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PRIVA SAREES

| * Rangoli Silk with ready made

blouses
* Pachampoli * Mysore Silk

* Latest Sarees % China by China Silk
* Banareese Silk * Wedding Sarees

* Latest designs in ladies' suits
* Kashmir Shawls

WHOLESALE * IMPORT * EXPORT

- 18/19 Carlton Terrace,
Green Street, London E7 SLH

Tel/Fax: 0181-503 4831

New Properties
From 1-Bedroom to 4-Bedrooms are

Pige[191d\"R| required

liford, East Ham, Forest Gate, Manor Park,

Stratford, Leytonstone, Leton, Walthamstow

Own propenties are available to homeless. D.S. S, tenants as well as for working tenants,
So do wot delay any further, (Call inte oun Offce & negister youn detaits.

356 High Street North. Manor Park. London EI2 6PH
Tel: 01815481999 /0(81=548 100 Fax- 0181=548 1100
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The Secretary

Tamil Welfare Association (Newham) UK
33A Station Rd

Manor Park

London E12 5BP

I have great pleasure in congratulating the Tamil Welfare Association (Newham) UK
for their invatuable service to the Tamil Community in general and the Tamils in
Newham in particular. I am pleased that TWAN is providing immense help and
support to the Tamil Community, particularly to the Tamil Asylum Seekers in
Newham. Their active participation and contribution at meetings, conferences and
discussions on asylum issues and immigration problems has won my admiration.
TWAN had also organised useful forum to discuss Asylum and Immigration issues.
The Tamil Asylum Seekers , I believe, will appriciate their services and in return
support them.

TWAN is actively engaged in the development and promotion of our traditional Arts
and Culture. Celebrating Tamil festivals like NewYear is of great significance in
preserving our Arts and Culture.

Community Organisations draw their strength and inspiration from the community
members. Community support is vital for the successful fulfillment of their aims and
objectives. Unity and co- oreration are essential for achieving our goal and mission.
My humble message to the Tamil Community on this occasion is that we should unite

and work together to achive our objectives and goal.

May TWAN grow from strength to strength.

Yours sincerly

/{/%fww'm- '

S.STANISLAUS
President




Councillor Shama Ahmad
London Borough of Newham

Tamil Welfare Association (Newham) UK

33a Station Road

Manor Park

London E12 5BP 25 March 1997

Dear Friends

It gives me great pleasure to once again send best wishes to you all from the Mayor of
Newham on the occasion of Tamil New Year.

It is my dearest wish that all the Tamil community in Newham should continue to

grow and prosper as they have done in the past and that the New Year will bring them
€Very success.

Once again my best wishes to you all.

Yours sincerely

S"’\Md‘ M\AM“&Q .

Shama Ahmad
Mayor

Mayors Parlour, Town Hall, East Ham, London E6 2RP Tel No.: 0181- 472 1430 Ext.: 23067




Secretary’s Report

AGM 1996

The Annual General Meeting was held on 23.6.96
at the Trinity Community Centre between 12
noon and 4.30 pm . The agenda was as follows:

01. Registration 12.15 pm.
02. Welcome Speech

03. Election of Chairperson for the AGM.
04. Apologies

05. Secretary's Report

06. Lunch (1.15 pm)

07. Casework Report

08. Treasurer's Report

09. Project Report

10. Questions/Suggestions
11. Any Other Business

1.0 Registration

Registration took place between 12.00 and 12.30
pm and there was necessary quorum to start the
meeting on time.

2.0 Welcome Speech

The Chair, Mr Ramachanthiran made the wel-
come speech and went on to call for nomination
to elect the Chair for the AGM. Mrs Balasingham
was elected. She was proposed by Miss
Thambiarajah and seconded by Mr Premkumar.
Mrs Balasingham was unanimously elected.

3.0 AGM Chair

Mrs Balasingham thanked everyone for electing
her as the Chair and she requested everyone to
give their co-operation to make the meeting a
SUCCESS.

4.0 Apologies

Mrs Navaratnam

Mr & Mrs Manoharan
Mrs Sivajoti

Mrs Shanmugavadivel
Dr Ambikapathy

Mrs Rajendran

5. Seceretary's Report of AGM

5.1 Last year more than 3000 people visited
TWAN seeking services of various nature.
TWAN continued to provide services in the ar-
eas of welfare, immigaration, housing, education,
primary health etc. TWAN also carried out ac-
tivities for youth, elderly people and young chil-
dren and also cultural activities.

5.2 Welfare and Housing (Accommodation)

More than half the people visited TWAN sought
some kind of help in this area. The types of help
given are wide ranging from completing appli-
cations for social security benefits and housing
benefit claims, follow up of applications, accom-
panying clients to Social Security Offices to as-
sist in the interpreting, finding suitable accom-
modation through Housing Department and pri-
vate agencies etc.

We were able to get some secured accommoda-
tion for elderly people at Upton Park through a
Housing Association and we are trying to get
more housing units in this area so that the travel-

ling difficulties could be reduced. We had been -

trying to get some accommodation through Hous-
ing Associations because Housing Department
had stopped letting houses to our Association.
The houses offered to us are either far away from
this place or needed extensive repairs. Therefore,
we could not accept these types of premises and
are still trying for proper housing in this area.
We also have plans to set up a Housing Associa-
tion so that we could acquire houses and provide
accommodation to people of all walks of life.

5.3 Immigration
This is the next major area of our services.

Airports: New arrivals into the country are held
at the airports by the immigration. The immigra-
tion authorities get in touch with us and our
Outreach Worker goes to the Airport to speak to
the immigration authorities and attend to the nec-
essary formalities to let these people into the
country. The new arrivals are conveyed and given
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temporary accommodation until they find places
of their own. Qur volunteers and Outreach
Worker are often required to go out during un-
social hours and weekends to attend to these.

5.4 Asylum Applications

The new arrivals need to complete asylum ap-
plications. TWAN provide much assistance in
this respect. Nowadays, the Home Office 1s scru-
timsing individual applications and a large pro-
portion of the applications are refused. However,
the applications need to be carefully prepared.
Our workers spend quite a lot of time in helping
asylum seckers in making their initial applica-
tions.

5.5 Appeals

Since 1993 Asylum Bill, the number of refusals
had skyrocketted. Large number of people who
are refused asylum seek our help to make ap-
peals. A lot of time is spent by our workers on
these matters. Co-ordinating with suitable and
most able Solicitors and Barristers too need to
be carried out. This involves a lot of travelling
as well. We are trying our best to alleviate the
problems of these people.

5.6 Detention

People held in  detention centres are visited and
their immigration matters are carried out. We
have managed to help some detainees to be re-
leased from detention. Those still in detention
centres are visited and counselling is done by our
Outreach Worker and some volunteers.

5.7 Office Administration

Our office 1s open from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.
However, on Tuesdays & Thursdays after
1.00pm, the office worker would be busy with
completing arrears of work and carry out any
typing. So we do not encourage visits by clients
during these hours. However, urgent cases would
be dealt with even during this time.

Accommodation becomes a problem when vol-
unteers and trainees from outside are present.
Also, we are unable to expand our services.
Hence, we are in the look out for an added
premises. This is not an easy task because nec-
essary funds need to be raised to meet the addi-
tional costs.

5.8 Education and Training

TWAN provides with accommodation and nec-
essary support in conducting supplementaty
classes for 11+, Secondary and Advanced Lev-
els. The classes are regularly held at Kensington
and Little Ilford Schools. Over fifty students at-
tend these classes. Some grants enabled us to
meet the stationery expenses and rent. We are
still trying for bigger grants so as to meet the
teachers pay. May I request all of you to tell your
friends and others that these classes are of great
benefit to those studying in schools in this area
and to make use of the services.

5.8.1 Training

- Child Health:

Session on child health was conducted by Mrs
Rajes Bala. The session was valuable to young
parents. There was a good gathering. But it was
a pity that not many young parents turned up.
We request for greater participation of young peo-
ple for sessions of this nature.

5.8.2 Current Asylum Development:

We arranged a session on current asylum devel-
opment and we had specialist barristers, solici-
tors and advisory workers attending this. This
session is quite informative to a very large
number of asylum seekers. Although this was
mainly to those who are affected by the recent
asylum law, not many such people turned up.

5.8.3 Death of the Refugee - Discussion: We
also arranged a session with Patricia Tuitt, a Re-
searcher and Lecturer in Law at the East London
University. We have requested her to explore the
possibility of extending her research to Srilankan
refugee issue and some TWAN members are in-
volved in it.

5.8.4 Courses:

Courses on Accounting, computing, welfare ben-
efits and management, fund raising were arranged
and interested members attended them.

5.8.5 Cultural Activities

TWAN celebrated the 10th Anniversary along-
side the Tamil New Year show on 2nd May 1996.
Local artistes and large mumber of children gave
performances. These were our classical dances
and music. We encourage the local artistes and
create interest the younger generation. This time




our magazine was a more elaborate one. A lot of
articles written by well known people around the
world were included in the magazine. This way
we encourage our Tamil writers and the readers.
Thanks to the good effort taken by Mr
Pathmanaba Iyer in compiling this magazine. A
lot of Tamil scholars have given appreciation for
this job which was well done. TWAN also ar-
ranged Tamil music and Dance programmes at
the Asian and other Art festivals last year.

5.8.6 Elderly Project

In September 1995 a group of elderly people were
taken on a two day outing to Scotland. It is amaz-
ing that these people withstood the journey and
enjoyed the trip thoroughly. This kind of trip gave
them great pleasure and happiness especially to

those who are confined and living alone. We in- °

tend arranging a trip this year and we are work-
Ing on it.

