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Rule by thuggery

The complaint of a Wild Life Department official
that, on New Year Day, he had been assaulted at Yala
by a party led by the MP for Yatiyantota is the latest
in a series of complaints against the use of thuggery by
government MPs against public officials and members
of the public.

~ Thuggery by government MPs and JSS leaders is
fast becoming standard practice, It is proliferating
because the government does nothing aboat it.

Over two years have passed since JSS thugs killed
trade unionist Somapala on a picket line. But nothing
has happened, even though the coroner found it to be
a case of homicide, and evidence regarding the presence
of government supporters, including a MP in a jeep, in
the vicinity had been led at the inquity.

Nor has anything been done about the despicable
assault on Professor Sarathchandfa and others, even
though witnesses and newspapers named prominent
supporters and placcmen of the government among
these who led the assault.

Not a2 siagle person has been brought to book
regarding the mass violence in Jaffia ai the time of the
DPDC elections there: Nor has any inquiry been held
into charges made about the conduct of two Ministers
in connection with some of these events.

_ During the cowardly attacks on Tamil estate
orkers i ident Jayawardene himself said
some of his party meh
attacks. But nothing

o

__that he"v?:é""aih'aiméc_!"? t sot
- and supporters had led such

& i

eputy ned in connectio

shameful assaults continue in their positicus.

After the Presidential elections, too. government
MPs were named in connection with the spate of vio-
lence vnleashed against political opponents. The MP for
Polgahawela was even taken into custody and remaaded
for a few days. Many newspapers published reports
and pictures of the injured victims. But everything
seems to have been swept under the carpet.

The GMOA has taken up with the government the
complaint of Dr. M S. R. Wijetunge, DMO of Ridigama
in the Dodangaslande electorate, that he had been
threatened with assault on two -~ occasions by close
supporiers of the MP, who is also a Deputy Minister.
This time, however, some action was taken. The DMO
was interdicted. «

The SATURDAY REVIEW (1/1/83) has published
specific complaints made to the President and the IGP
naming the MP for Yapahuwa and Deputy Minister
of Transport. We ourselves publish one of the specific
complaints made aganst the conduct of the MP for
Colombo West on referendum day. Similar specific
complaints have been made in regard to other govern-
ments MPs, District Ministers, and Deputy Ministers.

President Jayawardene owes a duty to the public
to explain what action has béen; or is being taken,
on these complaints. Or are we to assume that “Oper-
ation Whitewash” is in force once again?

One doesn’t have to look far to see that the real

" threat from terrorism in Sri Lanka does not come from
a few misguided youth in the North or alleged
“Naxali es” in the SLFP. It comes from the UNP
government, whose state terrorism _in the North is
now being extended to the South. What makes this
even more sick ning are- the homilies about respect for
the “rule of law” when therule of thuggery is the
reality, -
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Not so sweel
What has happened about sugar is not so sweet.
It also smells bad. :
The government insisted that the price had not
increased. It said sugar was “freely available” at Rs,
12 per kilo atithe co-ops. But only the price tags were
- available ‘there-not the sugar,
' Meanwhile sugar, imported by the private trade,
_was “freely available” in the open market at.prices that
. wentup to Rs. 15. ~Asked to explain, the government
said not to worry as the ‘‘controlled” price was even
highﬂ'f_ c -
What price the “open”’ economy where competition
from the private trage is supposed to keep prices
stable? Whatever the price, it’s too high.
: o —— T SR T T
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on his plate.

at the referendum.

The Presldent -i8 aware that
the fraud and terror used to
wint the referendum have earn-
ed the governmont a bad
name both in Sri Lankaand
abroad.

While the reaction in Sri
Lanka does mnot bother him
overmuch, the reaction abroad
does.

Mass media coverage and
comment in many Western
countries from
{ expects additional aid has
been far from encouraging.

Opposition charges of refer-
endum rigging, the fact that
the government could not get
i more than 38 percent appro-
i _yal for its proposal the good

tﬂmw ‘put- up by Opposition

partiecs in the Presidential
election and in the referendum
despite difficultise and obstruc-
tions, and the government's
serious financial and econo-
mic position have all been high-
lighted by the Western media.

This will make it even more
difticult for Minister Ronnie de
de Mel, now abroad on yet
? another begging mission, te
' find the funds the government

needs for the Budget, which

was due last year but postponed
until March 1983 due to lack

. of funds for anmything mare
than a vote on account.

Debt

The  Central Bank has
| already pointed -~ out that
. the gross public debt had
- increased by 26 per cent and
the foreign debt by 52 per
cent in 1981. It stood at Rs.
65 billion at the end of 1981,
. with interest repayments for

the year amounting to Ks. 3

billion on domestic debt and
| Rs. 713 million on foreign
| debts. A de facto devalu-
| ation of thc “floating”” Sri

Lanka rupee vis-a-vis the US
l’ dollar over the past yearand

a half has already added Rs.
2.2 billion to the debt
liability.

For the past five years, the
UNP government has been able
to maintain a relatively high
level of foreign investment and
loans from the USA and some
Western European countrieson
the basis that it was the ouly
pro-imperialist government in
Asia that had been eclected by
the people.

But the poor performance io
the Présidential election and
the - blatant rigging of the
referendum have cast serious
doubts of
overall stability and capacity
to deliver the goods,

|
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which he-

the -government's:

These problems have multiplied after his so-called ‘“‘victory™

The Finance Minister’s task.-

has been made even more
difficult by the differences with
the US administration over
the tactics to be pursued
vis-a-vis the bourgeois Oppo-
sition, especially the SLFP
and the TULF, as highlighted
in the “Kenneth Scott Affair”.

But at thc moment it is
domestic politicial problems
that are in the forefront of the
President’s attention.

National Govt.

His  rroposal for a
‘National government” has
run into deep troubje. Nelther

the SLFP nor the TULF have
officially shown any desire
respond, and the SLFP has
officially rejected it.

Most of the individval and
group desertions from the
SLFP to the UNP that the
President masterminded have
proved to be liabilities, with
nearly all the former electo-
rates with whieh the deserters
are associated being lost at
the refereedum.

The probable accretion toi‘

his ranks ol Maithripala Sena-
nayake, - Halm Ishak
S. D. Bandaranaike, and
maybe Anura Bandaranaike
later, will add nothing subst-
antial to what he already has.

Another major problem is
how to honour his oft-repea-
ted promise to clean up his
own parsty. Many of his favou-
rite  Ministers, whom he
hoped to promote still higher,
have been. “defeated” electo-
rate-wise, or have
through by the skin of their
teeth. On the other hand, most
of the expendablcs, at Min-
isterial and M. P. levels, have
registered ¢'victories” electo-
rate-wise, even at the cost of
resurrecting the dead or tele-
porting Middle Eastern expa-
triates back to Sri Lanka,
a la ““Blake’s Seven”’.

1t is small wonder that even
the pro-government news-
papers now say that any chan-
ges in the Cabinet and the
government M. Ps will be
minimal.

Increases

President Jayawardene’s
announcement, during
referendum campaign, that he
is - thinking about increasing
the number of M.Ps irom the
present 168 to the 196 re-

commended by the Delimi-|

tation Commission has also
run into several snags.

scraped |

the!

J.R's Problems Multiply

’ President Jayawardene's hush-hush consultations with close advisers at
Kandy during the Christmas holidays, as well as the decision to prorogue Parlia-
ment early this month, indicate that he wants time to sort out the many problems

Adding an extra 28 seafs
seemed fto President Jayawar-
dene 9 meat way of making
room for the new nominees he
wants, helping to form a loyal
“‘democratic Opposition”, and
keeping his present forces
intact.

But this will involve a fifth
amendment to the Consti-
tution and another referen-
dum, both of which are far
from desirable in the present
time.

On top of this, a strict im-
plementation of the Delimi-
tation Commission’s recom-
mendatiens would invelve a
reduction in the numbérs seats
in the Matale, Kandy and
Badulla districts where the
UNP did well, with the main
increases in districts  like

¥ “Colombo where the U.N.P's

fortunes slumped.

So, - while setting afoot
preparations for a second
inauguration on February
4 in a manner that befisa .
monarch in the making,
President Jayawardene wracks
his brains on how to solve the
problems of the future.

All of which- proves how
true is the saying about the
tangled webs we weave when
we practice to deceive!

J. R. is “Killing
Cemocracy”

President J. R. Jayawardene
is “killing democracy” - in'Sri
Lanka, says the Indian -maga-
zine LINK in a special article
of the Presidential election
“ana the referendum in its issue
of January 2.

It calls the government’s
decision to h»old a referendum
instead .of a general election
‘g flagrant violation of the
accepted  democratic  free-
doms’’, which in practice wi |
give SO per cent of the aduit
population of Sri Lanka no
say in the political affairs of
the country for 13 years.

The article accuses the UNP
of ‘using anti-democratic
methods in the power strug-
gle’”” and of “trying to break
the resistance of the Opposi-
tion”.

Saying that <this turnin
Sri Lanka politics will have a
far reaching impact on the
internal ‘and external policies of
i the country,” LINK observes
that *‘Sri Lanka is breaking
away from the glorious tradi-
tions of the non-alignad
movement and virtually becom-
ing a key post for Washington:
in this region’ﬂ. :
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Soviet Message to the Wor

(The following Message of Peace was issued (o '

the Parliaments, Governments, Political Parties and
peoples of the world by the U.S.S.R. Supreme Soviet
and the C.P.S.U Central Committee in connection
with the 60th Anniversary of the US.S.Rs

foundation).

“We, representatives of all
the peoples of the USSR who
have assembled in Moscow
to mark the sixtieth anniver-
sary of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, on behalf
of the two hundred and seventy

million Soviet people, send

this message of peace to the
Parliaments, = Governments,
Political Parties, and peoples
of the world.

“What the finest minds of
humankind have dreamed of
for ages—the ending of
national strife and discord
and the attainment of genuine
_equality and friendship among
nations—has become a reality
in our country, thanks te the
Leninist policy pursued by the
Communist Party and the
Soviet Government, thanks to
the implementation of the
socialist principles of national
and social freedom and the
abolition of all forms ef
oppression and exploitation.

«Soviet foreign policy too,
is determind by the new
relations between  peoples,
between nations in our socialist
state. Our ideal, our unchang-
ing aim and constant concern,
are that there should be
universal peace, friendship,

and co-operalion among, *=

““peoples.

NEW EPOCH

“The Great October Socia-
list Revolution rang in a new
epoch of history., Having
shaken off social and national
oppression, Wworking people
created the land of Soviets, a
state that has asserted relations
of fraternal friendship and
equality among-peoples, ensut-
ing true freedom, progress,
and prosperity to all nations.

