900

1924-1928
1929-1959
1960-1970
1970-1971
1971-1978
1979-1980
1980-1986
1986-1987
1987-1996
1996-2001
2001-to date
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Senior Prefects

Name

B S N Selvadurai

A Arumanayagam
M Sebaratnam

D S Tambyah

A J Tambyah

V E Ratnasabapathy
M A Azeeze

S Nagendra

W Pathmanathan

A Thurairajah

S Vijayapaskaran

C Wijayanathan

W Sivagurunathan
W Sivagurunathan
L Selvanayagam

V D Jeyaratnasingam
T Chinniah

N Sri Pragasa

N Sri Pragasa

N Sri Pragasa

T Pararajasingam

K Kanageswaran
RKV Premachandra
S Thavalingam

S Thavalingam

S Sundaralingam

S Suntharalingam

R Mahendran

VT Mahalingam

R Santhagunanathan
R Santhakunanathan
R Santhakunanathan
P Mahendrayogam
S Sivasothy

P Balendra

S Vigneswaravel

S Vigneswaravel

M S S Sivakumar

R Selvakumar

G Sritharan

S Sivakumar

K J Thavachelvam

R Naguleswaran

A Raveendran

K Chandramouli

K Jeganathan

V Krishnakumar

T Srimohan

K Thomas
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Year
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964 (Jan-Apr)
1964 (May-Dec)
1965
1966
1967
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982

| JAFFNA 15
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Name _
. .Y Nimalénthira
K Umasuthan
N Mervin
S Joy Pumachandran
R Nanthakumar
T Kiruparajan
K Gnanakanthan
K Santheeskamthan
M Surendrajith
T Rajitharan.
P Vaheesan
J Anthony Jude
N Jegan Mohan
S Ravishankar
V Nishanthan
N Priyatheepan
K Mayuran
S Ketheesan
S Pratheepan
P Kajeetharan
S Manotheepan
S Kartheepan
K Senthilkumaran
S Surenthiran
T Harshan
J Srivaratharajan
JR A Prashanth
S Sivatharsan
B Gajanan
M Senthurathas

188

. Year

1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

JCC
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Cricket Captains (1 901-2011)

Name

R R Nalliah

R R Nalliah

R R Nalliah

L R Alexander

R C Thambiah

R C Thambiah

W R Watson

S T Sivasubramaniam
ST Sivasubramaniam
Victor Paul

D G Singanayagam
S E N Nicholas

F A S Hoole

R J Nicholas

B R M Cheenivasagam
B R M Cheenivasagam
| Rasanayagam

C Navaratnam

R R Arunasalam

S C Alagaratnam

G Sithamparapillai
S Muthiah

A D Sellathurai

P C Selvaratnam

M Subramaniam

R P Charles

M Kanagaratnam

F Denis

F Denis

T M S Mohamooth
M Kanagaratnam

S Navaratnam

B S N Selvathurai

B S N Selvathurai

P Selvaratnam

V Arumanayagam
V Arumanayagam
RR S Nalliah

P P Thangarajah

D S Thambiah
ERS Jacob

W J Thambiah

S D Jeyasingam

W Pathmanathan
W Pathmanathan

E S Thambiah

N Sam Vadivelu

W Sivagurunathan

189

Year
1901

1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911

1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
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Name

V D Jeyaratnasingam Year
K Sivapatham 1949
V D Jeyaratnasingam 1950
R Sundaralingam 1951
N Rajendra 1952
S R Kanagalingam 1953
R KV Premachandra 1954
R KV Premachandra 1955
Bunny Van Twest 1956
Ranjan Alagaratnam 1957
N Segarajasingham 1958
M Sivaratnam 1959
M Sivaratnam 1960
J Kanaganayagam 1961
VT Mahalingam 1962
R Sachchithananthan 1963
K D Ganeshakumar 1964
A Patkunarajah 1965
S Sivasothy 1966
P Balendran 1967
D Puradchithasan 1968
R Rajasingam 1969
M Jeyakumar 1970
T Mahendran 1971
M S Nazeer 1972
R Srikantha 17
S Sivakumar i
S Sivamithiran 1995
R Naguleshwaran i
A Baheerathan 1997
S Karunakaran L
G Anurudran 1379
R Balakumar 193?
K Thomas 1982
V P Prakalathan 1983
V Sutharsanan 1984
T Raviraj 1985
K Rajasegar 1986
G Terry Mahan 1987
K Vivehananthan 1988
S Ramesh 1989
M Muhunthan 1990
T A_runothayan 1991
K Pirabakaran 1992
S Agash 1993
S Manivathanan 1994
S Ravisankar 1995
T Amalan (Expected but not appointed due to war) 1996
N Nishakaran 1997
R Sutharsan 1998
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Name