5.8.7 Young Children

We arranged Summer Play group for children
under 10 at Kensington Primary School. The ses-
sion was for two weeks and the turn out was quite
remarkable. Nearly 50 children attended the ses-
sion. The children were very enthusiastic and
they all liked it very much.Teachers and volun-
teers organised various activities to the children
who learned with fun. We took a group of chil-
dren to the Colchester Zoo and the Roller World
by coach. Although it was cold winter time, the
children had an enjoyable time, that they are look-
ing forward for further trips this year.

5.8.8 Day Trip

As usual, our day trip in July 95 was a great suc-
cess. Four coach loads of people were taken to a
seaside resort. Children and people of all ages
came on the trip. Each found his or her own way
of enjoyment in the wide sea front. This is serv-
ing as an outing to many of our perole who do
not get much opportunity to get out of London.

5.8.9 Sports

Youngsters from the community made appeal to
buy the some sports equipment. We bought them
a cricket set and they are having regular practice
at Little Ilford School grounds.

5.8.10 Charriot Festival

We served soft drinks to devotees on the festival
day. This had been our first effort and we found

that it was a valuable service.
6.0 Lunch

Lunch was served between 1.30 and 2.30 pm and
the meeting continued.

7.0 Case Work

Mr Iyer gave a more detailed account of the Sec-
retary’s Report. He spoke in Tamil so that the
majority of the people at the meeting would un-
derstand it better. Mr Iyer touched upon all the
matters that the Secertary said earlier. However,
he gave out more information on certain aspects
which are as follows.

7.1 Immigration

Nowadays, the Home Office is not accepting the
reasons given by asylum seekers in their appli-
cations. The Home Office make their own as- |
sessment of the situation in Sri-Lanka and make [
a-decision on the case. This had led to a large |
number asylum applications being refused. Sta-
tistics reveal that about 80% of the applications
made between 1992 and 93 had been refused.
Consequently greater number of people turn up
to our office to make further appeals. Even fresh
applications are scrutinised in stricter way than
ever before. This means careful thought need to
be given for every application that is completed.
This is indeed a bigger task and increased work
load to TWAN.

7.2 Welfare Rights

According to the latest Asylum law, if the asy-
lum application is refused afier 5th February
1996, the applicant is not entitled to any welfare
benefits from the date the decision is made by
the Home Office. This law is a potential threat
to all Asylum seckers. TWAN is already feeling
the increased work load in handling the prob-
lems of the people who are victims of this law.
However, it 1s understood that this bill would be
challenged and if proved to be illegal, it can be
expected that the bill would be withdrawn.

7.3 Housing

Accommodation is arranged to Asylum seekers
through letting agencies. Some Housing
Associaciations are giving some support to find
accommodation to our people who face this prob-
lem.




8.0 Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer said that the accounts for the year
ending 3 1st December 1995 appear on pages 40
- 44 of the Annual Report 1995 which was dis-
tributed to the members present. The treasurer
requested the members to raise any issues that
are not clear or needed any explanation. It was
accepted unanimously that the accounts were in
order. The acceptance of the report was proposed
by Mr § Muthucumarasamy and seconded by Mrs
T Gunaratnam. The Treasurer was pleased to
announce that TWAN was successful in getting
a grant from the National Lottery Charities Board
to run the Office for the next three years.

9.0 Project Report

On behalf of the Public Relations Officer (P R
0). the Outreach Worker presented the Project
report. This report appears separately in the An-
nual Report.

10.0 Questions and Suggestions

10.1 Secretary's Report

It was suggested to present the Secretary's Re-
port in Tamil because our Association being for

the Tamils and our people understand better if
done in Tamil.

10.2 Acceptance of Secretary's Report

Secretary's Report was accepted; proposed by
Mrs T Janaka and seconded by Mrs T Janar-
thanan.

10.3 Appointment of Accountant
and Auditors

Mr T Selvakumar was appointed as Accountant
and Ableman Shaw & Co as Auditors for the year
1996. This was proposed by Mrs A Rama-
chanthiran and seconded by Mr S Chandradas.
11.0 Election of Directors

11.1 The following were elected to fill the va-

" cancies of three directors.

Mr S Gajendrakumaran
Mr R Ramachanthiran
Mr T Sivaranjan

11.2 Re-election

There were nominations and the above three di-
rectors were re-elected without contest. The
unanimous election of the three directors were
proposed by Mrs Poopalasingam, Mrs
Vamadevan and Mrs Jeyachandran respectively.
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Project Report 1996 |

Introduction

The outlook for the Sri Lankan community in
the U.K. is getting increasingly bleak. The gloo-
my prospects facing the users and clients of the
Tamil Welfare Association, Newham (TWAN)
on account of changes in law and procedures,
together with insufficient funding and manpower

at the centre, have all contributed to great difficul- -

ty in coping with the needs of TWAN’s clien-
tele.

The Immigration and Asylum (Appeals) Act,
1993 is largely responsible for the worsening of
the situation from the point of view of the Tamil
community. It has led to the rejection of 97% of
the applications made by asylum seckers.

An even greater blow has followed in the shape
of the Asylum and Immigration Act of 1996, It
concerns restrictions on asylum seekers’ access
to benefits. After severe criticism from various
quarters, including the Government’s own So-
cial Security Advisory Committee, all asylum
seekers regained their rights to benefits, as given
prior to Sth February 1996. It was however, a
short-lived reprieve. The benefit restrictions were
re-introduced in June 1996 and finally became
law. Subsequent court rulings that refugees must
be given “basics for survival”, especially those
with children who are protected by the Children’s
Act, have mitigated the sufferings of this unfor-
tunate group, to some extent.

The sword of Damocles however, continues to
hang over the heads of all asylum seckers who
enter the UK. They could be deprived of finan-
cial assistance by the state. At the moment, refu-
gees, with no means of support, apply for assist-
ance to the local authority social services depart-
ment for their basic needs. This does not cover
legal fees and applicants approach TWAN for
assistance. Limited funding makes it impossibie
for the organisation to provide such aid. Even
though some philanthropic bodies such as the
Immigration Advisory Service and the Refugee
Legal Centre do take up cases without fees, their
work load is becoming increasingly onerous, not
to mention the delay in processing applications.

They refuse to take up cases at short notice and
sometimes, their work falls short of the expecta-
tions of those who seck their aid. The Legal Aid
Scheme does not normally extend to immigra-
tion appeals and hiring solicitors is beyond the
means of asylum seekers.

Decision-making
at the Asylum Directorate

The applications of asylum seekers are being re-
jected at an alarming rate by the Home Office.
The percentage of refusals is as high as 97%, as
revealed by recent figures. 840 refusals have been
recorded from January to May 1996 alone, as
opposed to 9.26% refused in 1992 i.e., prior to
the Immigration and Asylum (Appeals) Act of
1993. The tables have indeed been turned . The
powers that be guote reports from the S Lankan
government, the UNHCR and the . C.R.C. to sup-
port the decision to reject the applications, on
the grounds that Tamil civilians are not being
victimised or harassed cither in Colombo or in
their homelands.

Genuine, fact-based reports by Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch /Asia, and even
the U.S. Dept. of State, portraving the sufferings
of the Tamil population, have not been consid-
ered. World-wide media coverage of the happen-
ings in Sri Lanka has been totally been ignored.

Influence Of UNHCR

To be more specific, some highlights provided
in the UNHCR reports during Jan 1996-Sep 1996,
are listed below:-

1. No suppression of human nghts.

2. No refugee outflow.

3. Government assists......., with the help of na-
tional and international R.G.0.s., TCRC as




well as UN agencies such as the UNHCR, which

have full access to the internally displaced per-

sons (IDP) affected areas.

4.  a) Tamil population do not face any sen
ous problems in Colombo.
b) There is improvement in the human
rights situation.
¢) Tamils are treated in a fair and humane
manner by the police & security officials.
d) In UNHCR’s view, the institutional and
legal mechanisms to monitor and prevent
human rights violations, are functioning.
¢) Those who claim to have fled the coun
try solely due to the conflicting situation
in the north of the country, do not merit
UNCHR protection outside, unless.........
they have a well-founded fear of persecu
oD

The counter arguments to the above,
are as follows:

Sri Lanka’s wavering
~ commitment to human rights

1.a) Since the resumption of the armed conflict,

thousands of Tamil people have been arrested in

Colombo and in the East..... but a significant

number have been held without charge or trial
for weeks or months.

Amnesty International,

August 1996.

b) A statement has been issued by the Sri Lankan

Ministry of Defence expressing “deep shock and

concern” at the reported extra-judicial execution

of 24 civilians at Kumarapuram, Trincomalee
district, of 11 February 1996.

Amnesty International,

19 February 1996.

2.a) Fighting between the separatist Tamil Tigers

and Sri Lankan government forces in the Jaffna

peninsula, has caused the displacement of an es-

timated 300,000 - 400,000 people after the gov-
ernment assault on the rebel stronghold.

ICRC

Sri Lanka Information Sheet,

3 January 1996.

b) ‘Tens of thousands of Tamil refugees are flee-

ing a government assault on the Tamil Tiger

stronghold in the north’ - UN Secretary General,
Mr. Bouttos Ghali.

BBC 1

Teletext on 1686,

6 November 1995.

¢) ‘The government (Indian ) viewing refugee
{Sri Lankan) influx seriously!

‘The Hindu ' - International

Ed. 31 August 1996.

3.a) Sri Lanka curbs relief aid to Tamils.
Colombo - Sri Lanka said it would ban interna-
tional agencies from independently aiding tens
of thousands of Tamil refugees because of fears
that some were not impartial. “We do not intend
to permit any outside agencies, including the
United Nations, to carry out independent opera-
tions’, the foreign minister, Lakshman Kadir-
gamar said.
CNN Teletext on 104
6th November 1995

~b) “A most worrying trend since mid 1995, has

been the repeated public attacks made by the
government on the work of certain international
humanitarian agencies working in the north, and
on non-governmental organisations with humani-
tarian concems............ and have raised concern
that the freedom of association and expression
which such organisations need, in order to carry
out their important functions, is being increas-
ingly threatened.”
‘Silent War’
by the International Centre against
Censorship, Article
19, March 1996.
4.a)
1. “Tamils, to be safe from police harassment,
need good social or political connections or
money to pay. Otherwise, woe betide them”.
Excerpt from Prof. Ratnajeevan H-Hoole’s “
On Being a Tamil in Colombo™
The Island, Sunday edition,
15 September 1996.