“Durable, dependable, and
lasting peace is the first and
most compelling need of all
people, of all nations, of all
humankind. ‘

“The need of peace is of
special significance today
when countries have weapons
that can destroy human
‘civilisation and all life on

_our planet, and when the
threat of war, which was
appreciably moved back in
the 1970s, has again begun
to mount and international
tension is increasing visibly.

““All the efforts of countries,
‘the activities of governmenis,
of organisea political parties
and movements,and- of all
citizens of every country
should now be addressed to pre- |
venting a nuclear catastrophe.
Nothing is or can be more
important than this.

We, the authorised repre-
sentatives of the Soviet people.
solemnly declare that, in
keeping with the Leninst policy
of peace and international
co-operation, the Soviet Union
will do all its power to
avert war. :

AFFIRM

« i S e SR e e S 4
=We ‘i‘éaﬁrm that, in accor-
dance ‘with the commitment it
has undertaken, the Soviet
Union will not resort to the
first use of nuclear weapons,
and once again call upon the
-other nuclear powers to under-
‘ake a similar commitment.

“We declare that the
Soviet Union is prepared,
on a basis of reciprocity
with the United States of

* America, to fréeze its

reement
and arma-
in  Central

on armed -forces
ments reduciion
Europe.

“We offer coming to an
agreement without delay on a
complete and general nuclear
tests ban so that no more new
kinds and types of nuclear
weapons may be developed,

“We urge the prohibtion
and destruction of chemical
weapons.

“We call for the eafliest
resumption of  suspended
negotiations® ¢n all other

pont “the legi

of all the countries of the
world to contribute actively to
the seitlement of ™ conflict
situations and to the extingui-
shing of flash-points of
tension exclusively by political
means. .

“We want a strong United
Nations Organisation with a
bigger role in consolidating
international peace  and
security.

CO-OPERATE

“In furtherance of ‘these
aims the Soviet Union is
prepared to co-operate with
all the countries of the world,
regardless of their political
social systems.

lative bodies and governments.

- the  histotic
onsibility . that devolves
these days on all the countries
of the world for the present
and the future,

_“The Soviet people are
convinced that,if countries and
peoples combine their efforts,
they will eliminate the threat
of war, prasserve and consoli-
date peace on earth, and ensure
the human right to life. Itis
to this pooling of efforts that
we call upon Parliaments,
Governments, Political Parties,

- and peoples of the world.”

Supreme Soviet
of the USSR

Central- Committee
of the CPSU

nuclear arsenal”.

CENTENARY OF MARX'S DEATH

On March 14th, 1933, all
progressive mankind will join
hands to honour the memnry
of KARL MARX, the founder
and pgreat teacher of the
immortal doctrine of scientific
socialism.

For this day wili be the
100th  anniversary of Karl
Marx’s death.

‘The ideas of socialism are

~older than Marx. | But before

him, they existed in the realm
of utopias, representing the
dreams  of working people
abouta world fres from
exploitation and fear, When
men would live and work
together as brothers.

It was Karl Marx, together
with Frederich Engels, who
converted the ideas of soci-
alism and communism into a
science, thereby wmaking them

'ANDROPOV’S NEW OFFER

CPSU  Geneial Secretary
YURI ANDROPOV’s new
proposal in regard to the
reduction of medium range
missiles in Europe is the latest
in a series of practical propo-
sals made by the USSR aimed
at achieving nuclear and
general disarmament.

Speaking at a joint celebra-
tion meeting in connection
with the 60th anniversary of
the USSR, Yuri Andropov
announced that the Soviet
Union would be prepared to
enter into an agteement where
it retains in Europe only as
many missiles as are kept there
by  Britain -and France, and
not a single one more.

This would mean that the
Soviet Union would reduce
hundreds of missiles, including
dozens of the latest ones known
as SS-20s.

Andropov -added . that, if
Britain and France wanted to
reduce the pumber :of “their
missiles - stili further, the
USSR would make a similar
reduction. S :

Together with this, -accord
should be reached to ‘reduce
fo equal levels the gymber of

medium range nuclear weapon
delivery -aircraft in . Europe
between the USSR and NATO.

Andrepov also announced
that the Soviet Union was in
& position to produce an
analagous missile to the MX

missile  that the Regagun
administration  wanted to
produce, and is testing its

own variant of the US Cruise
missile.

Andropov’s proposal has

“been warmly received by the

peace movement in Europe
and throughout the the world.
It has thrown the Reagan
administration into confusion,
with the “hawks” rejecting it
gven before it could be studied,
and the others suggesting
further examination when the
talks on strategic arms limita-
tion be ween the USA and
the USSR are resumed shortly,
Similar divergent responses
are found in the leaderships
of the NATO countries.

The USSR 'hacl‘ earlier

‘proposed an -agreement re-
-nouncing ell types of ‘nuclear

weapons, both ‘medium ‘range
and tactical, designeq to
strike at Buropean targets, as
well as ‘another variant, viz.

that the USSR and NATO
reduce their weaponry by more
than two-thirds. Neither
proposal has been accepted
by the USA.

The USSR, Yuri Andropov
said, would continue to work
for peace and a “broad, free,
fruitful coporation among
nations to mutual advantage”.

Speaking also on the national
question, Andropov said that
the development of capitalism
did not lead to the abolition
of national oppression. On
the comtrary, national
oppression was compounded
and aggravated by colonia]
oppression and the enslavment
of millions.

Marxism was the first to
show that the nationalities
question is linked organically
with the social and class
structure of society and
property relations, It focussed
attention on the right of
nations to self determination
as the only reliable means of
achieving their voluntary
union. The  October Revolu-
tion ‘had ‘translated ° this

principle into concrete organi-
sational forms. _ :

a powerful weapon aid an
Infallible guide in the actual
fight of the working people for
their liberation.

Karl Mary analysed scien-
tifcally and laid bare the actual
laws according to which capit-
alism works, He provided a
scientific and valid understand-
ing of human history asone
in which changes and develop-

ments take place as result of .

over the- ownership of the

means of production, distri-

bution and exchange of com-
modities. He showed that the
extraction of surplus value
from the work of the toiling
masses is the source of both
capitalist profit and ~ mass
impoverishment.

Above all, Karl Marx show-
¢d how capitalism could be
overthrown and replaced with
socialism. He gave the work-
ing class and all oppressed
people an invaluable method
of analysing and understand-
ind social processes, of uniting
scientific theoty  with the
revolutionary practice of the
masses.

A great revolutionary thin-
ker, Karl Marx was also a
great  revolutionary fighter,

He was the founder of the.

First (Communist) Internatio-
nal. Together with Engels, he
co-authored its famous COM-
MUNIST MANIFESTO,
whose ringing call, **Workers
of the World, Unite”, has
become the battle-cry of the
toilling masses. He was a
champion of the anti-colonial
struggles of his day—in
India, Ireland and other gount-
ries subjugated by imperjalism.

What Marx started has
now becoms the mijghiiest
movement for human liber-
ation that the world has
ever known. Soeialism is
already established in one-
third of the world. Hundreds
of millions of people in all
continents and ceuntries of
the world live, work and
fight guided by the ideas of
gcientific  socialism  that
Marx first taught. His
teachings have Bgcome the
ideological and theoretical
basis of aresurgent new
eivilisation.

ation,

The 100th anniversary of th
death of this great leader and
genjus will, therefore, become
the occasion on which those
who already  accept the
doctrines of scientific socialism
will re-affirm their fidelity to
these great teachings. It will
also be the occasion for renew-
ed efforts to win new adher-

cotsto Marx’ great cause,
““which alone

guarantees a
world without war, and human
societies devoid of exploit-
hunger, fear and
deprivation.

Colombo Meet
Greets USSR
The USSR was congratul-
ated on its 60th anniversary
by a meeting in Colombo
organised by the Sri Lanka-
Soviet Friendshipilxague‘

The main speakers at the
meeting  were = Education
Minister Ranil Wickremas
singhe, LSFL President T. B.
Subasinghe, and Soviet Ambas-
sador Boris Kirnasovsky.

A much appreciated concert
by a visiting Soviet ocultural
troupe followed the meeting.

New Year
Greetings

We send all our readers
greetings and good wishes
tor the New Year.

We are sorry that this
issue is late. This is dueto
the fact that our printing
press was congested with
work in connection with
the referendum of Decem-
ber 22 and to the large
number of statutory holi-
days between Chtistmas and '
‘New Year. :

May we remind subcribers,
whose subscriptions are due
to expire, to renew them?

And why not : help us-
and our common caus¢=by
enrolling - new  subcribers

to FORWARD for 19837
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{The following statement was
issued by the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Sri
Lanka on 28 December 1982)

“The fraud and terror
practicised by the government
and the : NP in connection
with the referendum of 22 De-
cember 1982 far exceed anyth-
ing experienced before in Sri
Lanka's half a century of
adu t franchise.

“These despicable tactics
have made even mose out-
rageous ~ the government’s
original an'i democratic de-
cision to substitute a so-called
referendum for a general elect-
ion, and 10 misuse referendum
procedures in an atiempt
to bulldoze the people into
surrendering fundamental
rights,

s“Never before in our couniry
has a nation-wide vate been
conducted under conditions of

a state of emergency, which
covered the entire period of
the referendum Even the final
official announcement that the
Cabinet had decided 1o allow
the emergency to lapse on
December 19 was violated.

“Emergency powers were
abuse . to impede, obstruct and
paralyse those campaigning
against  the government’s
proposal in every way possible.
Opposition newspapers were
banned, and their printing
presses sealed. Many hundreds
of officials, organisers, pro-
pagandists and referendum
agents of Opposition partics
were either derained without
charge or remanded. Election
laws - were cynically and
brazeniy vioclated, with the
Police saying that they were
*helpless’” to enforce the
orders of the Commissioner
of Elections or even their own
IGP.

“As December 22 drew
near, it became clear to the

UNP that even this degree of
intimidation. notto speak cf
its attempts to confuse issues
with talk about ¢Naxalite”
and pro-Eelam plots, may not
be sufficient to. guarantee
success.

“So ‘a planned exercise in
intimidation of the polling
agents of Opposition partics
was carried out in various parts
of the country.

““They were threatened with
dire consequences 1o them-
selves, their families and their
homes if they dared appear
at the polling stations on re-
ferendum day. Many dozens
of agents who turned up
despite these threats were
physically  threaiened @ ang
driven out of the polling
stations.