T Vasudevan

B Kagetharan

K Pragash

S Kartheepan

V Rajievekumar

R Mathursan

K Rohan

G Mageepan

J R A Prasath and J Dilan
B Dayan

K Sheltapn

S James Janson

G Jarik Thushanth

191

Year
1999
2000
2001

2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

JCC|
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Name
TR Nalliah

RR Alexander

R R Alexander

RR Alexander

R G Thambiah

R G Thambiah

RR Tamber

s Amoothalingam
S T Sivasubramaniam
V Cumaraswamy
G Singanayagam
G Chinniah

K Kanagaratnam
V S Karthikesu

W G Spencer

A E Alexander

K Kanagaratnam
RR Arunachalam
R Kanagasabai

C Arasaratnam

A Dharmaratnam
A P Savundranayagam
T Nadarajah

M Subramaniam
V RE Nicholas
V Arambu

V Arambu

S Kandiah
TM S Mahamooth
PT Orantiz

G CT Rajanayagam
S Thambimuthu

S Vasuthevan

C Vacidevan

A Arumanayagam
M Sebaratnam

M Sebaratnam

M Kanagaratnam
M Pararajasingam
K Bramanathan

S E Rajanayagam
S Vijayapaskaran
K A Paramenthiran
S Dharampalan
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Soccer Captains (1901-201 0)

Year
1900
1901

1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941

1942
1943
1944
1945
1946

JCC|
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Name

M Yogaratnam

A C Thiagarajah

W Sivagurunathan
V D Jeyaratnasingam
S Rajaratnam

S Nadarajah

M Rajendra

R Kanagalingam
RKV Premachandra
Tharmanayagam
Nadarajah

VT Sivalingam

K Maheswaran

P S Suntharalingam
V Thanabalasingam
T Tharmarajah

N Perinpanathan
Gnanapragasam

R Sachithanandan
K W Vimalarajan

D Puradchithasan
G Shantheeharan

R J Edward

S Thevarajah

G Emmanuel

G Chitranganan

A Jacob

T Robert

S Perinpanathan

T Sriskandarajah

A Charles Thavaratnam
Anithijananthan

K Thomas

V Paul Pirahalathan
T Piratheepan
Ganeshananthan

K Kalavanan

N Vijayakumar

S Manivathanan
K Suresh

S Dixon Vijendran
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Year
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994

JCC
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Name

J Clement

Piratheepan

Thushyanthan
Ahilanayagam

A C Macarius

S Vimalakanth

P Jeyaruban

T Rakulan and B Kishokumar
| Sobas

L Kamilas

P J Hamilton and B Kishokumar
S Piratheepan

P Suren

K 'S Roy

S Sarmilan
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Year
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
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Our Achievements and Future Vision
Our Achievements

ﬁffl)wat: a;h:eved many mile stqnes in its 195 years of history. The college was founded on 1st August
™ y §v. Ja_rpes Lyngh.. Since its founding in 1816 the college has widened its curriculum
Spg;;:c:sm?gsdlgonal l;:glldmgs, progre.ssively improved laboratory facilities and introduced severai
ik - Our achievements as discussed in this souvenir earned JCC a position as a leading
s. i gtton on the island. We recognise and appreciate the immense contributions from our past
prln(lpal.s, teachers and students in raising the position of our Alma Mater. However, we must ada ptt
the requirements and challenges ahead and modify certain facilities in our college. : o

Comgulel Labomton

Jaffna Central College: Our Achievements Since Its Founding in 1816

Our Future Vision

We are proud to mark the 195th anniversary of our college but further
strides are required to meet the local and global challenges ahead.
Our future vision must focus on multiple activities which include
enhancing the number of students entering the universities and
improving employment opportunities for students in the public and
private sectors. In parallel with these curriculum activities we must
also develop the play ground and restore the turf wicket which was in
existence for over three decades after cricket was introduced to JCCin
1881. The latter has been a long term ambition among Centralites and
the restoration of the turf wicket was promoted by Mr Rasathurai and
| when the former was the Principal of JCC. Subsequently |
commissioned the ground survey through Mr K Shanmugalingam

L el e e bt P

who produced on my advice a layout for a turf wicket in 2008. This e i,
souvenir comprises 195 pages to celebrate our 195th anniversary. It is JCC Play Ground. Plan View
not the end of our history but highlights the beginning of a new era

for our college. We must join together in achieving our proposed

goals and celebrating the bicentenary anniversary in 2016.

Professor R Kandiah Guganesharajah (on behalf of Centralites)
195 JCC| !c;g'?:m COLLEGE
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Yogaswamy was a well known sage in the 20th century who lived in his ashram in
Colombuthurai. He had many followers in Ceylon which included several Centralites and JCC
teachers. He was a disciple of Chellappaswamy who was also a popular sage living in Nallur in
the early part of the 20th century. Chellappaswamy was an Old Boy of JCC and worked at the
Jaffna Kachcheri for a short period after leaving JCC.

Chellappaswamy and Yogaswamy were highly respected by the communities in the region.

The religious faith and spiritual powers of these two great sages promoted social harmony
and mutual respect among communities.
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