2. “‘Abductions continue in Colombo’,
The Sri Lanka Monitor -
April 1996.
4.b)
1. “Torture continues in police stations™ - Justice
Ramanathan in
‘The Island’ - Sunday edition,
10 November 1996.

2. “5 killed in Lanka jailbreak’ -
The Asian Age,
1 November 1996.

3. ‘Sixty-six disappearances reported between
April 1995 and March 1996’. Appendix

Amnesty International

August 1996.




4.¢c) The case of Krishanthi Kumarasamy who
was raped and murdered on 7th September 1996
by nine servicemen at a check point, followed

by the murder of her brother, mother and neigh-

bour by army personnel at the check point in
Kaithady / Jaffna, has been widely reported in
national newspapers, namely,
Virakesari, 27 October 1996
and the Sunday Observer of
3 November 1996.
4.d) ;
1. “Attack on the work of Humanitarian Agen-
cies and other NGOs” in ‘Silent War’, Article
19, International Centre against Censorship -
March 1996.

| 2. ‘Fast for freedom’. Tamil prisoners in Colombo

protest four-year detention without trial. TULF

M.P. Mr K. Thuraiajasingham, says the Human .

Rights Task Force is ineffective in the case of
Tamil detainees.

‘The Sri Lanka Monitor’

June 1996.

The Human Rights Situation report on Sri Lanka
by the American State Department contradicts
the observations of the U.K. government that the
overall situation regarding Human Rights dur-
ing 1990-96, had improved.

According to the U.S report, in most cases cul-
prits were not even arrested, much less punished.
The government used civilians as human shields
to fight the L. T.T.E. Troops bombarded a church
at Navaaly in July 1995, killing 125 people. Hun-
dreds have disappeared during the said period,
including youths in the south. Those killed in-
clude academics and media personnel.

Some important human rights violations were
documented in 1996. They are:

a) The case of Krishanthi and her mother in
Jaffna. (Raped and murdered).

The rape of a peasant woman in a hut in Navatkuli
while her husband was chased and stabbed to
death. The matter was hushed up - 29th Apnl
1996.

Other cases of rape were reported from
Manthuvil, 17 May 1996, and Kachchai, also in
May 1996,

In early July, soldiers in plain clothes, carrying
arms, went to a house in Mattuvil and pulled out
a young girl. Her brother and a neighbour who

rushed to her defence, were badly assaulted. The
girl was raped and brought back. They were all
warded at the Jaffna Teaching Hospital.

On 4 August 1996, screams were heard from a
house in Kerudavil, Thenmaradchy at 11pm. The
neighbours were too scared to intervene. Next
momning, the two inmates were found brutally
murdered. The girl had been raped and the fa-
ther tortured, before being killed. Their mangled
bodies were taken to the Chavakacheri Base Hos-
pital.
UTHR (Jaffna)
Special Report No 7,
29 August 1996.

b) The harassment and assault on the sister and
brother-in-law of Mr Rajan Hoole, the well-
known Human Rights activist, in a police station
in Colombo.

¢) The arrest and detention of a Tamil girl who

returned to Colombo from Denmark, followed

by the arrest of 4 Danish journalists who went to
Sri Lanka to make inquires about her.

Sri Lankan Human Rights Practices -1995

U.S.Dept of State

March 1996

4.¢) ‘Asylum seekers abroad do not merit
UNHCR protection.................... unless they have

¥

a well founded fear of persecution.......... ;

However, according to the recommendations of
the MR.G.(I) in “Sri Lanka, a Bitter Harvest”,
of February 1996, “ The right of Sri Lankans to
seek asylum overseas is increasingly threatened.
It is essential that all countries where refuge is
sought, ensure that asylum seckers are granted
their full rights under the UN Convention relat-
ing to the status of Refugees.”

Steps taken by the Tamil Refugee community:

1. Meeting with Mr Richard Towle and his col-
leagues of the UNHCR.

Representatives of the Tamil Refugee Commu-
nity expressed deep concern and dismay at the
UNHCR report sent to the Home Office which
has resulted in the refusal of a large number of
applications by asylum seekers. The said report |
has influenced adjudicators to issue unfavour-
able decisions.

The UNHCR has promised to review the matter.
This meeting was organised by the British Refu-
gee Council. (BRC)




Current Home Office
policy towards Sri Lankan
Asylum Seekers

According to the release of the Sri Lanka Policy
Unit of the Home Office, dated 4th April 1996,
and July 1996, the following points have been
made:-

1. The Sri Lankan Government continues to try
and find a political and peaceful solution to the
ongoing conflict. The President has requested all
ethnic groups to support the peace process and
1s willing to re-start talks with the L. TT.E.

The proposed package for devolution drafied by
the Sri Lankan Government, is just a draft. It has
to be accepted and passed by Parliament. With-
out the consent of all ethnic minorities and the
opposition parties, the P.A cannot obtain a two-
thirds majority and implement the proposals. Past
experiences, mutual distrust between the main
participants and present tensions among parties
make it clear that this cannot be achieved easily.
To reject the appeals of asylum seekers on the
grounds that a political solution is within sight
i1, to put it mildly, totally unrealistic.

2.The release states that the military offensive
has not been accompanied by any decline in the
observance of human rights standards, that ci-
vilian casualties have been low and that the army
had shown consideration while the L. T.T.E, in
sharp contrast, had attacked Sinhala villagers and
civilians. Furthermore, many hundreds of thou-
sands of Tamils live outside the conflict zone,

. proving that conditions there are safe and nor-
mal for all. The reports of all the N.G.0.S have
made it crystal clear that human rights are being
violated with impunity in Sri Lanka.

Proper interpretation is necessary for a proper
understanding of the true situation prevailing
there.

The Secretary of State admits that casualties are
high on both sides but says that civilian casual-
ties are low. Since there were no independent eye
witnesses, the source of these reports must nec-
essarily be of a military nature. A large number
of deaths, whether civilian or not, could have
been grouped under the L.T.T.E category.

Regarding the treatment of the Tamil civilian
population, the Human Rights situation report on
Sri Lanka by the U.S. State Department, has it
that the Government uses civilians as human
shields to fight the L TT.E.

Retaliation to attacks by the L. T.T.E has always
been instigated by the actions of the Sri Lankan
Government. The restraint shown in the recent
past and present could be motivated by the dire
need for international financial assistance.

3. As for the statement that many thousands of
Tamils continue to live safely outside the con-
flict zone, it must be understood that this applies
to the Tamils of Indian origin in Colombo and in
the estate areas and to those Tamils who have
been settled in Colombo for a long period. Re-

- cent arrivals in Colombo are neither safe nor free

from harassment, intimidation and torture.

4. It is not true that young male Tamils who are
rounded up in Colombo, are treated in a fair and
humane manner by the authorities. The follow-
ing excerpts from Sri Lankan newspapers dis-
prove this:

“Torture continues in police stations™ - Justice
Ramanathan in The Island, Sunday Edition - 10th
Nov ‘96

Tamil M.P, Joseph Pararajasingham, estimates

that over 1,100 Tamil youths have been detained

and 300 have been in custody for over four years,
without charge or trial.

The Sri Lanka Monitor

June, 1996

Just as U.N.P stalwart and former Prime Minis-
ter, Ranil Wickramasinghe is to be summoned
before a Presidential commission to explain the
activities of the Batalanda torture camp which
he supervised, a change of Government could see
members of the present regime being called upon
to answer for the torture and inhuman treatment
of political prisoners languishing in jails and in
police custody in Colombo now. Sticking chil-
lies, into rectums and hanging suspects upside
down until they confessed. The lawyer added
that, “any young fellow who is arrested will be
tortured”.

Major concern centres on the Thandikulam camp
near Vavuniya. The British Refugee Council re-
port of Feb 1997 has it that seven people had
been killed under torture there, as revealed by a
Colombo-based lawyer. The latter described the
blood-spattered walls and listed the torture meth-




ods. These included filling a shopping bag with
petrol and pulling it over the suspect’s head, shov-
ing bottles in-to vaginas. Sticking chillies into
rectums and hanging suspects upside down until
they cofessed. The lawyer added that, "any young
fellow who is arrested will be tortured."

The University Teachers for Human Rights,
Jaffna, report that there are, in fact two torture
camps, “one at Malar Maligai under PLOTE and
the other is Ramya House inside the Air Force
Camp, under the Counter Subversion Unit.” Vari-
ous levels of harassment have been noted and
allegations of rape in other camps in the area.
One Western diplomat has been told by people
that a 17 year old girl had been gang-raped by
police at Poonthoddam Welfare Centre. This was
confirmed by the G.A.

| 5. The Secretary of State remains of the view

that members of the civilian population, includ-
ing Tamils, have nothing to fear from routine
action and inquiries by the authorities. In the case
of Ravichandran, the Court of Appeal judgement
of Oct "95 stated that it was safe to return Tamils
to Colombo.

Yet, subsequently, the relevant Home Office re-

. fusal was withdrawn on the grounds that his case

was being reviewed because of change of cir-
cumstances in Sri Lanka.

6. The Secretary of State believes that the gov-
ermment of Sri Lanka has taken measures to in-
quire into allegations of abuses of human rights
by Sri Lankan Security Forces and prosecute of-
fenders.

Human Rights Agencies fear that over 20 Tamil
youths have disappeared in the Jaffha peninsula
since Operation Sunray in December "95. A de-
tailed account of the abuses, including rape, tor-
ture and murder, appears under ‘Terror Tactics’
in the Sri Lanka Monitor August *96.