“In this wav, the path was
cleared for impersonation on a
large scale,

“But despite all this, govern-
ment was unable to get more

than 38 per cent' of the
registered voters  (including
several lakhs of impersonat-
ions) to approve its proposal
to put off the general elections
due in mid-1983. 62 per cent
of the registered voters did
not approve this proposal.
This is the central faci that
nothing can hide. :

-

Courageous.

“The Communist Party
thanks and congra.ulates the
26 lakhs of courageous voters,
who went to the polls to
register their votes for the
POT, despite threats, intimid-
ation and terror. They remain
a Strong force that the govern-
ment will have 10 reckon with
in its ruthless drive to dic-
tatorship.

Despite the distortion caused
by the government’s massive
impersonation campaign, the

_results of the referendum con-
firm that, if a general eleciion
had been held on the current

~General Election must be Held

—

The following is the
text of the speech

CPSL General Secre-
tary K P.SILV A, at the

the USSR's 60th anni-
versary. =

it
behalf of
Central Commit-
.. QP tee and all the
‘members and supporters of
‘the Communist Party of Sri
$zsaka, b would like to
convey to the Central Com-
mittee angd all the members
of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union. to all the

congratulations ‘and sincere
good wishes on this historic

" 60th anniversary of the
formation of the USSR.

’ “The USSR, the world’s
first socialist stale. was a

direct outcome of the vic-

torious Great October So-

cialist Revolution of 1917,
Over the past 60 years, the
the Soviet people have made
great sacrifices to defend
and uphold that victory.
- They had to répel and
" defeat a war of “intervent-
ion by 14 imperialist states,
a counter-revolutionary civil
war, and Hitler’s fascist
{| attack in World: War 1L
~They had to rebuild what
was destroyed. But despits
all this, they have also
carried out a social and
economic transformation
that is without parallel in
world history.

“Backward Tsarist Russia
has become an advanced
socialist - state, where eco-
nomy, science, technology
and culture flounish and
develop without any restrict-
ion or impediment. The
scourges of capitalist society-
such as periodic economic
crisis, unemployment, illi-
teracy, fagism, national
oppression and class exploit-
ation - have been aboli-hed
long ago. A former “*prison
house of nations’’, as Lenin
called it, has become a free,

ation of brotherly nations,

equal and voluntary associ-ﬁ

delivered in Moscow by .

celebrations there of

GREETINGS TO

cach mairtaining and deve-
loping its nauonal and
cultural identity, and all
co-operating and helping
one another to build their
common socialist mother-
land. Firm foundations for
the world’s first communist
society are also being scienti-
fically laid.

IR P e he ot (bt all this was

.v“@@%ﬁm — ?W:mfu}lymé in

so short a time testifies to
socialism’s superiority over
all social sytsems that man-
kind has known up to now.
What is even more striking
is that the advanced socialist
society in the USSR was
accomplished without colon-
ial Joot and the extraction

Soviet people, our hearty  of super-profits from various

kinds of unequal relations
that contributed in no small
way to the so-called
“prosperity”” of a handful of
advanced capitalist countries.,
The compelling force of this
example hasled to socialism
becoming a world system
and gaining hundreds of
millions of adherentt on all
continents. No force on
earth can now stop its final
victory  throughout the
world!

“The domestic achieve-
ments of the USSR in the
past sixty years are matched
by its iminense contributions
in the field of world affairs.
Due to the Soviet Union
and its evergrowing strength
and influence, imperialism
no longer rules the world as
it did b-fore 1917. Imperi-
alism’s colonial  system
has been shattered. Its
spheres of power and in-
fluence have been greatly
restricted. It is universally
despised and hated.

“Thanks to the strength
and influence that the Soviet
Unton has acquired in the
past 60 years, the balance of
world forces has tilted
decisively in  favour of
peace, national liberation

socialism to-day that shows
mankind the way to a
bright and peaceful future.
None of this would have
been possible if there was
no USSR tc unmask imperi-"

alism’s schemes, to oppose
them with its own might,
to inspire with its own
example, and to lend a help-
ing hand to all who fight to
end social injustice, national
oppression and class ex-
ploitation.

“To-day, when the need
to halt US imperialism’s
threat to plunge the world

-into a nuclear holocaust has

become the supreme task
facing mankind, we must
all be grateful that there is
such a mighty state as the
USSR in the front ranks of
all who fight to end the arms
race, strengthen the proces-
ses of in‘ernational deiente,
and bring about peaceful
co-existence.  This is the
guarantee of our victory !

“The  Soviet- Union’s
dedicated ficht for peace is
highly esteemed in Sri
Lanka, as i1t is throughout
the world. This was ex-
pressed by all our state and
party leaders at the time of
Comrade  Leonid llych
Biezhnev's sad death, and
manifested in the unani-
mous decision to observe
the day of his funeral as an
official day of national
mourning in Sri Lanka.
The firm support that the
Soviet Union gives to the
demands that the Indian
Ocean should be a zone
of  peace, that offensive
imperialist bases like that
at Diego Garcia should be
closed, and that the countries
of this region should be
allowed to work out a
system of collective security
for themselves, with inter-
national guarantees, are
highly -appreciated by our
people.

“Direct relations between
Sri Lanka and the Soviet
Union have only existed for
25 out of the past 69 years,
This is because they were
obstructed by our former
colonial rulers and by some

, I n _ reactionary capitalist govern-
and social  progress. It is .

ments: of our own that
succeeded them. Bui ever

.since. 1956, when these :

relations were first establish-
ed after a land»lide electoral
victory of the popular
forces, our people have

U.S.S. L.

fought to strengthen and
consolidate these relationts
at all levels.

“Our people have learnt
from experience that the
Soviet Union is a true and
reliable friend, and that
continued friendship and
co-operation with the USSR
is indispensible if we are to
protect ang consolidate the
political indipendence we -
have won, to resist new
imperialist threats and sub-
versions as well as neo-
colonialism, and to build a
new life for ourselves. h

*‘We are most grateful to .
the Soviet Union for helping
us to resist the pressures of
the . transnational. corpor-
ations, to develop industry
in our nationalised public
sector, to train our students
and technical perscnnel in
your couniry, and in many
other ways. That is why
our people reject with
contempt the atiempts of
the Reagan administration
to have us believe that the
Soviet Union is a ‘‘threat’’
to us or our neighbours.

**1 he working class of out
country and its trade unions
value greatly the relations
of proletarian solidarity
that they have with your
workers and trade unions.
So does our }arty, which
cherishes its  solidarity,
based on mutual fidelity to
Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian  internationalism,
with the great party of
Lenin, the CPSU, the archi-
tect of all your vi.tories.
We shall do everything in
our power to- see that these
unbreakable bonds are even
further strengthened in the |
future as well. :

“‘Loug live the 60th anni-
versary of the foundation
of the USSR ! >
‘‘May the USSR and the hl
Soviet people go forward
to ever mnew and ever
greater successes !

“Long live the friendship
.between our two peoples
_and ecur two parties !
“Let us advance side by
.side in the fight for a
lasting peace, for the vic-
tory of progress and social-
ism throughout the world !’

basis of proportional represent-
ation, the UNP would certainly
have failed to get a two-thirds
majority, and may even have
not got a majority at all.

*“The results also repudiate
the UNP’s racist cry that
a vote for the POT is a vote
‘for Eelam’.  For it is not only
the electoral districts of the
north and east that have
given the POT clear majorities.
This has also happened in the
Galle, Hambantota and
Kalutara electoral districts,
while the UNF’s majorities in
Colombo and in Matars were
marginal. ‘

“The fact that § Ministers,
including key ones, would
have lost their seats if the poll
had taken place on the basis
of the former constituencies,
while two others scraped
through with razor-thin
majorities, is also significant.
For it is in these aieas, as
well as the other areas where
the UNP was deleared, that
the mass terror of 21 and 22
December was either minimal
or imperfect.

Hold Elections

“As it hss been established
beyond all doubt that' the
majority of the registered
voters have not approved the
government’s  proposal, the
Communist Party of Sri Lanksa
renews its demand that the
general elections due in mid-
1983 should be held by or
before the due date. It calls
on all other Opposition pariies,
and all democratically minded
people to do the same.

“Our party also renews its
demand that the state of
emergency should be lifted
forthwith, that all persons de-
tained thereunder are released,
and that the ban on Opposition
newspapers hike the ATHIHA
should be liftcd.

‘It proposes to all Opposi-
tion parties, to all organisations
and people concerned with the
defence of democratic freedoms
and civic rights, thit they
should joinily take steps to set
up a Commission of indepen-
dent persons before wh.m the
massive evidence of - fraud,
terror, and malpractice at
this referendum can be placed
and evaluated., No confidence
can be placed in any Commis-
sion appointed by the govern-
ment, which is the main accused
in this matier.

"“The government’s out-
rageous and shameful conduct
at this referendum is an
indication of its weakness and
desperation, rather than of
its strength or popular
authority.

There is no reason for de-

. moralisation or despair. What

is needed now is the strengthen-
ing. at grass~roots level, of the

! fighting unity beiween Left and

democratic  forces that - was
forged in the struggles of the
Presidential elections and the
refercndum, as well as deep
and serious re-appraisal by a
number of Opposition parties
of ruling policies  hitherto
pursued by their leaderships.

In this way, it will be pos-
sible to meect the challenges of
the so-called “Jayawardene
era”, where increasingly sharp -
confrontations between the
UNP government and the -
mass of the people, as well
as still sharper attacks on
democratic rights and living
standards, will become the
order of the day”,
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(We publish below the
replies of PIETER
KEUNEMAN to quest-
ions from FORWARD’s
STANLEY RANA-
SINGHE on the out-
come of the referendum
on December 22.)

Q. What do you think is
the main conclusion that can
be drawn fiom the results of
* the referendum?

A, What took place on
December 22 was not a refe-
rendum. It was an elaborate
exercise in fraud and terror
by the government.

From start to finish, the-

government’s aim was to
deceive and inumidate the
voters into accepting (or, at

least, refraining from opposing).

its decision 10 put off the
general election until mid-1989.

.“This was history’s first

example of a referendum being .

used as a subsutute for a
general election It was also
a classic example of a refe-
rendum being misused 10 deprive
the people of a fundumenial
right under the guise of consult-
ing them on a question of
policy.

Winning the referendum, by
hook or by crook, was essentiul
to the government's overall
strategy of continuing the

present Pailiament, with its.

built-in five-sixth majority,
for at least six more years
without a general election,
..and thus creaung condiuons
for “a “so-called *National
Government” of diverse
capitalist forces in order to
coatinue the “"open economy’
and to fulfil underiakings given
to. the World Bank and the
Reagan administration.