Impunity for these responsible for Human Rights
violations remains a serious concern, according
to A.L It is not aware of any independent inves-
tigation being ordered. No information about any
follow-up action taken, was available; letters of
September 95 requesting his information from
the Secretary, M.0.D., the Commander of the
Army and the 1.G.P., remain unanswered. (Al
Report, August "96)

7 The Home Office understands that the number
of arrests of Tamils in Colombo and ill-treatment
during detention, have markedly decreased of

late. These arrests although ethnically based, are
directed, not to the oppression of Tamils as such,
but rather to the maintenance of law and order.

Sri Lanka ranks 2nd in the list of countries noted
for disappearances, with 11,484 persons listed
as missing, in statistics released by the European
Human Rights Law Review for September 96.

Prof. Hoole’s article, “Being a Tamil in Co-
lombo” published in the Tamil Times, Septem-
ber ’96, describes the harrowing experiences of
innocent Tamil civilians at the hands of the po-
lice and the prison authorities in Colombo. The
writer concludes “Tamils, to be safe from police
harassment, need good social or political con-
nections or money to pay.”

The Civil Rights Movement of Sri Lanka, which
exposed the acts of violence of the last regime is
now appalled and horrified by the reappearance
of political violence by leaders and supporters
of the major parties, including the P.A. It has
called upon all political parties, including the
ruling P.A, to urgently review their commitment
to non-violence. Other rival Tamil groups “seem
to be allowed to operate in some areas with al-
most total impunity,” as Amnesty International
have stated. Their abuses will not be exposed as
government relies on their support to maintain
their parliamentary majority.

8. The secretary of State maintains the view that
the authorities in Sri Lanka have a lawful and
legitimate interest in seeking to question indi-
viduals, shelter any Tamil suspected of involve-
ment with the L. T.T.E., in view of the continu-
ing terrorist threat posed by the latter. Such ac-
tions, according to him, does not constitute per-
secution of Tamils under the 1951 convention.
He considers that civilians, including Tamils,
have nothing to fear from routine actions and
inquiries made by the authorities.

The 1996 report of the UNHCR on Sri Lanka
has it that in the north-east, young Tamils sus-
pected of belonging to, collaborating with, or
sympathising with the L. T.T.E. were most often
reported as detained or missing. Internally dis-
placed persons staying in churches or school cen-
tres were particularly at risk of detention and dis-
appearance. All this merely goes to prove that
government policy is not always implemented
according to international standards. The Home
Office should take a more realistic view of the
conditions prevailing in Sri Lanka now.

9. In conclusion, the Secretary of State remains




of the view that it is ‘safe to return failed Tamil
Asylum Seekers to Sr1 Lanka'.

The fate of Chitra Rajendram is a case in point,
she was returned to Sri Lanka by the Danish gov-
emment only to be arrested and detained by the
Sri Lankan government. This highlights the need
for caution and sympathy on the part of the Home
Office in dealing with asylum seekers. The four
Danish Journalists who followed her to Colombo,
were also arrested and subsequently deported.
Chitra. who had admitted to having worked for
the L.T.T.E when appealing for asylum in Den-
mark, is now facing imprisonment in Sri Lanka
for that very admission. The Danish government
is willing to re-admit Chitra, but she has to be
cleared in the Sri Lankan Courts, before she can
return to Denmark.

The need for humanitarian consideration and
sympathy cannot be over emphasized. Failed asy-
lum seekers in Holland have been provided with
alternative asylum in countries like the US.A,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Several
hundred Iranian, Iragi and Somalian failed asy-
lum seekers under the UN Convention have been
accommodated in this fashion, by the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees.

The UK. government could very well make a
similar request and provide alternative asylum
for Sri Lankan and other failed asylum seekers,
instead of forcing them to return to their coun-
tries of orgin. .

Representatives of Sri Lankan Refugee Organi-
sations concerned with current policy on Sri
Lankan asylum applications, joined a Refugee
Council delegation to meet officials of the Sri
Lankan Policy Unit at the Immigration and Na-
tionality Department (IND) at the Croydon Of-
fice, on 19th November 96.

The Officials of the
IND admitted the followings:

(a) The Sn Lankan government hasn’t reached a
political solution to the ethnic problem in their
country. It is still only endeavouring to do so.

(b) The Home Office believes that the Sri Lankan
government is committed to the eradication of
violations of human rights in their country. It also
believes that this can only be achieved over a
period of time.

(c) The delegation pointed out that between Janu-
ary and May "96 840 applications by Sri Lankan

asylum seekers had been rejected, amounting to
97% of the total submitted. It earnestly requested
the British government to review such applica-
tions on humanitarian grounds and not solely in
accordance with the U.N. Convention.

The Home Office (IND) admitted that the Sri
Lankan government had neither arrived at a po-
litical solution to the problems nor eradicated
violation of Human Rights in their country.

As such, it is imperative that more sympathy
should be shown to asylum seekers. They should
be granted E.L.R, as in the past, if not refugee
status under the convention.

Asylum &
Immigration Act 1996
The asylum and Immigration Act 1996 contains
measures which extend the scope of the fast-track
procedure, first introduced by the earlier Act of
1993. The new Act broadens Immigration Of-

fences and restricts access to Social Security
Benefits.

1) White List Countries

On 15th October’96 a list of seven safe coun-
tries of origin, namely Bulgaria, Cyprus, Ghana,
India, Pakistan, Poland and Romania was debated
and passed. Ministerial statements on the status
of those who arrive from White List countries
indicate that a rebuttable presumption against the
application will be created immediately. This 1s
contrary to the opinion taken by UNHCR which
states that, there should be no ‘pre-judgement of
the individual cases merits, despite the general
designation of the country’.

Such applicants may still appeal but the appeal
will subject to fast-track procedures. Other coun-
tries could be added to this White List at the dis-
cretion of the Home Secretary.

2) Failure to produce
a valid Passport

An Asylum Claim may be certified if the person
concerned either fails to produce a valid pass-
port without giving a reasonable explanation for
his failure to do so, or produces a passport that is
not valid and fails to inform the office of the fact




No reasonable explanation of the term “valid”
has been provided. Forgery, substitution of pho-
tographs, expiry of passport, the use of bribery
or other improper assistance in obtaining the
passport, could all be instrumental in invalidat-
Ing a passport.

3)Merits and Timing
of Asylum Claim

The third set of conditions leading to certifica-
tion of an asylum claim relates to its timing and
merits. If a person claims asylum; after being
refused entry in some other capacity (e.g as a
visitor); after a recommendation for deportation;
after being notified by the Home Office of a de-
cision to make a deportation order or of liability

to removal as an illegal entrant; all the above |

could result in the asylum claim being certified.

Regarding merits, if any asylum seeker estab-
lishes that there is a reasonable likelihood that
he or she has been tortured in his country, the
claim will not be certified. Even one item of false
evidence could invalidate a genuine claim for
asylum.

The provision also covers claims that are frivo-
lous or vexatious.

However, satisfactory evidence of torture can
ensure that an asylum claim cannot be certified
even if one or more of the circumstances given
above apply. '

Other measures included in this new law intro-
duce new Immigration Offences by those who
assist applicants with increasing penalties and
powers of search and arrest, sanctions on em-
ployers; and restrctions of access to certain wel-
fare benefits.

Coming to brass tacks, there are two issues be-
fore an Adjudicator in considering an appeal
against a certified claim: namely, the matter of
the certificate and the merits of the asylum ap-
peal.

A grant of certificate can be challenged as being
contraryto theRefugee Convention of 1951. Ap-

propriate arguments must inducethe Adjudica-

tor to consider whether he/she agrees or disagrees
with the certificate. Following this he/she
should consider the merits of the appeal.

Pressure groups are awaiting the interpretation
and implementation of the proposals in the new
act by. the Home Secretary, in the coming year.

Judging by the tone and content of the statement
of the Home Secretary on the current situation
in Sri Lanka (Nov 1996), it appears that Sri Lanka
may be added to the White List of safe counties,
in the foreseeable future.

The matter of invalid passports or lack of pass-
ports in the cases of Sri Lankan asylum seekers,
may be easily explained. These applicants are
mainly Tamils from Jaffna or Batticaloa who
have to reach Colombo, where the only interna-
tional airport is located, in order to leave the coun-
try. The first hurdle appears in their home towns
to get a pass from the army to reach Colombo.
Once there, they are harassed at check points and
lodging houses as their places of birth appear on
their documents. Getting a passport or an entry
visa has become virtually impossible for Tamils
from the North or East. Consequently, they have
to resort to other measures to flee the country.
Very often their efforts end in disaster as seen in
the following cases:

About 280 immigrants fleeing from India, Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka are said to have lost their lives
after two ships collided about 15 miles from
Malta, on Christmas day in *96. They were forced
at gun point, to climb down from the larger ves-
sel into the smaller one, when the two ships col-
lided. The survivors who ended up in Greece,
were arrested. 52 Tamils have been identified
among the dead.

Again in Feb 1997, 130 people were feared
drowned when a trawler carrying 150 Tamil refu-
gees to India, capsized in the Mannar Sea, off
Northern Sri Lanka. About 85 bodies, mostly that
of women and children, had been recovered.

It is desperation that drives these people from
their native shores to seek a new life in peaceful
surroundings, because of lack of safety to their
lives in Sri Lanka.

The delay between the entry of a refugee and his
application for asylum could stem from a vari-
ety of causes. Fatigue, culture shock, jet-lag, the
hardships of travel by sea, air or on land in far
from comfortable circumstances, following trau-
matic experiences and persecution in their home
countries, all these factors tend to reduce refu-
gees to a level where their faculties don’t func-
tion normally.

A man jumping from a burning house into his
neighbour’s garden doesn’t wait to get permis-
sion from the said neighbour.