- The main tactics that the
government adopted in the
referendum were (1) to demo-
ralise and paralyse its
opponents by the abuse of
state power and through
physical violence, so that they
would not be able t0 mount
an effective counter—campaign;
(2) to misuse its monopoly of
the media to confuse and
frighten the voters with scare
stories about *‘Naxalite plots’
and “‘a vote for the POT is a
vote for Eelam”, eic; and (3)
to organise further defections,
especially from cpportunist
and right-wing elements in
the SLFP, by holding out the
bait of positions in a ‘*National
government'’.

But despite all this fraud
and terror, which is without
precedent in this country, the
government was only able to
get 38 per cent of the registered
voters to approve its policy
of putting off the general
election. Even this is not a
true figure, as the UNP
organised mass impersonations
that ran tnto several lakhs
of votes.

As against this. 62 per cent
of the registered voters did
NOT approve the government’s
proposal.

So we ean say that, even
though the government's anti-
democratic proposal has been
legally *‘adopted” in terms of
its peculiar referendum law,
‘the outcome of the referendum

is a clear moral and political -

defeat for the government.

- The post-referendum con-
duct of the UNP shows that
they realisc this, The usual
jubilation and lighung of
crackers .ar¢ missing. There
are no ‘‘victory celebrations”’
this time; it is more like a
funeral house. Even in Parli-

~ament, the UNP behaved like

drenched chickens, shivering
in* the cold and trying to
-shake the rain out of their
feathers.

. They are acutely aware that
any “victory® they have won is
very much a Phyrric one.

Q. What do you mean by
- that?

A. The long-term damage
ihut they have done to them-
selves [ar exceedsany tempor-
ary advantage they may have
gained,

First of all, they have earn-
ed a bad name for themselves,
both here and abroad Every-
oue knows that the result was
obtained by fraud and terror.
In the coming weeks, when all
these facts are exposed in
detail, even many of their
supporters here and abroad
will be shaken still furthar.

Secondly, five Cabinet
Ministers-Messrs Anandatissa
de Alwis, Ronnie de Mel,
Ranjith  Auapattu, K. W,

agam -and--€. Raja-

dorai-were defeated in their

former constituencies.

Two other important Mims-
ters-Messrs Lalith Athulath-
mudali and Cyiil Mathew-
only secraped through with
razor-thin majorities of 103
and 850 votes respectively.

Prime Minister Premadasa,
who led the UNP’s referendum
‘campaign and tried to use it to
justify his claim to be Presi-
dent Jayawardene's successor,
got a major slap in the face,
The man who boasted that he
would get ‘:at least one more
vote than President Jayawar-
dene did” not only failed to
do so by three lakhs of votes
but also dropped 17,000 votes
in his own constituency of
Colombo Central, despite the
fact that all jts MP’s and Mr.
Sellasamy were working for
him, Five Deputy Minisfers

and the Speaker were also
defeate.
Thirdly, despite all the .

electoral rigging, the Opposit-
ion parties were able to poll
2.6 million votes as against
“the UNP’s 3.1 million. they
won 8 out of the 22 electoral
districts, and lost two more
in wafer-thin defeats.

In fact, even on the basis
of the rigged election results,
the Opposition would have
won 75 out of the 63 seats
in Parhament if the general
elections, on the new PR
system, were hold now. This
namber would have been
much greater if the imipersonat-
ion by the UNP is discounted.

What all this means is that,
although the UNP can legally
continue with iis  present
Parliumeniury majority for six
more years, 11s position omong
the people is far from siable.

form, w
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Added“to this is- the fact
that what the UNP has done
in this referendum is to reveal,
in the crudest possible way,
the class essence of bourgeois

democracy. Many sacred
cows, in which it wanted the
people to have implicit and
ever-lasting faith, have been
slanghtered. ,

After what they have ex-
perienced in this referendum,
how many people will cen-
tinue to place their trust in the
familar shibboleths that a
bourgeois Parliament is *the
supreme expression ‘of the
people’s sovereigntly, power
and will”; the “rule of law",
the “impartial® state
apparatus, - especially the
police, and so on?

In this respect the UNP has
contributed to the political
education of the masses, just
as they did by their support
for. the abortive coup d’etat
of the 1960.

They have helped to shake
mass faith in the effective-
ness of purely Parliamentary
struggles, and have emphasised
the priority need for mass ex-
tra-Parliamentary struggles.

This is bound to boomerang
on the UNP and any
““National” government it may

ions of the crisis of its ““open
economy’’ mature next
and thereafter.

Q. You spoke about the
referendum being rigged. Could
you amplify this?

A. To begin with, despite
the protesis of all Opposition:
parties, the referendum was
copducted from §tart to finish:
under conditions of a state of
emergency, in which ~mass

arrests and detentions of

Opposition officials, organisers
and referendum agents took

place on a large scale. The

Opposition’s main daily news-
paper, ATHTHA, was banned
throughout the referendum,
Printing establishments
available to Opposition parties.
were sealed.

The state of emergency was
repewed « twice during the
referendum. Alithough Cabinet
spokesman, Minister Ananda-
tissa de Alwis, told the press:
that the Cabinet would not:
renew the emergency when it
lupsed for the second time on:
December 19, this
assurance - was also violated.
This referendum was the first
example of a natien-wide poll
under conditions of a state of
emergency.

Even other rights gransged to-

Opposition parties by law
were violated. Their public
meetings were disturbed and
attacked by UNP goon squads,
often led by MPs, while the
Pohe looked the other way.
As traditonal places of public
meeting were usually refused

“to Opposition parties by many

UNP-controlled local bodies,
these parties had to hold their
rallies in obscure nooks and
Many rallies had to
be cancelled owing fo the

Poliee refusing permission on°

0. the, full implicac-

¥
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solemn: -

the grounds that the UNP may
create violent disturbances!
The Opposition parties were
also not able to make full use
of the radio and TV time
avallable to them, as the
government 'doubled the fees
that have to be paid.

The situation over the illegal
display of the LAMP symbol
became farcical. Despite the
Commissioner of Eleciions
holding that such’' displays
were illegal and the IGP
ordering Police stations to see
that they were removed, these
orders were openly defied.

In many areas, UNP Minis-
ters District Ministers and
MPs direcily instructed the
OICs of Police Stations to
ignore * the orders they had
received from their superiors.

As a result, these illegal dis-
plays were added to, day after
day. - When protests were
made, the Police said that they
were “helpless”—but  not so
helpless that they could not

Pieter Keuneman

arrest anyone who put up a
POT symbol, or was accused
of doing so!

By the time that campaign-
.ing ended -on December 19
under the law, the UNP re-
alised that, despite its terror
tactics, it could lose the
referendum.

So the decision was taken

tolaunch a major terrorisation .

of Oppositiun poiling ageants so
as to prevent them: from being
present at the polling statioms.
This was intended to clear the
way for mass impersonation.

Q. Which section of the
TUNP organised this. and where?
How do you establish your
charge of massive imperso-
pation?

A. The main organisers were
the - “Muda ali - Mafia” and
“thug MPs” associated with
Prime Mnister Premadasa.
But *“J. R loyalists’ did not
lag far bechind. What hap-
pened at Colombo West and
At anagalla, two of the worst
areas, wads master-minded by
“J. R. loyalists! .

These terror tactics did not
‘take place everywhere But
they did take place in several
-areas. In the areas where they
did not take place, the UNF
generaily lost. :

Some Lessons of

The tactics were pre-plann-
ed and uniform.  The day
before the polls, Opposition
polling agents were approach-
ed by UNP goon squads
and told that they and their
families would be assaulted
and even killed, and their
houses and places of business
burnt, if they dared to show
up at the polling stations the
next day, A special concentr-
ation was made on' polling
agents of the SLFP. As a re-
sult, many of them did not
turn up the next day. Several
bundreds of such cases have
been reported.

Where agents did man the
polling stations, they were
often chased out physically by
UNP goon squads, while
polling staff and Police looked
on helplessly. In Colombo
West, a young UNP MP,
brandishing a pistol, stormed
his way into polling stations,
ejected Opposition agents at
the point of the gun; rescued
UNP impersonators who had
been caught, and even assault-
ed polling staff and threatened
the Police. At Attanagalla, a
mini-civil war was enacted.

Incidentally, the fact that
even the Oppposition’s muin
Presidential candidate, Mr
Hector Kobbekadduwa, . was
impersonated in a Colombo

. West pollng station was due to

the fact that Opposition polling
agenis were not pr-sent, due io
such intimidation.

The ‘worst areas were the
Colombo district (especially
Colombo Central, Colombo-
West, Kollonnawa -and
Boreila), the Gampaha dis-
trict (especially Attanagalla
and Dompe), the Kurunegala
district  (especially  Polgaha-
wela, Yapahuwa and Hiriyala)
the Anuradhapura  district
(especially Kekirawa, Kala-
wewa, Medawachchiya, Mihin-
tale and Horowupothana), the
Nivithigala and Balangoda
areas of the Ratnapura district,
the Galigamuwa area in
Kegalle, and the Hiniduma
area of the Galle district.
Such tactics were also widesp-
read in the Matale. Kandy,
Moneragala, ©  Polonnaruwa,
Badulla and Nuwara Eliya
electoral districts.

A feature of these districts is
the large increase in the votes
received by the-government for
the LAMP. They contrast
markedly with the overall drop
in the total votes in adjoining
electorates and dist:icts, and in
the country as & whole. They
even exceed coasiderably the.
vote that Presideat J R. Jaya-
wardene polled only two months
earlier. '

Take, for instance, the vote
at Matale, where there are
187,276 registered voters. In
October 1982, President Jaya-
wardene polled 94,031 of these
votes. When the referendum
was held in December 1982,
considerable parts of the
Maitale electoral district were
cut off by floods, earth slips
and landslides. So much so

“that polling staff and ballot

boxes had often to be taken
to the poliing stations in
helicopiers.  But nevertheless,

B B Ry ) L
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this did not 'prevent nearly
16.000 MORE votes (110;689)

being polled for the
government: :
Similarly, at Attanagalia,’

where UNP terror made it im-
possible - for any Opposition
polling agent to be in a poll-

ing station, an SLFP majority ~

of 9000 in October, 1982
was transformed into a UNP
majority of over 17,000 ina
mere two months, It is the
same story elsewhere.

. How successful do you
think these intimidatory tactics
were ?

A. Naturally, they did suc-
ceed in pushing down the total
Opposition volte The figures
suggest that this fall is in the
region of half a million votes.

Q. Do you think that the
desertions from the SLFP to
UNP played any part in this
drop in the Opposiiion’s total
vote?

A. Plesse remember that it
is not only the Opposition’s
total vote that dropped.
The UNPs total  vote also
dropped by over 3 lakhs, as
compared with Qctober 1982.

Terror and impersonation
had far more 1o do with the
drop in the Opposition’s total

< —vote than the su-called “*desert=

1ens

As a matter of fact, the
UNP acually LOST most of
the former eleciorates with
which the SLFP deserters were
associated, even where they
had won them in October 1982,
without these desertions.

This is the case with Sarsth
Dias at Habaraduwa, Dixon
Silva at Devinuwara, Basil
Rajapikse at  Mulkirigala,
M. M. Mustapha at Kalkudah,
Sendapala  Samaraveera at
Akmeemana, and in many
other areas. In Colombo
Central, the UNP’s vote fell by
17.000 despite Halim Ishak's
defection: - The only exception
secems to have been Meda-
wachchiva, where Mr, Maithiri-
pala Senanayeke’s  defection
has added amere 2,300 votes
to what the ' UNP got there in
October 1982

It should also be noted that
Gampaha, ‘(where the SLFP
MP Mr. S. D. Bandaranaike,
did all he could to help the
UNP, ex:ept to appear on its
platform,) was also iost.

Q. Have youany comment
io make on the conduct of the

Police in the referendum?

A. As1 said -earlier; the
Police as an

myth of the
“impartial”’ upholder of the
iaw was shattered in -this
referendum. The UNP made
it clear to the Police- that it
must carry out _its orders and
not careabout the law.

1 never thought that I would
ever feel sorry for the Police,
But when al!l ranks, from
gazetted officers to constables,

tell you that they are *‘help-
and cannol do - their
duty, one can only feel pity . -

less”

Lne

‘for the more. decent. among

them, and ang: r and contempt
towards the rest.

I recall two incidents- The
first was when, on the eve of
the referendum, I had to
intervene to secure ihe reiease
of one of our party’s refercn-
dum agents in the Colombo
district, who had been arrested
on a " patently trumped up
charge. The OIC concerned
admitied that there was no
evidence to sustain the charge
but, as it had been made by
the supporters of a Minister,
he had to keep our referendum
agent in custody for some time
as otherwise the Minister
would be angry and have him
transferred. The second in-
cident was when I went to
cast my voie at a polling
staiion in Colombo West
shortly. after a UNP MP had
burst in and threaiened the
staff and the Police.
and the
to me

polling
Roles were- reversed,
Police complained
instead of I to them!

This is the sorry state to
which the UNP has reduced

the much wvaunted ‘rule of
law™.
Q. . De you think the

referendom results call for
re-appraisals by Oppesition
parties of their performaaces

and positions?
PSR e i e b
Such _ re-

A. Certainly.
appraisals should cover both
the referendum and at the
earlier Presidential electisn.

Speaking ofi-fiand, [ can
suggest some themes that need
tu be examined more deeply.

Why, for instance, did even
the SLFP organisation that

functioned during the Presi-
dential election collapse in
many areas during the
referendum? -

Or again, how is it that,
apart from the north and east,
it was in the traditional Left
areas hke the Galle, Matara,
Hambantota, Kalutara and
Colombo districts. that the
Opposition was able to with-
stand, and often defeat, UNP
terror at the referendum,
while it collapsed in many
areas where the SLFP virtually
monopolised the anti-UNP
movement ? What happened in
the Anuradhapura, Polapna-
ruwa, Gampaha, Nuwara-
Eliya, Badulla, Kandy, Matale,
and parts of the Kurunegala &
Monaragala districts is a case
in pornt. '

Asfor the SLFP, its internal

-divisions and crises, which are

now public, were a major
negative influence . .on the
mobilisation of the forces
opposed to the UNP at both
the referendum and the Presi-
dential election.

Mrs. Bandaranike.has said,
with some  truth, that these
divisions were enginecred and
masterininded by the UNP and
especially by President Jaya-
wardene.

But is this the only reason

for.ihem? The SLEP members

should consider what other
factors have brought their
party to its present position.
They should ask themselves
whether all the forces that were
trying to take the SLFP into a
**Nauonal Government™ with
the UNP, or to make it a loyal,
‘‘democratic” Opposition that
will criticise details but accept
the basic substance of the

. colonialist

UNP’s capitalist and neo-
policies, have
departed. Why has the SLFP
been unable, even up to now,
to analyse the political reasons

for its shattering defeat in 1977,

or to formulate an alternative
programme to that of the
UNP?

Asfor the LSSP, its mem-
bers wilj have to examine the
reasons that led to their total
isolation and debacle at the
Presidential elections. They
should also re-think whe:her
their  fortupately aboriive
attempt, during the referen-
dum, to create a so-called
“left alternative” with a
handful of pijiful rejects from
the mainstream Left parties,
including their own, offers any
way out of this isolation,

The JVP, too, will have to
do some self-critical re-think-
ing. It is now reaping the
whirlwind of having reaied its
members and supporters to
regard the mainsiream Left
parties as the ‘‘main enemy”
and the UNP as the <lesser
evil”.

Disillusioned at the collapse
of their high hopes at the
Presidential  election, many
hundreds of JVP members and
supporters are, like the SLFP
right-wing, now deserting to
the. UNP. But a healthy

development in _some areas*
is the grass-roots co-opera ”

tion with the CPSL 1n the
referendum’ campaign. :

Having swung sharply from
ulira-left adventurism to an
opportunist repudiation of

mass struggles, the JVP will |
have do some serious re~think. §
ing if it wants to find a correct §

poticy. k

Members of the TULF too;
will have - to re-assess their
position. Neither co-operative
‘“dialogue” with the UNP nor
barren separatism has got them
anywhere, The eXperience in
the referendum struggle should
help them to move inthe
direction of co-operation with
the Left and democratic forces
among the Sinhalese.

Q. What about the Com-
mupist Party ?

A. Our defects were more
organisational than political.
Indeed, the important political
role our party played in both
these struggles has been admit-
ted by other Opposition parties
and by the anti-UNP move-
ment generaily. Voting pat-
terns also show that our party
has not only held but improved
its position in the areas where
it is traditionally influential,
with the exception of a slight
set-back in the Ratnapura
district. We shall, nevertheless,
appraise our Own experience
as well.

Q. What will be the future
of the National Committee that
several Opposition  paities
formed during the referendum?

A. Thiswas a strictly ad
hoc commitiee, formed for
the specific purpose of op-
posing the referendum pro-
posal to put off the general
elections. It did not represent
ali Opposition -forces and its
main tunction is now over.

What is important now is to
strengthen the  grass-root
fighting unity of the left and
democratic masses that was
achieved during the Presidential
election and the referendum
campaign. S

Q. What are the next
steps ? :

Our Political Bureau has
made three specific proposals
in its statement on the
referendum. These provide an
immediate set of demands
around which joint actions

§2 can be congucted.

A Letter to

(Many Calombo West resi-
dents, some of them supporters
of the UNP, have written fto
President J. R. Jayawardene
about the thuggery and inti-
midation that took place at
various polfing stations in this
constituency on  referenduni
day, December 22.

Many of these complaints
refer ‘to the pistol-packing
activities of Colombo West’s
UNP MP, Mr. Anura Bastian,
and his  supporters.  The
activities of these people in
connection with forcible inter-
Jerence in polling stations and
other malpractices on this date
have also been reported in the
ISLAND and other newspapers.

We publish one such letier,
sent to President Jayawardene
on the day the referendum was
in_progress (Decepier 22) by
a Colombo businessman, Mr,
MOHAMED SALEEM
CADER of No. 24, 28th Lane,
off Flower Road, Colombo 3.
In it Mr. Cader describes what
happened 10 him and his family

members.
letter is given below.)

“Honoured Sir,

“This morning sometime
after 11.00 a. m., my mother
Mrs. 1. A. Cader, my two
sisters, my three year old
nephew :nd I went to St
Anthony’s Maha Vidyalaya
poliing station to cast our
yotes.

‘At the polling station, my
sister Mrs. Ayesha Cader was
unable to cast her = vole
because she hagd been imperso-
nated. The rest of us i. e.
my mother, my other sister
and myselt, having cast our
votes, were on the way ouf
driving along Duplication
Road. Then we saw Mr. S.
Nadesan Q.C. walking with
a lady and a gentleman. I
asked my driver to stop the
vehicle and offered Mr, Nade-
san a lift. He and the lady
got inside my Toyota van,
when - suddealy a Mitsubishi
jeep cut across. our van and
Mr. Anura Bastian MP, and
a number of “his supporters

opened the door of  my van.

Mr. Anura Bastian is known
to me @s a fellow Royalist.

The text of the

: ~ assaulted and slapped.

a pistol at Mr. Nadesan and

the lady and threatening them’

asked the lady to hand over
some list. The lady said that
she had no list and Mr.
Nadesan said that she denies
having any lst. Then Mr.
Anura Basiian said that the
lady bad taken some snaps
and wanted to take the tilm
roli from her camera, and the
lady refused to hand over the
film roll. I then requested
Mr. Bastian to go the Police
station and settle any problem.

“At this stage my mother
and sisters were threatened
and insulled in the most
abusive and crude language by

Mr. Bastian's supporters while

Mr. Bastian was brandishing
his revolver at them. "1 too
was 1nsulted and called a
“pimp” by a supporter of Mr.,
Anura Bastian who was
wearing a green shirt. When
i askeu the man who called
me a pimp whether I had
supplied hira with any women
to be insulted in such a
manner, I was physically

“By that time, a police

: . squad car bad arrived and I

/ ment

the President

““Mr. Anura Bastian pointedy ”asked the Inspector present as

to why he was watching the
whole incident and not taking
any action. By this time the
revolver of Mr. Bastian was
not to be seen and when my
mother questioned him about
its wherabouts, his reply was
that it was for his protection.
Then 1 asked him if Mr.
Nadesan or any of us had
harmed or threatened him in
any way for him to point a
revolver at us.

“At this stage I told Mr.
Bastian and his supporters
that I was the son of the Mr.
I. A Cader who was an
Honourable Member of Parlia-
and a son of an
honourable father. My family
and 1 are grieved and feecl
deeply hurt at being insulted,
assaulted and thieatened in
public for no reason whatso-
ever.