Refugees need time to recover before they can




proceed to the next step. Therefore it is unrea-
sonable, to put it mildly, for the authorities to
expect all immigrants to apply for asylum im-
mediately on arrival. They need a breathing space
to collect their thoughts, recollect incidents in
chronological order, explain reasons for a change
of name and last but not least, trust those who
interview them. Openness doesn’t come easily
to all and some have an indirect way of answer-
ing questions.

1. Fresh Applications

Test case:
Sandralingam and Ravichandran
- V -
Secretary of State

16th Oct 96
The Secretary of State, for unknown reasons,
withdrew the decision letters on the previous day
and agreed to reconsider fresh applications. It has
been suggested that a misunderstanding pervades
the whole division dealing with Tamil asylum
cases. :

In the case of Ravichandran, the Judge stated that
the test of what constitute a fresh claim should
not require a change in the nature of the persecu-
tion said to be feared. A later claim may be a
fresh claim, if it is supported by convincing fresh
evidence of the same persecution, said to be
feared in the earlier claim. Ravichandran’s case
sheds light on two vexed questions namely (1)
what actually constitutes persecution in the asy-
lum seeker’s own country and (2) what point of
time should the appellate authorities be focusing
on, when assessing the future risk of persecu-
tion.

Ravichandran and both the others had been
" rounded up detained and tortured following the
assassination of the President and Leader of the
Opposition in Sri Lanka. However, the Tribunal
as well as the adjudicators considered the peri-
odic rounding up and questioning (not their ill
treatment) of Tamils, was justified in the needs
of public order and did not amount to persecu-
tion.

2. Asylum Appeal Procedures

Once an appellant’s claim has been refused, the
court sends a Notice of Hearing in response to
his appeal to the Adjudicator. This notice also
includes a request for information that must be
supplied by the appellant or his representative.
The date set for the hearing is generally 14 - 138
months ahead. As such, it causes great incon-

venience and uncertainty to the appellant, espe-
cially in the matter of summoning witnesses for
the hearing.

On the other hand, the ten working day period
allowed between rejection of the initial applica-
tion and appeal to the Adjudicator, has now been
reduced to five working days. This again causes
great inconvenience to the appellant or his rep-
resentative.

3. The Fast Track System

Several type of appeals are included in this sys-
tem. Firstly, those cases which have been certi-
fied by the Secretary of State will be brought into
this. Asylum seekers from white list countries
and third safe countries and those with manifestly
unfounded cases, will also automatically go into
the fast track system. They are given only two
days to appeal, from the date of refusal of entry
clearance and not seven as in the case of others.

The route taken by the asylum seekers from their
home land is decided by the agent, who most
often, doesn’t reveal his plans to his customers.
Hence the latter are quite ignorant of the possi-
bilities of claiming asylum in the safe countries
through which they are taken; sometimes over-
land routes necessitate travel through such coun-
tries in transit as it were; passports are destroyed
or handed over in accordance with the agent’s
instructions.

This being the case, it is hardly fair to penalise
the asylum seekers for not claiming asylum in a
safe third country through which he passes.

Many would, be Sri Lankan refugees and their
agents are aware of these facts now and the
number coming through such safe countries has
decreased.

4. Other Factors Affecting
Appellants

Adjudicators are extremely reluctant to adjourn
cases. Sometimes they do, if medical certificates
are submitted.

Asylum seekers are prevented from seeking em-
ployment for six months and are unable to ob-
tain welfare benefits or legal aid. This makes it
very difficult for them to employ lawyers to rep-
resent them.

Free legal representation is available at the Refu-
gee Legal Centre and L A.S. but applications have
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to be made eight weeks ahead and there is over-
crowding in these two agencies. Moreover, the
officials there lack uptodate and specialised in-
formation regarding Sri Lanka. This again places
Sri Lankan asylum seekers at a disadvantage in
addition to the other factors mentioned earlier.

It 1s noteworthy that in 1996, only twenty two
people won their appeals before adjudicators.
Most of these decisions will be challenged by
the Home Office because they believe that grant-
ing E.L.R. on the basis of the Adjudicator’s rec-
ommendation, would be inconsistent with or
would undermine their general policy.

Appeal to Tribunal

Once a case has been tumed down by the Adju-

dicator, the asylum seeker may apply for leave"

to appeal to the Tribunal within 5 working days.
The LA T. must give a decision in 10 days time.
If leave is granted, the case is heard by a three-
member panel. Sometimes leave is refused by
the Tribunal because the 5 days period is insuffi-
cient for the appellant to draft full grounds of
appeal and the Chairman of the Tribunal fails to
detect flaws in the Adjudicator’s determination.

Consequently, the majority of Sri Lankan appeals
are rejected by the Tribunal.

It must be noted that credibility is an all impor-
tant factor in the proceedings at every stage.
Hence the statements of the appellant as well as
those of his witnesses must be substantiated by
facts throughout. If leave is not granted or the
appellant is unsuccessful, he may apply for a
Judicial Review.

Judicial Review

The unsuccessful appellant can now apply for a
Judicial Review. It must be done within 3 months
with Counsel’s advice. Legal aid may be obtained
to cover such an application. A decision by the
Judge will be made, based on the documents sub-

‘mitted. If leave to apply for Judicial Review is

granted, the case will be heard.
Appeal to the Court of Appeal

Even if the leave to apply for Judicial Review is
granted, the matter may be sent back to the LA.T.
by the Home Office and after leave to appeal is
granted, the case will be heard by another adju-
dicator in a new hearing.

If the.case is lost after a substantive appeal hear-

ing before . A.T. or the Judicial Review, the rem-
edy is to appeal to the Court of Appeal. Applica-
tion for leave must be made within 10 working
days, with Counsel’s opinion and legal aid.

Here again a single judge will deal with the ap-
plication ‘on the papers.” If leave is not granted,
application may be made orally to the full court.

If leave is granted, the case will be sent down for
hearing in due course.

Over 4000 Sri Lankan cases are pending at dif-
ferent stages in the appeal procedure now.

Temporary Admission & Standard
Acknowledgement Letters

When an asylum seeker, on entry makes an ap-
plication for asylum, he is granted temporary ad-
mission for 6 months initially. Renewals are made
on request, while the case is pending.

Port applicants with the necessary 1.D. papers will
be granted a S.A LI In recent times, very few
Sri Lankan asylum seekers were able to produce
the necessary 1.D. papers.

All In-Country applicants (i.c those who apply
after entering the country) are issued S A L II.
This category of applicants is not entitled to so-
cial security benefits.

Both Port Applicants and In-Country Applicants
are not permitted to work for 6 months. If the
application for asylum is not refused within 6
months, the asylum seeker is permitted to work
on request. If the application is rejected, the asy-
lum seeker will not be given a work permit. The
authorities have expedited dealing with these
applications in order to cut down the numbers
applying for welfare benefits and work-permits.
This has put all asylum seckers to great hard-
ship.

Extension of Exceptional Leave to
Remain (E.L.R)

Before 1993, 90% of Sri Lankan asylum seekers
were granted E.L.R. for one year on compassion-
ate grounds. After July 1993, the number of Sri
Lankans given E L R dropped to less than 3%.
Most of these were either old or sick or both.

Applications for extension of the E.L.R. had to
be made either verbally or in writing, before the
end of that first year. Such extensions were given
initially for 3 years and subsequently for another
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VEENA

By Student of Smt. Vasuki Siva
Subasini Sivasangari
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Sri Gananathan

SOLO DANCE

Selvi Threeya Tharmendran
Disciple of Laksmi Samarakoon
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K presented by Sri. Yarl Seelan
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Amirthajini Mahendran, Sinthajini Mahendran
Vishpa Thavendran

Accompaniments

Smt. Rajini Mohanaraj

Smt. Suhirthakala Kadacham
Sri Muthu Sivarajah

Sri Gananathan

MUSICAL MELODIES
CHITRALAYA MUSIC GROUP

Synthesizer:

Mr A Venthan, Ms V Kavitha

Drums:

Mr U Gajendran

Base Guitar:

Mr S Hary

Tabela:

Mr Arudchelvan

Singers:

Mr Ganga, Mr Chandrasegar, Ms Tharshini,
Mr U Surendran, Ms V Kavitha, Mr V Sivasuthan
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3 years. Since 1st October 1996, applications for
extension have to be made on a specified form,
F L R (O). Details regarding passports, income
and accommodation have to be provided.

After a total of seven years, applicants were
granted Permanent Residence or Indefinite Leave
to Remain in former times. Only those with a
criminal record had the I.L.R. withdrawn.

But after October 1996, any person who provided
false information on the form given could have
his I.L.R withdrawn, leading to his deportation.

It is feared that if E. L. R. holders cannot show
proof of their earnings, they may find it difficult
to obtain an extension.

Limited Stay and Public Funds

The Immigration Act of 1971 has been amended
so as to cause concern. Restriction or prohibi-
tion on employment and registration with the
police, were the only conditions to be imposed
under that Act. Now however, the Home Office
and Immigration Office are entitled to impose a
condition requiring a person to maintain himself
without recourse to public funds. This provision
came into force on November 1st 1996.

Permission to Work

In-Country Applicants for asylum have been re-
fused permission to work since 5th Feb 1996.

Those who apply for asylum at the port of entry
are permitted to work after 6 months, provided
their application for asylum has not been refused.

- Since 27th January 97 all employers have been
instructed to verify whether applicants for work
have valid work permits issued by the Home
Office, before giving them employment.

Those who have obtained E.L.R. or LLR. are
not affected by this regulation.

Asylum seekers who are “appealing against” a
negative decision can get confirmation on re-
quest, from the Home Office, for permission to
work.

This measure will serve to deter employers from
offering work to asylum seckers and will dam-
age attempts to extend equal employment oppor-
tunities. There may be discrimination by employ-
ers or educational institutions not taking the trou-
ble to employ or enrol those without straightfor-

ward or familiar documentation.