“After careful consider.
glion we have decided not to
make a complaint to the
police, but to bring the facts
t0 Your Excellency’s notice

(coutinued on page 7)
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PREMADASA BLOWS A

Prime Minister R. Prema-
dasa really blew a fuse in
Parliament on December 27,
when speaking on the refer-
endum,

One can understand his
fury as the result had upset all
his calculations. He mads
himself the leader of the
government’s referendum
campaign, boasting that he
would poll at least one vote
more for the government than
President Javawardene did in
October. His mudalali
backers helped to inflate his
cult of the personality to the
maximum. Portrtaits (3 to 4
times largerthan life) of the
PM were erected at almost
every junction, and illuminated
at night. His photograph was
plastered on every wall. He
dominated the statc-owned
mass media. But in the final
tally, despite massive imperso-
nation, the referendum
- campaign produced three lakhs
of votes less for the govera-
ment than the Presidential
election did.

Mr. Premadasa’'s. setback in
his own constituency of
Colombo  Ceatral must
have been particularly galling.
Despite the fact that all the
candidates in this seat in the
1977 general elections (other
than Pieter Keuneman) worked
for Mr. Premadasa this time,
he dropped 17,000 votes while
the opposition vote went up
by nearly 10,000. .

But the Prime Minister’s
rage in Parliament is not due
solely to this humiliation. He
is aware that his setback has
made him  vulnerable in the
succession Stakes for the. next
President. He must surely
have noticed what everyone
else did — namely, that Presi-
dent Javawardene pointedly
excluded him from the televised
ceremony in which he
received the official referendum
results from the Commissioner
of Elections. Even Ananda

tissa de Alwis, who was
defeated, Lalith Athulath-
mudali, who just scraped

through, and Gamini Disa-
nayake, who has emerged as
the main challenger to the
PM as front-runner in the
successor stake, were present-
but not the PM. Mr. Premadasa
must now be wondering
whether the President, in his
usual crafty way, allowed him
to take charge of the refer-
endum campaign so that he
could have a big fall.

. Was the PM’s intemperate
attack on Upali Wijewardene
therefore, an attempt to
pre-empt President Jayawar-
dene from using this setback
1o cut him down to size? Why
bring up Upali in the first
place, and was he worth so
much powder and shot? = Was
this melodramatic and hysteri:
cal performance really staged
for President JR's benefit ?

According to the DAILY
NEWS (28/12), the PM, saig:

_ I tolerated his nonsense in
silence all this time. But let
me tell him now that he better
be careful Whatever I have
said has never gone wrong any
day. And nobody who has
earned my curse has ever
prospered’’.

One need hardly comment
on the PM’s claim: that
gothing he has ever said has

ever gone wrong. One has
only to recall his most recent
boast about polling at least
one miore vote than J.R. did.
And his bombastic warning
about persons whom he hasg
*cursed” is° more - likely to
produce guffaws than shivers
down the spme. But the real
crunch point about his waining
came next:

] say this with all sincerity=
and | say this not only to
Upali Wijewardene. I want
all of his ilk to get the
message’”.

One has no doubt that
J. R, who has always pushed
Upali's case, has also got the
message. But with the PM's

‘undated letrer of resignation in

his pocket and with the
guarantee of a Parliament

whose members he can
now appoint and fire at
will for the next six
years, it i8 the .President

who decides what happens. It
seems that the PM and his
supporters, who walked into
the President’s trap when they
meekly handed him their
letters of resignation, have
now got this message.

E. J. Samsratunge

Colombo 10.
E

Educated

A number of UNP spokes-
men, _including  Premier

“Premadasa, have said that the

government’s ‘‘disappointing”
performance at the referendum
was due to the fact that t:e
“educated’’ people voted for
the POT.

Are we to conclude from
this that only ‘‘uneducated’’
people voted for the LAMP ?

G. Hemasiri
Rajagiriya
@

® 8
Vijaya
Prime Minister Premadasa
is adept at using the floor of
Parliament io atiack people

who are not there, and there-
fore cannet reply.

We remember his tirade
after the Presidential poll,
when he attacked composer
Premasiri Khemadasa, several
government  servanis  and
officials of the SLBC and
Rupavahini, as well as others.

His specch after the refer-
endum result is no different.
Itis a blot on our country and
our Parliament that a Prime
Minister can speak in this way.

fam not interested in the
attack on Upali Wijewardene,
who is rich and powerful
enough (o defend himself.
But the attack-or rather, the
attempt at characier-assassi-
nation-of Vijaya Kumarana-
tunga,” whom the government
still keeps in detention without
charge, is inexcusable.

The Prime Minister read
out what he said was a con-
fidential report on Vijaya
when ‘he apparently applied

to join the Police in 1969, -

How the PM is supplied with

such  “confidential®> “Police
reports in order to be used
against political opponents in
Parliament is a matter for
inquiry. But in order to
support the conclusion that
“he is a'thug and his
character is  quéstionable”
all that is mentioned about
Vijaya is that (1) hewas &
“staunch supporter of the
LSSP”, (2) he had led a
a group of persons who jeered
at 8 UNP meeting at Seeduwa
in 1965, and (3) an employes
of his brothetr, who runs a
club, had been fined for selling
a bottle of beer without a
license.

If this is evidence of quest-
ionable character, the Prime
Minister should check on how
many of his Ministerial col-
leagues (including his boss)
have “Leftist” pasts. Tt will
also be interesting to know
what the confidential Police
reports about him say.

Indrani Waitegedara
Katana.

Good
Augury

Seven electoral districts
have rejected the President’s
efforts to set up a dictator-

-

being -applied against de-
mocratic forces in north and
south, or for an army of
occupation in the ‘north.

A. Vaidialingam
Jatina. :

Poll Cards

Opposition parties should
check how undelivered poll
cards got into the hands of
the UNP to be used for im-
personation during the
referendum.

Anyone who observed what
was happening in the-after-
noon of December 22 outside
the polling’ stations at the
Kollupitiya Lane Tamil Maha
Vidayala and at Ladies Col-
lege, both in Colombo West,
would have noticed how large:
numbers of obvious imperso-
nators were being conveyed to
these polling stations, where
there were no Opposition- pol-
ling agents, in jeeps by green—
shirted UNPers, given polf
cards at the gate, and rushed
into the polling stations to
cast impersonated votes.
Entries about this were made

ship. All the Tamil-majority
electoral districts and 3 Sin-
hala electoral districts have
inflicted this defeat on the
government,

This is & good augury - for
the unity of the Sinhala and
Tamil people in future strug-
gles for democracy, national
unity, and social progress.

Within the past two months,
the Tamil people have twice
demonstrated therr desire to
identify with progressive forces
in the southi It was seen in
the recepiion given to Mr.
Kobbekaduwa in Jaffna when
he visited this district during
the Presidential election, and
also in the vote he received. It
was demonstrated again when
the lcaders of the National
Committee  visited Jaffna
during * the referendum
campaign, as well as in the
vote for the POT in the Tamil-
majority districts,

Let us hope that a similar
realisation will grow among
progressive forces in the South
so that, through the joint
efforts of the Sinhala and
Tamil peoples, a political so-
lution of the national problem
of the Tamils can be reached.

Recognition of the right of
Tamil people to ‘self-determi-
nation can be the the first
step in this.direction. If this
is done, there will be no need.
for obnoxious laws like the
so-called - - “Prevention - of
TerzorismAct”. which is now

at Police stations, but nothing
seems to have been done
about them. ;

M. R. Perers
Colombo-3

2
Hector

Prime Minister Premadasa
had the effrontery to suggest
that Hector Kobbekadduwa’s
vote was not: impersonated,
but that he was stopped when
trying to vote for the second
time.

I wonder - whether the
Prime Minister will have the
courage to repeat this libellous
statement without Parlimentary
privilége to protect him.

Even if we take the PM’s
absurd statement at face value,
ijt only shows how defective

FUSE

was the ink supplied by the
government to prevent voters
from voting more than once.

Although Opposition polling
agents were not allowed to be
in the polling station, how is
it that the polling staff and
the SPO did not recognise the
the impersonator who claimed
to be the main Opposition
candidate at the P esidential
election, who polled nearly
2.5 million votes only two-
months ago? The Commis-
sioner of Elections = should
investigate to see Wwhether
this was due to connivance or
dereliction of duty. ;

Asoka Ponnaperums
Bambalapitiya,

Joke

What a joke! The Gampaha
Police has arrested and charg-
ed three. LSSPers for putting

up the POT symbol in a public
place during the referendum.

Will the IGP telis us how
many instances there are of
his Police arresting or charging
anyone for illegally putting up
or displaying LAMP symbols-
even though these illegal

. symbols were everywhere?

Kusuma Dias
Hawelock Town.

| Bail

Sarath Muitetuwagama was
quite right when he linked the
‘governmeni’s extension of the
Criminal. Procedure €ods
(Special Provisions) Act for

~ two more years with its overal)

attack on dempcratic rights
and freedoms.

As he rightly pointed out in
Parliament, this Act, which
takes away from the judiciary
the discretion to grant bail in
the case of anumber of alleged
offences,. is not merely an
erosion of the powers of the
courts, but also a misuse of the
power of remand, which is
now being made a form of
punishment rather than a
precaution to be used with
care and under special circums-
tances, to ensure that suspects
are present at their trial or do

not try to interfere with
witnesses.

Faiz Mustapha
Hultsdorf.
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" On 30 December 1982, the
Romanian people joyfully
celebrated the 35th anniversary
of the proclamation of the
‘Romanian People’s Republic.

The Romanian people "are
one of the oldest and most
stable nations in Europe.
Their history goes back to the
Dacian state, which existed in
the first century B. C. But
the greatest of all their states,
and the one that has done the
most for the Romanian people,
is the Romanian People’s

The RPR came into existence
in 1947, following, and as a
result of, the liberation of
Eastern Europe from Hitler
fascism by the Soviet Union,
as well as the heroic struggles
of the. Romanian workers and
peopie, led by their Communist
Perty.

Romania’s revolutionary
workers’ movement dates back
to 1893, when the first social-
democratic party was formed.
This was transformed in 1921
into a communist party.
Under the leadership of the
Romanian Commuanist Party,
the workers ang peasants waged
many great struggles against

facilitated and accelerated the

Romania.

“was born,

the oppressive  monarchy,
against the exploitation of
themselves by landlords and
foreign and domestic capitalists,
against domestic fascism, and
against the link-up of their
country with Hitlerite fascism,

The victorious advance of
the Red Army across Bastern
Europe in World War 1l

victory of the rcvolution in
: The king was
foréed to abdicate, and the
Romanian People’s Republic

In the past 35 years, led by
their Communist  Party,
Romania’s liberated working
people have made fundmental
socio-economic, cultural and
political changes in their
nation’s life. 1Tts socialist
system has ended all forms of
exploitation and™ speeded its
economic development in all
fields,

1a foreign policy, Romania
is linked with the rest of the
socialist community, and adds
its weight, influence and
authority to the fight for
peace; national liberation and
social progress throughout
the world.