This measure will also serve to encourage ille-
gal practices.

TAMIL IMMIGRANT
PRISONERS

The detention of Tamil Immigrants in the UK
started in 1985. About 70 persons were detained
in that year and in the years up to 1988, when the
number decreased dramatically.

After the Act of 1993, the number of Tamil im-
migrant prisoners started increasing until it
reached 68 in September 1996. The period of
detention has lengthened and the threat of de-
portation is looming larger on the horizon.

All this has resulted in mounting pressure and
tension in community groups like TWAN. Com-
muting to visit these prisoners in detention cen-
tres at Oxford, Rochester, Portsmouth, Houns-
low and Gatwick is time-consuming and costly
for community workers.

The detention of asylum seeckers seems to de-
pend on the individual interviewer and not on
any consistent pattern of assessment. The avail-
ability of space at the centres, method and time
of entry are all deciding factors. The credibility
and co-operation of the asylum seekers play an
important part in influencing the Immigration
Officer’s decision. The Officer is not compelled
to give reasons for his decision, nor does he have
to divulge the duration of the detention.

Even a convicted criminal is informed of all this
by his judge in a court trial, the hapless asylum
seeker is condemned to a life of agonising sus-
pense and mental torture in his detention centre,
simply because he sought asylum in this coun-

try.

Illegal Entry

The requirement of an entry visa since 30th May
1985 has resulted in the proliferation of illegal
practices among Sri Lankan asylum seekers.
Forged visas, false photographs, forged passports
and illegal entry have become increasingly com-
mon since the imposition of this requirement.

.
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The term “economic refugee” is frequently used
by the authorities to mislead the public in regard
to the influx of asylum seekers.

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, large numbers
who fled the country, have done so after aban-
doning good jobs, property, assets of all types
and a well to-do life, simply because of ethnic
unrest and danger to life.

As for employment, the Home Office itself ad-
mits that the figures for unemployment are ex-
tremely high among refugee communities. They
find it very difficult to obtain work. When they
apply for welfare benefits, they are given only
90% of what other applicants get.

It must be pointed out here, that the British wel-

fare benefit payments are the lowest in the Euro-.

pean Community. An “economic refugee” would
fare better if he were to seek asylum in Germany
or Switzerland.

It 1s his desperate plight, leaving choice of asy-
lum to the influence of agents and in some cases,
social connections, that result in the Sri Lankan
refugee’s arrival in this country.

Above all, the past colonial ties between these
two countries have forged an unbreakable bond,
which cannot be found in France, Germany or
Switzerland.

“Convenient refugee” is another phrase used by
the media. This refers to in-country asylum seek-
ers who obtained entry earlier, on student or visi-
tor’s visas. Or it could be spouses attempting to
join their partners; the link between them is es-
tablished at the port of entry and the wife is al-
lowed to go with the husband. When the hus-
band’s appeal is refused at his hearing, the wife
makes a fresh application for asylum on her own
behalf. At this point she is labelled a “Conven-
ient refugee.” If she had been interviewed on her
first day at the port of entry with an interpreter,
she would doubtlessly have asked for asylum.
Instead, the Immigration Officer summoned the
husband and sent her off with him, thus side-
tracking her. He could have refused entry then
and there, as she had come without an entry visa.
Or he should have recorded her appeal for asy-
lum. He chose the easiest way out by sending
her off with her husband.

“World travellers” form a third category of
would-be immigrants. Having failed to obtain
permission to remain in this country after all the
appeals, they endeavour to leave for another

country, say Canada. At the airport, they are ques-
tioned and either sent to a detention centre or
requested to await further action in this country.
The reason for this harassment is unclear.

Volunteers and staff from TWAN have been vis-
iting Sti Lankans held in these detention centres
to give them moral support, practical and other
assistance needed for immigration procedures,
including deportation.

Case |

Mr S arrived on 28th February 1995 and applied
for asylum on 7th March 1995 at the Home Of-
fice. He was arrested on 21st March 1995 and
detained at Rochester for one year and then trans-
ferred to Oxford. Pending his appeal, a deporta-
tion order was issued on 8th June 1996. He has
now applied for Judicial Review and is waiting
for the hearing.

Case I1

Mr P arrived in April 1994 at Terminal 3 at
Heathrow Airport, in transit to Canada. As he
was about to be deported to Sri Lanka, he imme-
diately applied for asylum in the UK. He was
permitted to enter the country but his applica-
tion was refused in December 1994.

On appealing to the L. A.T., he was arrested and
detained at Portsmouth in March 1996. The
Prison Officials failed to produce him at the hear-
ing on two occasions. The barrister had to be paid.
On the third occasion, as his funds had been ex-
hausted, TWAN arranged legal representation
through the Refugee Legal Centre. His subse-
quent appeals were all turned down and Mr P
has now made a fresh application. He is still at
the Portsmouth Detention Centre.

Case IT1

Mr N arrived at Heathrow Airport in November
1994. He sought asylum there and was permit-
ted to enter the country. In May 1996, he was
detained for have come via a third safe country.
He is at the Portsmouth Centre now, awaiting his
hearing, as his initial application has been re-
fused.

Detainees such as these are normal people in an
abnormal situation. Having suffered traumatic
experiences in their country of origin, they tend
to breakdown in the third and fourth month. Some
attempt suicide. Others suffer from stress and
depression. They don’t know why they are be-




ing held and for how long. The threat of deporta-
tion adds to their misery. They feel helpless and
betrayed and suffer a second exile. Severe psy-
chological problems could result and their men-
tal health gets impaired. They lack viable choices
and experience grief and a sense of loss as they
have no control over their daily existence and
destiny. Enforced dependency is anathema to one
who has hitherto exercised power and initiative.
Seeking sanctuary has merely placed a human
being under threat and hostility.

Detention is clearly abusive and inhumane and
must be opposed on medical and humanitarian
grounds.

The Mechanism
of Release from Detention

1.Temporary Admission

The cases of detainees are reviewed periodically
by the authorities at the centres. Some are re-
leased if changed circumstances warrant it. Such
detainees are given temporary admission. The
periodical review is supposed to take place on a
weekly basis. Whether it is done and what crite-
ria are employed in determining release, are un-
clear.

2. Release on Bail

The only legal safeguard against indefinite de-
tention is the right of the detainee to apply for
bail. Application for a Judicial Review of the de-
cision to detain, is of little value in practice, as it
has limited scope. However, the value of the bail
mechanism is severely diminished by unfair re-
strictions on eligibility.

a) lllegal entrants cannot even be considered until
they make an application against refusal of asy-
lum.

b) Bail hearings are not automatic; the detainee
or his legal representative must initiate an appli-
cation for bail.

¢) Legal aid is not available for bail applications.

d) Bail guarantees have been increased up to
£5000.00, making it impracticable for the ma-
jority.

¢) Those who are charged under the Criminal
Justice Act, have no right to apply for bail until
they are cleared.

f) Bail may be refused for several reasons in-
cluding the existence of “substantial grounds for
believing™ that the accused will not abide by the
conditions.

g) The absence of any criteria to be applied by
adjudicators in determining bail applications.

Slight relief has been granted to detainees by
amendments to the Asylum and Immigration Act
made in September 1996.

3.The Habeas Corpus Mechanism

Under the Habeas Corpus Act, any detainee can
apply to the High Court for a Writ of Habeas
Corpus. The Court then has to decide whether
the individual’s detention i1s lawful. But as the
Immigration Act of 1971 permits indefinite de-
tention at the discretion of an Immigration Of-
ficer and as the H.C. Act does not allow the Court
to examine the merits of the Immigration Offic-
er’s decision, this mechanism has proved to be
of limited value in the case of asylum seekers.

However, in recent times, this mechanism has
proved useful in cases where the detainees have
exhausted all appeal rights and are held pending
removal, but where there is no realistic prospect
of removal being effected within a reasonable
period. It 1s believed that about a dozen Sri
Lankan detainees were released in January ’97
under this Act.

4. Appeal to the European
Court of Human Rights

The release of the Sikh leader, Karamjit Singh
Chahal, is a case in point. He had spent over six
years in prison battling against deportation and
after his case was rejected by the British Court,
he appealed to the European Court in Strasbourg
and obtained his freedom.

This judgement will force the government to
change the way in which it deals with asylum
seekers fearing torture if returned to their home-
land and those alleged to be national security
risks. The decision gives fresh hope to Sri Lankan
detainees who are considered to be such national
security risks.

In conclusion, it must be remembered that de-
tention causes extreme suffering to the detain-
ees and their families. Its negative impact on the
physical and mental health of the unfortunate
asylum seekers cannot be over stressed. It costs
the government over £10,000 a year to detain one
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person. To pay him welfare benefits for the same
period would amount to only £4,400. The tax-
payer should not be saddled with unnecessary
burdens through misguided bureaucratic polices.
The ill-judged experiment of the Home Office
which ended in ignominy in October ’87, is also
relevant here. Some 100 asylum seekers, mostly
Sri Lankan Tamils, were detained on a converted
car-ferry which broke loose during a storm and
began to sink. Besides exposing the asylum seek-
ers to grave danger, it also entailed costly rescue
operations. The detainees had to be housed in
temples and community centres, after their es-
cape from a watery grave.

Incalculable psychological harm is also done to
detainees, as seen in recent studies. Detention
must be done away with in the interests of hu-
manity.

Welfare Benefits

Asylum Seekers
and Benefits - Update

The Secretary of State, Peter Lilley, announced
plans to take away 70% of entitlements to ben-
efits from asylum seekers while their cases were
being resolved, so as to save £200 million a year.
This was announced at the Conservative Party
Conference in October 1995 and the regulations
were introduced on 5th February 1996,

Two categories of asylum seekers stood to lose
by this legislation:

a) In-country applications and b) those whose
initial applications and appeals had been refused
by the authorities. All these asylum seekers were
stranded without food or shelter. The regulations
were challenged in the courts by the J.C.W.I and
on 21st June 1996, the appeal was allowed.
Thereafter, the government passed amendments
to its own Asylum and Immigration Bill by means
of primary legislation which became law on 24th
July 1996. The asylum seckers were once more
deprived of their entitlements.

The Refugee Council and allied organisations
then pressurised the local authorities to provide
food and shelter for the asylum seekers, under
the National Assistance Care Act. 1984 and the
Children’s Act. 89. The local authorities refused

to do so. Cases were taken to the High Court and
on 8th October 1996, a judgement was delivered
saying that applicants should be provided with
the basic necessities of life. The Department of
Health and three local councils, namely West-
minster, Lambeth and Hammersmith and Fulham,
took the matter to the Court of Appeal, which
turned down their appeal in February 1997. They
were also refused permission to appeal to the
House of Lords.

More then 15,000 asylum seekers have been af-
fected by the withdrawal of benefits, which first
took effect more than a year ago. The Dept. of
Health is now preparing to pay the local authori-
ties approximately £80,000 to cover some of the
costs of feeding and housing asylum seekers, now
and in the future.

These ups and downs in the provision of welfare
benefits to asylum seekers have added greatly to
the stress and insecurity they suffer, besides in-
creasing many times, the work load at TWAN.
Sudden stoppages of benefits to our clients by
the DSS, have to be looked into, settlements have
to be negotiated for clients who received unfair
refusal, and appeals have to be made in such
cases; those who are not entitled to welfare ben-
efits have to be referred to the Social Services
Dept, of local authorities for basic necessities;
sometimes TWAN has to provide accommoda-
tion for those who are left homeless. All this
newly-created tension and insecurity in the com-
munity, is reflected in the TWAN office. Rou-
tine work 1n a relaxed atmosphere is a thing of
the past. Every day is a working day and long
hours are inevitable. Development in other areas
such as immigration case work, unemployment,
education and cultural activities, is lagging be-
hind, on account of all this.

The vouchers issued by the local authorities can-
not be used in ethnic stores patronised by asy-
lum seekers. Payment in cash would be prefer-
able for this reason. In many cases, the local au-
thorities refuse to pay rent for asylum seekers
and send them to hostels which are substandard
and inconvenient. It is not clear why this is be-
ing done, as the authorities have to pay more for
hostel accommodation.

Apart from this, TWAN continues to perform
routine tasks such as obtaining unemployment
and job seeker’s allowance, income support,
housing and council tax benefit, disability living
allowance, social fund, family credit, child ben-
efit and maternity benefit. TWAN provides in-
formation and advice, helps clients to fill in




forms, represents them at offices, does interpre-
tation and translation, besides counselling and
boosting morale. The appointment of an outreach
worker last year, has greatly facilitated the field
work carried out by TWAN.

Accommodation and
Homelessness

Until July 1993, TWAN was able to obtain un-
wanted, short-life properties from local councils,
renovate them with the help of asylum seekers
and provide them with accommodation, thus
forming a Housing Co-operative. After the LA,
Act of July 1993, it was no longer possible to
obtain such buildings.

Asylum seekers had to be housed in the private
sector. Rent was paid to the landlord through
housing benefits. The I and A Act of 1996 did
away with the housing benefit given to asylum
seekers, thus rendering them homeless. Such
stranded persons were housed by TWAN in the
emergency shelter which it obtained from the
council in 1987, prior to getting assistance un-
der the National Assistance Act of 1984. This
would lead to accommodation in B & B hostels
with other meals supplied by soup kitchens.

The only house available to TWAN for this pur-
pose is far from adequate for the overwhelming
demand for accommodation that has resulted
from the withdrawal of benefits to asylum seek-
ers. To make matters worse, the council is de-
manding the return of the property.

Lack of accommodation could lead to prolonged
detention by the Immigration authorities. Claim-
ants cannot obtain benefits either from the DSS
or under the National Assistance Act, unless they
have a permanent address. Furthermore, they
cannot register with a G.P. and cannot obtain
medical care, even in an emergency. Such home-
less people are also subject to unnecessary har-
assment by the police.

In view of all the hardships that homelessness
entails, it is imperative that TWAN launches a
project in the near future, to provide accommo-
dation on a bigger scale, to help stranded asylum
seekers.

Care of Senior Citizens

The clash of cultures has resulted in the
marginalisation of a valuable group of citizens
who have been forced to relocate in the West,
for one reason or another. The upsurge of the
nuclear family in Western society has destroyed
the values and benefits afforded by the extended
or joint family system, seen in most Asian coun-
tries. It is not unusual for three generations to
live in harmony under one roof in Sri Lanka or
India, but it is unheard of, here.

Senior citizens among Sri Lankan Tamils, can
be grouped under two headings. First, there are
those who migrated here many years ago in
search of education or employment and those
who came as dependants of children, who had
established themselves here.

The second group consists of asylum seekers who
arrived in recent times. Many of them were well-
to do and had led comfortable or even luxurious
lives, before the civil war turned them into refu-
gees. Some had to face persecution and torture
at home; on arrival here, they were faced with
deprivation, alienation, isolation and sometimes,
even abuse.

All this, on top of the struggle to obtain the right
to remain in this country. Truly, their plight is
pitiable.

Some of these golden-agers have valuable skills
and talents. They are indispensable agents for the
transmission of spiritual and cultural values, from
one generation to another. It behoves us at
TWAN, to identify them and help them to enjoy
the remaining years of their lives and make use
of their talents.

TWAN has organised get-togethers for this age-
group, to enable them to socialise and get into
the mainstream of life. They have been taken on
trips to various places of interest and of religious
and scenic importance. Sheltered housing has
been provided for those in need of it. A day cen-
tre is to be opened in April, where senior citi-
zens can meet each other and obtain advice re-
garding all their problems. A part-time develop-
ment worker will be in charge there to attend to
their needs.




Children’s Projects

a) Supplementary Education for
School Children (Refugees)

Refugee children also arrive from Sri Lanka find
it difficult to adjust to school life in the UK. Many
of them have had their schooling disrupted in
their country due to the ethnic unrest there. They
suffer from traumatic experiences and are not
able to concentrate on their studies. A strange
medium of instruction makes learning even more

difficult, not to mention differences in environ- .

ment. Their parents too are facing similar prob-
lems and are unable to help them with their les-
sons at home. Hence, there is a very real need
for supplementary education for the children of
refugees. Many school are reluctant to admit
these children because of these differences and
fear that standards in schools, which are low in
this borough, could fall even lower, in conse-
quence.

The parents of these children appealed to TWAN
to step in and fill the gap. With the help of the
community and various volunteers, TWAN has
started this supplementary education project. The
expenses of the volunteer teachers are paid by
the parents while TWAN ‘provides the accom-
modation and lesson materials.

About 60 children are benefiting by this project.
There is room for improvement in the services
provided, but unfortunately resources are limited.

b) Play School

This project was intended to care for children
between 4 and 15 during the school holidays. All
kinds of activities are planned to keep them oc-
cupied. Play workers and volunteers supervise
these activities and the children are taught about
their cultural heritage, besides being looked af-
ter in a safe environment. Funding is obtained
from the Play Section of the local authority. 80
children were registered in the Play School last
year.

¢) Arts and Crafts

These classes are conducted at the Little Iiford

School between 1 and 4 pm. during the week-
ends. Children are taught instrumental music,
painting and handicrafts by trained teachers. Par-
ents meet the expenses of the teachers while
TWAN provides the accommodation and lesson
materials. As regular funding is not available
these classes cannot be conducted uninterrupt-
edly.

d) Trips and Gifts

Children are taken on day trips between 2 and 4
times a year, depending on funding. This is be-
cause their parents, who are welfare benefit re-
cipients are unable to do so. X’mas gifts are pro-
vided for deserving children of impoverished
parents. About 110 children received these gifts
in 1994 and 1995. We were unable to carry this
out in 1996, due to lack of funding but hope to
resume this year.

e) Cultural Project

The Tamil New Year begins in April, according
to the Hindu calendar. TWAN decided to cel-
ebrate this event in a fitting manner so as to en-
able all the Tamils to socialise and rejoice on
this happy day. Members of other communities -
were invited to participate. The celebration has
been carried on for the past ten years and 400-
500 people attend the event. Cultural programmes
are staged by refugee children. Traditional food
is served and TWAN’s annual report is published
on that day. All told, it is a very enjoyable occa-
sion and we hope to continue celebrating our New
Year i the years to come.

Youth and Sports Project

TWAN has long felt that there is a crying need
for a youth development project. It is people in
this age group who have been most affected by
the civil war in Sri Lanka. Their ambitions in
life have been thwarted. Many were forced to
undergo persecution, torture and bereavement
and have lost homes and families. Several have
participated in physical training programmes and
other activities. Such individuals need to have
their resources channelled into suitable pro-
grammes if they are to become good citizen. They
have to be saved from turning to vice, crime, drug
addiction and other nefarious activities. Hence,
the need for a suitable development project.




For a start, TWAN has organised two sports clubs
one senior, for those aged over 24 and the other,
a junior club whose members are between 12 and
24 vyears of age. The former is an independent
and self-sufficient organisation. The latter has to
be funded and supervised by TWAN. The senior
club has 45 members while the junior has 25. A
similar organisation for girls and women has been
mooted, but the project has stalled through lack
of funding and trained workers. A proper devel-
opment plan is needed to co-ordinate the activi-
ties of all three clubs.