SRI LANKA — A
ANANA REPUBLIC™

“pursues the economic (and

' .“B

esident JR, Jayawar S
“‘antics” are rapidly turning
Sri Lanka into a “banana
republic’, says David
Selbourne, in an article publi-
shed in the British journal,
TRIBUNE, in its issue of 10
December 1982, :

Mr Selbourne is a tutor in
politics at Ruskin . College,
Oxford and was in Sri Lanka
recently, when he also inter-
viewed President Jayawardene.
His article to TRIBUNE was
written after the Presidential
election and before the refer-
endum.

Under Mr. Jayawardene’s
government, Mr. Selbourne
says; “Sri Lanka faces more
of the same melancholy busi-
ness; of growing indebtedness
and instability, the further
“liberalisation of the eco-
nomy’’, and: an embattled
human rights and Left move:
ment, as the UNP vainly

-

political) Singaporeanisation
of Sri Lanka”.

Referring (o the referendum,
Mr. Selbourne remarks that
“if carried. (it) would exchange
much-of what remains of a
liberal democratic order for
the law of Sri Lanka’s
jungles”. *The country would,
in cffect, have lost is parlia-
meniary system’.

Mr. Selbourne concludes his
article thus:

“The only consolation for
Sri Lanka in its descent into
the political depths is that,
whatever Jayawardene’s
amendments to its Consitution
(in post-colonial states one of
the :spoils of power) a per-
manent lease of life will be
harder for him to secure than
an indefinitely prolonged term |
in office. In more senses than
one, 76-year-old jayawardene’s
days are numbered®’,

to world peace

With the next summit meet-
ing of the Non-Aliged move-
ment in New Delhi only three
months away, imperialism and
its supporters have once again
started their familiar game of
trying to de-rail-and sabotage
the meeting, to divert it from
discussing the main issues of
the day like the threat to
world peace, national inde-
pendence and the new interna-
tional economic order, and
instead to dilute the anti-
imperialist and anti-colonial
essence of the movement.

A host of major issues that
have developed since the last
Havana Summit_have to be
discussed by the. New Delhi
meeting. They include such
matters as the grave danger
from the
American decision to station
nearly 600 new missiles and
missile systems in Western
Europe, targetted on the
USSR, this year. This will
surely upset the present nuclear
missile “*balance” and starta
new arms race, with deadly
consequences.

Equally urgent for the
attention of the non-aliged
leaders are the decision of the
US to station - its *“Rapid
Deployment Force” in West
Asia; its re-armament of
Pakistan; its support for the
continued  occupation  of
Lebanon and other Arab
states by Israel; its political
and military support for coun-
ter=revolutionary attempts to
overthrow non-aligned govern-

~ments in-Central and South

America; its attempts to inter-
vene in and ‘destabilise the
situation in Indochina and
Korea; its: support for the
South African racists against
national liberation forces in
Africa; and similar matters.

Anxious that the non-aligned
leaders should not address
themselves to these and other
burning issues, ke imperialists
and their  supporters have
begun to play up such issues as
Kampuchea aqud Afghanistan as
a diversion. :

KAMPUCHEA

‘A major effort is, for inst-
ance, being mounted to get the
non-aligned movement to
accept the dummy government
that the US, China, some
ASEAN countries: and others
have knocked together under
the leadership of Norodom
Sihanouk. ;

Laos: 7
&

The People’s Demccratic
Republic of Laos, which
celebrated its seventh anniver-
sary last month, has made
rapid strides forward during

this period. '

As Laos is still basically an
agrarian economy, the Lao
People’s Revolutionary Party
(LPRD), which leads their
efforts, pays great attention to
strengthening and consolidat-
ing this sector.

- The total area of irrigated
ficlds has been doubled since
the victory of the revolution
in 1975, and the aggregrate
area of cultivated land has
increased by one-third. ;

In the past six years, the
gross domestic product has

one of the

years of

grown by 43 per cent, and the
per capita national income by
40 per cent.

The first 5-Year Plan aims
at boosting the production of
rice to 1.4 million tonnes a
year, and for sizable expansion
of the areas under vegetables,
cotton, tea and coffee.’ '

The creation of a mnational
transport system, which is of
crucial importance for Lao’s
economic development, is
being accelerated.

Great attention is also being
paid to urban development,
notably that of the country’s
capital, Vientian. 7his will be
requisites  for
strcngthening the leagline -role

advance

of the working class, which
will increase to 200,000 by
1985.

In the sphere of education,
the elimination of illiteracy
has highest priority. This has
already been ended in 7 out
of Laos’s 13 provinces, and
will be eliminated everywhere
soon.

Laos is helped “in its eco-
nomic and social development
by the Seviet Union, Vietnam
and other socialist countries.
In foreign policy, it  co-
operates with its sister nations
of Vietnam and Kampuchia,
and extends its links with
the socialist community and
the non-aligned movement.

The 6th Havana Conference
turned down the attempt of
pro-western forces in the non-
aligned movement to seat the
genocidal Pol Pot regime, and
kept the question of who
should represent Kampuchea
open. In line with this deci-
sion, India, asghairman of the
7th Summit, has refused to
invite the Sihanouk govern-
ment, which includes Lon Noi
but is still based mainly on the
Pol Pot forces, to attend the

" Niw Delhi meeting,

Speaking at mnew Delhi
recently, Vietnam’s Foreign
MInister. Ngyuen Co Thach,
succinctly described Sihanouk
as representing mno one but
China and his so-called govern-
ment as “nothing but Pol Pot
with  Sihanouk cosmetics,
which are available at sucha
cheap price that no respecta-
ble lady would ever use it”.

He reminded his audience
that those who now wanted to
seat Sihanouk were the same
people who wanted ‘to throw
him out from the Lusaka
summit of 1970 as unrepre-
sentative.

Replying to those who argu-
ed that the new Sihanouk-led
coalition had been seated by
the UN, Vietnam’s Forelgn
Minister pointed out that the
non-aligned movement is not
the UN, For 20 years the UN
had refused to seat the lawful
government of China, the
PRC-and propped up Chiang
Kai-Chek. Butin the end ‘it
was the situation in China
%1;; reversed the voting in the

Similarly, four years of
voting for Pol Pet in the UN
could not reverse the rebirth
of the Kampuchean people or
cancel out the legitimacy of the
Heng Samrin government.

FOUNDING FATHER

Ina final attempt to upset
India’s decision, the pro-west-
ern forces have asked that
Sihanouk should be invited to
address the 7th New Delhi
summit, as *‘one of the found-
ing fathers of the non-aligned
movement who had attended
the first Summit at Belgrade
in 1961,

Saying that “toe many
fathers are not too good”,
Ngyuen Co Thach told repor-
ters thar, of the 25 heads of
state who attended the first
Belgrade Summit, only 12
were - still - alive and their
whereabouts kncwn., 9 had
died and no information is
available about 4 others.. Of
the 12 still alive and known,
only 4 are still in power,4
more are in opposition and
the other 4 in’ retirement or
out of politics.

He said that it was strange
that those who wanted Sihs-
nouk to attend the New Delhi
summit asa ‘founding father”’
spared little thought for the
only “founding mother”’, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri
Lanka,

AFGHANISTAN

Another attempi to de-rail
the non-aligned ‘summit is the
renewed clamour  about
Afghanistan. o '

With the attempts of the
US, China and Pakistan to
support with arms and money
the counter-revolution in
Afghanistan  running iato

- before

Moves to Derail Summit

greater and greater difficulties,
the US demand for the with-
drawal of Soviet troops from
that country, (where they help
the Afghan government, on
invitation, to repel counter—
revolution supported from
outside) without at the same
time ensuring that this extern-
al threat is removed, enjoys
less and less credibility.

So a new slogan is being
r2ised about the “‘neutralisat-
ion” of Afghanistan.

This is apparently to be
achieved by the removal
of the Babrak Kamal
government, its replacement
by a government accepta le to
the US, China and Pakistan,
the withdrawal of Soviet forces
and the continuation of the
secret support to the counter-
revolution, Naturally, this
preposterous suggestion has
been rejected.

Pro-western forces in the
non-aligned movement,
continue to urge that the
only way to stop US re-arma-
ment in Europe, West Asia
and elsewhere it for the non=
aligned movement to demand
the unliateral withdrawal of
Soviet forces and the ‘*neutrali-
sation” of Afghanistan.

They hope that the non-
aligned nations will- be so
naive as to believe that the
Afghan events are the only

reason for US bellicosity,
which actually began ‘long
before these events took

place. A “dry run” of this
viewpoint was made by Rex
de Silva in WEEKEND
(2/1/83). =

But the majority of the
non-aligned states, who are
familiar with such tactics
every summit, are
unlikely to be deceived or to
move away from the funda-
mental anti-imperialist content
of the movement.

A Letter.....

(Continued from page 5)

in the confidence that Your
Excellency will be pleased to
ensure that this sort of condust
will not ogcur in the future.

“Your sincerely, (sgd) M. §.
Cader”

EDITOR’'S NOTE : This is
one of many public complaints
about the activities of Mr.
Anura Bastian M. P. and his
supporiers in ithe Colombo
West electorate on referendum
day. Other incidenis relate to

polling  stations at Ladies
College, Thurstan College,
and Lindsay Girls School.

Inquiries made by FORWARD .

- |reveal that the lady mentioned

in Mr, Cader’s letter angered
Mr. Bastian and his supporters

|because she had been taking

photographs of the impersons
ation that was being openly
organised at this polling station,
and had obtained a “list”’ of
names of those who were to
be impersonated. We would
like to know what action the
President has taken on this
specific complaint, and what
the IGP intends to do in regard
to one of his Inspectors who '

“|merely watched passively the

perpetration of an offence under
emergency regulations which,
if proved in court, could result
in a long term of imprisons

ment),
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WHAT WILL THE NEW YEAR BRING?

The New Year will probably
see the acclerated development
of a number of economic and
political processes that started
to manifest themselves in Sri
Lanka in the 1970s, when the
impact of the many-sided and
profound crisis of world capi-
talist economy began to be
felt on our weak, dependent
and stagnant economy.

These processes had began
to come to a head when - the
Presidential election and the
referendum were held. Now
that they are over, more rapid
development is on the cards.

The sudden switch in 1977
from a ‘‘conirolled and
protected” to an ‘‘open’’
cconomy has created its own
problems. Our economic de-
pendence has deepecned to the
extent that a minimum of 60
per cent of a “‘normal’” Budget
has to depend on financing
from foreign sources. The
public debt, which was Rs 11
billion in 1974 shot up to Rs
65 billion by the end of 1981.
Annual interest payments on
this debt have increased from
R+ 0,58 billion to Rs 2.2 billioa
in the same period. Debt
service and interest payments
constituted 25 per cent of
‘government revenue in 1980
and 33 per cent in 1981.

This led to a critical situa-
tion where the Budget due in
November 1982 had to post-
poned until March 1983,
where the Budget for 1983 has
to be presented in two or three
instalments depending on aid
receipts, and where the gov-
‘ernment had to pu
a Presidential election and a
referendum to prolong Parlia-
ment before anything other

than a ‘“vote on account”

could be presented.

Concern
Whether the ‘“open”

economy can be continued
in the way it operared over the
past five years is now the gov-
ernment’s immediate concern
on the economic and financial
front.

Everything depends on the
result of Finance Minister
Ronnie de Mel’s frantic dash
to London, Washington and
other capitals of the imperi-
alist world to beg for still
more ‘aid’, Even here his main

concern is getting the ~aid to-

bridge the immediate budget
gap. especially in regard to the
current escalaion of costs of
‘*development’’ projscts, rather
than with any long-term com-
mitments.

~ Apart from the fact that

they, too. are in big financial

trouble and need all the money
they can spare to finance the
new nuclear and conventional
armaments they want 10
produce, the imperialist coun-
tries no longer have the same
incentives 10 give the Jaya-
wardene government aid on
the scale known between 1977
and 1980.

"Sri Lanka is no longer the
Chairman of the Non-aligned
movement but only -a
somewhat obscure member.
Even though the Jayawardene
government dutifully ‘ tollowed
all the main orders of the
World Bank, the attempt io
promote it as a model of

bhow Third World countfies

¢!

ish through

individual capitalist parties,
although they are sometimes
obscured by their dramatisa-
tion as clashes between perso-
nalities. -

The major feature  of the
political process engendered by
the economic crisis and the
switch to the “‘open™ (i,e. neo-
colonial) economy has been
the disintegratlon of the political
structures that existed earlier

The Westminister-type Par-
liamentary model has been

'Can prospet through World
Bank recipes has failed to
attract any other takers.

The government itself has
pot been able to carry out
‘political and economic direct-
ions fully For instance, as the
Kenneth Scott affair showed,
the US government feels that
the UNP spents too much time
fighting other capitalist parties
like the SLFP .instead of
vniting with them to fight
the ‘real enemy’-the Left,

Expenditure on subsidies and the main casualty so far.
social services, though cut Siruck a a heavy blow by
drastically, are also still the 1978 Constitution and the
too high by World Bank <Executive President” system,
standards. it was gven its coup de grace
And the only “hard in the referendum.

collateral” that can be pled ged
in return for increased aid are
naval facilities at Trincomalie
and support of imperialist
policies in the UN and the
non-aligned movement.

&
In-Fight

- Nevertheless, the prospect
that the ‘“‘open” economy
may not bBe able to continue
‘in the old way has already
led to sharp in-fighting within
the government and among
its advisers.

The spirited resistence of
the siate banks and the Central
Bank to Ronnie de Mel’s
demand that more attention

The transformation taking
place within the bourgeois
parties is another example.

Mr, J. -R. Jayawardene
spearheaded the ‘‘transforma-
tion” of the UNP from the
party of established big
business, the landed geniry
and the pnvﬂeged elite, which
it was under the Senanaya-
kes, into -what it is today-

represents the interests of the
big bourgeoisie, but which
uses mass demagogy, as well
as an organisational structure
filched from the Left parties-
namely, a recognisable party
apparatus dependent on local
branches, its own trade unions,
youth, women’s and other ‘mass
fronts’.

Class-wise, it also seeks to
enlist new . support. from
the small and middle bour-
geoisie emerging in the rural
and semi-urban areas (a strata
that formerly gave undivided
support to the SLFP), as
well as the new speculator
bourgeonse spawned by the
‘open’ economy and the
lumpen proletariat and under-
world dependent on this
economy for their existence.

should be paid to providing
rural credit, as well as Premier
Premadasa’s speech in Parha-
ment and New Year message
in which he asks demagogi-
cally for more attention to
the “poor” rather than the
rich, are signs of this.

The fact that both Prema-
dasa and Ronnie have lost
facg.and authority within the
géverniiient and the UNP as
a result of poor performance
at the, referendum aiso has
some-bearing on this.

The - struggle within the
the government between these
who want to make the rich
disgorge a little of their
speculative profits; or to con-
tinue the policy of inflatio-
nary finance, and those who
argue that any mere such
nonsense will, as the Central
Bank (Island, 26/12) put it,
lead to the ¢'major disincen-
tive’* of “taxation in productive
areas of the ‘economy’ and
“squeeze development dry”,
is likely to become sharper
and sharper in 1983,

x
Structures

The economic dilemmas
posed by the ‘‘open” economy
are, of course, reflected in the
political field. They are seen
at state level and within

The crisis of the ‘“open”
economy has also engendered
sharp struggles’ over the
future, structure and role of
the UNP. The basis of these
struggles goes much deeper
than the surface skirmishes
between the Jayawardene and
Premadasa wings of the party.

The call-- for a *‘‘National
government®:. of diverse capital-
ist ferces is the first step in
an attempt to return the UNP
to the position of the monolithic
party of the bourgeaisie that
it was between 1947 and 1951.

While there is no big
difference over the question
that a move towards more
direct dictatorship must be
made if that party and the
class it represents are to
survive, the Jayawardene wing
wants to do this. as far as
possible, by spurious constitu-
tionality and legality, while
the Prcmadasa wing thinks

namely, a party that still.

this a - waste of time and
prefers  direct action and
demagogy. It also sees no
point in propping up a
bourgecis ‘‘aliernative” as a
show-piece.

In the same way, the dis-
integration of the SLFP and
the sharpening tensions within
the TULF are also indicative
of the erosion of their former
support among sections of
the bourgoisie in the face of
the *open” economy, and
the open questioning by them
of any further need for “alter-
native bourgeois parties.”The
desertions to the U.N.P. are
a sign of this.

These processes will con-
tinue to grow sharper in the
new year. So, too, will the
changes within the political
structures of the Left and
working  class ‘movement,
spawned by- changes in the
composition of the working
class, by its still low level of
proletarianisation, by the fact
that political patronage has
given a marked petty bour-
geois " content to the rapidly
expanding corporation sector,
and by other changes. This
will most probably be reflec-
ted most sherply in the LSSP
and the JVP. both of whose
basic calculations have been
upset in the political situation
that has developed with, and
after, the Presidential election
and the referendum.

Fresh efforts at left unity.
on a n2w basis, are likely.

*
U.N. P,

It is do bttul whether
Prime Minister Premadasa’s
hysterical outburst in Parlia-
ment in the debate on the
referendum will do hlm any
good.

His  outburst afier the
Presidential election at least
got him a foot-hold in the
T. V. through placing "Mr,
T. Guruge n charge. It also
got his face back in several
of the government—owned
newspapers. But he failed tc
remove the J. R. loyalists
from control of the S.L.B C.

Now the J. R. loyalists are
closing in on him. Premadasa
is being teld in ne uncertain
terms that he still has a place
in the U N P.-but eonly if he
knows H's-place.

The propesal for a new
constitutional change to estab-
lish a Vice-President has put
him ina spot. If he  takes
this, he gives up what execu-
tive power he has as Prime
Minister. 1f he dosen’t, he
allows someone ele to be
inserted between J.- R, "and
himself in the line® of
succession. R Ln

Now that he has handed in
his resignation and . gone
through with the referendum,
Premadasa his lost whatever
power of blackmail he had
carlier to threaten J, R. with
the consequences of a split in
the UNP, which could have
been serious if there had baen
a general election. ‘But - if
Premadasa goes now, almost
none of his “Mugdalali Mafia”
and other supporters will
follow him So he may shout,
but must submit if J, R.-goes
ahead with bringing Upali
Wijewardene and othet cron-

ies into the Cabizet, thereby
weakening the PM’s position
still further:

The PM’s demagogy about
“helping the - poor™ won’t
help him. Already people are
pointing out that the new
offer of Rs. 2 lakhs repayable
in 25 years from his new
“Housing Bank™, to people
who want to build houses,
will involve them paying Rs.
6 lakhs back to the bank by
the end of the period.

¥
S.L.F.P.

The situation within the
SLFP, whose Ali-Island Com-
mittee meets ina few days,
continues to b¢ sharp and
explosive.

Not content with the sus-
pension of S. D. Bandaranaike,
the radical elements in the
party are demanding sharp
disciplinary  action against
Anura Bandaranaike whose
anti-party conduct,.they say,
has not been all that different.
This is being - resisted by
the  ““Anura’ loyahsts”
who aiso seem “to be girding
up for a show dowa.

The big question is: will I.R. -
intervene once again to push
his announced  intention to
help the ‘“‘democrats” in the
SLFP to win leadership back
from the **Naxalites” ? He did
so before the last meeting of
the All TIsiand Committee,
which could not be held as
the government, on the eve

- of the meeting, arrested and

detained the most. prominent

*“Naxalites” and seized “P-ho-_..\»

party’s documents.

The next meeting takes
place with the main ‘“Naxa-
lites” still in detention. But
will LR, spring a new surpnse? :
Meanwhile, Upali Wjewar-
dene is promoting the idea of
Anura for President.

¥
Judges

The announcement of new
amendments to the Special
Presidential Commissions law
indicates. two ‘new develop-
ments.

First, it seems clear that the
government has been unable,
despite several weeks of investi-
gation, to find sufficiently
hard evidence to charge the
alleged “Naxalites” in court.
So, following what was done
to Mrs. B., they may now be
brought before a Commission,
appomted by President Jaya-
wardene,  their main accuser.
Hearsay = evidence will be
admissable, and sentence,
involving the loss of civic
rights, can be pronounced by
the tame fixe-sixths majority
that the UNP has in Parlia-
ment until 1989.

Secondly, it seems to
confirm - what this column
warned last week-namely that
J.R’s next victim may be
judges who show any signs of
independence. - What people
ask 1s whether the proposal to
ailow - -decisions of  the
Supreme Court judges which
affect one of its members to
be 1e-canvassed before a
Presidential Commission, is
a typical- J. R: manoevure to
compel ~some s ﬂudge:. ‘whose
1nqlependence e doos not
like, to quu‘? 4

T——
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