Conclusion

Much has been achieved by TWAN since its in-
ception in 1996 but much more remains to be
done. Many factors come into play when an or-
ganisation is required to function smoothly and
efficiently. A serious handicap at the moment, is
lack of adequate space. If TWAN could be housed
in a large unit with a spacious hall for meetings,
seminars and social activities not to mention
classes, it would accelerate development in many
areas. Again, secure funding is of primary im-
portance in community service. Planning for the
future becomes a pipe dream unless solid finan-
cial support is readily available. It is hoped that

the Newham Council and other organisations will
rally round to provide sufficient funds in a steady
stream, so that work can be carried on without
interruption.

TWAN is further handicapped by lack of ad-
equate staffing. Many hands will contribute to
increased output besides lightening the heavy
workload. Up to April 1996, the office was
manned by just one full-time worker who sup-
plied information and advice to clients. In April
06 a part-time worker was appointed and work
was carried on with the help of 22 volunteers.
Several projects have been started and some more
are in the offing. The heavy work load makes the
appointment of additional staff a dire need. A
case worker an out-reach worker, a development |
worker and a youth development worker are nec- |
essary at the moment. More staff could follow
as more projects obtain funding. This again high-
lights the need for adequate, secure financial
backing. A five year business plan has been
drawn up with projected development in several
new areas.

Unceasing hard work and courteous, dedicated
service has earned trust and goodwill for TWAN,
not only in the East end but also in London, as a
whole. That is a reward in itself.
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DIRECTORS
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TAMIL, WELFARE ASSOCIATICN (NEWHAM) U.K

REPORT OF THE ACCOUNTANTS

We have examined the attached Balance Sheet and Incomre and

Expenditure Accounts which have been prepared under the historical
cost cornvention.

The accounts have been properly prepared and are in accordance with
the bocks, vouchers and records produced to us.

In our opinion, the accounts give a true and fair view of the state
of affairs of Tamil Welfare Association (Newham) U.K as at

31lst December 1996 and the excess of income over expenditure for
the year then ended.

T

Mercury House Ableman Shaw & Co.
1 Heather Park Drive
Wembley
Middlesex
HAQ 18X
Registered Auditors &
15th April 1997 Chartered Accountants



TAMIL WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) U.K

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31T DECEMBER 1996

Fixed Assets

Fixtures & Fittings 1

Current Assets

Debtors and other prepayments
Cash at bank

Bank deposit account

Cash in hand

less: Current Liabilities

Accrued expenses
Paye & N.Insurance

Net Current Assets

Total Assets

1996 1995
£ £

5,990 5,137
1,268 1,156
7,323 1,740
8,062 10,063
= a7
16,653 13,006
2,717 1,373
- 345
2,717 1,718
13,936 11,288

19,926 16,425




TAMIL WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) U.K

BATANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1996

Represented By:

General fund brought forward
Excess income for the year

Building Fund

Balance b/fwd
Excess of expenditure for the period

Balance ¢/fwd

Total

Signed on behalf of the Board on 15th April 1997

g //Wﬁ!ﬁ«déomm o

: S Gajendrakumaran
Treasurer

1996 1995
£ £

6,361 7,109
3,502 (747)
9,863 6,362
10,063 18,831
= (8,768)
10,063 10,063
19,926 16,425




TAMIL WELFARE ASSCCIATICN (NEWHAM) U.K

NOTES TO THE BAIANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBEER 1996

1. Fixed Assets

Opening balance

Additions

Clesing balance

Acgregate Depreciation

Cpening balance

Charge for the year

Closing balance

Net Book Values

As at 31st December 1996

As at 31st December 1995

Furniture
Fittings
&
Equipment Total.
£
16,943 16,943
2,350 2,350
15,293 19,293
11,806 11,806
1,497 1,497
13,303 13,303
5,990 5,990
5,137 5,137




TAMIL WELFARE ASSCCIATICN (NEWHAM) U.K

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1996

Income

Grants received (Sch)
Menbership fees
Donation received
Training

Cultural activity income
Family outings income
Rent receivable

Bank interest received

Expenditure

Cultural activity (net expenses)
Elderly Project

Childrens' Project

Art Project

Family outings expenses

Sports activities

Salaries and wages

National insurance

Staff training

Volunteers and sessional workers
Compensation for loss of office
Rent and rates

Insurance

Security costs

Light and heat

Telephone

Repairs and maintenance
Equipment maintenance

Printing and advertising
Postage and stationery

Legal and professicnal

Audit and accountancy

Meeting expense

Bank charges

Sundry expenses

Depreciation

Excess of income over expenditure

1996 1995
£ £
40,811 24,749

537 831
541 963
388 600

. 606
1,521 1,792
4,450 1,847
400 584
48,648 31,972
1,788 =
. 1,477
5,488 2,582
- 701
1,050 1,200
290 695
20,277 16,000
1,851 1,138
220 37
616 1,142

- 1,759
4,880 6,267
530 756
247 311
855 1,077
961 1,245
270 139
135 270
1,250 1,030
1,559 1,282
o 50

623 450
281 167
155 87
323 340
1,497 1,285
45,146 41,487
3,502  (9,515)




TAMII. WELFARE ASSOCIATION (NEWHAM) U.K
SCHEDULE TO ACCOUNTS

1996 ACCOUNTS

1. Grants received 1996 1995

£ £
N L C B Grant 25,461 =
City Parochial Foundation 7,500 17,500
Computer Grant 2,000 =
Art Grant 950 1,000
Childrens' Project (Tudor Trust & L.B.N) 4,900 3,150
Elderly Project & 1,606
Sports Grant = 663
Technical books - 400
Arts in the Neighbourhood - 430
40,811 24,749

I(SP SUPER FOODS

318 HIGH STREET NORTH, MANOR PARK,
~ LONDON E12 6SA

TEI.' 0181-471 7806




[ Volunteers & Trainees Required )

@® Tamil Typists @ English Typists @ Organisers

@® Mini Bus Drivers
@ Office Assistants @ Admin Assistants
@® Playworkers
@® Computer Designers
@ Report Writers
@® Supplementary Class Teachers

For fanther cnformation, pleate contact
Tamid Weljare assoccation (Hewtiam) UK

0181-478 0577

QUMQEBDELITETIESST il JAFFNA MINI MARKET
&HITTHe06TT

mwag&@;;ﬁ&% 101 BURGES ROAD

Heve  BimieusTGLOTEImID EAST HAM, LONDON E6 2BJ
SiGETmLied gipssiul Geeng. MTel: OL1S1-4A47 3644




B
@:g«; =




GUMTLD G| 61T

(WelenT(®  BTevd;s5Gev

Qe CousmenuiGev
ol wemp QuThHss:

LOTEOLiT  LoaSl|pih 6o
Ueirblens  mHrerienlGev

FLOSHS]  LD6DITS 6 BGsv
eiflupd SCwT®

Caged wemp QUTPIHSE.
QEIW UL 2 6iTenmisel

2 MemwBuimembs ObehsFmise
@6IGm o6l @eCn @b

SHBlEHS CUTIDE] LEDBHSS!.
Aapplw Cxrmismus Gumed

Ufiba sefidg eumphsreib
2 _6itensHSCev Hidlipeans

2 _60&0eTd LsBGIETH
o _uiflepid Guomeoras

HTIGIoMY Henens Gump)
FFETOGUT  LiS & TEuilgeuILD

Bevileumd  sSrevmiseguid
6T6UTenINIUY  S(HLOLD  6T6VEVTLD

T em@eugll GlumbEy eumyp
SOUPT Bevetiyfl smisg;aei

Sl eumpgEHIP6iT.

Bus@HT Fenu o miluleissir




| Company Registration No: 2962857

/e thank all our distinguished guests
for having graced the occasion
with your presence this evening.

*TWAN Members & Volunteers
* Well-wishers

* Councillors, Stephen Timms MP & MEPs

*National Lottery Charities Board
* City Parochial Foundation
*Tudor Trust
*Age Concern
*Carlton Trust
*London Borough of Newham
* Newtrain Bursary Fund

*Our Sponsors:

Capital Autos, Thiru & Co, Rai & Co, Ivan Krama & Co., Shan & Co.,
Western Jewellers, Sky Wings Ltd., Prompt World Wide Travel Ltd.,
DAK Travel and EURO-INDO Property Mart, Shama'’s Centre,
Kumaran’s Property Services, Bluebird Estates Lid., Thanam Solicitor,
Akilan Enterprises Ltd., Vanee’s Agencies, Seelans, K S P Super Foods,
Priya Silk, Station Super Stores

*London Sri Murugan Temple, Worshiful Mayoress of Newham,
* Guest Artistes * Chithralaya Music Group
*London Borough of Newham Education & Leisure Services Departments,
Community Education Services
Little Ilford School and Kensington Primary School
* Confederation of Indian Organisations (UK)
British Refugee Council
LVSC & NCVO

* Our Auditors Ableman Shaw & Co and Our Accountant

" Tamil Welfare
33A Station Roa_d?
. TellF

.\_‘

Charity Registration No: 1047487 |
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@ Whole Agents as well as Retail Agent in Europe 0

® We cover major cities and major Airlines as well as charter flights

® We offer 20% discount on Travel Insurance @ Our Credit Card charge is 1.49% only
@ Our refunds will be honoured within 24 hrs (subject to terms and conditions)

® We do Ticket On Departure (TOD) ® We do Pre Paid Travel Advice (PTA)
@ Tours and Hotel Bookings @ Car Hire

heck
Offere are subiject to amendment by oanselves T&ﬁ:@?ﬁﬂt‘_‘_‘,f}

‘The Best Price in Town
Fully Bonded

ATOL & IATA ” CALL US ON:
0181-578 0000
FAX: 0181-813 2000

GERMANY BRANCH:
Neheimer Marktz

PI’(ﬁll I;t H ouée 59755 ARNSBERG

GERMANY 700211

Western Avenue, Tel: 01714757614

Greenford, Middlesex
- UB6 SEU
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'AUTOS LTD.

AUDI SPECIALIST

Specialist Repair Services on Audis

Specialist
in AUDI
New & S/H

Spares

e o+
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